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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS AND VARIOUS WRITERS. 


TIMES, SepIfvdHr '2d. 

ITkuk, ill :i s'uialo haiulsotne and a clear 

distinct ''O have all the WorK^s ()f one of tlio 
greatest humourists in our lani’uage. 

We arc very glad to .see tills great writer s norhs 
put forM'ard in a popular form, and at a prie(‘ 
exceedingly low. A man may be rei y nmeh injured 
by perusing maudlin sentimental tal(‘s, hut cannot 
be hurt, though he iteiy be shocked every nou and 
then, by reading works ol* sound slerling hninonr, 
like the greater part of these, full of benevoleuet', 
practical Avisdom, and generous sympathy Niith ' 
mankind. 

The work is jirefaced by an able biogiajiby of j 
Fielding by Mr. Koscoe, m mIucIi be dot‘s jnslKe to 
the great satirist's uMunory, and rescues it fimn the 
attacks which rivals, poetasters, and fine gentlemen 
have made upon it. 

Those who have a mind to forgive a little coarse- 
ness, for the .sake of one of tlie honestest, manliest, 
kindest coiniiamons in the world, cannot, as we 
fancy, find a heltcr than Fielding, or get so much 
Jrue wit and shrewdness from any oilier ivriter of 
ur language. 


All readers shmiltl pureliasc this execlh'nt edition 
of one ef tlie greatest humourists in our lang'uage. 

ATLAS. 

'j'lie M’orks of Fiidding, in one handsome volume^ 
a fine Forirait and Aulograjih of the eelehraled 
Author, with a \ery ch'ar and distinct type, is 
a treasure iiuleed. I'be Life by Itosecu* l.s e\<*<‘uted 
with bis u.>ual diligence, skill, ai.d good taste. No 
Library ean b(‘ eonsiden'd eomplele witliout tins 
amusing author. Eyery reader should poss(‘ss this 
valuahle (‘ditioii of one of the ^er^ liest ^’()^ehs{<■ 
of his time, 

JnVERl'OOL MERCritV. 

'I'lsat indefatigable and inlelljyeiit pioneer ol 
liteiatuie, Mr, Thomas Eoseoe, has rendered a 
very important service to the public by his com- 
plete edition of the works of Fielding, in one 
h(‘autirul volume, and ai a eharg(‘ altoeelher mi- 
])r(‘eedented, illiistratial I y u striking jiortra’I of the 
Autlior, and a fae-siinile of liis Aut(»£rra|)li. 'flie 
work eoinpiisos 1,1 tO elosely printed ])ages of the 
largest S\o si/e. 


Si’EETATOR. j MAXt'IIES rER ('OERIER. 

Me have in this volume tlic entire works of Tlie w hole of his works make a portly volnnu* ; 
Kidding, and many IMiscollaneons Pieces not in- Fielding's abundant dramatic and political efforts 
diided in formgr editions. The complete MXirl.s j being eomprisod in it. Tre gems, of course, are 
Pay now be had at a le.ss cost than a eoniino:) i the novels’; tliey are, ii.deed, “ the leaven wh..'h 
ditioD of one of tin* Novels a few y‘*ars since. ' leavi m*lh" tliis mass. 



WOKKS OV JlENJiY KlELDLViE 


l.rrEiEVKY GAZETTE. 

We recoiiiinend the works of Ek'ldiiij^, tlius 
hroui-lit together, to readers of every class. If 
they read with disei’etioii, the} may profit grcativ 
theivh;, : if th» \ read \\ith uiserimhiatiori, they 
nuiy gather inaeii insight I’llo hiniumity therefrom: 
:uid if they read any how, liiev must he exceedingly 
entertained with the delectable pages -novels, 
essays, dramas, and maiiv-featiired ’ni^* elhinie.'-, 
t^hieh are here pn’senhvl to tlnsn. 

GGnUER. 

An acceptable service to the* reading public has 
been rendered by the republication, in the cidleeted 
and economical form (T one liaiidsMUK. volume, of 
the works of Eielding. Attempts h:]\e latteily 
been made to depn^iate the ineiat b\ impeaehiug 
the moral tendencies of Eieidiiig's works, m order 
to reduce them to the level of thoso Jhilwer ami 
Ainswortli, or rather to exalt tlu^c in the scale h\ 
pleading for their piihlications moral e(]uality, if 
not equality of talent, with those of Fielding, 'i’he 
comparison will not liold for a moment 

SUNDAY TIMES. 

On the w orks of Fielding it Is uimeeessarv to oiler 
any rernaiks, their merit*J hi'ing so imiveisall} ae- 
knowltnlged, and their jKquilarii} so firm*} esta- 
blished. d’he present edilioii is distinguished hv 
some pecnllarilies, heiiig {-ompletc in om; volume, 
containing 1,1 l(i ji.igi's, w i'll ’printed upo’j e’v‘‘ellent 
papir, and sold at llie extieia^ly modi rale piiee 
of ids’. 

The successors of Charles Y. ma\ disdain their 
brethren of England, hut the roiminee of Tom 
Jones, that exquisite picture of human manners, 
will outlive the nalaec of tlie Escurial, and the 
imperial eagle of Austria. GinnoN. 


j The ( nitivated genius of Fielding entitles him m 
a high rank among the classics. Jlis w orks exhibit 
I a series oi‘ pieinres drawn with all the descriptive 
j fid<‘lit\ ot a Jlogarth. 1 hey are liighiy enteii.nn- 
j ing, and will always he read witli jtle.isnre. 
j D. V. Knox's Lssai/s. 

I (lervantes, Ee ''age, Fii Iding, Smollett, began 
j mie and all oCtliem w itli the drama, and after fail- 
ing in tlrat, betook tbemschies to the elforts by 
, w’hich they have earned their iminortaHt 3 \ 

I (^ITAllTrUIA Kkview’. 

j Of ail tlie w'orks of imagination to whieli English 
j genius has given origin, the writings of Ilemy 
I J'lelding are, iierhaps, most deeidially and exclu- 
sively her ow n. 

: Scott. — Ijliuj/aphiail Ah//m. 

I Johnson read Fielding's Amelia tlirough without 
-stopping JJoswj- ij/s Iji I. oi JoJi\s<-\. 


Johnson appe.uN to hai e in (-n j'ariK iilc'h j-Nmn. '■ 
, w illi the cli.jr.i.'‘lci of tin* lie: ir ol’ i hi > no\ cl, an 
, said r'lcldingS Amelia u.l^ En* mod ph\ !’'g lu-i.)' 
' inc of all the M \j o\. . 


Thim lived ai d ihu-: died at :i i- liodoflile wh m 
the world migb' ha\c e\j);‘<.t -d eo,, tinned <leheh* 
from his niatuKd powers, th“ u h iiraled lb‘iir\ 
Fiiddmg, father of (In^ Jhmli>lj iio’.rl; and in liE 
j jiowers of stroim national huiiu>n", and foi'cibh^ ' 

1 natural exhilnti diaraeter, nnajqin ai hed 

I yet, even by Ids most snceesslu! ('oll-iwers, 

* Sri W, Scott, --/ho7. 






LIKE AND WOUKS OF TOBIAS SMO]J.m'. 


Of the select jew wlio luwe eonsiened {heir f.iuie | 
to posterity by u bold ;ind lively ('\liibiti<m ot* ha- 
tionul manners, there is, })erha])‘s no one who 
enjoys a reputation more purely Knulish, or, vbo 
deiiiieates with traits ot* Inoader and more eennine j 
humour, professional jx'euharities, habits, and dis- 
tinctive foibles of dideicMl classes, than tlie author 
of “Kod(‘ri(‘k llandom.” It imn be said, that lie 
fills up that space in jirose fiction which b’ieldinj; 
left uiioeenjiied ; for wid'dy opjiosrd in Genius a^ in 
their style, and lh(‘ir selection of cbarach'rs, it has j 
occurred to ns, that tlie priMH'dinjj: Ino^Tuphcrs j 
of these fvo di^li^hthd vrimrs —without e\cci>t- 1 
in;; in some di'crce Sir Waller Seott~ha\e not 
shown a just discrimination m attmnjiting lo draw 
comparisons hetwccn minds and jnodnctions so 
dilf(‘ivntl\ coiistructi'd ; and, in ])articular. tlieiii- 
licnions J)r. l\I(iorc, Smolh'tl’s friend and contcm- 
poiar>, and his snceessor l>r. .Vndcrsoii, haxe not 
a\ol(h‘d this popular enor, h,i\ing friMjuenth in- 
tro'liici'd the names o(* tin s(‘ facih' of 

their order in juxtajiosition, and with the \iew' of 
eomjianson iMtlier than eoiitrast. Jlapinl} tor the 
jiie'.ent editor, holh ihosi* eminent ’.vriters. followed 
hv one— tile well-skilled master of every i-peeles of 
composition,* liave heipieathed to him htile more 
tlnni the choice of si-lection, ahridainent, and the 
arranc^ement of wdiau'ver additions it may be his 
food foitniie to meet with. Spiuna from an an- i 
.'lent laniily of soirn* distinction, in the county ot ■ 
1 >ii!nl)ar(on, Smollett was likewise i elated b) mai- | 
.’a.,'' to that of liie llonsfons of liouslon, pos- j 
sessed of consideiahle iiiiiuence ra the surroiindinp 
distnct, as well as of some of the inoie liierative 
iflices ill tlieir native borougli, From f>eiieulo<;ieal 
leeords preserved in the town archives, U appears 
that an ancestor of tlie name- also a Tobias --‘‘O 
tarly as the l.'itli ceutnrv, contracted inarriaee 
v\ith a daufihter of Sir Tairiek Houston, who avus 
muster of a handsome projierly in the comitv of 
h’enfrew'. We are told of another ancestor, av ho, 
in tlu' }(‘ar ITiSS, added to the honour of his j’amily 
sciiteheon by hloAvine, iij) oni' of tlie preat ships oi* 
the Spanish Armada, havine the military ehc'-l I'li 
tf-iird, in a little hay ot* llie island of j\lull ; and 
Mill ('a!;er of distinction, the lulhor's eiandi'alhcr. 
Sir James Smollett, of Bonliill, joined the Scottish 
patriots avIio fuAoured the revolution, and jierilh’d 
life and property for the jireservatloii of civil and 
rolif^ions liberty. A man of remarkable sa;;a(nly, 
and highly distininiislied in the jmifessioii of the 
law, lie Avas chosen to rejireseiit his native bnrgli 
in the Scottish ])arliann“nt, appointed one of the 
commissioners of Edinburgh, and lastly, a coni- 
inissioucr j'or draAving up the Tn^aty of the Union, 
'fills bold and active citizen married Jane, a 
daughter of Sir Aid ay IMacaiilay, Jlart., by' whom 

i lu‘ still uiiiiv, ilk'll autlior ol WjivtrJcj, wlmso “i.ivcs 
tOf iIh^ Bntisli Novl lists” an* pcitiv’t sjicununi'i at tiitii 
1*111(1, ,'ind wliMsf f.uhc oiilj jihnis ImuhtLi uiih tin* !,ii‘ i- 

* ill" 


he liad four sons and two daughters, by whose 
means we hope to arrive in due time at their 
inimitabl) faeetion.'. descendant, Avbo lias conferred 
immortality upon their name, and U])OU the lite- 
ral ) eharaeter oi* his eonntry. 

Ill complianee with the prevailing custom. Sir 
James sent his four sons to the University of Ja'v- 
den; among whom tlie first, our author’s namesake, 
w'CMit into the army ; the second, James, was edu- 
cated to the law ; *the third, also a barrister, prac- 
tised at the >cotiu]i bar, and both the latter suc- 
eeedediii turn loTliecommissaryshipsolong and ably 
iilleo by their f*alh('r. J’he fourth son, Archibald, Avas 
' bred to no profession, but jiursiied a course of libe- 
: r.d studies; was a traveller, and an accoinpli&bcd 
I gentleman. It Avoiild, in j*aet, appear from a re- 
: tio'vljcetive vH‘w,t]iat the faiii’ly of the Smolletts 
i Inastcd more tlian the usual averagi' of national 
talent as Avtdl good repute, and it is cuiious to 
trac^^ the fortunes of tlu* sevTral individuals, as pre- 
sentimr one of . the surest iiidexis to geiteral 
eharai l^ r. We here jind it remarkah!) exemplified 
' in that general siiperioritv and (piicknoss of parts 
' whuli al h'ligth seemed to comhiiie in giving birth 
I to the humorous genius of the author of “ J\‘re- 
griiie J’ltkle” and “Humphry ClinkeiV’ We re- 
I maik, that all the Smolletts aa ere diF-tiuguished in 
j tlieir r>e\eral pnd*essioi'S, Avbile in the ‘•ingle ease of 
Arehihald, the result of the Avant of steady and 
regular employment a\:is soon evident in the struit- 
ness of his iortune, and in that of his descendants. 
He jiaid. indctd, rather too dearly for his iiidul- 
genee of elegant jmi -mis, and for liis father’s (or 
Ills own) neglect of muring him to some regular 
business or oeeniiation. I'^jion I is return from 
Eeydeii, be inarrii'd, Avithont bis fatiier's consent, a 
daiigliter of J\Ir. ( 'imninghain, ol (jilbertfield, (the 
lesidiiiee of William Hamilton, the friend and 
eorresjioinlent of Allan Jhmisay,) near Glasgow, a 
y oung iaily of distinguished taste, elegance, and w it ; 
hut destitute of that peculiar metal often coiisideied 
more attractive. 

Eortuuatidy , instead of indulging bis iVvSeiitmeiit, 
bis excellent father -eeretlv Ikittered, jierhaps, at bis 
son’s elioiee, settled upon liiin a lit*e-rent of bis 
lioiise and l*arm at Dahpilmni, on the hanks of the 
E('\cn, close to his own family mansion, Avitb an 
I amiuily wliicb raisiil his income to about JbMj/. per 
j annum. l>y this lady, Areliibald Smolh'tt bad 
I twu) sons and a daughter ; and soon after the birtli 
of the last he was suddenly cut off, leaving his 
young fam’ily dependent upon the bounty of their 
grandfutber. That bounty was judiciously be- 
stowed; the eldest of the tAvo sons, James, was 
destined for a military prol*essiou ; and the younger, 
Tobias, tlie subject of our narrative, was sent to 
Dumbarton to receiAc a (‘lassienl education. Tlic 
daiighlm*, dane, married l\lr. Telfer, a gentleman 
of jortimc, Avbo succeedi*d also to the estate of 
Hoiibilk w hicli our author, unforluuatcly, did no" 
mii’vIac long enough to inherit. 



Vlll 


LIFE AKi) WOlUvS OF TOBIAS vSMOLLETT. 


'f’ohius, the younger sop of Arclilhahl Smollett, 
\\asl)orii in the old liouse at Dalqnhurn, near the 
village of Benton, pa^i^ll of (.'ardross, in 1721; 
and Mas hapti/ed hy the name of d’ohias George, 
as appears from the church registry there. Part 
of the valley of Leven 1} ing i)et\veeu JiOeh J..O- 
mond and the town of Dumharton, belongs to 
('ardross, and it was in this romantic region that 
Smollett first saw the light. It would he dillieult, 
jierliaps, to ])oint out a spot combining a greater 
number of natural attractions; and this may have 
bad its influence in jirodueing that ardent tem- 
perament which gave rise to some of his early 
poetical eomposiiions, and to his noble “Gde to 
Independence a temperament remarkable for 
energy and vivacity, and Avhich he retained almost 
to liis latest momenta. 

Amidst scenes of beauty and sublimity, the 
birth-place of so many eminent men, and rich in 
historieal associations, Smollett may be said to 
have received his first impressions — his first edu- 
cation ; for we have liis own description of this 
<i(dighlful valley to show the jirohahle correctness 
of this snjiposition ; and it had doubtless its effect 
in moulding Ins future cliaracter. Indeed, few 
poems can exceed in ehasteness of feeling, jioetic 
enthusiasm, and correct expression, his lines to 
the Biver Jjcven. Kor could any scenery (of 
the same eharaeter that insjured tin* muse of 
Byron) he more likely lo rouse the soul of ardent 
genius : the gigantic Hen 1 omond “ lookisl from his 
throne of clouds,” over rielily diversified ])rosp(*efs 
of wood and wafer; wiiile fioiii another side rose 
the ]iroud beetling rock of Dumharton in solilaiy 
grandeur, easting its dark shadow' over the sands 
wdiere the waives of the Leven and the (’Ivde 
intermingle J^'rom its siminiit, views e(piall\ 
jiieturesipie and grand opened upon everv side to 
tlie eye of the jouthfnl ji-iet — the noble Foilh; 
the sjiires of Port Glasgow'; those of (ireeiioek on 
the opjiosife sliore ; the Duke of Argjle’s seal, 
and nimierous v»Uas on each side tin' noble nv(‘r; 
jireseiitiiig a view extending o\er not less than s(*veii 
conn lies. “'J'he waitin’ of Levim," observes t lie author 
in his Iluiujihry ('linker, ‘‘fhougli nothing neai 
so considerable as the C'iyde, is mu'di more trans- 
paient, ])astoral, and delightful, d'his eharming 
stream is the outlet of Loeli Lomond, and through 
a tract of four miles juirsiies its windiiuj: course 
ovau- a bed of jiehhles, till it joins the Firth of 
('Ivde at Dumharton. On tins sjiot stands the 
castle fornierlv called Alclmvd, and washed by 
these two rivers i/ii all seks except a narrow 
isthmus, which at everv spring tid-- is overflowed; 
the wliole is a great eiiriO'.ii v, tiom th<‘ ipiahtv and 
form of i\k* roef, as from the naiuie of its shiia- 
lion. Avery little above tlu- soiiiee of the Jicvtn, 
oil tile lake, stands the house of Gameioii, belong- 
ing to j\lr Smollett (the late eommlssarv ), so em- 
bosomed in oak-wood, that we did not ])eiceive it 
till wi' were w^hiii fifty vards of the door. M’lie 
laki' apjiroaches on one side to withm six or seven 
yards of the windows. It might have been jilaeed 
in a higher s'te, which would have afforded a inoie 
extensive prospect and a drier atmos])here ; hnt 
Ibis imperfei lion is not chargeable on the present 
jiroiu'ielor, who ])Ui chased it nxidy Imilt, rather 
than bo at the trouble of repairing 1 is own family 
house of Boiihill, which stands two miles from 
hence, on the Jicven, so surrounded with jilanta- 
tions, that it niiJ he known by the name of the 


Mavis (or 'J'hrush) Nest. Above the house is a 
romantie glen, or cleft of a mountain, covTred 
wdth haiigiiig woods, having at the bottom a stream 
of line w ater that forms a number of cascades in 
its descent to join the Leven, so that the scene is 
quite enchanting. 

“ I have seen the Lago di Gai di, Alhauo di 
Vico, Bolsena ami Genev'a, and I jirefer I^och 
Lomond lo them all; a iireferenco which is cer- 
tainly owing to the verdant islands that seem to 
float upon its .surface, affording the most enchant- 
ing objects of rcjiose to ibe excursive view. Nor 
are the banks destitute of beauties which can par- 
take of the sublime, (-)n this side they display a 
sweet vuiriety of woodland, corn held, and jiasturc; 
with several agreeable villas, emerging as it w eie 
out of the lake, till at some distance the jirosjieet 
terminates in huge mountains, covered with heath, 
which being in the bloom, aflbrds a vei'y rieli 
covering of purjile. I'h'ery thing here is romantic 
beyond imagination. 'J’liis country is justly sty led 
the Arcadia of Scotland ; I do not doubt but it may 
vie with Arcadia in every thing but climate. 1 
am sure it excels it in venhire, wood, and w'ater,” 
From ibis interesting deserijition, it is easy to 
perceive the deep and pernuinent mqiressioii made 
on the writer's mind liy the scenes of his early 
days, and which seem to have recurred as foreihlj 
in ahsenee, travel, and the decline of his brilliant 
powers as when they first insjnivd him, wandering 
fancy -fri'c — a iKqijiy and careless youth ; — 

“ On I.i'vcn's bank while five In lovig 
And time the rural ]»ij)e In ln\i-, 

J envied nnt tin Ji<ii>j)ie.sf sw.j.n 
'J’h.it ever tioil til* Aicadiaii iilaiii ” 

There is little doubt, indeed, that, had the yomig 
enthusiast subsequently devoted himself to pot'tical 
composition as a pursuit, from the jiccuhar sen- 
sibility, the enthnsiasm, and the vigour, mingled 
with the sweetness of mimhers whi(‘h he possessed, 
he must have attained eoiisiderahle celebrity, 
though, perhaps, not of so pleasing or popular 
;i kind as that which he so pre-eminently enjoys. 
But tlie snhsequent ciremnstanees ol‘ Smollett's 
life prevented him from following his early ta.sles 
so far as Ins inclinations would have led him ; for 
we are informed by Dr. JVIoore, that while at the 
grauiniar school ol J>)iinihaiton, lie v^as not only, 
like Ihirns, a great admirer of patriotic characters, 
especially of Wallace, hut tliat he wrote some 
verses to tliat luuo's memory. It was at the same 
school, while engaged in acquiring the rudiments 
of classical leai iiiiig under i\lr. tiohii Love, the 
wortliy antagonist of the renowmed Buddiman, 
that the young poet beeanie ucipiainted with the 
wnlings of Buehannan, whosi* early jioetical tem- 
jierament, wliose exanqile and edueatiou, — horn as 
lie was amidst the same scenes, — struck his youllifiil 
imagination, and gave fresh imjmlse his ardour 
for literary pursuits. 'J'hat writer’s history of 
Scotland, full of romantic events and marvels, at 
once supjihed liim witli themes for compo.sitior., 
and with means of continued exercise and instruc- 
tion in tlie Latin tongue, lie is said thus early to 
have been partieulai Jy all’eeted by the historian’s 
aeeount of the death of James 1., assassinavcd at 
the iiistigatiou of his nobles in a convent near 
Berth, under circumMances of revolting barbarity. 
A young lady named Douglas and the queen her- 
self were jiresent ; when tlie former, with tl 
hmoie sjiint of her race, flew to the door, am 
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fixed her arm as a bar to prevent the assassins 
from entering the royal chamber. They had 
•already slain the attendants, and quickly burst 
their M'ay through this slight barrier; th(‘Y rushed 
■with their daggers upon the king; lint were for a 
time prevented, by the efibrts of the heroic girl 
and the queen, who threw themselves upon the 
monarch to shield him from their blows, from 
consummating tlieir dastardly crime. It was not 
till the queen had received two wounds, and both 
ladies were much hurt, that thc}’^ could be torn 
from the frantic embrace; when, after a stern 
resistance, the iinliappy king fell covered with not 
less than twenty -eight wounds, st'veral of which 
passed through tlie heart. So lasting was the 
impression of this touching narrative upon the 
mind of Smollett, that several years subsequently 
lie founded on this historieal incident his spirited 
tragedy of the “ Jtegicide,” composed at the early 
age of eighteen. 

Smollett is stated also to have indulged at school 
h's huinorons vein, by inditing occasional satiies 
on the more heartless or stupid of his school- 
fellows. From Diimhartoii lie was soon afterwards 
removed to (Glasgow', wdiere he could meet wuth 
greater opportunities of improvement, and is said 
not to have nejilected them, pursuing his clasj-ical 
studies w'lth d'lligeiice and success. It was there 
h(* firmed an acquaintance with some young stu- 
dents of physic, a circumstance, proliably, which 
induced him, though having no jm'dilection for 
th(‘ profession, to comply with the wishes of his 
relatives, and hcconie an ajijuvntice to Hr. (iordoii, 
a surgeon in extensive jiraetice. lint if not di- 
rectly contrary to his own view's, Smollett soon 
grew' weary or disgusted with llie (hdails of his 
new profess- ion ; and, preferring a more glorious 
eareei, it is said, “m which he might furnish a case 
rather than attend one,” 

To w.ut on |),iii 

And silcMit arts to urifc in^loiious,” — {Jhenside) 

he wdshed to emhraee llie career of arms, and is 
even stated to have sought to aienge his disap- 
pointed e\])(‘etations ujmn liis grandfather, as well 
as upon his master, by representing the former 
under the disagreeable character of “the old 
judge,” and the latter as the inimitable “ Mr. 
1 ’otioii,” Jhxieriek Random’s first master. He 
nevertheless devoted himself to the study of ana- 
tomy and inedieine, w'ith ability and success, under 
the ditfereiit professors of the university. At the 
same time he did not alv.ndon his hteiary' tastes; 
nor w'ere occasions wanting for develojiing his 
peculiar powers of satirical exhibition, and jiaiut- 
ing life and manners as he -foniKl them. It is 
^\idi‘iit, tliat lie early began to study the characters 
of niankiiid, and abundant meidents Aiere adorded 
him, during Ids ajijirentici'sldp in a place like 
(rlasgovv, for the exercise of Ids wit and sarcasm, 
as well as his lance and pestle in the service of 
Eseulapius,— sometimes to the no small dismay of 
the younger population. “He began,” says J)r. 
IMoore, “ to direct the edge of Ids boyisli satire 
against such green and scanty shoots of afteefatioii 
anct ridicule as the soil piodiiced, and of which 
he ailer wards found a ripe and plentiful crop in 
the cajiital.” I'lie shafts of Ids wit were not even 
tiien confined to the youthful cirel<‘s of coijuetry 
and foppery, but w'cre sometimes aimed at more 
formal and serious assemblies fie was particii- 


larly severe upon the more staid and serious part of 
the eomniiinity, wherein his inexperienced opinion, 
he idly chose to designate by selfishness or hypo- 
crisy that which, perliaps, sprung from a very 
different source, — often from noble and self-denying 
feelings. These flights of Ids satiric muse, though 
exceedingly entertaining to his young companions, 
gave unihrageto some of the more sober and steady 
citizens, who were as inncli at a loss to comprehend 
as to relish a species of humour which appeared to 
throw a sort ot ridicule upon that worldly wisdvmi 
and those amiable Scottish foibles, alway,, of too 
serious a turn to siqiply the satirist with fair 
matter of entertainment ; and it is no wonder, 
therefore, that they should }ia\e coiisidiu’ed him in 
the Iiglit of a young bottle imp, a poehcai I'uek, or 
small limb of the Evil One, sent, doubtless, to 
buffet them for some of their inadi ert( nt sms, 
while the lively j)oet and his companions were no 
li‘ss sincere in voting the good people an iiitoleiahle 
bore. Some of tliese “ iron sleet of arrowy 
shower” upon the heads of peaceable money- 
making pei>ple, are said to have caused eon«i.ider- 
ahle sensation, especially among the aunts and 
dowagers of a former period, wdio could not corn- 
])rehend the drift of the young sinner’s argument, 
or see how the liappy representation of charact(>rs 
or manm-rs of any kind will always affoid mate- 
rials for an innocent laugh. Tlie result ratl^^r of 
hilarity and tlie jieeuliar talent he posse.ssed, than 
of any ill nature, it is not surprising that, on 
niaturer r<fleetion, his attacks were refen ed by 
the good citizens to the ju’ojior quarter, and lelt 
nllnnately no disagreeahh' impression iijion their 
tninds regarding the eliaiacter and reputation 
of the youthful satirist. 'I’hey belong to the 
same class of “juvenilia” as those related by Dr. 
Moore, njioii the antliority of one of his college 
eompamoiis, and perhaps an actor in the scene; 
and which, doubtless, furnished the future novelist 
w ith Jiints for some of liis most ably coloured and 
exquisite scenes. 

“ On a winter evening when the streets were 
covered with snow', Smollett happened to he en- 
gaged in a snow -hall figlii w'ith a few' of liis own 
ago. Among Ins associates was the apprentice of 
that surgeon w ho is siijiposed to have been deli- 
neated under the name of (''/ah in ‘Roderick Ran- 
dom.’ lie entered his sliop w bile his ai)prentice w as 
111 the heat of the engagement. ( )n the return of the 
latter, the master reiiunist rated w ith him severely 
for his negligence in quitting the shop. The 
youth excused himself by saying, that while lie 
was enij)I()}ed in making uj) a prescription, a 
fellow' lilt him with a snow-hall in the teeth, and 
lliat lie had been in j)iirsuit of the delinquent. 
‘A mighty prolia’ole story, truly]’ said the master; 
‘ hut It will not do. I wonder how' long 1 should 
stand here before it would enter mortal man’s litad 
to throw a snow-hall at mk.’ At tlie same mo- 
ment elevating himself witli a seernful air, he 
received a severe blow' in the face from another 
snow-luill. Smollett, who stood concealed be- 
hind the pillar at the shop door, had lieard the 
dialogue, and perceiving tliat his companion was 
puzzled for an answer, he extricated him by a re- 
partee equally smart and a propos'"* 

It w'as owing to the ardour of his character, 
and to early incidents of this kind, that, in the 
opinion of some of his biographers, tlie author 
was supposed, on the appearance of his “ Roderick 
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Randora/* liave boon giving; a ])ieoe of auto- informs us, that his tragedy, graced with recom- 
biograjdiy, and that it really contained most of mendalions from his literary Iriends, “ as taken 
the leading incidents in the writer's life. This into the protection of one of those little fellows 
period was, in tact, the daw’n of the more maturc'd who are sonjetimos called great men, and like other 
and brilliant powers by N^hieh he was afterwards orphans, it was neglected accordingly. Stung with 
distinguished ; and if he at times oiitst(‘pj)ed the resentment, wdiich 1 mistook for eonteinid, T re- 
limits of decorum, or W’as guilty of little praetieal solved to i)iiTnsh this barbarous indifierence, and 
jests, he was always ready to atone for Ills offences, actually discarded my patron, consoling mys(‘lf 
and in many cases helped to s[iread the re])Utation with the barren praise of a few associates, who, in 
of those on whom he had passed his boyish jokes, the most indefatigable mariner, employed their lime 
by the powerful eulogy of a j)en hecoiiK' justly eele- and influence in collecting from all quarters oh- 
brated. Thus, in regard to IMr. (ioi'don, (tin* servations on niy jiieee, which, in eonsequenee of 
Lotion of Jloderick Ivandom) W'ho practised with those suggcbtions, put on a new appearariee almost 
great reputation as a jihysi'cian, h<‘ makes old JMr. every day, until my occasions called me out of th<' 
Bramble observe, “Iw-as introduced to INIr. (ior- kingdom*” — J^rejUre 1o ihc llnjindc. 
don, a patriot of a truly noble spirit, who is father I'lie ]»atron lierc alluded to is know iilo have been 
of the linen manufactory in that ])laee, and w'as J^ord Lyttleton. “The managers (iarnck and 
the great promoter of the city workhouse, infirm- Iaicv,” says Sir Walter Scolt, “gave tlie vaitliiiil 
ary, and other works ol public utility. Had he autlior some eneourageinent, wliieli, })(*il).ij)s, the 
lived in ancient Rome, he would have been lio- sanguine t<‘iny)ei‘ of Smollett overiated; toi* in the 
noured with a statue at the ])uhlic expense.” story of j\Ir. jMelopoyn, wliere he gives tlie 

111 speaking of Smollett’s early eond net, which history of Jiis attempts to bring the ‘Regleule’ 
indicated so marked a love of frolic and jilayful- on the stage, the patron and the manager an' not 
ness, of w'hieh his works also give many proofs, spared; and in ‘ i’eregiine Fickle,’ the* ])ers()nage 
it is oliserved by his excellent and judicious of (Josling Scrag, whieli oeciii in the fust edition 
biographer. Sir \\ alter Seott, that his master ex- j only, is meant to rcpicsenl Lord lAttleton.” 
pressed his conviction of the future (‘iniiience of j 'flms disappointed in Ins expeelations of literal* 
his eccentric apprentice in very homely but ex- siiceess in tlie outset, Smolh'tt accepted a silnatioii 
pre|j^ive terms, wdien some of his neighhour.s were procured for him by his friends, as surai'on’s mate 
boasting the superior decoruiri and propriety of on board a ship ofi^ilie line, and aeci'inpanicd tlie 
their young pupils: — “It may be all \ery true,” unfortunate ex pi'dition to ( 'artbaaeiia, under Ad- 
said the keen-siglited Mr. (jrordon, “but give me mi ral Vernon and General \\’«‘niwonh, in 17^11. 
before them all my owni bubbly-nosed caliant with lie lias given us, in Ins “ jb»derk*k liamhnn,” a 
the stane in bis pouch.” sketch of the expi dition; and a eiieum^tantial 

lliis at once gives us an admirable likmioss, we j account of the events which follow ed, eipiallv dis- 
thinlc, of the gay sprightly w'it, the idle good- j tingnished for acuteness of ohsorvution, and for 
for-nothing sort of urchin in his prankish depth of reflection, will be found eontaimd 
hours; “ never,” as it is hapjiily added by his un- Compendium oj Vo//m/c.s,” publlslied in 177>J. 
rivalled biographer, “ w'lthout some luisehievous j Though he conlinued only a brief ])eiiod in the 
prank in his heiuk and a stone in his pocket ready navy, he did not fail to a(‘<]uire that cxai ( and jici- 
execute it” — Scott's Life of Smollett. j feet eoinuiand of nautical terms and [ilirascs, with 

Up to the eighteenth year of his age, the young all the peculiarities belonging to sea life and to 
medical student lead continued to be siqijiorted in a , seamen which give so true and natural an air to liis 
decent manner b}' liis grandfather, who having descrijilions, and which seem to traiispoit his 
promoted his elder brotiier in a military career, ' readers to the very semie, so powerful is tin* illusion 
and refused to do the same for tlie younger, he sneeeeds in ])rodneing. 'J’lie drudgevv of j)io- 
iiltliough he had ex ju’essed a strong predilection for I fessional duty, as in lus a]»prenlieeslup, how r\er, 
it, was bound to ])ro\ide in some w ay for him. ^ be did not relish ; and no sooner w as In* a eompU te 
Lrobabl)' he would have done so, but djiug at tins sailor as regarded the sort of knowledge In* wanted, 
time in no prosperous eireumstances, it Avas found j than lie hdt the ship, and A\ent tf) re^u^e for souie 
he had made little or no provision for tin* eliildren ; lime in the island of damaiea. Jlin* he fiist be- 
of his youngest son. His mother was still alive;, came aeipiainted with the heanlifiil andaceoinjihsheil 
bis brother was w here it is said our author so mueli I Anne Jjascidh'S, a ladv vihom lu‘ aftervvaids nuir- 
wished himself — with his rt'gnnent ; and Ins sister, ried, for Ins finances were at this period In nomi'iins 
soon after Sir James’s death, married Air Tidfer, | in a satisfaetory,nnu‘li less iiiafiourishing eonduutn. 
ttud Mrs, Smollett, 1 1 0111 that iieriod, in general re- j Upon the return of our Aoung adventurer to 
suited with them at Leadhills, or Edinburgh. ) London, he found the public mind in a state of 

No sooner had the yiung surgeon eomjdeted lii'^ high exeilenient after the decided victory obtained 
apprenticeship, than, in bis nineteenth a ear, hede- , o\*erthe Scotch HighlandeTs on the jilains of Gul- 
terniined to leave Scotland, and try to cut out a : loden. ’flie foarf'ul slaughter of the insurgents, 
nevy path for himself in the great British mclio- ■ tlie eold-hlooded t xeesses committed when the heat 
polis. The year previously he had finished his of the conflict had suhsided, and the reported eon- 
tragedy of the “ Regicide,” to Avliieh we have iiiv'ance, if not the partieijiatiori, of the Duke of 
alluded, and which he carried vvith him as his sole (’innlu*rland, the coiiunander-in-chic f, in the devas- 
literary recommendation in the outs»'t. It is said ; tatioiis and cruelties Avhicli ensued, roused all the 
tohaveheenhisobjeetlikewi.se to ‘■olleit employ- patriotic indignation of young Smollett’s soul. Of 
nieiit in the army or navy ; lint bis child* wealth lay warm and susceptible feeiings ; a strong love of in- 
in tlie resources (if a mind richly stored with dependence, that early displayed itself, and an 
general knowh'dge, in a fine veinof humoui*, a w*arm enthusiastic ivgard for Ids country, derivx’d no less 
fan(‘y, and most engaging conv'crsation and addres-,. from its striking liistorieal associations than the wild 
Upon his arrival in London, the author himself grandeur and inagnificenee of its scenery, togethcj* 
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with his early principles, confirmed by habit and 
<*diicatiOi., made it natural that he should feel the 
wounds inflicted upon a whole people for the errors 
of a few misguided men. Though oj)posed to the 
Jacobites, his heart, as well as his pnneij)les, equally 
revolted against the perpetration of such injustice ; 
and he gave ulteraiu'e to his indignant scorn in 
those fervid and noble lines, enough of themselves 
to conf<T upon him the enduring honour of the true 
patriot and the poet. They were emphatically en- 
titled “The Tears of Scotland;” and for exquisite 
j)atlii)S and the melody of the verse, have been siir- 
pa.sst‘d hy few lyric effusions in onr own language. 
Tlie opening has been pronounced eminently simple 
and beautiful : — 

“ Mourn, rnlodotna, nuiurn 

Tli\ Immi.sIiM tlu' l.iuri-ls torn!” 

It is stated by Dr. Anderson that the ode origi- 
nally consisted only of six stanzas; and that the 
author, so far from being deterred by the strong 
popular excitement ac.nnst the .Lieohites, gave them 
free eireul.iti<ni ; and when advised by his Whig 
friends at all events to oonci'al his name, lie 
fearlessly rejeeti'd those ])rndent remonstrances, and 
hastened moi'e 0[)enly to a\ow’ them. So com- 
pletely were all ideas of [lersonal risk and lesponsi- 
l)ilit\, or its injurious cfteels upon Ins fortunes, 
ahsorlx d in that fervid sentiment, the ludignaho 
favit rrrsus" of the genuine satirist and })oet, that 
he even added a seventh stanza, more bold and 
uneoiuproiiiising than the former : — 

'MMiili tlic v.inii nsiny \eins, 

And iniim;' Ml'll m/... 

r»( s< iitniei ol in\ (’(uuitn 
■\Viil)ui in> liiial lu.irt bhall In at ” 

It would appear that the sevent^ exercised tow ards 
his iniliapjiy country men had eonsiderahle inlluence 
ill inodilying Smollett's tttnuer opinions of the 
Whigs, and from a strenuous supporter of the house 
of Hanover, family principles uhieh he had gradu- 
ally imbibed, lie became a decided opjioneiit of the 
ministers of George II. whom he freely stigmatized 
as a set of ” Iieartle.^s and sordid kna\es,*’ the op- 
firessors of 1ms eomitry. This N\as pretty hold, if 
not disinterested, for a young na\y surgeon, whose 
expectations, already more than once disappointed, 
might, it wa-^ thought, luwe taught him greater 
prudence or caution in bis manner of exjiressing 
liimsclf under tin* eye of a party in full jiossession 
of ])owt‘r, and Unshed with recmit triumphs which 
left them nothing to dr<*ad. So I'ar, liow'cver, from 
joining m the general incense to their praisiv the 
young ])atriot accused them of being no longer the 
snpjiortcrs, but the betrayers of freedtun, no longer 
deserv ng the contidenee of their country ; and 
tli(‘re is little doubt that, had he bcmi older in the 
political arena, more intlnential, or belter Uiiowm, he 
would have bi'cii selected as a vietiin lit to swell the 
triumph of the reigning ministry. Smollett's youth 
and w^ant of political weight at this piTioil happily 
protected him from the honour of martyrdom. 

But other and more ]>ressing motives now with- 
drew him from the angry contest to try his fortune 
in a more congenial, if not a more productive 
sphere. In 1740, lie may be said to have first 
commenced that literary career in w liieh be subse- 
quently distinguished himself, hy the publication of 
a satire, which he entitled “ Adviee,” in a 4to form. 
In its plan it is not unlike one of Hope’s satires, 
fwnded on the classic model ; for it supposes a 
dialogue carried on between the poet and bis friend, 


the latter of whom, aceording to rule, is repre- 
sented as giving advice, in order to elicit the 
spirited answers of the satirist. Jn the manner of 
bis great predecessors, ancient and modern, of 
Juvenal, IVrsius, Swift, Pojie, and Fielding, he 
begins by lashing the villaiiies of the self-styled 
“great,” the aristocracy, or, literally speaking, the 
best portion of society, as they eoinplacentl y assume 
to be, while sunk and besotted in the h»\vest and 
most degrading vices, and rolling in wealth and 
luxurii's, acquired, at no distant datt*, by the rob- 
beries and blood-thirsty violence of their great 
aneeslors.” 'The author had here a line and fertile 
held; and he indulged liis ironical vein W'ith no 
small degree of fidicity and freedom. 'I'lieir rank 
hypocrisy and simony, their wickedness, oppres- 
sion, and most oC all, their deslrnelive monopolies, 
which devour t'litire coininunities, and consign ge- 
nerations unhoni to penury <md w ant, li<‘ holds uj) to 
the scorn and reproach ot the nation. He does not 
spare the most lofty jnTsonages who then wielded 
the pow'er of the new' Ilanovenaii dynasty. 

'Phis violent outbreak of the satiri(‘al talents of our 
author, the usual path selected by' writers of strong 
and vigorous jiowers,- - just as a great ]»atviot, or 
brielless barrister, eommiuiei'S his career by the most 
virulent opjiosition, the better to enhance Ins price, 
— was regardi'd by his friends with well-toimded 
uneasiness and solicit nde. 'They re])resented to 
liiiu that the failure of a Jilay, the want of success 
in his ]>rofessu>nal career, I lie slanghler of a few 
thousand Scotch fanatics and the confiscation of 
Scotch estates, afforded no siillieieiit reasons for 
abandoinnghis Whig predik'etions. for attackiugtne 
characters of tin* “ chartered great,"’ whom Hope, 
Swift, and Fielding, like the satirists of old, had ail 
found to be too strong for tliem. Still, he it re- 
membered to tlielr lionour, thev were vainly 
tempted losing tlnur odes of recantation, by a good 
round price being delicately juit upon their con> 
version. 

'Phe nuines of the Dukes of New'castle and 
Grafton, the Earls of Bath, Granville, and C'holmon- 
delev, of Sir William Yong«* and Mr. Hilt, “the 
iinsliaken Abdiek” an* point(‘dly alluded to hv the 
subservient J’fuml who holds the dialogue in a 
character not to lx* mistaken. It was (juite evident 
that, at the sjieed he jiroeeeded, tlu’ voimg satirist 
was in a fair way to make evt*n the meliopolis, 
like Dumbarton, vulgarly speakinir, “too hot for 
him to excite emmiy wheie he m;”ht have made 
friends; to di'stroy his temper as well as his 
ju-ospeets; and to throw himself a victim under 
the Jnggernaiit wheels of political superstition 
vcithout ill the slightest degree biuietiting the 
world, or })roin()tmg the cause of tivedom and 
humanity whiehhe had so strongly at heart. It is 
always a dangerous gift, yet one almost iiiseparahle 
from genius of a lofty or sensitive kind, to feel 
acutely the wrongs inflicted on mankind by their 
ruthless ojipressors, who, in the estimation of these 
modern censors, build up their niiglity monarcliies, 
their princely stall* and fortunes, upon the broad 
enduring basis of the servile ignoranee and super- 
.stition of man. It is not long, however, before 
many of these young enthusiasts and patriots of the 
day see reason to change, if not tht‘ir opinions, at 
least the expression of them, and joining the large 
and popular train of Mr. \^'orldly AViseman, defeat 
the intentions of the “ great Leviathan, ” to devour 
them entirely alive. This was the step which the 
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friends of the warm-hearted and siiseeptible poet — 
for it was tlien llie poetry of life with liiin — were 
anxious for him to adopt, early rather than late ; 
but with the generous disregard which marks the 
jy'outh of every man of sterling genius or talent, as 
It had already distinguished the boy “ with thestane 
in his ]Kmch,” Smollett turned a deaf ear to the 
repeated remonstrances addressed to him. lie was 
at the same time aw are of the danger and obloquy 
.'attending the courst* he pursued ; of the reseiitihent 
his attacks miglit occasion in tlie bosom of indi- 
viduals ; but he still perse\ered in “ liis open assaults 
upon vice and folly,” and rejecting all considerations 
of prudence, never hesitated to launch his arrows 
against the faults of public men, from the fear of 
making private enemies. 

The next composition of which W’c hear w as an 
o])era, showing, at all events, the versatility of llie 
author’s powers, if not his ex(piisite art in this 
species of composition. It w'as entitled “ Alcesti*,” 
anil wnllen for Mr. llich, of (\)vent Garden ; but, 
as in former instances, a misunderstanding took 
})lace between the author and the manager, and it 
was neither acted nor published. 'I'he music was 
composed by Handel, who, on finding that no use 
W'as likely tf> be madt‘ of it, very econoiiueally 
adapted it to Dryden’s lesser “ Od<‘ for St. ('eeilia’s 
Day.” — Ilaw/iins's Jlisfun/ of Muy.u\ \’ol. 1. ]). 28. 

By no means encouraged to persevere in the 
<liania!ie line by this result, our poet had again re- 
course to his satirical weaiions, possibly not in the 
best temper, and gave to the ungrateful world his 
*• Jieproof,” a satire, also in quarto, intended as a 
seeond part to liis former, and composed, if any- 
thing, with increased vigour and acrimony. E\- 
icnding his seventy of criticism from the Govern- 
ment to its subordinates, lie fell upon the arin> 
itself, “ fierce as ten <2'^>xotes, terrihle as Saiieho,” 
against the windmills or the lions. He lashed with 
becoming love of discipline (for the army tlieii was 
assuredly fair game) the whole pack of military 
dastards, contractors, usurers, gamblers, poetasters, 
pimps, &e. &e. ; held u[) to derision the unpopular 
general of that time — 

“Tlif vanquish’d kiiif,qit, who triunipli'd in his trial” — 
Sir John (Vipe ; and exposed tlie farce of the 
public Board of Impiiry, wliieb aecpiitted him, in a 
strain of mock aUegurieal sarcasm and invective, 
that, il‘ ])ut into a ])lain dr<‘ss, could not have been 
«*xceeded. Tlie army, indeed, w'as admirable food 
for satire, and the temptation was not to be resisted 
by a talent like Smollett’s. Neither w-as his recent 
quarrel w'itb Bieh forgotten, who figures in bis 
“ keen iambics ” as the king of showmen, famous 
only for bis art of exhibiting “tawdry and tinsel ” 
with peculiar effect 

“Fraupht wutli thp sjurit of a Gothic monk, 

Lft Hich with (lullnchs and devotion diunk, 

Enjoy tlie jical so harharous and loud, 

While hii) brain pours new inonsteis on the crowd ” 

Itepi nnf 

The manager, however, washy this time pretty w'ell 
roof against the missiles of disajipointed authors ; 
c had been well seasoned by J^ipe, and Young, and 
Fielding, and had gradually got a scaly hide as 
hard as any rhinoceros. Nor was bis enmity less 
ferocious if his unwdeldy strength was once roused ; 
for, like his contemporary, Wiiliiole, in thi* ministry, 
he loved to slumber and lave his enormous sides in 
all the scum and dirt of liis tlieatrical Nile, spirjling 
his foul corruptions all abroad, and keeping decent 


and creditable peojde, with any regard for clean 
hands, at a re^^pectful distance. Ju thus in<*on- 
siderately attacking “ the great” and jiowcrful, the 
butts rather than the jiatrons of genius in that cor- 
rupt day, Smollett was much, if not justly, blamed 
by his friends, at that very time assiduously engaged 
in attempting to bring forth his tragedy, when he 
was still comparatively unknown, and often ujiou 
the verge of penury, but still undismayed, and 
])roiidi> scorning patronage. 

At tile same time, w ith the imprudence socliurac- 
teristie of >oung authors, and so jiroductivo of 
most of tlieir calamities, - in the midst of this 
chivalrous war, a crusade of authorship against 
managers and ministers, — Smollett, w ho had main- 
tained a regular correspondence with the pretty 
jNIiss I.(ascelli‘s, now married her, upon tlie rich 
I expcctaiic} of some .'iO(K)/. of shive properly in 
I .Jamaica. The marriage ceremony took place in 
London ; and w ith the poet's slender resources, 

I it Avas perhaps an experiment not altogether 
j judicious ; and in as far as founded upon the 
, lad} ’s expectancies, almost sure to jirove, as it did, 

I a source of V(‘\ation and nneasiiiess. In many 
respects the iinnm was not a hapjiy one; nor per- 
hajvs improved by the circumstance of hm* possessing 
a small propert} , inadiwpiatc for married persons to 
apjiear with re.spi'etahility, }et tending to create a 
sense of depcodenei' on the husband’s side, though 
it is recorded tliat she Avas a person of aniiahle dis- 
I position, and an ck'gant mind. With the same love 
i of display that in exactly similar eircunistaneis 
' iiiqielled Fielding, oiir author took a gi'iitecl house, 
and liAvd inast}le agreealdetohisdisiiositionratlier 
than liis finances, in full expi'ctation of receiving 
the fortune that belonged to his AMfe. Instead of 
this, howcA'cr, he hail to sustain along and litigious 
suit, which sAvalloued up the greater part, leaving 
a trifling rei^idue, which ill ]»rovided for the wants 
of a delicate wife w ith an impaired constitution, and 
debts incurred upon the hopes of receiving an ample 
dower. 

ISiiiollett was tliiis once more compelled to lur 
recourse to liis ])en, and in the year 1748 he jmh- 
lished his “ Adventures of lloderiek Handom,” in 
two vols. 121110., of which the nearest model, per- 
hajis, is to he found in the iiistorieal novel of Gil 
Bias. Jt is not exceeding the hounds of just praise 
to observe tliut it is hardly less ixqilete with true 
humour and entertainment. It had a (]uiek and 
A'crv extensive sale, and at once brought him what 
he had long and vainly been in pursuit of -mom*y 
and reputation. 

Jt Is evident that many of the adventures in this 
delightful novel were borrowed from the events of 
the author's own life, and the cliaraeters from per- 
sons with w'hoin he was well acquainted, d’hat of 
Squire GaAvky was taken from the life, and (’aplai is 
Oakum and Whiffl(‘ wxTc Avcll known in the jiar- 
ticuhir vicinities wliich he lias described. Koderiek 
himself is often placed in eircumstanecs not dis- 
similar to those 111 w hich Smollett found himself ; 
hut other incidents are so viu*} clillerent, that he w'as 
justified in believing that the ajiplieation Avould 
never he made. For instance, the father of the 
hero is met by the son in the AVest Indies, while 
the father of the author had long ceased to exist, 
iioderick Avas an only child ; Sinolhdt had both a 
brotlier and a sister. The mother of Kandom had 
I a brother, a lieutenant in the navy, one of the chief 
characters; hut Smollett had no uncle in the navy, 
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and in the same way there are innuinerahle in- 
stances to show that the suhj(Tt is scarcely worth 
mentam, when the real and the feigned are so 
intimately interwoven as to reduce it wholly to a 
matter of conjecture. Miss J-iaseclles is said to 
have sat for the portrait of Nnreissa. 

It lias been seen that Smollett eaily resented the 
dictatorial conduct of patrons and manajrers, and 
in tlie story of JVIelopoyn, the severe strictures 
upon Laey and Garrick, under the characters of 
lh ayer and Marmozet, seem to confirm tlie general 
opinion then current, that Meloj)oyn s tragedy and 
(he indignant critic's was the same. As if farther 
to retaliate upon them, and prove to the world the 
erroneous judgment they had formed of his pro- 
ductions, he piihlished in 1749 liis drama of the 
“ liegieid(‘,”w'hieh, after rejection, liad been exposed 
to the censure of the small fry of dramatic censors, and 
treated without any mercy. It was hrouglit out by 
subscription, was successful, and is said to have 
realized for the author something considerahle '^Phe 
result of this aj)[)eal to the supreme court of public 
opinion must have been exeeeilingly gratify) mg to 
Smollett, if we may judge from the extri-me bit- 
terness with which he reit(;rates in his ])refaee the 
complaints btTore made in TJodeiick Ihindom 
against patronizing insidence and the dujilicity 
of managers. “ I and my production,’' lu* says, 

“ were introduced to a lat<‘ pahmtee, of courteous 
mi'inory, who found means to amuse me a w hole 
season, and rlien declared it inijiraeticahlc to bring ' 
it on till next year, advising ni<‘ to maki* my ap- 
plication more early in the vinter, that we might 
have time to ell’eet such alterations as might he 
thought iu‘(‘essarv for its successful appearance on 
the stage. Hut 1 did not find my aecoiml in fol- ■ 
lowung tins wholesome ad\iee, for to me lie was 
always less and less at leisun*. In short, after , 
sundry ])roiuises and many evasions, in tin* eoiirsi* ! 
of which lie practised iijion me the wludeartof 
]»roerastination, 1 demanded Ins linal answer with ' 
such obstinacy ami w'armtli, that he could no longer | 
resist my iin[)ortunity, and refused my tiaged\ in j 
plum terms. Not that In* incut ioikhI an) material 
objection to tin* ]>ieee itself, hut seemed to fear th,.l * 
m\ interest Avas n )( sidlieiciit to support it in the j 
rejireseiautKui, allirmiug that no dKiiiiatie eomp<»- j 
■ ,)wev(‘r jierfect, could succeed 
Knclish audience In its own merit, but must cn- 
tir-‘ly depend u}umi a faction raised m its behalf.” 

It IS evident from the foregoing that the AOimg 
dramatist had just cause of complaint as n'gardcd 
want of ojicnness and sincerity at (he outset on the 
part of (he manager •, liut it is equally clear that Ins 
warmth and iinjiejiiosity hurried Iiim into aeeusa- 
tioris cijually unjust, and wdiieh he could not sujiyiort 
against men like Garrick and Lord Lyttlcton , and 
that he afte7*ward.s regretted having made use of 
such expressions appeared from his desire of atoning 
fr them by the sketch he gave of the characters 
of both those eminent men in his “Complete 
History of England.” — Scott's Life, p. 129. 

Upon his return from the West Indies, Smollett 
had resumed his practice as a surgeon, and linallv 
took out his diploma, granted by the Marisehiil 
college of Aberdeen, dated 1750, and set up as a 
regular professional man.* He was not, liowever, 
successful in his new career ; of an impatient temper 

* Ho also published an Essay on the External Ese of 
Water, with remarks upon the method of usiiic the mineral 
saters at Bath. 
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and independi'iil spirit, he was too deficient in little 
arts, and in patience and adajitation of manner, to 
bear amHi the foibles and caprices of individuals. 

“He failed,” says his most recent and enlightened 
biographer (Sir W. Seolt), “to render himse'f 
agreeable to his female patients ; certainly not from 
want of address or figure, for both w ere remark- 
ably jdeasing ; but more probably by a hasty im- 
patience of listening to yietly complaints, and a 
w'aiit of sympathy with the lamentations of those 
who laboured under no real indisposition. It is re- 
markable that although very many, perhaps the 
greate.st number of successful medieal men, have 
assumed a desjiotic authority over their patients 
after their character was established, fcAV or none 
have risen to pre-eminence in practice who u.sed 
the saim* want of ceremony in the coinmenceineiit 
of their career. Terliaps, liowever, J)r. Smollett was 
too soon discouraged, and abandoned yireiriaturely 
a profi'ssion in which success is proverbiall) slow ,” 
In the Slimmer of 17r)r>, Smollett made a tour 
to Haris, where he had the advantage of studMiig 
life and character on a iicav and more exteii<hd 
scene, that cayutal being the resort ofthe fashionable 
and the hs'inied ; yieojile, indeed, of all ranks and 
professions, and from ever) part of Europe. lie 
Avas accompanied in his excursions in the\ieinity 
by his friend Dr. Moore, Iiimself an antl or of cele- 
brity, who has h'ft us an interesting aeeoiuit of his 
eccentric companion, and bis no le>s amusing re- 
marks. “'riie yiainler,” lie says “ ''horn Smollett 
afterw’ards t) pitied umhr tlie name of Tallef, 
was in the capital of Frimce at that time. 'I'his 
man used to declaim a> ith rajiturc on the siibjec t 
of /'///'/, and as Smollett declared, often used the 
following expression, ‘J'ans is \er)' rich in the 
ait‘>. Jamdonis a Goth, and \\ ('stniinshT a \'andal, 
eomfiared to J'aris.' 'I'his pretereiiee, with the pert 
manners of the man, disgusted Smollett, and he 
exhibited Pallet in his adventures of • J'(*reprine 
I'lckie.’ M hat would he more dillicult to justify 
IS, his liaMiig glanced at the ehaiaeter of tlie late 
Dr. AKensidc, m Ins di'scnjition ofthe yiliAsieian 
in the Siime pei’tonnanee. 1 liave hemi (old that 
Smollett's pnpie at him arose fnmi some relleet ions 
Akenside had throAMi out against Scotland after 
his letuin fiom Edinburgh, wlicre he had studied. 
However inexpiable siieii an ollenee ma) apyiear 
in the eyes (»f a yonn:’^ Galedoni.in, the world in- 
general will think it Inuhl) Idamahleto haA'e gixen 
any grounds for the ap))lieation of so ridiculous a 
eharaetcT as the physu i.m in ‘ J'eregriiie,' (o a man 
of so inueh genius and lealAAorth us Dr. Akeiiaidc. 
This character, however, is eontiasted in tlie most 
laughable maimer, a\ii1i tlu‘ portiails of I’alic't and 
.loiter; and m the entertainment after the manner 
ofthe ancients, given by the physician to a French 
manjius, an Italian count, and a German baron, 
Smollett displays cipial erudition and liurnoiir.” 
Dr. Life of Smollett, lol. i, p. 124. 

'riiough an accurate ()bser\er of nature and 
human ehaiaeter, and p()sses''ing acute penetration, 
Smollett, in eominon aaiUi most ot his countrymen, 
imbibed prejudice's against the French, from which 
he was never afte rwards entirely fre'c ; bo deeply, 
perliap.s, had the original of 1‘allet w’ounded his 
self-love and nationality. He never attained tho 
jiower of spt'aking their language witli facility', 
which prevented liim from mixing in their society, 
and deciding from personal knoAA ledge and experi- 
ence upon their character. 
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The success of his first novel hiiving encouniged 
the author lo persevere, he published in 1751 his 
IVregi’iiie I’lekle, which is supposed to have been 
written while he resid(*d at l*aris. It was received 
by the public with such extraordinary avidity, that 
a very large iinpressiori was disposed of in England, 
and another in Ireland, notwithstanding tlie efforts 
of booksellers and others, whom the autlior accuses 
of having attempted to obstruct tlie sale, from tlie 
circumstance of its heing published upon the au- 
thor’s own account. With liis cliaraeteristie impa- 
tience and imprudence lie again rushed into the eon- 
trovtwsial lists, attempting to liold up the comfuct 
of his secret enemies to the ir.d*';nation of the 
jiublic, advancing accusations and complaints, which, 
how ever well or ill lounded, the ])uhlic has been 
at all times in the habit of treating with the utmost 
disregard and indifference. Kor were thes<* <‘on- 
fined only to hihliopolists ; professional authors, 
public characters of ”th(* day, and <*veu men of 
science and philosopliers, were indiseriminately 
niingled in liis angry attack. It might have been 
thought that the s])lendid merits and decided 
success of tlie nork W(‘re the best rev(*nge tin* 
author could have takim upon his ill u ishers, and he 
was soon further gratified by liearing that it had 
been translated into the Ereiicli language. It was 
then he began to repmit, as on former (»eea -.Ions, of 
his too great iinpetimvit} and haste, a fact that Me 
gather from his advertisement to a new edition of 
tlie work. “ It was the author’s duty a.s well as 
his interest, to oblige the public with this edition, 
wliieli he has endeavoured to render less niiMortliy 
their acceptanee, by retrenching tlie superfluities 
of the first, reforming its manners, and correcting 
its expreS'^ion. Divers uninteresting incidents are 
wliolly suppressed ; some humorous scenes he has 
endeavoured to heighten , and he flatters himself that 
ho has expunged every adventure, jihrase and insi- 
nuation, that could be construed by the most delicate 
reader into a tresjiass upon the rules of decorum. 

“He owms with contrition, that, in one or two 

stances, lie gave way too much to the suggestions 
of personal resentment, and represi nted characters 
as they ajipeared to him at that lime, thnuigh the 
exaggerating medium of pn'judice. Hut he has in 
this impression eiide:ivouri‘d to make atonement 
for these extravagancies. llowsoe\er he may have 
erred in point of judgment or discretion, lie defies 
tlie whole world to jirove that he was ever guilty 
of one act of malice, ingratitude, or dishonour, 
'riiis declaration he may he permitted to make 
without ineurrnig the iinpiitation of vanity or pie- 
sumptiou, eonsideriiig tlie numerous shafts of eu\}, 
raneour and revenge, tliat have lately, both in 
})uf)lic and private, been levelled at liis reputa- 
tion.” It is euroLis lo observe, that even while 
ajiologizing and recanting his former erixu’s, the 
author at the close of these observations seems 
almost risidy to break out again, and aim another 
blow at Ins ivaloriniaginarv foes; of whom, no doubt, 
the chief part belonged to tlu* latter deseription. 

At Paris, Dr. Smollett became acijuainted witli 
several Scottish gentlemen, exiled from their coun- 
try in eonse(jiience of the unhappy affair of 17*15. 
Their situation is alluded to with great feeling in 
the second volume, where I’iekle meets them at 
Boulogne, as thej arc returning from their daily 
pilgrimage to the sea sidi*, merely to feast their e> es 
upon t he prospect ofthc white clifi's of England, whieli 
lliev were doomed never to approach. Air. Jliuiter, 


of Burnside, was the individual who is men- 
tioned as wet‘])ing bitterly over the misfortune of 
having involved a beloved wife and three chil- 
dren in misery and distress ; and in the impatic'iice 
of his grie<‘, cursing his intolerable fate. “ 1 myself,” 
says Dr. Aloore, “heard Air. ilunter express him- 
seif in this manner to Dr. Smollett, and at the same 
time relate the affecting visit which he and his 
companions daily made to the sea-side when they 
resided at Jloulogiie. 

“Ill Peregrine Pickle, several instaiiees are given 
of the arbitrary nature of the Ereiieh government, 
and of the intolerable insolence of the higher 
classes of society towards llie inferior. 'I’he story 
of the king’s ir-((//cr, w lio stabbed a barber for 
having aecideiitalij cut his face in shaving, I re- 
memher, w^as much talked of at that linn* in 1‘aris. 
Whether the barber at‘(ually died of the wound 
1 do not recollect.” — Moon's Lijv, J). 125. 

“Pert gnne Fickle,” observes Sir Walter Scott, 
“is more limshed, more sediilti^usly laboured into 
execllenee, exhibits scenes of more aeenmiilated 
interest, and jnvst'uts a riehiT variet y t)f character 
and adventure than Roderick Random; hut }et 
lliere is an ease and simplicity in tlie first novel 
which IS not (piite attained in the second, where tlu 
autlior has substituted splendid colouring lor strict^ 
fidelity of oiithne. Three of the iiiiimtahle scm- 
charaeters, 'rjunnioii, Fipes, and even Jlalcliway, 
hordi-r upon <*aricature ; but Lieutenant Rowling 
and Jack Rattlin are trutli and nature itself. The 
reason seems to he, that when an autlior brings 
forth his first represiuitation of any class of elia- 
racters, he seizes on the leading and sinking out- 
lines, and therefore, in ihe second attempt of tlie 
same kind, he is foieecl to make some distinction, 
and either to invest his personage with less ob- 
vious and ordinary trails of character, or to place 
him in a new' and less natural light. Ihmce it 
would seem, the difference in opitiion which some- 
times occurs hi'tween the autlior and the reader, 
res])eeting tlie eomjiarative value of early and of 
suhseipient pnhhcatioiis. Tlie author naturally 
estt'ems that most n]>on which he is eonscifms mueli 
more labour has been bestowed, w'hili* the pnhUe 
often remain constant to their first love, and pnd'er 
tlie facility and truth of th(‘ earlier work to tlie 
more elaborate execution displayed in tliosi* w'hich 
follow'it. Rutthougli the simplicity of its jiredi'ci'ssor 
was not, and could not be, repeated in Smollett's 
second nov(*l, his [lowers ar<* so fiir fioin evmeing 
any falling off, that in Peiegrine Fickle there is a 
much wider range of charaeler and iiicid<*nt than 
is exliihited in Roderick Random, as wcdl as a 
more rich and brilliant disjiluy of the talents and 
humour of the distinguished author. 

“Peregrine Fickle, howi'ver, did not entirely 
owe its success to its intrinsic merit. The Atemoirs 
of a Lady' of Quality', a seiuirate tale thrust into 
the wairk with which it has no sort of connexion, in 
the manner introduced by ('ervaiites, an<l followed 
by Le Sage and Fielding, added considerably to its 
immediate popularity. These memoirs, now' re- 
garded as a tiresomi* and iinm'eessary excri'seenec 
upon the main .st oryx e<;n tain the histoi y of Lady 
Vane, renowned at that time for her beauty and 
her intrigues. The lady not only furnislied Smollett 
w ith tlie materials for recording lier owm infamy, 
hut it is said rewarded him handsomely for the 
Insi'rtion of her story. ^Ir. Alaekercher, a character 
of a different description, w'as also introduced. lie 
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uas remarkable for the benevolent Quixotry with 
Mhieli he supported the pretensions of tlieunfortu- 
lu te Mr. Annesley, a claimant of the title and pro- 
perty of Anglesea. The juiblic took the interest 
in the frailties of Lady Vane, and tlie benevoienee 
of Mr. Mackercher, which they always take in the 
history of livinp: and remarkable characters ; and 
the ajljiecdotes respecting the demirej) and the man 
of charity greatly promoted the instant popularity 
of L‘cn‘grine rickle .” — Bloyrajtiucal MimoirSy 
pp. 1.10-L‘k‘k 

It is also observed by Or. Moore, that in regard 
lo Smollett's sea characters, they were so enter- 
taining to the ])ublie,and he was universally thought 
,• to have .succeeded .so Avonderfnlly in drawing them, 
that he hinuself became fond of the work ; jet he 
never was so exipiisitely successful as in his first 
attemjit in 'loni Bowling. 

“ It has been said (hat Smollett was not successful 
iri\ drawing female characters ; yet the ])rineij)al I 
female in liis romances is alwa> s of the strictest | 
purity of mind and manners. The character of | 
Kmilia, ill Peregrine J*iekle, the gayest oflliein all, , 
is at the .same tinu* watchful and spirited. She j 
does not iiidi'cd lecture on \irtiie like a professor 
of moral plulosopliy ; nor is she deckiii in all j 
the llow(T\ (Ji'iianu'nts mIiIi wliieli the heroines' 
of romaiiee arc* .soinetiines adorned.* She alua\s 
a]iiu*ars in the smijile dress .so becoming and so 
])eeuliarl\ natural to )onng English ladies ol mHuo 
and good .sense*. Although vc* would not advise 
any to permit themselse.s to he drawn into the same 
situation winch she* was, after ha\ing heendeeo}ed 
to a nia.scjuerade and from thence to a tavern hy 
her lover ; yet if ever they should he beguiled into 
a similar situation, they will no where find more 
pn»p{‘i .seiitiinent to adopt, nor a b(*tter exan)])le to 
follow, than those of Emilia on that occasion. As 
soon as she pereeivc‘d the* perfidious intentions of 
her lover, she addressed him in the following 
vvords, ‘while her (‘yes,' we are told, ‘gleamed with 
all the dignity of tlie most awful resentment.’ 

‘“Sir, I scorn to upbraid }ou with a repetition 
of vmr former VOW'S and protestations, nor W'ill 
I recapitulate the little arts you have practised to 
sn.ire my lieart ; her anse, though by dmt of the 
most perfidious di.ssimulatioii, vou have tound 
means to deceive ni) ojiimon, your utmost efforts 
liave never bet*n able to lull the ^ igilaiice of my 
eoiidiiet, or to engage my affections beyond the 
power of discarding vou without a tear, whenever 
mv honour .sluhild dcmaiul sucli a sacrifice. Sir, you 
ai'i* unworthy of my eoiiceui or regret; and the 
sigh tliat now struggles from my heart is the result 
of sorrow for my own want of diseerimient. ..\s 
for your present attenijit upon my ehastitv, 1 de- 
.spise 5 our ])owa*r as I detest your intention, 'riiough 
under the mask of the most delicate rt*spect, you 
have decoyi^d me from the immediate jiroteetiou of 
■jniy friends, and contrived other impious stratagems 
to rum my jieaee and reputation, i confide too much 
in my own iniioeenee and the authority of the law, 
to admit one thought of fear, much less to sink under 
the horror of this shocking situation, into which 
1 hav'(‘ been .seduced. Sir, your behaviour on this 
occasion is in all rcsiieets low and coiitem])tible, for, 
ruflian as you arc, you durstnot harbour one thought 
, of executing your execrabh* scheme, wliile you 
t knew my brother was near enougli to prevent or 
' avenge the insnll : so that you must not only be a 
: treacherous villain, but also a most despicable coward. 

I 


“ Having expressed herself in thi.s manner, with 
a most majestic severity of aspect, she opened the 
door, and walking down stairs with surprising reso- 
lution committed herself to the care of a watchman, 
who accommodated her with a liaekney chair, in 
which she was safely conveyed to lier uncle’s 
house.” 

This is an admirable picture of a heroine ; and 
there is no doubt, for the times in which Smollett 
lived, a most moral and excellent one, well adapted to 
prove^ of the highert utility ; when abductions, 
elopements, and a compa^’ativ^dy bold disregard’ for 
the restraints of public and private decorum, 
opened a career of villany to the fashionable and 
corrupt nobility which liad need of severe checks, 
to th(‘ extent of hanging and transporting for the 
freipumcy of their capital crimes — as in the cases 
of Lord J't'iTcrs and Lovelace — and their reckless 
violations of public law and social order. The 
ample, theri‘fore, of an ]i(*r()ie and virtuous resist- 
ance to the violence and intrigues of bad men, here 
oller(‘d to her sex hy the spirited Emilia, was ad- 
mirably ealeulati‘d, as is justly remarked by Iff. 
Moon*, lo inspire noble and correct sentiments in 
those exposed — and what jiortion of f(*inule society 
w't*re not exposed? — to the maehi nations of noble 
villains and riifiians, and at the .same time to strike 
! them with a certain awe and terror, as it did Ifiekle, 

[ wh(‘n a woman, fi-arless in the strength of her lofty 
I ])rinciph‘s and virtue. dar(‘d, like Emilia, to Hash 
the })ictuie of their liideous crimes in their very 
iaees, and rouse with a strange dread the voice 
of the accusing deity in their hearts. In this and 
other scenes of his IVregrine Pickle, Smollett 
showed himself a great master of the passions, as 
w(*ll as an excellent ci'iisor and moralist, hovvevTi* 
he may have trespassed in regard to little details 
and warm colouring, which ought not to bo allowed 
to detiact from the general and grand moral ten- 
deiicv of th * whole, the high incentives to virtue, 
theh(autiful sentinmnts, and exipiisite descriptions 
which it contains, ’riiere is indeed ample evidence 
througliout the entire story of l*eregrine Pickle, 
that however occasionally carried away hy the 
ardour of his fi*elings, his impatience and irrita- 
bility of temperament, there is in all his v'ievvs 
and sentinu*nts, a constant aspiring after .some- 
thing good and noble, (‘ven in his most common- 
place eharaeters ; and it is thi.s generous devotion 
to the better part of man's mixed and uncertain 
nature which lends so great a charm to his studied 
represeiitatioii.s of life and manners : 

•* F<u eVn lus f.uliu'zs lean to virtue’s sides*” 

and like Sv\ift and Eieldiiig's, his indignation 
against whut he conceives the insincerity, arrogance, 
and lieart less oppression and hypocrisy of the 
falsely .styled “great,” whether founded in justice 
or otherw'ise, must alwa}S be pronounced honour- 
able to tlie feelings of the man. 

For some lime after, giving up all views of his 
j)rofe.ssion, Smolktt had fixed hi.s residence at 
Chelsea — a convenient distance from I^ondon to 
prevent his serious occupations from being inter- 
rupted, yet suliicieiitly near to admit of his occa- 
sional visits, and to keep up regular communications 
with liis literary connexions. In the number of those 
lii» now included Dr. Armstrong and Mr. Wilkes, 
who, as well as their common friends, became his 
welcome visitors, while he as frequently joined 
their scientific and literary parties in town. 
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It Mras about this period that Smollett he/^an to 
attain that high rank and that splendid reputation 
as a man of wit and letters, to which his native 
genius, his talents and extensive knowledge fully 
entitled him; and from tliis time we liear liltle of 
his virulent attacks and personal satires ; he lelt 
that he had won by his own ellorts the position at 
which he aimed, and the angry spirit of neglected 
and disiippointed merit Ix'eaine Imslied. 'J'hus in 
his second edition of JVregriiie Fickle, he oinittetT 
numerous invectives of tin* bitterest kind, which 
had found a place in the first ; and he usecl the 
pruning knife in other respects with no sparing 
hand. The strieturi's upon L\ttleton and Fielding, 
the latter of wdioin he liad upbraided for his de- 
pendence on the great patron’s bounty, were wholly 
eanci'lled; and he atternjited to recall every thing 
he had w’ritten against them and others from a 
similar spirit of disappointed authorship, lie had 
ridiculed the celebrated Monody on the Death of his 
Wife, by the poet-statesman, in a burlesque ode 
“On the Death of rny (irandmother,” h>r which 
no excuse can be pleaded unless it be Ins irresistible 
love of ridicule and of practical jesting -a foible 
which seems to have been born wdtli him, and to 
have still Impelled him, from the time wdieii he picked 
quarrels w ith his sehool-uiates, for the mere love of 
the thing, alw’ays, like the idle urchin In* once was, 
to carry a “stone in his juuicli.” Intiie first edition 
of Feregriue Ihekle, tlu're are iininheis of those 
personal adventures and odd tricks so lubereul in 
Ids constitution, but which, with grow ing reputation 
and emolmneiit, in* was earelul to erase from tlie 
second. ' lb* describes l.^ttleton, whose eharaeter 
and poetry he treated with eipial disrespect, as the 
famous (iosling Scrag, 3'^s(]., son and heir of Sir 
Marniadnke Scrag, w-iio seats himself in the chair 
of judgment, and gives sentenee njion the authors 
of tlie age. “ I should he glad to know on what 
pretensions to genius this predoniinanee is fminded? 
Do a few Unnsy odi-s, barren epistles, pointless 
epigrams, and tin* superstitions suggestions of a 
lialf-witted enthusiast, entitle him to that endneiit 
rank he maintains in tlie world of letters.^ or did 
he acquire the reputation of a wit by a repetition 
of trite invectives against a minister, conv<*yed in a 
theatrical cadence, accompanied with tlie most 
ridiculous gestures, before he bi-lieved it was his 
interest to desert his master and renounce his 
party. 1 never saw' him open his inoutli m public, 
I never heard liim sjieak in private eoiivcrsation, 
without recollecting and apiilying these two lines 
in l*ope’s Dunciad: 

‘ I)u!iu*ss, the hvflv duncf, 

R<‘mt'ii>h'nny: slit- herself Dulnes.s once ’ 

AndLyttleton’s long regard and friendship for Field- 
ing, which onrauthor considers interested jiatronage, 
is eontemptuously alluded to in a recommendation to 
a young author to feed the vanity of Gosling Scrag, 
Esq. “ I advise Mr. Spondy to give him the refusa 1 of 
this pastoral; and w'ho knows but he may have 
the good fortum* of being listed in the mimher of 
his benefactors, iij which case he may in process of 
time be provided for in the customs or the church ; 
and when he is inclined to marry his own cook- 
maid, his gracious patron may condescend to give 
the bride away ; and may finally settle him in his 
old age as a trading Westminster Justice.” — Perc- 
()rlnr Pickle, Ed. 17.57, p. 123. 

In the Adventures of Eerdinand Count Fathom, 


Smollett had in view a strong moral purpose,— the 
exposure of vices belonging to a class rather than 
to an individual; and by this ri'presenlation in one, 
of the hypocrisy, licentiousness, and oppression of 
the mail)', to hold them up lo public odium and con- 
tempt. lie observed the same historical arrange- 
ment which he had adopted in his former romances; 
and so far from its having been in liis conteinplatloii 
to give a model for iinitution, as he was accused of 
by his detractors, in tlie eluu*a<’t(*rs of his heroes, 
his object was to w arn and to deter ; in imitation, in 
fact, of Le Sagi*, to lead a \onng man throufih a 
variety of scenes, anil put him into situations wliich 
afford the writer opportunities of exhibiting hmnan 
nature in interesting points ol‘ view, of agitating 
the j)a.ssion.s, of amusing the imagination, and of 
instriietiiig the understanding of the readi'r. At 
the same time, tin* Adventures of Count Fathom 
present a complete i>ietnre of liiinian dejuavity ; as 
if ill addition to their revolting ehaiMeler, the author 
had wished lo show iiow far liis peeuliar hninonr 
and genius could carry him, eoinlnned w itli a moral 
object, to which he himself refers in his prt'faee 
to tliis singular and most mien viable in'oduetion. 
“ lint while we do jnstiei,” observes his excellent 
biographer. Sir W. Seott, “tci the author’s motives, 
we are obliged to deny the valklity of liis rea.soning. 
To a read( r of a good disjiosition and well-regulated 
mind, the juetnre of moral depravity pivsi'iited in 
the eharaeter of Count Fathom, is a disgusting 
jtollntion of the imagination. 'I’o those, on the 
other hand, wiio hesiiait' on the hunk of meditated 
iniipiily, it is not safe to detail the arts by which 
the ingenuity of viilanv has triumphed m former 
instances; and it i,s ucli known that the ])nhlieation 
of the real account of nncoinnion eniiK s, although 
atlemled by tlie ])iihli(‘ and inlamons pmusliiiM'iit 
of the perjiefratoi s, lias often had the ( fleet of 
stimulating otliin-s to similar actions. To sonic 
unhappy iiiiiids it may occur as a sort of extenua- 
tion of (he eriine which they meditate, tlial even if 
they carry their purjiosc*, their guilt will fall far 
short of what the author has aserilied to his fie- 
titions eharaeter; and there are other uiiaginatioiis 
so ill-r(‘gnlated, that tlu'y catch infection from 
stories of w ickedness, an<l feel an insaiii* impulse to 
emulate and to ivalt/.e the pictures of v illanv , w liicli 
are embodied m siieh narratives us those of Zelueo 
and (’ounl Fathom.” 

'riiere is undoubtedly nmch truth, as well as dee]i 
knowledge of life and human natme in these ol)- 
servations, thoimh it may at tlie same time he 
observed, that if the most serious warnings, and 
the mo.st fearful examples are not only tin own 
away upon a few of tlie most liardeiiefl and de- 
praved, hut even incite them to worsi* crimes, it by 
no means follows, that the efleet is the same upon 
the generality of offenders of a minor stamp, and 
that they may not, ujioii the whole, he productive of 
more good than evil. 

“Considering, however,” contimics his biographer, 
“the plan and tendency of the w'ork, it is impos- 
sible to deny our appluu.se to tlic wonderful Know'- 
Icdge of life and manners wdiicli is eviiiecd in the 
tale of Count I’athom, as much as in any of Smol- 
lett's works. The horrible adventure in (he hut of 
the robbers is a tale of uatural terror which rises 
into the sublime; and though often imitated, has 
never yet been surpassed, or perhaps equalled. In 
Count Fathom also is found the first candid attempt 
to do justice to a calumniated race. The V*nevo 
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lent .Tew of CmnFerInnd had Ii'h prototxpt* in the 
wonhy Israelite, whom Smollef< has introduced 
with very f^reat etVect into the hiftU»ry of Fathom.” 

- -Biographical Memoirs, ^v. 

It is always interestinpf to observe tlie different 
views of distinguished writers regarding the same 
subject, and it may bi* remarked that another of 
Ills biographers, the ingenious author of Zelueo, 
takes precisely opposite ground, and considers that 
much of the merit of this work consists m its 
masterly exhibition of human depravit}. ‘‘Inde- 
pendent of any ineli rial ion he may have to justify 
J)r. Smollett, it >Mnil(l not he thought surprising 
that the author of /elueo should he eager to refute 
siK li an infereiiee, if he imagined it could he 
made by any hut the most snpmdieial observers of 
human nature; by those wlio, while they urge it, 
must admit that Shakespeare was the wickedest of 
mankind ; and not to mention a thou'-aml other In- 
stances, that the author of the Night 'riioughts must 
have been oiu' of the most revengeful men that ever 
the world jirodneed ; ibr w ho ever di'lineated charac- 
ters more \\K*k<*d than Ivieluird and Maehetli, orwho 
ever eojiceived one more revengeful than Z.mga?” 

That Smollett was himsidf awareof the tendmicy 
of this po]Milar opmioii as likely to he iniuriims to 
liis work, appeals Ironi the nuiiarks prefived to it 
in his jirefaee ; hut we do not think that eitluT the 
author or friend 1 )r. iMoore say nmeli to in- 
\ alldate tin* strength of Sir N\'. Scott’s artriiments 
upon the sulijeet, “'Po rl‘lie^e the mind,'’ farther 
observes Dr. ]\loore, “ from the eontniued horror 
wliich a scM’ies of Moious actions would create, the 
work is tried by scenes of hnnumr, In animated 
and pieluresipie dcvsci iptlons, and liy incidents of 
melting tenderness. Of the first, however, the 
doctor lias been more sparing in Ferdinand Fathom 
than in either of his preceding iiovids; but Ins 
deseriplioii of a laud-storm when benighted in a 
fori'st, and the irnnsiK tions at a cottage fn>(picnt(d 
by a band of murderers, are (‘\<juisitel\ calculated 
for exciting that species of horror which i.s so 
interesting to iii:m\ rearlers ; but in what he de- 
nominati's a midnight jiilgrimag-e to Monimla's 
toinh, It must he acknowledged that the pathetic 
effect IS greatly dimmislied liy the romantie im- 
probability of the incidents.” - Dr. Moore's Lifr. 

Soon after the ajipcarance of this novel, Smollett’s 
habitual liastine^s of temper iinolved him iii an 
iinjileasant affair with a person of the name of 
(rordon. lie had been assisted, and even snatched 
from ruin by the author's kindness; lu' liad even 
become bond for Inm to an inconvenient amomit. 
taking advantage of which the wretch threw him- 
self into court, set all his creditors at defiance, and 
treated his henefiictor with so much imperiinence 
as to irritate him into giving him a sound heating. 
(Jordon brought Jus action; and his eouiiftcl, the 
Hon. Ilume (’ampbell, from secret enmity to poor 
Sinolh-tt, made the most exaggerated statement, 
which had not, liowever, the effect of impo.sing 
upon the jury, by whom he was acquitted. So 
Bfrongly, nexertheless, did Smollett resent the abuse 
heaped upon him by the learned counsel, that he 
entrusted to a friend a letter, demamling adequate 
re j)n ration for the injurious treatment he had re- 
ceived by an instant apology from Mr, Campbell. 
But ]\lr. Mackereher very sensibly, perhaps, does 
not appear to have forwarded it to its destination, 
for in a few days Smollett again addresses the 
'ihnsive counsellor as follows 
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“I havew.iited several days in hope of receiving 
from you an acknowledgment touching those haish, 
uiiju-stlfiable, and let me add, unn.annerly expres- 
sion.^ which yon annexed to my name in the (’ourt 
of Iving’.s Bench, when you opened the cause 
dejieiidiiig between me and Peter (Joidon ; and as 
I do not find that you have discovered the lea.st 
inelinatiou to r<“tru<*t what you said to my prejudice, 

I have taken this method to refresh your memory, 
tnd to demand such satisfaction as a gentleman, 
injured as I am, has a right to claim. 

“ 'Hie business of a counsellor is, I apprehend, 
to investigate the truth in behalf of liis client; but 
surely he has no privilege to blaeken and asperse 
the character of the other party without any regard 
to veracity or decorum. I'liat you assumed this 
unwarrantable privilege in commenting iqion your 
brief. I believe you will not pretend to deny, when 
1 remind you of those peculiar flownTs of elocu- 
tion which you poured forth on that notable occa- 
sion. First of all, in order to inspire tlie court with 
liorror and contempt for the defendant, y ou gave 
tile jury to understand that you did not know' this 
Dr. Smollett; and indeed, liis character appeared in 
such a light from the facts contained in your brief, 
(hat you never should desire to know him. I sliould 
be glad to learn of what eonscijuence it could be to 
the cause whether you did or did not know' the 
defemlaut, or whethiM* you had or liad not an in- 
eliiiation to Ix' acquainted with him ? Sir, this was 
a pitiful personality, cah'ulated to dejireciate the 
eharacter of a gentleman to whom you was a 
strai’ger, merely to gratify the rancour and malice 
of an abandoned fellow' who .had fi'eif you to speak 
inluscaii.se. Did I ever seek your acquaintance, 
or court your protection^? I had been informed, 
indeed, that yon was a lawyer of some ri'piitation, 
and v\hen flu* suit eommeneed would have retained 
yen for that reason, liad not 1 been anticipated by 
the jdainliff; hut far from coveting your ac- 
qnainianee, 1 n< vt r dreamed of exchanging a word 
with you ou that or any other snliject ; you migiit 
ihereibie have spari'd your invidious declaration, 
until 1 had j)ut it iii your power to mortify nn* with a 
lepulse, which, iqion my licmour, w ould never have 
been the case, were you a much gnaiter man than 
yon really are. Vet this was not the only expedient 
yon used to prepossess tlu‘ jury against me. You 
was hardy enough to reju'esent me as a person 
devoid of all liumamty and remorse ; as a haiharous 
rutlian, who, in a cowardly manner, had, vviili two 
assomates as barbarous as myself, called a pcaci‘ahle 
gentleman out of his lodgings, and assaulted him 
in the dark, with intent to murder. Such an horrid 
iinjmtatioii, jmblicly fixed upon a jktsoii whose 
innocence you could hardly imss to know, is an 
outrage for which, 1 believe, I might find reparation 
from tlie law itself, notw ithstaiiding your artful 
manner of «]ualilying the expiession by saying, 
providnl the facts ton he prored. This low suhter-^ 
fiige may, for aught 1 know, .screen you from a 
prosecution at law, but can never acquit you in that 
court which (‘very man of honour holds in his own 
breast. I say, you must hav e known my innocmice, 
from the vvixikiu'ss of tlie evidence which you pro- 
duced, and with which you either was, or ought to 
have been previously acquainted, as well as from 
my general character and that of mv antagonist, 
which it was your duty to have learned. I will 
venture to say, you did know' my eharacter, and in 
your heart believed me incapable of such brutality 
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as you laid to iny cliar^re. Surely I do not over- 
rate iny own importance in affirming that I am not 
so obscure in life as to have escaped the notice of 
Hume Campbell ; and J will be bold enough to 
challenge him and the whole world to prove one 
iiisbuice in which my integrity was called, or at least 
left in questimi. Have not 1, therefore, r(*ason to 
suppose that, in spite of your own internal convic- j 
tion, you und(*rtook the cause of a wretch, wliose 
ingratitude, villany, and rancour are, I firmly be^ 
lieve, without example in this kingdom ; that you 
magnified a slight correction bestowed by his 
benefactor, in consequence of tlie most insolent 
provocation, into a deliberate and malicious scheme 
of assassination ; and endeavoured, with all the 
virulence of defamation, to destroy the (diaracter, 
and even the life of an injured jierson, who, as yell 
as yourself, is a gentleman, 1 v ])irtli, education, and 
profession. In favour of y Iioiii, and in eonsequence 
of what, was all tins ze:il manifested, all this slander 
cvluinsted, and all this scurrility discharged ? Your 
client, whom you dignified y itli the title of Esquire, 
and endeavoured to raise to tlie same footing yitli 
me in ]»omt of station and character, you knew to 
he ail abject misereaiit, whom my compassion and 
hurnaiiity had lifted from the most deplorable scenes 
of distress; whom I had saved from imprisonment 
and ruin ; whom I had clothed and fed for a series 
of >ears; wliom I had oecasioiialU assisted yith 
my juirse, credit, and inlluence. Von knew, or 
ought to have known, tliat, after having ree<*i\ed a 
thousand marks of my henevoleiiee, and jirevailed 
U]>on me to endorse notes for tin* support of liis 
credit, he witlidrew liimseir into tlic verge of the 
court, and took up Iiis habitufion in a jialtry ale- 
house, wlierc lie not only set me and the rest of his 
creditors at defiance, hut provoked im‘,hvscnrriIons 
and insolent letters and messages, to chastise him 
in such a, manner as gave him a handle for this 
prosecution, in wliieli you signalized ><mrse!f as liis 
chaminon, for a very honourable eonsideration. 
'Phere is sonietliing so ])alpubly ungrateful, pex'- 
fidious, and indeed diabolical, in the eondnet of the 
prosecutor, that, even in th(*se degenerate days, I 
wonder bow be could find an atloniey to appear in 
bis behalf. O trnipora ! {) mores! After having 
thus sounded the trumpet of ohhxpiy in y«mr pn‘- 
uinble, and tortured every circumstanei* of the 
])laintill*s <‘vi(lenee to iny d(*triment and dishonour, 
you attem})ted to siiliject me to the ridicule of the 
court, by asking a <pu*stion of my first witness, 
wbieh bad no more relation to the cause than if 
you bad desired to know' tlie name of Ids grand- 
mother. What title had }on to ask of a tradesman 
it he kn(*w me to be an author? What affinity had 
lliis (juestioii with the cireumstanees of the assault? 
Was not this foreign to the purjiose ? Was it not | 
impertinent, and i)roj>osed with a view- to ])ut me j 
out of countenance, and to rais(> the laugh of the 
spectators at my expeTist>? There, indeed, you was 
disappointed, as you frequently are in those little , 
digressive efforts by which you make yourself re- 
markable. Tliongb 1 do not pretend to po.ssess that 
superlative degree of effrontery by w Inch some 
peojile make a figure at the bar, T have assurance 
enough to stand the mention of my works without 
blusliing, especially when 1 despise the taste, and 
scorn the prmcijiles of him who would turn I hem 
to my disgrace. You succeeded, hoMcver, in one 
particular; I mean, in raising the indignation of 
my witness ; of which you took all imaginable 


j ailvantuge, pnz/ling, perplexing, and brow-beating 
I him with such artifice, eagerness, and insult, as 
overwhelmed him with confusion, and liad well 
j nigh deprived me of the benefit of his evidence. 

I Luckily for me, the next gentleman who was called 
I confirmed what the other hud swore, and proved to 
the satisfaction of judge and jury, and even to 
your own conviction, that this terrible deliberate 
assassination was no mori* than a simple blow given 
to a rascal after repeated provocation, and that of 
the most flagr;;int kind ; that no advantage was 
taken in point of wea])ons ; and that tvo drabs, 
whom they liad picked up for the puri)ose,^iad 
affirmed upon oath u dowiiriglit falsehood, with a 
view to blast my reputation. You yourself was so 
conscious of tliis jialpable detection, that you en- 
deavoured to excuse them by a forced exjilanation, 
which, you may dejieiid upon it, shall not screen 
them from a prosirutiou for jierjury. I will not 
say, that this was like ]):itronizing a couj)le «>r 
g^])sies who bad forsworn themselves, eoiiseqnenll} 
forfeited all litU* to the coimtenance, or indeed for- 
bearaiiec of the court* but this J will sa\, Iluit 
your tenderness for tbeni vas of a ])ieee with }our 
whole belinviour tome, W'bicb I think Avas eqiiall} 
iiisoieiit and unjust ; for granting tliat you bad 
reall) siipjiosed me guilty of an intended assassina- 
tion before tin* trial Ix'gan, \ou saw me in tlu* 
course of evidence acquitted of tliat siis])i(‘ioii, and 
beard the judgi* insist upon my iuiioei nee in liis 
charge to the jury, who bionglit in their verdict 
aeeoidmgly. Tbmi, sir, }()u ought in eoinmon 
justice to have owned yourself mistaken, or to have 
taken some otlier ojiport unity of expressing your 
concern for wb.it you had said to my disadvantage; 
though even sucli aii iieknov ledgment would not 
have been a sullieient uqiaratioii. bc'canse before 
my w'ilnesses Avere called, many persons hd’l tb<' 
court Avitli impressions to my prejudice, eoneeived 
from the calumnii's Ailiicb they beard yon espouse 
and encourage. On the whole, you opmied the 
trial with such liA jicrbjdieal imjietuosity, and con- 
dneted it AAith such partimilar bitterni‘ss and ran- 
cour, that every liody jicrceived you was more than 
ordinarily interested ; and 1 could not divine the 
mistcrious bond of union that attached you to 
Eeler (Jordon, Esq., until you furnished me with a 
key to the w hole seeri't, l>y that strong emphasis 
with which yon jiroiioniiced the words, id 
('oiuit Jutthom. d’hen 1 diseovm’ed the soinee of your 
good-wdl towards me, which is no other tlian the 
history of a law -suit inserted in that iierformance, 
where the author takes occasion to observe, that 
the counsel hehaAid like men of eoiLsiimmate 
abilities in their ju’ofession ; exerting them.sehes 
Avith equal industry, ehxjnence, ami erudition, in 
tlu'ir mideuA-oiirs to jierjilex the truth, brow -heat 
the evidence, puzzle the judge, and mislead the 
jury. Did any jiart of this character come home 
to your own coiiseieiiee? or did you resent it as a 
sarcasm IcA-clled at the whole bench without dis- 
tinction? I take it for granted this must liave 
been the origin of your enmity to me; because 
I can recollect no other circumstance in niy con- 
duct by Avliieh 1 could incur the displeasure of a 
man whom I scarce knew by siglit, and with whom 
I iicA-er had the least dispute, or indeed concern. 
If this Avas the cast*, you pay a very^ scurvy com- 
plimeut to your owni integrity, by fathering a 
ciiaracter w’hich is not applicable to any honest 
man, and give the Avorld a handle to believe that 
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cmr courts of justice stand greatly in need of refor- 
mation. Indeed, the petulance, license, and buf- 
foonery of some lawyers in the exercise of their 
function, is a reproach upon decency, and a scandal 
to the nation; and it is surprising that the judge, 
who represents liis Majiisty’s person, should suffer 
such insults upon the dignity of the place. But 
whatever liberties of this kind are granted to the 
counsel, no sort of freedom, it seems, must he 
allf>wed to the evidence, wdio, by the by, are of 
much more consequenci‘ to the cause. You will 
take upon you to div(^u't the audiene.c at the expense 
of a witness, hy impertinent allusions to some parts 
of Ins private character and affairs; but if HC pro- 
tends to retort the joke, you insult, abiw, and 
bellow against him as an impud<*nt fellow who fails 
in Ins respect to tlu' court. It was in this manner 
you behaved to my lirst Avituess, whom \ou lirst 
provoked mto a passion hy injuiious insiiuiatioiis ; 
s(*<‘ondl)’, look an advantage of the eonrusiou which 
\()ii had entailed n]iou liiin; and lastly, you insulted 
him as a jierson who had shudied lu his evidence, 
'riiis might have been an irrej)arable injury to the 
character of a tradi’sman, had not lie been luckily 
kiiowui to the whole jury, and many other peisons 
in court, as a man of niuiuestioned jirobity and 
eiedit. Sir, a witness has as good a title as you 
have to the jirotection of the court; and ought to 
have more, bi'cause e\idenee is absolutely itee«*ssary 
ior the unestigatum of trulli; whereas the aim of 
a Jaw'yer is often to involve it in doubt and oh- 
seurity. Is it for this jmrposi' you so freijueiilly 
deviate iVoiu the point, and en(h*avoiir to raise the 
mirtli of th(‘ audience v^ith Hat jok(‘s and insipid 
similes? or, have you really so miserablv mistaken 
your own talmils, as to si't up for the character of 
a man of humour? For my own part, were I dis- 
pMM'd to lie merry, I should never desire a more 
jncL'iiant subject of ridicule lliaii your own aji- 
pearanec and heliaviour; but as I am at present in 
1 veiy serious mood. I shall eoiilcnt myself with 
(I'Miiaiiiliiig adi'tjuate rejiaration for the injurious 
111 iliueut 1 lunerecened at your hands; otherwise 
I Will in J'our days juit this letter m the press, and 
;vou shall liear iii jiuother manner — not from a 
piiliaii ami an assassin - hut fium an iiijuied geiille- 
|i[ii.in,wlio IS not ashamed of subsenlmig liiiuseIC'-- 
k/Ciiroj). Miiij, vol, V. 

There is every reason to eoneiude, from a variety 
oreireiirnstanees, that Smollett, as tlie injured parly, 
received a due apology, and came off wutli honour in 
this, to him of all men, exceedingly irritating and 
vexatious affair, ilis spirited Jiiid decided eondiiet, 
th(> perseverance of liis IVieiid Maekereher, whose 
Xibligations to the Doctor’'' rendered him a wuirni 
advocate — as hold and obstreperous as the coiin- 
»lIor himself— added to bis ]niblic ajipeal and 
of the correspondence, justify ns in 
Me siipjiositiou that the author received what he 
|Bnsulere(l the reparation which one gentleman is 
wiiud to make to another, for injurions as]HT.sions 
•stiijion him, like those so lavishly best< wed fiy the 
^^mtmrdOIr Alexander II. Campbell. 

W Sul),-,(‘quent to tlu* jmblicatioii of Count I^athoui 
literary connexions of the author became greatly 
fbetended ; he liud oilers from different booksellers, 

• This is pritv^cl hv the lullowiiig evtraet from one of 
i^Buiollett's letters — “ I am much iiiortUietl that iiiv rasrally 
^tuai ion Will not at jiresent permit me tr semi more than the 
•iiic Pin losed, as nothiiift count give me more plcaniie than 
®i opportunity of showing with how much friendslup and 
^teem I am,” &c . — Euwpctm Magazine, >ol. v. 


and, with “ the pen of a ready writer,” he reaped 
the substantial fruits of his fame, and found the 
great men of “ the trade” both more generous and 
more remunerative patrons than lords and princes. 
The great “ props and pillars” of the literature of 
that time, the 'I’onson.s, the Lintots, the INIillars, 
and the Cadells, follow I'd by the rlohnsoiis and the 
Robinsons, had created a new epoch in the* diffusion 
of art and letters,- - innumerable editions of standard 
works were exhausted ; comparative fortunes were 
realized by authors as well as by booksellers ; and the 
w'ealth and reputation of the great London houses 
were then established. The temper of the Doctor, 
however, was not very favourable either for co- 
partnershi}), or for making over the entire copy- 
right of liis works, though it had doubtless been the 
most judicious ]dan — for he might safely have en- 
trusted his fortune and his future success and 
celebrity in the liands of those so deeply interested in 
proTiiolIiig them, llepreferred, liowever, iu 1 75.5, to 
publish lilslranKlatioii of tlie celebrated novelof (\*r- 
vaiites upon bis own accoiiiif ; encouraged by illiberal 
snbseriplion, which had even exceeded his expecta- 
tions. He ('xectited his great task - for such it 
really was — with more sjiirit and ability than 
fidelity; lie endeavoured, as he himself states, to 
relaiir tin* ideas without strictly adlicring to the 
liteial exjiressions of the original; from which be 
has not so far deviated, howevcM', as to destroy that 
formality of itliom so pt*culiar to the Spaniards, and 
.so essential to tin* character of the work. Hut it is 
not either as a biogra]ilier ora learned coimneiitator 
of (’(‘rvantes that tlu* genius of Smollett was at all 
calculated to shine ; both previous and subseijucnt 
editors have done ample justice to tliat portion of 
the .subject, and none xvilli more taste, discrimina- 
tion, and .sound judgment, than the last editor*'' of 
l\Iott(*u\\s excellent and faithful version of this in- 
imitabh* and immortal work. The chief merit of 
the new translator, who, w'c should remember, 
followed men of no mean learning ami jiowers, — 
Shelton, INlotteux, and Jarvis, — consists in the 
happy manner in which lit* has transfused tlu* spirit 
of (Vrvantes, and contrived to ke(*p up tlu* liimiour 
of tlu* resp(*etive characters and scenes by adopting 
only tlu* air and manner, finding corresponding 
idioms, pio\erl)s, and ])hrases, and thus giving to 
it miK'h of tlu* gnici* and attraction of an original 
jiroduction. He indeed possesst'd these recpiisites 
in a high degree ; and though he had not the ad- 
vantages of having travelled in the country, or of a 
close or critical kiiowicdge of the language, it is 
wonderful how successful he lias been in mastering 
difficulties of every kind, in particular as regarded 
obsolete eustoms, provincial manners, and turns of 
exjiression, made usi* of by Saneho and some otiicr 
eliaracters, and for whieb the hero himself, deejily 
read as he was in the literature and language of 
his country, was at times compelled to ask an ex- 
planation from his .sipiire. Nearly all his bio- 
grapliers and annotators, including 'rytler and the 
able editor of IVlotti'ux, agree in awarding the palm 
of excellence to Smollett’s version, so far as a fund 
of original liumour and a versatility of talent, by 
which the translator could accommodate liis style to 
almost every speeii's of writing, have the advantage. 

• This excellt lit otiition w.'is tnililishcd by the distinniiisbcd 
author of Valerius. Kei'iiiald Dalton and Adam Ulair; liiin- 
si*lf an cnhuhti ned tiitir, as well as an exrellcnt Spniush 
Mhol.ir. Ills inunitahlc version of the Spanish ballads dis- 
plays a-* much Rcnius and viRour of imagination as thM 
edition of the Don (hnxote learning and research. 
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Immediate.y upon the completion of this lahori- 
Otts tosk, the author relaxed for a season from his 
niultifarjious pursuits, and made an excursion into 
Scotland to visit his mother, an act of filial duty which 
he had for some time intended to perform. He 
found her at his sister’s, Mrs. Telfer’s, at Seotston, 
where he spent some time ; n'vived his old connex- 
ions, and, in many pleasant walks and rides, laid in 
a good stock of health to stand a second London 
bookseller’s campaign ; a work that, in the hands of 
an active, ardent writer like the Doctor, would not 
ill grace one of the twelve labours of Hercules. We 
are told by Dr. Moore, that on first being shown 
into tlie room to his mother, Mrs. Teller, his sister, 
introduced him as a gentleman just arrived from 
the West Indies, who was well ac(iuainted w’ith her 
son. The Doctor humoured the conceit, jmtting on 
a serious countenance, (juite foreign to his own ; but 
hajipening once to smile, his mother instantly 
sprung from her chair, and throwing her arms 
round him — “ Ah, my son, my son ! then I have 
found you at last !” vShe confessed at the same 
time that if he had retained his solemn look and 
continued “ to gloom,” she could not possibly have 
detected him, hut that “ his old roguish smile be- 
trayed him in a moment.” 

Trevions to his return to London, Smollett visited 
different parts of Scotland, and siienl two dajs w ith 
Dr. hloore at (llasgow’, sought out his old com- 
panions, and visited the spots long before celebrated 
for the brilliancy of his juvenile exploits of snow- 
balling and throwing stones. 

Upon his return to town, Smollett was soon 
waited upon by the trade, lie was too ch'ver and 
indefatigable an ally to be neglected, and among 
other oth-rs, he was invited to superintend the 
Critical Eeview, a literary journal, commenced 
in 1 75(j, under the auspiee.s of the 'I’ories, in opposi- 
tion to the Monthly Iteview undertaken in 1749 
by Dr. (iriffiihs, with directly opposite views, cal- 
culated for the suii})ort of ‘the Whigs, the low 
church, and the dissenters. 

Smollett, with his wonted activity, cheerfully un- 
dertook liis share of editorial duties, and prepared 
an addre.es, in eonjimctioii willi liis eo!leagm*s, 
which advanced strong claims to inij>ariiality and 
independence, followed by llit- usual string of pro- 
fessions upon these occasions, which have become 
long since too hacknied to hear repetition, and 
which concluded w ith the comforting assurance that 
that work would never, w'ithout extreme reluctance, 
disapprove even of a had writer who had the 
slightest title to indulgence. 

It would he too much to say that Smollett, in his 
editorial capacity, acted up to the inviting profi's- 
sions he had made ; but he eoudiicted the Jieview 
with great ability, and it met with considerable 
success. But, as was to be expeeled, the natural 
impatience and irritability of the editor soon broke 
through the article of leniency to had w'riters ; at 
least in the opinion of the latter, who considered 
the Doctor’s leniency like that of most other doctors, 
a very cruel kind of mercy, and which they too 
professed that they did not at all understand. It 
was a repetition of the Gordon and Campbell case; 
and he soon found not only one C’amphell in the 
field, but more than one dozen, and became involved 
in a variety of disputes, more vexatious tlian remune- 
rative or creditable. 

Every thing looked smooth and pleasant in the 
ouUset ; but “sweet in the moutli and hilter in the 


belly” is a scriptural truth that might well have 
been applied to the tempting editorial bait swallowed 
by poor Smollett. The same autumn he reaped a 
plentiful crop of authors’ comidaiiits, w ho hurled 
back “the slings and arrows of outrageous” critics 
in double showers on his head, till the air grew dark- 
ened, and they fought like true Spartans in the 
shade. Even some among the editor’s great eon- 
temporaries, conceiving themselves ill used by the 
reviewers, laid the w hole Maine at Smollett’s door, 
wliieli had little or no rest (far off as it was tlien 
at Chelsea) — from the peremptory knocks of the 
penny postman - (|iii to sufficient of itself to produce 
that nervous irritation and dyspepsy under w Inch 
he subseijuiuitly laboured. The greatest writiTS of 
the day soon added their war-song to the general 
chorus of the small fry ; and Smollett’s time* was in 
great part taken up in writing conciliatory letters to 
the offending parties. Kicliardson, in himself a ho-st, 
was one of tlu.sc ; and it would appear from tlu- 
following letter, addressed to him by the iinfoi-tunate 
editor, that the author of Clarissa liad intimated to 
other parties how little he appreciated the critical 
acumen of the (’ritioal. 

('lu-lsc'ii, Aiip. loih, l/fir,. 

Sin,- I w.e« cxtii'iiiclv corKTUicfl to find ni.\st*ll 
of ,1 silly, nil*, ID nisiiiu.ifion iif’aiiisf Mr. It uliai (Ison's \Mjt- 
inys.wlui h ajijn .'ircd turn* .ijro in the (’ritual lleviow, 
and 1 dcsinui iiiy liund. Mi. MilUr, to assure >ou in my 
name, lliat it was mscriod withoiii my |>i i\ ity oi con' uriciu'i . 
Thou|jhvouieceuedUu“c\i)laiiation witliyoiii iisu.ilcaimoui, 

1 think It III} duty to conolioralt what he has said m my 
vinduatnn, hy piotcsting, in flic most solemn manner, that 
I m‘\( 1 otuc nicnlioiud Mr lludiaulson’s iwiincwitli disre- 
s])ect, nor cm-i n th ett d uixm him or his wntinpshv the most 
distant hint or allusion , and Unit it is iiii|)ossibl(; I should 
ever mcniioii linn eilhei as a writer oi a man witliout ex- 
pressions of admiratmn ami applause. 1 am not mucli 
addicted to compliinenf, )iii» 1 think such an ,i<'knowh‘dpmerit 
IS no inon* than a piece (d justice due to tliat amiahle liene- 
volence, suhlinn* mur.ility, and suipiismp intnmuy with the 
liumaii heart, which niiisie\er he the objects of veneration 
amoii>r people of pood seiisr and intepnty I run very much 
obliged to you foi your jmlii ions remarks on the plan of niy 
Ifistoi}, and shall he (Moud of vour ad vice on any future oc- 
ca.sion in the tlic mean tiim‘ i hip li'ave to prolcss myself 
with the most pcrfiet estemi, Sn, your very hunilde servant. 

Ts SMOl.I.KTT. 

Still he did not allow the “ Beview” to monopolize 
his whole attention ; he jirepared, at llu* expense of 
Mr. Dod.slej — as well known to fame us most of his 
contemporaries — a (Compendium of Aullicntic and 
Lntcrfaining Voyages, digested in ti elironological 
series, the whole exiiihitiiig a clear view of the 
customs, manners, religion, government, eoninierce, 
and natural history, of most nations of the knowui 
world; illustrated with a variety of genuine charts, 
maps, plans, heads, &e., in seven volumes, Vimo — 
a very useful and jiojiular compilation for the time, 
comprehending all tile most interesting (acts; and 
an ueeoiuit, written hyliiniself, of the failure of the 
cxpeditimi to Carthagena. 'fhe compiler was also 
one of the first w ho freed this entertaining branch 
of history from those heavy and verbose details 
which clogged the narrative and perplexed the at- 
tention. A narrativi‘ thus condensed, and set off in 
Smollett’s easy and happy style, at once improved 
the mind and deliglited the imagination by a succes- 
sion of interesting incidents and adventures. The 
character of Dniki*, as he has drawn it, presents, 
perhaps, one of the best specimens of biographical 
taste, and free bold style, and genuine English 
spirit, which onr language can boast of. 

But no editorial ties or liti^rary engagements t'ould 
restrain the active mind and warm temperament of 
Smollett from rc-enteniig the thorny controversial 



LIFE AND WORKS OF TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 


XXI 


of politics, and in 17i57, a period of national 
lisaster, he attacked the pusillanimous conduct of 
he ministry, which had disg:raced the Eritish arms; 
ind wrote his comedy of the Reprisal, or the Tars 
>f Old Euj^Iaud, with the view of excitinp the 
warlike spirit of the nation, and directing; its 
/cn.-eanee against its perfidious foes ; an appeal 
vhich, at the present moment, the national spirit 
;an respond to:-- 

‘ What hcait will f.ul to t‘I<)W, what i‘yi‘ to hrif^hten. 

When nrifam’s wi.ith .uousM, heaius to lighten t 
Her thundors roll, Ikm toarlosi. sons advance, 

And her red cimip^ns wave oVrthe pale flowers of France? 
Sueh tranie onr la^hor^ play'd in days of yore, 

Wlien Edwaid’s hanoeis fann’d the (Jallie shore, 

When lEuvaid’-' ann I’.h/ii’s v('ni?eanee huil’d. 

And IJlake diHus d hei fame anuuid the w'orld : 

Still shall that jkuIi ike flame sour bosoms lire, 

Tlie peiuMons son shall emnl.ite the sire. 

Her ancient sjih ndonr Knjjiland shall niainlain, 

O’er distant realms i \tend her penial ren'ii, 

And rise - the niirivaird emjinss of the mam ” 

A reconeili.'ition having taken place b(‘tween 
Smollett and the great actor, the comedy w'jis ac- 
cepted at Drnr} Lane, and jil.iyed Mith tolerahle 
success; thouph, in the opinion of (Jarrick, now 
Z(‘alous in th<‘ atithor’s eatise, not commensurate 
with its merit. It was jmlihshed, liowcATr, and 
soon bi'came a favourite afterjnece. 'I’he prologm*, 
written with sprighthness and liuinonr, thus alludes 
to tlie dltferent characters in the piece; — 

“ A stoni Ililx rinan and feroejons Scot 
TopclJitr hoil in oni cm Ininfod pot . 

To tainr these Mauds wnih the true futm f, 
lie shreds a must\, sain, I’leneh mailim f 
This stale inptedient impht om ix.nplpe mar 
Without s( me ai id iiiieo ol Tlnirlish t it 
To louse the app« tit< the dtuiMs sh.iU lattle, 

And the d« ssi it sh.ill he .v bloodless battle " 

The author’s new frieiu^. (Jarnck, with that spirit 
of dramatic chivalry whieli lie always felt wlien 
about to hreak a lance in favour of a <|nondum 
enemy, achieved the painful exploit of giving 
Smollett the sixth night instead of tlie niiitli, as 
customary, for his benefit ; exeinpled him from 
payment of the advance for his owm expenses and 
appeared also on the part of the author in his jiopu- 
lar character of Jaislguim, in tin* tragiuly of Zara. 
It is pleasant to observe that the breach which 
had so long existed between these two distinguished 
men was thus (*ntirely made up, and it is honour- 
able to Smollett tliat he subseipiciitly never allowed 
any reports circulated to tlie prejudice of the great 
actor to iiiflnenee his opinion, and under.sianding 
from his friend Derrick (hat attempts had been 
made to injure him in Garriek’s opinion, he in- 
stantly s;it fiowui and WTote the following letter, in 
order to remove every doubt and apprehension 
from the great actor’s mind. 

in AR Sui,- -111 justice 1(1 mj'sclf, 1 take tlie Iihertv to as- 
sure you, th.it if fUiv iierson accuses me of liaMim spoken 
di8res))ectfullv of Mr. (Jarriik, of havlrip liinttd that he 
Koliiitcd loi Miy farec, or had interested views m iinnpinp it 
forward, lie floes me wimiir, ujmn the word of a penileinaii 
The ini[)ntation is nltopetlur fal.se and malicuuis. Exclusive 
of otticr consulcialions, I con'd iml he such an idiot to t.ilk 
in that sttain, when my own interesr required aditrcrent sort 
of conduct. IVrliaps the same insidious moihodd Jiave been 
taken to inlhience former aiiimnsities, wlinh ini n»v part are 
forgotten and hcU condemned. I must own, you have acted 
in this affair of tlie farce, with that candour, openness, and 
cordiality, which even nmrrified my pride, wliile they lay me 
under the most sensible ohlipafions , and I sli.ill not lest 
aatished until 1 have an oiipoitunity to convince Mr (iarrirk 
that my gratitude is as watni as any otlier of my pas.su>ns.” 

* The sum abated in Smollett's favour, according to tlie 
testimony of the late celebrated actor .lohn Kemble, was 
ten pounds, the e.\i)elise in nail of the thealii 


The conduct oliserved upon this occasion was 
equally houourahle to both parties ; as it would 
appear from some pas.sages in the ('ntlcal Review, 
that Smollett was the first to hold out (lie hand of 
reconciliation by a marked eulogy upon Garriek, 
which if not writbui by him, certainly appeared 
with hi.s approbation. It was doubtless intended as 
a public retractation; and it w'us published pre- 
vious to the representation of the Rejiri.sal, and 
contained some strictures niion the inferior play- 
wrights of the day. “We often see this inimitable 
actor lalxmring through five tedious acts to support 
a lifeless piece, with a mixfnre of pity and indigna- 
tion, and cannot help wishing there were in this 
age, good poets to write for one xvlio so Avell de- 
serve.s them. 

‘ (luicquid enlcaverit hie lusa fiet ’ 

“ He has the art, like the Lydian king, of turn- 
ing all that he toiielies into gold, an<I can insure 
aiqdauseto every unfortunate hard.fioin inimitable 
Shakespeare and old Hen, to gentle KeJdy Moore, 
and the author of Rarbarossa .” — Ciiticul 
175b. 

It is a well-known trutli, that the editorslii]) of 
critical journals and review's is any thing but 
favourable to eipianiinitx of temper and mental re- 
pose- Smollett was ])eenliarl> exposed to ft'cl the 
effects of wielding the thunderbolts with a liasty 
and unsparing hand ; he had neither tlie gravity 
nor tlie forbeai anee of Jove ; and the gods of the 
earth wer equally unsparing and uiieivil in heap- 
ing up hills iqxm hills, b) whieh to scale his 
editorial “sanetiim,” for he was at no pains to 
conceal that he had the chief direction of tlie 
work. lie brought a host of dissatisfied authors 
upon his head, and among otliers. Dr. Shehheare, a 
notorious polemie, in himself a host; vet with 
more holdne.ss than prudei ee, he had hemi chas- 
tised in the Review for Ids seditious jmbheations. 
I ■nfbrtunafely for the Doctor, tin* incensed poli- 
tician and pamphleteer suspected Smollett to be tlie 
autlior, and w'role a fierce reply, entitled The 
Deca.sional ('ritie, or tlie Decrees of tin* Scotch 
'rnlmiial in the (’ntieal Review' Rejndged, (8vv). 
1757), written with all the gall and more than 
the rage of Dennis, xvithout his learning and sin- 
cerity. The most unmeasured abuse was hea])ed 
upon the 1 hx’tor, and his colleagues indiseriniinately 
denounced “ as Seotcdi scrubs, rascals, barbers, 
tailor.s, apothecaries, and surgtxms’ mates,- men 
w ho know no language, not even their ow n, — for 
in fact Scotland never produced any one man 
of genius, learning, or integrity.” 

It w'ould he idle to go into a controversy of this 
character, whieh at the same time was not without 
its Use, in submitting tlic hasty and rather violent 
temper of the editor to an ordeal of trial, a practice 
of piitience xvhich could not fail to he of advantage 
in cheeking the t(x) caustic spirit he was a])t to in- 
dulge. 1 1 IS next controversy w as w ith 1 )r. Grainger, 
an author of a liigher eharaett*r, a man of genius 
and a poet ; who, like all the rcvSt, paid Smollett the 
compliment of being the author of the obnoxious 
articles, and wrote a smart letter accusing him 
roundly <»f having treated his translation of Tibullus 
w'itli unjustifiable severity. Its whole fire was 
levelled at tin* Doctor; its acrimony was biting in 
the extreme; and among other charges, be attempted 
to prove by exam])l<‘s. drawn from such as he termed 
the editors own reviews, that be had violated tin 
most solemn nroniises made to the miblie. alluJid 
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to him in the most contemptuous tenns, and con- 
descended even to indulge himself m some refle<*. 
tions upon the unlucky diminutive (Toby) of the 
lh)ctor's Christian name. 

“ When Greek meets Uretk, llicn comes the tufj of wai 

and so it was with the Doctors, both wt^re at open 
war, while they secretly resjteeted each other’s 
talents, and neither liked to own himself in the 
wrong. 

“Who shiill ricci'^ e when doetms (Iisiif'rce ?” 
was a question cxtiemely apjjlicable to this dispute, 
hap])ily at times, however, mingled with humorous 
reflections and jtleasantries hetw een the poet and the 
critic ; and it is justly observed ))y Dr. Anderson, 
that the author in the Critical Review , in ridieuliiig 
that playful species of vengeance, w as guilty of in- 
justice, if he meant to insinuate that his antagonist 
could b(‘ classed among the dunces of the age. On 
the other hand, it was remarked by the reviewer 
that the species of wit (‘inployed by Dr. Grainger, 
however entertaining, was not new, for that otluTs 
had played on the cognomen with as much dex- 
terity as he had on the ])renoineii ; that Smollett 
had been facetiously converted by that stiqicndous 
genius, Dr. Ilill, into small liead and small wit ; 
that the same thought had struck the dunct‘s of a 
former age, wdio had not only punned suceessfully 
on the name of Alexander Pojie, but liad eieii 
written a poem against him, entith'd “ Sawney.*’ 

It is evident indeed, from all the circiuiistauees 
attending this editorship, soituiuspieiousto his peacv-, 
that Smollett fcnind himself in a most awkward po- 
sition as regarded contemporary authors and their 
friends; and in a letter to his old aeifuaintance, Dr. 
Moore, dated 1758, he feelingly deplores the diili- 
culties which he had to encounter, and the prejudice 
and injustice excited against him ns a Seotchmaii. 
“1 have for some time clone very little in the ('ritieal 
Review. I’he remarks upon Home’s tragedy I 
never saw until they w ere in print ; and as yet 1 have 
not read one line of the Eiagoniad. T am told 
the work Las merit; and 1 am truly sorry that it 
should have been so roughly handled, isolwith- 
fitaiidiiig the censures w liich ha\e been so freely 
bestowed upon these and other productions of our 
country, the authors of the (Titieal Ib’view have 
been insulted and abused as a Scotch tribunal.” 

Seldom a month passed Avithout fresh complaints 
of the.same kind, showing that in his editorial ca- 
reer, the Doctor by no nn-ans reposed njion a bed of 
roses, or sat like Rabelais joking in his easy chair ; 
for the abuse he incurred from detected folly or 
mortified vanity in authors, Avcrc suavity itself 
when corajiared wdth the rancour of the-^iolitician, 
and the enmity of low-lived men elevated to high 
station. The siieeessioii of quarrels which he fell 
int(> w ould of themselves form an additional volume 
to the long series of the industrious Mr. D’Jsraeh, 
though many of them seem, like the CampUJl cilsc, 
to break off abruptly w ithont coming to any de- 
finite termination. 

For the last year or two, while engaged upon the 
Review’, Smollett had been ijuietly preparing his 
Complete History of England, deduced from the 
Descent of Julius Ciesar, to the Treaty of Aix-Ia- 
C.^hapelle, in 1748, containing the 'rransactions of 
one thousand three hundred and thri'c yeur.s, in four 
vols, 4to. He is said to have completed it for the 
jiress in the incredibly short period of fourteen 
months ; and with distinguished abilities and un- 


wearied ap])lieatit*n such as be possessed, few tasks 
which he chose to impose upon himself, even when 
matched against time, were too great for him. 
Supposing it to have oceiqned a year and a half, it 
still furnishes one of the most striking iristanees of 
facility of eonipositiou upon record, or only sur- 
passed perhaj)s by some examples from the rich 
jiroductive genius and versatile talents of Sir 
Walter Scott, especially in some of his ma.sterly 
biograjihies and his novels. I’he History of 
England w’as published in 1758, and A\as reprinted 
the ensuing year in iminlier.s, the w’cekly sale of 
which IS said to have amounted to upwards of 
TJ,(U)(), though extending to eleven volumes, each 
eontainiiig engraved heads. 'I'lic proprietors of 
Uajnn’s and other histories took the alarm ; they 
emjJoyed the author's political encinies to detect its 
faults, and depreciate its merits ; and he A^as m(lu.S” 
trionsly rejiresented as a yiarlisan, a jtanegA rist of 
the Stuarts, a concealed pajn.st, and, inuahiU' duUu I 
to crown all, a public jirostitiite. 

An awful paper Avarfare was now commenced, 
and a rich treat w-as alToided, or at all events tlie 
means of obtaining one, to the tribe of jjamplih'teers 
and ivview’ei’s on ]*oth sides. 'I'lie universities also 
opened their tire upon the author, in jiarticular a 
certain Raehelor of Arts ('Diomas Comber), a\1jo 
laid about liini aaiUi a most trenebant blade, dealing 
his blow s Avilh as mneli iiuliseriminate rape apaiiist 
Smollett as Ills brotluT Raelielor in J )on (^iiixote, 
against the rmiOAViu’d works of chivalry, aaIucIi he 
conceived hud turned the poor knight's brain. 
Smollett, h()wev(‘r, kncAv how to defend himsi'lf, 
and Avas not in AAant of advocates, a\1io attempted 
to show that he was a professed em niy of the ri'- 
ligion of Rome; that as an historian, he freely 
censured both piirties ; that he had jiraised each oe- 
easionally as eilher was yiraisewortby , and written 
Avilh such a s])iril, ri'solution, and impartiality, as 
no slave to a faction could inaiufest, as no other 
hi.storiaii of this eoimfry cA’cr displayed. 

In the folloAving letter to Dr. JMoori', ((’helsea, 
January 2, 17.58), Smollett himself allndes to the 
charge brought against liiiii of having deserted the 
Whig princi})les in w'hieh he was educated, Avhieli 
he answers in a manly and satisfactory manner, 
showing that like Wings of most times, it was they 
Avho had ahaiidoiu'd principles, and he who had 
adhered to those Avineh ought to havebetm theirs — 
to justice, to reason, and to truth. He attenqits to 
prove that Whigs and Iriimners, and sovdul knaves, 
Aiere the same from the beginning; and tluit tlic 
sooner a man got out, of their eoin])ariy, the more 
honest he was likely to be isteemed. It seems that 
])()or SniolU'tt soon found out that they belonged to 
that genus so wittily denounced by Dryden, as 
“ those d — ed neuters,” so eomph‘tely sni ynieris^ 
that they were “neither flesh nor fowl, nor good 
red herring.” 

“ I deferred answering your kind letter until I 
should have finished iiiy History, which is now 
eompleted. I was agreeably surprised to bear that 
my work had met w ith any approbation at OlasgoAv, 
for it Avas not at all calculated for that meridiun. 
The last volume will, L doubt not, be severely cen- 
sured by'' the west country Whigs of Scotland. 

“ I desire you w’ill divest yourself of iirejndieo, 
at least as inueb as you can, bejo’*e you begin to 
peruse it, and consider W’ell the facts before you 
pass judgment. Wliatever may be its defects, 1 
protest before God 1 have, as far as in me lay 
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adhered to cTuUi, without espousin#^ any faetiou, 
th(mf?h I own 1 sat down to write with a warm side 
to those principles in which I was educated ; hut in 
the course of my inquiries, some of die Whig mini- 
sters turned out such a set of sordid knaves, that I 
could not help stigmatizing them fortheir want of in- 
tegrity and sentiment.” — Moure's L\fe of Smollett. 

In another l<>tter to tlie same friend, (Chelsea, 
April iiHtli), he again recurs to tlie subject. "1 
some time ago was favoured with yours, which 1 
should have answered sooner, liad I not been ex- 
tremely busied in correcting iny History for a new 
impression. That task is now finished, and the 
book, I hope, rendered less unwortliy of the public 
acceptance. 1 am much obliged to you for the 
generous warmth which you have so often inter- 
posed in behalf of rny ri'pulation ; of this and of 
every other instance of friendshij) vLieh I have 
experienced at your hands, 1 shall ever retain a 
cordial remembrance. J am not so much surprised j 
al my books meeting with eensurers and enemies in 
(Glasgow, as that it should find any number of’ 
friends and favourers. I sp(‘ak not of th,^ few 
wlio think like philosophers, abstracted from tlie 
notions of tlie vulgar. The little petulani familia- 
rities of our friend I can forgive, in eonsidiu-alion 
of the good-will he has alwajs manifested towards 
me and my concerns. He is m'itak<‘n, however, 
in supposing that 1 have imhihed priestly notions ; 

I consider the church not as a religious, hut a ; 
jiolitical establishment, so mimit<*ly inlerwoven in 
our constitution, that the one eannot be detaelied 
from the other, without the most imimnmit danger 
<d* destruction to both. The use which your friend 
makes of the Critical Review is whimsical enougli,"'' 
but I sliall be glad if lie uses it at any rate. J have 
not hud leisure to do much in that work for some 
time ])a.st, liierefore 1 hope you will not ascribe the 
articles indiseriniinatelv to mo, for 1 am equally 
a\crs(‘ to the praise and censure that b<*Iong to 
other men. Indeed, I am sick of both, and wish 
to (iod my eircumstaiiees would allow me to con- 
sign my pen to oblivion. I really believe that man- 
kind every day grow' more and more malicious. 

“ y<)u will not be sorry to hear tliat the weekly 
sale of the History lias increased to above ten thou- 
.saiid, a French gentleman of talent and erudition 
has undertaken to translate it into that language, 
and I liave jiromisedto supply liim w ith eorn*etioiis.” 

About the .same jieriod, Smollett, who had some 
tilin' kejit up a degree of iiiliinaey with tlio cele- 
brated Wilkt's, took advantage of tlie interest he 
possessed with th(> politician to do an act of jirivatc 
kindness and disinterestedness, in ])rociiiing the 
liberty of Dr. riohnsoii’s servant, Kianeis Barber, 
who liad been impressed. The intei'ees.sion of tbc 
patriot, who evinced a decided jiartiality for tlie 
Korth Britons, with the lords comnii.ssioners, was 
effectual; and it is with pleasure we give the follow'- 
ing cbaracteristie letter from Boswell’s Life of 
Jolmson, (dated March 10, 1759.) 

“ 1 am again your petitioner in favour of that 
great Cham of literature, Samuel Jolin.son. His 
black servant, whose name is Francis Barber, has 
, been pre.ssed on board the Sfa(j frigate, (’aptain 
Angel, and our lexieograjiher is in great distress ; 
he says the boy is a sickly lad, of a delicate frame, 

• This friend is stated to have hecn so imich enraj^cd with 
'•ome articles in tlie Review, that he ordeied a eopy to 
be sent to hnn for the sole purpose of leading .ill the publi- 
l^tiuns which it censured as tlie best that could be teuiul, and 

avoid those it praised as the worst. 


and particularly subject to a malady in his throat, 
which renders him very unfit for his Majesty’s ser- 
vice. You know what matter of animosity tlie 
said Johnson has against you ; and 1 dare say you 
desire no other opportunity of rcseuting it, than 
that of laying him under an obligation. Jle was 
humble enough to desire niy assistance upon this 
occasion, though be and I w^ere never cater-cousins ; 
and I gave liim to understand that I would make 
application to my friend Mr. Wilkes, wlio, perhaps, 
by his interest with Dr. Hay and Mr. Elliot, might 
be able to procure the discharge of this lacquey. 
It would be superfluous to say more on the subject, 
whicli I leave to your own consideration, but 1 can- 
not let slij) tliis oj)])ortimity of declaring that I am 
with the most inviolable esteem, dear sir, jour af- 
fectionate, obliged, liiimble servant,” 8cc. 

Wc have seen lliat although Smollett professed 
to have very slight connexion wdth tlie Review, 
parlicularly at tliis period, the modest disavowal 
by no means jirotecti'd him from the scurrility of 
men who suffered from the stripes of his coadjutors 
and dcpendi'iits. To the Doctor, indeed, it liad 
pr()\ed a critical undertaking throughout, and he 
now got involved in a dispute with Admiral 
Knowles, in which (In' iiilerventiori of Wilkes was 
again made list- of. w ith less success than before. 
It arose out of the ('xpedition against Rochfort, in 
1 7.57 — a signal failure. The commander. Sir .lohn 
jMordaunt, w.is tried by a general court-martial for 
neglecting Ids instructions, but w’as acipiittcd. 
''I’Ijc admiral taibli.shed a defence, aiui on tins the 
writer m llic Critical wa.sso severe, that the eiiuiged 
author connucuced an action against the jinnter, 
with till' Mew of finding the actual di'linqucnt, 
from whom he might demand full satisfaction 
should he turn out to be a gentleman ; or in otlier 
words, could deign to meet him with “pistols and 
coffins for two.” In this emergency, Smollett dis- 
played c(|ual (vrudi'iice and spirit. He apjicaled to 
the goodolliv-cs of the great patriot in the following 
amiLMUg letter, ((’helsea, March 24, 1759.) 

“ 7>cc itvnim Crusjnnus. your generosity with 
res])ect to .lohnson shall be the theme of our aji- 
plaiise and thanksgiving. I shall be very ]iroiid to 
find my.self eoiiijirehended in your league ofiensixo 
and defensive ; naj, 1 consider mj self already as a 
eontraeting party, and have recourse to the assis- 
tance of my allii's. It is not, I believe, uiilinowii 
to you that Adiwiral Knowles lias taken exeeiitioii 
at a paragraph in the Critical Review' of last IMay, 
and eomineneed a prosecution against the printer. 
Kow whatever ti'i'ininatiori tlie trial may liave, we 
shall infallibly be ('xposed to a eoiisiderahle ex- 
}ieiise, and therefore 1 wish to see the jiroseciition 
quashed. Some gentlemen v\ho are m\ fneiids 
have undertaken to find out, and talk VMth those 
who are supposed to leave influence witli the said 
Admiral; may 1 lu'g the same favour of yon and 
your friends ? 'I’lie trial will come on in the be- 
ginning of May^ ; and if flit' afliiir cannot he com- 
promised, we intend to kick up a dust and die hard. 
In a word, if tliat foolish Admiral has any regard to 
his own character, he will he quiet rather than 
provoke further the resentment of,” &c. 

Kotw'ithstanding this show of light on the part 
of the editor, the foolisli admiral continued inflex- 
ible, the jirosecution was not quashed, and sentence 
was on the jioiiit of being pronounced upon the 
printer, w hen the 1 )octor, w ho had ahvay s the spii it 
of asoldier, gallantly faced the Admiral, and avowed 
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himself the obnoxious autlior of the Strictures; 
Ht the same time offering the complaining party 
any satisfaction, or more plainl}', any choice of 
weapons which he might demand. But the foolish 
admiral was here more wily than the author; for 
he stuck to weapons of a h'gal kind. He instantly 
tacked about, and commenced an action against the 
principal ; at one broadside poor Smollett w'as 
fined one hundred jiounds, at a second, sentenced 
to thr^e months’ imprisonment in the King’s Bench. 
Still his ojien and manly method of fighting his 
private cruiser “ d’he (’ritical” against the huge 
brass-bottomed Admiral, gained him the sym- 
pathy and applause of (*very true lover of a “ fair 
stage, and no favour for assuredly none w'as 
shown to the author on this occasion. 

While in confinement, Smollett lost mother his 
spirit, nor the active talent which before distin- 
guished him. 1 fis friends crowded round him ; his re- 
putation rose still higher ; and he showed how w^dl 
he merited the support of the public hy jirodiieiiig 
one of the pleasantest and most eharaeteristic of his 
works, the Adventnn's of Sir liauncelot (Jrea’ies, 
ill the sjiirit of which he elosidy imhaled Orvantes, 
though in its manner and conduct he prescr\ed 
the air and grace of an original. The narrative is 
extremely inten'sting, and in many jiarls delight- 
fnllj written, though it was hastily executed, and 
brought out in detached ])ortions in the Hritish 
Magazine (for 17()(), 17(11,) a new periodical work, 
to which he was induced to attach his name. In the 
adventures of* his hero, Smollett is said to have 
described those of some of his fellow-prisoners, 
remarkable for the vicissitiid'es and strange varieties 
of fortune they had exjK'rlenced ; and it is these 
which in part rescue liim from tlie charge of a 
mere iuiilalion of his great original. Indeed lu 
anticipates some objections that might he made to 
the vork on tlu'se grounds, h> introducing the fol- 
low iiig (liah-gue. “ ‘ What !’ said Ferret, addressing 
Sir Laii’icelot, ‘>011 set up for a modern Jhm 
Quixote ? The selieme is loo stale and extravagant ; 
what was an humorous and well-tiiMcd satire in 
Spain, near two hundred years ago, Mill make bin 
a sorry jest mIumi really acted from affectation at 
this time of day in England.’ 'J’he Knight e^yeing 
this censor with a look of disdain, re])lied in a solemn, 
lofty tone, ‘ I am lU'ither an affected imitator of 
Don (Quixote, nor, as 1 trust in Heaven, visited b\ 
that spirit ol“ liinae\, so admirably displayed in the 
fictitious character exhibited by the illimitable Cer- 
vaiites. 1 see and distinguish objects as they 
are di.scerned and described hy other men. 1 
quarrel with none but the foes of virtue and de- 
corum, against Mhom I have declared jierpetiial 
war, and those 1 will everywhere attack as tlie 
natural enemies of mankind.’” 

It is singular that Sir Launcelot (ireaves, likeDoii 
Quixote, should have been partly the production of 
prison hours; nor was it the only work in winch 
Smollett was engaged— he was at the same time 
busied for the booksellers, and took a share in the 
modern ])art of an universal history, compiled from 
original writers, hy the authors of the ancient part, 
w'hich first appeared in three volumes, and was 
exten led to the number of forty-two, being brought 
down to the year 1765. The portions written by 
Smollett are known to have b<*"n the hi.stories of 
France, Italy, and Germany ; and the .separate vo- 
mnes as tliey appeared were noticed at some length 
in tlic (’ritical IJcvicw. 


Nearly at the same time this elegant and indefa- 
tigable writer completed liis Continuation of the 
History of Ihigland, in five eonsecutivi^ volumes, 
first published in detached numbers, brought dowo 
to the year 1705, and the next year k was piiblislied 
in two large volumes 4to. 'J’his eoncliidiiig portion 
be is stated to have .sold to tlie printer, at a price 
which enabled the latter to resell it to the book- 
sellers on the same day at a profit of 1, ()()()/., while 
the author himself for the entire history, which luul 
occupied him more or less for years, amidst otln^r 
engros.siijg subjects, realized for the whole no larger 
a sum tlinn i2,()(M)/. It had at the sam<‘ time proved 
an exceedingly anxious, difficult, and even ungra- 
cious task, bringing down the ohloipiy and ven- 
geaiiC(‘ of difleri nt factions ujioii liis head, w ho 
had neither the discrimination nor tlie gratitutle to 
reflect that Smolletf, m thus filling the important 
.station of a great piom'cr in many diqiartinents of 
modern history and learning, and 111 clearing aw‘a\ 
the mass of heavj and useless rubbish, of low and 
superstitious fallaci('s, w hich choked up the sources 
of general know ledge, and giving sound clear views 
of the literature of the eighteenth centiirj, was 
eonterring inestimable benefits iijxm the reading 
generations lluit vmmc to follow him. Ihidowed 
with the fire and emulation cif Mieeessful genui.s, lu* 
hod to MihdiK* the natural warmth and impetuosity 
of liis feelings to the stiiei dictates and calm tone 
of what lu* eonsidereil ini])aitial narrative; Iu> had 
the Herculean task of attenijding to dive".t hini.sGf 
of low parly spirit in describing recent transactions ; 
while, the historian ol’ his own times, he sympa- 
thizi'd v'ilh the distress, and rejoiced in the pro- 
s])enty of Iiiseounti y, Vet how was he to penetrate 
into the eaiiM'S of disgrace or triuni])]i — develop 
the secrets of the n igiiing eahinets, or those mo- 
j tives of faelion upon which tiiiu* only ri'lleets 
liaht? It was impo.ssihle lu* could so write as to 
j)lea.se any set of im*n, or any dominant ])Uity ; and 
if he gave umbrage to many distinguislied indivi- 
duals, in .some of wliose doctrlneii he had been 
ediieati'd, and whose early principles he had ap- 
proved, it was his generous zeal for his country, 
and for its interests as an integral ])art of the im- 
pjiv, as well as for thosi* of humanity itself, which 
at some moments ctiiTied him away, and hy the 
.sevent}^ of liis strictures, led him to commit f.iulls 
oppo.sed to the dictates of his cooler iiidgnieiit. 
The individual resentnu'iit he thus incurred was not 
trilling; hut vvitli the same niaiilv fieedom he soon 
rose above his early ])r(“jiifiic("', forcrot his ictnner 
enmities, and eonvineed the world hy the liberality 
of liis views and the warmth of his jiraises, that 
want of di.scernmen*^ uul of gratitude was not one 
of his ^aillng.^. 'The well-merited eiieomiums be- 
stowed upon Garrick, and the justice he reiuh'red 
to Jjyttleton, afford siiliieient evidence that he could 
be as .sineeri* and ar(h*nt in the serv lee of his friends, 
as k<“<*n aiul hitler in his invectives against real 
or imaginary enemies. And when Garrick cx- 
pres.scd his deep sensi* of tliis conduct, in a letter 
full of eompliinentary remarks, aceomiiaiiied by 
a copy of his Winter’s Tale, the author re])eated 
the declaration of his sentim<*iits in still s1rongt*r 
terms, a.s appears from th<* following letter to the 
great actor, dated from ('belsca (Jan. 27, 1762.) 

“ I this morning received yonr Winter’s Tale, 
and Tim agreeably flattered by this mark of your 
attention. What I have .said of Mr. Garnek in the 
History of England, was, I protest, the language 
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ol my heart: T phall rejoice if he thinks T have 
done him barely justice. In f^iving a short sketch of 
the liberal arts, I could not, witli any propriety, 
forbear mentioning a gentleman so eminent ly dis- 
tinguished by a genius that has no rival. Besides, 
1 thought it was a duty incumbent on me, in par- 
ticular, to make a public atonement, in a work of 
truth, for wrongs done him in a work of fiction.” 

ljanguagt‘ like this is as honourable to the writer, 
as the turn he giv(*s to his sentiments is ingenious 
and happy ; nor is whnt follows less afl'ecting from 
the circumstance alluded to as the cause of a more 
frequent and cultivated intercourse not having taken 
place betWH'en two individuals so eminently distin- 
guLsh(‘d and unrivalled in their resjieetive careers. 

“ Among the other inconveniences arising from 
ill health, 1 d(‘t‘ply reeret my being disahh'd from a 
personal cultivation of your good will, and the nn- 
sj»ealvable enjoyment I should sometimes derive from 
your ])nvate conversation, as well as from the 
public exertion of jour talents; hut seipiestered as 
I am from the world of enti^rtainnient, tlie eoii- 
seioiisness of standing well in joiir opinion, w'lll 
(‘V(‘r aiiord singular satisfaction to," iS:e. 

Nor w;iK Sniolh^tt at tlie same time less mindful 
of what he owed in this resiiei'f to his other con- 
temporaries, among whom was AKenside, the ing<*- 
nioiis author of The IMeasures of the Jmagination, 
Dr. Armstrong, Dr. (Jrainger, and sever.il more, in- 
Foinneh as to remove the siispieion, that liis motives 
might hi* actuated only hy a wish to conciliati* for 
his interest men of great puhlie intluenee like 1 a t- 
tleton and (Jarriek. Robertson, Jliune, and dohii- 
soii, were likew’ise mentioned in handsome terms, 
with whom, however, he had invariably contimied 
in habits of friendly interoon 'se ; and he in parti- 
cular alludes to his immed ate jiredecessor and 
great model in that art of jirose fiction hy w hicli he 
first commaiidi'il success, in language which show'ed 
tliat he w'us incapable of any illilieral or envious 
feelings with regard to thi* universally adiniri'd 
aiitlior of Tom dones. “ Tin* genius of (Vr- 
vantes,” he observes, “ was iraiisfused into the 
novels of Fielding, who painted tlie characters and 
ridiculed the follies of life with equal strength, 
humour, and propriety.” 

Smollett's eimnexion wdth the Critical Review 
still continued, and it did not fail (o involve Inm in 
other disputes, where the advantage w as not always 
upon the editor’s side. In J7ni the puhlieation of 
^riie Roseiad was roughly handled hy one of the cen- 
sors of his critical jires.s, who insinuated that it was 
the production of IMr. Colmau or Mr. Lloyd, or that 
thi*y w ere at least in some manner eoneeriied in it. 
'i’o this both these eminent Avits replied in a sjn- 
rited manner, dcnjdng the cliarge in the public 
jiajicrs. This w'as i'ollowT'd by Churchill placing his 
name to the second I'dition ; and paying Smollett the 
compliment, as in former eases, of the authorship of 
the obnoxious article, he rotaliatcii Avith some bit- 
terness in Ids Ajiology to the Critical l\evic\^crs. 

“ Wticncf coukl arise this iiuphty critic spleen, 

Tlie muse a fuller, luul lier tiieiiie so mean t 
What had I done, that angiy Heaven should send 
The bitteiest foe where most J vusii’d a Ineml ' 

Ott h.dh my toiifjfuc been wanton at thy name, 

And hail’d the honours of tliy matchless fame 
Foi me l(‘i Imary ‘ Fielding’ bile Hie ground. 

So nobler ‘ Piekle’ stand supeibly tioimd; 

From law’s temples tear tli’ histone crown, 

WJiioli with more jnsliee blooms iijion thine own ” 

It would, however, appear, from the following 
Vtter, that Churchill was misinformed Avith regard 


to tlie author of the critique ; and it is evident that 
Smollett was unwdlling to lose tlie good opinion of 
that renoAvned satirist, and still more of Mr. Col- 
inan, Avho aoei sed him even of attacking his moral 
character in his Review, since he wrote to his friend 
Garrick, with the view of exonerating himself from 
both charges at once. U'liis letter is dated Chelsea, 
April .0, 17(51. — “ I sec Mr. Colrnan has taken 
otlence at the article in the ‘Critical K’eview’ w'hich 
treats of the ‘ Roseiad,’ and I understand he siis- 
jiected mi* to be (he author of that article. Had he 
asked me the question, 1 should have freely told 
liim 1 was not the author of the offensive article, 
and readily eontribiited to any decent scheme Avliich 
might have been projiosed for his satisfaction ; but 
as be has appealed to the public, I slitdl leave liim 
and the real author to settle the affair between 
tlicjiisehes, and content myself A\ilh declaring to 
you, and tirat upon my honour, that 1 did not write 
one word of the artiele upon the Roseiad, and that 
I have no ill-will nor envy to Mr. (’olmaii, whom I 
have uhvays respecteil as a man of genius, and 
Avhose genius I shall alwajs he ready and pleased 
to acknowledge, eilhiT in jirivate or in public. 1 
envy no man of merit, and I can safely say, 1 do not 
even repine at the siieeess of tho>e avIio have no 
merit, i am old enongli to luiAc seen and obserAcd 
that Ave are all pluj tilings of fortune, and that it 
depends upon soinelhiiig as insignilieant and preca- 
rious as the tossing nj> of a halfpenny , wliether si 
mail rises to sitllnenee and honours, or continues to 
his dying day struggling with the diilienlties and 
disgraces of life. I dcMiv to live quietly with all 
mankind, and, if ])os.sihle, to he on good terms with 
all those aaIio liave ilistinginslied themselves by 
their merit. J must own, that if I had examined 
the article upon the Roseiad before it Avas sent to 
the press, 1 should ha\e put my negative upon 
some expressions in it, thuiigli I cannot sec in it any 
retleetioii to (he prejudice of Mr. Colman’s moral 
chaiMcter; but I have bt'Cii so hurried since my 
enlargement (from prison) that 1 liad not time 
to w rite one artiele in the (h'itical Review^ exeepit 
that upon Bowser's History, and perhaps I slialliiot 
Avrite another these six months. Tliis hurry and a 
had state of lu'altli ha\ e jireveiitcd me from return- 
ing tlie visit you favoured me with in tlie King’s 
Bench. 1 heg you w ill accept tliis letter in lieu of 
it, and believe me, tliat no man respects JMr. (Jar- 
rick more than he is respected by his obliged, hum- 
hle bcrA'ant,” &c. 

It is cA'ident, from some passages in the foregoing 
letters, thatnotwitlistanding Smollett’s natural elas- 
ticity of mind and buoyant spirits, the untoward 
circumstance of his tine and imprisonmeut, the un- 
remitted exertions he had made to olniate further 
ill eonsequenees, Avith his eagerness to despatch 
every undertaking in Avhich he engaged, had begun 
seriously to undermine a constitudon never very 
robust. The symptoms of disorder an ore often 
aggravated hy the unfortunate contests in which he 
involved himself, hy tlie tenacity Avith Avhicb he 
adhered to opinions once maturely formed, and 
W'hich are always defended with more xeal than 
those in A\hieli a man has been educated, and never 
found occasion to change. About this period (170:2) 
that actiAc citizen and Coryplneus of his Jiarty, 
Wiike.s, w ho had been returned member for Ayles- 
bury, published w ithout his name, Observations on 
the Fapers relative to the Rupture Avith Spain, &c. 
a eojiy of vNhich he presented, with expressions 
r 
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of kind repjards, to the Doctor, who, in Oie confi- 
dence of friendship, replied to him in a letter 
(Chelsea, Mhrch 28, 1762), in which he ventured 
to disapprove the political opinions wliieh the 
pamphlet contained, but with marked detereiice to 
so awful a politician as IVIr. W. already showed 
himself: — “ My warmest regard, aftection, and 
attachment you have long ago secured. Wlien I 
presume to differ from you in any ])oint of opinion, 
I shall always do it with diffidence and deference. 
I have been ill these three weeks, hut hope* soon to 
be in a condition to pay my respects to Mr. Wilkes 
in person. Meanwhile 1 must beg leave to trouble 
him with another packet, which he will be so good 
as to correct at liis hnsure. That lie may continue 
to enjoy his happy flow of spirits, and jiroceed 
through life with a flowing sail of prosperity, is the 
wish and the hojic, and the confident expectation 
of,” &c. 

It has been seen that Smollett, in addition to his 
labours as an historian, took a wnirm interest in tin* 
great politieal events of the day, that lie had consi- 
derably modifii'd Ids ^V^hig opinions, and expressed 
his disjipprobation of several measures of the exist- 
ing ministry with fearless candour. Soon after the 
accession of (leorge Til., that prince’s former tutor, 
the Earl of llute, the favourite of the Queen-mother, 
to whom he owed Ids advancement, was, by dint of 
court intrigue, aiipoiiited First (Vmindssioner of 
the Treasury (IMay 29, 1762) and formed an adnd- 
Tiistralion, feeble as it w’as, wholly subservient to 
his view’s. lint the strong feeling tlien excited 
against Idm as a North Briton, tin* circumstance of 
his being elevated above the beads of those under 
whom he had acted a subordinate part, and his 
presumed inexperience, rendered him an object of 
national jealousy and distrust. In a jioMtion so 
insecure, (h'fieuding upon the smiles of a (tiieen- 
regent, as tlie Dowager really w'as, and the sulh*n 
obedience of the young King, tlie new jirender felt, 
like Walpole liefore him, how’ iiiucli he wanted tlie 
“pen of a ready w-riler;” and in this respect, at 
least, he slioweif more discornincut than the old 
Whig, by confiding his cause to men of talent. 
Smollett’s well-founded dislike to the Whigs in- 
duced him to join the new ministry, and on the 
day of the premier’s advaneenient lie brought out 
the first number of a weekly pajicr in dcfiniee of 
his measures, entitled Tlie ilntoii Wilkes, who 
.soon afterwards became so conspicuous in the ranks 
of opjKisition, paid a handsome compliment to the 
talents of his fnend, as well as to his disinterested 
views ; for on hearing it observed in a mixed com- 
pany, that Lord Bute had engaged Smollett to con- 
duct the new journal, he jioiiitedly observed, “It 
seems his lordsliip, after having distributed among 
Jiis adherents all the places under government, is 
detiTinined to monopolize the wit also.” (Moore s 
/.//<’, &,<;.) T’erhaps Wilkes was the only man who 
could thus afford to do justice to the merit of a 
political opponent like the Doctor; and to counter- 
act, as far as possible, the influence of bis name, the 
former was invited to take the direction of an 
o]>position journal, to be called Tlie JCnglishman. 
The North Briton, however, amis the name, 
since become so celebrated, adopled by the inwv’ 
partizan, who rushed into tlie arena like a gladiator 
in all his vigour, with the additional advantage of 
being perfectly experienced in liis art — of wielding 
every weapon of political warfare with eonsiimmate 
power and skill ; while Smollett’s day was upon the 


decline, his early fire and vigour nearly consumed, 
Ills powcr.s of iiiA’cctive and cutting retort, un- 
equal to encounter the keen and searching satire 
of the political thunderer of his day, whose re- 
sistless bolts fell with tremendous effect, like those 
of a leading and celebrated journal of our own day, 
whose fiat is the word of fate. 

It would be idle to attemjit to gloss over the sub- 
scipient defeat, and, it may almost be said, flight of 
“ The Briton,” with hideous rout and Avild uproar 
of his ministerial columns, before the giant prowess 
of him of the “North,” whose hlow'S falling indiseri- 
nimately upon the Avliole host of Soots, including 
the nation itself, succeeded in breaking up tiieir 
alliance, sowing dissension in their camp, and giv- 
ing the cotip dc prate to the short-lived campaign of 
the Bute commands*. 'Die discomfited “ Briton” 
ceased to exist on the 12t!i of Fidiriiarv, 176.‘k and 
in its death, as in its life, involved Smollett in fresh 
disputes, jiarticularly Avilh Dr. Armstrong, and 
several others among his distingnish('d eomitrymcn. 
The annoiinceineiit of its failure Avas followed, at 
no distant mtcr\’al, by the fall of tlie premier Inm- 
self (Sth of April J76.‘l) ; tin* tide of ])Opiilar discon- 
tent Avas too strong to be resisted, and resigning Ins 
idace as First (’onnnissioiier of tin; Treasury, lie 
very sensibly declined to rc-aj)t>car upon the stag(‘, 
and dex'^oted the rest of liis days to the (iiiict of re- 
tirement. l>i‘feat, us is inA’ariahly the ease, threw 
undeserved obloipiy even upon such inerus as lio 
may have possessed; and it Avas tlie same Aiith 
Smollett, AvhoM* didenee of the administration, liow- 
ever generous and disinlen-sted, Avas any thing but 
jKilitie AA’itli an antagonist likiAA'ilkes, and brought 
doAvn on his dcAnited “ Briton” a complete inunda- 
tion of national invective and abuse. There can be 
little doubt, indeed, that Smollett noAV deejily r<'- 
gretted, witli Ins friend and biograplier. Dr. Moore, 
“ that be ex’er became a jiarty -writer, by Avhioh he 
lost some of liis old friends, and aerpiired but \ery 
eold-liearted ik'av ones in llieir stead.” ff'here is 
reason likcAvise to supjiosi*, fi orn the testiniony ol’Dr. 
Anderson, that when Lord Bute resigm-d, li'aviiig 
hiK successors amidst tlie storm of missiles liurled 
from the hands of tlie North Briton and his 
coadjutors, he is stated to have treated Sinolleti, 
w'itli marked and unmerited neglect, wlule he 
shoA^ed himself a gmierous patron of men of infe- 
rior influence and taUmt 

Early m the year 176.‘k avc find Smollett's name 
associated w’ltli that of Dr. Franklin and others, in 
anollier extensive and laborious undertaking — a 
T’ranslation of the Works of Voltaire, A\ith Note!-, 
Historical and (Critical, in 27 vols, t2nK); liut it 
does not appear that lie enlercd upon tin* task witli 
any of his customary assiduity and sjiirit. lie in 
fact fi‘It that it Avas uoav necessary to economize his 
remaining poAvers, wdiieh had in some degree suf- 
fered from intense and niirernitted a])])lieation, and 
to reap, if possible, a certain advantage from liis 
iiunie and interest, unconnected w ith the entire con- 
duct and laborioiui details of ncAV works. The assist- 
ance he thus gave to the English (>dition of Voltaire 
Avas slight; nor did he take a more active jiart in 
a popular coinjnJation, entitled, 'fhe Present State 
of All Nations, &(■., a description of Avorks for 
wliich he possessed so engaging a style and such 
decided talent. It wais reprinted in 17G8, and w<>nt 
throngli several new editions subsequent to that 
period. 

In addition to liis physical sufferings and the 
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tlisappointments he had sustained from the failure of 
several schemes, after the time of liis unfortunate 
imprisonment, Smollett had now the affliction of 
losin/^ his only child, a daughter to whom lie was 
tenderly attached, and whose amiable disposition 
and fine accomplishments endeared her no less to 
lier parents than to their common friends. She had 
alnwly become tlie solace of his anxious thoughts 
and increasing cares, as well as of his advancing 
years ; and, as if to give a fresh sling to her parents’ 
bereavement, they were deprived suddenly of the 
only object of their future hopes, in the fifteenth 
year of her age. 

It was observed that tliis domestic calamity made 
a strong impression upon {Smollett’s mind ; and it 
is no wonder, that, after a sedentary devotion to 
literary labours upwards of twenty years, checpiered 
with many anxieties, with shattered healtli, and sad 
experience of neglect where he had looked for 
respect and gratitude, he listened to the ardent 
wishes of his wife that he should detach himself 
wholly from political affairs, and leave England to 
try tlie benefit of a milder climate. 1 le was exactly 
in that position which, independent of any tem- 
porary circumstances, rendered a step of this kind 
advisable, if he ever hoped to enjoy restoration to 
liealtli, or the noble and animating feeling m Iiich 
formerly carried him to Ids desk with the spirit 
tluit imjjels tlie war-horse, or the generous steed in 
the eidlvening chase. lie readily acceded there- 
Jbre to his wife’s request, and in the month of June 
irfi.'h he aceompanied her abroad, and continued 
npw.irds of two years in Franco and Italy, 

The fruits of Smollett s travels, as formerly in 
the instance of his I’crcgrinc I’ickle, he has jdaced 
ii[)on record in an able and lucly, but somcn\lrat 
)irejudic(‘d view of society and maniuTs upon the 
eoritiiioiit. In ITGh appear<‘d his Travels through 
FraiK'e and Italy, eoiitainiiig Observations on (’ha- 
rai'ter, C’listoms, Religion, Government, I'olice, 
('ommerce, Arts, Aiitii[aities ; with a particular 
description of the 'I’own, Territory, and (dimate of 
Nice ; to which is added a Register of the Weather, 
kept during a rcsideiiee of eighteen mouths in that 
('ity, in 2 vols, 8vo, altogether presenting a hill of 
fare, it must he admitted, which could liardly fail 
to hit the taste of the most fastidiou.s, or satisfy the 
apyietite of the most voracious reader. Like the 
distinguished authors in more recent times, of the 
admirable letters of Peter, and also of I’aul to their 
kinsfolk, he produced Ins work in tin* epistolary 
style, and addressed his letters to friends in England, 
from different [ilaces in tlic countries through Mhich 
he passetl. Many of these letters, esi>eeially for a 
biographical purpose, are of the highest interest 
and importance, and very happily descriln* his 
state of mind, his view.s and opinions, as well as the 
motives which induced him to leave his native 
country. 'Plie first letter is couched in the following 
affecting words ; — 

“ In gratifying your curiosity, I shall find some 
amusement to hegiiile the tedious hours, which, 
without some employment, would he rendered in- 
feupportahle by distemper and disquiet. 

“You knew and pitied my situation; traduced 
by malice, persecuted by faction, and overwhelmed 
b^ the sense of a domestic calamity, which it was 
not in tin* power of fortune to repair. 

“ My wife earnestly begged I would convey her 
from a country where every object served to nourish 
her grief. 1 was in hopes that a succession of new 

I 


scenes would engage her attention, and gradually 
draw off her mind from a series of painful reflec- 
tions ; and 1 imagined the change of air, and a 
journey of near a thousand miles, would liave a 
happy effect upon my ow n constitution.” 

The natural warmth and impaiience of Smollett’s 
disposition was sadly aggravated by disappointment 
and disease; he seems to have passed over his 
ground in alternate fits of irritation and despon- 
dency, and affords a melancholy, thougli we apjire- 
heiid hardly useful example of an ardent tempera- 
ment and line imagination, hurrying its possessor 
too rapidly towards the living grave of premature 
decrepitude and mental old age ; tliat which it w*as 
the bitter portion of {Swift, of Fielding, and of most 
grand and generous sjiirits, who rose above the 
low cunning and worldly cant of their limes, and 
met the intellectual combats they had to sustain 
with the hearts of gladiators, to experience, and to 
prove that there is no happy old age for the martyrs 
of mind — the heroes of the great conflict, ever 
warring, who feel keenly, and make the wrongs of 
mankind their own. (km we feel surprised that 
the victim of hodily and of mental pain, long en- 
dured wdth silent, uncomplaining spirit, should have 
lalioured under a constant fit (/f ill-humoiir, and 
looked at foreign society and manners through a 
prejudic<‘d medium? II is observations, therefore, 
upon Italy, and its sphuidid memorials of art, ought 
always to be read with allowance for the trying 
circumstances in which they were recorded ; but 
which, at the moincni, exposed him to the repre- 
hension of natives and connoisseurs. 

“With respect,” he says, “to tlie famous Venus 
Fontia, commonly called I)e IMedicis, 1 believe 1 
ou»>ht to be entirely silent, or at least to conceal my 
real sentiments, which will otherwise appear equally 
absurd and presumptuous. It must he v\aut ol taste 
that prevents my feeling that entlinsiastie admira- 
tion with v^hich others are inspired at the Mght of 
this statue. I cannot help thinking tliere is no 
beauty in the features of Venus, and that the atti- 
tude IS awkward and out of eliaracter.”— 
XXVll. 

“ 1 w'as much disappointed at sight of the Pari- 
th con, which, after all that has been said of it, looks 
lik<* a huge coek-pit open at the top.” — XXXI. 

The ill-humoured and monotonous tone of these 
letters, besides other criticisms, drew upon Smollett 
tlie ([uaiiit and cutting irony of Ins conteiiiporary 
Sterne.— more pungent from the sarcastic tone in 
winch it w'as conveyed. 

“ 'I’he learned Sinelfungus travelled from Boulogne 
to I'liris — from Baris to Rome — and so on ; but he 
set out with the spleen and jaundice, and every 
object he passed by was discoloured and distorted, 
lie thought he wrote an account of them ; hut it 
was nothing hut an account of liis miserable feel- 
ings. 1 met Smelfungus in the grand portico of 
the Bantheon, — he was just coming out of it. ‘ It 
is nothing hut a huge cock -pit,’ said he. ‘I wish 
you had said nothing of the Venus Medieis,’ re- 
plied I ; for in passing through Florence I heard 
that lie had fallen foul upon the goddess, and used 
her worse than a common strumpet without the 
least provocation in nature. I jioppcd upon Smel- 
fuiigus again at Turin, in hi.s return home, with a 
sad tale of sorrowful adventures he had to fell, 
wherein he spoke of ‘moving accidents by flood 
and field,’ and of the cannibals which each other 
eat — the Anthropopliagi. He had been flayed alive, 
c 2 
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and bedeviled, and worse used than St. Bartholo- 
mew, at every stage he had come at. ‘ ITl tell it,’ 
said Sinelfungus, ‘to the world.’ ‘ You had better 
tell it,’ said 1, ‘to your jdjysician.’” — Senlluivnial 
Jounu'fi, vol. i. 

In regard to the effect of bodily distemper, there 
is little doubt that Sterne was liere right ; hut 
though he did not, like the invalid, tind all barren 
from Dan to Beersheeba, and joked, and whistled 
for want of care as he Iripjieil along ; yet Smollett, 
as he felt his last hour approaching in the jirime of 
manhood, hardly midway lu his anxious and ehee- 
(juered career, displayed more true fortitude than 
“ the fellow of infinite jest and perhaps, while he 
could ill repress the exjiression of his feelings, was 
as conscious as his censor of the real state of the 
case, and even of the kind of prejudice under 
Avhich he spoke. As if jiossessed with the idea 
that he should not long continue to battle with the 
malady which yielded neither to change of air 
nor medical treatment, lie determined to make a 
tour into his native country, the scenery of which 
had before so much bimefited and exhilarated him. 

Upon reaching Edinburgh, towards the com- 
mencement of dune 1700, he first spent some time 
with his mother, who still survived at an advanced 
age, wdth the piTfect use of her faculties, and w ith 
no common share of humour, which, in addition to 
the bonds of filial affection, gave Smollett more 
than the customary gratification of a son, who 
knew how to appreciate her tenderness and worth. 
ILe next proceeded with his sister Telfer, and Ins 
nephew, a young officer in the army, to (llasgow, 
irom whence, alter a brief stay, they repaired, ac- 
coiiqianiedby Smollett’s earliest friend. Dr. Moore, 
to Cameron, tlie residence of his cousin, Mr. Smol- 
lett, of Bonhill, on the lordly banks of Tioch 
Lomond. 

Wo are informed upon the best authority, that 
of his companion and ph) sician, T)r. ISIoore, that 
during liis residence in Scotland, the invalid was 
almost continually tormented with severe rheumatic 
pains ; that he w as moreover afflicted with an nicer 
on his arm, wdiich, having been at first neglected, 
resisted every attempt to heal it. He was often so 
ill as to be confined for days together to his 
chamber; hut during his intervals of ease, his 
manner and conversation resumed their natural 
charm and buoyancy, and his society was eagerly 
sought by his countrymen and friends. At length, 
finding no alteration of his eomplaiiit, he left 
Scotland in the autumn of the same year, having 
taken a hist farewell of his sorrowing relatives and 
friends, and immediately proceeded to spend the 
w’inter at Bath. 

To the surprise, however, of liis medical attend- 
ants, after suflering a severe rela]*si‘, he rallied in the 
beginning of the year 17()7. With his health, his 
spirits were greatly restored ; ho w as no longer 
the cynic traveller, dissatisfied at all he saw; and the 
manner in which he estimated this sudden change 
is shown in an interesting letter to his friend, 
3)r. Moore, in which he describes the symptoms 
of his case, curious in itself, and containing an 
additional proof of that benevolent and friendly 
interest he took in the misfortunes of others, one of 
Jhe most distinguishing traits of his character. 

“I have been for some weeks resolved to write 
you an account of my healtli, about which I know 
your friendly solicitude; hut what hastens the 
execution of iny purpose, is a letter 1 received last 


post from (’ommissary Smollett, desiring me to 
recommend a ])oor relation of ours to your counte- 
nance and jiroti'ction. Her name is ISIrs. , 

sister to . This unfortunate gentlewoman 

married , w ho had a small estate in the High- 

lands, which having sipiandered away, he made his 
retreat to Jamaica, leaving his w ife destitute, with 
a child upon her hands. In this emergency she 
had virtue enough to study midwifery under Dr. 
Young, of Edinburgli, who, T am told, has given 
ample testimony of lim* capacity ; and she is repre- 
sented to me as a person of unhli'mished eharaeter. 
She has, it seems, resolved to settle at CJlasgow, and 
there exercise her profession. 1 need sny no more, 
know'iiig, as 1 do, that you will have a projier 
regard to the interest T take in her concerns ; and 
that if }oii find her propmTy qualified, you will 
(“iieouragc her as miieh as your own views and 
conm‘\ioiis may jiennit. 

“ So much for Airs. ; and now for 1 )r. Smol- 

lett. You must remember the miserable way in 
AAhich 1 was at parting Aiith }ou in August last; 
at iny relurii to Bath I caught a cold, m eonse- 
queiiee of which my rheumatic jiaiiis retired, and 
the disorder in my hri'ast recurred, namely, an or- 
thopnma w'ith an ngly cough and sjiitliiig, exclnsiAe 
of a Hiw fever, from w hieh 1 had never been free. 
But these symptoms gave me little disturhaiiee in 
eoriiparison with the ulcer on my fore arm, which 
continued to spread until it oeeniiied the whole 
space from about three inches above the wri^t to 
the liall of the thumb, so tiuit T was entirely 

deprived of the use of my right hand, and the 

inflammation and pain daily increased. In the 
hegmiiing of Nom'ii.Iht, it was supposed to he 
cancerous; at that jieriod 1 could not sleep witliout 
an opiate, my fever hecaine coutinnal, my appi'tito 
failed, and the rhi'umatisni again in\ ailed me from 
the neck to the heel. In a word, I despan ed of 

ever seeing the end of winter, and every night 

when I went to bed fervently wished that 1 might 
he dead before morning. In this uiieonifortahle 
situation I consulted with JMessrs. IMiddletoii and 
fsliarj), the twn> nio.4 eminent surgeons in England, 
who wTre then, and are still at Bath. I had my 
hand dressed before iheni, and jiroposed a course 
for the cure which they approved. J forthwith 
began to dress the sore with doiihle mercurial oint- 
ment made without liirpentiTu*. 1 took a dose of 
Van Swieten's solution of corrosive siihliiiiate every 
morning, and drank a quart o^‘ strong deemtloii 
sarsa? every day. On the si'eoiul day of this regiiiieri 
the matter was much mended, and the ]>ain con- 
siderably abated. In one week 1 w’as quite fri'i’ of 
the fever and my rheumatism, and my apiietile 
returned in full jierfection. In ten days 1 lett off 
taking the sublimate, for by tins time the ulcer 
was almost closed, and in another week skinned 
over.” 

In addition to the dangerous and distressing 
symptoms from which he appeared to have thus 
hajipily recovered, the once brilliant and gay ad- 
venturer, — on the st‘a, — in foreign lands, — and ic 
the more difficult regions of fiction and of general 
literature, had become a martyr to that tornieriting 
malady, the asthma. “ I still,” he says, “ drink tin* 
decoction, and never stirred out of my house till 
yesUTday, when 1 ventured out in a chair and gi't 
a cursed cold, which J find will produce a cursed 
fit of the asthma; this, however, 1 will bear with- 
out repininjr. In a word, my cure is looked upon 
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as somothiDg supernatural ; and I must own that I 
now liiid myself better in health and spirits than T 
have been at any time these seven years. Had 1 
been as w’ell iii summer, I should have exquisitely 
enjoyed my expi'dition to Scotland, which was 
productive of nothing to me but misery and dis- 
(juiel. Between friends, I am now convinced that 
my brain was in some measure affected ; for I had 
a kind of coma xutjil u])oii me from April to No- 
vemher without intermission. 

“In consideration of thesi* circumstances I know 
you will forgiv(‘ all my peevishness and discontent ; 
and tell good IMrs. Moore, to m horn I ]>reseut my 
most cordial respects, thatA\ith regard to me she 
has as yet seen nothing but the wrong side of the 
tapestry. I’ray renn'inber me kindly to your 
brother-in-law, Mr. Simson ; Drs. Stevenson and 
Douglas; to honest Rohm Erie, and all my Glas- 
gow friends. Write to me with your first con- 
venience, directing to Dr. Smollett, Gay-streid, 
Rath; and ludieve me, with the warmest affection 
and esli'cm,” 

It IS a singular fact, wdiieh exemplifies tlie power 
of habit over susceptible temperaments like that of 
Smollett, that on Ills partial restoration to health, he 
again einbaiki'd on that sea of troubles which had 
more than once tlireateni*d to overwhelm Intn, and 
make sliipw ri'ck of his dearest hopes. He had at 
the same time the prudence to select the vehicle of 
fiction in whudi to convey bis satirical strictures 
and observations on jiolitical life; and in 17(10 
brought out Ins History and Adventures of an 
Atom, (two vols, Svo,) a wirk in many resjiects 
wholly opposi'd to any ol' lus former productions. 
It IS indeed a sort of jiolitical romanci*, assuming 
to ha\e been composed about the year 174S, and 
reiiresenting, under .lufiane^-e naiiu’s, the characters 
and conduct of the leaders of diiferent factions in 
Great Britain from the heginning of the bVeiich 
war (17')4) to the dissolution of the great ('liatliam 
administration in 17()7-N. In this it would seem 
(hat he had found occasion to alter his opinion le- 
s])cctmg Lord Bute, w hose elevation heluul fonneriy 
advocated; and in the continuation of Ins liistory 
we fifcd that his sentiments in regard to ]\lr\ Pitt, 
a servant “ givmi by the peojile to the king,” 
underwent no loss marked a i-hange ; — dilhcnlt to 
r-econeile witli political eonsisleiiey , if we take the 
whole of Ills character and writings into aeeounl. 

It is not siii-pnsnig that the exeitenient of po- 
lemic.il (bseussions should have brought a reeiir- 
renee of Smollett's former eoniplamts both of niiiid 
and l)ody,whicli,w'i(h his charaeleristie iinpr-udenee, 
he found means to aggravate rather than allay. It 
wasevideiit, indeed, to Ins medical adviser’s, as vvidl as 
to his frieiuLi, that only an entire change of scene 
and of piii’SLiits could oiler llu‘ slightest in’oniise of 
permanent eonvaleseence, though lie had not yet 
.ittained his fiftieth'y ear ; and Di'. Armstrong, [)r. 
Hunter, and J>i-. Dickson, strongly recommended 
him to try once more the inllueiiee of the climate 
of Italy. Smollett’s circumstances, however-, not 
being in a condition to enable him to bear the 
expense, ajiplication was made by Ins friends to ob- 
tain for him the ollicial appointment of consul of 
Nice, Naples, or Leghorn. Unfoitiinately it w’as not 
successful; beeaiise, in tlie opinion of I )i’. Ander- 
son, he was not the jianegyiast of men in power, 
and hecausi* he could not stooj» to jiractise the de- 
grading ar-ts of solicitation. 

There is little doubt that this almost insulting 


refusal to comply with the last w ishes of one, worn 
down in the service of the party then in power, and 
in national works which did honour to his country, 
greatly prey (‘d upon Smollett’s spirits, and increased 
his unfavourable symptoms. At the same time, he 
is .stated, hy his excellent friend and biographer, 
Dr. Moore, “ to have derived pleasure from the re 
flection that he had never deigned personally to 
solicit the jiatronage whicli ought to have been 
spiontaneously afforded. The hour was now draw ing 
near when that reflection would give him stillgreater 
satisfaction, and his want of riches less concern 
than before. No man feels remorse on his death- 
bed from the thought of dying poor ; many have 
felt it in a fearful degree from tlie thought of dying 
rich.” — Moore's L\jt\ cVc. 

Smollett left England for Italy, the last time, in 
the year 1770, with a constitution completely 
shattered, and in a state of almost complete debility, 
both bodily and mental. He first resided a short 
time at Leghorn, atti'injiting to rally from the 
fatigues of his voyage; then proceeded to IMonte 
Novo, a salubrious spot in the vicinity, delightfully 
situated, as would appear from the following letter 
to his friend Caleb 'VVhitcford, Esq. : — 

“Monte Novo, May 18, 177n. — You could not 
have made me a more agreeable jircsent than the 
papers I received from the liands of our good friend. 
Dr. Armstrong. Some of the iiieces I had read 
with great pleasure in one of your evening papers ; 
hut my own satisfaction is much increased hy 
knowing you are the author ; for, without flattery, I 
really think these fourteen letters eontam more sense, 
spirit, wit, and humour, than all I have as yet seen 
written on the other side of tin* question ; and I am 
fully persuaded that if )ou had two or three coad- 
jutors of equal talents to play to one another's liands, 
and keep up the ball of argument and ndiciile, jou 
would actual!}, at the long run, cither shame or 
laugh the people out of their absurd infatuation. 
Voiir ideas of character so exactly tallv with mine, 
tli.it 1 cannot help flattcvnig myself so far as to 
iinairine 1 should have expre-'Sed mv sentiments in 
the same manner on the same subject, had I been 
disp(*sed to make them jaihlic , siqiposing still that 
my ability corresponded with my ambition. 

“ 1 liop<‘ you will not discontinue your en- 
deavours to represent faction and false jiatriotism 
in their true colours, though T believe the ministry 
little deserves that any man of genius should draw 
his ])cn ill tlicir defence. 'I'liey seem to inherit 
the absurd stoieism of J.iord Bute, who set himself 
u]) as a ])ilIory to be pelted by all tlie blackguards 
of FngUnul, upon the supposition that thev would 
grow tired and le;ive ofl. 1 don’t find th:it your 
ministers take any jiains even to vindicate their 
moral characters from the foulest imjuitation. 1 
would never desire a stronger proof of a bad heart 
th-.in a total disreganl of reputation. A late nohle- 
iiiaii, who had been a member of several admini- 
strations, owned to me that oiu* good writer was of 
more importance to the government than twenty 
placemen in the House of (kmiinons. 

** I do not know when I shall have an opportunity 
of transmitting the papers to IMr. Ldncy; neither 
do I know in what part of Italy he resides. I 
should have sent them by Dr. Armstrong to Rome, 
had I read your letter befori- he set out ; but as be 
stayed at Leghorn only to dine w ith me, I did not 
open vonr packet till he was gone ; however, 1 shall 
not fail to comply with your directions as soon as 
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possible, y am at present rusti<^ated on the side of 
a mountain that overlooks the sea in the neighbour- 
hood of Leghorn; a most romantic and salutary situa- 
tion, where 1 should be happy in receiving another 
such mark of your charity and good will. If there is 
anything in Tuscany that you desire, I beg that 
you will, without ceremony, put it in my power to 
oblige you. Pray, who is uld Shfdmots? Is not 
Junius supposed to be Burke ? What is become of 
Mrs. Macaulay? They say she has been obliged to 
retire ; for what reason I do not know. Do, pray, 
throw away half an hour in giving me the political 
anecdotes of the times, and direct a Monsieur^ 
Monsieur Smollett^ chcz Monsieur lienner^ Nvgociant 
a Livourne. In the mean time wishing you every 
comfort and consolation that this rascally age affords, 
I am, with great affection and esteem,” &c. 

It was during his last residence in Italy, only a 
few months j)revious to liis decease, that Smollett 
published his “Expedition of Humphry Clinker,” 
the most humorous, if not the most interesting and 
entertaining among all his novels. It was written 
in the epistolary form, in throe vols, lilmo, and from 
its happy style and character, and the excpiisite 
pictures of life and manners, in every rank, which 
it exhibits, as well as its more matured observations 
and knowledge of human nature, speedily became a 
favourite with the public. In the marked character 
of Matthew Bramble h(* is believed to have rejjre- 
sented the fretful invalid and occasional misan- 
thrope, such as Sterne liad humorously represented 
him on his first visit to Italy; and he also embodied 
his remarks on revisiting his native country, na- 
turally recurring to the scenes of his boyhood, to his 
poetic days, and his fine spirited ode to Lcveii 
Water. Tliough more slow in its popular progress, 
his Humphry Clinker soon establislied for itself a 
permanent reputation ; elicited marks of applause 
from most of the journals and reviews; and is still 
regarded by many as the most legitimately enter- 
taining and characteristic of any of his productions. 

This delightful work is also rendered more inter- 
esting from the circumstance of its being his last, 
and distinguished for a sustained talent and a 
maturity of judgment, as well as rich incident, 
scarcely c(|iialled by the best of his former efforts. 

The few mouths of Smollett’s life succeeding 
this his final publication, were pas.sed comparatively 
free from pain; but his strcngtii was eompletely 
gone, bis ajipetite wholly forsook him, and he knew 
thathis closing hour w as at hand. He did not, how- 
ever, lose either his fortitude or his good humour, re- 
tained the full use of his faculties, and expired with 
perfect composure, at his house in the neighbour- 
hood of Leghorn, on the 21st of October, 1771, 
when only in the .'iLst year of his age. 

His wife had accompanied him in his voyage to 
Italy, had long shared his ebbing fortune, his suf- 
ferings, and disappointments, and relieved his 
sorrow by the tendercst solicitude and attention. 
Upon his decease she forgot not to record his 
worth and talents in a foreign land, by raising a 
monument, however plain, to his memory, with an 
inscription written by his intimate friend. Dr. 
Armstrong, in terms which show how higlily he 
estimated the character of him whom he commemo- 
rated. It would be needless, in a popular view, to 
give tile Latin original as he wrote it; but we 
prefer to give the excellent version appended to 
it, sufficiently and emphatically expressive of its 
minutest meaning : — 


Here 

I Rest tlie remaitiH 

ot 

Tt)bia.s Smollett, 

A Noitli Hnloii, 

Who, .sprunii: 

From an ancient and respectable fanulv 
Shone lorth an exaini)le 
Of the virtue of former times. 

Of an nifrenuouR countenance, 

And manly make. 

With a breast animated hy the purest spim 
He was eminently distmjiuished 
For great heticvolcnce of temper, 

And a generosity even above his fortune. 

Ills wit had cveiy character 
Of fertile inventiveness, 

Ot true ple.asantry, 

Of flexibility to every subject 
From Ins ajitness and wonderful capacity 
For every kind of learning, 

The exercise of these talents 
Frodined a variety of jileasing liclions. 

In which, 

With great cxulier.iiice ot f.iney, 

And true hunioiii, 
lie laughed at and descrilied 
The lives and manners ol men 
While 

(Shameful to relate) 

This genius, 

This hommi to Ins eouiitry. 

Met with nothing 

In these abandomul, worthless, insi]jul tunes, 

Rut wiiat was iiiiravourable to iiun ; 

Except, indeed, 

Their abundance of sujtplv to Ins jifii 
Of matter of satiie , 

'I’liiies ! ill wbieh 
IlauUv any liter.irv merit, 

Rut .such as -was m the most false or futile taste, 
Keren ed any eneoiUiigemcnt 
From the paltry iiioek Mie.enases ot Jhilain 
In honour to tiie meinoi} 

Of this most wuirtlij aiiU amiable 
Member ol soeielj, 

Sincerity regretted In m.uiy friends, 

This Mommieiit 

Was by liisinost beloved and aficctionate wile 
Dutifully and deservi'diy 
eVnsv crated 

Nor was. this the sole tribute to Smollett’s aiuial 
qualities and sterling genius and merit. In 177 
a eolimin of the Tuscan order was erected on t 
bunks of tbe Leven, near the house in which 
was born, by his cousin Sniolli'tt of Boiihill, wu 
an inscription, the joint production of profess 
Stuart, John Ramsay, Esq., and Dr. Johnson. T 
liTie.s w ritten by the last were supplied at the earru 
recjuest of Mr. Smollett, when he passed a nig 
Avith him in the latter end of the autumn of t 
same year, on his return from the Western Island 
and the whole inscription most probably was a 
ranged and eorrectml, if not greatly remodellc 
by the great le x icographer. Translat ion : — 

St.iy, 'J'raveller ! 

II elegance of taste and wit. 

If fcitility of genius, 

And an unrivalhal talent 
In ileliiiealmg the characters of niatikind, 

Have ever attracted thy admiration, 

Pause awhile 

On the memory of Tobias Smollett, M.D 
One more than eommonly endued w ith those virti es 
Which, ill a man or (itizen, 

\ou could praise or imitate ; 

Wlio, 

Having secured tbe applause 
Ol posterity 

By a variety of literary abilities, 

And a jieculiar felicity of composition, 

Was, 

By a rapid and cruel distemper, 

Snatched from tlie world in the .Hst year of his ago 
Far, alas ! Irom his country, 

He lies mtened mai Leghorn, in Italy, 
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III testimony of his many and prrat virtues, 

This empty Monunieut, 

'J'heouly pU'dK**. nias! of his aflVelion, 

Is cierted on the banks ol the Lt-ven, 

Tile sceni' of ins birth, and of ins latest poetry, 

By James Smollett, of BonUill, 

Ills rousin , 

fcliould r.itner liave e\pe( tid tins last tribute fiomhini. 
flo, and remember. 

Tins Jionour was not fallen alone to the memory of the deceased, 
But lor the eiu-ourattoincnt of o' lu rs , 

Deserve like him, and be alike rewarded. 

AnotluT tribute, and that wliich in our opinion 
'ives tlie most correct iilea of the author and of 
he man, was paid to Smollett’s memory by Mr. 
iamsay, of Ochtertyre ; and it is also, as Dr. An- 
lerson justly describes it, a truly local and appro- 
iriate inscription. We shall, as in the case of the 
brmer two, subjoin liere only the English version, 
vhich, as far as can he done, conveys the spirit of 
lie original. 

v'^tnp, p.issenpcr! 

If n rieh \em ol peimis and liumonr, 

It exquisite drawings fj.nn lue, 

By tlie band ofn in.istei. 

Were evei adnnrtd by Hire, 

Fondly eontemplale for a moment 
Yon unadorned mansion , 

Under its roof, 

Tubtds Smollett, M D. 

Drew’ his lirst brtath. 

In those veiy fields on the b.mks of Ucvcii, 

Did be olten play while a boy ; 

Under the shade of joiuler trees 
He lirst courted the ruial muse 
Alter a variety of adventures, 

And tiavelhnp imieh in foieipu elimcs, 

Havinp lelurned fora slant space 
To Ins native country, 
lie was woiuleifully relreshed 
With the quiet of this sequestered spot, 

And w'lili the lecolleetion ol his boxish yeais, 

W'liuh alone did not deeeue I 

Of his ehaiacier and rank in the lileiaiy world 
Tlioii eanst not he ipmuanl, 

Kor IS It proper to dtlatn fliee — 

Go then, lare thee well * 

Always rememberuiR how swe«‘t and becommp 

Is the love of our iiativi land I 

It adds to the regret we iinturally feel at the 
departure of line and ardent genius when it has 
scarcely reached the zenith of its powers, to re- 
flect, that Had Smollett survived hut a few" years, 
he might Have divested himself wholly of political 
and literary cares, by succeeding to the Bonhill 
estate at llio deatli of his cousin — a fortune of 
miwards of a tlioiisaiid a-year. As it was, he had 
the pain of leaving his wife, who had brouglit 
him a small dowry, in a state of almost complete 
penury, in a foreign country ; and she had the 
affliction to survive Jiiin, in cheerless solitude, 
sorrow, and sickness, for many years. It does not 
appear that Smollett’s sister, Mrs. '^IVlfer, to whom 
he was affectionately attached, and w ho succeeded 
to the family property, interested herself for her 
unfortunate relative; hut it show's the estimation 
in which Smollett’s genius eoiilinued to be held, 
that tlie tragedy of Venice Preserved was per- 
formed for his widow’s henelit at the Theatre 
Royal in Edinburgh, ISlarch .'h 17B4, and the pro- 
ceeds, amounting to upwards of BOO/, immediately re- 
mitted to Italy. Nor is it less honourable to the 
author’s character as a man, to observe the eager- 
ness with which his friends came forward on this 
interesting occasion. Mr. Nicholson, of Carnock, 
took upon hunself the part of Rierre ; and Graham 
^<^rtinore, a man of wit and taste, who knew 
him intimately, volunteered to write the prologue. 
No man was better enabled to do justice to his 


memory, as no one held it in higher estimation, 
having been his pupil, his guest, and companion ; 
gifted with remarkable congeniality of mind and 
sentiment, and admirable powers of composition, 
as his jioems left in th(‘ hands of Mr. Macneil, and 
of IVlr. Ramsay, of Ochtertyre, gave sufficient evi- 
dence. "J'he }>rologiie w'as spoken by Mr. Woods, 
and, as illustrative of the author’s merit as well 
as for its own, is deserving of notice in a life 
which aims at exhibiting the pojmlar qualities as 
also the private character of Smollett as they really 
were : — 

“Thoupli letter’d Borne and polish’d Greeee could boast 
The splendid table and the eourleous host, 

The rights tostiangers due; — though poets smg 
This mighty warrior or that poweriul king, 

The waiid’rei’s friend yet still whate’er is told 
By modern jioets or by hards of old. 

Is nvall’d here— for here with joy we see 
The heartfelt bliss ul Jieaveiily Charity ! 

See lier with rapture spicad her willing hands, 

And throw her blessings into foreign lands; 

Dry up the tear she never caus’d to Ilow', 

And eager catch the distant sigh of woe. 

" In vain seas swell, and mountains rise in vaui — 

A widow’s groans are heard across the main. 

A widow now, — alas ! how’ chang’d the day, 

Once the Nareissaol your poet’s lay; 

Now, latal change ! (of every bliss bereft, 

Nor c hild, norliieiul, nor kind protector left), — 

Spreads on a distant shore her scant} hoard. 

And himihly takes what strangeis can alloid 
Yet link'd to you by cvt'ry lender tie. 

To you she lilts the long dejected eye, 

And thus she speaks — ‘ Who ilar’d wrlh manly rage 
To lash the vices ol an impious age ^ 

W’ho dar’d tosei/e the hold histone pen, 

Faint living kmg.s and mmisters as men? 

Who sung sad beotia’s hapless fate ti)rlorn, 

Her broken peace, her freshest laurels torn? 

Or who on oaten reed by Leven’s side, 

Sunglhelair stream, and hail’d the dimpling tide ? 

Ol who, say ye, lor such I’m sure are lw*rc‘, 

W'hose honest bosoms nivcr yet knew leai , 

Sons of the Noith, who stem corruption's tide, 

Your country’s honour, and your nation’s pride ; 

Lord^of the Imn -heart and eaijic et/i, 

Wlio heed no storm that howls along the sky 
Say ye, whose lyre, tom.mly numbers strung, 

'riie glorious bliss ol IndepemU nce sung ^ 

Who tell ’liat power, and still adoi’d his shnne? 

It wan your Smollett ! Oh' ho oiici was mine.’ 

’I’ears stopp’d her utterance, else she would have said, 

‘ lake him he hold, in virtue undisinav’d ; 

Let Independence all your actions guide, 

Your .suiest patron, and your noblest pride.’ ” 

Several posthumous publications-- some of them 
including jiieces of lirst-rate merit, made tlieir 
appearance after the author’s deatli. The noble 
Ode to Independence was first given to the 
public at Glasgow in 4to, 177B, with notes and 
observations by I’rofessor Richardson, well known 
for his Illustrations of vSliakespeare, and other v orks 
of a superior character. 'I'hree j ears suhsecjuently 
his name appeared attached to a hookselling spe- 
culation — a translation of Telemachus, which be- 
came a popular w ork ; hut it is most probable that 
not a line of the version was ever written by 
Smollett, if, indeed, he was in any manner con- 
nected vvitli it. The theatrical managers had as 
little mercy upon his reputation as the booksellers ; 
and in 178r), a farce was announced — the Tsrael- 
ite.s, or the Pampered Nabob, as having been left 
by Smollett in the hands of a printer, and was acted 
at(k>vent Garden, very ajipositely, on the 1st of 
April, ostensibly for the benefit of ^Ir. Aickin. 
It was very ill attended — more indifferently re- 
ceived, — owing, doubtless, “ to the severity of the 
weather,” — and it was never printed. 

Of Smollett's History of England, which had met 
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with unprecedented success, a now edition of that 
portion from the revolution to the death of Georf!:e 
II. was printed in eight volumes octavo, forming a 
supplement to the previous periods of David 
Hume; and other editions of the whole have more 
recently been called for. Jf these multiplied re- 
prints are favourable to his character as an elegant, 
though not profound historian ; thv‘ rapid and suc- 
cessive demands for the autlior's novels — the best 
criterion of thejr merits — jilace his name as a writer 
of prose fiction in the very first rank of the gelect 
few who have conferred lasting honour, if not 
immortality, on this delightful and most difficult 
spi'cies of composition. The extent of his post- 
humous popularity on this head may be best esti- 
mated by the collateral lustre which it seemed to 
throw over his minor productions. 

A collection of his Plays and Poems, with Me- 
moirs of the Life and Writings of the Author, 
])nblished by Mr. Evans, followed the new editions 
(*f his novels, in 1784. Subsequently his miscel- 
laneous 'works, consisting of plays, poems, and 
novels, were put forth by Mr. Ramsay, in G vols, 
8vo, 17i)0, enriched with humorous frontispieces 
by the then inimitable Rowlandson- Again, 
his poetical works were presented to the public 
in the Works of the British J’oets, in 18 vols, 
8vo, 179r>, containing a biograpljical and critical 
l)reface by Dr. Anderson, one of the best editors 
under whose notice it was Smollett’s good for- 
tune to fall. The same iinh'fati gable writer 
published a new edition of his Miscellaneous 
Works, comprehending all his j)lays, poems, and 
novels, in 6 vols, 8vo, 179G. This edition was 
generally adopted by tin* London booksell(*rs, 
under the title of The Works ol’ Toliias Smollett, 
M.l)., with Memoirs of his Life, to whieh is pre- 
fixed a View of the Cominerieement and TVogress 
of llomanec, by John Moore, IM.l)., in 8 vols, 8\(), 
1797. Tins edition, as exfieiisive as it uas once 
valuable, supplied tlie subsiMpient biographers of 
the great novelist with mat<‘ruls drawn from 
actual observation. But Dr. Moore’s Luthful nar- 
rative of interesting facts and aiieedote.s lay com- 
paratively buried under too dill'iise disquisitions 
and opinions, from amidst whieh they ^^ere fir^t 
<‘xlmmed by Dr, Anderson, and rendered still more 
popular by the immortal author ol‘ AVaverley. 
“ The want,” says Dr. A., “ of a eomph'te aeeonnt 
of Smollett’s writings, whieh, like the battles of a 
general, are the cireumslarices vliieh must fix the 
several eras of his lile, is the principal defect in 
Dr. Moore's narrative. 11 is Sketch of those varia- 
tions of manners In Europi*, whieh gave rise to 
ancient and modern romance, in whieh .some very 
early customs and institutions are comprehended, 
is ably executed ; but it can be only with dillicnity 
found applicable to the subject, and might with 
eipuil jiropriety be added to the works of any 
other novelist us to those of Smollett.”- Amhr- 
sons Life^ p. 89. 

It is to be regretted that the observations here 
Applied to Dr, Moore, should, though in a lesser 
degree, be applicable to the 'writer who makes them. 
It was reserved for his inimitable eonntrynian, 
equally celebrated for humour and pathos, (Sir W. 
Scott,) to give to the whole that exeidlent method 
and agreeable character, with now and valuable 
traits, all which together furnished the editor of a 
|)opnhir and complete collection with ample ma- 
terials adapted to the wants of the age. The very 


expensive edition of 179G, published by M’r. TVTun- 
dell, WJLS necessarily confined to a select party, and 
up to that period, as up to the pr(*sent, the new 
'W'orld of readers may be said to have been aris- 
tocratically excluded by a succession of tliesi* high- 
priced reprints from a perusal of the liill and 
complete M'orks of the most elegant and interesting 
among English classics, and as a novidist almost 
'without a rival. In this important point of view, 
and in a popular sense, it may justly he observed 
by the present editor, without assuniiiig the slight- 
est merit beyond that of exhibit ing his predeces- 
sors' labours in the most favourable light, that 
owing to the cheap form in which they appear, tin* 
works of Smollett are now, for the first time, given 
1o the tcmld. By dint, however, of industrious re- 
search and perseverance, it waiuld have been easy 
for him to add to the bulk of the text by selecting 
from the iminerous doubtful or anonymous pieces — 
the jirodiictious of tlie moment — criticisms, re- 
views, ^c., such as could he clearly aseertaim‘d to 
he his, or bore the stamp of his genius and manner. 
Such addenda, liowi'ver, it was considered, besides 
their manifest want of interest, must have incn'ased 
the price as well as the bulk of the work ; and 
being of a political, not less than a fugitive cha- 
racter, would seem to belong to the historical, rather 
than the complete miscellaneous works of the 
author. 

Little remains to be said respecting the character 
of Smollett as it is shown in the preceding nar- 
rative, -in Ills letters, his novels, and indeed in 
most of his Avritiiigs. It has been rmnarki* 1 that 
during liis lif(‘ he was more generally read, owing 
to the rich entertainment he afibrded, than he was 
apjilauded or approvi*d ; for his powers wmv un- 
e(jnal and variable, and hlendiM '\\ ith his unrivalled 
(jualities were defects and hlemishes, occasional 
breaches of pro]>riet\ and good taste, whieh of- 
lended the judgment, tlioiigli th(‘y could not detract 
from the admirable portraiture of lifi' and niaiiners, 
from the wit and humour v\hich held the reader 
e.iptive. Fertility of imagination, striking iniagi'ry, 
rich fiiiK'Y, and a llowing style, throv\ a ei*as(‘less 
<‘harm over his narrative. C)iuck and penetrating, 
with strong sensi* and a reteiitlva' memory, his 
w ritings all exhibit jiroofs of versatility as well as 
vigour of talent. Though neitlM*r erudite nor ]iro- 
fonnd, he displays a competent know ledg'c hotli of 
(ireek and Koman literatim*, and hewas suffich*nlly 
skilled in the various hranehes of modern learning. 
Though a fair liistoriaii, he Avas hut a fi'ehle con- 
troversialist, and a weak politician; his inventive 
powers were not adapted to the close reasoning, the 
condensed argument, and overwhelming weight of 
hitter invectiv^e deduced from them, Avhicli crushes 
with its wit and sarcasm what it cannot confute-— a 
power, happily for its opponents, rare— and of 
whieh we find in the writings of Junius a eeh*- 
hrated and striking exemplification. Eo wonder 
that Smollett, with all his finer weapons of fancy, 
wit, and humour, fell before the close heavy 
hammer of the Thor of his desjierate day, clothed 
in his arms of proof. Neither his learning, nor his 
familiarity with the history and polities of hiiirope, 
with the constitnlion and government of his 
country, availed him in a conflict like this. Ills 
peculiar power of observation ; Ins insight into the 
foibles of character, and the (*ccentricities of man- 
ner, profession, lile, and human nature itself, were 
here unavailing ; and his nicer distinctions of natural 
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and of moral beauty and deformity were rather 1 
ail iucuinbraiK'e in an arbitrary and (lonventional ! 
battle of naked gladiatorial weapons, in which he 
possessed neither the skill nor strength of his 
adversary. 

The intelli’Ct of Smollett, acute and penetrating, 
enalileu liim to dive a certain way, hut not as with 
the genius of a Fielding, into the ver^ recesses of 
the Iniinan iiiiiid. llis humour, lively and versatile 
as it was, lay rathm* in broad and strong jiainting, 
apjiroaehing caricature, than in situation and inci- 
dent, w'hieh reiiuire no comment, which possess 
th(‘ soul and naked power of wit, without the 
ornament of language. Yet he could paint vividly 
and accurately the weaknesses and absurdities 
which ])n*sented themselves in ludicrous points of 
view. He had a clear conception, and he con- 
ve} ed it in a perspicuous and forcible style. He 
combines simplicity with correctness, and elegance 
and ease with grace. His wdt, bold and sudden, 
iieviu* fails to strike ; and it is keen as it is strong 
and manly. His humour, though exquisite at 
times, and always lively, cannot compete with the 
innate power of I'ieldmg, nor with that of Swift 
and Congreve. Nor as a general writer does he 
possess the delicate taste or (diastened moral, with 
the imignant satire and pleasing variety of Addison, 
hut his great forh' lay in displaying tlie various ij^- 
t’ongruuies of eoiiduet and manners, as well as (he 
sources of human actions, in all which he jiroved 
himself no an worthy rival of Theophrastus, of 
Ih’iiyere, and Moliere. 

Cf Smollett's social (pialities and style of living, 
wc are happily presented with a lively and inter- 
esting bketeh from lii.s owai fien, in th<’ Fxpedition 
of llumphry Ciiiiker, in the aeeount of }oung 
Melford, wlieii aeeomjianied hy Dick Iv}, he pro- 
ceeds to dine wilii the author at his house in 
(’helsea. “Hi* carried me to dine with S — , 
whom you and 1 have long known liy liis writings. 
He lives in the skirts of tlie (ovmi, and every Sun- 
day his house is open to all unfortunate brothers of 
the ((Lull. I was civilly received in a plain, }et 
decent habitation, whieh ojieiied liaekwanls into a 
very pleasant garden, kept in excellent order ; and 
indeed J saw nom* of the outward Slgll^ of aiilhor- 
ship, either in tlie house, or tlie landlord, who is 
one of the few' writers of the agt* tliat stand iijion 
tlieir ow'ii foundation, witlioiit patroiiagi*, and above 
de()endeiice. If there as notlimg eharaeteristie in 
the enter^iiiier, tlie eompaiiy made ample aiiieiids 
for Ins want of singulant} . .After dinner we ad- 
journed into the gard(*ii, when I observed S 

gave a scjiarate audience to ever} individual, in a 
small remote filbert walk, from whence most of 
tlu'in dropped oil; but they were re|)laeed hy fresli 
iveruits of i!k* same elan, wlio came to make an 
alteriioon s vi.sit. After eolVee, I took my leave of 

S , with proper aeknowdedgments of bis civility, 

and was extremely well jileaseil with the entertain- 
mi*nt of the day, though not yet satisfied w ith 
resjiect to the nature of the eonnexion betwixt a 
man of character in the literary world, and :i parcel 
of authorlings, who, in all probability, would never 
oe able to acipiire any di^gree of reputation by 
^their labours. On this head, I interrogated my 
IjDonductor, who answered me to this elfeet:-- 
a hose people, whom he knows to he had men, as 
well us had writers, are cunning (*noiigh to make 
him their property. There is not one of them wlio 
does not owe liim particular obligations. Thosi* 


who are in distress he supplies with money, when 
he has it, and with his credit when he is out of 
cash. When they want business, he either finds 
employment for them in his ow n service, or recom- 
mends them to booksellers to execute some project 
he has formed for their subsistence. I'hey are 
always welcome to his table, wdiieli, though plain, 
is plentiful, and to his good offices as far as they will 
go ; and, when they see occasion, they make use of 
his name with the most petulant familiarity ; nay, 
they do not scrujile to arrogate to themselves the 
merit of some of his performances, and have been 
known to sell their own lucubrations as the produce 
of his brain. 1 still expressed 'll desire to know his 
real motives for continuing his friendshi]) to a set 
of rascals equally ungrateful and insignificant. He 
said, he did not jiretend to assign any reasonable 
motive ; that, if the truth must be told, the man 
w'as, in point of conduct, a most incorrigible fool ; 
that,tliough he (iretended to have a knatk at hitting 
oft' characters, he blundered strangely^ in the Alis- 
trihiitioii of llis favours, whieh were generally be- 
stowed on the most undeserving of those wlio liad 

recourse to his assistance. Ry all accounts, S 

is not without weakness and cajirice; yet he is 
certainly good humoured and civilized ; nor do 1 
find that there is any thing overbearing, cruel, or 
inijilaeable in bis disposition.” 

i'hougli Smollett owed the lustre of hisrL'putation 
to his genius as a novi'list, he would not have re- 
mained undistinguished as an historian, a poet, a 
critic, and a dramatist. His History of England 
was a great and suece.ssful ('ttort for the period in 
whieh it was written. Hum(‘'s narrative of the 
earlier reigns had not appeared, and tlie taste of the 
age for lighter jiroductions had consigned llie heavy 
labours of Jlajiin and Oldmixon, of ('arte and 
Rrady, to eoinjiarative neglect. A concise and 
eoiideiised, yet faithful narrative of eviaits, elegantly 
written in a style adapted to the day, was then a 
d(*sideratum, and he aeijuitted himself w’ltli credit, 
judiciously dwelling ujion the more important and 
instructive subjects, and abridging the less interest- 
ing (lortioiis. 

It will now he interesting to give tin* opinions of 
his dilferent hi og^ra pliers upon Ins literary character, 
which, when eolleeted together, will best, perhaps, 
enable the reader to form a just estimatt* of tlie 
author's nierils. “ In the eoiiiie part of tlieir 
writings,'’ savs Sir W, Scott, “ we have alreadv .said 
Fielding is piveiiiiri(*nt in grave iron}, a ('ervantic 
sjieeies of ]tle.isantrv in which Smollett is not 
e(|ually .sueeessful. On the otlier liand, the Seoteh- 
maii, notwithstanding (he general ofiiiiioii denies 
(hat quality to his eonntr} men, excels in broad and 
Iiulierous humour. Jlis fancy si'ems to run not in 
aeeuinulating rulieiihuis eivcuinstaiiees one upon 
anotlier, to the utter destruction of all (lowers of 
gravity ; and (lerhaps no hooks eva r written have 
exeiteil .such (leals of inextingiiisliahle laughter as 
those of Smollett. The de.seriplions which alVect 
us thus jiowerfully iiorder sonielmies iqion what is 
called farce, or earicalure; lint if it h(* the liighest 
(iraise of patlu'tic composition that it draws forth 
tears, why should it not be estei'ined the greatest 
excellence of tlie ludicrous that it compels laughter? 
The one tribute is at least as gtaimnc an expression of 
natural feeling as tlic other; and he who can read the 
calamitous career of Trunnion and I latch wav, when 
run away with hy their mettled .steeds, or the iii- 
imitahlc absurdity of the Feast of the Ancients, 
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without a lioarty burst of honest laugliter, must 

bt‘ well <iiuilified to look sad and gentlemanlike 
with Lord Chesterfield and Master Stephen. 

“ Upon the whole, the genius of Smollett maybe 
said to resemble that of llubens. Ilis })ictnres are 
often deficient in grace, sometimes coarse, and even 
\ iilgar in conception, deficient in keeping and in 
du(‘ subordination of parts to each other, and inti- 
mating too much carelessness on the part of the 
artist. 

“ But these faults are redeemed by such richness 
and brilliancy of colours ; such a profusion of 
imagination, now bodying fortli the grand and 
terrible, now the natural, the eas>, and the ludi- 
crous ; there is so much of life, action, and bustle 
in every group he has painted ; so iniich force and 
individuality of eliaracter ; tliat m'c readily grant 
to Smollett an eipial rank with his grand rival. 
Fielding, while we place both far above any of their 
successors in the same line of fictitious composi- 
tion.” Biofjmphietil JVi)ttcrs\ ^yr. vo!. i. ISO. 1. 

“ As a writer,” observes Dr. Anderson, “of that 
species of modern romance which hashium denomi- 
nated a novel, he is entitled to the praise of being one 
of the greatest whom our nation has ]W()(luced. lie 
ranks n ith Cervantes, LeBage. i\Tarivaux,l{oiisseuu, 
liichnrdson, ami Fielding, the great masters of 
])rosaic fiction ; and though wc cannot say he lias siir- 
jiasscd them, he has entered int(» a noble competition, 
lie proves himself to have possessed, in an eminent 
degree, tlic powers which arc rccpiircd to excel in tins 
s])ccicK of eoinposilion — an extensive acijiiaintanee 
with human nature, an acute discernment, an exact 
discrimination of character, a correct judgment of 
proliahilitv in situations, an active iiruigination in 
devising and combining incidents, with command 
of hingiiagi* for ilcscribing tlu'in. TIis novels ex- 
hibit the features that gi\e most dignity to this 
speci(‘S of fiction — the artful conduct of an in- 
teresting plot, tlie dramatic illustration of characters 
drawn from actual observation, the accurate and 
ta])tivating rejircsentatioii of real domestic life, 
without oflemliug the modesty of nature, v\ hieh are 
found in great perfection in the novels of Le Sage, 
jirofessedly adojitcd by liiiii as models of emulation. 
The works of tew novelists have been more justly 
or more universally adinirt*d tliaii tliose of Le Sage. 
The vivacity of his characters, the interesting 
nature of his incidents, the epigraminatie turn of 
his dialogues, and the elliptical \em of satire by 
which he inculcates his moral, and endeavours to 
reform the follies of various ordi'rs in society, Iiuve 
perhaps been eipialled, hut certainly have not been 
surpassed by Smollett. In representing the eha- 
raetm's of men as they are, not as they ought to he, 
which seems to have been tlie object of LeSage in his 
various works, Smollett displays much of the spirit 
and humour of his model, and copies from nature 
with the ])leasautry and descriptive fidelity of 
Hogarth. In the knowledge of human nature, 
masculine humour, just observations on life, greal 
variety of original characters, and the jiowers of his 
invention, he is equal to L’iehardson and Fielding ; 
but he is inferior to them in pathos, sublimity, and 
regularity of fable. By jierusing the pages of Clarissa 
and 'J’om Jom-s, the understanding is instructed, 
mirth is excited, and all the purposes of moral im- 
provement are attained. The romances of Smollett 
are eiiually distinguished by a fertility of interesting 
Incidents, and a strong, lively, and picturesque 
description of characters, 'fhey exhibit a series of 


natural pictures of life and manners, which riva 
the masterly productions of the moral, the suhlime, 
tlie pathetic, hut tiresome Biehardson, with all hi'^ 
profound and accurate knowledge of the various 
workings of tlie liuiuan heart ; and the ingenious, 
the humorous, the difiuse Fielding, with all his vut, 
learning, and knowledge of iiiankiud. That Fielding 
repeatedly disjilays a thorougli ac({uaintaiice with 
nature, and deserves the highest praise for his 
humour, the very skilful management of his fable, 
and the variety and contrast of his characters ; and 
that inmimerahle jiassages may he jiointed out in 
Kiehardson w liicli do infinite credit to the goodness 
of Ins heart and the depth of his understanding, 
superior to the liest efforts of Smolii'ft, cannot lie 
denied; yet, after perusing the wire-drawn histoiw 
of Clarissa, and the diffuse narrative of Tom dones, 
we never quit tliem with so much reluctance as we 
feel in closing the pages of Smollett, wlio, with less 
regularity of fable, and without introducing so many 
observations of a moral tendency, or so much of 
what may he called fine wnating, poss(\sscs, in an 
eminent degree, the art of rousing the feelings and 
fixing the attention of his readers. The stvle is 
oharacteriscMl by a beautiful simplicity, a just 
selection of apjirojiriate terms and descriptive ex- 
pressions, by turns easy, (‘legant, and pathetic. 

“ His Adventures of Tvoderick Baiidom exhibit 
a natural, lively, and entertaining representation of 
the difficulties to which a friendless orjdian is ex- 
posed, without steady princijiles, open to he duped 
by knavery, and pervt'rted by example, llu* mean 
sc(*nes in wdiiidi lie is involved, from his owm want 
of experience as well as from the selfishness, malice, 
and base indittenmce of mankind, are desenhed 
with true humour and simple elegance ; and every 
reader finds entertainment in viewing those situa- 
tions of life where the manners and passions are 
uudisguised by affectation, ceremony, or eiluealion ; 
and the Avliimsieal ])eculianties of disposition 
appear as nature has implanted them. liase 

purposes of hypoeris}, fraud, selfish plausibility, 
cunning, and pretended friendshi]), are exposed in 
a ma.steriy manner; and the circiiinstanees iliat 
arise from the motley and repugnant qualities whieli 
are often whiinsically blended togelluM* by the folly 
of men, are described witli iiiliinte humour and 
sagacity. IVIany of the elniraeters are drawn from 
real lile; hut sliort as the time is since tin* pidiliea- 
tion of this novel, it at jiresent derives no atlvantage 
from tlial source, and ow its cehdinty to its 
intrinsic merit alone. In describing the characters 
of seamen he is jieenliarly happy. Lieutenant 
Bowling is a higlily liiiished original, and equals 
any character that has yet la-en ])amt(‘d by tlui 
happiest genius of ancient or modern times. This 
is indeed nature itself. As well as the ladder of 
promotion, his very name has long become })ro- 
verhial for an honest, blunt seaman, unaequainted 
with mankind and the w^ays of the world. 'J’lie 
plilegni of an old lawyer is happily illustrated in 
tlu* conduct of Bandom’s gramlfather ; and forms 
the most striking contrast iinaginahle to the fero- 
cious heiievolenee ol* the naval veteran. I'lie dis- 
appointment of the iriuiden aunts on opening the 
old man’s will, is infinitely natural and amusing. 
The character of Strap is universally interesting; 
that of Moi’gan is truly comic, it is partly bor- 
rowed from Bliakespeare’s Welshman; hut still it is 
the imitation of a great master, not the tame copy 
of a common artist. ’J'he style of this novel is 
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characterised, with a few exceptions, by a beautiful 
simplicity. It is written in such a manner as to 
please all times and all people. "J'he moral tendency 
of the story none can deny, it is written too with 
the purest intentions of promoting \irtue, and 
eorrectinp^ the ordinary follies of life .” — AmJirstms 
Life, pp. 104, 105. 

The views entertained of the same work by the 
author’s contemporary, himself no undistinp^uished 
novelist — one of his most faithful friends and 
fellow-travellers — Dr. Moore, must be allowed to 
be still more interesting, wliilo they are equally 
candid and just. Be it recollected, moreover, that 
he sj)olve from actual observation, and the authority 
of experience derived from a long and intimate 
knowledge of Smollett’s merits and his failings : — 
“ It certainly had never lieen in Smollett’s contem- 
plation to give a model for imitation in the character 
of Kandom. His object evidently was, in imitation 
of Le Snge, to lead a young man through a variety 
of scenes, and j)ut him into situations which afforded 
him opportunities of exhibiting human nature in 
interesting points of view, of agitating the passions, 
of amusing the imagination, and of instructing the 
iinderstaiKling of th(‘ reader. 

“ The character of Strap is accurately delineated 
from nature. His remonstrance, addressed to 
RiUidoin in the sixteenth chapter, is at once pathetic 
and humorous ; and distinguishes him not only as a 
naiive of North llritain, hut also of that particular 
part of Scotland from whence he came. 

“Although the hint of the character of Morgan 
w'as probably taken from the Fliiellen and the Sir 
Hugh 10 vans of Shakespeare, jet it is admirably 
varied, and highly entertaining. 'I’lie scenes on 
hoard the man of war, particularly that with Maek- 
shane and Oakum in the thirteenth chapter, are 
written with great spirit. 

“ In the character of Jack llattlin, though short, 
there are some admirable touches, highly charac- 
teristic of an lOnglish sailor; and tliat of Tom 
Bowling is considered as a mastiM’pieci* exipiisitely 
true to nature; which Smollett himself never 
eijualled in any of his siihseciiient ronianees, and 
winch was never sui*[iassed in any work of the 
kind .” — ALwvs IjtJe. 

“His Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, relate, 
in easy elegant language, a sueeession of events, 
forming a natural and well-drawn picture of 
human life, Aihieh tlie thoughtless may peruse 
with advantage, and the jiriulent with emotions 
of liiiimj)!). From the wild, unlucky boy, teasing 
his aunt and the commodore h\ mischievous 
pranks, and heading a rebellion at scIidoI agaiu.st 
his master, we trace tin* headstrong jouth of iiii- 
hroken pride and unbridled appetite, plunging into 
folly, vice, and dlssijiation ; wasting his .snh- 
stance ; injuring the woiilaii of all others he loved; 
and at last pining in prison. In this forlorn situa- 
tion, detesting the world, abhorring himself, and 
loving Fmilia to distraction, lie jirotests to her 
brother that he had broken off all conni'xions with 
mankind, and that he impatiently longed for his 
hour of dissolution, wdiicli if it should not arrive by 
the course of nature, he was resolved to hasten it 
by his own liands, rather than be exposed to the 
contcnqit, and more intolerable pity of a rascally 
world. He remains for some time obstinately 
bent on this frantic determination, notwithstanding 
the zealous efforts of expostulating friendshi]), and 
but for the unexpected payment of a large debt. 


which had been given up as lost, would probably 
have sacrificed biinself to that sullen, irrational 
independence, which leads the infatuated spendthrift 
into habits of misery and ruin; and without im- 
parting to him sulliciiait strength of mind to resist 
temptation, fir struggle witli calamity, eommences 
in folly, and concludes with self-destruction. Roused 
by the voice of fnendshiii, and again restored to 
affluence, he returns, witli stt‘rn reluetance, founded 
on a sense of his own unworthiness and vicious 
imprudence, to society and love, convinced, that 
after all the hustle of jileasure, and the glitter of 
wealth, real happiness is only to he found in mode- 
rate enjojnient, domestic tranquillity, and social 
virtue. The story of i’eregrint* Pickle is undoubtedly 
an effort of genius anil fancy which rivals the 
romance of Roderick Kandom in original invention, 
interesting comhiiiation of incident, fine ridicule, 
and useful ajijilication to the pursuits of life ; and 
is perhaps sujierior to it in genuine humour and 
jirofound learning. It is chtlracleriseil by the 
same elegant fluency of narration, and the same 
interesting minuteness, agreeable vivacity, and 
inimitable smiplicity of description. J’hat admir 
able faculty of drawing sea characters with pro- 
jiriety, so conspicuous in Roderick Random, is 
here displayed with renovated vigour ; in the por 
traits of Trunnion, Hatchway, and Pipes, hi* has 
lavished all the powers of Ins genius ; their inanniTs 
and dialects are purely tliose of the water) ele- 
ments ; yet they are perfectly original.*^ The 
caricature of the ])hysician is contrasted in the 
most laughable manner w'ith the portraits of Pallet 
and Jolter. In the entertainment after the inanner 
of the ancients, given by the jihysioian to a French 
marquis, an Italian count, and a German baron, 
Smollett dis})lays profound erudition, and many 
rich strokes of humour and pointed satire, direetecl, 
ill the rancour of Torj ism, with eagerness against 

his Whig opjionent. Dr. Akenside Peregrine 

Pickle is justly entitled to rank as a first-rate 
novel, w'liose merits far exceed the inodern pro- 
ductions of frivolous fashion and sickly sentiment, 
wdiieli .serve only to mislead the judgment and 
corrnjd the heart.”— IJfe. 

“J Vregrine’s fil^■^t meeting w ith Emilia,” ohservi's 
the author of Zeluco, “his falling in love, and the 
behaviour of the joung lady and her mother on 
that occasion, are well described. The \erses he 
addresses to his mistress are in themselves pleasing, 
and such as a youth of wann imagination might 
naturally he .supiiosed to ha\e composed. The 
maimer in which these verses, with the letter in 
whieli they w'ere enclosed, were destroyed, the ex- 
pedient wliich Pipes fell on to repair their loss, the 
misunderstanding this ])roduced between the lovers, 
and the reconeiliation, are all admirably invented, 
and rehited in the happiest vein of liiiuiour. 

“ 'Phe eharaeter of Gamaliel Pickle, and the 
difi’ereiit tempers with winch lie and Commodore 
'Trunnion bore the tyranny of their respective 
wives, the one w ith the submission of an ox, the 
other w'ith the grow ling of a bear, are delineated 
with the hand ot a master. The adventures of the 
gipsy girl introduced by Pickle into fashionable 
assemblies as Ins relation, and received by them as 
a high-bred and accomplished lady, and the eha- 

• U IS stated bj Dr. Anderson, upon the authority of the 
eelebrated aetor .lohn Kemble, tlnit the pfreut orator and 
writer JJiirke was p.irtieularly delighted with Pipes, and 
thought It the most liiimoioiis and highlj tinisheiUliwacter 
that ever was uuented. 
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racter of tlic misanthrojic wlio pretended to bo 
deaf, are happy inventions ; but in the ardour of 
his humorous chase, Dr. Smollett sometimes leaves 
delicacy too far behind. 

“The peculiar character of British seamen — 
their languap^e, inclinations and manners, struck 
the fancy of Smollett so Ibreihly during tht* short 
]K‘ri(Kl in which he was on board a ship of war, 
that he has been able to describe them with a 
degree of spirit and pleasantry that has never been 
equalled. '^fhe characters of Pipes, llatchuu}', 
and Trunnion are all (litfereiit from each other; 
yet all consonant with the nature of that jie- 
culiar species of mortals, Englisli seamen ; — all 
of the same blunt, thoughtless honesty, wdth the 
same attachment to their own profession and habits, 

yet each a most entertaining original 

Jlis sea characters were so entertaining to the 
public, and he was universally thought to have 
succeeded so wonderfully in drawing them, that he 
himself became fond of the work ; yet he never 
was so ex(|uisitely successful as in his first attempt 
in Tom Bow ling.” - iMoorvs Life of Smollcft. 

The Adventures of Ferdinand (bunt Fathom, 
are distinguished by the same bold and happy spirit; 
the same lively facility and variety of expression. 
It abounds with scenes of ex<|uisite humour and 
pointed satire, as well as genuine jiathos, and know- 
ledge of life and manners. 'The subject, however, 
must be admitted to be a less happy one than 
either of his preceding novels ; nor w^as his devia- 
tion from his model, I a* Sage, more fortunate, 
leading him to exhibit, instead of an agri'eable 
adventurer, like* (lil Bias, that of an unrestrained 
, libertine, utterly devoid of priiiei[)le, and conducting 
him through scenes scarcely compatible with rea- 
son, nature, ami probability. It is jirofessedly 
written to unfold the mysteries of fraud, to instrnet 
the ignorant, to subject folly to ridicule, and vice to 
indignation; to rouse (hes{nrit of mirth, wake the 
soul of compassion, and touch the secret springs 
that move the heart, 

“Jlis Adventiin's of Sir Jaiuneelot (irea\es are 
relati'd with tlie same vivacity and energy of ex- 
jiression wdiieh eharaeterise his oilier productions. 
'I’he story, though improliable. is eoiidueted with 
inueh humour ; ami thoiigli the plan is borrowed 
from Don t>mxote, it is truly original in th(‘ exe- 
cution. It has mail} cliaracU'rs well drawn, many 
enti'rtaining iiicuhnits, and many line strokes of 
genius, Tiatiire, ami jui'^sioii. 1'he character of Sir 
hauncelot, a }oiith of elevated mind, actuated by 
flieiiohh'st and most benevolent jiniieiples, is formed 
on that of the grav e knight of La M<ineha; and 
Sijuire Orabshavv bears a ludicrous resemblanee to 
Ins facetious jirotolype, Sancho Lanza ; yet they are 
not tame uneiitertamiiig eojnes. Tliey resemble 
without imitating, and lemind us ofwliat imparted 
exquisite enjoyment, w ithout diminisliiiig tlimr ow ii 
novelt}. Readers uuaeipiauiti'd with Don (Quixote 
ami Ins squire, will be delighted with Sir J.<auueelot 
and (h'abshaw' ; those who have atiended that 
mirror of elnvalry tlirougli tlie course of his strange 
adventures, and listened with wonder to theslirewd 
remarks of Saiieho, will he surprised at the possi- 
bility ol’ giving originality to characters formed 
upon that model. The portraits of Crowe, Ferret, 
Oakley, and some other.s, are truly characteristic, 
and demonstrative of the geniiiue humour, satirical 
talents, ami henevoleul heart of the writer. Oowe 
IS a si'arnaii easily distinguished from Bowling, 


Trunnion, Pipes, or llatcliway. It has been said 
that Shakespeare has drawn a natural character in 
(.’alihan, not to be found in nature ; it may with 
equal reason be alfirined, that (h'owe is a true sea- 
man that never existed, who talks in trojies and 
figures hoiTowt'd from his profession, huf never 
used before. Smollett may be said to have* in- 
vented a language lor this ampliibious species, so 
extremely natural, that nothing b*nii be better 
adapted to express the eliaraeter. The oration of 
Sir Launcelot to an election mob, is in the true 

spirit of (Vrvantes 

“ llis Adventures of an Atom belong to the 
class of comjiositions in fictitious history, in the 
form, rather than the substance of the work, wliieli 
consists of real cliaraeters and historical iiicidi iits 
aggravated and cmhellLlied by Iiumoiir and faiic}, 
and tinged by the dark hues of political prejudice. 
'I’liis species of romance was first introduced into tht' 
Eughsh ianguagt* by IMr.'.. l\laulc\, in the Me- 
moirs of the New Atlantis,” to stigniati/e the Wing 
administration in the rmgn of (^ueen Anm*. It was 
allerwards improved by Swdfl, who bli'iided in his 
political allegories, hmnour ami satire, ridicule and 
reality, w^itli iniTiiitable art and originality, and 
advanced to perfection liy Dr. Arlmtiinot, in the 
History of .lohn Bull. 'The plan of this per- 
formance combines till' wild exlrinagance of Ba- 
belais, and the broad caricatnn* of Mrs. JManley, 
with the splendid humour of Sw ift, and tlie brilliant 
wit and protbiiml erudition of Dr. Aibuthnot. Ih* 
takes the advantage of the P}tliagoreaii doctrine 
of transmigration to midiie his .iloin with leasoii 
and tin* organs of sja-ecli, w liicli be excites in the 
brain of Mr. Nathaniel Leacock, wlio writes ilown 
what it dictates of the history of our period, during 
w'hieli it underwent some strange revolutions in 
the einjiire of , Japan (lOngland), and was eonseioiis 
(‘fsonie political aneedoti's to In* divulged tor tlie 
instruction of Brilish niinistcrs. lie piofesses to 
give a itkun iuirrati\t‘ of liistorieal ineulents, with- 
out pretending to ]ihilosoj)hi/e like IP- e, or dog- 
matize like Sm- tt. The cliaraeters of the eliiels 
who disputed the administration of fLipan, are 
drawn in the high style of nrognisable eantatun*. 
The jKUiraitsof King (leorge 11. and the Duke of 
Duniherlaml, ari' nggravati'd w'llh strokes of satiie ; 
and the leaders of the Whig fiart}, with tin* exi*ep- 
tionof the Earl of Hardwick, ‘the wisest man and 
the greatest C} pher,’ are stigmatized as a set of 
sordid knaves, utterly devoid of sentiment .ind in- 
tegrity. - . . hrom our kuov\ledg«' of Sniolli'tt’s 
<-haraeter, we exju-et, what we find, in this vmuK, 
ideas that indicati* a firm and loftv iniiid, and a 
diction ;irdenl and energetic, corrcs]Knident to the 
techiigs of his heart. Though it is inferior upon 
the whole to his other novi'ls for iiigeiuuty and 
contrivance in tlie coiiqiositioii, and for observation 
of life, it is written for the most part with liis usual 
liuuiour, amination, and felieit} of expression. 
His com]virison of the Louncil Board to tlu' alle- 
gorical table of (k'bes is well niaiiagcd ; and liis 
digressions on surnames, breeches, alelieni}, magic, 
neeromaney, and sorcery, disiilay tlnit iieeuliar 
eomhiiiation of jirofound learning and gemiine 
luiraoiir wdneh forms the basis of ludierous eoinjio- 
si lion .” — A itdfTson's Life. 

It has been justly remarked by Dr. IMoore, that 
prejudice certainly guided his friemrs peueil in 
drawing the portraits, or rather the caricatures, 
interspersed through this work some of which do 
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the gn^atest injustice to the originuls for M'homthey 
were intended ; “ yet the porfonniinee of tlic whole 
affords new proofs of tlie liiimoiir, wit, learning, 
and powerful genius of the ])ainter; and it may be 
asserted with truth, tliat no political allegory has 
been executed with equal wit and pleasantry since 
the days of Arhulhnot,” 

“ Jn his Expedition of Jlumjdiry Clinlvor,” 
says Dr. Anderson, “ he has avoided the extra- 
vagances wliieh may he justly charged to Count 
Fathom, Sir Laiiiicelot Oreaves, and the Ad- 
ventim*s of an Atom, and adhered elosiOy to 
nature and probability. From the vild excur- 
sions of fancy, invention is brought home to range 
through the jirohahle oeeurrenees of familiar lil’e. 
It has no extravagant eharaelers, no unnatural 
situations; on the <*('ntrar}, an admirable know- 
ledge of life and manners is displayed, and most 
usel'iil l(‘ssons are given, ap])licah!e and interesting 
to tlie inferior socii'ties of life. Jt ])ossesses all the 
cliaraeteristie exeelleneies of the best elforts of his 
genius ; strong sense and vigour of imagination, 
.nasenline humour, variety of original eharaeltTs. 
jiifrt observatifins on life, picturesque description and 
vi\aeity, and elegance of ex jiression. Jt is the pro- 
diietion of a mind enriehed and mellowed by expe- 
rience, and softiaied, not soured, by misfortune. After 
running a long course, In* appears vigorous, fresh, 
and unexhausted. He retains his natural warmth 
and splendour. He sets like the sun in a clear 
Bummer’s evening, linninons and majestic. HMiis 
work IS cliar.icterised by that facility and sini|)le 
elegance, by that liveliness and jioignancy of iina- 
giiuilioii, uhu-b are almost peculiar to himself. 
Wilh him an adbereiiee to siiiijilieity of fable has 
lud produced the efl'oet of dulness nor exeliuh-d the 
j)leasur<‘ of iio\elty. The inimitable deseriptioir, 
of lile viliieli distinguish his other w orks, re{*('i\e, 
if possible, an additional force from the <']nstolarv 
form in winch this novel is xvritten ; ulneh’is 
farther enhanced by the contrast that arises from 
the general allernaie insertion of tlie letters of 
several coiTe>])oiidents. Instead of \ isionary scenes 
and ])ersons, the usual siihjncts of romance, wi'ure 
freijiieiitly jiresi'iited with uncommon anecdotes, 
and curious exhibitions of rial life, <lescrihed in 
such a manner as to afford a jileasure exeii sujierior 
to wliat arises from the jiovi rails of fancy. The 
eliarccter of Matthew llramble, at once so amiable, 
so distressful, and so ludicrous; and those of Tahi- 
tha and Lismaliago, are ])ainted with the highest 
touches of discriminating humour and expression. 
Asto Hiiniidiry ('linker, he is only to he considered 
as the nominal liero of tin- piece; hut his character, 
as \\(*11 as that of Winifred Jenkins, is almost un- 
antu-ipated and highly comic. The letters trom 
llramlilo and IMelford, upon their tour to Eortli 
Jlritain, contain many delineations of sceiierj^ and 
rejiresentalions of life and manners, that not only 
gratify curiosity, hut also tend to correct many wroug 
notions eoneerning that jiart of the island. We 
are everywhere entertained with the narration or 
description of something interesting or extraor- 
diiiar}’^, calculated at one,e to amuse the imagination 
and relii've the understanding from jircjudice. 
E^ry character appears such as we S(*e it in life; 
anu\»very cireumstaiice of every person is copied 
with the utmost accuracy from where it really exists, 
almost without exaggeration. Tlie whole eorre- 
Bponiience is highl y characteristic, and the incidents 
are replete with mirth and humour; and it is one 


of the few works of invi'ution produced by the 
Fiiiglish writers xvhich will always continue in 
request.”- Andemons Life. 

“In Humphry Clinker,’’ observes J)r. Moore, 
“llie author hardly atti'inpls any story ; it is a mere 
yeliiele for characters and remarks on life and 
manners. The characters of the dlffiTent eorre- 
spondiTits are siijiported throughout with the ut- 
most projiriety, and the peculiar style suitable to 
each writer is inaiiitaiiied with more precision than 
in any romance in the epistolary form Avith wdiieh 
I am acquainted. . . . Many useful lessons arc 
given for the eondiiet of life, particularly in the 
story of Mr. Jlayiiard, saIio is lirought to the brink 
of nun by the vanity of liis wife, and the good- 
natured facility of his temper. "I lie whole of 
Tiramhle’s account of the Temple of (.'old deception 
is admirahlv tak<*n from nature 

“From the nssemhlies of high life, Dr. Smollett 
thought that hiiinoiir was hanislu'd by ceremony, 
airectalion and cards ; ‘ tliat nature being castigated 
almost to still life, mirth never a])pedri‘d hut in an 
insipul grin.’ His extrenn* fondness for humour, 
then'fore, l(*d him to s(‘ek it AAhere it was to he 
found, namely, in the inlerior socii'ties of life, 
which, in desj»ile of the acuteness with which he 
s(M7eil and d(*scribed it, has exposed him to the 
eeiiMire of the lastidioiis. Dr. Sm(>llett seem.s, 
when he wrote Iliimpliry (.’linker, to have been 
conscious of the discontent and fretfulness that 
appear in his letters from France anil Italy ; and 
to have had a just notion of his own character. 
Neither Li* Sage nor Fielding, had they been in- 
timately acquainted mill him, could have drawn 
it mou* truly, nor with more humour than it ap 
pears In the h'tters of MattbeAv llramble. 

“ The .similitude among the eliaracters of Fandom, 
F'lckb*, and Bramble, has been repeati'dly remarked. 
'Pile two former display tlie same fondness tor prac- 
tical jokes AA'hicli was observed in Smollett when a 
boy ; the same sfiint m exjiosing presum])tiious 
ignorance, Rtigmatizing hypocrisy, repelling pride, 
and applauding merit that lie displayed in liis me- 
ridian ; and in the letters of Matthew llramblt*, the 
same peevishness that Smollett himself betrays in 
Ills d'raA'els, avith that sensibility, hcnoAolence, and 
generosity of disposition, which he possessed from 
the heginiiingto the end of his life.” — Moores Lift 
of SnutUclt, 

The surpassing qualities of Smollett, as a novelist, 
have also been examined with discrimination hy 
Mr. Cumberland, so well known as a novelist, a 
dramatist, and an essayist, in his ingenious allego- 
lieal reprosi'iitation of the ehar.acter of the most 
eminent of his predecessors, Kichardson, Fiidding. 
and Smollett, as drivers of a stage coaeh, in liis 
novel of Henry. “ 'riiere ai as a third, somowhal 
po.sterior in time not in talent, whoAvas indefjl a 
rough driver, and rather loo severe to his cattle 
hut in faith lu* carried us at a merry pace ovei 
land or sea ; nothing came amiss to him, for he aau^ 
lip to hotli elements, and a match for nature ir 
every sliape, character, and degree. He was nol 
very courteous, it must he owned ; for he had a 
capacity for higlnT things, and was above hif 
hiisiiiess ; he Avaiited only a little more siiavity and 
discretion to na\x* figured with the best.” — Henry, 
Book IH. • 

Smollett’s Travels, says Dr. Anderson, writ- 
ten in low spirits, bad health, and ill humour, 
still deserve to be mentioned with respect foi 
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that spirit of freedom, happily tempered by the 
judgment and sensibility whieb animates his ob- 
servations, and the energy and elegant simplicity 
of the language. His descriptions, though not 
luxuriant, are, it must be owned, sf)metimes inde- 
licate *, and his remarks, though not superficial, are 
sometimes peevish; but these dt'fects are amply 
compensated by the insight he gives ns into the ge- 
nius, manners, customs, and government of the <lit- 
ferent people whom he characterises. “ I ehietiy con- 
sulted,” says Lord Gardenstone, “ Keysler, ISIoore, 
and Smollett. I w^as Ix'st pleased wdth my old and 
excellent friend Smollett. ^I'esty and discontented us 
he is, he writes with perspicuity ; his observations 
are g<*nerally sensible, and even his oddities are 
en tertai n i n g . ” — Tnitrllitifj M nnora mUmia. 

“In Smollett’s Letters,” says Dr. Moore, “there 
are many excellent and uncommon observations ; 
and on tlieir first appearance they jdeased in gene- 
ral, notwithstanding the cynic style in which they 
are written, and they ])leased some on that very 
account.” 

“ As a dramatist,” says Dr. Anderson, “ his 
genius is of a less considerable character than 
might be expected from his unrivalled talent for 
the descrijdion of life and manners. He w'as in 
possession of humour and fancy ; liis wit had 
every character of fertile invention, true plea- 
santry, and flexibility to every subject; he was 
capable of delineating the individual object with 
pe<*nliar happiness; but he beheld his powers in 
a liglit winch deceived him, when he aimed at 
bringing his ebaraeters into the business of the 
stage, and creating a dramatic series of events 
eonlined to the unities of time and place. Here 
liis knowledge of imitative representation, and 
aoquaintanee with the jvu dc flh'ulre failed him, 
but not Ins talents for personative poetry. The 
tragedy of the Begicide will be thought a very 
great efl'ort of genius, eonsidering the early age ot 
the aiilhor w'ben he linislied it. 'Fliougli reckoned 
nndramatie, (leelanuitory, and uninteresting, it un- 
questionably excels in language, pathos, situation, 
and e\ery other dramatic requisite, most of the 
tragedies wbieli were jiresented to the public at the 
time. It is highly animated, natural, and pathetic. 
The characters are .skilfully handled, and finely 
contrasted: the \ irtuous J luiihar ; the headstrong 
Stuart ; the devoted Kleonora — esteeming tlie first, 
yet s]>ite of herself loving the latter ; dis’ lay a 
dramatic genius and power, that little merited the 
severely caustic criticism of C’hurcliill, in his 
Apology to the Jleviewers : — 

Who ever read the Re{^leide Imt suore 
The ,iutl)(ir wiote as nuiri Jic’er wioti before; 

Otliers for jilots and under plots may rall-- 
fleie’s the ri^lit method, h.ive no plot at all. 

Who ran so oftmi in liis cause (‘n;;.'t;;e 
Till- lively pathos of the (irecian st.ij^e '' 

While horrois rise, and tears spontaneous How, 

()i tnvRie Ah ! and no less tr.isue Oh ! 

To pniisc Ills nervous we.ikness a!l aprei* ; 

And then tor sweetness, who sosHttt .is he f 
'J'oo for utterance when soriow.s swell. 

The too bi;r soirows tlowii)f( tears must tell 
Itiit vvh(‘n these flowinf? tears must cease to flow. 
Why— then the verse must speak at:aiii you know.” 

^tjHilngif to Ihc Critical Ilcviciiers. 

“ Tn the Reprisal, he evinces dramatic jiowers, 
whicli, if he had persevered in writing for the sttige, 
might have obtained him equal di.stinetion in this de- 
partment of literature. Jlis eomie genius has sliowii 
itself very conspicuously in this afterpiece. There 


is throughout the performance a close imitation of 
nature. The blunders of the Irishman are none 
of them forced ; they are such as cannot fail te 
strike, and provoke laughter, because there are 
none of them that have not been heard, at some 
time or other, to fall from the mouth of such a 
clniracter. There is a mixture of pride, pedantry, 
stifthcKs, and liunianity in the IScotoliman, that 
marks liim very strongly. The Frenchman is 
finely distinguished ; his gasconading, his cowardice, 
his making love, and his rage, are highly comic. 

“ As a poet, his coTnpo.sitioiis are so excellent, as 
to make u.s regrel that they are not more mnnerous. 
Ilis flexible genius is adapted to various kinds of 
poetry ; to the sjirightly^ as well as the serious ; to 
the descriptive as well as the amatory ; to the se- 
vere energy of satire as well as to the higher 
tones and more delicate effusions of the lyre. 
Liv'ely, humorous, witty, elegant, tender, satirical, 
pathetic, and sublime, he is happy and successful 
in whatever the universality of Ins genius prompts 
him to undertake. 

“His Ode to independence, tlie greatest effort of 
his genius, rivals in spirit and sublimity, in strength 
of coneeplioii and beauty of colouring, the sublime 
odes of Drj-den, ('ollins, and Gray, the great 
masters of the British lyre, ’riie lineage, educa- 
tion, and achievements of Independeiu'e, are <le- 
senhed with strenglli of judgment, and fertility of 
fancy; and the influence of that power on his own 
mind, in pre.s<*rving him from servility, and eriahling 
him to look with eonhiiqd on titled Tolly and dig- 
nified pre.suiiiption, is displayed vi ith the (>nerg> of 
sublime sentiment, and the (harms of bplendid and 
auimated imagery : — 

“ 'tin spiiit, liul(‘pi‘iulcnc(‘, li't ini* shnic, 

1.01(1 ot ilu> lion Ju'ait and (mj/Ii co', 

'rii\ sf< ps J to. low wilh ni\ hosoin h.irt', 

Not Ined the stonn that howK alontftlu' si 

'Phe poet “rapt, insjMred,” with the spirit of 
that niaje.stic mdepeiidenet* which he was too 
proud ev^er lo com promise', continues m a strain of 
m'rvous poetry, as wild us it is bold and romantic ; — 

“A poddt'.ss violated hroiiplit thee forth, 

liiiiiiorlal I.ihfitv, wliose look .suhliine 

Hath hlamh’d thclyiaiit’s rheek iiievoiy varying elirne ’ 

Independence, in the opinion (ff the author, de- 
notes that internal sense and consciousness ot 
freedom which beget inagnanimitv, fortitude, and 
that becoming pride, which leads us to respect our- 
selves, and do nothing unworthy of our condition, 
laherty, therefoie, is with pel feet propriety said 
to be the mother of Independeiiee, and Disdain, 
his father; Disdain arising from mdigiialion 
agaiihst ail oppressor, and triumph on having frus- 
trat(^(i or eseaiied Ins malice. This noble and self- 
respecting sentiment is finely characterised in the 
following boldly descriptive lines : — 

“ Of aiiiph' iront iht* jiortly cliivf a|)p«\’ir’d , 

'I’lu* hiintrd heal suj)])]u‘d a slia^fgy vest , 

The diilted snow Jiunp on his yellow heard; 

And Ills hioad slioulders hiav’d the furious hla.st.'’ 

“If their liberty is attack(*(l, men are alarmed ; 
they feel tlie value of their condition ; they are 
moved with indignation against their oppressors ; 
they exert tliemselves; and if they are successful, 
or escape the danger that threatened them, they 
triumph — they reflect on the happiness conferred by 
freedom— they applaud themselves for their exer- 
tious, become magnanimous and inde})endeiit. Th(?re 
is, tlierefiire, no less propriety in deducing the 
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oria:in of Independence from Disdain and Lil)(*rf >, 
thiiii in fixing the era of Jiis birth. 'I’lie Saxons, 
free, simj)le, and inoffensive, were attacked, escajied 
the violence of their adversary, reflech-d on the 
felicity of their condition, and learned indejiendence. 

“ The edncation of Indejieiidence, and the scene 
of his nativity, are suited to illustrious lineage, and 
to the lii»h achievements for 'V'hicli In* was destined. 

‘ Th«- he saw in Albinn's hajijiy plains, 

WIhtc under eovei ol .i llnwouti}^ thoin, 

Wlnli- I'liiloinel lencw’d lici w.uhlfd sti.uns, 

Tlie ,uj''iiici<jus fruit of stol'n enibiace w.is bom 

Tile mount. nil Dij.ids seiz’d wilfi joy 

7’li( Miiililiit inl.Mit to their rbaiire eonsi;!;n’d , 

The Done inn'-e e.iress’d the t.i\otite hoy , 

The hermit Wisdom stor'd his opening mind ’ 

“ Tims divinely instrneted, he distin”uislied him- 
self by heroic and beneficent actiotis : — 

* Aeeomplish’d thus, heving’d his vay, 

And /e. lions Kn ’d from ]iole fo ])ole, 

'J'lie rolls of light etern.il to di^pl.iy. 

And warm with imtiiot tlioiiglits Th’ aspiring soul ’ 

“Tie acknowledges with gratitude the jiroteetlon 
be bad reipiested, and the power of iinlepeiidenee 
in preserving him untainted by tin* debasing inlln- 
enees of grandeur, and the admiration of vain 
magnificenee. Animated with tliis reflection, and 
eoTiseions of the digniD annext‘d to an independent 
state of mind, lie inveighs against those minions 
wdio vsoiild imiiose upon mankiiid b> tlie o.steuta- 
tiori of wealth, and tiie parade of pageantry. 

‘ In J'ortuTK' s r.ir hclmld th.it minion iidc, 

A^]tl^ i'itln*r Indi.i’s glitti'iing spoils oppitst : 

So moves tin* snni])ti’i nuil< in h.initss’d piide, 

7 h.il he, ns the (n isnTe whiclihe c.innot t.istc 
J-'ui him lef \enal h.iuis disgi.ict tin l><i\ , 

And liiu ling miiistiels w.ike the ti.iklmg sfnng; 

III I M'lisn.it ••11. lies li I l.iilliless IMi .i-uk l.i\. 

And .ill liei gingling lx Ms l.inl lO le Tolly ) mg 
Di<.(|oiet, Donhr, .iiul Di (Mil, sh.itl nil* i \ t ne , 

And N.itiin still to .ill hei tn.'iii ’s pist, 

• J’l vi n'^e.iin'e li.’U"' .1 o'> < m in sronr, 

Shook tioin the 1 -.h I I | 1 : 1 i. disgust ’ 

‘‘Here is added to the embellislmients of fanc\, 
and the elianns of harmony, the proud, grand .spirit 
which makes tlie true poet, when he rtjipcals to 
no otlier muse hut his honest indignation and love 
of truth- the '' indKjnnUo jUnt ’ of the old 

satirie poets. In liis Advice and Keproof, he 
strongly displays tliis eharaeter of an indignant 
censor, and lie inffiets Ins stripes on tin* slaves of 
vile passions, the perjietrators of vice and injustice, 
ddjx's of folly, agents of fraud, et)rni|)tion, and 
villany. He holds up to public execration the vices 
and profligacy of tlie .self-.styled great, wliieh, while 
tiu'y degrade human nature, tend to de.stroy all 
eoiifideiiee in governments, to di.s.-tolve the social 
lies, and insensibly bring great states to ruin. I lere 
lie seems to have liad the Whigs in his eye; and 
even to have taken upon himself the mantle of 
the ])ro])het, when he sjieaks of * the sordid knave.s,' 
wliom he liobls up to ])ublie scorn for saerifieiiig to 
their own pi'tty wants the interests of a great jicople. 
In many instances liis acrimony is too severe, and 
his chastisement too indiscriminate. JJe ridicules 
courts and censures ministers ‘wdtli all tin* dignity' 
Jot independimce, and all the loftine.ss of a mind that 
fV^onld not debase itself.’ The strength and acute- 
ness of his satirical genius are at the same time 
disjilayed in the can.se of virtue and deeornm by 
cxiiosing to general scorn the (frr(tt ojfhnlcrs against 
both — ammiable to no other tri1)niial — ‘who, 
though they defy serious rcjiroof, tremble at the 


thoughts of .seeing (heir vices and follies attacked 
liy the shafts of ridicule.’ 

“ liis smaller iioems, w ritten chiefly on occasional 
subjects, and dispersed nj) ami down his novels and 
plays, are marked by the different dispositions 
w'liieh must have prevailed in diilenmt periods and 
situations of bis lile. His elegantly plaintive J^ove 
7']legy cannot be too miieli admired. It has all the 
fen Jer suavity and jdairitive simplicity of 'J’ihuliu.s. 
His Tears of Scotland ought not to he nn’ritioned 
w ithout every' eormnendation. Jt discovers a genius 
equally titled for the jiatlietie and the sublime. 'I’lie 
follow ing jiassage is exquisitely tender and beau- 
tiful 

‘ 7'lie pious mot tier doom’d to death, 

T’oisakeii Nv.iiKlu's o’« I the lie. if li 
The lile.ik wind wliistles lound liei tie.id 
Her 111 Iple.ss oipliaiis cry lor hie. id. 
llerell ol s’leller, fond, ami li ii ml, 

Stie \ lews the sti.ides of nigiu diiceiul. 

And .sliefeli'd bene.ith tlT iiieleliient si. ies, 
VVeep'^o'er tier tender Ixiheb and dies ’ 

Aiuh’r&uu's Life. 

ITis Ode to Lovell Water jiossesses gieat deli- 
cacy of sentiment, w’llh inetnresqne description, 
(liversilied with a rich sueeession of iiastoral image.s. 
In his Ode to ■Miith. he was eminently hajqiy, dis- 
playing a hiah reach of iioidic tlionglit, with a 
siiigoilar variety of figures, and iichness of har- 
mony and flow of verse. Nor is Ins Jiiiile.sque 
Od<> witliont its eluiracterlstie vnerit, a }ieeuhar 
felicity of sty le and exjiression, however ill selected 
111 point of subject. That to ^leep, like his brM to 
Jicven Water, disiilays the lemleniess and (klieacy 
of .sentiment, and pleasing fancy, so eoiispienous in 
all the lighter v\orks of this versatile wTiter. His 
songs are also lefilele witl) tho'^e qualities which 
acquired for them a well-deserved rcjintation in the 
musical annal.s of tlie day ; and m particular, t'nat 
of hiN Line-eyed i\.nn, winch is in tlie ballad style, 
and full of natural pathos and simplicity.'’' 

* A cell f>’ati“d poet (if the piesent d.iy— tlie niitlior of 
“Till Tlc.isuii's of Ho|K‘,” Ini's dom iiisiui* to ll)“ iioetieal 
ihaiaelci ol hispudcM's 01 and i oiinti N iiuin 111 tiu following 
ai'i'ur.iti* fsfiiiiatt* of Siiiolli tt's im nts — “ IDs [loitiiai 
( oni]ioMt loti's luNc a portion (d (iidir.u N not to lie found m 
ins no\t is Init they have noi, liht thosi juoso miions, tlie 
stnnigtli tif a in.tstn’s hand VV\rc lie tolue au.ini, we nufilit 
w isii him fo wj itc luoi e poi li \ , m the lx In f lli.il ins jioi t u al 
f.ik'iit would uupin\e In oxauso, Imt we should lx glad 
that we h.id unue novils, pist .is liny are {Sjniimi us of 
ilie Jtn/is/i Pods ) It ui.'iN lie inteiesliiig to add tin follow- 
ing tiaits, lefnu'd toby tiic same, ,ind oilier nuuLni .iiitiio- 
niiL's, eutitk'd to umloulileil eieilu Nut 111.1113 am ('dotes — 
HIM tfiose lem.irkai'l} eli.ir.K tei isf ir - Ii.iN e hem ul.ited 
respei'ting the nuiturer (lavs of .Siuollett It seems that 
w liile I ng.iged in some poitioii of ' .Sir J..ium'el(d (Iie.i vt s,’ 
he was lesiding at r.ixton, 111 Item icksl-iie on a Ms it to tlie 
late beurge Home, T.sq , .iml when jiosf tnne dreNv m'ar. lie 
Used fo retire lei halt .111 hour, or an lioiir, to jirepare the 
lU'cess.iry (juanlitN ol re/o/. us it is tc'chnically lernu'd in the 
pnnting'liouso, \Nhith he iieNer gave liunself tlie trouble to 
eorreet, or eNen to re.id over.’’- Hnnpapfucul Memoin . — 
Si off. 

“ 7’hc tr.idition still renmniuigat Glasgow is, that Smollett 
was .i restles.s .ipprentice .iml a inisehievoiis stiipling. While 
at the uniNOisity, he oiiUiN.iled the siud) of literature, as 
well as lhalof m( dicine, .iml showt'd a disposition lui iioeliy, 
but veiv often in that hitter vi'in of satiie Nvhicn lie earned 
so plentifully into the teiiipei ol liis tuluie jeais." — 
Cuwfibe// 

“ Mr. Lcnvis, of nit'lsoa, Nvho died in 17S3, used lo bitul 
liooks lor ami en|oN tlieeouijiain .imi conveisation of the fust 
Jileraty men of his dav. ami was generally .sui)pu.se(] to have 
been the oiigiiial ol Stiaji, in ‘ liodenek H.imlom.’ Mrs. 
Lewis olieii assurv'd the writer ol this arliele that her hns- 
haml demetl the assertions ot m.iny pei’ple, as often as it 
w'.as meiilioiied to him, but there is ever} reason to suppose 
Inin to have been the person that Smollett had in view, At 



Xl LIFE AND WOTIKS OF SMOLLETT. 


In his person, Dr. Smollett was stout, rather above 
the middle size, and well proportioned. Tlis coun- 
tenance was extremely enga{>jing, although his 
manner w^as reserved, wdth a certain air of dignity, 
that, in the opinion of his contemporary biogra- 
phers, seemed to indicate that he was not uncon- 
scious of his own powers. He had a peculiar smile, 

they camp out of Scotland topothcr ; and when Smollett lived 
at Chelsea, Mr. I,owis used to dine evoiy Sunday with linn.” 
— Ntchois’ Ijitci arjf A nccdolfw, vol III. ji. 4 ().'>. 

“Smollett had wiitten both toi and .ijrainst ministers, 
perhaps not always IVoni independent motives; hut to find 
the man whose t^eniushas;,'iven e.\hil.iration to millions, tlius 
redueed to bej;, and to be refused the nuMiistlidt nujclit have 
smoothed the jullow ol liis de.ith-bod iii a foreifjn country, is 
a circunislaiice w hieh tills the tuiiid latlier too stroiij^ly with 
the recolleclion of Cei vantes.”— fV/w/i/ze//. 

“ Of most authors bj ])rotession, whohas displajed atnorc 1 
fruittui Kciiius, and exernsed inoic intense iiulusfr}, with a j 
loftioi sense of Ills ludepemleuee, tluiii Smollett? Hut looh j 
' his hie and enter into lus feelmj^s, and von will be 
shoeked at tlie disparity oi his sil nation with the gemiis ol I 
the man. Ills lile was .1 siieeession ol stnmi^les, \e\alions. , 
and disappointments— ) el, ol sneecss in his wiitin;;s Smol- I 
Jett, who is a j;ieat ])Oct, thon{,di he has wniten lillle ui 1 
verse, and whose rich Kenius had composed the most on- i 
jriiuil jnetures of human hie, was eoniptlled hv his 'wants to | 
ilebase his name by selling his ‘ Vovu'cs and Ti.ivcls,* 
wliK li he never eonld have read A\ hen he had worn him- 
seU down 111 the seuiee of the jmbhe, or tlu bookselle 
(heie remained not of all his sli'iider icinuneiations, in tiu | 
last stat?e ol life, suIheKMit to eotni j him to .1 elieap t oniilr\ I 
and a ustorahve an on the eoniuient hiro’h'i Culunii i 
Itcs of t of lion. j 

“ The sriont' iiietme of Ihe diseomloil of his mual hie. 
whiehhe afterwards drew, is said to hate .ittr.uti'd loiisider 
able attention to the internal eeoiioiny of our ships ot war, 
and to have oeeasioncd the eonirutncenieiit of some salutaiy 
lefonL'Mumbr—CauiplieU 


which, with his eye, heamcfl intelligence, wit, and 
mirth, giving to his whole physiognomy a new and 
lively expression, that by which his rnother, after so 
long an absence, at once recognised him In the 
opinion of his friend, J)r. Moore, he had a consider- 
able share of pnde, and great sensibility; his 
passions were easily moved, and too impetuous 
when roused. He was intrepid, independent, hut 
imprudent ; and more disposed to cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of those he could serve, than of those 
Avho could si‘rve him. AV liat wonder that a man of 
hi.s character was not Avhal is called successful in 
life ? 

Smollett lived in an hospitable manner, hut he 
despised that hospitality which is founded on osten- 
tation, which entertains only those Avhose situation 
in life Hatters the vanity of the (‘iitertainer, or such 
a.s can maki* returns of the same kind ; that hos- 
pitality Avhich keeps u debtor and creditor aeeoiint 
ot diiiner.s, Smollett invited to his plain, hut plen- 
tiful table, tile persons whose characters he v.,- 
teemed, in Avhose conversation he delighted ; and 
niany lor no other n-nson than because th(‘y stood 
in need of his eouiitcnanee and protection. 

Ill the eoneliiding passage that follows is eori- 
taiiied the crowning jiraise of Smollett’s iiidejien- 
denl mind. “As nothing was more ubhonent to 
his nature than pertuess or intrusion, fi'w tiling 
could render him more indignant than a cold re- 
ception. 'Po this, liowcNcr, he Jiiiagined he had 
.sometimes been exjiosed on his iqiplieation in favour 
of others; for liimself he ne\er made an apiiliea- 
tion to any grot i .an in his WiW- -Moofi's Life, 


THOMAS ROSCOH. 






Of all kinds of satiir, tlicro is uoiu* so cnttMt.iininj; and 
Univmally iinpiovjiii;, .is that which is iiitroduiTd, a*- it 
were, occ.jsiou.illy, in thr (‘oursc of an inliusslmf? stor), 
Avinch hriii'js every iiitident lioine lo lile, and, by lepiesent- 
iiii; lainiii.ir scenes in aii uncoinnion and aiiiusiiii,' point 

»\liile 

Jidtuie IS apjie.ded to in eveiy ji.uluulai 

Tiie leadci {.^latilies Ills innositj in puisiiiii},' the .idven 
tuies ol i pi'ison in whose !.i\oiii In. is piepossessed , lie 
espouses his cause, he syniiiatliizes with him in disliess, his 
iiidn^nalioii is healed a'^nnst llie.iuthois ol lusial.imily , the 
huinaiie p.issinnsan iiill.iiin d , tlieconlu^t hi tween deiei led 
viitue and msullin*'- \iec .ii)])ears with ^ic.Uer a;i}'ia\atnm , 
and till) lUipresMoii Juunn; ,'i double toiee on tin- iin.ij^i 
nation, the iin'inoiy lelains tin eiieuinstanee, and tin heart 
inipioMs hy llie evainple. 'Dn attention is not Hied with a 
bail iatah)}.pi(‘ ol tliaiaiteis, Iml .i^neeably duelled with all 
the v.irnU uf iiueiition, and the \icisMludes ol life .ippear 
in then peenli.ii eiieumst.inei s, opejimj,' .in ample luld tor 
wit aiul luimoiir, 

itoiiiaine, no doubt, owes its oiiftin to iijiioianee, 
and siijiei sill loll. Inllied.ii.v .i^esol tlie woihl, win n aman 
had inidertd liniisell l.mmus loi wisdom ol \ .iloiii, liis family 
and adheieiits availul tln'iiisilves oi lus siiperioi ipialitus, 
nia-', lulled Ins Mitues, and ujnesuited lus ehai.ietd .itid 
jnison .IS sailed and siijierii.itiiial The vul;tai easih swal- 
lowed Hie half, iiiiplored his pioteitioii, and jnldid Hie 
Tiihuti ol iimna/e and jnaisi e\en to adulation, his ixplo.ts 
*eie liauded down lo posteiit> with a thousand t.\.ii;;;e- 
r.itions, the\ weieupealed <u incitements to \ irtne , di\iiie 
honiniis weie jiaid. and .illars eteitcd to hu nieinorv, Im the 
eni oiiiai'eniimt ol those who .itli iiipted to imit.ite liis 
ex^iph aiidheiKi' nose the lieatlien nutholon', wliuli is 
no*llier than a eollectmn ol extras a/aiil lomaiuis. \s 
leaiiimt; aihamed, .aid {^enuu leieuid iiiltuation, tlust 
stor.i s will imhi llislii’il wall the yj.ieeh ol poili\ , that the) 
iiii;,'lit the hitler ri'comnn ml tiu him hi > to the aftenlion, 
till V \veii siinj.; ill pnblio, .it listuals. hn the mstinctioii .ind 
dcli};ht ot tie audieme, and reheaisi d helon hiHle, as iii- 
eeiitives to deeds ot {doiV- Tliiu lia^ed) .aid the i jne must> 
W'eie hoiii, and, in the ]iio}j:iess ol taste, airuid .it peilcdioii. 
it is no wonder that the aiiiienls could not rIisIi .'liable in 
piose, aliei they had seen so iiiaii) remailvahle events ei le- 
liiatid in veisi, li\ then I) st jiin ts , wi , llkitloie, lind no 
rom.ime ,'imon^i; Hiem, dnnn|.t 'in ei.i ot their ixcelhiiu, 
unless tile (hiupd’iiia ol Zenoplum may he so calkd , and it 
was not till arts and sciences he ;an lo revue, aliei the iirnp- 
tioii ol tin haihaiiaiis into Kuropi, that aii) tiling' of tins 
kind .ijiiieared lint when tlie niinds of men weie debauched, 
hy the imposition ol piieslcr.ill, to the most ahsurd jntih of 
ciedulity, the authors of lomance arose, .uul, loniij; Mf;ht ot 
prob.ibility, tilled their iierformaiices with tlie most mon- 
strous h)pt'il)oles. It the) could not equal the ancient ports 
in point ol {pmuis, they weie resolved to excel them in 
lictioM, and ajiply to the wonder rathei than the judfjiiu nt ot 
their rc.iders Aecordinuly Hnw hioiiuht nee ioinanr\ to tlieii 
aid, and instead of suppoitai" the eharatter ol then lieioes 
by di;aiity of sentiment and iiractice, distin;,mislicd them O) 
their bodily sticnKth, activit), and eAti,uaj(ance ot he- 
li.'uiom. Althou{?h nothin;,' nmld be more liidicnnis and 
niiiiatural than the ti;,':ire‘s tlicy drew, Hu'y did not want 
patrons and admirers, and the world actually bcyaii to be 


iiitecteel with thesiniit of kni^'ht-crrantry, when ( ervantes, 
an inimitable piece ol ridicule, rcloimed Hie t.istt ol niaii- 
kind, lepresenting chivaliy in the ri^flit point ot view, and 
eoiivertin;' lomaiiee to purposes far mole iiselul and eiitei - 
tainin;,', iiy making it assume the sock, and iiuinl out Hie 
follies of oidinary life. 

The same method has been practised by other Spanish and 
I'leneli authors, and h) none more suceesstuHy than b) 
Monsieur la* Sa^e, who, m his Adventures ot (ill Bias, lias 
deseiihed the kn.iver) .iiullinnles ol life, with inliiiiti. humour 
and s.ig.icity The tollowiiig shells 1 liave modelled on his 
plan, taking the hliirtv, however, to ditter fiom him in the 
exeeutioii, where J tboughl his paitieular siliiitioiis wiie 
uiuommon, extiavLu;aiii, oi jieculiar lo the (oiiiiti) in whali 
the hiiMii IS laid. 'J'lie dhgiacLS of (ill Bias aic, lor the 
most p.irt, siuhas lathei exeiK ninth than lomiiissum. lie 
Iniiiselt lau;l:h^ .it tlum. .iml lus transitions Irom distiess to 
h.ipp.ness, Ol ,it le.isl ease, .lie so sudtleii, Hi.it neither the 
le.ulei has time to pit) liim, not Inmsell to he .icqnamted 
with .illlii tioii 'J’his conduct, in iii) ojnniuii, not onl) de- 
vi.ili s lioin piohahi.it) , but pii vuits that generous iiuligiia- 
lioii whiih ought lo aniniale fbe reader .igaiiist the soidid 
and \i( urns disjKisitioii o! Hu. woibl 
1 have attemptid lo ii [iieseiil modest merit struggling 
with tvi r\ dillii nlty to whii h .i li .einlless ()]]thaii is exjiosed, 
lioiii lus own w.iiif of i Xjii lu nee, as will as tioin the selllsli- 
iitss, env), malui', and base iiKhikuMice ot mankind To 
seiiire a l.ivoutahle pri‘]iossessioii, 1 have ailowul him the 
advaiit.iges ot hirili and eduialum, which, m the seriis of 
Ills unsfortuiies, w ill, I liope, engage the iin'cimous more 
waiiiil) 111 his 1). hall , ami though 1 toresee tli.it some piople 
will hi olleiided at the mean scenes in which he is involved, 
T jieisii.ide 111 ) sell Hu indnioiis will not onl) jiticeue the 
nmssity ot desi iihing those situations to wlncli be must ol 
(iiiiisc beconhiud, in lus low stale, but also limi enlerta.n- 
imiil in vieVitig those parts o( lile, where fin hiinumra and 
pass'otis .lie undisguised b) alleelaHoii, eeiemon), or edn- 
eatum, ami tlie wliimsic.al petuliauties ol disposition appiai 
as natuie h.is implanted Hieiii. But J believe 1 need not 
tioublemvseU in vindie.itmg a ]nacHee authorizi dbv Hu bust 
VMiteis m Hus wav. soiin ol whom I li.ue alre.niv iiaiiied 
Kveiv intelligent le.ulerwill. .it liust sight, peueive J liare 
not dev Kited hoiii natiiie in Hie tails, which aie all true m 
j the mam. alHioiigh Hie eiieunislaiiees aie alteied and dis- 
' guise d, to .IV Old persoiKil satire. 

I it now lemaius logueiii) RMsons foi making the duel 
' ptison.ij'e ot this work a Ninth liritoii. which .iie ehielly 
I tluse 1 lould at a sni.ill exjieiise bestow on liiiii siidi (du- 
1 (alum .IS 1 thought the ilignit) oi bus biith .ind di.uacter 
I required, which could not possibh be olnamed in r.ngl.'ind, 
j by suih slender nie.uis astheiialuii ol m\ plan would allord. 

, lu the next jihue, 1 could repies-mt suiipiicitv o( manners in 
, .1 remote p.iitof the kingdom, wiili mon imipiiely than iii 
1 ,iny other pl.ace lusir the cainial , ami, las 1\, the disposition 
I ol the Scots, adilieted to tiavelhng, justilies ni) miiduet in 
deiiv mg ail .idveiituiei tiom Hiari'ountiv 
I That the ddiiale reader m.i\ not In olfended .at the un- 
iiieamug oaths whidi pioieed fiom the niMiths of some per- 
sons 111 these nieiiioiis, 1 ht‘g leave lo jneniisc, that I 
imagined nulhiiig could moieetiectuallv expose Hie absuiuity 
ol such miserable expletives, tliaii a n.itural and verbal 
representation ol tlie diseuuisc in which they occur 



APOLOGUE. 


A YOUNG painter, indulging a vein of pleasantry, sketched a 
kind of conversation -piece, representing a hear, an owl, a 
monkey, and an ass ; and to render it more striking, humo- 
rous, and monrl, distinguished every figure by some emblem 
of human life. 

liruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude of an old, 
toothless, drunken soldier ; the owl, perched upon the handle 
of a coffee-pot, with spectacles on his nose, seemed to con 
template a newspaper ; and the ass, ornauiented vs'itha huge 
.J;ye-wig (which, however, could not conceal his long ears), 
sat for his picture to the monkey, who appeared with the 
implements of painting. This whimsical group allorded 
some mirth, and met with general a])prohatioii, until some 
mischievous wag hinted that the whole w'as a laipjioon upo 
the friends of the performer ; an insinuation which was no 
sooner circulated, than those very people who ajiplauded it 
before began to be alarmed, and even to fancy themselves 
signified by the several figures of the piece. 

Among others, a worthy iiersonage in years, who had 
served in the army with reputation, being ineenscil at the 
supposed outrage, repaired to the lodgings of the painter, 
and, finding him at home, “ Hark ye, Mr Monkey,” said he, 
“ I have a good mind to convince you, that though the bcai 
has lost his teeth, he retains his paws, and that he is not so 
drunk but he can perceive your impertiiienee— 'Sblood! sir, 
that toothless jaw is a d— ned scandalous libel— but don’t you 
imagine me so chopfallen as not to be able to chew the cud 
of resentment.” Here he was interrupted by the arrival of 
a learned physician, who, advancing to the culprit with fury 
in his aspect, exclaimed, Suppose the augmentation of the 


ass’s cars should prove the diminution of the baboon’s— nay, 
seek not to prevaricate, for by the be.iul of Eseiilapius 1 there 
is not one hail m this periwig that will not stand up iiijudg’ 
meat to convict thee of personal abuse. — J)o but observe, 
Captain, bow this pitiful little fellow lias copied the very 
culls— the colour, indeed, is dillerenl, but then tliefoini and 
fori'top are quite similar.” While be thus remonstrated in a 
strain of voeilVraliou, a venerable senator entered, and wad- 
dling lip to the delinquent, “Jackanapes cued be, “ I will 
now let thee see I can read something else than anevvsiiaper, 
and that, wuthout the help of spectacles — liere is your own 
note of hand, sirrah, lor money which, if 1 had luitnd valued, 
I you yourself would have resembled an owl, in not daiing to 
show your face b> day, you ungrateful slanderous knave !” 

In vain the astonished painter declared that be had no in- 
tention to give oflence, or to charaeteri/e paiiicular persons : 
they aflirmed the rescniblanee w as too paip.ible to be over- 
looked; they taxed him with insolence, nialiee, and mg^i- 
tude; and their elamours being overheard by the public, the 
captain was a bear, the doctor an ass, ami the senator an 
owl, to his dying day. 

Christian reader, I beseech thee, in the bowels of the Lord, 
rcmcmbei this example while tliou art employed in the 
perusal of the follow mg sheets , and seek not to aj)j)rf)priate 
to thyself that which equally belongs to five bundled dilleient 
people. If thou shouldst meet with a cbar;u;ter tliat reflects 
thee in some ungracious particular, keej) thy own counsel , 
consider that one feature makes not a face, and that, though 
thou art, perhaps, distinguished by a bottle nose, twenty of 
thy neighbours may be in the same iiredicament. 



THE 


ADVENTURES OF RODERICK RANDOM 


CHAPTER 1 

Of my Birth and Parentage. 

I WAS born in the northern part of this united king- 
dom, in the house of my grandfather ; a gentleman 
of considerable fortune and influence, who had, on 
many (jccasions, signalized himself in behalf of his 
country ; and was remarkable for his abilities in the 
huv, which he exercised with great success, in the 
station of a judge, particularly against beggars, for 
whom he had a singular aversion. 

My father, his youngest son, falling in love with 
a ])oor relation, who lived vuth the old gentleman in 
(piality of housekeeper, espoused her privatidy ; and 
1 Avas the first fruit of that marriage. During her 
pregnancy, a dream discomposed my mother so 
inueti, that her husband, tired with her im})ortunity, 
at last consulted a Highland seer, whose favourable 
interpn'tation he would have secured hefore-hand 
by a bribe, hut found him incorruptible. She 
dreamed she vas delivered of a tennis-hall, which 
the devil (wlio, to her great surj)rise, acted the part 
of midwife) struck so forcibly with a racket, tliat 
it disappeared in an instant; and she was for .some 
lime inconsolable for the loss of her offspring; when 
all of a sudden, she beheld it return with equal 
violence, and enter the earth beneath her feet, 
whence iimnediately sprung up a goodly tree 
covefed with blossoms, the scent of Avhieh operated 
so strongly on her nerves, that she aw^oke. The 
attentive sage, after some deliberation, assured my 
])ar(mts, that their first-horn would he a great tra- 
veller; that he would undergo many dangers and 
difficulties, and at last return to his native land, 
where he wouldflourish in happiness and rejmtatioii. 
How truly this Avas foretold, will appear in the sc- 
jiuel. Tt was not long before .some officious person 
informed my grandfather of certain familiarities that 
passed between his son and housekeeper, which 
alarmed him so mueh, that a feAv days alter, he told 
my father it was high time for him to think of set- 
tling; and that he had provided a match for hmi, 
to which he could in justice have no ohjeetion.s. 

, My father, finding it would be impossible to conceal 
^is situation much longer, frankly owmed what lu* 
piad done, and excused himself for not having asked 
Jhe consent of his father, by saying, he knew it 
would Lave been to no purpose ; and that, had his 
Inclination been knoAvn, my grandfather might have 
taken such measures us would have effectually put 
tlie gratification of it out of his power, lie added, 
that no exceptions could be taken to his wife’s 
virtue, birth, beauty, and good sense ; and iis for 
^rtune, it was beneath his care. The old geutle- 
Paii, who kept all his passions, except one, in 

E fcxceflent order, heard him to an end with great 
iper ; and then calmly a.sked, how he proposed 
inaifitaiii himself and spouse? He replied, lie 
dd he in no danger of wanting, while his father’s 
derness remained, which he and liis wife should 


always cultivate with the utmost veneration ; that 
he was persuaded his allow'ance would he .suituhle 
to the dignity and circumstances of his family, and 
to the provision already made for his brothers and 
sisters, Avho were hapjiily settled under his protec- 
tion. ‘‘Your brothers and sisters,” said my grand- 
father, “did not think it beneath them to consult me 
in an aflbir of such iraiioilance as matrimony; nei- 
ther, I supi>ose, would you have omitted that piece 
of duty, had not you some secret fund in reserve, 
to the comforts of Avhich I leave you, wdth a desire 
that you will this night seek out another habitation 
for yourself and wife, whither, in a short time, I 
will send j^ou an account of the expense I have 
been at in your education, with a view of being 
reimbursed. Sir, } ou have made the grand tour ; — 
you arc u polite gentleman, — a very pretty gentle- 
man; — 1 Avish you a great deal of joy, and am 
your very humble servant.” So saying, he loft my 
father in a situation easily imagined. However, he 
did not long hesitate ; for, being perfectly well ac- 
quainted with his father’s disposition, he did not 
doubt that he was gla<l of this pretence to get rid 
of him ; an<l his re.solves being invariable as the 
laAAS of the IMedes and Persians, he ktieAv it would 
be to no purpose to attempt him by prayers and en- 
treatii‘s; so, Avithout any further ajijilicntion, he 
betook himself m ith his disconsolate bedfellow, to 
a farm-house, Avhere an ol<l servant of his mother 
dw'clt. T'liere they remained for some time in a 
situation but ill adajited to the elegance of their 
desires, and teuderne.ss of their love ; \Hneh, never- 
thele.ss, my father chose to endure, rather than sup- 
plicate au imriatural and inflexible parent. Hut my 
mother, foreseeing the inconvenience to a\ hich slie 
must have been exposed, had she been delivered in 
this place (and her pregnancy was Aery far advan- 
ced), without communicating her design to her 
husbaiui, w^ent in disguise to the house of my grand- 
father, hoping that her tears and condition Avould 
mo\e him to compassion, and reconcile him to an 
CA'ent AAliieli was noAv irrevocably past. She found 
means to deceiAu* the servants, and aaus introduced 
as an unfortunate lady, a\1io Avanted to complain of 
some matrimonial grievances; it being my grand- 
father’s particular province to decide in all eases of 
scandal. She was accordingly admitted into his 
presence; where discovering Jierself, .she fell at 
his feet, and in the most affecting maimer imjilored 
.his forglAumess ; at the same time representing the 
danger that threatened not only her life, hut that of 
his own grandehild, which was about to see the 
light. He told lier, he was sorry that the indiscre- 
tion of her and his son liad compelled him to miilce 
a vow, w Inch put it out of his power to give them 
any assistance ; that he had already imparted his 
thoughts on that subject to her husband, and was 
surprised that they should disturb his peace with 
any further importunity. This said, he retired. The 
violence of my mother’s affliction had such an effect 
on her constitution, that she was immediately seized 
B 2 
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with the pains of childbed; and had not an old 
maid servant, to whom she was very dear, afforded 
her pity and assistance, at the hazard of iTieniTino 
my grandfather’s displeasure, she and the innoeerit 
fruit of her womb must have fallen miserable vic- 
tims to his rigour and inhumanity, lly tlie friend- 
ship of this poor woman, she was carried up to a 
garret, and immediately delivered of a man-child, 
the story of whose unfortunate birtli he himself now 
relates. IMy father being informed of m hat had 
happened, flew to the embraces of his darling spouse, 
and, while he loaded his offspring with paternal 
caresses, could not forbear shedding a flood of tears, 
on beholding the dear partner of his heart, for 
Mdiose ease he would have sacrificed the treasures 
of the east, stretched upon a flock bed in a misera- 
ble ajiartment, unable to protect her from the in- 
clemencies of the weather. Jt is not to be sup- 
posed, that the old gentleman Avas ignorant of what 
jiassed, though he affected to know nothing of the 
malter, and pretended to be very much surju’ised, 
when one of his grandchildren, by his eldest son 
deceased, avIio lm*d with him as his heir apjiarent, 
acipuiinted him Avith the affair. He detennined, 
therefore, to observe no medium, but immediately, 
on the third day after her delivery, sent her a ])er- 
eiiiptory order to he gone, and turned off’ the ser- 
vant who had preserved her life. This behaviour 
so exasperated my father, that he had recourse to 
the most dreadful imprecations ; and, on his hare 
knees, implored that heaven would renoiiuee him, 
if ever he should forget or forgiv'e the harharity of 
his sire. The injuries Avhieh this unhajipy mother 
receive<l from her removal in such eiremnstanees, 
and the want of necessaries av here sin* lodged, to- 
gether with her grief and anxiety of iniiid, soon 
threw her into a languishing disonh'r, which put an 
end to her life. My father, who loved her tenderly, 
was so affected with her death, that he remained six 
Aveeks deprived of his senses *, during which time, 
the j)eoj)lc where he lodged cari-ied the infant to 
the old man, who relented so far, on hearing the 
melancholy story of his daughter-iu-law’s death, 
and the deplorable condition of his son, as to send 
the child to nurse ; and he ordered my father to be 
carried home to his house, where he soon recovered 
the use of his reason. Wliether this hard-hearted 
judge felt any remorse for his cruel treatmeut of his 
son and daughter, or (Avhich is more probable) was 
afraid his character wmuld suffer in the neighlxmr- 
hood, he professed great sorrow for liis eondiiet to 
my father, whose delirium Avas succeeded by a 
profound melancholy and reserve. At length he 
disappeared, and, notwithstanding all imaginable 
inquiry, could not he heard of; a circumstance 
which confirmed most people in the opinion of his 
having made away with himself in a fit of d(*spair. 
IJow I understood the particulars of my birth, Avill 
appear in the course of these memoirs. 


CHAl'^'EH IT. 

I p:rovv up— Am hated by my Relations — Sent to School — 
Neglccledhy my Grandlather— Maltreated liy my Master — 
Seasoned to Adversity -I form Cabals apainst the Peilant 
— Am debarred access to my Grandfather— Hunted by hi» 
Heir— I demolish the Teeth of his Tutor. 

There were not wanting some who suspected my 
uncles of being concerned in my father’s fate, on 
the supposition that they would all share in the 


patrimony destined for him ; and this conjecture 
AviLS strengthened by refleotiug, that, in all his ca- 
lamilies, tliey iu*A*er discoA'ered the least iiiclinatiou 
to serve him ; hut, on the contrary, by all the arti- 
fices in their })Ower, fed his father’s resentment, 
and supported his resolution of leaving him to 
misery and want. Hut people of judgment treated 
this situation as an idle chimera ; because, liad 
my relations been so wicked as to consult their 
interest by committing siieli an atrocious crime, 
the fate of my father Avould Iuiac extended to me 
loo, whose life Avas another obstacle to their ex- 
pectation. MeuTiAvhili*, 1 grew ajuice ; and as 1 
stroiigl3' resembled my father, who wuis the darling 
of the tenants, 1 Avanted nothing Avhicli their indi- 
gent cireumstances could afford : but their favour 
w'as a weak resource against the jealous enmity of 
my cousins; A\ho, the more my infancy promised. 
conceiATd the more implacable hatred against me ; 
and, before I was six }ears of age, had so effeetnally 
blockaded my grandfather, that I never saw liim 
hut by stealth ; wlieu I sometimes made up to liis 
chair, as he sal to view his labourers in the field : 
wii which occasions, he would stro.ke m v head, hid 
me be a goo<l boy, and jiromise to take can of me. 

I was soon after sent to school at a village hard h}, 
of which he had lieeri dictator time out of mind ; 
hut as he.iH'ither paid for my board, nor siipjilied 
me with ehmies, books, and other necessaries J re- 
quired, my condition v^as very raggi'd and eon- 
temptiide; ami the schoolmaster, v\ ho, through fear 
of my grandfather, taught mo qraiis, gave fiimself 
no eone(*rn about the progress 1 made under Ins 
instruction, lii spite of all these difliculties and 
disgraces, 1 became a good jirofieient in tlie Latin 
tongue; and as soon as 1 could write tolerablv, 
pestered m\ grandfather Aiith letters to sii<‘h a de- 
gree, that he sent for mv master, and chid him 
severelv for bestowing such pains on my education, 
telling him, that if cai't* I slioiild be brought to the 
gallows for forgery, which he had taught nu* to 
commit, my blood would lie on liishead. 'J'he }>(•- 
dant, Avho dreaded nothing more than the disjilen- 
sure of his jiatron, assured his honour, that the 
boy's ability was more owing to his own genius and 
application, tliaii to any instruction or eneourage- 
meiit he received ; that, altliough he could not di- 
ATst him of the knowledge lie had already imhihed, 
unless lie would empower him to disable his fingei s, 
lie should endeavour, with (iod’s help, to jirevi nt 
his future improvement. And, indeeil, he imiu - 
tually performed what he had undertaken ; for, on 
pretence that I had writ impertinent letters to mv" 
grandfather, he caused a hoard to he made wutli fivi’ 
holes in it, llirough which he thrust tlie fingers and 
thumb of my right hand, and fastened it with whip- 
cord to my wrist, in such a manner as effectually 
debarred me the use of my pen. Hut this restraint 
I was freed from in a few daj^s, by an aecidtnt 
W'hieli happened in a quarrel between im* and 
another hoy, who, taking upon him to insult my 
poverty, 1 was so ineeiisi'd at his ungenerous re- 
proach, that, with one stroke of my machine, 1 cut 
him to the skull, to the gn at terror of myself and 
school-fellows, who left him ]>Ie(‘ding on the ground, 
and ran to inform the master of what had hajipened. 

I was so severely punished for this trespass, that, 
were I to live to the age of Methusalem, the im- 
pression it made on me would not he effaced ; no 
more than the antipathy and horror 1 conceived 
for the merciless tyrant who inflicted it. The con- 1 
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tempt which my appearance naturally jiroduced in 
all who saw me, the continual wants to which I was 
exposed, and my own haughty disposition, impa- 
tient ol‘ aflronts, involved me in a tliousand trouhle- 
soine advenlures, hy which 1 was at length inured 
' to adversity, and emholdeiu'd to undertakings far 
above my jeiirs. 1 was often inhumanly scourged 
for crimes I did not commit ; hecause, liaving the 
eliaraeter of a Migabond in the village, every 
j)ieee of mischief, whose author lay uiikniiwn, w’as 
charged upon me. 1 have been found guilt) of 
robbing orchards I never entered, of killing eats J 
never hurtl'd, of stealing gingerbread I never 
toiielu'd, and of abusing old women I never saw'. 
Nay, a stammering car]K‘nter had elo<[iienee enough 
to ])ersuade my niasti'i* that I tired a pistol, loaded 
with small shot, into his w indow ; though my land- 
^adl and the whole family bore witness, that I was 
a-bedfast asleep at the time when this outrage was 
committed. I was once flogged for having iiar- 
rowdy escaped drowning, by the sinking of a ferry 
boat in which I was ])asseng(‘r ; another time for 
haling reeoiered of a bruise oeeasioiu'd by a horse 
and cart rimiilng oier me ; a tiiird time ibr being 
hit by a baki'v’s dog. In short, whether 1 was guilty 
or unfortunate, llie eorreetion and sympathy of tliis 
arbitral*} ])edagogne were the same. Far from 
being sublim'd by tliis infernal usage, my indigna- 
tion tnnmplied over that slavish awe wliieh had 
hitlierto eiiforeed ni} obedieiiee ; and the more my 
years and knowledgi' iiieii'ased, the more I per- 
ceived the injustice and barbarity of his behaviour. 
Jlv the help of an iineonimon gi'imis, and the ad- 
vile and direetioii of our uslier, who had served 
my fiilher in his travels, I made ti surprising pro- 
gress ill till' classics, writing, and antlnnetic ; so 
that, before J was twelve vears old, J was allowed 
by every bodv to be the best scholar in the school, 
'riiis ipialitieation, together with a boldness of tein- 
JKT, and strength of in, ike. wliieh bad subji'cted 
almost till my eoiitemjioraries, gave me sneh influ- 
ence over them, that 1 began to ibrm ealials against 
niy jiersecntor, and w as in hopes of being able to 
bid him di'tianee in a very short time. Heing at 
the head of :i faetloii consisting of tlmn bojs, 
most of tliem of my own age, I was determined to 
])nt their m(‘t,il to trial, that 1 might know liow far 
they w*en* to be dejiended upon, before I pul niy 
grand seheine in exeeutiim *. with this view, we 
alt.ieked a bodv of stout apprentices, v\ bo bad taken 
|)ossession of a part of the ground allotted to us 
for the sei'ue of our diversions, and who were then 
playing at nine-inns on the s])ot : but 1 bad the 
mortiticatlon to see my adherents routed in an in- 
stant, and a leg of one of them lu’oke in his flight, 
by the bowl, which one of our adversaries liad de- 
tached in pursuit of us. This discomfiture did not 
hinder us from engaging them afterwards in fre- 
quent skirinislu's, vvhieli W'C maintained by throw- 
ing stones at a distance, wherein 1 received many 
wounds, the scars of wdiieh still ri'inain. Our 
enemies were so harassed and iiiterrniited hy these 
alarms, that they at last abandoned tlii'ir conquest, 
and lei't us to the peaoealile enio}inent of our ow'ii 
ritories. It would be endless to enmnerafe the 
exploits W'C perlbrmed in the course of tins con- 
' federaey, wliieh became the terror of the whole 
village; insimiueh, that w’heii ditferent interests 
ivided it, on<* of the parties eommoiily courted the 
ssistance of J\oderick Ihmdoin (by which name 1 
jas known), to east the balauce, and keep the 


opposite faction in awe. Meanwhile, 1 took the ad- 
vantage of every play-day to present myself before 
my grandfather, to whom 1 seldom found accevSS, 
hy reason of his being closely besiegi'd by a nu- 
merous family f)f bis female grandeliildreti, wlio, 
though they iierpetually ipiarrellcd among them- 
selves, never failed to join against me, as the eom- 
inon enemy of all. llis heir, w'ho was about the 
age of eighteen, minded nothing but fox-hunting, 
and indeed, w'as qualified for nothing else, notwitli- 
standing his grandfather’s indulgence, in entertain- 
ing a tutor for liim at home, w ho at the same time 
performed the office of parish-clerk. Tliis young 
Actaron, who inlierited his grandfather’s antipathy 
to every thing in distress, never set eyes on me, 
without uncoupling his beagles, and hunting me 
into smie cottage or other, w hither 1 generally fled 
for shelter. In this Christian amusement, he w'as 
encouraged hy his preceptor, wlio, no doubt, took 
such opportunities to ingratiate himself with the 
rising sun, observing that the old gentleman, ac- 
cording to tlie course of nature, had not long to 
live, for lie was alri'udy on the verge of fourscore. 
'I’he behaviour of this rascally sycophant incensed 
me so mneh. that one day, v hen 1 wais beleaguered 
by him and his hounds in a fanner’s house, w'hi're 
I had found protection, I took aim at him (lieiiig 
an excellent marksman) w'ith a largo pebble, which 
struck out four of his lore-teeth, and effectually in- 
capacitated him for doing the office of a clerk. 


niAPTER ITI. 

Ml Mother’s brother .u rives — Rclieies mo — A Description 
ol him— lie goes ahaig with me to the House of my Urand- 
lathci — Is eiieounfeied by liis Dogs — Detents them, after 
a bloody Kngagemeut — Is admitted to tlie old Gentleman — 
A Dialogue between them. 

About this time, my mother’s only brother, who 
had Ix'en long abroad, lieutenant of a man of war, 
arrived in liis v>vvn eonntry ; where, being informed 
iff my einiilition, he came to see me, and, out of 
Ins slender hnanees, not only siijiplied me with 
what iiecessniies I wanted lor the present, hut re- 
solved not to leave the country until he liad pre- 
vailed on inv grandlatlur to settle something hand- 
.soine on me for the future. This was a task to 
which he was h\ no means equal, heing entirely 
ignorant, not only of the judge’s disposition, hut 
also unaeipuiinted w'ilh the wavs of men in gene- 
ral, to which his education on hoard liad kejtt him 
an utter stranger. He was a strong built man, 
somewhat hand} -legged, with a iieek like that of 
ahull, and a lace which, you might easily perceive, 
had withstood the most obstinate assaults of tlie 
weather, liis dress consistv'd of a soldier’s coat, 
altered for him l>v the ship's tailor, a striped flannel 
jacket, a pair of red breeches, japanned w'llh jiitch, 
clean grey w'orsted stockings, large silver hnekles, 
that covered three-fourths of his shoes, a siher- 
laeed hat, w hose crown overlooKcd the brims about 
an inch and a half, a black hob w ig in buckle, a 
check shirt, a silk handkerebief, an hanger with a 
brass handle, girded to liis thigh by a tanuslicd 
laced belt, and a good oak plant under his arm. 
'rims equippi'd, he set out with me (wlio, by his 
bounty, made a very decent appearance,) for mv 
grandfather’s house, wlierc we were sainted hy 
Jowler and Oesar, wliom my cousin, }oung mas- 
ter, had let loose at our approach. Being wefl 
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acquainted with the inveteracy of these curs, I was 
about to betake myself to my heels, when my uncle 
seized me with one hand, brandished his cudgel 
with the other, and at one blow laid C^aesar sprawl- 
ing on the ground ; but finding himself attacked 
at the same time in the rear by .Jowler, and fearing 
Cffisar might recover, he drew his hanger, wheel- 
ed about, and, by a lucky stroke, severed Jowler’s 
head from his body. By this time, tiie young fox- 
hunter and three servants, aniied with pitch-forks 
and flails, were come to the assistance of the dogs, 
whom they foimd breathless upon the field ; and 
my cousin was so provoked at the death of his 
favourites, that he ordered his attendants to ad- 
vance and take vengeance on their executioner, 
whom he loaded with all the curses and reproaches 
his anger could suggest. Upon which my uncle 
stepped forward w ith an undaunted air, at the sight 
of whose bloody weajion his antagonists fell back 
with precipitation, when he accosted their leader 
thus : “ Lookec, brother, your dogs have boarded 
me without provocation ; what 1 did was in my 
own defence. So you had best be civil, and let us 
shoot ahead clear of you.” AVhether the young 
squire misinterpreted niy uncle’s desire of peace, 
or w\'is enraged at the fate of his hounds beyoiul 
liis usual pitch of resolution, I know not ; but he 
snatched a flail from one of his followers, and came 
uj) with a show of assaulting the lieutenant, w ho, 
putting himself in a posture of defence, proceeded 
thus ; “ Lookee, } on lubberly son of a w— e, if you 
come athwart me, ’ware your gingerbread work ; 

I’ll be foul of your quarter, d n me.” This 

declaration, followed by a flourish of liis hanger, 
seemed to check the j)rogress of the young gentle- 
man’s choler, who, looking behind him, perceived 
his attendants had slunk into the house, shut the 
gate, and left him to decide the contention by him- 
gelf. Here a parley ensued, which was introduced 

by my cousin’s asking, “ Who the d 1 are you? 

What do 3 "ou want? — Some scoundrel of a seaman, 
I suppose, who has descried, and turned thi(*f. But 
don’t think you shall escape, sirrah ; I’ll have you 
hanged, jou dog, 1 will ; your blood shall pay for 
that of my two hounds, you ragamuffin. 1 wouhl 
not have parted with them to save your wdiole 
generation from the gallows, you ruffian, you.” 
“None of your jaw, jou swab— none of your jaw^,” 
replied my uncle — “ else 1 "shall trim your laced 

jacket for you 1 shall rub you down with an 

oaken towel, ray boy -I shall.” So saying, he 
sheathed his hanger, and grasjied his cudgel. Mean- 
w’hile, the people of the house being alarmed, one 
of my female cousins opened a window, and asked 
wbat was the matter ? “ 'I’lie matter !” answered 
the lieutenant, “ no great matter, young woman. I 
have business with the old gentleman, and this 
spark, belike, won’t allow me to cfune along-side 
of him, that’s all.” After a few minutes’ pause, we 
were admitted, and conducted to my grandfather’s 
chamber, through a lane of my relations, who 
honoured me with very significant looks, as I pass- 
ed along. When w^e came into the judge’s presence, 
my uncle, after two or three sea- bows, expressed 
himself' in this manner ; “ Your servant— your ser- 
vant. What cheer, father ? — wdiat cheer ? — 1 sup- 
pose you don’t know me— mayhap you don’t. My 
name is Tom Bowling; and this here hoy — you 
look as if you did not know him neither ; ’tis like 
you mayn’t. He’s new rigg’d, i’faith ; his chrth 
don’t shake in the wind so much as it wont to do. 


’Tis my nephew, d’ye see, Roderick Random — 
your own flesh and blood, old gentleman. JJon’t 
lUjg astern, you dog” (pulling im‘ forward). My 
grandfather, who was laid up with the gout, re- 
ceived this relation, after his long absence, with 
that coldness of civility which was peculiar to liim; 
told him he was glad to see liim, and desired liiin 
to sit down. “ Thank ye, lliank ye. Sir, 1 hud as 
lief stand,” said my uncle. “ For my own part, I 
desire nothing of you ; but if you have any con- 
science at all, do something for this poor hoy, w ho 
has been used at a very unchrintiun rate. Un- 
christian, do I call it? I urn sure the Moors in 
Barhary have more humanity than tol(*ave their lit- 
tle ones to w^ant. I would fain know why my sister’s 
son is more neglected than that there fair-weather 
Jack,” (pointing to the young squire, who, w illi the 
rest of my cousins, had follow ed us into the r(»om.) 
“ Is not he as near akin to you as the other? Is 
not he much handsomer and better built than that 
great chucklehead? Come, come— consider, old 
gentleman, you are going in a short time to give 
an account of your evil actions. Remember the 
wrongs you did his father ; and make all the .saris- 
factioii in your power, before it be too late. I’lie 
least thing you eaii do is to settle his father’s por- 
tion on him.” The young ladies, who thought 
themselves too much concerned to contain tliein- 
selves any longer, set up their throats all together 
against my protector, “ Scurvy companion— saucy 
tarpaulin— rude, impertinent fellow — did he think 
to prescribe to grandpapa? His sister’s brat lad 
been too well taken care of; graml])apa was too 
just not to make a difference between an unnatural 
rebellious son, and his dutiful loving children, who 
took his advice in all things” — and such exjires- 
sions, were veiiti'd against him with great violence, 
until the judge at length commanded silence. He 
calmly rebuked my uncle for his unmannerly be- 
haviour, w hich he said he w ould excuse, on aecoiint 
of his education. lie told him he had been \erv 
kind to the boy, wdioin he liad kept to school seven 
or eight years, although he was informed he made 
no progress in bis learning, but was addicted to 
all manner of 'vice; which he rather believed, be- 
cause he himself was witness to a barbarous ])ieee 
of mischief he had committed on the jawsof hisehaji- 
lain. But, however, he w^ould see what the lad w as 
fit for, and bind him apprentice to some lionest 
tradesman or other, provided lie would nu nd his 
manners, and behave for the future as heeaine him. 
Th(* honest tiir, whose pride and indignation boiled 
within him, answ'ered my grandfather, that it A\as 
true he had sent him to school, hut it bad cost him 
nothing ; for he liad never been at one shilling ex- 
pense to furnisli liim with food, raiment, books, or 
other necessaries; so that it was not to be imieli 
wondered at, if tlie boy made .small progress, and 
yet, whoever told him so, was a lying lubberly icis- 
cal, and deserved to be keel-hauled. For though 
he (the lieutenant) did not understand those matters 
himself, he was well infoniied lis how Rory was the 
best scholar of his age in all the country^ ; the truth 
of which he would maintain, by laying a wager of 
his whole half year’s pay on the hoy’s head ; (witli 
these w'ords, he pulled out his purse, and challenged 
the company). “ Neither is he predicted to vice, as 
you affirm, but ratlicr left like a wreck, d’ye see, at 
the mercy of the wind and weather by your neglect, 
old genlleman. As for wliat happened to your 
chaplain, 1 am only sorry that he did not knock 
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out the scoundrel’s brains, instead of bis teeth. By the 
Lord, if ever J come uj) with liim, he had better be in 
Greenland— Dial’s all. Thank you for your courteous 
offer of binding the lad apprentice to a tradesman. 
1 suppose you would make a tailor of him — would 
you ? 1 had rather see him lianged, d’ye see. (3omc 
along, Rory, I perceive how the land lies, my boy; 
, let’s tagk about — i’faith, while J have a shilling, thou 
liihan’t want a tester. B wye, old gentleman, you’re 
bound for the other world, but I believe damnably 
ill provided for the voyage.” 'riius cflided our visit, 
and w^e returned to the village, my uncle muttering 
curses all the way against the old shark and the 
J oung fry that surrounded him. 


CUARTER IV. 

My Grandfathrr makt's his Will — Our second Visit — He dies 
—His Will is read in presence of all his living Descendants 
—The Disappointment of my female Cousins — My Uncle’s 
llehaviour. 

A FEW we(‘ks after our first visit, we wTre informed 
th«t the old judge, at the end of a fit of thoughtful- 
ness whieh lasted three days, had sent for a notary, 
and made his >vlll ; that the distemper had mounted 
from his legs to his stomach, and, being conscious 
of his a])proaching end, lie had desired to see all his 
dcseendunts without exception. In obedience to this 
summons, my uncle set out with me a second time, 
to receive the last iKiiedietion of my grandfather: 
often repeating by the road, “ Ky, ey, we have 
brought up tin* old liulk at last. You shall see. — 
you shall see the effect of my admonition.” Wlien 
we entered liis ehamher, winch was crowded witli 
liis relations, we advanced to the bed-side, where 
w’e found him in ids last agonies, supjioiled by two 
of bis gratiddaagliters, who sat on each side of him, 
sobbing most piteously, and wijiing awny the froth 
and slaver as it gathered on his lips, wliieli they 
frequently kissed with a sliow of great anguish and 
affection. My uncle ajiproaehed him with these 
words: “What! he’s not aweigh? J low fare ye, 
old geiitleniiin Lord have mercy upon y our poor 
sinful soul.” l![)on wliieh the dying man turned 
his languid eyi's towards ns, and J\Ir. Bowling went 
on, “Here’s ]»oor Rory come to see you before you 
die, and receive your lilessing. Wliat, man ! don't 
despair, — yon Iiave been a great sinner, 'tis true, 
what then ? U’here’s a righteous judge above, — a'nt 
there? — He minds me no more tluin a porpoi.se. Ye.s, 
yes, he’s agoing, — the land crabs will luive him, 
I see tliat, — his anchor’s a]K-ak, i’faith.” 'I'his 
homely consolation seandalizi’d the company .so 
much, and especially the parson, wlio probably 
tliouglit lds])n)vinee invaded, that we were obliged 
to retire intotlieother room, where, in a few minutes, 
we were convinced of my graiidlather’s decease, fiy 
a dismal yell uttered by the young ladies in his 
apartment ; whither we immediately hastened, and 
found his lieir, who had retired a little before into 
a closet, under pretence of giving vent to his sorrow, 
asking, with a eounlenanee besluhbcred with tears, 
if his grandpapa was certainly dead? — “Dead!’’ 
fiays my uncle, looking at the body, “ay, ay. I’ll 
w’arrant him as dead as a herring. ( )dds fish ! now 
my dream is out for all the world. 1 thought I 
+ stood iijxm the forecastle, and saw a parcel of carrion 
‘ crows foul of a dead shark that floated alongside, and 

E ie devil perching on our sprit-sail yard, in tin* 
kencss of a him* hear,— wdio, d’ye see, jumped 


overboard upon the carcass, and carried it to the 
bottom in his claws.” “ Out upon thee, reprobate,” 
cries the parson, “out upon thee, blasphemoug 
wretchl— Dost thou think his honour’s soul is in the 
possession of Satan ?” The clamour immediately 
arose, and my poor uncle, being shouldered from 
one comer of the room to the other, was obliged to 
lug out in his own defence, and swear he would 
turn out for no man, till such time as he knew who 
had a title to send him adrift. “Rone of your 
tricks upon travellers,” said he ; “ mayhap old buff 
has left my kinsman here his heir : - if he has, it 
will be the better for his miserable soul. Odds bob ! 
I’d desire no better news. I’d soon make him a 
clear ship, I warrant you.” To avoid any further 
disturbance, one of my grandfather’s executors, who 
was present, assured Mr. Bowling that his nephew 
should have all manner of justice ; that a day should 
be appointed, after the funeral, for examining the 
papers of the deceased, in presence of all his 
relations ; till which time every desk and cabinet 
in the house should remain close sealed ; and that 
he was very welcome to be witness to this ceremony, 
which was immediately performed to his satisfac- 
tion. In the mean time, orders were given to provide 
mouniing for all the relations, in which number 
I was included : but my uncle would not suffer me 
to accept of it, until 1 should be assured whether or 
not I had reason to honour his memory so far. 
During this interval, the conjectures of people, with 
regard to the old gentleman’s will, were various. 
As it was well known he had, besides his landed 
estate, whicli was worth 700/. per annum, six or 
seven thousand ))ounds at intore.st, some imagined, 
that the whole real estate (whieh he had greatly 
improved) would go to the young man whom he 
ahvav.s entertained as his lieir ; and that the money 
would lx* eipially divided between my female cousins 
(five in number) and me. ( Hliers were of opinion, 
that as the rest of his children had been already 
provided for, he would only betpieath tw o or thr(*e 
iiuiidred pounds to each of his gi’andda lighters, 
and leave the bulk of the sum to me, to atone for 
his unnatural usage of my father. At length the 
important hour arrived, and the will was produced 
in the midst of the expectants, whose looks and 
gestures formed a group that would have been very 
entertaining to an unconeerned spectator. But the 
readier can scarce conceive the astoni.shment and 
mortification tliat appeared, when the attorne}’ pro- 
uoinieed aloud, the voung squire sole heir of all liis 
gramlfather’s estate, ]»ersoTial and real. IMv uncle, 
who had listened with great attention, sucking the 
head of his cudgel all the while, accompanied these 
words of tlie attorney with a stare, and ?r//eM\that 
alarmed the whole assenibl 3 \ The elde.st and jiertest 
of iiu female competitors. W’ho had been always 
wry offieious about my grantlfather’s person, in- 
quired w itli a faltering accent, and visage as yellowr 
:is an orange, “ If there were no legacies ?” and was 
au.swered, “None at all.” Upon which she fainted 
away. The rest, whose expectations, perhajis, 
were not so sanguine, supported their disappoint- 
ment w ith more resolution ; though not without 
giving evident marks of indignation, and grief at 
least as genuine as that whieh appeared in them at 
the old gentleman’s death. My conductor, after 
having kieked with liis heel for some time against 
the w ainscot, began : “ So there’s no legacy, friend, 
lia ! — here’s an old suecubus ; — but somebody’s soul 
howls for it, d—ii me!” The parson of the parish. 
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who was one of the executors, and had acted as 
ghostly director to the old man, no sooner lieard 
this exclamation than Ik* cried out, “ Avaunt, un- 
christian Tveiler! avaunt I— wilt thou not allow the 
soul of his honour to rest in ])eace ?” Rut this zea- 
lous pastor did not find himself so warmly seconded, 
as formerly, by the young ladies, who now joined 
my uncle against him, and accused him of having 
acted the part of a busy-body with their grand- 
papa, whose ears he had certainly abused by false 
stories to tlieir prejudice, or else he would not have 
neglected them in such an unnatural manner. The 
5 ’^oung s<piire was much diverted with this seene, 
and wliispered to my uncle, that, if he had not 
murdered his dogs, he would have show'n him 
glorious fun, by hunting a black badger (so he 
termed the clergyman). The surly lieutenant, who 
was not in an humour to relish this amusement, 
replied, “ You and your dogs maybe d- d ; 1 sup- 
pose you’ll find them with your old dad, in the lati- 
tude of hell. Come, Kory — about sliip, my lad, — 
we must steer another course, I think.” — And 
away we went. 


CIIATTEK V. 

The Schoolmaster uses me barbarously— I form a Project of 
Ileveuije, in which I am assisted by my Uncle — I leave the 
Village — Am settled at an University by his generosity. 

On our way hack to the village, my uncle spoke 
not a word "during the sjiaee of a whole hour, but 
whistled, with great vehemence, the tune of “Wh}" 
should we quarrel for riches,” (.Sjc., his \ isage being 
contracted all the while into a most formidable 
frown. At length his pace increased to such a 
degree, that I was left behind a considerahle way. 
Then he waited for me ; and, when 1 was almost up 
with him, called out in a surly tone, “ Rear a hand, 
damme! must I briiig-to every minute for }ou, you 
lazy dog?” Then, laying hold of me liy the ann, 
hauled me along, until his good nature, of which 
he had a great share, and reflection g(*tting the 
better of his passion, he said, “ Come, my ho>, don’t 
be east down,-— the old rascal is lu hell,-- that's 
sonic satisfaction; you shall go to sea with me, my 
lad.“‘A light heart and a thin pair of breeches 
goes through the uorld, brave hoys,’ as the song 
goes, eh !” Though this proposal did not at all suit 
my inclination, 1 was afraid of discovering any 
aversion to it, lest 1 should disoblige the only friend 
I had in the world ; and he was so much a seaman, 
that he never dreamt I could have any objection to 
his design, consequently gave himself no trouble in 
consulting my approbation. Rut this resolution 
was soon dropt, liy the advice of our usher, who 
assured Mr. Rowling, it would he a tliousand pities 
to balk my genius, which would certainly, one day, 
make my fortune on shore, jirovided it received 
due cultivation. Upon which this generous tar de- 
termined, though ho could ill afford it, to give me 
university education; and accordingly settled my 
board and other expenses, at a town Jiot iiiuiiy miles 
distant, famous for its colleges, whither m e repaired 
fn a short time. Rut, before the day of our de- 
parture, the schoolmaster, who no longer had the 
fear of my grandfather before Ids eyes, laid aside 
all decency and restraint, and not only abased me 
in the grossest language his rancour could suggest, 
as a wicked, profligate, dull, beggarly miscreant, 
whom he had taught out of charity ; but also in- 


veighed in the most bitter manner against the me- 
mory of the judge, (who, by the by, liad procured 
that settlement for him,) hinting in jiretty plain 
terms, that the old gentleman’s soul w^as damn’d to 
all eternity, for his injustice in neglecling to pay 
for my learning. This brutal behaviour, added to 
the sufferings I had formerly undergone, made mo 
think it high lime to he revenged id’ this insolent 
pedagogue. I laving consulted my adherents, I found 
them all staunch in their promises to stand by me ; 
and our scheme w'^as tiiis : in the afternoon preced- 
ing the day of my de^iarture for the uiii\ersity, I 
resolved to take the advantage of the usher’s going 
out to make water, Avhieh he regularly did at four 
o'clock, and shut the great door, that he might not 
come to the assistance of his superior. This bi-iiig 
done, the assault w^as to he begun, by my advancing 
to my master, and spitting in his face. I was to be 
seconded by tw o ol’ the strongest hoys in the school, 
who were devoted to me; their business was to 
join me in dragging the tyrant to a himeh, over 
which he was to be laid, and his hare jiosteriors 
heartily flogged w ith liis own birch, w hich we jiro- 
posed to wrest from liim in the struggle ; hut if we 
should find him too many for us all tliive, we were 
to demand the assistance of our competitors, who 
should 1)(* ready to reinforce us, or oppose any thing 
that might he undertaken for the master’s relief. 
One of my princijial assistants was called Jeremy 
(iawky, son and heir of a wealthy gentleman in tin* 
neighbourhood ; and the name of thi* other, Hugh 
Strap, the cadet of a family which had gi\en shoe- 
makers to the village time out of mind. 1 had once 
saved dawk } ’k life, b} plunging into a river, anil 
dragging him on shore, when he was on the jxmit 
of being drowned. J had oft<*n rescued him from 
the clutches of those whom his insiiflerahle arro- 
gance had provoked to a resentment he was not 
able to sustain; and many times saved his rejmta- 
tion and posteriors, by performing his exercises at 
school; so that it is not to he wondered at if he 
had a particular regard for me and iii} interests. 
The attachment of ,Sirap flowed from a voluntary 
disinterested iiiclinalion, whieh had manifested 
itself on many oeeasions on m\ behalf, he having 
once rendered me tlie same service that 1 hail done 
dawky, by saving mv life at the risk of Ins own ; 
and often fathered otiences tliat 1 liad eominitted, 
for w'hieh he sulfered severely, rather than I 
should feel the weight of the punishment I deservi-d. 
Tliese two champions were the more willing to en- 
gage ill this enterprise, because they intended to 
leave the school the n(*x1 day as well as 1, the first 
being ordered by his father to return into the 
country, and the other being bound ujqireiitice to a 
barber, at a inarkel town not far olf. 

In the mean time, my uncle lieing informed of 
my master’s behaviour to me, was enraged at his 
insolence, and vowed revenge so heartily, that I 
could not refrain from telling him the scheme 1 had 
concerted, which he heard with great satisfaction, 
at every sentence squirting out a mouthful of spittle, 
tinctured with tobacco, of wbiefli he constantly chewed 
a large quid. At last, pulling uj) his breeches, lie 
cried, “No, no, z — ds! that won’t do, neither, 
llowsomcvcr, ’tis a bold undertaking, my lad, that 
J must say, i’faith I Rut lookec, lookec, how dost 
propose to get clear off?— won’t the enemy give 
chase, my hoy? ay, ay, that he will, 1 warrant, and 
alarm the whole coast. Ah ! (Jod help thee, more 
sail than ballast, Kory. Let me alone for that— 
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leave the -whole to me— I’ll show him the foretop- 
sail, I will. If so be your shipmates are jolly boys, 
and won’t Hindi, you shall see, you shall see; e^ad, 
ril play him a salt-water triek ; J’ll bririf^ him to 
the ganf^way, and anoint him w itli a cat-o’ nine-tails; 
he shall have a round do/eu doubled, my lad, he 
shall, and be left lashed to his meditations.” 

Avere very proud of our associah*, who im- 
mediately went to work, and jirepared the instru- 
ment of his revengi' w ith fjreat skill and expedition ; 
after which, he ordered onr bap:gage to be packed 
up, and sent otf a day bel’ore onr attem]jt, and p^ot 
horses ready to be mounted, as soon as the affair 
should he over. At length tlu* liour arrived, Avhen 
our auxiliary, seizing: tlie opportunity of the usher’s 
absence, bolted in, secured the door, and imme- 
diately laid hold of the ])edant by his collar, who 
bawled out, “Murder! thieves!” with the \oieeof 
a ytentor. 'riioueli I trembled all over like an 
asjien-leaf, T knew there was no time to he lost, and 
accordingly got up, and summoned our associates to 
my assistance. Strap, w ithout any liesitation, ob(‘yed 
the signal ; and seeing me leap upon the master’s 
haek, ran imnu'diately to one of liis legs, whieh, 
pulling AA ith all his foree, his dreadful adAersary A\as 
hinnhled to tlie ground ; upon which (lawky, a\1io 
had liitlierto remained in his jilaee, under the iu- 
iliienee of an univiTsal tn‘pidation, hastened to the 
scene of action, ami insiilh'd the fallen tyrant AAith 
a loud huzza, in which tlie Avhole school joined. 'I’his 
noise alariued the usher, w ho. finding himself shut 
emh'avoiired, parti} h\ threats, and partly by 
entreaties, to ])roeure admission. ]\ly nnch* hade 
him luiAc a little jiatieiiee, and he A\ould let him m 
preseiitl} ; but, if he pretended to mo\e from that 

place, it should fare worse AMth the son of a b li, 

his siifierior, on Avhoni he intended only to bestoAV 
a litth* wholesome eliastiseinent, for his barbarous 
usage of Uor\ ; “ to A\bieh,” saul he, “ \ou are no 
stranger.” Jly this time we bad drained the erimi- 
nal to a post, to a\ Inch Bowling tied him Avith a rojie 
lie had ju’ovided on purpose, after ha\ing .secured 
his h.iiids, and strijit his haek. In this ludicrous 
jiostiire he stood, (to the no small entertainment of 
the 1 ) 0 } s, w ho crow ded about liim, and sh(»uted aa ith 
great exultation attlie iioAclt} of the siglit,) Aeiitinir 
iiitter inipi’i’eations against the henteiiaut, and re- 
proaching Jiis seliolais AA ith treaeher} and reliellioii, 
Avluii tlie usher AA as admitted, whom ni} uncle ac- 
costed in this manner. “ llarkee, Mr. S}iita\, I 
helicACAoii are an honest man, dy'e see, ami I ha\e 
a respect for } ou ; but, for all that, Ave must, for our 
own securit}, d’ye see, belay }ou for a short time.” 
fVitli tlu’se AAords, lie pulled out some fathoms of 
cord, AA’liieli tlie honest man no sooner saw, tlian he 
prote.sted with great earnestness he aaouUI allow' no 
violence to be ofleri'd to him ; at tlie same time ac- 
cusing me of jierfid} and ingratitude. But BoAvliiig 
r(‘[)resenting that it AAas in vain to resist, and that 
he did not mean to use liiiii AA'ith violence and inde- 
eeiicy, but only to liimler him from raising tlie line 
and cry against us before Ave should be out of their 
power, he alloAved himself to be bound to bis oAvn 
desk, where hi* sat a spectator of the punishment 
iiiHieted on his ]>riiieipal. IVIy uncle liaving up- 
braided this arbitrary Avreteli AA'ith his inliumanify 
tome, told liim that he proposed to giA^e him a little 
disci])line for the good of liis soul, AA’hieh he imme- 
diately put in practice Avitli great A'igour and dex- 
terity. 'riiis smart ajiplication to the pedant's 
i witiiorccl posteriors, gave him such exiiuisite jiain, 


that he roared like a luad bull, danced, cursed, and 
blasphemed, like a frantic bedlamite. When the 
lieutenant tlioiigbt himself sufficiently revenged, he 
took his leave of him in these words ; “ >Joav, friend, 
you’ll remember me the longest day v ou liave to live ; 
1 have given you a lesson that aaUI let you know 
what Hogging is, and teach you to have more sym- 
pathy for tlie future — shout, bo}s, shout.” This 
ceremony aaus no sooner over, than my uncle pro- 
posed tJiey should ipiit the school, and convoy their 
old comrade Bory to a public-house, about a mile 
from the village, Avhere he would treat them all. 
liis offer being joyfully embraei'd, he addressed 
himself to Mr. Syntax, and begged him to accom- 
pany us; l)ut tliis invilatioii lie refused Avitli great 
disdain, telling iny benefactor lie was not the man 
betook him to be. “ Well, -w ell, old surl},” rejilied 
my uncle, shaking his hami, “ thou art an honest fel- 
low' iiotw'ithstariding ; and if ever 1 have the eom- 
inand of a shi]), thou shalt be our schoolmaster, 
i’faith.” So saying, he dismissed tlie boys, and, 
locking the door, left the two preceptors to console 
one another, aa IuIc aac uioA'ed forwards on our jour- 
iK*} , attended by a numerous retinue, whom lie treat- 
ed according to his jiromise. AVe parted Avith many 
tears, and lay that night at an inn on the road, about 
ten miles short of the toAvn Aibere 1 Avas to remain, 
at Avbieh we arrived ni'xt day ; and 1 found 1 had 
no cause to eoniplain of the accommodations pro- 
A'idcd for me, in being boarded at the house of an 
apothecary, Avho had married a distant relation of 
my mother. In a fcAA davs after, my uncle set out 
for bis ship, liaving settled tlie necessary funds for 
my maiutenauce and education. 


rilAPTKR Yl. 

I make j^rcat progress m my Studies— Am eare.ssed by every 
bodA — M\ female (’ou'-ins takeiioiin* of me — I rtjt'ct tbeir 
liiAitaUon ”Tb(j aie im eiised, and conspire auanist me — 
1 am left destitute b> a Misloitum tbal befals m\ Uncle — 
Gawky’s ’J'reachiry - My KeAiiige. 

As I AAas noAV capable of reflection, T began to con- 
sider my piccarious situation ; that I Avas utterly 
abandoned b} those aaIiosc dul} it aaus to protect 
me; and that niv sole depetuleiiee w as on the aene- 
rositv of one man, aa ho was not oiil} exposed by liis 
])rofessiou to eontiimal dangers, Avhieh nuaht one 
day depriAe me of him for i“a er ; hut aKo, no doubt, 
sid>jeet to those Aieissitiides of di.sjiosition which a 
change of fortune usually ereaU"'. or AAhich abetter 
acipiaiutauce with the world might ])Voduee ; for T 
always ascribed his beiiCAolence to the dictates of a 
heart as yet undebaiiclu'd by a eommeree w itli man- 
kind. Alarmed at these eousuleralions, I resolved 
to ajipl} lUAself with great care to ni} studies, and 
enjoy the opportiinit} ni my poAver: this 1 did A\ith 
such .success, that, in tlie space of three }ears, 1 un- 
derstood (Ireek Aery well, aahs ])relt} far advanced 
ill the matheuiatics* and no stranger to moral and 
natural philosophy; logic I made no account of; 
but, aboAc all things, 1 a allied ni} self on my taste 
in the IhUvs LvUns, and a talent for poetry, -w hich 
bad alread} ])rodueed some pieces that met aaIiIi a 
Aery favourable reception. These (]ualifieati<)ns, 
added to a good face ;iud shape, acquired the esteem 
and acquaintance of the mo.st considerable people in 
town ; and I had the satisfaction to Hnd myself in 
some degree of favour Avith the ladies — an intoxi- 
cating piece of good Ibniine to one of iny amorous 
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complexion ! “-which I obtained, or, at least, pre- 
served, by gratifying their propensity to scandal in 
lampooning their rivals. Two of my female cousins 
lived in Ibis place with their mother, since the death 
of their father, who left his whole fortune equally 
divided between them ; so that, if they were not the 
most beautiful, tliey were at least the richest toasts 
in town, and received daily the addresses of all the 
beaux and cavaliers of the country. Altliough 1 
had hitherto been looked upon by tliem w ith the 
most supercilious contempt, my character now at- 
tracted their notice so much, that 1 was given to 
understand 1 might be honoured w ith their acquaint- 
ance, if I i)lease(L The reader will easily perceive 
that this condescension either flowed from the hope 
of making my poetical capacity subservient to their 
malice, or, at least, of screening themselves from the 
lash of my resentment, which the\ had eftectually 
provoked. 1 enjoyed this triumph with great satis- 
faction ; and not only rejected their i>fler w ith dis- 
dain, but, in all my performances, w hether satire or 
panegyric, industriously avoided mentioning their 
names, even while 1 celebrated those of their inti- 
mates. This neglect mortified their pride excee<l- 
ingly, and incensed them to such a degree, that th(‘y 
were resolved to make me repent of my indilference. 
The first stroke of their revenge consisted in their 
hiring a poor collegian to write verses against me, 
the subject of which w as my owm poverty, and the 
catastrophe of my unhai>py jiarents. lint, besides 
the badness of the composition, (of wdiich they them- 
selves were ashamed,) they did not find their account 
in endeavouring to reproach me wdth those misfor- 
tunes which they and their relations had brought 
upon me, and which, conse<|uentl> , reflected much 
more dishonour on themselves tliau on me, w ho was 
the innocent tictim of their barharitv and avarice. 
Finding this jilan miscarry, they found means to 
irritate a young gentleman against me, by telling 
him 1 had lampooned his mistress ; and so effec- 
tually succeeded in the quality of incendiaries, that 
this enraged lover determined to seize *me next 
night, as L returned to my lodgings from a friend’s 
house that I freipiented. With this \ iew% he waited 
in the street, attended by tw'o of his coiujianioiis, to 
whom he had imparted his design, of carrying me 
down to tlie river, in wdiich he proposed to have me 
heartily ducked, notwdthstauding the severity of the 
weather, it being then about the middle of Decem- 
ber. Rut this stratagem did not succeeil ; for, being 
appri^ of their ambush, I got home another way, 
and, the help of my landlord’s apprentice, dis- 
charged a volley from the garret window', which 
did groat execution upon them ; and, next day, oc- 
casioned so much mirth at their expense, that they 
found themselves under a necessity of leaving the 
town, until the adventure should he entirely forgot- 
ten. My cousins, thongli tw'ice baffled in their ex- 
pectation, did not, liowever, desist from persecuting 
me, who had now enraged them beyond a possibility 
of. forgiveness, by detecting their malice, and pre- 
venting its effects. Neither should J have found 
them more humane, hud 1 patiently submitted to 
their rancour, and bore, without murmuring, the 
rigour of their iinreasonanle hate ; for 1 have found, 
by experience, that, though small favours may he 
acknowledged, and slight injuries atfined, there is 
no wretch so ungrateful as he whom you liave most 
generously obliged ; and no enemy so implacable as 
those w ho have done you the greatest w rong. ^J’hose 
good-natured creatures, therefore, had recourse to 


a scheme which conspired, with a piece of had news 
I soon after received, to give them all the satisfac- 
tion they desired. This plan was to debauch the 
faith of my companion and confident, wdio betra} ed 
the trust 1 reposed in him, by imparting to tliem 
the particulars of my small amours, which tliey 
published with such exaggerations, that T sufler<*d 
very mueh in the opinion of every bod\, and w as 
utterly discarded by the dear creatures wbost' names 
had been called in question. While 1 was bus> in 
tracing out the author of this treachery, that I might 
not only be revenged on him, but also vindicate my 
character to my friends, T one day ])crc‘eiv('d the 
looks of my landlady much altered vi ben I w cut 
home to dinner, and inquiring into the cause, slu‘ 
screw'od up her mouth, and fixing her eyes on the 
ground, told me her husband had reeiMved a letter 
from Mr. Rowling, with one enclosed for me— she 
was very sorr> for what had luqijieiied, both I'or my 
sake and his own — people should be more cautious 
of their eonduet. She was always afraid his brutal 
behaviour would bring him into some misfortune 
or other. As for her part, she would he very ready 
to befriend me, hut she had a small family of her 
own to maintain, ^'he world would do nothing for 
her if she should come to want — eharit} begins at 
home. She wished I had bceti hound to some sub- 
stantial handicraft, such as a weaver, or a shoemaker, 
rather than loiter away my time in learning foolish 
nonsense that would never bring me in a ])<'nny- 
but some folks are wise, and some are otherwise. 
I was listening to ibis mysterious discourse A^itll 
great amazement, when her husband entered, and, 
without speaking a s^llabli*, put both the letters 
into iny band. I received tliem trembling, and 
read what follows : — 

To Mr. lloorii Potios. 

“ Sir,— T his* is to ht \ou Iviiow that I have quitteit the 
TluinUer man of wai, heint: obhRisI to sheer off, lor killiiij' 
my captain, whicli 1 did lani> on tliehearh at f'ajiC 'i’lheroon, 
in tlie island ot Hispaniola, haMiij; iiecivcd his fire, aiul 
returned it, which went through liis body. And 1 would 
serve the best man so that ever slept hid ween stem and stt rn, 
if so he that he struck me, as Capi.uii Oakum dul 1 am, 
thank (iod, sate anions the French, who are \er} civil, thof 
I don’t understand their linpo , and 1 liope tf) he restond iii 
a little time, for all the great 'Irieiids ami parliaTnentai> in 
terest of the captain, for 1 have sent over to my landlord in 
De.d an account of the whole atl.iir, will) oui hearings and 
distances while we wcie engaged, whereliy 1 have »lesiied him 
to lay it before his Majesl}, who (Ood bless him) will nut 
sutler an honest tar to be wronged. My love to your spouse, 
and am 

“ Your loving friend and servant to command, while 
‘ Thomas IIow i.inu ” 

To Ronriiit k Random. 

“ Dkar Rory,~ Don’t he grieved at my misfortune ; hut 
mind jour hook, my lad. I have got no monej to send von, 
but what of that ( — Mr, Potion will fake tare of you, toi tin* 
love he bears me, ami let you w.mt for nothing, and it shall 
go hard but I will see him one day repaid. No more at 
present, but rests 

“ Your dutiful uncle and servant till dcalli, 
" Thomas Howlim..' 

This letter, which with the other w as dated from 
I’ort J.<ouis in Hispaniola, I had no sooner read, 
than the apothecary, shaking his head, began • “ I 
have a very great regard for ]\Ir. Rowling, that's 
certain, — and could be well content — but times arc 
A'cry hard. There's no such thing as money to he 
got — I believe ’tis all vanished under ground, for 
my part. Resides, 1 have been out of pocket already, 
having entertained you since the beginning of Ibis 
month without receiving a sixpence, — atid God 
knows if ever I shall ; — for I believe it will go hard 
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with yonr uncle. And more than that, I was think- 
inj,^ of giviiif? you warning, for J want your apart- 
ment for a new ’prentice, whom T expect from tlie 
country every hour. 8o J desire you will this week 
provide yourself with anotlicr lodging.” The in- 
dignation which this harangue ins^jired, gave me 
spirits to sui)port my reverse of foi’tune, and to tell 
him, I despised his mean selfish disposition so iiiuch, 
that I would starve rather than he beholden to Iiirn 
for one single meal. Upon which, out of my pocket- 
money, J j)aid him to the last farthing of what J 
owed, and assun-d him 1 would not sleep another 
night under his roof. This said, 1 sallied out in a 
transport of rage and sorrow, without knowing 
wdiithiu* to fly for shelter, having not one friend in 
the world capable of relieving mo, and only three 
shillings in my purse. After giving way for a few 
minutes to the dictates of my rage, 1 w ent and hired 
a small bedroom, at the rate of one .shilling and six- 
penet* per w'oek, w hich I avus oldiged to pay j)er 
advanc<*, bel'ore the landlord would reeeive me. 
Thither I removed my luggage ; and nt‘xt morning 
got iij), with a view of craving the advice and as- 
sistanci' of a person who had on all occasions loaded 
me Avith caresses, and made frequent otic rs of friend- 
shi]), Avhih* 1 Avas under no necessity of accepting 
them. JIc received me A\ith his wonted aflahility, 
and insi.sted on my lu’eakfasting ith him — a faA'our 
Avhieli 1 did not think tit to refuse. Jhit, AAhen I 
commmiieated the occasion of rny vi.sit, he appeared 
so diseoneeiled, that I eoncluded him Avonderfully 
atfeeted Avith the misery of my condition, anil 
looked n])on liim as a man of the most extensive .sym- 
])atli\ and bem'volenee. lie did not leaA'e me long 
under tins mistaki*; for, recoA'ering himself from his 
eonfusioii, he told me, he a\ as grieved at my mis- 
fortmie, and desired to knoAv Avhat had pas.sed 
het\Aeen my landlord ISlr. I'otion and me. AVhere- 
iipoii 1 ri'eounted the conversation ; and wdien 1 
repeated the ansAver I made to his ungenerous 
remonstrance Avitli regard to my leaving his liou.se, 
tins prelendi'd friend afleete(lastare,andrxclaimed, 
“ Is It pos.sihle jou could behave .so ill to the man 
AAho liad treated aou so kindly all along!” Ma 
surprise at lu’arnig thi.s A\as not at all afleeted, 
AUlateA er his might he ; and I gave him to under- 
stand, Avith .some AA'armtli, that J did not imagine he 
A\oiild .so iinreasonahly espou.se the cause of a 
seouiidivl, Avho ought to be expelled from CAcrA' 
social eonmiuiiity, 'I’liis heat ofmiiiegaAe him all 
the advantage he desirial over uie,and ourdiseourse, 
after mueli altercation, concluded in his desiring 
never to see me agiiin in that ])lace ; to AAhich de- 
sire 1 ) ielded my consent, assuring him, that had 1 
been as Aveli acspiaintcd with his principles formerly 
as 1 was HOW, he neviT should have had an oppor- 
tunity ofmakiiig that recpicst;— and thusAvc parted. 

On my return I met my comrade, Sipiirc (iawky, 
Avhom Ids father had scut, some time ago, to town, 
for his improvement in writing, dancing, fencing, 
and other modish (pudifieiitions. As 1 had lived 
with him, since his arrival, on the footing of our 
old intimacy, I made no scrirplo of informing him 
of tin* low ness of my circumstances, and a.sking u 
small supply of money, to answer my present cx- 
]M‘rise ; upon wliicli he pulled out a lumdful of half- 
pence, AA'ith a slnlling or two among them, and 
, Bwore that was all he had to keep his ])ockct till 
next quarter-day, he having lo.st the greatest juirt of 
his allowance the night before at billiards. Though 
j. tills assertion might very well he true, I A\as ex- 


tremely mortified at his indiflcTcncc; for he ncitlier 
expressed any sympatliy for my misliap, nor desire 
of alleviating my distress ; and accordingly I left 
liim without uttering one w'^ord. Ilut, when I after- 
Avards understood tliat lie Avas the person who had 
formerly betrayed me to the malice of my cousins, 
to whom likcAvise he had carried the tidings of my 
forlorn situation, which aflbrd(‘d them great matter 
of triumph and exultation, 1 determined with 
my elf to call liim to a severe account; for wbicli 
purpose I borrowed a sword, and w rote a challenge, 
desiring liim to meet me at a certain time and place, 
that I might liave an opportunity of punishing liis 
piu’fidy, at the expense of his blood, lie accepted 
the invitation ; and J betook myself to the liild, 
though not w ithout feeling considerable repugnance 
to the combat, which freijuently attacked me in cold 
SAveats by the way : hut tlie de.sire of revenge, the 
shame of retracting, and hope of conquest, conspired 
to repel tlic.se unmanly symptoms of fear ; and 1 
appeared on the plain with a good grace. There I 
wait«*d an hour beyond tlie time appointed, and A\a.s 
not ill plea.sed to find he had no mind to meet me ; 
b(‘eause I should have an opjiortunity of exposing 
his cowardice, display ing my oavu ccuirage, and of 
heating liirn soundly wheresoewr I should find him, 
without any dread of the consequence. Elevated 
with the.se suggestions, Avhich entirely banished all 
thoughts of my deplorable condition, 1 went directly 
to OaAvky's lodgings, Avhere 1 Avas informed of his 
precipitate retreat, he having set out for tlie country 
in less than an liour after he liad reeiuATcl m\ billet ; 
and I was vain enough to have tlie whole story 
inserted in the news, although 1 A^as fain to sell a 
gold-laced hat to my landlord, for less than half 
price, to defray the expense, and contribute to my 
subsistence. 


ciiArTER vn. 

I am cntcr!ainc(I by Mr. Crab — A Drsrription of bim — I 
ac(;uirf tbe art of Surjrerj — Consult Crab’s Disjiosilion — 
Jicrumc necessary to him — An Accident happeie— lie ad- 
vises me to launch out into tbe World — .\vsisTs me with 
Money — I set out for London. 

Tm: fiime.s of my resentment being dissipated, a.s 
Atell as the Aanity of my sucee.ss, 1 found m\self 
deserIcMl to all the horrors of extreme Avant, and 
avoided by mankind as a creature of a diflerent 
species, or rather as a solitary being, no wuas 
comprebeuded Avithin tbe scheme or protection of 
IVovidenec. INly despair had rendered me almost 
quite stupifii'd, A\hen 1 was one daj told that a gen- 
tleman desiri'd to see me at a certain iiublie-hoiise, 
Avliither immediatelA 1 repaired, and was introduced 
to one Mr. Lnuncelot Crab, a surgeon in toAvn, who 
wa.s engaged Avith tAvo more in drinking a liquor 
called pop-nu composed by mixing a quartern of 
brandy Avith a cpuirt of small bc'cv. llcfove I relate 
the occasion of this mcss.ige, I believe it Avill not be 
disagreeable to tbe reader if I describe tbe gentle- 
man Avho sent for me, and mention some circum- 
stances of his character and conduct, Avhieh may 
illustrate wdiat follows, and account for his behaviour 
to mi‘. 

This member of the faculty Avas aged fifty, about 
five feet high, and ten round the belly ; bis face Avas 
capacious as a full moon, and much of the oom- 
]>k*xion of a mulberry ; his nose, resembling a 
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powder-horn, was swelled to an enormous size, and 
studded all over with carbuncles ; and his little p’ay 
eyes redeeted the rays in such an ohli(|iie manner, 
that, -while he looked a person full in the face, one 
would have imagined he was admiring tlie buckle 
of his slioe. lie had long entertained an imjdacahle 
resentment against Potion, who, though a young 
practitioner, was better einjiloyed than he, and once 
had the assurance to perform a cure wliereby he 
disappointed and disgraced the prognostic of the 
said C-rab. .Tins tpian-el. w hich w as at one time 
upon the point of being made up by the interposition 
and mediation of fri('nds, had been lately intianu'd 
beyond a pos.sihihty of reconciliation by^ the re- 
spective A^ives of the opponents, A\ho, chancing to 
meet at a christening, disagreed ahont preeedeiiee, 
proce(*dt‘d from iiweetives to blows, and were, with 
great difficulty, hy the gossips, jmwented fnmi con- 
verting tlie occasion of joy into a scene of lamen- 
tation. 

The difTereiiee hetAveeii these rivals was in the 
lieight of rancour, when J reeei\ed the message of 
Crab, wlio received me as chill v as I could ha\e 
expected from one of his disposition ; and. after de- 
siring me to sit, in<|uired into the ])artieulars of my 
leaAung the house of Potion; A\hieh, wlien I had 
related, he said with a malicious grin, “There's a 
sneaking dog! always thought him a fellow' 
witliout a soul, d — ii me! — a canting scoundrel, 
Avlu) has crept into business by his by poerisy, and 
kissing the ;i — se of every body,” “Aye, aye," 
says another, “one might see Avith half an eye that 
the rascal has no honesty in him, by his going so 
regularly to ehureh.” This sentence Avas confirmed 
by a third, avIio a>sured his eonifianious, that Totion 
was never knoAvn to he disguised in lujuor luit 
once, at a nu'eting of the godly, where he had dis- 
tinguished himself by an cjtctnjxtrr prayer an hour 
long. After this jnvainhle, Cnibh athlressed him- 
self to me in these words : “ Well, my lad, I ha\e 
heard a good eluiraeter of you, and Pll do for you. 
You may send your things to iny house Avhen you 
ple.ase. 1 have given orders for your reception. 
Zounds! what does the booliy stare at? -If you 
have no mind to embrace my courteous offer, you 
may let it alone, and he d — d." I an''Were<l, with 
a submissiAc ho’,v, that I was far from rejeeting 
his friendly otter, Avhielil Avoukl imnu'diately accept, 
as soon as he should inform me on what footing 
I w'as to he entertained. “ What footing ! d n my 
blood,” cried he; “d’ye expect to have a footman 
and a eoiijde of horses kept I’or yon ?" “ No, sir," 

1 replied, “ my expectations are not ipiite so san- 
guine. 'i'hat I may be as little hurdeiisome as pos- 
sible, 1 Avould Avillingly seiwe in yoiir slioj), by 
which means I may save you the expense o' a 
journeyman, or porter at l(*ast, for 1 under.staiid a 
little pharmacy, having employed some of my leisure 
hours in the jiraetiee of tliat art wliile I lived AAith 
Mr. Potion : neither am I altogether ignorant of 
surgery^ which I have studied Avith great jileasiire 
and application.” “Oho! you did?” says Crab. 
“Gentlemen, here is a comjilete artist !— Studied 
surgery ! what ? in books, 1 suppose. 1 shall have 
you disputing with me one of these days on jioints 
of my profession. You can already account for 
muscular motion, I warrant, and explain the mys- 
tery of the brain and nerves ha? You arc too 
learned for me, d — n me. Put let’s hear no more 
of this stuff (’an you I deed and give a clyster, 
spread a plaster, and prepare a potion ?” Vjion my 


answering in the afiirmative he shook his head, 
telling me lie hidieved lie should have little good of 
me, for all my promises; hut, Iioavca er, he A\oiild 
take me in for tlie sake of charity. 1 w as accord- 
ingly that A'cry night admitted to his house, and had 
an apartment assigned to me in the gariid, which I 
Avas fain to put up A\ith, notwithstanding the inorti- 
iieatioii my ])ri(le siittered in this change of cireuin- 
stances. J w as soon coiiAinced of the real inotiAcs 
Aihieh indneed C'rah to receive me in this manner; 
for, besides the gratification of Ids revenge, by i^x- 
jMising the .selfisliness of his antagonist in o])])ositioii 
to his oAAii generosity, which was all att’eetation. In* 
had occasion lor a young man who iinderslood 
.soiuethiiig of the ])roression, to till up tin* place of 
his eldest ajiprentiee, lately dead, not williout \iolent 
snspieioii of foul play from his master’s brutality. 
The kiiOAvledge of this eirenmstanee, togellier with 
his daily behaviour to Ids a\ ife and tlie young a])- 
! prentice, did not at all eontrlhute to jny (‘ujoying 
Illy ncAv situation Avith ease ; howawer, as 1 did n(»t 
pereeiA'e lunv 1 could bestow my .self to belter ad- 
\antage, 1 resohed to study ( 'rail’s tem]K*r A\ith all 
the a])|)lieati()n, and manage it with all the addn-ss. 
in my power. And it was not long lu'fdre J foiiiid 
out a strung!* jH'eulianty ofhnnioiir, which governed 
his behaviour towards all his dependents. 1 ob- 
served, Avhen he A\as pleased, lu* was such a niggard 
of his satisfaction, that, if his Avife or serMuits be- 
trayed the least symptom of jiartieijiation, he was 
offended to an insujiportahle degree of eholer and 
fury, the etfeets of w hieh they seldom failed to feel. 
And, A\lieii liis iiHlignation was roused, Mihinis.sinii 
and sootliing always exasperated it beyond the 
hounds of reason and liumaiiitv. J theretbre juir- 
sued a contrary ]>lan : and one da v, a\ hen he ho- 
noured me Avith the names of ignorant A\help, and 
lazy ragamiilfin, I boldly rcjilied, “1 was neither 
Ignorant nor lazy, since J both understood and per- 
formed my hiismess as A\ell as he could do for his 
soul: neither was it just to call me ragamuffin, lor 
I liad a whole coat on my back, and was descended 
from a better lamily than any lie could boast an 
alliance with." lie ga\e tokens of great amaze- 
ment at tills assiiraiu'c of mine, and sho(»k his cane 
oA'cr my' Jiead, regarding me all the time with a 
eountenanee truly diaholieal. Although J aaus ter- 
ribly starth'd at his menacing looks and posture, J 
yet had retleetion <*nough left to eoininee me I had 
gone too far to retract, and that tins was tlie erilieal 
minute A^hieh must decide my' future lot in his ser- 
vice ; I therefore snatched up the jiesth' of a mortar, 
and swon>, if he ottered to strike me Avithont a 
cause, 1 should see w hether his skull or mv A\ea])oii 
A^ as hardest. Ih-eoiitinned silent for some time, 
and at last hroki* forth into tlu'se ejaenlations : 

“ 'J'liis is line usage from a servant to a master,— 

very fine! — d tion ! - hut no matter, you shall 

pay for this, you dog, you shall. J’ll do your busi- 
ness — ye.s, yes. I’ll teach you to lift your hand 
agaimst me.” So saying, lu* retired, and l(‘ft me 
under dreadful aj)|)rehensioiis, whieli vanished en- 
tirely at our next meeting, Avheu he behaved with 
unusual eoniplaeeiicy, and treated me w ith a glass 
of punch after dinner. Py this conduct I got the 
ascendancy over him iti a short time, and heeaim* 
so neces.sary to him, in managing his business a\ bile 
he was engaged at tlie bottle, that fortune began to 
wear a kinder aspect ; and 1 consoled myself for 
the disregard of my former acfiuaintauec with the 
knowledge 1 daily imbibed, hy a close application 
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to tlio duties of my employment, in which I suc- 
eeedi'd l)eyoml my own expectati(uj. T was on very 
pood terms witli my masters 'wife, whose esteem 1 
i.iC(iiiired and cultivated, by rt‘presentinp Mrs. J*otion 
in the most ridiculous liphts m> satirical talents 
could invent, as well us bv rendering her some 
ehristian ollices when she had ])een too familiar 
with the dram bottle, to wJiicli slie had often- 
times recourse for consolation under the affliction 
she sutfered from her barbarous husband. In this 
maimev I lived, without hearing the least tidinps of 
my imele, for the space ol'two years, during whicli 
ilm(‘ 1 kepi little or no company, being neither in a 
humour to relisli, nor in a capacity to maintain 
much acquaintance: for tlic Ahahal, my inastiT, 
allowed me no wag(‘s ; and the small jierijuisites of 
my station scarce supplied me with the common 
necessaries of life. J was no lousier a jiert unthink- 
ing coxcomb, giddy with jiopular applause, and 
elevated with the (‘xtravaganee of Jiope ; my mis- 
fortunes had taught me how^ little the caresses of 
tile v\orl(l, during a man’s jmisperity, are to he 
valued l>y lilm ; ami how seriously and expeditiously^ 
he ought to set about making himself independent 
of tliem. My present ap[)earane(‘, therefore, was 
the least of my care, wliieli w’as w holly engrossed 
ill laying ii]) a stock of instruction that might .secure 
me against the caprice of fortune for the future. I 
became such a sloven, and eoiitraeted such an air 
of austerity, that (‘very body pronounced me erest- 
falh'ti; and (Jawky returned to town, witliont run- 
"ning any risk from my resentment, wliieh was by 
Ibis tim(‘ prt'tty much cooled, and restrained by 
ju’ndential reasons so eifectu.illy, that I lU'ver so 
miieli as thonghi of obtaining satisfaction for the 
injuries he had done me. Wlu'ii J deemed myself 
.sulticiently master of my business, I began to east 
:ih()iit ibr :m ojiportiinity of Jaunehing into the 
world, in hopi* o1' tinding some provision that might 
make amends for the diliiciilties I liad imdergone : 
blit, as this could not he etfected without a small 
sum of money to e(pn]i me for the held, J was in the 
utmost perplexity how to ixiise it, v( ell knowing that 
Crab, for his own sake, w’oiild neva-r jmt me in a 
condition to leave him, w lien his interest was so 
much concerned in my stay\ lint a small acci- 
dent w'hich hajipened alxmt this time determined 
him in my favour. This was no otlier than tlie 
pregnancy of his maid-servant, wdio declared lier 
situation to mi% assuring im\ at the same time, that 
I was the occasion of it. Although 1 had no iva- 
son to (piestiou the truth of this imputation, T was 
not ignorant of the familiarities which had passed 
between her master and lier ; taking tlie advantage 
of which 1 represented to her the folly of laying 
tin' burden at iny door, when she might dispose of 
it to imieh better purjiose with IMr. (h*ab. She 
listened to my advice, and next day acquainted him 
with the pretended sueeess of tlieir mutual endea- 
vours. Ill* was far from living overjoyed at this 
proof of his vigour, which he foresaw might have 
very troul>U‘somi‘ consequences; not that lu* dreaded 
any domestic grumblings and rcproaclics from his 
wdfc, whom he kiqit in perfect subjection; but be- 
cause lie knew it would furnish liis rival Totion 
with a handle for insulting and undermining his 
reputation ; there bi'ing no scandal equal to that of 
uriclcanness in the opinion of those w ho inhabit the 
part of the island whore he lived, lie, therefore, 
took a resolution worthy of himself; which was, to 
persuade the girl tha<^ she was not with child, hut 


only afflicted with a disorder incident to young 
women, which he would easily remove. With this 
view, as he pretended, lie prescribed for her such 
medicines as he thought would infallibly procure 
abortion; hut in this scheme he was disapfiointed ; 
for the maid, being advertised by me of his design, 
and at the same time well acipiainted with her own 
condition, absolutely refused to follow^ liis direc- 
tions; and threatened to publish her situation to 
the world, if he would not immediately take some 
method of jiroviding for the imjiortant oeeashm, 
which she exjiected in a few months. It was not 
long before J guessed tin* result of his deliberation, 
by his addressing hiniscdf to me, one day, in tliis 
manner: ‘*1 am surjirised that a young fellow like 
you discovers no ini'lination to push liis fortune in 
the world. Jlefore J was of your age T was broiling 
on the coast of (riiinoa. — 1) — me! what’s to hinder 
y ou from profiting by the war wliieh will certainly 
he declared in a short time against Sjiain? You 
may easily' get on hoard of a king'.s ship in (piality 
of a .siirmmn’s mate; where yam will certainly see 
a great deal of ]jraetice, and stand a good chance 
of getting prize-money.” 1 laid hold of this decla- 
ration, which 1 had long vdslied for, and assured 
him I vvould follow his advice with pleasure, if it 
was in mv' power ; hut that it v\as impossible for 
me to embrace an opportmity of that kind, as 1 had 
no friend to advance a little money to supply me 
witli what ntH'essaries 1 should want, and defray 
the expenses of my journey to Ijondon. lie told 
me tliat lew necessaries were required ; and as for 
the expense of my journey, he would lend me 
money sUtfieient not oni v for lh.it jmrpose, but also 
to maintain nn* eonifortahlv in London until I 
should procure a w arrant for my pro\ isioii on board 
of soim* ship. I gave him a thousand thanks for 
his ohligiiig offer (altliongh J was very well ap- 
prised of his inotivi', which was no other than a 
design to lay the bastard l(' my charge after my 
departure), and accordingly st‘t out in a few v\eeks 
for LonUon, my v^hole fortune consisting (ff one 
Slut of clothes, half a dozen of ruffled shirts, as 
many' jilam, two pair of VMirsted, and a like number 
oi‘ thread stockings, a case of ])oeket instruments, 
a small edition of Horace, Wiseman’s Surgery, and 
ten guineas in cash, for w hieh Oab took my bond, 
bearing five per cent, interest; at the same time 
gave me a letter to the member of parliament for 
onr town, vAbieh, he saKl, would do my business 
effectually'. 


CHAPTETl VTTI. 

1 anoe .nt Ncwc.istle— witli mv old Srliool-fellow Strap 
— We determine td walk to^ielluT to London -Set out on 
our .Tournej — Tut uj) at a solit.uv Ale-house — Are dis- 
tuibed bv .i snauge Ad\L'nture iu the night. 

TiiiutE is no .sueli eoiivenieiiee as a waggon in this 
country, and my finances w(*re too weak to supjiort 
the expense of hiring a horse ; I determined there- 
fore to set out with the carriers, vt ho transport goods 
from one place to another on horseback ; and this 
.sclietne 1 accordingly put iu execution on the first 
day of November 17. ‘ilk sitting upon a pack-saddle 
between two baskets, one of which contained my 
goods in a knapsack, liut, by the time we arrived 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1 was so fatigued with the 
tediousiiess of the carriage, and henunibed with the 
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ooldness of the weather, that I resolved to travel the 
rest of my journey on foot, rather than proceed in 
such a disajj^reeable manner. 

The hostler of the inn at which we put up, imder- 
standinf?; 1 was bound for London, advised me to 
take my passage in a collier, vidiich would be botli 
cheap and exj)editious, and withal much easier than 
to walk upwards of three hundred miles through 
deep roads in the winter time ; a journey which, he 
believed, I had not strength enough to j)erform. T 
was almost ])crsuaded to take his advice, when, one 
day, ste[)ping into a barber’s shop to be shaved, the 
young man, while he lathered my face, accosted me 
thus : “ Sir, 1 presume you are a Scotchman.” 1 
answ ered in the affirmative. “ Pray,” continued he, 

“ from what part of Scotland ?” T no sooner told 

him, than he discovered great emotion, and not con- 
fining liis operation to my chin and upper lip, be- 
smeared my w hole face wnth great agitation. 1 was 
so offended at this profusion, that, starting up, 1 
asked him what the d — 1 he meant by using me so ? 
He begged pardon, telling me his joy at meeting 
with a colintryman had occasioned some confusion 
in him; and craved iny name. Hut when 1 de- 
clared my name was liandom, he exclaimed in a 
rapture, “How! llory Kandom?” The same, 1 re- 
plied, looking at him with astonishment. “What,” 
cried he, “don’t you know your old .schoolfellow, 
Hugh Strap ?” At that instant, recollecting his face, 
I flew into his arms, and in the transport of my 
joy, gave him back one half of the suds he had so 
lavishly bestowed on my coiinteuanee ; so that we 
made a very ludicrous ap]>earance, and furnished a 
great deal of mirth for his master and shoiunates, 
who were w itnesst's of this scene. AVhen our mutual 
caresses were over, T sat down again to be shaved; 
but the poor fellow's nerves were so discomposed 
by this unexpected meeting, that his Jiand could 
scarcely hold the razor, with which, nevertheless, 
he found means to cut me in three places, in as 
many strokes. His master, perceiving his disorder, 
bade another supply his place, and after the opera- 
tion w'as performed, gave Strap leave to pass tlie 
rest of the day with me. We I’etired inmiediatcly 
to my lodgings, where, calling for some beer, 1 de- 
sired to be infonned of his adventures, which con- 
tained nothing more, tlian that his master dying 
before his time was out, he had come to Newcastle 
about a year ago, in expectation of journey-work, 
along with three young fellow s of his acquaintance, 
who w'orked in the keels ; that he had the good for- 
tune of being employed by a very civil master, with 
whom he intended to stay till the spring, at w hich 
time he proposed to go to London, w here he did not 
doubt of finding encouragement. Wlieri 1 commu- 
nicated to him my situation and design, be did not 
approve of my taking a passage by sea, by reason 
of the danger of a winter voyage, wdiich is very 
hazardous along that coast, as well as the j>reca- 
riousness of the wind, which might possibly detain 
me a great while, to the no small detriment of my 
fortune. Whereas, if I would venture by land, he 
would bear me company, carry my baggage all tlie 
way, and, if we should be fatigued before we could 
perform all the journey, it would be no hard matter 
for us to find on the road either returning horses or 
w aggons, of which we might take the advantage for 
a very trifling expense. 1 was so ravished at this 
proposal, that I embraced him affectionately, and as- 
sured him he might command my purse to the last 
farthing: but he gave me to understand, he had 


saved money sufficient to answer his own occasions ; 
and that he had a friend in London, who would 
soon introduce him into business in that cajntal, 
and might possibly have it in liis power to serve 
me also. 

Having concerted the plan and settled our affairs 
that night, wre departed next morning by day-break, 
armed with a good cudgel each (my companion 
being charged with the furniture of us both, cram- 
med into one knapsack), and our money sewed be- 
tween the lining and w'aisthaiid ol’ oiir breeches, 
except some loose silver for oiir inmu'diute expense 
on the road. We travelled all day at a round paei*, 
but, being ignorant of the pro])er stages, WH're be- 
nighted at a good distance Ironi aii> inn, so that we 
were compelled to take up our lodging at a small 
hedge ale-hmise, that stood on a by-road, about half 
a mile from the highway. "I'here wi‘ found a ju'dlar 
of our own country, in who.se C()nij)any we regaled 
our.selves Avith bacon and eggs, and a glass of good 
ale, before a comfortable lire, eoinersing all tlie 
while \ery sociably with the landlord and his 
daughter, an Jude buxom lass, who entertained us 
W'ith great good humour, and in whose atfection 1 
was vain enough to believi* T had made some pro- 
I gress. About eight o'clock, we were all three, at 
our own desire, shown into an apartment, furnished 
with tAvo beds, m one of which Strap and 1 betook 
our.selves to rest, and the ])edlar occupied the other, 
though not before he hud prayed a considerable 
time ej'tcinporc, searched into e\ery corner of the 
room, and lasteiied the door on tl.e inside Avith u 
strong iron screw , Avliieli he curried alH>ut with him 
for that use. J slept a cry sound till midnight, when 
I was disturbed by a violent motion of the bed. 
[which shook under me with a continual tremor. 
Alarmed at this phenomenon, 1 jogged my com- 
panion, AAhom, to my no small amazement, 1 found 
drenched in sA\eat, and quaking through CAcry 
limb; he told me, with a low faltering voice, that 
we were undone ; for there Avas a bloody highway- 
man loaded witli pistols in the next room; then 
bidding me make as littli‘ noise as possible, he di- 
rected me to a small chink in the board j)artiti()n, 
through which I could see a thiek-set brawny fel- 
loAv, with a tierce countenance, sitting at a table a\ itli 
our )oung landlady, having a bottle of ale and a 
brace of jiistols before him. 1 listened with great 
attention, and heard him say in a terrilile tone : 
“D — n that son of a bitch. Smack, the coaeliniaii ; — 
he has served me a fine trick, indeed ! — butd — — tion 
seize me, if I don’t make him nqient it ! I'll t<*acb 
the scoundrel to give intelligence to others, Avhile 
he is under articles Avith me.” ( )iir landlady en- 
deavoured to app(‘ase this exasperated rohher, by 
saying he might be mistaken in Smack, who perhaps 
kept no corresj)onden(*(‘ with the other gentleman 
that robbed his eoaeb ; and that, if an accident had 
disappointed him to-day, lie might soon find ojipor- 
tunity enough to atone for his -ost trouble. “J’ll 
tell thee what, my dear Lett,” replied he, “T never 
had, nor ever will, while iny name is Kifle, have 
such a glorious boot} as I missed to-day.~ Zounds! 
there Avas four hundred pounds in cash to recruit men 
for tlie king’s service, besides the jewels, watches, 
swords, and money belonging to the ])assengers ; — 
had it been my fortune to liave got clear off with so 
much treasure, 1 would have purchased a commis- 
sion in the army, and made you an officer’s ladj, 
you jade, 1 would.” “ Well, well,” cries Hetty, “w e 
must triLst to Trov ideiice for tliat ; — but did you find 
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lottiinfr worth taking?, which escaped the other 
gentleman of the road?” “Not much, faith,” said 
ii(* lover ; “ I /^leaned a few things, such as a pair of 
)ops, silver mounted, (licre they are;) T took them 
oaded from the captain who had the charge of the 
noney, together with a gold watch, which he had 
!oiiceai<*d in his breeches. T likewise found ten 
\)rtugal pieces in the shoes of a Quaker, whom the 
pirit moved to revile me vi ith great bitterness and 
K'votion. But what 1 value myself mostly lor, is 
his here purchase, a gold snuff box, my girl, with 
picturi‘ on the inside of the lid ; which J untied 
ijt of the tail of a pretty lady’s smock.” lh‘re, as 
he de\ il would have it, the ])edlar snored so loud, 
hat th(‘ highwayman, snatching his pistols, started 

.p, crying: “Hell and d tion ! 1 am betrayed ; 

iho's that in the next room?” Mrs. Betty told him, 
e need not he uneasy ; there were only three poor 
wearied travellers, who, missing the road, had taken 
]) their lodging in the house, and were asleep long 
go. “ TravelliTS,” says h(*, “spies, you b — ch ! but 
o matter— ril send them all to hell in an instant.” 
le accordingly ran towards our door; when his 
\v(*etheart interposing, assured him, there was only 
couple ()f poor young Scotchmen, who were too 
aw and ignorant to give him the h'ast cause of 
uspieion ; and the third was a Presbyterian pedlar 
f tlu‘ saTU(‘ nation, who had often i(Klg(*d in the 
oiise before, 'fhis declaration satisfied the thief, 
dm s\M>re lie was glad there wuis a p<*dlar, for he 
r'auted some linen. Then, in a jovial manner, he 
nt aluiiit the glass, mingling his (liscourse to Betty 
djli caresses and familiarities that sjmke him very 
appy in his amours. During that part of theeon- 
ersation w hich reganled us, Strap had crept under 
lie bed, where In* la\ in the agonies of fear ; so tl;at 
t was w'ith great difli(‘ulty I persuaded him our 
anger was oxer, and prevailed on him to w^ake the 
icdlar, and inform him of w hat ho had seen and 
icard. This itinerant mereliant no sooner felt some- 
body shaking him by the shoulder, than he started 
]), calling as loud as he could, “ Tliimes, thieves! 
iord have merej on us!” And Rifle, alarmed at 
liis exclamation, jumped uj), cocked one of his 
istols, and turned towards the door, to kill the first 
lan \Nho should enter; for he verily believed him- 
elf beset ; when his dulcinea, after an immoderate 
It of laughter, persuaded him, that the ])oor pedlar, 
reaming of thieves, had only cried out in liis sleep, 
leanwhilc my comrade had" undeceived our fellow 
)dger, and informed him of his reason for disturb- 
iig him ; upon which, getting up softly, he peeped 
hiMugli tiu* hole, au<l was so terrified with what lie 
aw, that, falling down on liis hare knees, h(‘ put up 
long petition to Heaven, to deliver him from the 
lands of that ruffian, and promist'd never to defraud 
eustomer for the future of the value of a pin's 
K)int, provided he might be rescued from the pre- 
erit danger. Whether or not his dishurdoiiing his 
ouscience afforded him any ease, I know not ; but 
le slipped into bed again, and lay very (juiet until 
he robber and liis mistress were aslceji, and snored 
n concert ; then, rising softly, he untied a rope that 
«^as round his pack, which making fast to one end 
»f it, he opened the window with as little noise as 
•ossihle, and lowered his goods into the yard with 
freat dexterity ; then he moved gently to our lied- 
ide, and hade us farew'ell, telling us, that, as w'e ran 
u> risk, we iniglit take our rest with great confi- 
lence, and in the morning assure the landlord that 
je knew nothing of his escape ; and lastly, shaking 


us by the hands, and wishing us all manner of auc* 
cess, he let himself droj) from the window without 
any danger, for the ground was not above a yard 
from his feet as he hung on the outside. Although 
T did not think proper to accompany him in his 
flight, 1 was not at all free from apprehension, w hen 
I reflected on what might he the effect of the high- 
wayman’s disappointment, as lie certainly ini ended 
to make free w ith the pedlar’s ware. Neither was 
my companion at more case in his mind ; hut, on 
the contrary, so possessed with tlie dreadful idea 
Rifle, tliat lie solicited me strongly to follow oiir 
countryman’s exaniiih*, and so elude the fatal re- 
sentment of that terrible adventurer, who would 
eertaini}’ wreak his vengeance on us, as accomplices 
of the jM’dlar’s elopement. But I represented to him 
flic danger of giving Ififle cause to think we knew 
liis jirofession, and suggested, that, if ever he should 
meet us again on the road, he Avonld look upon ns 
as dangerous acipiaintanee, and find it his interest 
to put us out of the way. 1 told him withal my 
eonfidenee in Betty's good nature, in which he ae- 
<piieseed; and, during the remaining part of the 
night, we concerted a proper method of heliaviour, 
to render us unsusjiected in the morning. 

It was no sooner day, than Belt}, entering o^ 
chamber, and perceiving our NAindow ojien, cried 
out: “ ( his hol)s! sure you Scolehmen must havo 
hot constitutions to lie all night with the w indow 
open, in such cold weather.” 1 feigned to start 
out of sleep, and w ithdrawing the curtain, called, 
“What's the matter?” M'lien she showed me, I 
affected surprise, and said, “ Bless me! the window 
was shut when we went to bed.” “ I’ll he hanged,” 
said she, “ if Sawney Waddle the pedlar has not 
got iij) ill a dream and done it, for I heard him very 
ohstropulous in his sleep. — Sure I jiut a ehamher- 
pot under liis bed.” With tliese words she ad- 
vanced to the bed in which he lay, and finding 
the slieets cold, exclaimed, “ CJood laek-a-dais) ! the 
rogue IS fled !” “ Fled !” cried l,w ith feigned aiiiaze- 
ineiit, “God forbid! — Sure he has not robbed us.” 
Tlien springing up, I laid hold of my hieeclies, 
and emjitied all my loose money into my hand ; 
which having reckoned, 1 said, ” Heaven he praised, 
our money is all safe : — Stra]), look to the knap- 
sack.” lie did so, and found all w'as right. Tpon 
AAliieh w'o asked, with seeming concern, if he 
had stole nothing belonging to the house? “No, 
no,” replied she, “ lie has stole nothing hut his 
reckoning;'' which, it seems, this pious pedlar had 
forgot to discharge, in the midst of his devotion. 
Betty, after a inomenrs pause, withdrew ; and im- 
mediately we could hear her waken Jiifle, who no 
sooner heard of Waddle’s flight, than he jumped 
out of bed, and dressed, venting a thousand exe- 
crations, and vowing to murder the pt'dlar, if ever 
he should set eyes on him again : “ For,” said he, 
“ the scoundrel has by this time raised the hue and 
cry against me.” Having dressed himself in a 
hurry, lie mounted his horse, and for that tmie rid 
us of his company, and a thousand fears that were 
the consequence of it. While w e were at break- 
fast, Betty endeavoured, by all tlie cunning she was 
mistress of, to learn whether or no we suspected our 
fellow-lodger, w horn we saw take horse ; hut as we 
were on our guard, we answered her sly questions 
with a simplicity she could not distrust ; w hen, all 
of a sudden, we heard the trampling of a horse's 
feet at the door. This noise aianiied Strap sc 
mucli, whose imagination was wholly engrossed by 
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the image of Eifle, that, with a countenance as pale 
as milk, he cried, “ O Lord ! there's the liigh way- 
man returned !” Our landlady, staring at these 
words, said, “ What highwayman, young man ? — 
Do you think any highwaymen harbour here?” 
Though I was very muCli disconcerted at this piece 
of indiscretion in Strap, I had presence of mind 
enough to tell her, we liad met a horseman the day 
before, whom Strap had foolishly supposed to he a 
highwayman, because he ro<le with pistols ; and 
that he had been terrified at the sound of a horse’s 
feet ever since. She forced a smile at the ignorance 
and timidity of my comrade ; but I could jicrceive 
(not without great concern) that this account was 
not at all satisfactory to her. 


CHAPTER IX. 

We proceed on our Journey — Are overtaken by an Ilitfhw.iy- 
Tiian, who fires at Strap — Is prevented tioni sliootiri{f me 
by a company of Horsejnen. who ride in pursuit of him - 
Stiap is pul to bed at an Iiiii — Adventures at that Inn. 

After having paid our score, and taken leave of 
our hostess, who embraced me tenderly at parting, 
we proceeded on our journey, blessing ourselves 
that we had eome olf so well We had not walked 
above five miles, when wi' observed a man on hor.se- 
back galloping after us, whom we in a short time 
reeogiiis<‘d to h(‘ no other than this formidable hero 
who had already gi\eii us so much vexation, lie 
stopped hard by me, and asked if 1 knew who he 
was? !My astonisliment had disconcerted me so 
much, that I did not hear his question, -which he 
repeated with a volley of oaths and threats ; but 1 
remained as mute as before. Strap seeing my dis- 
composure, fell upon his kiiee.s in the mud, uttering 
with a lamentable voice these words ; “Eor (’linst’s 
sake, have mercy upon us, Mr. Rifle, — we know 
you very w'cll.” “ Oho !” cried the thief, you do ! 
— but you never shall be evidence against me in 
this world, you dog !” So saj mg, he drew a pistol, 
and fired it at the unfortunate sliaver, who fell flat 
upon the ground, -without sjieaking one word. IVIy 
comrade’s fate, and my owm situation, rivetted me 
to the place where 1 .stood, deprived of all sense 
and reflection; so that T did not make the least 
attempt either to run away, or deprecate the wrath 
of this harliarian, who snajiped a second pistol at 
me ; but before he had time to jiriine again, per- 
ceiving a company of horsemen coming up, ho 
rode off', and left iiu* standing motionless as a statue, 
in which posture I w\'is found by tho.se whose ap- 
pearance had saved my life. I'his comj)any con- 
sisted of three men in An cry, well anned, wdth an 
officer, who, as 1 afterwards learned, was the per- 
son from whom Rifle had taken the jioeket pistols 
the day before ; and who, making known his mis- 
fortune to a nobleman he met on the road, and 
assuring him his non-resistance was altogether ow- 
ing to his consideration for the ladies in the coach, 
procured the assistance of his lordship’s servants to 
go in quest of the plunderer. This holiday captain 
scamjiered up to me with great address, and asked 
who fired the pistol -wdiich he had heard. As 1 
had not yet recovered rny reason, he, before T could 
answer, observed a body lying on the ground : at 
which sight his colour changed, and be pronounced 
with a faltering tongue, “ (icntleinen, here’s mur- 
der committed I Let us alight.” “No, no,” said 
o-ne of his follow^ers, “let us rather pursue the 


murderer. Which way went he, young man ?” By 
this time 1 had recollected myself so far as to tell 
them, that he could not be a quarter of a mile be- 
fore ; and to beg of one of them to assist me in 
conveying the corpse of my friend to the next 
house, in order to its being interred. The captain, 
foreseeing, that, in case he should pursue, he must 
soon c<mie to action, began to curb his horse, and 
give him the spur at the same time, whicli treat- 
ment making tlie creature rear up and snort, he 
called out, his horsi* was frightened, and would not 
proceed ; at the same time w heeling him round and 
round, stroking his neck, whistling and wlieeling 
him with “Sirrah, siirah, gently, gently, tScc.” — 
“Zounds!” crit'd one of the servants, “sure my 
Lord’s Sorrel is not rosty !” — With these words, lie 
hestow'od a lash on his buttocks, and Sorrel, dis 
darning the rein, sprung 1‘orward with the captain, 
at a pace that would havi* soon brought him u]> 
-with the robber, had not the girth, lia])j)ily for him, 
given Auiy, by which means he laudecl in the dirt , 
and two of his attendants eontinued their pursuit, 
without minding his situation. IVIeanwhile, one ol 
the three who remained at my desire, turning the 
body of Strap, ill ordiu* to see the wound which 
had killed him, fomui him still warm, and breath- 
ing; upon which 1 immediately let him blood, and 
saw him, with inexpressible jo), iveoier ; he having 
received no other wound than what his fear had in- 
fiicted. J laving raised him ujuni his legs, w e w alked 
together to an inn, about half a mile from the placif, 
where Strap, who was not quite recovered, went to 
bed : and in a little time, the third servant returned 
with the eajitain’s horse and tiirnitnre, leaving him 
to crawl after as well as he could. ’I'his gentleman 
of the sword, upon his arrival, complained griev- 
ously of the bruise occasioned by his fall ; and, on 
the n‘comiiiendation of the servant, wiio warranted 
my ability, 1 w^as cni])loyed to bleed liim, for which 
service he rewarded me with half a crown. 

’J’he time between this event and dinner, I passed 
ill oliserving a game at cards betw een tw o farmers, 
an exciseman, and a young fellow in a rusty gow n 
and cassock, who, as I afterwards understood, was 
curate of a neighhouring jiarish. It was easy to 
perceive, that the match was not equal; and that 
the two farmers, who were partners, had to do with 
a couple of sharjiers, who stript them of all their 
cash in a xcry short time. Ihit what siiiqirised me 
xcry much was, to hear this clcrgynum reply to 
one of the countrymen who seemed to suspect foul 
play, ill these xvords : “ 1) - - ii me, friend, d'ye ques- 
tion my honour?” — J did not at all wonder to find 
a cheat in canonicals, this being a character fro- 
ijuent in my own country; but 1 was scandalized 
at the indecency of liis liehaviour, which appeared 
in tlic oaths he swore, and the bawdy songs which 
he sung. At last, to make amends, in some sort, 
for the damage he i^iad done to the unwary boors, 
he pulled out a fiddle from the lining of liis gown, 
and, promising to treat them at dinner, began to 
play most melodiously, singing in concert all the 
while, 'riiis good humour of the parson inspired 
the company with so much glee, that the fanners 
soon forgot their losses, and all present went to 
dancing in the yard. While we were agreeably 
amused in this manner, our musician spying a 
horseman riding towards the inn, stopt all of a sud- 
den, crying out, “Gad so! gentlemen, 1 beg your 
pardon ; there’s our dog of a doctor coming into 
the inn.” He immediately concealed his instru- 
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ment, and ran towards tlie ^ate, whore he took liold 
of the vicar’s bridle, and helped him off, inquiriiif? 
very cordially into the state of his health. This 
rosy son of the eliurch, who mip:ht he about the 
age of fifty, having alighted, and entiaisted (he curate 
with his horse, stallv('d witJi great solemnity into 
the kitchen, where, sitting down by the fire, he 
called for a bottle of ale and a j)i})e ; scarce deign- 
ing an answer to the suhmissivt* (piestions of those 
who in(iuired about the w^ellare of his family. 
While he indulged himself in this state, amidst a 
profound silence, the curate approaching him with 
gr(*at reverimce, asked if he would not b(‘ pleasi‘d 
to honour us Avith his company at dinner ? To which 
interrogation he answered in the negative, saying, j 
he had been to visit Stpiire Ihimpkin, w’ho had 
[Irank himself into a high fever at the last assizes ; 
and that he had, on leaving his oAvn liouse, told 
Betty he should dine at home. Accordingl}, wdien 
he had made an end of his hottl(‘ and pijie, he rose 
and moved, A\ith prelatieal dignil\, to the door, 
where his journeyman stood ready with his nag. 
lie had no sooner mounted, than th<* facetious curate, 
coming into the kitehen, held forth in this manner; 

“ 'There the old rascal goes, and the de\il go Avith 
liim. - You se(‘ hoAv the Avorld wags, gimtlemen. — 
By gad, this rogue of a vicar does not deserA^e to 
li\e; and yet he has tAVO livings worth 40(i/. per 
aimum, w hile poor I am fain to do all his drudgery, 
and ride tAventy niih's everv Sunday to jireach. for 
what ? why, truly, for 20/. a-yi'ar. I scorn to boast 
of my own ipialilications ; but “Comparisons are 
odious. I should be glad to knoAV hoAV this swag- 
bellied doctor deseiwes to be mori* at case than nu*. 
He can loll in his elboAv chair at liomc, indulge 
himself in tin* best of victuals and Avin<‘, and enjoy 
the <*onversatioii of Betty, his housekeejier. You 
understand me, gentlemen. Betty is the doctor's 
poor kinswoman, and a juvttA girl siie is -, but no 
matter for that: -ay, and a dutiful girl to her pa- 
rents, Avhom she visits regularly oAery year, tliough 
r must own, 1 could never learn in Avhat count a 
the} live. -i\r\ service t'\e, geutlemcn." — By this 
time (liiiiicr being rea<ly, I Awaked uia coni])anioii, 
md Ave ale all together A\ith great clu'erfuliicss. 
When our meal Avas ended, and cAcry man's sliarc 
)f the reckoning adjusted, tlie curate Avent out on 
prctcuee of some necessary oeeasiou, and monnling 
liis horse, left the tA^o finmu'S to satisfy the host in 
the best manner thcA could. W'e avciv no sooner 
informed of this ])iece of tiiiesse, than the exciseman, 
wlio had been silent hitherto, began to open Avith a 
rnalieious grin: “Ay, a\, this is an old tnek of 
■Aliuine 1 could not help smiling A\hen he talked 
of treating. You must know this is a very eiirioiis 
fellow’. Jle jiieked up some scraps of learning 
while he served young Lord 'Trifle at the muAer- 
iity. But Avhal he most excels in is pimping. No 
nan knows liis talents better than 1; for 1 aaus 
i^alet de elunnhreto Squin- 'Tattle, an intimate com- 
panion of Sliulfle’s lord. Jle got himself into a scrape, 
oy jiawmingsonu* of Ids lordship's clothes, oiiAvhieh 
leeonnt he Avas tiirni'd aAvay; but, as he was ac- 
piainted Avith some ]iartieular eireuinstances of iny 
lord’s eouduet, he di(i not care to exasperate liini too 
aiuch, and so made interest for his n*eeiving orders, 
xnd afterwards recommended him to the eiiraev 
which lie now enjoys. However, the fellow cannot 
be too much admired for his dexterity in making a 
somfortahle liAelihood, in spite of such a sniall 
allowance. You hear he plays a good stick, and is 


really diverting in company. These qualifications! 
make liim agrecahh^ wherever In* goes ; and, as fori 
playing at cards, there is not a man within three 
counties a mateli for him : the truth is, he is a’, 
damnable cheat ; and can shift a card with sueV 
address, that it is impossible to discover him.” Here 
he was interrupted by one of the farmers, who, 
asked Avhy he had not justice enough to acijuaint 
them with these particulars before they engaged in 
play ? The exciseman rejilied, w’ithout any hesita- 
tion, that it AAas none of liis business to inter- 
meddle between man and man ; besides, he did not ■ 
know they were ignorant of Shiiflle’s character, 
whieli was notorious to the whole country. ''I’his 
did not satisfy the other, Avho taxed him Avith abet- 
ting and assisting the curate’s knavery, and insisted 
on having his shan* of the winnings returned; 
this demand tlic exciseman as positively refused, 
affirming, that whatsoever sleights Slmillc might 
jiractiee on otlu r occasions, he was very certain 
that he had plau'd on the square Avith them, and 
Avould ansA^er it before any heneh in ( 'hristendom ; 
so sa\ ing. ho got up, and having jiaid his reckoning, 
sneaked off. The landlord thrusting his neck into ' 
the passage, to see if he AAas gone, shook liis head, 
sa v ing, “ Ah I Lord hel]i ns, if e\ cry sinner Avas to 
have his deserts.- - Well, A\e victuallers must not 
disoblige the exeiseman. — But I knoAv Avhat: — if 
jiarson Shuttle and he were Aveighed together, a 
straw throw n into either scale Avoiild make the ! 
balance kick the beam. — But, masters, this is under 
the rose,’’ continued Boniface, with a Avhisper, 


CTTAP'rKK X. 

The lIl^;hAV.^^ man is taken — We are detained as Kvideiice 
n^MiUht him— Pioceed to the next Villa:a‘ — He escapes—- 
ANe.irrneat auotlier Inn, \\luie ve jro to bed — In the 
ni;'ht A\e aie awj'kcd bv a dreailliil Ad\entiire — Next 
nij,dit li'dge at the house f»f a Selioohnaster— t)ur Treat- 
ment iheie. 

Stkau and T Avere about to depart on our journey. 
At hen A\e pereeued a cn)A\d on the road coming 
tonards us, shouting and hallooing all the way. As 
it a]>proaehed. an e could discern a man on horseback 
in the middle, anUIi his hands tied behind him, 
AA horn AAc soon knevN to he Kitle. 'I’his higliM a} man, 
not being so an ell mounted as the tNvo seiwants who 
AN cut in pursuit of him, Avas soon overtaken, and, 
after lui\ing discharged his pistols, made prisoner 
AN itliout uii\ further opjiosition. 'J'hey w ere carrying 
him in triumph, amidst the aeelaniations of the 
country people, to a justice of jieaee in a neigli- 
hounng village, hut stopt at our inn to join their 
companion, and take relivshment. When Bifle AA'as 
dismounted, and placi'd in the n ard, ANitlim a circle 
of peasants armed Avith pitchforks. I an as amazed to 
see AN hat a pitiful dejected fellow he uonv appeared, 
Avho had hut a feNN hours before filled me nn ith such 
terror and confusion. ]\Iy companion Avas so much 
encouraged by this alteration in liis apjiearance, that, 
going up to the tliief, he presented liis clenched lists 
to his nose, and declared, he Avould either cudgel or 
box with the ])risoner for a guinea, which he im- 
mediately produced, and began to strip, hut was 
dissuaded from this adventure by me, who repre- 
sented to him the folly of the undertaking, as Rifle 
was now in tlie hands of justice, which Avoiild, no 
doubt, give ns all satisfaction enough. But an hat 
o 
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made me repent of our impertinent curiosity, was 
our being detained by the captors as evidence against 
him, when we were just going to set forward. 
However, there was no remedy ; we were obliged to 
comply ; and accordingly joined in the cavalcade, 
which luckily took the same road that we had jiro- 
posed to follow. About the twilight we arrived at 
the place of our destination ; but, as the justice was 
gone to visit a gentleman in the country, with w horn, 
we understood, he would probably stay all night, 
the robber was confined in an empty garret three 
stories high, from which it seemed imjmssible for 
him to escape. 'I'liis, n(‘vertheless, was tlie ciise ; for 
next morning, when they went up stairs to bring 
him before the justice, the bird was flown, having 
ot out at the window upon the roof, from whence 
e continued his route along the tops of the adjoining 
houses, and entered another garret window, where 
he skulked until the family were asleep, at which 
time he ventured down stairs, and let himself out by 
the street door, which was found optm. This event 
was a great disappointment to those that apprehended 
him, who were flushed with hopes of the reward ; 
but gave me great joy, as I was permitted now to 
continue my journey without any further molesta- 
tion. Resolving to make up for the small progress 
we had hitherto made, we this day travelled with 
great vigour, and b<*fon‘ night readied a market- 
town, twenty miles from the place from whence we 
set out in the morning, without meeting any adven- 
ture worth notice. Here having taken up our 
lodging at an inn, T found myself so fatigued, that 
I began to despair of ])erforming our Journey on 
foot, and desired Straji to impure if there were any 
waggon, return-horses, or other cheap carriage in 
this place, to depart for liondon next day. lie was 
informed, that the waggon from N (* weast le to London 
had halted there two nights ago ; and that itw'onld 
be an easy matter to overtake; it, if not the next 
day, at farthest the day after the next. 'Fhis piece* 
of news gave us some* satisfactiem ; and, after having 
made a hearty siipiier on liaslie'd mutton, we were 
shown to our room, which eemtained twn> heels, the 
one alleitteel for us, and the* other for a veuy hemesl 
gentleman, whe>, we were told, was then drinking 
below. Though w e could have very w ell dispensed 
with his eompany, we were glad to submit to Ihl.s 
disposition, as there was not aneither bed emjity in 
the house ; and aoe’ordingly wTiit to rest, after having 
secured our baggage under the bolster. About two 
or three o’clock in the moniing, lwa-swak(*d out 
of a very 3)rofoiind sleep, by a dreadful noise in 
the chamber, which did not fail to throw me into an 
agony of consternation, when I heard these words 
pronounced with a terrible voice : “ Illood and 
wounds I run the halbert into the guts of him that’s 
next you, and I’ll blow the other’s brains out pre- 
sently.” This dreadful salutation had no sooner 
reached the cars of Strap, tliaii, starting out of bed, 
he ran against somebody in the dark, and overturned 
him in an instant ; at the same time bawling out, 
“Eire I murder! fire I” a cry which in a monieiit 
alarmed the whole house, and filled our ehamher 
with a crowd of naked people. When lights were 
brought, the occasion of all this disturbance soon 
appeared ; which was no other than our fellow- 
lodger, whom we found lying on the floor scratching 
his head, with a look testifying the utmost astonish- 
nient at the concourse of apparitions that surrounded 
him. — This honest gentleman was, it seems, a re- 
cruiting Serjeant, who, having hsted two countiy 


fellows over night, dreamed they had mutinied, aiix* 
threatened to murder him and the drummer who 
was along with him. This made such an impression 
on his imagination, tliat he got up in his sle(*p, and 
expressed himself as above. When our apjweheiision 
of danger vanished, the company beheld one another 
with great sur])rise and mirth ; hut w hat attracted 
the notice of every one, Avas our landlady, uilli no- 
thing on her but her shift, and a large* ])air of buck- 
skin breeches, with the backside belbre, which she 
had slipt on in the hurry, aud her husband, with lier 
petticoat ;ihont his shoulders. One had wrapt him- 
self in a blanket, another A\^as covered Avith a sheet, 
and the driimmc*!*, Avho had given his only shirt to 
he washed, a pjieared in cuerj)o,AviththebolslerrolIed 
about his middle. When this affair was discussed, 
every body r(*lire(l to liis oAvn apartment, llie si-rjeaiiL 
slipt into bed, and my companion and J slept Avilli- 
out any further disturbance till morning, A\hen we 
got up, A^HMit to breakfast, paid our reckoning, and 
set forward, in expectation of overtaking the wag- 
gon; in M'hieh hope, however, we Avere disap])ointed 
for that day. As we exerted ourselves more than 
usual, I found myself quite sjienl with fatigue, when 
we entered a small village in the twilight. We 
inqnireil for a iiulilie house, and Averc directed to 
one of a A^ery sorry ap])(*aranee. At oni’ entrance, 
the landlord, who seemed to he a A^enerahle old 
man, with long gray hair, rose from a tahh* placed 
by a large fire in a very ni'at ])aved kitchen, and, 
witli a ehei*rrul eouiitenanee, accosted ns in these 
•rds : “ Salirfr, piterf^ iiitjrvduiunt."' T A\'as not a 
little jileased to liear our host speak Latin, because 
I was in hope of recommciidingmyself to him by my 
kiioAvledge in that language ; I tlu'relon* answered, 
Avithoiit hesitation, — “ Dtssolrc hpna nitprr 

fiH'o -lanjc K'ltonvihs." 1 luid no sooiii*!’ prononneed 
these AAords,than the old gentleman, running toward 
me, shook me by the hand, eiy ing, “ luh mt dtlir- 
hssnnv ! unde lutns ^ a aujn'rts, nt Jdllor I" In short, 
finding we were both re.id in the classics, he did not 
know how to testify his regard enough ; hut ordered 
Ins (laughter, a JoUa rosv-eturkc'd damsel, Avho w as 
his sole doiiu'Stie, to hiing us a bottle of his ijuadn- 
muin, r(*peating from Horace at the same time, 
“ Depromv qmtdnniujn Sahnta^ () TJudunvhe.mentm 
luda." This (/uadrtmum w'as excellent ale of his own 
brcAving, of winch he told ns he had always an 
nnjdiora four jears old for tiu* use of himself and 
friends. In the course of our eouversatiou, which 
A\as interlarch'd Avith scraps of Latin, we understood 
that this facetious person Avas a schoolmaster, whose 
income being small, he was fain to keep a glass of 
,ood licpior for th(* entertainment of passengers, by 
which he made shift to make the two ends of the 
year meet. “ I am this day,” said he, “ the hajqiiest 
old fellow in his Majesty's dominions. JMy wifi*, 
rest her soul, is in heaven. My daughter is to be 
married next week ; hut the two chief pleasures of 
iny life are these (iiointing to the bottle and a large 
edition of Horace that lay on the table). I am old. 
’tis true, — what then ? the more reason 1 should 
enjoy the small share of litc that remains, as my 
friend Elacciis advises : “ Tu ne quasicrts (sarc 
nejhs') iptem nilhl^ quein tdti fmem dti dederhit. Carpe 
dmiu tpiam ruhnnium credula posiero'' As he was 
very inquisitiA'c about our affairs, avo made no scruple 
of aeipiaiiitiiig liini A\ith our situation, Avliieh, wht.*n 
he had learned, he enriched ns with advices how 
to behave in the world, telling us, that he was no 
stranger to the deceits of mankind. In the mean 
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time, he ordered his daughter to lay a fowl to the 
fire for supper, for he was resolved this night to 
regale YasiviendiS- permittens divis ccptcra. While 
our entertainment waspreparing, our host recounted 
the adventures of his own life, which, as they 
contain nothing remarkable, 1 forbear to rehearse. 
When we had lared sumptuously, and drank several 
bottles of his quadrimum^ 1 expressed a desire of 
going to rest, which was with some difficulty com- 
plit'd with, after he had informed us, that we should 
overtake the waggon by noon next day ; and that 
there was room enough in it for half a dozen, for 
there were only four passengers as yet in that con- 
venience. Before my comrade and 1 fell asleep, w'e 
had some conversation about the good humour of 
our landlord, which gave Strap such an idea of his 
benevoh'iiee, that he positively believed we should 
j)ay Tu)thing for our lodging and entertainment. 
“Don't you ol)serv(‘,” said he, “that he has con- 
ceived a jiarticular aftection for us; nay, even 
treated us at supper with extraordinary fare, which, 
to bi‘ sure, wt‘ should not of ourselves haY(‘ called 
for?” 1 was partly of Strayfs opinion; Imt the 
(‘xperience 1 had of the world made me susjiend my 
belief till the morning, when, getting up betimes, 
we lireakfasted with our host and his daughter on 
hasty-pudding and ale, and desir<‘d to know what we 
had to pay. “ Biddy n ill let yon know, genllemtui,” 
said he, “Jbr 1 never mind these matters. Mone^ 
matters are beneath the concern of one who lives 
upon th(* lloratuin ])laTi. Crvsccntem sccjuitur euro 
ptriinmm.'* Meanwhile, Bidd> having consulted a 
slate that hung in the corner, told us, our reckoning 
came to 85. 7<L “Eight shillings and seven pence!” 
cried Straj); “’tis impossible — you must lie mistaken, 
young woman.” “ Ueekoii again, cliild,” says her 
father, viTy deliberatelv ; “perhaps you have iiiis- 
eounled.” “bio, indeed, father,” she replied, “I 
know my business better.” J could contain my 
indignation no longer, but said, it was an imcon- 
seionable bill, and demaiuled to know the parti- 
culars ; upon which tin* old man got up, muttering, 
“ Ay, ay, h‘t us see the parlienlar.s — that’s but ri‘a- 
sonahle.” And, taking pen, ink, and paper, wrote 
the Ibllowing items : — 

* (I 


To bread and beer 0 

'I’o a low] and sansa^^es 2 0 

To foin bottles iiuadnm 2 0 

To liie and tobaeeo 0 7 

To lodfTiHfr.,., 2 0 

Vo brcaklaht 1 0 


As he had not the appearance of a common imhlieaii, 
and had rais(*d a sort of veneration in me by his 
demeanour tin* preceding night, it was not in my 
jiower to u[)braid him as he deserved ; therefore 1 
contented myself witli saying, I was sure he did not 
learn to be an extortioner from Horace, lie an- 
swered, I was but a young man, and did not know 
the world, or I would not tax him with extortion, 
whose only aim was to live “ contentus parvo, and 
k(‘ep off importima paupenesy My fellow-traveller 
could not so easily put up with this imposition; 
Unit swore he should either take onc-third of the 
^ion(‘y, or go without. While we were engaged in 
Ithis dispute, 1 perceived the daughter go out, and 
conjecturing the occasion, immediately ])aid the 
exorbitant demand, which was no sooner done, than 
Biddy returned with two stout fellows, who came 
tn on pretence of taking their morning draught ; 


but in reality to frighten us into eomjdiance. Just 
as we departed, Strap, who was half distracted on 
account of this piece of expense, went up to the 
schoolmaster, and grinning in his face, pronounced 
with great emphasis, “ Semper avarus cgel,” To 
w^hich the pedant rejilied, wdth a malicious smile, 
“ Ammum reij{\ qui^ vist pnrety imperaty 


(TIAlTER XT. 

Wt* descry the WiiRffon — fiet into it — Arrive at an Inn — Our 
Fellow-travellers (lescn])cd — A Mistake is committed by 
Strap, which pioduces strange things. 

We travelled half a mile without exchanging one 
word ; my thoughts being engrossed by the knavery 
of the world, to which I must be daily cxjiosed ; 
and the conlemplalion of my finances, which began 
sensibly to diminish. At length Strap, who could 
hold no longer, addressed me thus. “Well, fools 
and their money are soon ]mrted. If my advice had 
been taken, that old skinflint should have been 
damn’d befori* he had got more than the third ot 
his demand. — ’Tis a sun* sign you came easily by 
your money, wlii'ii you s([uander it away in this 
manner. Ah, Clod help you, liow' many bristly 
beards must i have mi)wt‘d bid’ore 1 earned four 
shillings and tliree])(‘nee halfpenny, which is all 
thrown to the dogs? How many days have I sat 
weaving hair, till my toes were numbed hy tlic cold, 
my fingers cramp’d, and my nose as blue as the sign 
of the jieriw’ig that hung over the door? What 
the d(‘vil was you afraid ol’? J w’ould have engaged 
to box wdlli any one of those fellows that eamc in, 
for a guinea. I'm sure I have heat stouter men 
than either of them.” And indeed m> eompaniou 
vNoiild have fought any body, when his lile w^as in 
no danger ; but he had a mortal aversion to fire 
arms, and all instruments of death. In ord(*r to 
apjiease him, T assured him, no part of this extra- 
ordinary' expen.'.c should fall upon his shoulders ; at 
which declaration be was allVonted, and told me, 
he would have me to know, ibut, although he was 
a poor baiber’s boy, be bad a soul to spend his 
money with the best sr^uire of thi* land. Having 
walked all d<iy at a great pace, without halting for 
a refreshment, we descried, towuirds llie evening, to 
our inexpressible joy, the waggon about a quaiier 
of a mile before us ; and by that time w e ri'aehed 
it, were both of ns so w'eary, that 1 verily believe 
it would have bi‘on imiiruetieable for ns to have 
w alked one mile farther. We therefore bargained 
with the driver, whose name was Joey, to give ns 
a east to the next stage for a shilling ; at which 
place we should meet the master of the waggon, 
with whom we might agree Ibr the rest of the 
journey. 

Accordingly, the convenience stopped, and Joey 
having placed the ladder, Straji (being loaded with 
our baggage) mounted first; hut, just as he was 
getting in, a tremendous voice assailed his ears in 
those words: — “God’s fury! there shall no pas- 
sengers come here.” The poor shaver was so dis- 
concerted at this exclamation, w hich both he and I 
imagined proceeded from the mouth of a giant, that 
he descended with great velocity, and a countenance 
as white as paper. Joey perceiving our astonish- 
ment, called with an arch sneer, “ W^aunds, Coptuin, 
w'liay woaii’t you sooff'er the poor waggoneer to 
ineakc a penny? C\mm, eoom, young man, get 
e 2 
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oop fret oop, nrver tnointl the coptain — Esc not silver-laced hat on her head, instead of a cap, a 
alear'd of the coptain.” This was not encoiira/^e- blue stuff riding-suit trinnned with silver, 
ment sufficient to Strap, who could not he prevailed much tarnished, and a whip in her hand. After 
upon to venture up again ; iijion M’hich 1 attempted, her came limping an old man, with a worsted 
though not without a (juakiiig heart, wlien 1 heard night-cap, huttom'd under his chin, and a hroad- 
the same voice miilferiii'r like distant thunder, brimmed Jiat slouched o\er it, an old rusty blue 


“ Hell and the devil confound me, if 1 don’t make 
you smart for tliisl” However, / eivpt in, and by 
accident, g'ot an empty jilace in the straw, which I 
immediately took possession of, without being able 
to discern the faces of my fellow-travellers m the 
dark. Strap following with the knajisack on his 
back, chanced to tak(* the other side, and, by a jolt 
of the carriage, pitched directly u])on the stomach 
of the eajitain, who bellowed out in a most dnsulful 
inanner, “ lilood and thunder, vlu're’s m\ sword?” 
At these words, my frighted eoniradi* startisl up, 
and at one sjiring hounced against me Avith such 
force, that 1 thought he was the supposed son of 
Anak, who intendc'd to press nn* to deatli. In the 
mean t ime, a female voice cried, “ Illess me ? avIu 
the matter, my dear?” “M’he matter,” replied tin* 
ca])tain, “ d n my blood ! my guts are squeezed 
into a pancake, by that Seotehman’s hump.” Straj), 
trembling all the A^hile at my back, asked him ])ar- 
don, and laid tin* bhmu* of what had ha])])ened 
111)011 the jolting of the waggon; and the woman 
who spoke before, went on : “Ay, ay, my dear, it 
is our ow'ii fault ; avc may tliaiik ourselves for 1 
all the inconvenieiiees avc inetd with. I thank (lod 
1 never trav<‘lled so before. I’m sure, if my Lady 
or Sir dobu was to know' Avbere Ave are, tb(‘\ Avould 
not sl(‘(‘i) this night for vexation. I wish to (lod 
we had Avrit for the chariot . I knoAv we shall never 
be forgiven.” — “ (’oine, come, my dear,” replied the 
captain, “it don’t signify fiettiiig now — we shall 
laugh it over as a frolic -I hoj)e you Avill not suffer 
in your liealtli. 1 shall make mv Loid Aery meriy 
W'ith our adA'entures in the dihgenee,” 'I’bis dis- 
course gave me such a high notion of the eaiitam 
and his lady, that I durst not venture to join in the 
eoiiA'ersatioii. Hut immediately after, another fe- 
male voice began : “Some people give tlmmselves 
a great mauy needless airs — better folks than any 
hi're have travelled in waggons before now. Some 
of us liav'c rode in eoaelies and elianols. with tlirei* 
footmen behind them, witliout making so mueh fuss 
about it. A^'bat then? wc are now all upon a foot- 
ing ; therefore let's be sociable and merry. What 
do you say, Isaac? Is not tins a good motion, a ou 
doting rogue? Speak, you old cent, per cent, 
fornicator. AVlial desperate debts an* you thinking 
of? AVliat mortgage are you planning? AVell, 
Isaac, ])Ositively you shall never gam my favour 
till you turn over a new leaf, grow honest, and live 
like a gentleman. In the mean time, give im 
kiss, von old fumblcr.” Tliese words, aeeompaiiied 
with a hearty smack, enliveiu’d the person to whom 
tfiey AV'ere addressed to siieb a degree, that he cried 
in a transport, though with a faltering voice, “All! 
you wanton baggagi* — upon my en‘dit, you are a 
AV'aggisli girl, he, he, he.” 'I’liis laugh introdueed 
u fit of coughing, wliiefi almost siitfoeated tlie poor 
usurer (such, we afterwards found, was the ])rofes- 
sloii of this our fellow'-traveller). About this 
time 1 fell asleej), and enjov ed a comfortable nap, 
till such tiiiu* as we arrived at the inn where we 
)ut up. Here, liaA'ing alighted from the waggon, I 
lad an opportunity of viewing the passengi*rs in 
order as they entered. 'Fhc first who apjieared was 
a brisk airy girl, about twenty years old, with a 


cloak tied about Ids neck, under wliieJi appeared a 
firowii surtouf, fhat eov'cred a thread-haiv coat and 
waistcoat, and, as we afterward^- diseerued, a dirty 
flannel jacket. His eves were hollow, bleared, and 
gummy; liis face was shrivelled ii to a thousand 
wrinkles, liis gums were destitute of teeth, liis nose 
sharp and drooping, his eliin peaked and prominent, 
so that, when lie mumped or si>oke, tlu'y apiiroaelied 
one another like a pair of niit-erackers ; he sup- 
ported Iiimself on an ivorv -headt'd cane; and his 
whole figure was a just emblem of winter, lamine, 
and avarice. Hut how was 1 sur])rised, wJien I 
beheld tin* fonnidahle ea])tain in the shape of a 
little thin creature, about tlie age of fortv, with a 
long withered visage, very imieli res(*mhling that 
)f a baboon, through tlie iqiper part of which two 
little grey e)es jieeped ; he wore his own hair in 
a queue that reached to liis rump, winch immo- 
derate length, 1 snpjtose, was the oeeaMon of a 
haldiH'ss that a])y)eared on the crown of his head, 
when lie deigned to take oil his liat, which was 
verv mueh of tlu* si/e and eoek of Ihslol's. Having 
laid aside his great coat, I eoiiUl not In*!]) adnnring 
the exiraoidmary make of this man of war. lie 
was about fiv'e feet and tlncr inehi's high, sixleeu 
inches of which wi'iit to his face and long scraggy 
neck; Ins tliighs wen* about ‘^lx inches in lenglli. 
Ills legs res<‘mhhng sjumlles or driiinstieks, two !< et 
and a half, and his hod}, which ])iit me in mind of 
extension without suhstanee, ('Ugrossed the r(‘inairi- 
der; so that, on tlu* whole, he appealed like a s])ider 
oi grasshopper meet, and was almost a ror cl pi (r- 
! /e/m inh/l. Ills dress consisted of a fiock of 
j what is called Ixsir-skm, llu* skirls of vihieli were 
: about half a foot long, an Jmssar waisfeoat, scarlet 
hreeelu's, reaelmig lialfwa> down his lliighs, worst! d 
stockings, rolled ii]> almost to his groin, and shoes 
with wooden heels at least two mehes liigh : lie 
earri<*d ;i swoid veiy m'ar as long as himselt in one 
hand, and with the other conducted Ins lady, who 
seemed to he a woman of Ins own age, and still re- 
tained some remains of an agreeable yierson ; hut so 
ridieuloiislv atfeeted, that, had 1 not been a novice 
in tlie woiid, 1 miglit have I'asily p(*ro(‘ived in lier 
the deplorable vanity and seeoTul-hand airs of a 
lady’s Avonian. We were all assembled in tlic 
kitchen, when Capcim Weazel (for that was Ids 
name) desired a nxim with a fire for himself and 
spouse, and told the landlord they would sup by 
themselves, d'he iiinkec'per n'plied, that he could 
not afford them a room by tlii'inselves ; and as for 
snyiping, he had ])r(‘pared vieluals tor the passen- 
gers ill the waggon, without respi'ct of j)ers!nis ; 
hut if he could jiivvail on the rest to let him have 
his ehoiee in a s(*parate nianner, he sliould lx* very 
well yileased. This was no sooner said, than all of 
us declared against the jiroposal ; and ISIiss Jenny, 
our other feiiuUe passenger, observed, that, if 
(kiptaiii AA^eazel and his lady had a mind to sup by 
themselves, tho\ might wait until w^e should have 
done. At this hint, tin* captain yuit on a martial 
frown, and looked v'ery big, without speaking ; 
while liis yoke-fellow, with a disdainful loss of her 
nose, muttered something about “ (’reature !” which 
Miss Jenny overhearing, slept up to her, saying, 
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“ None of your names, good Mrs. Abigail. Crea- 
ture, quotha- -I’ll assure you, no such creature as 
you, neitlicr — no ten j)ouud sneaker — no quahiy 
coupler." — Here the ca])taiTi interposed, with "a 
“D — me, niudain, wliat do you mean by that?" — 
‘1) -n } on, sir, who are yon rejilied J\Iiss .jenny, 
‘•who made you a cajUaiii, yon pitiful, trencher 
serajiing, jiiiiqiing curler? -’Sdealh! the army 
is come to a fine pass, when suefi fellows as yon 
get commissions -what, I siipjiosi* \ou think 1 don’t 
know^ yon? — Kgad, you and your helpmate are 
well met a east-olf mistress and a bakl valet-de- 
chambre are well >oked together." “Illood and 
wounds !" cried W<M/eI, “d'ye question the honour 

of my w ile, madam ! Jlell and d tion ! No 

man in lOiigland durst say so much. 1 w'ould thai 
him —carbonado him 1 Fury and destruction ! 1 

would havediis liver for my sappier.’’ So saying, j 
he drt'W his sword, and lloinished wdth it, to the | 
great terror of Straji ; while Miss .lenny, snajiping 
her lingers, told him, she did not \ahie his ri*senl- 
ment a louse. In the midst of tliis quarrel, the 
muster of the waggon alighted, who understanding 
the eaiisi* oftliedistnrhanee, and tearing the e.iptam 
and his lady would take umlirage, and leave Ins 
carriage, was at great pains to have every thing j 
made iqi, wliieh he at last aeeomplished, and w<* sat ! 
down to supjierall togetlier. i\t lu'd-tiine w<* were 
shown to oiir apartments: (he old usurer. Strap, 
and 1, to one room ; llie captain. Ins wife, and Miss 
eleiinv, to anotlier. j\hoiit midnight, my eom- 
piniion’s bowels lu'iiig disordiMvd, he got up, in 
order to go backward ; Imt, in his return, mistaking j 
o’U' door for another, enlcH'd Weasel's eliamher, j 
and Witlmnt any hesitation, went to bed to Ins wife, | 
who was fist asleep; the ea|)lain being at another 
end of the i<»om, giojiing for some empty vess<‘I, m | 
lieu of hi>> own eliamherqiol, which was leaky : as 
he did not perceivi* Strap coming in, he went to- 
wards his ow n bed, after has mg I'oimd :i eonve- i 
iiienee; hut no soomw did lie feel a rough head, I 
eover(“d with a cotton night-eap, than i( eairn* into ’ 
his mind, that he liad misliikeii Miss ,Ieuny'sl)ed 
instead of Ins own, and that the liead he fell was 
that of some gallant, with whom she had made an 
assignation. Full of tins eonjeetmv, and scan- 
dali/ed at the jirosiitntiou of his apartment, lie | 
sriatelied np the M'ss'd he liad just before filed, and I 
emptied it at once on tin' astonished barber and Ins 
ow’ii wife, Avlio waking at (hat instant, hioke forlli 
into lamentable cries, winch not onlv alarmed the 
Imshaiid beyond measure, lint friglitened poor Strap 
almost out of his senses; I'or lie seiily belies ed 
himself hewitehed; esjieeially A\hen the ineeiised 
eaiitaiii seized him by the throat, witli a volley of 
oaths, asking him Iiow he durst have the ])resumj>- 
tioii to attempt the eliastity of liis w ife. Poor Strap 
Avas so amazed and confounded, that he could say 
nothing, but, “1 take (lod to Avituess, sink’s a virgin 
for me." Mrs. Weazel, enraged to find lierself in 
such a pickle, throng li the ])reeipitation of her 
husband, arosi* in lier shift, and with tlie heel of 
her shoe, which she found by the bedside, helahoiired 
11 h‘ captain’s bald pate, till he roared, “JMiirder.” 

“ I’ll teach you to eiiqity your stliik-pots on me," 
cried she, “^ou jiitiful lioji-o’-my-thumh coveonih. 
What! I wariMiif yain're jealous, you mail of 
aith. Was it for this I eoiiiUseended to take you 
to my bed, you poor witliered sa])less twng." 'file 
noise occasioned by tliis adventure liad brought the 
rnas’er of the waggon and me to the door, where 


we overheard all that passed with great satisfaction. 
Ill the mean time, we were alarmed wifh the cry of 
“Kape! murder! rape!" which Miss Jenny pro- 
nounced with great Aoeiferalioii.- “ () ! you vile 
abominable old \illaiii,” said slie, “ would you rob 
me of my virtue? Put I'll he ivAengurof you, 
yon old goat! 1 will— Help! for liiMven’s sake! 
help !—l shall lie ravished - ruined! lieliil” Some 
servants of the inn, hearing this cry, came rimning 
I up staiivs uilh lights, and such weapons as chance 
afforded, when we liefudd a very diA(‘rtliig scene. 
In one corner stood the poor captain, shivering in 
his shirt, which was all lorn to rags, with a woeful 
visage, serafelied all over by his wife, who had by 
this time wraiiped (lie counterpane alioiit her, and 
sat sobbing on the side of her bed. In the other 
eiid lay' the old usurer, sjiraAvling on i\liss Jenny’s 
bed, with his flannel jacket over liis sliirt, and his 
tawny meagre limbs exposed to the air; Avhile she 
held him fast by the two ears, and loaded him with 
execrations. MJieii w e asked what was tin* matter, 
she alleefed to wee]>; told us, she was afraid that 
AA leked rogue had ruined her in her sleep ; and 
l)adi‘ ns tak(‘ notice of what we saw', for slie in 
tended to make use of our evidence against him. 
The poor wretch looked like one mort* dead than 
aliA»e, and begged to he rek'ased ; a favour wliieh 
he had no sooner obtained, tliau he jirotested she 
was no Avoman, lint a dcAil mearnate ; that slie liad 
first sediK’cd liis tlesli to ri'hek and then lietrayed 
him. “ Yes, eoekiilnee,’’ eontiiined he, “ y on know 
yon laid this Miai(> for me, Imt you shan’t siieeeed, 
for 1 will hang mysidf he. ore yon shall get a far- 
thing olf me." N) saying, he crawled to his own 
bed, groaning all the way. \\ e tliim adAaneed to 
tln‘ eaplam, wlio told ns, “ (h'ntleineii, here ha.s 
been a d — iied mistake ; Imt I’ll Ik* n'veng'd on 
him w'lu) was the occasion of it. That Seolch- 
niaii Avho carries llu* kiiap*-aek shall not hrealhc 
this A’ilal air aiioflu r day, if my name he Weazel. 
My dear, I ask you ten llionsand pardons; you 
are sensible I could mean no hanii to you." — “1 
kiioAv not Avliat you meant,’’ replied she, sighing, 
“hut 1 know I liav(‘ got enough to send me to my 
grave." ..\1 length they were leconeiled. Tlic 
Av ill* AAas conijilimetiled w ifh a share of Miss .leimy ’s 
bed (her own being overflowed), and the master of 
the waggon iiiAited "IVea/el to shep the remaining 
])art of the night with him. 1 utiied to mine, 
where 1 found Straj) mortally afraid, he liaAing 
.stole aw'ay in the dark, while the eajilain and his 
lady were at loggerheads. 


C'HAITKH Xll, 

Captain Weazel clialUnpcs Strap, who deelines i he Combat — 
All Aflair lu tween lh(‘ Cnplain and nn - t he Usuier is fain 
to mve Miss .leiiii) live (lUiiieas tor a Jtelease We are in 
danger of Josiiig a Meal—Tlie Hehavioui ol Wi a/.el, Jenny, 
and Joej, on that oeeasion An .\eeount of Captain Weazel 
and his Lady — 't he Captain’s Cour:i',;e ti ted— Lsaac’s Mirth 
at the Captain’s expense. 

Next morning I agreed to give the ma.ster of the 
waggon ten shillings for my passage to London, 
provided Strap slioiild he allowed to take my place 
wlu'Ti 1 should he dis]H>sed to walk — at the same 
time I desired liim to appease the ineensed cajitain, 
who had entered the kitchen with a drawn sword in 
his hand, and threatened, with many oaths, to saen- 
lice the villain who attempted to violate his beiL 
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but it ^as to no purpose for the master to explain 
the mistake, and assure him of the poor lad’s in- 
nocence, who stood trembling btihind me all the 
while. '^I’he more submission that appeared in 
Strap, the more implacable seemt‘d the resentment 
of Weaisel, who swore he must either fight him, or 
he would instantly put him to death. J was ex- 
tremely provoked at this insolence, and told him, it 
could not be supposed that a poor barber lad would 
engage a man of the sword at his own weaj)on ; 
but I was persuaded he would wrestle or box with 
him. To which proposal Strap immediately gave 
assent, by saying, he would box v ith him for a 
guinea. Weazel replied, with a look of disdain, 
tliat it was beneath any gentleman of his character 
to fight like a porter, or even to put himself on a 
footing, in any respect, with such a fellow as Strap. 
“Odds bodikiiis!” cries Joey, “sure, coptain, yaw 
would not commit moorder ! I lere’s a poor lad that 
is willing to make atoouement for his offence ; and 
an that woan’t satisfic yaw, oilers to fight yaw fairly. 
An’ yaw woaii’t box, I dare say, he will coodgel 
with yaw, — woan’t yaw, my hid?” — Strap, after 
some hesitation, answered, “ yes, yes, I'll cudgel 
witli him.” But this expedient being also rejected 
by the captain, I began to smell his character, and, 
tipping Strap the wink, told the company that I had 
always heard it said, the person who receives a chal- 
lenge should luive the choice of the weapons ; this 
therefore being the rule in point of honour, I would 
venture to promise', on the bead of my companion, 
that he would even fight (.-aptain Weazel at sharps, 
but it should lie with such sharps as Strap was best 
acquainti'd with, namely, razors. At ni> mention- 
ing razors, T could perceive the captain’s colour 
change, while J^trap, pulling me by the sleeve, 
wdiispered with great eagerness, “No, no, no; for 
the love of God, don’t make any such bargain.” 
At length Weazel recovering himself, returned to- 
wards me, and, witli a ferocious eoiiulenaueo, asked, 
“AVbo the devil are you? will you fight me?” 
With these words, putting himself in a posture, I 
was grievously alarmed at seeing the point of a 
sw^ord within half a foot of iny breast ; and, spring- 
ing to one side, snatched up a spit that stood in the 
chiuiney-coruer, with which I kept my foniiidahle 
adversary at bay, who made a great many lialf- 
longcs, skipping backward at every push, till at 
last 1 pinned him up iu a comer, to tlie no small 
diversion of the eomjiany. While he was in this 
situation, his wife entered, and, seeing her husband 
ill these dangerous eireumstaiiees, uttered a dreadful 
scream: iu this euK'rgeiiey, Weazel demanded a 
cessation, vvlfudi was mmiediately granted ; and at 
last was contented v^itll the submission of Strap, 
wdio, falling upon his knees before him, protested 
the innoeenee of bis intention, and askeil pardon 
for the mistake lie had eoinmitted. 'riiis affair 
being ended without bloodshed, wt; went to break- 
fast, but missed two of our eoiiqnmy, namt'ly. Miss 
tfenuy and the usurer. As for the first, Mrs. Wea- 
sel iiiforuied us, that she had kept her awake all 
night wrilh her groans ; and that, when she rose in 
the morning, Aliss .Jenny w'as so much indisposed, 
that she could not proceed on her journey. At 
that instant, a message came from her totlie master 
of tlie waggon, who immediately went into her 
chamber, followed by ns all. ISh(‘ told him in a 
lamentable tone, that she was afraid of a miscarriage, 
owing to the fright she received last night from the 
brutality of Isaac; and, a** the event was uncertain. 


desired the usurer might be detained to answer for 
the consequence. Accordingly^, this ancient Tarquin 
was found in the waggon, whither he had retired to 
avoid the shame of last night’s disgrace, and brought 
by force into her jiresence. He no sooner appeared, 
than she began to weep and sigh most piteously, and 
told us, if she died, she would leave her blood ujion 
the head of that ravisher. Boor Isaac turned up 
his eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that (lod 
would deliver him from the macliinations of that 
.Tezebel ; and assured us, with tears in his eyes, that 
bis being found in bed with her was the result of 
her own invitation. The waggoner understanding 
the case, advised Isaac to make it up, by giving her 
a sum of money ; to wdiich advice he replied, w ith 
great vehemence, “A sum of money ! — a halter for 
he cockatrice !” — “Oh! 'tis very well,” said Miss 
Jenny : “ 1 see it is in vain to attempt that flinty 
leart of his hy fair means. Joey, he so good as to 
gotothe justict*, and tell him there is a sick person 
'lere, who wants to sec him on an affair of conse- 
quence.” At the name of justice, Isaac trembled, 
and, bidding Joey stay, aski'd with a quivering 
voice, wliat she would have? Slu; told hmi, that 
IS lie had not perpetrated his v^ieked purpose, she 
vould be satisfit'd wdtli a small matter. And tliongh 
be damage she might sustain iu lier health might 
)c irreparable, she would give him a release foi an 
lundred guineas. “ An hundred guineas ! ’ cried 
le, in an eestacy, “an hundred furies ! Where should 
a poor old wretch like me have an hundred gumeas? 
'f I bad so iriiieb money, d’ye think 1 should be 
found travelling in a waggon at this season of tin- 
year?” “Come, come,” replied Jeim\, “■none of 
rour miserly artifice here. think 1 don’t know 
saae Rapine, the money-broker, in the Miiiories. 
Ah ! you old rogue ! many a pawn have you bad 
vfme and my acquaintance, which was never re- 
leemed.” Isaac finding it w^as in vain to disguise 
limsi'lf, offeretl twenty shillings tor a diseliarge, 
winch she absolutely refused under fifty ]Kninds. 
At last, however, she was brought down to live, 
whieb be paid, with great reluetancy, rather than 
be jiroseeuted for a rape. After which aeeomiiioda- 
tiou the sick person made shift to get into the w^ag- 
gon, and we set forwards in great trancpiillity, Strap 
being accommodated with Joey’s horsi*, the driver 
himself choosing to walk. This morning and fore- 
noon we were entertained with an account of the 
valour of Captain Weazel, w'bo told us he had once 
knocked down a soldier that made ganu* of him ; 
tweaked a drawer hy the nose, who found fault 
with Ins picking his teeth with a fork, at another 
time ; and that he had moreover challenged a eheese- 
monger, v\ ho had the presumption to be his rival : 

- for the truth of which exjiloits lie appealed to his 
wife. She coiifinned whatever he said, and ob- 
served, “ 'I'lie last affair happened that very day on 
which I received a love-letter from Squire Gobble ; 
and don’t you remember, my dear, I was prodigi- 
ously sick that very night with eating tirtolans, 
when my Lord Diddle took notice of my complex- 
ion’s being altered, and my lady was so alarmed 
that she had well nigh fainted.” “ Yes, my dear,” 
replied the captain, “ yon know, my lord said to me, 
with a sneer, ‘ Billy, Mrs. Weazel is certainly bri*ed- 
ing.’ And I answered cavalierty, * My lord, I 
wish 1 could return the compliment.’ Upon which 
the whole company broke out into an immoderate 
fit of laughter; and my lord, who loves a repartee 
dearly, came’roimd and bussed me.” 
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We travelled in this manner five days, without 
interruption, or meeting any thing worth notice. 
Mi.ss .Jenny, who soon recovered her sj)irits, enter- 
taining us every day w ith diverting songs, of which 
she could sing a great number; and rallying her 
old gallant, who, notwithstanding, would never he 
reconciled to her. ( )n the sixth day, while we were 
about to sit down to diiiiKT, the iuiike(‘j)er came 
and told us, that three gentlemen, just arrived, had 
onJer<‘d the victuals to he carried to their apartment, 
although he had intorim'd them that they were be- 
spoke by the passengers in the waggon, ^'o w liieli 
inlormatioii they had replied, “The jiassengers in 
the waggon might he d — ned, — their betters must 
be served before them — they su])]M)sed it would be 
no liardship on such travelh'i’s to dine u})on bread 
and cheese for one day.” This was a terrible dis- 
appointment to us all ; and we laid our heads toge- 
ther how to remedy it ; when Miss .Jenny observed^ 
that (\iptain Wea/el, being by prolession a soldier, 
ought in this ease to ])roleet and pre\(‘nt us from 
being insulU'd. Jhit the eajitaiii t‘\eiised himself, 
sa>ing, he viould not for all the world be known to 
have travelled in a waggon ; swearing at the same 
time, that, eoiild he a])])ear witli honour, tliey should 
eat his sword sooner than his ])rovision. I poii this 
deelaration, Miss .lennv, snatehin;’ his weai>oii, drew 
it, and ran imniediatel\ into the kitehen, where she 
tlireaternM to put the eook to d(*ath if he did not 
s*>n<l the victuals inlo our eliainher immediately. 
'I’he noise she made broiiglit the thr<*e strangers 
down, one of whom no sooner perceived her, than 
lie Cl led, “Jlal .leiiiiv llaniper! w'hat the devil 
hroiighi tliee hithei “Mv dear. Jack lbiltlel”re- 
jilied she, rmni'iig into his arms, “is it \oii? TIk'ti 
W ea/el mav go to lu'll foi a (Imner-J shall dine 
with^ou.” 'riiev eoiiseutid to tins j)ro]K)sal with 
a great deal of jo} ; and we wen* on the jxmit of 
being lediieeil to a ^erv uueomtortahle meal, when 
.loev , uiKh'iNtamliiig tlie whole atlair, entered the 
kitchen with a ])itehfork iii his li.md, and swore lie 
would lie the deatli of ain man w ho shoiihl pretend 
to sei/e the vieiuals prepared for the waegon. 'I'his 
menace had like to ha\e jirodueed fatal eonse- 
<pienoes; the tlin-e strangers draw mg their sw ords. 
and being joined hv their servants, and wi* raiming 
ourselves on the siih* of .loev ; when the laiidlonl 
interposing, olfered to part with his t)Wii dinner to 
keejithe peace, wliieh w iisaeeepled bv the strangers; 
and we sat down at table without anv further mo- 
lestation. Jii the afternoon, I chose to walk along 
will] .loev, and Strap took mv place. Having en- 
tered into a ctnivorsalion with this driver, 1 soon 
found him to be a nierrv, facetious, good-natured 
fellow, and witlial ver\ arch. He informed me, 
tliat JMiss .lenny was a common girl u])on the t<n\ ii ; 
who tiilling inlo eompany witli a recruiting oflieer, 
he earriid lier down in the stage-eoaeli from Lon- 
don to Newcastle, where be bad been arrested for 
debt, and was now in prison ; ujioM which she was 
fain to return to her former way of life, by this 
conveyance. He told me likewise, that one of the , 
gentleman’s servants whom v\e left at the inn,baving 
aeeidentally seen Weazel, immediately knew him, 
and aciinainted .loey with some jiartienlars of bis 
character, ^’hat be had served my Lord I^Vizzle 
in (puility of valet-de-ebainbre many years, while 
be lived separate from his lady, lint, upon their 
reconciliation, she expressly insisted upon Wcazd’s 
being turned off, as well as the woman be kept; 
>^b(‘n luH lordsliip, to get rid of them botli with a 


good grace, jiroposed that he should marry his mis- 
tress, and he would procure a commission for him 
in the army. This expedient was agreed to ; and 
Weazel is now, by his lordship’s interest, ensign 

in ’s regiment. 1 found he and I had the same 

sentiments with regard to Weazel’s courag-e, which 
wo resolved to jiut to the trial, by alarming the 
passengers with the cry of “A highwayman!” as 
soon as an horseman should ajipear. 'I'his scheme 
we put in practice towards the dusk, w^hen we de- 
scried a man on horseback approaching us. Joey 
bad no sooner intimated to the people in the waggon, 
that li(‘ was afraid we should be all robbed, than a 
general consternation arose. Strap jumped out of 
the waggon, asid hid himself behind a hedge. 'The 
usurer put forth ejaculations, and made a rustling 
among the straw, w hich made us conjecture he had 
hid someth ing under it. Mrs. Weazel, wringing her 
hands, uttered lanientahlc cries; and the ciiptain, 
to onr great ainazcincnl, began to snon*; hut this 
artifice did not succeed; for Miss .Jenny, shaking 
him by the shoulder, bawled out, “ Sdeath ! cajitain. 
Alien wc arc going to be rob- 
bed? (Jet ii]), for shame, and biliave like a soldier 
and a man of honour.” Weazel pretended to be in 
a great jiassion for being disturbed, and swore be 
would have bis nap out if all the liigliwaymen in 
England surroundi'd him. “ J)- — n my blood ' what 
are you afraid of?” continued lu‘, at the same tunc 
trembling with such agitation, that the whole car- 
nage shook, 'fills singular jnccc of behaviour 
incensed Miss Ihimpcr so much, that she cried, 
“ I) — n your pitiful soul, you are as arrant a })ol- 
trooii, as ever was drummed out of a regiment. — 
Sto]) the waggon, .Joey — let me get out, and by 
(i~d. if 1 havt* rlictonc enough, the thief shall not 
only take your ])ursi*, but your skin also.” So say'- 
ing, she lca[)t out with great agility. Ey this time 
the horseman came up with ns, and hajijicncd to he 
a gentleman's servant well known to .loey, who 
conmiunieated the scheme, and desired him to carry 
It on a littU further, by going up to the waggon, 
and <piestioning those within. 'I'lic stranger con- 
senting for till' sake of diversion, a]>j»roaehed it, and 
III a teirible tone, demanded, “Who have we got 
here?” Isaac rc])licd, with a lanientahlc voice, 
“Here's a jioor miserable sinner, who has got a 
small family to maintain, and nothing in the world 
w herew iihal, Imt these liiteeii shillings, which if 
y on 1 oh me of, w c must all staiw c together." “ AN’ho's 
that sobbing in the other corner?” said the sup- 
jKiscd highway man. “ A poor iinfortmiate woman,” 
answered Mrs. Weazel, “ ii])on whom 1 beg you for 
( 'hi ist’s sake to have coinjiassion.” “ Are y mi maid 
or w ife?” said he. “ Wife, to my sorrow cried she. 
“ Who or where is your husband ?” eontimied he. 
“ My liushand,” rejilied JMrs. Wea/el, “is an officer 
ill the army, and was left sick at the last inn where 
wc dined.” “Yon must he mistaken, madam,” said 
he, “for 1 my self saw him get into the waggon this 
aftornoon.— -ihit pray w hat smell is that ? hure your 
lap-dog has befouled himself: let me catch hold 
of the nasty enr. I'll teach him better manners.” 
Here lie laid bold of one of Weazel’s legs, and 
pulled him out from under his wife's petticoats, 
when' he bad concealed himself. The poor trem- 
bling ea]>taiii, being detected in this inglorious situa- 
tion, rubbed his ey es, and aff ecting to wake out of 
sleej), cried, “ What's the matter ?— what’s the mat- 
ter?” “'flic matter is not nmcb,” answered the 
horseman, “1 only called in to inquire after your 
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li(‘alth, and so adieu, most noble captain.” So sayiiifi^, 
he eljipt spurs to his horse, aTid was out of sight in 
a moment. It M as some time before Weazel could 
recollect himself, but at length re-assuming the big 
look, he said, “D— n the fellow! why did he ride 
away, before I had time to ask him how his lord 
and lady do? — Don’t you remember 'J’om, my 
dear?” addressing himself to his m ife. “ Yes,” re- 
plied she, “ 1 think I do remember something 
the fellow — but you knoM I seldom converse M’ilh | 
people of his station.” “ lie} -day,” cried Joey, “do j 
yaw knaw the young mon, coi)tain ?” “Know him,” | 
said Weazel, “many a time has he filled a glass of 
Burgundy for me at my lord 'rri{)pet’s table.” “And 
what may his neame be, coptain ?” said Joey. “His 
tuame ! — his name,” rej)lied Weazel, “ is Tom J\in- 
ser.” “ Waunds 1” cried Joey, “ a has ehatiged his 
own neame then ! for J se lay a wager he was 
christened John Trotter.” This observation raised 
a laugh agaiii.<t the captain, who seemed very much 
disconcerted ; w hen Isaac broke silence, and said, 

“ It was no matter who or what he was, since he 
has not proved the robber we suspected. And w’^e 
ought to bless Hod for our namnv escape.” “ Bless 
God,” said Weazel, “ bless the devil ! for what ? 
had he been a highwayman, 1 should have eat his 
blood, body, and guts, liefore he had robbed me, or 
any one in this (libifenve." “11a, ha, ha!” cried 
Miss Jenny, “ I believe you wdlleat all you kill in- 
deed, captain.” The usurer was so well pleas(*d at 
the event of this adventure, that he could not refrain 
from being severe, and took notice, that (’aptain 
Weazel seemed to be a good Ghristian, for he had 
armed himself with patience and resignation, instead 
of carnal weaiions, and worked out his salvation 
witli fear and trembling. This piece of satire oc- 
casioned a great deal of mirth at Weazel's expense, 
w ho muttered a great many oaths, and threatened 
to cut Isaac's throat. 'Jlie usurer taking hold of 
this menace, said, “ Gentlemen and ladies, 1 take 
you all to witness, that my life is in danger from 
this bloody-minded oflicer. I’ll have him bound 
over to the peace.” This second sneer procured 
another laugh against him, and he remained crest- 
fallen during the remaining part of our jouniey. 


CllArTEB XTH. 

Strap and I arc tcrnlicd by an A])])siriti()ii- Stiap’s Conjec- 
ture — The Mysterj expbiiiied by — AVe arrive at Lon- 

don — Our Dress and Appeal. im-e described- W> are in- 
sulted in the Street An Adventuu* in an Alt house — We 
are imposed upon by a wag;;isli Footm.in - Si-t to nt;htsl)y 
a Tohaecouisl — Take T.odfjinps — Dive loi a Dinner — An 
Accident at our Ordiuarj. 

We arrived at our inn, supped, and went to bed ; 
but Strap’s distemper conti lining, be w as obliged to 
rise in the middle of the night, and taking the can- 
dle in his liaiid, which he had left burning for the 
purpose, he went down to tlie house of oHiee,w lienee, 
in a short time, he returned m a great huny, with 
his hair standing on end, and a look betokening 
horror and astonishment ! Without Sfieaking a 
word, he set dov\ n the liglit, and jumped into bed 
behind me, where lie lay and trembled w ith great 
violence. AY hen 1 asked him what was the mat- 
ter? he replied, with a broken accent, “ God have 
mercy on us ! — I have .seen the devil !” Tliough 
my prejudice w^as not quite so strong as his, I was 
not a little alarmed at this exclamation j and much 


more so, wdien I heard the sound of bells approach- 
ing our chamber, and felt my bed-fellow cling close 
to me, uttering these words, “ (’hrist have mercy 
upon us ! — there he comes !” At that instant, a 
irioTistrous over-grown raven entered our chamber, 
w'lth bells at his feet, and niadedirectly towards our 
bed. As this creature is reckoned in our country 
a eoinmoii vehi<‘le for tlie devil and witches to ])lay 
their jiraiiks in, J verily believed we were haunted, 
and, in a violent fright, shrunk under the h(‘d- 
elothes. This terrible ajiparition leajit upon the 
bed, and, after giving ns several severe dabs with 
its beak through tlie blankets, hopjied away and 
vanislied. Strap and 1 rceominetKled ourselves to 
the protection of Heaven vvitli great devotion ; and, 
when we no longer heard the noi.se, ventured to 
peep up and take breath. But we bad not been 
long freed from this phantom, when another aji- 
pcared, that had well nigh deprived ns both of our 
.senses. AVe perceived an old man enter the room, 
with a long white beard that reached to his middle ; 
there was a certain wild peculiarity in his e}es and 
countenance that did net savour of this world ; and 
liis dress consisted of a brown stuff eoat, buttoned 
behind and at the WTists, with an odd-faslnoned 
cap of the same stuff’ upon bis bead. I was so 
amazed, that 1 had not power to move* my eves 
from such a ghastly object, but lay motionless, and 
saw him come straight up to me. AVlieii lie reaebed 
the bed, he WTung Ins hands, and cried, vvitli a 
voice that did not seem to belong to a luiman ereti- 
ture, “AV’'lH‘re is Bal])h ?” Imade no reply ; upon 
which be re]ieated, in an accent still more preter- 
natural, “ AVlien* IS Baipbo?” He had no .sooner 
pronounced thi'sc words, than 1 heard the sound of 
the b<*lls at a distance; which tin* ap|)anlion hav- 
ing listened to, tripped away, and left me aliin si 
I petrified with fear. It was a good while before I 
i could recover my self so fir as to speak : and when 
! at length 1 turned to Strap, 1 found him in a fit, 

I whieli, howkwer, (lid not last long. AA’lien lie came 
I to himself, I asked his o])inion of what had iiaji- 
pened; and be assured me, that tlie first must e(‘r- 
taiiil}'^ be the soul of some person damned, whieli 
ap})ear(*d by the chains about Ins legs, (for his fears 
bad magnified the creature to the bigness of a horse, 
and the sound of small morriee-bells to llii* clank- 
ing of massy chains.) As for the old man, he took 
it to be the spirit of somebody murdered long ago 
in this ])laee, whieli liad power granted to it to tor- 
ment the assassin in tlie shajic of a raven, and that 
J\al])lio was the name of the said murderer. Al- 
though I liad not niiieh faith in this iiiter]>retatioii, 
I was too much troubled to enjoy any sleep, and 
in all my future adventures never passi'd a night so 
ill. Til tlie morning; Strap imparled the whole affair 
to Jo(*y, who, after an immoderate fit of laughter, 
exjilaiiied the matter, by telling him the ohl man 
was the landlord’s fatlu'r, who had been an idiot 
somejH'ar.s, and diverted hini.self with a tame raven, 
which, it seems, had hopjied away from his apart- 
ment in the night, and induced him to follow it to 
our chamber, where he bad irnpiired after it, under 
the name of Haljilio. 

Eotliiiig remarkable liappened during the remain- 
ing part of our journey, which eontiiiued six or 
sev('ii days longer. At length, we entered the great 
city, and lodg(*d all night at tlie inn w lic^re the wag- 
gon put up. Kext morning, all the passengers 
jiarted different ways ; while my companion and I 
sallied out to inquire for the member of parlianumt. 






RODERICK RANDOM. 


25 


to whom I liad a letter of recommeTidatioii froii 
Mr. Crab. As we liad discliarged our lodf^inij; ai 
the iiiii, Strap took u]) our bap^^a^M* ami inarelied 
behind me in the street, with the kiuij)saek on his 
back, as usual, so lliat we made a very w'himsi<*aJ 
iippearanee. 1 had dressed myself to tlie greatest 
advanta^^e— tlia( is, jint on a clean laifHed shiid, and 
inv best thread stoekinjjs. ]M^ iiair, whieli was of 
the deejiest i(‘d, Inni^: (lown upon niy shouIdiTs, as 
lank and s(raif*ht as a iionnd of candles; and the 
skirts of iny coat reached to the middh* ofm\ le‘jr ; 
inv waistcoat and breeches were of the same jiiece, 
and cut in the same taste ; and my hat very much 
resembled a barber’s bason, m the shallowni*ss of 
the crown, and narrowm'ss of the brim. Straji 
w'as habited in a much less awkward manner; but 
a short crop-eared wi^ that very much resembled 
Scrub’s in the pia\, and the knaj)saek on his back, 
added to what is called aipieer j»lii/, occasioned by 
a lon^chin, hook nose, and high cheek bones, nni- 
d(‘re(l him on the wlioh* a very tit subject of mirth 
and pleasantry. As we w'alked along, Strap, at my 
desire, iiupiired of a carman, whomyNe nu't, where- 
abouts iMr. ('ringer liyed ; and yvas ansyvered by a 
stare, aeeompanied with the y\ord, “ Anun !” Cpon 
yvlijch I came up in ord<*r to ('Xplain the qiu'stion, 
but had the misfortune to be nnnitelligibh* likewise, 
ilie caiauan damning us for a l(ms\ Scotch guard, 
and wdnpi»iiig Ins hoises, with a “(Jee hoi” y^hleh 
nettled me to the (puck, and rousv d tlie indignation 
of Straj) so far, tliat, al'ler the fellow y\as gone a 
good ^^a^, he told me lie would tight him tor <t lar- 
tliing. \\’ tide we were dchhei atine upon y\ hat y\.is 
to be done, an haeknev eoaehiiiaii drning softlv 
along, and peiceixing us standing h\ the kennel, 
came up close to us, and eallnig, “ A coach, mas- 
tei I” by a dexterous inanaaeiiK nt of tlie iciiis, 
made his horses stinnhle in tlie yAet, and bedaub ns 
all ov(>r witli imut. After yviiieh < xploit, he dro^e 
on, applauding linnself with a hearty laugh, in 
yytiich seyerat j)eo])le joined, to my great morldiea- 
tion ; but one, more eonijiassionati than the re>>t, 
seeing us strangeis, ady ised me to go into an ale- 
house and dry myself. J thanked him tor Ins ad- 
X ice, w Inch 1 immediately complied yi ilh , ;md going 
into the liouse lie jiointed out, called for a jiot of 
beer, and sat doy\n by a tire in tlie public room, 
yy liere w e cleaned onrsely es as w ( 11 as w e could. In 
tlie mean time, a wag, who sat m a box, smoking 
Ins ]uj)(', umh'rslanding by oiir dialect that yye yyere 
fiom Seoll.nid, came nj> tome, and, yyiih a graye 
eoiiMtenanee, asked how long 1 hud be(*ii caught 
As 1 did not kiioyy tiie meaning of tins (piestion, 

1 made no aiisw^u' ; and lie went on, saying, it could 
not lie a great while, for my tail was not }et ent ; 
at the same time, taking hold ot my haii, and liji- 
piiig the wink to the rest of tlie eomji.niy, yylio 
S(*emed liiglily entertained with Ins wit. 1 was in- 
censed at tills usage, hut afraid of restating it, be- 
cause I happened to lie in a strange ]>laee, and ])ev- 
eeived the lu'rsou yy ho spoke to me yyas a brayyuy 
felloyy, for an bom I thought myself h\ no means a 
matcli. Iloyvever, tstra]) liaynig either more con- 
ragi', or less caution, could not ])nl np yyitli the 
insults that I sntlered ; hut t^dd him, in a peremp- 
tory tone, He yy as an nneiyil felloyy for making 
Ko tree with bis hetters.” Tlien the an it, going to- 
wards Inm, asked yy hat he had got in his knap- 
sack ? “ Is it oatmeal, or brimstone, SuNMiey ?” 

said he. seizing him by the eliin, yy hieh he shook, 
tt) the iiiexpivssilile diversion of all present. My 


conipaiiioii, feeling himself assaulted in such an 
opprobrious manner, disengaged himself in a trice, 
and lent liis antagonist such a box on tlie ear, as 
iiiadi* biin stagger to the other side of tlic room ; 
and, ill a moment, a ring yvas formed for the com- 
batants. Seeing Straji beginning to stri]), and my 
blood being heated yntli indignation, yy liieli banish- 
ed all other thoughts, T undressed mjself to tlie 
skin in an instant, and di'clared, tliat as tin* affront 
that occasioned tin* (piarrel yvas ofiered to me, J 
yyonld iiglit it out myself; iijion yvliieii one or two 
cried out, “ Tliat’s a brave Seoteli boy ; yon shall 
bayc fair play, by (i — d.” 'J’liis as'-uranee gave 
me fresli sjiints. and going ii]> to my adyersary, 
yylio, by bis pale eoiniteiianee, did not seem miieli 
inclined to the battle, I struck Iiim so hard on tlie 
stomaeli, that he reeled oyer tlie lieiieli, and fell to 
the ground. 'I'lnui I attempted to keep Iiim down, 
in order to imjiroye m\ success, according to ilie 
tiiainier of my oavu eoinitry, but yyas restrained by 
tlie s[)eetators, oni* of whom endeayonred to raise 
i[>m v opponent, but in yain ; for he jirotested lie 
yyonld not light, for In* yvas not fpiil(‘ lecosered of a 
.ate illness. I yyas yery well pleased yyitli this e\- 
“iise, and immediately dresseil myself. Laying ae- 
pnred the good o]union of the company for my 
hr.iMTV, as widl as of my comraih' Strap, w ho shook 
lie the liaiid, and wished me joy ot tlie yietory. 
After liaynig drank our jiot, and dried our clothes, 
ue in(juii(*d of tlie laiidloid if In* kiieyv Mr. ( 'i iiiper, 
he member of jiarh.imeiit. and an ere ama/i'd at liis 
|•(‘l)lyinlI mtlie mgaliyi*; lor w e iiiuignn*d. lie must, 
lie altogether a'' eonsjneumis lu're, as in the luuoiigli 
lie repiesented . hut lie told iiswi* might ])(»ssih!y 
hear ot‘ liim as yye passed along We heti/ok ('in- 
sehes, tln*rerore. to the street, yy lieie, sei'ing a foot- 
man standing at a door, yye made ii|» to him, and 
isked if In* knew whei'e our ]tation liyed*-' I'liis 
memlM*r ol“ tin* jiarty -coloured fiateriiity. suiy<‘>iiig- 
ns hotii Aery minutely, said he kneyy Mr ('I'liuer 
erv yye 1, and bade us tnni d(>yyn tin* liist stn-i't i 
nil left, llien turn to the rmlu. and tlu'ii to the lelt 
igain. after winch ]n*ramhulation yye ANOuld obsery e 
I lane, tlnoiigh which y\e miisi pass, and at the 
>thei end y\e should lind an alley that leads to an- 
nlier street, yvln'n* y\e should see the sign of the 
'riii.stle and '.riiree 1‘edl.irs. and tln*re lie lodged. 
We thanked Inm for lii.s informat.oii, and went ior- 
yvards. Strap telling nn*, that he kiu'Av this jiersoii 
to be an lionest friendly man, l\y Ins cinmti'iiane(\ 
before be opened his month; in wbieh opinum 1 
ae<|uieseed, asevilnng Ins good nuumi‘rs to the com- 
pany lie daily sayy in the honst* y\ here he seryid. 
We followed his direetioiis punetually, ni turning 
to the left and to the right, and to tin* leli ai^ani ; 
but, instead ot* seeing a lane before ns, found our- 
selAi's at the side of the river, a eireiniistaiiee tliat 
per]ile\ed us not a little; aiul my felloAv-tray eller 
y entured to pronouiiee, that an e had et*rtainly missed 
our yvay. 1\\ this time we were pretty much fa- 
tigued with our yyalk, and not knowing hoyy to 
proceed, 1 yyeiit into a tmall sinitt* shop hard by 
encouraged by the sign of the Highlander, w liere I 
found, to my inexjiressible satisfaction, the shoji- 
keeper was my eoinitry man. He yvas no sooner 
informed of onr peregrination, and the directions 
yve bad received fi-om the footman, than ho informed 
ns, yye had been imposed upon, ti'lling us, 
('ringer liyed in the other end of the town; and 
that it yyonld be to no juirpose for us to go thither 
to-daj. for bv that time he yvas gone to tlie liouse. 
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I then asked if he could reconiinend us to a lodp^- 
ing. He readily grave us a line to one of his ae- 
quaintaiicc, who kept a chandler’s shop not far from 
ISt. ISIartiii's-lane ; tliere we hired a bed-room, up 
two pair of stairs, at the rate of 2 a-. per Meek, so 
very small, that, when the bed w as let dov n, w’e 
were obliged to carry out every other j)i«*ee of fur- 
niture that belonged to the apartment, and use the 
bedstead by way of chairs. About diiiiier-tiine, 
our landlord asked us how Me proposed to live? to 
which interrogation mh- ansMcred, tliat mc would be 
directed by him. “ Well, then,” sa\she, “there 
are two w ays of eating in this town, for peojile of 
your condition — tlie one more creditable and ex- 
pensive than the oth(‘r ; the first is, to dine at an 
eating-house, frequented by well-dressed people 
only ; and the other is called diving, ])ractised by 
those who are eitluT obliged or inclined to li\e 
frugally.” I gave him to understand, that, pro- 
ided the last was not infamous, it would suit much 
better w ith our circumstances than the other. “Tn- i 
famous,” cried he, “ (iod forbid! tluTc are many 
ennlitable ])eo|)l(*, rich people, ay, and fine people, 
that dive every day. 1 have seen many a jirtdty 
gentleman, with a laced waistcoat, dine in tiiat man- 
ner very comfortably for thn*e-]ience halfpenny, 
and go afterwards to the cotVee-house, wln-re he 
made a figure with the best lord in the land; but 
your own eves shall bear witness —I will go along 
with you to-day, and iTitroduee jou.” lie aceord- 
iiigly eondueted us to a certain lane, w Jiere stop- 
])mg, die b.ide us observe liim, and do as lie did ; 
and, walking a few paces, dived into a cellar, and 
disap])eared in an in.stant. ] follow'cd his (‘xainple, 
and deseeiidmg very successfully, found mvself in 
the middle of a cook’s shop, almost snifocated Avitli 
the steams of boiled beef, and surrounded by a <*om- 
pany of Juiekney coaclmieu, chairmen, dra}nien, 
and a lew fool men out of ])lace, or on board w'ages, 
who sat eating sliin of beef, tripe, cowdioel, or sau- 
sages, at separate boards, covered with cloths which 
turned my stomach. While J stood in amaze, un- 
deteniiiiied whether to sit down or walk upwards 
again. Strap, in his descent, missing one of tlie steps, 
tumhled headlong into this intenial ordinary, ami 
overturned tlie cook, as she carried a porringer of 
.soup to om* of the guests. In her fall, she da.shed 
the w hole mess against the h'gs of a drummer, be- 
longing to tlie foot-guards, who happened to be in 
her way, and scalded him so iniserahly, that he 
started iiji, and danced up and down, uttering a 
volley of execrations, that made my hair stand on 
end. While he entertained the company in this 
manner, with an eloijneiiec peculiar to himself, the 
cook got up, and, aftrn- a hearty curse on tiie poor 
author of this misehanee, who lay under the table, 
scratching liis rump with a woful eouiitenaiiee, 
emptied a saltcellar in her band, and stripping dow n 
the patient’s stocking, whieli brought the skm along 
w ith it, apiilied the contents to the soi*e. This jioul- 
tiee was scarce laid on, when the drummer, w ho 
had begun to abate of his exclamation, broke fortli 
into such a hidisms yell, as made the whole com- 
pany tremble ; then, seizing a pewter ])int pot that 
stood by him, squeezed the sides of it togetlicr, as 
if it had been made of jiliant leather, grinding his 
teeth at the same time with a most horrible grin. 
Guessing the cause of this violent transport, 1 hade 
the woman wash off the salt, and bathe the part 
w’itli oil, wliicli she did, and procured him imme- 
diate ease. Eut here another difficulty occurred. 


w hich was no other than the landlady’s insisting on 
his paying for the pot he had rendered useless, lie 
RW'ore lie would pay for nothing hut what he had 
eaten, and hade her be thankful for iiis moderation, 
or else he would yiroseeute her for damages. Straj), 
foreseeing the whole affair would lie at his door, 
promised to satisfy the cook, and called for a dram 
of gin to treat the drummer, which entirely ap- 
peased him, and composed all animosities. After 
this iiecoinmodation, our landlord and we sat down 
at a hoard, and dint'd upon shin of beef most deli- 
eiou.sly ; our reckoning amounting to 1wo-])enec 
luilfptuiny each, bread and small beer included. 


CHAPTER XTV. 

We visit Strap’.s Friend — A l)t senption of him— His Adviee — 
We goto Sir. Cniiger's House— Aie denied Adnnltniiei — 
An Accident befalB Strap — llis llehaviom then-upon— An 
extraordinary Adventure oecurs, in tlie course ol whirl 
I lose all my Money. 

In the afternoon my companion proposed to call at 
his friend’s house, which, wc were informed, was in 
the neighbourhood; whither we accordingly went, 
and were .so lucky as to find him at home. 'This gen- 
tleman, who had come from Scotland three or '^‘biir 
years before, kejtt a school in town, where lietMiglit 
the Latin, Prench, and Italian languages : hut w hat 
he ehiefl}^ professi'd was the proimiieiatioii of the 
English tongue, after a method more speedy and un- 
common than any practised heretofore; and, indeeil, 
if his scholars spoke like their master, the latl<*r])art 
of his undertaking was certainly ])cr1onncd to a 
tittle ; for. although I could casilv understand ever} 
word of what J had heard hitlierto siuei' 1 entered 
England, three parts in four of his dialect were as 
unintelligible to me as if he bad spoKi' in Arabic or 
Irish. He was a middle-sized man, ami sloojied 
v^ery much, though not above the age of fort v ; his 
face frightfullv jiitted with tin* small-pox, and his 
mouth extended from ear to i“ar. He was dressed 
in a night-govMi of plaid, fastened about hismiddh 
with a Serjeant’s old sash, and a tie periwig, with a 
fori'-top three inches high, in the fashion of King 
('harles the Second’s reign. After he had reeen ed 
Slraj) (who Av as related to him) a cry eoiirteoiislv , 
he inquired of him w'ho 1 w as, and, iH-mg luforuu d, 
took me by the hand, lelliiig me he Avas at school 
with ni> f.itlier. WIhui Ik* understood my situation, 
he assured iiu' that lu* Aionkl do me all the ser\iee 
in his poA\er, both bv his adviee and otherwise; 
and, Avhile he s]»oke these a\ ords, eyed me Avith great 
attention, Aialkiiig round me several limes, and 
muttering, “ O Ch — st ! () ('h— st ! fiit a saight is 
here?” 1 soon guessed the reason of Ins ejacula- 
tion, and said, “ I suj>posi‘, sir, you are not ph'ased 
with my dress?” “Dress,” answered he, “you 
may eaal it fat \ou please in vour eountrv, hut J 
vaw' to (lad, ’tis a masipierade here. No ('hristian 
will admit such a figure into his hawse. Ujioii iny 
conscience I I av under the dogs did not liunt you. 
Did you pass through St. .James’s market ? God 
bless my c} e-saight ! you look like a coiisin-gennau 
of Ouran Outang.” — J began to be a litile .serious 
at this diseoursi*, and asked him if he thought I 
should obtain entrance to-morrow at the house of 
Mr. (Tinger, on whom 1 chiefly depended for an 
introduction into business. “Mr. (Wringer, Mr. 
C’ringer,” replied he, seratehing his cheek, “mav 
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be a very honest gentleman —I know notliing to th( 
contrary ; hut is your sole dependence upon him 
Who reeommeiuied you to him?” T pulled on 
Mr. (Jrab’s letter, and told him the foundation o1 
my liopes ; at which he stared at me, and repeated 
‘^ ( ’|,__f,t I” I began to conceive bad onuuis from 
this behaviour of his, and begged he would assist 
me with his advice, which he jiroinised to give me 
Irankly ; and, as a specimen, directed us to a peri- 
wig warehouse in the neighbonrhood, in order to 
be accommodated ; laying strong injunctions on me 
not to appear betbrc Mr. ('ringer till I had parted 
with these carroty locks, which he said were suffi- 
cient to beget ail antipathy against me in all man- 
kind. And, as we were going to pursue this 
advice, lie ealletl me hack, and hade me be sure to 
deliver my Icttm* into Mr. ('ringer’s own hand. As 
we walked along Strap trium jibed greatly in our 
reception w'ith Ins friend, wlio, it seems, had assured 
him he would, m a day or two, provide lor him wnth 
some good master ; and “ Now says he, “ you shall 
sec how 1 shall lit }ou with a wdg. Ther<*’s ne’er 
a barlicr in J^ondon, and that's a bold word, can 
jialm a rotten caul, or a jKMinywcight of dead hair 
upon me.” AikK indeed, this zealous adherent did 
wrangU' so long vith the merchant that he was de- 
sired twenty times to leave the shoj), and s(‘c if he 
could g(‘l one cheajier elsewhere. At length I 
made choice of a good handsome hob, for which 1 
j)jid ten shillings, and returned to our lodging, 
where Straj* in a moment rid me of that hair which 
had giVvMi the schoolmaster so much oflence. 

We got iij) next da> betimes, having been in- 
formed that Mr. ('ringer gave audience by caiidle- 
hglit to all his dejiendants, lie liimself being obliged 
to attend tlie levei* of iii) Lord dVrrier at break of 
dav ; because his lordshiji made one at the mmi- 
stm's between eight and nine o'chx'k. When we 
came to Mr. (’ringer's door, Straji, to give me an 
instance of his jiohteness, ran to the knocker, 
which he enijiloved so loud and so long that la* 
alarmed the whole street; and a window' ojieniiig 
in the second storv of tin* next house, a cliamlxT- 
]iot was discharged ujmn him so successfully that 
the ])oor barber was wet to the skin, while I, being 
luckily at some distance, escajied the unsavour> 
deluge. In the mean time a footman ojiening the 
door, and s<*eing nobody in the str*a*t hut us, asked 
with a stem countenance if it was 1 w ho made such 
a d -ned noise, and what I wanted? I told him J 
had Inisiiiess with his master, whom I desired to 
see. I’pon which he clapjKMl the door in my face, 
telling me I nm.st harn better manners before I 
could have ac<*ess to his master. Vexed at this 
disajifioiiitment, I turned my resentment against 
Straj), whom 1 sharj»l\ rejirimanded for his pre- 
bunijition ; hut lie, not in tlie least regarding what 
I said, wrung the urine out of his periwig, and, 
lifting u]) a large stone. Hung it witli such force 
against the street door of that lioiise from whence 
he had been bedewed, that the lock giving way, it 
llew' wide open, and he took to his heels, leaving 
me to follow him as I could. Indeed Ihm-e was no 
time for deliberation ; I therefore pursued him with 
all the speed I could exert, until we found ourselves 
about the dawn in a street we did not know. 
Jlerc, as w'e w^andcred along gaping about, a very 
decent sort of a man passing by me, stopped of a 
sudden, and took up something, which having ex- 
amined, he turned and presented it to me with these 
^ords; “Sir, you liave drojipedhalf-a-crown.” Iwas , 


not a little surprised at -this instance of honesty, 
and told him it did not belong to me ; but he bade 
mo recollect, and see if all my money was safe ; 
upon w hich 1 juilled out my purse (for 1 had bought 
one since 1 came to town), and reckoning my money 
in my hand, w'hieh w'as now reduced to five guineas 
seven shillings and twopence, assured him I had 
lo.sl nothing. “ Well, then,” says he, “ so much the 
better — this is a godsend ; and, as you two were 
jirescnt w hen I picked it up, you are entitled to 
eipial shares with me.” I was astonished at these 
words, and looked upon this person to he ajirodigy 
of integritv, but absolutely refused to take any 
part of the sum. “ Come, gentlemen,” said he, 
“ jou are loo modest — 1 see you are strangers ; but 
you shall give me leave to treat you wdtli a wliet 
this cold raw moniiiig.” T would have declined 
this invitation, hut Straj) whispered to me that the 
gentleman would he affronted, and 1 complied. 
“Where shall we go?” said the stranger, “ 1 am 
piite ignorant of this jiart of the towm.” I informed 
liini tliat wo were in the same situation: upon 
xvhieh lie proposed to go into the first public-house 
we should find ojien ; and, as we walked logether, 
he began in tliis manner : “ J find by your tongues 
von are from Scotland, gentlemen. My grand- 
mother hv the fatli(*r's side was of your country ; 
ind 1 am so ]>re|X)ssessed in its favour that 1 never 
meet a Scotchman hnt my heart warms. The Scots 
ire a very brave people. There is scarce a great 
family in the kingdom that cannot boast of some 
exjiloits jierforined by its ancestors manv linndred 
vears ago. 'riiere’s your J foiiglasses, Cordons, 
Canijihcll.s, Jlamiltons. AVe have no such ancient 
[amilies h<*rt‘ in Kngland. Then yon are all very 
well educated. 1 have known a iiedlar talk in 
Jreek and Hebrew, as w'ell as if they had hei'ii his 
no! her tongue. And, for honi‘sty, I once had a 
servant, liis name was Cregory JMaegregor: I would 
have trusted hiiii w itli untold gold.” — h'his cnloginm 
m my iiativi* country gained iny’^ affection so 
strongly that 1 believe 1 could have gone to death 
'(> serve the author; and Straji's e^es swam in 
ears. At length, as we passed through a dark 
larrow lane, we jicreeived a jiiihlie-house, which 
wc entered, and found a man sitting by the lire 
smoking a ])i|K‘, with a ])iiit of purl before him. 
)iir new aeijuaintaiiee asked us if ever ve had 
frank egg-thj)? To which (jiiestion we answering 
11 the iiegatn^e, he assured us of a regale, and 
mdered a ijiiart to he prepared, calling for ])ipes 
iiid tobacco at the saim* time. AVe found this com- 
position very palatable, and drank heartily ; the 
•oiiversatioii, which was iiitrodiici‘d hv the gentle- 
man, turning njion the snares that young imex- 
lerieneed peoph* an* exposed to in this metropolis. 
He described a thousand cheats that are daily 
practised ujpon the ignorant and unwary; and 
warned us of them with so much gipod nature and 
•oneern, that we blessed tlie ojuiort unity which 
brew ns in his w ayx After we had put the can 
about for some tinu*, our new' friend began to yawrn, 
elling ns he had been n]> Jill night with a sick per- 
;on ; and j)ro})osed we should have recourse to some 
diversion to keep him awake. “ Suppose,” said he, 

‘ w e should take a hand at whist for ])astiine. But 
et me see, that xvon’t do, there’s only three of us ; 
ud I cannot play at any other game. The truth 
■ 1 , 1 seldom or never play, hut out of complaisance, 

•c at such a time as this, when 1 am in danger of 
ailing asleep.” Although 1 was not much inclined 
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to gaming, I felt no aversion to j)ass an lioiir or 
t^o at cards with a friend ; and knowing that Strap 
understood as much of the matter as J, made no 
scruple of saying, “ T wish we eoiild find a fourth 
hand.” While we were in this perj)le\ity, the per- 
son whom w^e found in tlie houst* at our entrance 
overhearing our discourse, took the j)i])e from his 
mouth very gravely, and accosted us thus : “ (ieii- 
tlemcn, my pipe is out, you see (shaking the aslies 
into the fire), and rather than you should he baulked, 
T don’t care if 1 take a hand with a on for a trifle ; 
but remember I won’t ])la\ for an v tiling of conse- 
quence.” We aec<‘pted this jirotfer w ith jileusure. 
Having cut for partners, it fell to my lot to ])lay 
with liim against our friend and Strap, for three- 
pence a game. We Av<*re so sueei'ssfiil, that, in a 
short time, J v'as half-a-crown gainer ; when the 
gentleman whom avc had met in the street ohstaa- 
ing he had no luck to-day, proposed to leave* off, or 
change partners lly this time I was intlamed Avitli 
my good fortune and the expectation of inijiroNing 
it, as I perceived tlie two strangers played but in- 
differently. Therefore, I v Ued for giving him his 
revenge; and, eutting again, Stnij) and I, to our 
mutual satisiaction, happened to be ])artners. My 
good fortune attended me still ; and in less than an 
hour we had got thirty shillings of' tlu'ir moncA ; 
for, as they lost, they grcAv^ the keener, and doubled 
stakes ever) timi*. At kist the inconstant goddess 
liegan to veer about ; and Ave Avere A^erv soon 
stripped of all our gains, and about forty shillings 
of our OAvn money. Tliis loss mortified me ex- 
tremely, and had a \isihle ett'eet on the muschxs of 
Strap’s face, Avhieli lengthened afiaee ; hut our aii- 
lagouists perceiving our eoiiditioii. Kindly jiermitfed 
us to ndncAc our loss, and console ourst‘l\es with 
a new acijiiisition. 'flien 1113^ companion \iisely 
sngg(‘sted it Avas time to be gone; upon A^hieh the 
person A^dK) had joined us m the house began to 
curse the cards, and muttered tliat Ave Avere indebted 
to fortune only for Avliat we had gof, no part of our 
sueee.’ss being oxving to our good lilay. This in- 
sinuation iielfled me so miieli, that 1 ehallenged 
him to a game of piipiet ft»r a crown ; and he was 
with diflieiilty ])ersuaded to accept the invitation. 
This contest ended in less than an hour, to niA in- 
expressible affliction, A\ ho lost e\ery sliilling of 1113 
own money, Straj) absolutely refusing to snjijily me 
with a sixpence. The gentleman, al w hose reqiu'st 
A\'e had come in, perceiving, by niy disconsolate 
looks, the situation of iny hear!, A\hieh aacII mgh 
hursted Avitli grief and resentment, when the other 
stranger got up and went away AAith my moncA, 
began in tiiis manner: “T am truly atflieted at 
your bad luck, and Avould willingly repair it, was if 
in my power. Hut Avhat in the name of goodness 
could proA'oke you to teinjit 30111’ fate so long ? If 
is alAvays a maxim AA’ith gaiiiesfers to pursue suc- 
cess as far as it will go, and to slop Aiheiiever for- 
tune shifts about. You are a young man, and 3'our 
passions too impetuous ; yon must learn to govern 
them better. iioAvever, there is no experience like 
that w'hich is bought ; you will he the lietter for 
this the longest day you have to live. As for the 
fellow w ho has got your money, 1 ilon’t half like 
him. J )id not you observe me tip 3 ou the aa ink to 
leave off' in time?” I answered, “ No.” “ No,” 
continued he, “ 3011 was too eager to mind any thing 
hut the game. Rut harkee,” said he, in a Avdiisjier, 
•‘arc you satisfied of that 30ung man’s lionesty ? 
his looks are a little suspicious ; but I may he mis- 


taken ; lie made a great many grimaces while he 
stood behind 3’ou ; this is a very w icked town.” 1 
told him 1 was very well eonvmeed of my comrade’s 
integrit3% and that tlie grimaces he mentioned were 
donldless {»wing to his anxiety at 1113’ loss. “ Oho! 
if that he the ease, I ask liis pai’don. Jaindlord, 
see A\ hat's to pay.” — d’lie reekoiiiiig amounted to 
eigliteen-penee, which having discharged, the gen- 
tleman shook us both by the hand, and, saying he 
should he Aery glad to see us again, departed. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Strap moralizes— Presents lus Pinse to mo — AVo inform our 
Jamdlord ol my Misfoituiio— Ho imiavols llio Mjstc'iy — 
1 piosoiit mysoll lo — Ho looomiiioiids and mo 

o\oi to Ml Slavta])o — 1 liooomo .loriu.iiiilod illi a t’ollow 
Hoptndanl, who o\j)laiiis tlio Cliaiaotois ol Cinr’i'i nnd 
Slav tapo— And iiifoims mo of tlio Mt'thod to [lo [luisuod at 
tlio iSav> OHioo and Surf^oons’ itall— Strap is omjdojod. 

In our way to our lodging, afh'r a profound silence 
on both sides, Stiaj), Avith a hideous groan, ohservod, 
that we had brought our pigs fo a fine niarkof. 'i’o 
this observation i made no reply ; and he went on, 
“(lod send ns well out of' this place: we Inivi* not 
he(‘n in lanulon (‘ightand i'ortv hours, and I believe 
AV’c liaA'e met witli eiglit and forty thousand misfor- 
tnne‘«. — AVi* have hemi jeered, reproached, hiiffeled, 
pissed iqioii, and at last striiqied of our nioix'V' : 
and I sn])])ose hv and hv Aie shall he strijijied of our 
skins.— indeed, as lo tin* inon(‘3 jiart of it, that was 
owing to our own folly ; Solomon sav s, liKtii a Jon! 
/// a nioi f(n\ (f/id hv will nvivr hv n isv. Ah! Cod 
helji us, an ounce of jiriideiiee is worth a pound t)f 
gold.” 'This was no finu* for him to tamper vs ith my 
dis]K)sition. already mad vsilli m3 loss, and inlhiined 
with reseiitmenl against inm for liav ing refused me 
a fifth* nionev to attempf to refnevi* it. 1 iheref'ore 
turned toAsards him Asith a stern conntenanee. and 
asked, who he e:dl(*d f’ool ? Heing altogeth(*r un- 
aeeustoiiied to such looks from im*, lu* stood still, 
and stared in my face f'or some time ; then, Avitli 
some eoiifiision, nlti'n'd, “ Fool ! 1 called nohodA 
fool hut myself; 1 am sure I am tlu* greatest I’ool 
of the two, for heing so inueli eoneeined at other 
p(*oph*’s misfortunes; hut uvuk* oninihii.s hons siipil — 
that’s all that’s all.” Upon w Inch a silence ensued, 
th.'it brought us to our h)dging, vs here I llnew mv- 
self upon the bed in an agonv of desj)air, resolved 
to perish rather tlian a])pl3’ to 1113 eomj)ainon, or 
an3 other ho(l3,for relief’; hut Strap, who kni*vs 1113 
temjKT, and as hose heart hied Avithin him at my 
distiess, after some j)anse came to the hedsuh*, and, 
putting a lealli(*rn purss* into 1113 hand, hurst into 
ts*ars, crying, “ J knoAv Ashat aou think ; hut 1 scorn 
3 o'lr thoughts, 'rhere’s all I have in tlu* world; 
take it, and I’ll perhaps g(*l mon* f'or 3011 lief'on* that 
1)(* done. If not, J'll beg for 3011, steal f'or you, go 
through the wide world with 3011, and starva* with 
3*011 ; for though I he a ])Oor cobbler’s son, I am no 
scout.” I was so touched with the generous passion 
of this ])oor creature, that 1 could not r(*f'raiii from 
Aseeping also; and we mingled our tears together 
for some time. I ^pon examining the pm se, I found 
in it two half guineas and lialf-a-erovvn, which I 
Avould huAX* returneil to him, saying, he knew^ better 
than I hoAv to manage it ; hut lu* absolutely refused 
my ])roposal, and told me, it wais more r(*asoiiahle 
and decent that he should depend upon me as ho was 
a gentleman, than that I should be controlled by him. 
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Aftor this friendly contest was over, and our 
niind-; more ut ease, we informed ipur landlord of 
what had happened to us, takiii^^ care to conceal tlie 
extremity to which we were reduced, lie no sooner 
lieard llie stor}, l!»an lu* assured us we had been 
grievously im])osed upon by a eoui)le of sliarpers, 
w'lio were associates ; and that this polite, honest, 
IViendly? liuiuam* person, who had tieated us so 
civilly, 'was no other than a rascally nuuiey- 
flro])pei, wdio made* it his business to decoy stranf>ers 
that manner to om* of his own haunts, where 
an aecoinpliee or two were always W'aitirifjj to assist 
jnlla^iii^’ the jirey he had run down. Here 
the j;ood man n^couiitcal a ^reat many stories of 
p(*o])le wdio had been seduced, cheated, jiilfered, 
beat, nay e\eu murdered by such villains. J vias | 
confouud(‘d at the artifice and wickedness of man- | 
kind ; and Strap, liftinjj: up his <‘}es and hands to I 
heaven, jiraved that (iod would deliver him from j 
sueli scenes of ini(puty for surely the devil lia<l set 
up his tlirone iii Loudon. Our landlord bcin^ 
curious to know what reception we had met w 1th at 
IMr. C'iin;;er’s, we acipiainted him with the }»arti- 
cnlars ; at which he shook his head, and told us, we 
had not ^oin' the ri»bt way to work ; that there was 
notliinj; to be doiu' with a mmnber of jiailiament 
without a brih(* ; that the servant was commonly 
inlecb'd witli tin* master's disease, and expected to 
he paid for bis w'ovk, as well as his betters, lie 
tlieu'fori' ad\ isisl me to pjve the footman a shilliiptr 
the next time I should desin* ailmittanci* to iiiv 
jiatron, or els<* I sliould scarce lind an opjiortiinity 
to deliver my h'tter. Aceordiniily, next uiorniiie, 
wliiMi th<‘ door was ojiened, I sbpjied a shilling into 
In'- hand, and told liiiu I had a letter for Jiis master. 

1 found the good etfeets of my liberaiitj ; for the 
fellow let me in iuiniediatel\ , and taking the letter 
out of my hand, desired me to wait in a kind of 
passage for an answer. Jn tliis plac(‘ I lanitiuued 
standing for three (piarters of an hour, during 
which time 1 saw a great many young fellows, 
whom I formerly knew' in Seothnid, p.iss and 
rejiass, ith an air of f.unihanty , in their way to and 
from the audience ehainher ; vihile I y\as fain to 
stand shi\ Cling in the cold, and turn my hack to 
them, tliat they might not ])creeive the lowness of 
my condition. At lengtli Mr. ('ringer came out to 
see a young gmitleniaii to the door, who was no 
other than Sipiire (Liwky, dressed in a very gay 
suit of clothes. Al parting, Mr. ( 'ringer shook liim 
hv the liaiid, and told him he Iiojicd to hav'c the 
pleasure of Ids coni])any at dinner, then turning 
ahout tow ards me, asked wliat were my commands? 
When lie understood I was the ])crs(ui a\1io had 
brought the letter from Mr. ('rah, lie affected to 
recollect my name, which, liowcvcr, he jiretended 
he could not do, till lie had consulted the letter 
again ; to save him that trouble, 1 told him my name 
was llandom. Lpon which he went on, “ Ay, ay, 
Jtandom, Ihindoni, Ihindom — I think I reuieinlier 
the iiaim*;" and very w'cll he might, for this very 
individual INfr. ('ringer liad many' a time rode before 
my' grandfather’s eloakliag in (iiiality of a footman. 

“ W(*ll.” says he, “you projiosc to go on hoard a 
man of war, as surgi'oii's mute.” I re])Iied by a 
loAV bow. “ I believe it y\ill lie a diflleult matter,” 
continued he, “ to [iroeiire a warrant, there being 
already such a sw arm of Scotch surgeons at the 
Navy Oliiee, in expectation of the next vacancy', 
that the commissioners are afraid of lieing torn to 
pieces, andufiavc actually applied for a guard to 


I protect them. However, some ships will soon be 
I put ill eommissiou, and then we shall see -what’s to 
j be done.” So saying, ho left me exceedingly nior- 
! tilled at the dilfc'rent rec 'ption Mr. (iawky and I 
' had met with from this upstart, proud, mean 
I inmuher, y^ho, I imagined, would have been glad 
[ of an opportunity to he grateful for the obligations 
j he ow'cd to my family. 

At my' return, 1 was suriirised with tlie agreeable 
news of Strap’s being employ ed, on tlie reeoiimumda- 
tioii of his iVimid the schoolmaster, by a periwig- 
j maker in the neighbourhood, who allowed him 
five sliilliiigs per week, besides bed and board. I 
continued to dance attendance every other morning 
at tlie le\ee of JMr. (Iriiiger, during a fortnight, in 
which tune I heeame aeijiiainted with ayoung fellow 
of my own country and profession, who also de- 
pended on the meinher's interest; but 'W' as treated 
w ith much more respect than J,l)oth by the servants 
and master, and often admitted into a jiarlour, where 
there was a fire, for the convenience of the better 
sort of thos(‘ w ho waited for him. Thither I W'as 
never permitted to ]»enetrate, on aeeouut of my 
appe.iramax which was not at ail fashionable: but 
was obliged to stand blowing my fingers in a cold 
lobby, and take the first opportunity of Mr. (.'ringer’s 
going to the door to sjteak yvitli liim. One day', 
while 1 enjoy id this occasion, a ])crson was iiilro- 
duced, whom .Mr. ('ringer no sooner saw, than, 
nniiiing towards him, be saluted him with a bow' to 
the very ground, and afterwards shaking liim by the 
Iiand with great heartiness and familiarity, ealh'd 
liim his gooil ft lend, and asked very kindly' after 
.Mrs. Stay tape, and the young ladies ; then, after a 
w liispcr yi Ineli eontimied some minutes, wherein I 
o\(*rheard the word lianoui repeated several tunes 
with great emphasis, Mr. ('ringer introduced me to 
this gentleman, as to a jierson wliose ad\iee and 
assistance I might depend upon, and haviiig given 
me his direction, followed me to tlie door, where ho 
told me. I need not gi\e myself the trouble to call 
at Ills bouse any more, for Mr. Stay tape would do 
my biiMiiess. At that instant my fellow dependant 
eoiiiiiig out after me, overbeaid the discourse of 
Mr. ('ringer, and making u]) to me in the street, 
accosted me verv civilly. 'J'bis address 1 looked 
upon as no small honour, eousidi'ring the figure lie 
inudi‘ ; for be was dressed in a blue frock with a 
gold button, a green silk y^aistc()at irimmed with 
gold, black M‘l\ct breeches, white silk stockings, 
silver buckles, a gold-laeed hat, a Spencer wig, 
and a silver-liilted hanger, AMth a fine clouded cam* 
in his hand. “I perceiM*,” says he, “you are but 
lately come from Scotland; j>ray wliat may your 
business AMth JMr. ('riiigm- he? 1 sup])osc it is no 
secret- and 1 mav ])ossiidy' giA'i* y on some advice 
that may be serviceable; for 1 ha\e been surgeon’s 
second mate on hoard of a scA'inity -gun shiji, and 
eoiiscipiently knoAV a good deal of the world.” I 
made no scruple to iliselose my situation, Avhich 
Avheii he had learned, he shook his bead, and told 
me lie lead been ])retty mueli in the seme eiremii- 
stanees about a year ago; that he had relied on 
Cnnger's ])romises, until his money'' (Avhieh was 
considerable), as A\ell as his credit, was quite ex- 
hausted ; ;ind when he wrote to his relations for a 
fresh sujqily, instead of money, he received nothing 
hut reproaches, and the epithets of “idle,” “de- 
hauehed felloAv that, after he had Avaited at the 
Navy OlTieo many months for a w'arrant, to no 
purpose, he was fain to pawn some of his clothes. 
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which raised a small sum, wherewith he bribed tb 
secretary, who soon j)rocurt*d a warrant for him. 
notwithstanding he had affirmed the same day, that 
there was not one vacancy : that he Iiad gone on 
board, where he remained nine months; at the end 
of which the ship was put oul of commission ; and 
he said the company were to be paid off in Eroad- 
street the very next day : that liis relations, being 
reconciled to him, had charged him to pay his 
devoirs regularly to Mr. Gririger, who had in- 
formed them by letter that his interest alone had 
procured the warrant ; in obedience to which com- 
mand, he came to his levee every morning as I 
saw, though he looked upon him to be a very pitiful 
scoundrel. In conclusion, he asked me if J had 
yet passed at Surgeons’ Hall ? To which (piestion 
I answered, I did not so much as know it was 
necessary. “ hlecessary!” cried he, “O Lord, () 
Lord ! 1 find 1 must instruct yon — come along 
with me, and I’ll give you some information about 
that matter.” So saying, he carried me into an , 
alehouse, where he called for some beer, and bread 
and cheese, on which we breakfasted. While we i 
sat in this place, he told me 1 must first go to the | 
Navy Office, and write to the board, desiring them 
to order a letter for mo to the Surgeons’ Hall, that 
I might be examined touching my skill in surgery : 
that the surgeons, after having examined me, , 
would give me my qualification sealed up in form ' 
of a letter directed to the commissioners, which 
qualification 1 must deliver to the secretary of tlu 
hoard, who w'ould open it in iny presence, and rea<l 
the contents. After which T must employ my 
interest to he provided for as soon as possible. That 
the expense of this qualification, for second mate 
of a third rate, amounted to thirteen shillings, 
exclusive of the warrant, which cost him lialf a 
gninca and half a crown, besides the present to the 
secretary, which consisted of a thrcc-pound-twelve 
piece. This calculation was like a lliunderliolt to 
me, whose whole fortune did not amount to twehe 
shillings. I accordingly made him acquainted with 
this part of my dLstress, after having thanked him 
for his information and advice. He condoled me 
on this occasion; hut bade me be of good cheer, 
for he had conceived a friendship for me, and 
would make all things easy. He avus run out at 
present, but to-morrow or next day he was certain 
of receiving a considerable sum, of which he w ould 
lend me what would be sufficient to answer my 
exigencies. This frank declaration pleased me so 
much, that T pulled out my purse, and emptied it 
before him, begging him to take what he jileascd 
for pocket expense, until he should rcceivt his 
own money. With a good deal of pressing he w as 
prevailed upon to take five shillings, telling me 
that he might have what money he w anted at any 
time for the trouble of going into the city ; hut as 
he had met with me, he would defer his going 
thither till to-morrows when I should go along with 
him, and he would put me in a way of acting for 
myself, without any servile dependence on that 
rascal Cringer, much less on the lousy tailor to 
whom I heard him turn you over. “ llow,” cried 
I; “is Mr. Staytape a tailor?” “No less. I’ll 
assure jou,” answered he; “and, I confess, more 
likely to serve you than the member; for, provided 
you can entertain him wdth politics and conundrums, 
you may have credit with him for as many and 
as rich clothes as you please. 1 told him, I was 
utterly ignorant of both, and so incensed at Cringer’s 


usage, that 1 w'ould never set foot within his dcor 
again. Afte^a good deal more conversation, my 
new' acquaintance and J parted, having made an 
appointment to meet the next day at the same 
place, in order to set out for the city. 1 went 
immediately to Strap, and related every thing 
wliicli had happened ; but he did not at all approve 
of iny being so foiward to lend money to a stranger, 
especially as wc had already been so much imposed 
upon by apjiearauees. “ 1 lowever,” said he, “ if you 
are sure he is a Scotchman, 1 believe you are sale.” 


CHAPTER XVr. 

My new Acquaintance breaks an Appointment — I proceed 
by myself to the N.ivy Olhee— - Addiess nnself toaPeison 
there, who assists me with his Advice— Wiite to the Iloaid 
— They grant me a Letter to the Surgeons at the Hall — 
Am inlormcd of the Lean’s Name and Character — Find 
him — He makes me his Conlident in an Amour — Desires 
me to pawn my Linen, for Ins OeiMsioms — I recover what 
I lent him — Some eunons Obsei wiiions of Strap on tliat 
Occasion — Ills Vanit>. 

N the morning I rose and w'ent to tlie ])laee of ren- 
iezvous, w here 1 waited two hours in vain ; and was 
50 exasperated against him for breaking his ap- 
lointinent, that 1 set out lor the city 1)\ m}sell“, in 
lopes of finding thi' villain, and being revenged on 
im for his breaen of promise. At lenglb I 1‘ound 
-jy.self at the Navy ( )fiiee, winch I enliTcd, and saw 
crowds of young fillows walking below, nian^ of 
whom math* no better a])i)earanee than myself. I 
consulted the jibN'siognoiny of each, and at last 
made up to one wliose coiiiitenanet* 1 liked; and 
asked if lie could instruct me in the form of the 
letter wliieh was to be sent to the hoard, to obtain 
an order for examination, lie an.sw’cred me in 
broad Seoteh, tliat he w'ould sliow' me the copy of 
Avliat he iiad writ for himself, b\ tlie direetion of 
anotherw'bo knew' tlie form; and accordingly pulled 
It out of liis poekei for niy ])i‘riisal ; and told me 
that, if I was expeditior.s, I might send it, in to tin* 
board before diniK'r, for they did no business in the 
afternoon. lli‘ then went with mo to a eotfeehonse 
hard by, where I wrote tlie letter, hieli was im- 
mediately delivered to the messenger; who told me 
I might exjieet an order to-morrow about the same 
time. Having transacted this piece of hnsiness, 
my miiul w as a good ileal eonqiosed ; and as 1 met 
w'lth so miieh civility from this .stranger, 1 desired 
further aequaintanei' with him, j'ully resolved, how- 
ever, not to he deei*ived by him so much to niy 
prejudice as I had been hy the beau. He agreed 
to dine with me at the cook's sliop which J fre- 
quented ; and on our way thither, earned me to 
(Uiange, where 1 was in some hopes of finding 
Mr. Jackson (for that was tlie name of tin* pensoii 
Avho bud broke his a])p{)mtmen1). I sought him 
there to no pnrpo.se, and on oiir way toward.s the 
other end of the towm, imjiarted to my companion 
his behaviour towards me. Upon which, he gave 
me to understand, that he was no strangiT to the 
name of Beau Jackson (so he was called at the 
Navy Offi<*e), although he did not know him per- 
sonal!} ; that he had the character of a goodnatiired 
careless fellow, who made no scruple of borrowing 
from any body that would lend ; that most people 
who knew him believed he had a good principle at 
bottom ; but liis extravagance was such, he would 
prohahlv never have it in his power t^nanifest the 



RODERICK RANDOM. 


.31 


honesty of his intention. This account made mo 
sweat fbr my five shillinf?s, w hich T nevertheless did 
not altogether (lesj)air of recovering, provided 1 
could find out the debtor. This young man like- 
wise added another circumstance of squire Jack- 
son’s history, which was, that being destitute of all 
means to equip liimself for sea, when he received 
his last w'arrant, he had been recommended to a 
person who lent him a little money, after he had 
sigf^'d a MO 11 and power, entitling that person to lift 
his waj^es M'hen they should become due, as also to 
inherit Ids effects in case of his death. That he was 
still under the tutorage and direction of that gentle- 
man, who advanced him small sums fi’om time to 
time uj)on his security at the rate of 50 per cent. 
But at present his credit was vt*ry low, because his 
funds would do little more than pay M'hat he had 
already received, this moderate interest included. 
After the stranger (whose* name was Thomson) had 
entertained nu* M'ith this account of .lackson, he 
infonned me that he himself had passed for third 
mate of a third rate, about four months ago ; since 
wddeh time, he had constantly attended at the Navy 
Office in ho|)e of a warrant, having beeti assured 
from the bi‘ginning, both by a Scotch member and 
one of the commissioners to whom the member 
recommended him, th:it he should be put into the 
first vacancy ; notw ithstanding Avhieh juomise, he 
had the mortifieatjon to see six or seven apjiointed 
to the same stjdioii almost every Meek ; tliat now, 
b(‘ing utterly impoverished, his sole hope consisted 
in the ju'ornise of a friend lately come to town, to 
lend him a small matter, for a j)resent to the secre- 
tary, without Mhieh he was persuaded he might 
M'ait a thousand >ears to no |)urj)ose. I conceived 
a mighty liking for this }oun^' fellov^, which, T be- 
lieve, jiroceeded fiom the similitude of our fortunes. 
AVe spent the whole day together; and, as he liv'cd 
at AA’apping, 1 desired him to take a share of my 
bed. Next day we returned to the Navy Office, 
where, after being called before the board, and 
(piestioned about the place of my nativity and edu- 
cation, they ordered a letter to be made out for me, 
M'hieh, upon jiaying half a crown to the clerk, I 
received, and delivered into tin* hands of the eleik 
at {Surgeons' Hall, together with a shilling for his 
trouble in registering my name. By this time my 
whole stock was diminished to two shillings, and I 
saw not the least prospect of relief, even foi’ ju’esent 
subsistence, much less to enable me to pay the fees 
at Surgeons’ hall for my examination, which would 
come on in a fortnight. Jn tliis state of jierplexity, 

J consulted Stra]), who assuri*d me, he would ]>avvn 
(‘Very thinglu* hadinthe w orld, e\ en tohis razors, be- 
fore I should want. Rut this expedient J absolutely 
rejected, telling him, I would a thousand timesrather 
list for a soldier, of w hich 1 had some thoughts, than 
Ije any long(*r a burden to him. At the w ord soldier, 
he grew pale as d(‘ath, and bt^gged, on his knees, 1 
would think no more of that scheme. “ God pre- 
K(‘rv(‘ us all in our right wits !” cried be, “ w'ould 
you tum soldier, and perhajis be sent abroad against 
the Spaniards, where jou must stand and be shot 
at like a woodcock? — ll(‘aven keep cold lead out of 
my carcass ! and let me die in a bed liki* a (’hris- 
tian, as all my forefathers leave done. AVhat signifies 
all the riches and honours of this life, if oue enjoys 
not content ? And, in the m*xt, there is no respect 
of persons. Better be a poor honest barber with a 
good conscience, and time to rep(‘nt of my sins u|>on 
my death-bed, than be cut off (God bless us) b\ a 


musket shot, as it were in the very flower of one’s 
age, in the pursuit of riches and fame. What sig- 
nify riches, my dear friend ? do not they make 
unto themselves wings? as the wise man saith 
and does not Horace observe, Non 'Umius nt fun-- 
du% non erns arerrus el aur?\ yKfjroio dommi dvduxit 
corporc fvhrcs^ Non animo citrasi^ J could morcov’^er , 
mention many other sayings in contempt of riches, . 
both from the Bible and oilier good books ; but, as ' 
1 know yon are not very fond of those things, I shall 
only assure y ou that, if you take on to he a soldier, 

I will do the same ; and then if we should both be 
slain, you will not only have your own blood to 
answer for, hut mine also ; and peradvTnture the 
lives of all those whom we shall kill in battle. 
Therefore, 1 pray you, consider w hether you wull 
sit down contented with small things, and share the 
fruitsofinv’^ industry in peace, till Brovidence shall 
send better tidings; or, by your despair, plunge 
both our souls ami bodies ink) everlasting perdition, 
which God of his infinite meiey forbid.” 1 could 
lot help smiling at this harangue, which was de- 
livered with great earnestness, the tears standing 
in his eyes all the time ; and promised to do nothing 
of that sort without his consent and concurrenee. 
lie was much comlbrted witli this declaration ; and 
told me in a few day’s lu* should receive a week's 
wages, which should he at my service; hut advdsed , 
me, in the mean time, to go in ipiest of Jai*kson, 
and iVv^over, if juissible, wliat he had borrowed of 
me. J accordingly trndtred about from one end of 
the town to the other for several day s, witliout being 
able to learn anv thing certain concerning him : 
and, one day, being extremely hiingiT, and allured 
by the steams that rc'galed inv’ nostrils from a boil- 
ing cellar, 1 went down witli an intention to gratify 
my' apj)(‘tite M’ith tMo-p(mnywoilli of beef ; when, 
to my no sninll surprise, 1 found Mr. Jackson sitting 
at dinner with a footman. He no soc'.ner pereeiv'cd 
me than he got up and shook me by' the hand, say- 
he v\;is gl id to s(>e me, for he intended to 
have called at my lodgings in the afternoon. 1 
was Sowell j)leased with tliis ivnconlre, and the 
apologies he made Jbr not k(''q>iiig liis aiipointnumt, 
that 1 forgot niy resentment, and sat down to dinner, 
with the happy evjieetation of not only r(‘eovering 
my’ own money lu’fore we should part, hut also of 
rea])ing the henrlit of his promise to hnid me m here- 
withal to jiass examination ; and this hope my 
sanguine eonijilexion suggested, though the account 
Thomson gave me of him ought to liave moderated 
my expectation. When we had feasti’d snnqUnonsly’, 
he took his leave of the footman, anebadjourned m ith 
me to an ahdiouse hard b_v, wlu*re, after shaking 
me by the Innid again, be bi'gan thus: ‘"I suppose 
ymu think me a sad dog, Mr. Kaiuhnn, and 1 do 
confess tlint a]>])earances art* against me. But 1 dare 
say you will forgive me, when I tell you, my not 
coming at tlu' time aiqiointc'd was owing to a per- 
emptory m(‘ssagt‘ 1 reeeivn'd from a certain lady, 
wliom, harkee, (hut this is a great sc'cret,) I am to 
marry' very soon. You think this strange, perhaps, 
but it is not less true for all that — a five thousaud 
pounder, I'll assure you, besides expectations. For 
my own part, devil take me if 1 know what any 
woman can see engaging about me— but a w him, 
you know ; and tlum one would not baulk one's 
good fortune. You saw that footman who ditied 
with us— he’s one of the bonestest Mlows that ever 
wore a livery. You must know’, it M’as by his means 
I was introduced to her, for be made me first 
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acquaiiited with her woman, A\ho is his mistress ; ay, 
many a crown has he and his sweetlieart had of my 
money ; but what of that ? tinngs are now brought 
to a bearing. 1 liave — come a little this ay — 1 
have proposed marriage, and the da> is fixed ; slie% 
a ehanning ereatnre ; writes like an angel. O Lord! 
she can repeat all the English tragedies as wvll as 
e’er a jdayer in Drury J^ane ! and indeed is so fond 
of plays, that, to be near the stage, she has taken 
lodgings in a court hard b> the theatre. Hut you 
shall see — you shall see — here’s the last letter she 
sent me.” — With these vords, he put into my hand, 
and 1 read, to the best of my remembrance, as 
follows- 

“ I)i Ml KRKnTMi,— As >(>11 are the nniniahle hopj.ick of 
my C()ntein])l.i\ shins, your a^tie.ir is inlern.ilK sknmninj!: be- 
fore my keyinerie.d lansce. when Murlj sends his puppus to 
the heys ot slippiiijr imii tals , ami when rebus shines fimn 
Ids meii\d\in{? ilirone. Whereupon, I sh.ill taiiseeil old 
wiioiic time has lost Ids ])mners, as also ('upid his hairows, 
niMil thou eiiioy sweet propose in the loafsetk haims ol ih) 
faithfool to commend, “ Clavulndek.” 

“ Wiiiftar-yeaid, Uroory-lauc, 

Jaiuiaij lUth.” 

'While 1 was reading, he seemed to be in an 
ecstaey, rubbing his hands, and bursting out into fits 
of laughter ; at last he eanght hold of my hand, and. 
scpieeziiig it, cried, “ There is sty le for you ! what 
do you think of this billid dotix ?” T answered, “ Jt 
might he sublime for ought 1 knew, for it was alto- 
getli<*r above my eompreheiision.” — “Oho!” said 
lie, “I believe it is both tender and sublime — she’s 
a divine creature ! and so doats upon me ! T^et me 
see, what shall 1 do with this money, when I Inni* 
oneegot it into my hands? In tlie first plai-e, I shall 
do for you — I'm a man of few words ; hut, say no 
more, that’s determined — w hether would you ad^ ise 
me to purchase some jiost, by which I may ri'^e in 
the state ; or lay out my w ife's fortune in laud, and 
retire to the emiiilry at oiiee?” — I gave my' ojiinion 
without hesitation, that he could not do better than 
buy an estate and improve ; esjieeially since he had 
already seen so mueli of the world. -I’lien J launched 
out into the jiraises of a eouiitry life, us described 
by the poets w liose works J had read, lie seemed 
to relish my advice, hut withal told me, that, al- 
though he had seen a great deal ot'the world, both 
hy land and sea, having cruised three wliole months 
in the clianm*!, yer he should not he satisfied until 
he had visited France, which he jirojiosed to do 
before he should settle ; and to carry his wife along 
with him. I had nothing to ohjeet to his jiroposal ; 
and asked how soon he hoped to he liajipy ? “ As 

to that,” he replied, “ notliing obstructs my happi- 
ness, but tlie want of a little ready cash; for you 
must know', my friend in the city has gone out of 
tow'Ti for a w'cek or tw o ; and I unfortunately missc*d 
my pay at Hroad-street, hy being detained too long 
by the dear charmer ; hut there w ill he a reeal at 
Oliatham next week, whither the slii])'s books are 
sent, aiidl have eoniniissioncHl a friend in that j»lac(‘ 
to receive the money.” “ If tliat be all,” said J, 
“ there’s no great harm in dcd’erring y our marriage 
a few days.” Yes, faith! hut there is,” said he, 
you don't know' how' many rivals J have, who would 
take all advantages against me. T w ould not baulk 
the impatience of her passion for the world; the 
least apjiearanee of coldness and indiffercmcc would 
ruin all: and such oft’ers don’t occur everyday.” 

I acipiies'jed in this observation, and iinpiired bow 
he inteiuDd to proceed : at this (|uestion, he rubbed 
his chin, and said, “ Why, truly, T must beobligt'd 


to some friend or other — do you know' of nobody 
that would lend me a small sum for a day or two ?” — 
1 assured him, 1 w as such an utter stranger in 
London, that J did not believe I could borrow a 
guinea if my life dejiended upon it. “I'Jo!” said he, 
“ that’s hard -that’s hard. 1 wish 1 had any thing to 
])aw 11 ; upon my (,oul y ou have got excellent linen, 
(feeling the sleeve of my shirt) ; how many shirts 
of that kind have you got?” — I answereti, “Six 
riifiled and six plain — at w hich he testified Jreiit 
surprise*, and swore that uo gentlenum ought to have 
more than four. “ How many d’ye think J have got,” 
contiimed he? “Ihitthis and another, as I hope 
to he saved ! T dare say we shall he* able to raise a 
good sum out of your snperlluity — let me see — let 
me see — each of these shirts is wcrtli sixteen shil- 
lings at a moderate conipnta<ion ; now' supjiose w'e 
pawn them for half jirice, eight tanes eight is sixty'- 
foiir, that’s three pounds four ; zoim:ls ! that w ill do; 
gi\e me your hand.” — “Softly, softly, Mr.Jackson,” 
said J, “don’t dis])()se of niy linen without my con- 
sent ; first pay me the crow n y ou owe me, and then 
we shall talk of other matters.” lie jirotested he 
had not above one shilling in hi'i [locket, hut that 
he would pay me out of the* first of tin* money raised 
from the shirts, 'fliis ])U‘ee of assurance incensed 
me so much, that 1 swore I would not part with 
him until J had receivi‘d satisliietion for what 1 
had lent him; and, as for the shirts, J would not 
jiawn one c'f them to save him from the gallows. 
At this expivssion, he lauglied aloud, and then 
eoiuplained it was d n’d hard, that I should re- 
fuse him a trifie that would infallihly enahle him 
not only to make* his own rortiine, but mine also. 
“You talk of jiawning my shirts,” said J, “siiji- 
pose you should sell this hanger, Mr. ,Iaekson ? 1 
lu'lieve it would fetch a good round siiin.’’* “No, 
liang It,” said he, “J can't a]>]>ear decently with- 
out my hanger, or eg^ad it should go.” JIow(‘\er, 
seeing me infiexilile with regard to inv linen, he 
at length nnhuekled liis hanger, and, showing me 
the sign of the thiee lilue halls, desired me to 
carry it thither and pawn i1 I’or two guineas. 
This olTie<‘ I would by no means have jierforined, 
bad I seen any likelihood of having my money 
ollierwise; but not willing, out of a jiieee of false 
delicacy, to neglect the only ojijiortunity J sliould 
])erha])s e\er have, I ^entured into a pawnbroker’s 
shop, w here .1 demanded tw o ginm as on the ]>ledge, 
in the name of 'rhc'mas Williams. “ 'J’w o guineas 1” 
laid the pawnbroker, looking at the hanger; “this 
])ii*ee of goods has bc-eii here se\eral times before 
for thirty .shillings; however, since 1 believe the 
gentleman to whom it helong^s will redeem it, he 
.shall have* w liat he wants and accordingly, he 
paid me the money, which I carried to the* house 
where I had left daekson, and, calling for change, 
eoimt(*d out to him seven and thirty shillings, re- 
serving the oilier five for my self. After looking at 
tlie money some times lie said, “ 1) — n it ! it don't 
signily — this won’t do my business ; so you may 
as w'ell take half a guinea, or a whole one, as the 
five .shillings you have kejit.” J tlianki'd him kindly ; 
but I refuseel to accept of any more than w'a.s my 
due, becaii.se J bad no prospi'Ct of repaying it. 1) pon 
wliieh declaration, he stared in my face, and told 
me, I w'as exe(*ssively raw', or I would not talk in 
that manner. “ Blood,” cried he, “ 1 have a very 
bad ojiinion of a young fellow w ho w'on’t borrow of 
his friend when he is in want ; ’tis the sign of a 
incaking spirit. (Vimc. come, Random, give me back 
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the five shillings, and take this half guinea, and if 
ever you are able to pay me, I believe you will j if 
not, d — n me if ever I ask it.” When I reflected 
on my present necessity, I sufiered myself to be 
persuaded; and, after making my acknowledge- 
ments to Mr. Jackson, who offered to treat me with 
a play, I returned to my lodgings with a much 
better opinion of this gentleman than I had in the 
morning; and at night imi)arted my day’s adven- 
tures to Strap, who rejoiced at the good luck, say- 
ing, “ 1 told you, if he was a Scotchman, you was 
safe enough; and who knows but this marriage may 
make us all ? You have heard, T suppose, as how a 
countryman of ours, a journeyman baker, ran away 
with a great lady of this town, and now keeps his 
coach. Ecod ! 1 say nothing ; but yesterday morn- 
ing, as I was a shaving a gentleman at his own house, 
there was a young lady in the room — a fine buxom 
wench, i’faith ! and she threw so many sheep’s eyes 
at a certain person whom I shall not name, that my 
heart went knock, knock, knock, like a fulling 

mill, and my hand sh- sh shook so much that 

1 sliced a piece of skin olf the gentleman’s nose. 
Whereby he swore a deadly oath, and was going to 
horsewhip me, w’hen she jirevented him, and made 
mj peace. Omen haud malum I Is not a journey- 
man h'lrber as good as a journeyman baker? The 
only difference is, the baker uses flour for the belly, 
and the barber uses it for the head. And as the 
head is a more noble member than tlie belly, so is 
a barber more noble than a baker ; for w hat’s the 
belly without the head? Resides, I am told be could 
neither read nor write ; now you know T can do 
both, and, moreover, speak Latin. Hut 1 will say 
no more, for I de.spise vanit} ; nothing is more vain 

E lan vanity.” W ith these Mords he pulled out of 
is pocket a wax candle's end, which he applied to 
is fVmdiead ; and, upon (‘xamination, 1 found he 
had combed his own hair over the toupee of his 
|s^ig, and was indeed in his whole dress become a 
very smart shaver. 1 congratulated him on his 
prosjiect w ith a satirical smile, which he understood 
very well ; and, shaking his head, observed 1 had 
very little faith, but the truth would come to light 
in spite of my incredulity. 


CHAPTER XVH. 

J go to Surgeons’ Hall, where I meet woth Mr Jackson — Am 
examined — A tierce Dispute arises between two of the Kx- 
aiiiincrs — Jackson disguises himself to attract llcspect-' 
Is detected — In hazard of being sent to lindewell — lie 
treats ns at a Tavern — Carries us to a Nipht House — A 
troublesome Adventure there — We are committed to the 
Round House — Carried before a Justice — His Behaviour 

With the assistance of this faithful adherent, wLo 
gave me almost all the money he earned, T pre- 
served iny lia If guinea entire till the day of examina- 
tion, when 1 went w ith a tpiaking heart to Surgeons’ 
Hall, in order to undergo that ceremony. Among 
a crowd of young fellows who walked in the out- 
ward hall, 1 perceived Mr. Jackson, to whom I 
imin^iately went up, and inquiring into the state 
of his amour, understood it was still imdctermined 
by reason of his friend’s absence, and the delay of 
tile recal at Chatham, which put it out of his 
power to bring it to a conclusion. I then asked 
what his business was in this place ? • he replied, 
he was resolved to have two strings to his bow, 
that in case the one failed he might use the other ; 


and, with this view, he was to pass that night 
for a higher qualification. At that instant a young 
fellow came out from the place of examination 
with a pale countenance, his lip quivering, and 
his looks as wild as if he had seen a ghost. He 
no sooner appeared, than we all flocked about him 
with the utmost eagerness to know what reception 
he had met with ; which, after some pause, he de- 
scribed, recounting all the questions the}' had asked, 
with the answers he made. In this manner, we 
obliged no less than twelve to recapitulate, which, 
now the danger was past, they did with pleasure, 
before it fell to my lot : at length the beadle called 
my name, with a voice that made me tremble as 
much as if it had been the sound of the last trum- 
pet : however, there was no remedy ; I was con 
ducted into a large hall, where 1 saw about a dozen 
of grim faces sitting at a long table ; one of whom 
kade me come forward, in such an imperious tone 
that I was aetirally for a minute or two bereft of my 
senses. The first question he put to me was, 
“ Wliere w as you horn ?” To which I answered, 
“ In Scotland.” — “ In Scotland,” said he ; “ I know 
that very well; we have scarce any other country- 
men to examine here ; yon Scotchmen have over- 
spread us of late as the locusts did Egypt : J ask 
yon in what ])art of Scotland M as you born ?” I 
named the place of my nativity, which he had 
never before heard of: be then proceeded to in 
terrogate me about my age, the town where 1 
served iny time, m ith the term of my apprentice- 
.ship ; and when I informed him that I served three 
years only, he fell into a violent passion ; swore it 
was a shame and a scandal to send such raw boys 
into the w^orld as surgeons ; that it Mas a great 
presumption in me, and an afiProntupon the English, 
to pretend to sufficient skill in my business, having 
serv<‘d so short a time, when every apprentice in 
England was bound seven years at least ; that 
my friends would have done better if they bad 
made me a weaver or shoemaker, but their pride 
would have me a gentleman, he sujfposed, at any 
rate, and their juiverty could not afford the neces- 
sary education. This exordium did not at all con- 
tribute to the recovery of my spirits, but, on the 
contrary, reduced me to such a situation that I was 
scarce able to stand ; which being perceived by a 
plump gentlemen who sat opposite to me, with a 
skull before him, he said, Mr. Snarler was too se- 
vere upon the young man ; and, turning towards 
me, told me, 1 need not to be afraid, for nobody 
w ould do me any hann ; then bidding me take time 
to recollect myself, he examined me touehing the 
operation of the trepan, and w'as very well satisfied 
w'ith my answers. 'I'he next per.son w'ho que.stioned 
me W'as a w'ag, who began by asking if 1 bad ever 
seen amputation performed ; and 1 rejilying in the 
affirmative, he shook his head, and said, “What? 
upon a dead subject, T suppose ?” “ If,” continued 

he, “during an engagement at sea, a man should 
be brought to you with his head shot off", how 
would you behave ?” After some hesitation, 1 
owned sueli a case had never come under my ob- 
servation, neither did I remember to have seen any 
method of cure proposed for such an accident, in 
any of the systems of surgery I had perused. 
Whether it was owdng to the simplicity of my 
answ er, or the archness of the question, I know 
not, hut every member at the board deigned to 
smile, except Mr. Snarler, who seemed to have 
verv little of the animal risibile in his constitution 
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The facetious member, encouragcil by the success 
of his last Joke, went on thus: “ Suppose you was 
called to a patient of a plethoric habit, who had 
been bruised by a fall, what would you do ?” I an- 
swered, I would bleed him iininediately. “What,” 
said he, “before you had tied up his arm?” Rut 
this stroke of wit not ans>vering his expectation, 
he desired me to advance to the gentleman who sat 
next him; and who, with a pert air, asked what 
method of cure 1 would follow in wounds of the 
intestines. 1 repeated the method of cure as it is 
prescribed by the best chirurgical writers ; which 
he heard to an end, and then Stiid, with a supercilious 
smile, “ So you think by such treatment the patient 
might recover ?” — I told him I saw notliing to make 
me think otherwise. “ That may be,” resumed he, 
“I won’t answer for your foresight; but did you 
ever know a case of this kind succeed;” I answered ' 
I did not ; and was about to tell him I had never 
seen a wounded intestine ; but he stopped me, by 
saying, with some precipitation, “Kor never will. 

I affirm, that all wounds of the intestines, whether 
great or small, are mortal.” — “Pardon me, brother,” 
says the fat gentleman, “ there is very good au- 
thority” — Here he was interrupted by the other, 
with “ Sir, excuse me, 1 dcsjiise all authority. 
Nullius in verba. T stand ujmn my own bottom.” — 
“ But sir, sir,” replied his antagonist, “ the reason 
of the thing shows” — “ A fig for reason,” cried this 
sufficient member, “1 laugh at reason, g^ive me 
ocular demonstration,” The corpulent gentleman 
began to wax warm, and observed, that no man ac- 
quainted with the anatomy of the parts wotild ad- 
vance such an extravagant assertion. This inuendo 
enraged the other so much, that he started up, and 
in a furious tone, exclaimed, “ What, sir I do you 
(question ray knowledge in anatomy?” By this 
time, all the examiners had espoused the opinion of 
one or other of the disputants, and raised their 
voices all together, when the chairman commanded 
silence, and ordered me to withdraw. In less than 
a quarter of an hour I was called in again, received 
my qualification scaled up, and was ordered to pay 
five shillings. 1 laid down my half-guinea uj)On 
the table, and stood some time, until one of them 
bade me begone ; to this, I replied, 1 will, when I 
have got my change ; upon which another threw 
me five shillings and sixpence, saying, I should not 
be a true Scotchman if I went away without my 
change. I was afterwards obliged to give three 
shillings and sixpence to the beadles, and a shilling 
to an old woman who swept the hall. This dis- 
bursement sunk my finances to thirteenpcnce half- 
penny, with which 1 was sneaking off, when Jackson 
perceiving it, came up to me, and begged I would 
tarry for him, and he would accompany me to the 
other end of the town, as soon as his examination 
should be over. I could not refuse this to a person 
that was so much ray friend ; but I was astonished 
at the change of his dress, which was varied in 
half an hour from what I have already described, 
to a very grotesque fashion. His head was covered 
with an old smoked tie wig that did not boast one 
crooked hair, and a slouched hat over it, which 
would ‘have very well become a chimney-sweeper 
or a dustman ; his neck was adorned with a black 
crape, the ends of which he had twisted, and fixed 
in the button-hole of a shabby great coat that 
wrapped up his whole body; his white silk stocking 
were converted into black worsted hope ; and his 
eountenance was rendered venerable by wrinkles, 


and a beard of his own painting. When I expressed 
my surprise at this metamorphosis, he laughed, 
and told me, it was done by the advice and assist- 
ance of a friend who lived over the way, and would 
certainly produce something very much to his ad- 
vantage ; for it gave him the appearance of' age, 
which never fails of attracting respect. J applauded 
his sagacity, and waited with impatience for the 
effects of it. At length he was called in, but 
whether the oddness of his appearance excited a 
curiosity more than usual in the board, or his be- 
haviour was not suitable to his figure, 1 know not ; 
he was discovered to be an impostor, and put into 
the hands of the beadle, in order to be sent to 
Bridewell. So that instead of seeing him come out 
with a cheerful countenance, and a surgeon’s qua- 
lification in his hand, 1 perceived him led through 
the outward hall as a prisoner, and was very much 
alarmed and anxious to know the occasion ; when 
he called with a lamentable voice and piteous as- 
pect to me, and some others who knew him, “ For 
God’s sake, gentlemen, bear witness that 1 am the 
same individual John .lackson, who served as sur- 
geon’s second mate on board the Elizabeth, or else 
1 shall go to Bridewell.” It would have been im- 
possible for the most austere hermit that ever lived 
to have refrained from laughing at his appearance 
and address ; we therefore indulged ourselves a 
good while at his expense, and afterwards pleaded his 
cause so effectually with the b(‘adle,who was gratified 
with half a crown, that the prisoner was dismissed, 
and, in a few moments, resumed his former gaiety ; 
swearing, since the board had refused his money, he 
would spend it every shilling before he went to bed 
in treating his friends ; at the same time inviting us 
all to favour him with our company. It was now 
ten o’clock at night, and as T had a great way to 
walk, through streets that were utterly imknoi^rn to 
me, I was prevailed upon to be of their party, in 
hopes he would afterwards accompany me to my 
lodgings, according to his promise, lie conducted 
us to his friend’s house, who kept a tavern over the 
way, where we continued drinking punch, until the 
liquor mounted up to our heads, and made us all 
extremely frolicsome: 1 iiv particular was so much 
elevated, that nothing would serve me but a wench, 
at which demand Jackson expressed much joy, and 
assured me 1 should have my desire before we 
parted. Accordingly, when we had paid the reck- 
oning, we sallied out, roaring and singing; and 
were conducted by our leader to a place of noc- 
turnal entertainment, where I immediately attached 
myself to a fair one, with whom 1 proposed to 
spend the remaining part of the night ; but she not 
relishing my atipcarance, refused to grant my re- 
quest before I should have made her an acknow- 
ledgment; whicli not suiting with my circumstances, 
we broke off' our correspondence, to my no small 
mortification and resentment, because 1 thought tlie 
mercenary creature had not done justice to my 
merit. In the mean time, Mr. Jackson’s dress had 
attracted the inclinations and assiduities of two or 
three nymphs, who loaded him with caresses, in 
return for the arrack punch with which he treated 
them ; till at length notwithstanding the sprightly 
sallies of those charmers, sleep began to exert his 
power over us all ; and our conductor called, “ To 
pay.” When the bill was brought, which amounted 
to twelve shillings, he put his hand in his pocket, but 
might have saved himself the trouble, for his purse 
was gone. This accident disconcerted him a great 
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deal at first ; but, after some recollection, he seized 
the two dujpin^as who sat by him, one in each hand, 
and swore, if tliey did not immediately restore his 
money, he would charge a constable with them. The 
good lady at the bar, seeing what passed, whispered 
something to the drawer, who went out ; and then, 
with great composure, asked what was the matter? 
Jackson told her he was robbed, and swore, if she 
refused him satisfaction, he would have her and her 
M'hores committed to Bridewell. “ Robbed,” cried 
she, “ robbed in my house 1 Centlemen and ladies, 1 
take you all to witness, this person has scandalized 
my reputation.” At that instant seeing the con- 
stable and watch enter, she proceeded, “What I 
you must not only endeavour by your false asper- 
sions to ruin my character, but even commit an as- 
sault upon my family 1 Mr. Constable, I charge 
you with this uncivil person, who has been guilty 
of a riot here ; I shall take care and bring an action 
against him for defamation.” While T was reflect- 
ing on this melancholy event, which had made me 
quite sober, the lady whose favours I had solicted, 
being piqued at some repartee that passed between 
us, cried, “ They are all concerned ; and desired the 
constable to take us all into custody ; an arrest 
which w’as performed instantly, to the utter as- 
tonishment and despair of us all, except Jackson, 
who having been often in such scrapes, was very 
little eonc(*rned, and charged the constable in his 
turn with the landlady and her whole bevy : upon 
which we were carried all together prisoners to 
■ the Round-house ; where J ackson, after a word of 
comfort to us, infonued the constable of his being 
robbed, to which he said he would swear next 
morning before the justice. “ Ay, ay,” says the 
bawd, “ we shall see whose oath wdll most signify .” 
In a little time, the constable ealling Jackson into 
another room, spoke to him thus : “1 perceive that 
you and your company are strangers, and am very 
sorry for your being involved m such an ugly 
business. J have known tliis woman a great while ; 
she has kept a notorious house in the neighbourhood 
this many years, and, although often complained of 
as a nuisance, still escapes, through her interest 
with the justices, to whom she, and all of her em- 
ployment, pay contribution quarterly for protection. 
As she charged me with you first, her complaint 
will have the preference; and she can procure 
evidence to swear whatever she shall please to de- 
sire of them. So that imless you can make it up 
before morning, you and your companions may 
think yourselves happily quit for a month’s hard 
labour in Bridewell. Nay, if she should swear a rob- 
bery or assault against you, you will be committed 
to Newgate, and tried next sessions at the Old 
Bailey for your life.” This last piece of informa- 
tion had such an efl'ect upon Jackson, that he agreed 
to make it up, provided his money might be restored. 
The constable told him, that, instead of retrieving 
what he had lost, he was pretty certain it would cost 
him some more before they would come to any com- 
position. But. however, he bad compassion on him, 
and would, if he pleased, sound them about a mutual 
release. 1 ne unfortunate beau thanked him tor 

f s friendship, and returning to us, acquainted us 
tih the substance of this dialogue ; while the con- 
able, desiring to speak in private with our adver- 
sary, carried her into the next room, and pleaded 
our cause so effectually, that she condescended to 
make him umpire; he accordingly proposed an 
arbitration, to which we gave our assent ; and he 


fined each party in three shillings, to be laid out 
in a bowl of punch, wherein we drowned all ani- 
mosities, to the inexpressible joy of my two late 
acquaintances and me, who had been in the state of 
the damned ever since Jackson mentioned Bride- 
well and Newgate. By the time we had finished 
our bowl, to which, by the by, I had contributed 
my last shilling, it was morning ; and J i)roposed to 
move homeward, when the constable gave me to 
understand, he could discharge no prisoners, but by 
order of the justice, before whom we must appear. 
This renewed my chagrin ; and I cursed the hour 
in which 1 had yielded to Jackson’s invitation. 
About nine o’clock we were escorted to the house 
of a certain justice, not many miles distant from 
Covent Garden; who no sooner saw the constable 
enter with a train of j)risoners at his heels, than ho 
saluted him as follows: “So, Mr. Constable, you 
are a diligent man — What den of rogues have 
you been scouring?” ^I’hen looking at us, wlio 
upjieared very mneh dejected, he continued, “ Ay, 
ay, thieves, I sec — old offenders — O your humble 
servant, Mrs. Harridan ! I suppose these fellows 
have been taken robbing your house — yes, yes, 
here’s an old aequaintanee of mine — you have used 
expedition,” said he to me, “in returning from trans- 
portation ; but we shall save you the trouble for 
the future — the surgeons will fetch jou from your 
next transportation at their expense.” I assured 
his worship he was mistaken in me, for he had 
never seen me in his life before. To this declara- 
tion he replied, “How ! you impudent rascal, dare 
j^ou say so to my face? Do you think 1 am to be 
imposed upon by that northern accent wliich you 
have assumed? but it shan’t avail you — you shall 
find me too fai* north for you. Here, clerk, write 
this fellow ’.s mittimus. His name is I’atrick Ga- 
hagan.” Here Mr. Jackson interposed, and told 
him J was a Scotchman lately come to town, de- 
scended of a good family, and that my name was 
Random, '^riio justice looked upon this assertion 
as an outrage upon his memory, on wliich he valued 
himself niueh; and strutting up to Jackson, with a 
tierce countenance, put his hands in his sides, and 
said, “ Who arc you, Sir ? J )o you give me the 
lie ? Take notice, gentlemen, liere’s a fellow who 
aftronts me upon the bench ; but I’ll lay you fast, 
sirrah, I will ; for notwithstanding your laced 
jacket, 1 believe you are a notorious felon.” My 
friend w as so much abashed at this menace, w^hicli 
was tlmndercd out with great vociferation, that he 
changed colour, and remained speechless. This con- 
fusion his worship took for a symptom of guilt, and 
to complete his discovery, continued his threats — 
“Now, J am convinced you are a thief — your face 
discovers it — you tremble all over — your conscience 
won’t lie still — you’ll be hanged, sirrali,” raising his 
voice, “ you’ll he hanged ; and happy had it been 
for the world, as well as your own miserable soul, 
if you had been detected and cut oft* in the be- 
ginning of your career. C’ome hither, clerk, and 
take this man’s confession.” 1 was in an agony of 
consternation, when the constable, going into ano- 
ther room with his worship, acquainted him with the 
truth of the story ; which having learned, he re- 
turned writh a smiling countenance, and addressing 
himself to us all, said it was always his way to 
terrify young people, when they came before him, 
that his threats might make a strong impression on 
Bieir minds, and deter them from engaging itf 
scenes of not and debauchery, which common\y 
d2 
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ended before the judge. Thus having cloaked his 
own want of discernment under the disguise of 
paternal care, we were dismissed, and 1 found my- 
self as much lightened as if a mountain had been 
lifted off my breast 


CH AFTER XVIII. 

I carry my liualification to the Navy Office — Tlie Nature of 
it — Tlie Behaviour of the Secretary — Strap’s Concern lor 
my Absence — A Battle between him and a Blacksmith — 
— The troublesome Consequence of it — His Harangue to 
me— His Friend the Schoolmaster recommends me to a 
French Apothecary, who entertains me tis a Journeyman 

I WOULD willingly have gone home to sleep, hut 
was told by my companions, that we must deliver 
our letters of qualification at the Navy Office before 
one o’clock ; accordingly we went thither, and gave 
them to the secretary, w ho opened and read them ; 
and I was mightily jtleased to find myself qualified 
for second mate of a third rate. When he had stuck 
them altogether on a file, one of our company asked 
if there were any vacancies ? to which interrogation 
he answered, No. Then 1 ventured to inquire if 
any ships were to be put in commission soon ? At 
which question he surveyed me with a look of in- 
effable contempt, and, pushing us out of his office, 
locked the door, without deigning us another word. 
We went down stairs, and conferred together on 
our expectations, when I understood that each of 
them had been recommended to one or other of 
the commissioners, and each of them jiromised the 
first vacancy that should fall ; hut, that none of 
them relied solely upon that interest, without a 
present to the secretary, with whom some of the 
commissioners went snacks. For which reason each 
of them had provided a small purse ; and 1 w'as 
Mked what I proposed to give ? This was a vexa- 
tious question to me, who, far from being in a ca- 
pacity to gratify a ravenous secretary, had not 
wherewithal to purchase a dinner. 1 therefore 
answered, I had not yet detennined what to give ; 
and sneaked off towards my own lodgings, cursing 
my fate all the way, and inveighing with much 
bitterness againt the barbarity of my grandfather, 
and the sordid avarice of my relations, who left me 
a prey to contempt and indigence. Full of these dis- 
agreeable reflections, I arrived at the house where 
I lodged, and relieved my landlord from great 
anxiety on iny account; for this honest man believed 
I had met with some dismal accident, and that he 
should never see me again. Straj), who had come 
to 'visit me in the morning, understanding I had 
been abroad all night, was almost distracted, and, 
after having obtained leave of his master, had gone 
in quest of me, though lie was oven more ignorant 
of the town than 1. Not being willing to inform 
m^ landlord of my adventure, 1 told him I had met 
with an acquaintance at Surgeons Hall, with w hom 
\ spent the evening and night, hut being very much 
infested by bugs, 1 had not slept much, and there- 
fore intended to take a little repose ; so saying, I I 
went to bed, and desired to be awakened, if Strap | 
should happen to come while I should be asleep. 

I was accordingly roused by my friend himself, 
who entered my chamber about three o’clock in the 
afternoon ; and presented a figure to my eyes, that 
I could scarce believe real. In short, this affec- 
tionate shaver, setting out towards Surgeons Hall, 


had inquired for me there to no purpose; Irom 
thenct* he found his way to the Navy Office, where 
he could hear no tidings of me, because I was un- 
known to every hodjjr then present ; he afterwards 
went upon Change, in hopes of seeing me upon the 
Scotch walk, hut without success. At last, being 
almost in despair of finding me, he resolved to ask 
every body he met in the street, if perchance any 
one could give him information about me ; and ac- 
tually put his resolution in practice, in spite of the 
scoffs, curses, and reproaches, with which he was 
answered; until a blacksmith’s ’prentice, seeing him 
stop a porter with a burden on his back, and hearing 
his question, for w'hicli he received a hearty curse, 
cdSled to him, and asked if the person he inquired 
after was not a Scotchman? Strap replied with great 
eagerness, “Yes, and had on a brown coat with long 
skirts.” “The same,” said the blacksmith, “1 saw” 
him pass by an hour ago.” “ Did you so ?” cried 
Strap, rubbing his hands, “ Odd 1 1 am very glad of 
that — which way went he ?” “ Towards Tyburn in 
a cart,” said he, “ if you make good speed, you may 
get thither time enough to see him lianged.” This 
j)iece of wit incensed my friend to such a degree, 
that he called the blacksmith scoundrel, and pro- 
tested he would fight him for half a farthing. “No, 
no,” said the other, stripping, “ I’ll have none of your 
money — you Scotchmen seldom carry any about 
with you — but I’ll fight you for love.” There w;tf 
a ring immediately formed by the mob ; and Strap 
finding he could not get off honourably without 
fighting, at the same time burning with resentment 
against bis adversary, quitted his clothes to the care 
of the multitude, and the battle began with great 
violence on the side of Strap, who in a few minutes 
exhausted his breath and spirits on his patiiuit an- 
tagonist, who sustained the assault with great cool- 
ness, till, finding the barber quite spent, be returned 
the blows he had lent him wdth such interest, that 
Strap, after having received three falls on the hard 
stones, gave out, and allowed the blacksmith to be 
the better man. The victory being thus decided, 
it was proposed to adjourn to a cellar liard by, and 
drink friends. Rut w hen my friend began to gather 
up his clothes, he perceived that some honest person 
or other had made free wuth his shirt, neckcloth, 
hat, and wig, which were carried off; and probably 
his coat and waistcoat would have met with the 
same fate, had they been worth stealing. It w as in 
vain for him to make a noise, which only yielded 
mirth to the spectators ; he w”as fain to get off in 
this manner, which he accomplished with much 
difficulty, and ajipearcd before me all besmeared 
with blood and dirt. Notwithstanding this misfor- 
tune, such was his transport at finding me safe and 
sound, that he had almost stifled and stunk me to 
death with his embraces. After he had cleaned him- 
self, and put on one of my shirts, and a woollen 
nightcaj), I recounted to him the particulars of my 
night’s campaign, which filled him with admiration, 
and made him repeat with ^reat energ;y” an observa- 
tion which was often in his mouth, namely, “ that 
surely London is the devil’s drawing room.” As 
neither of us had dined, he desired me to get up ; 
and the milkwoman coming round at that instant, 
he went down stairs, and brought up a quart, with 
a penny brick, on which we made a comfortable 
meal. He then shared his money with me, which 
amounted to eighteen-pence, and left me, with an 
intention to borrow an old wig and hat of his friend 
the schoolmaster. 
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He was no sooner gone, than I began to consider 
my situation with great uneasiness, and revolved 
all the schemes my imagination could suggest, in 
order to choose and pursue some one that might 
procure me bread ; for it is impossible to express 
the pangs 1 felt when 1 reflected on the miserable 
dependence in which I lived at the expense of a poor 
barber’s boy. My pride took the alann, and having 
no hopes of succeeding at the Navy Office, 1 came 
to a resolution of enlisting in the foot guards next 
day, be the event what it would. This extravagant 
design, by flattering my disposition, gave great satis- 
faction ; and 1 was charging the enemy at the head 
of my own regiment, when Strap’s return inter- 
rupted my reverie. The schoolmaster had made 
him a present of the tic wig which he wore when 
1 was introduced to him, together with an old hat, 
whose brims would liave overshadowed a Colossus, 
Though Strap had ventured to wear them in the 
dusk, he did not choose to entertain the mob by day ; 
therefore went to work immediately, and reduced 
them both to a moderate size. While he was em- 
ployed in this office, he addressed me thus : *‘ To be 
sure, Mr. Random, you are born a gentleman, and 
have a great deal of learning — and indeed look like 
a gentleman ; for, as to person, you may hold up 
your head with the best of tluun. On the other 
hand, 1 am a poor but honest cobler’s son — my 
mother was as industrious a woman as ever broke 
bread, till such time as she took to drinking, which 
ou very well know — but every body has failings — 
umanum est errare. Now, for myself, T am a poor 
journeyman barber, tolerably well made, and under- 
stand some Latin, and have a smattering of Greek 
— but what of that? perhaps 1 might also say that 
T know a little of the world — but that is to no pur- 
pose -though you be gentle and I simple, it does 
not follow but that 1 who am simple may do a good 
office to you who are gentle. Now this is the case 
— my kinsman t^ie schoolmaster — perhaps you did 
not know how nearly ho is related to me— I’ll satisfy 
you in that presently — his mother and my grand- 
mother’s sister’s nephew — no, that’s not it — my 
grandfather’s brother’s daughter — rabbit it ! I have 
forgot the degree, but this I know, he and I are 
cousins seven times removed.” My impatience to 
know the good office he had done me got the better 
of my temper, and interrupted him at this place, 
with, “D — n your relation and jiedigree! if the 
schoolmaster or you can be of any advantage to me, 
why don’t you tell me without all this jireamble?” 
When I pronounced these words with some vehe- 
mence, Strap looked at me for some time with agrave 
countenance, and then went on : “ Surely my pedi- 
gree is not to be d — ^n’d, because it is not so noble 
as yours. I am very sorry to see such an alteration 
in your temper of late — you was always fiery, but 
now you are grown as crabbed as old Perriwinkle 
the drunken tinker, on whom you and 1, God for- 
give us, played so many unlucky tricks, while we 
were at school. But I will no longer detain you in 
suspense, because, doubtless, nothing is more uneasy 
than doubt — dubio, procul duhio, nil diddns. My 
friimd, or relal ion' or which you will, or both, the 
schoolmaster, being informed of the regard I have 
f(>r you — for, you may be sure, I did not fail to let 
him know your good qualities — by the by, he has 
undertaken to teach you the pronunciation of the 
English tongue, without which, he sayg, you will be 
unfit for business in this country. T say my relation 
has spoke in your b«half to a French apothecary 


who wants a journeyman; and, on his recom- 
mendation, you may have fifteen pounds per year, 
bed and board, whenever you please.” I was toe 
much interested in this piece of news to entertain 
it with indifierence ; but, jumping up, insisted on 
Strap’s immediately accompanying me to the house 
of his friend, that 1 might not lose this opportunity 
through the least delay or neglect on my part. We 
were informed that the schoolmaster was in com- 
pany at a public-house in the neighbourhood, whi- 
ther we repaired, and found him drinking with the 
very individual apothecary in question. When he 
was called to the door at our desire, and observed 
my impatience, he broke out into his usual tenn of 
admiration: “O Ch — st ! I suppose, when you heard 
of this offer, you did not take leisure enough to 
come down stairs, but leapt out of the window ; did 
you overturn no porter nor oy.ster-woman in your 
way ! It is a mercy of God you did not knock your 
brains out against some post in your career. O my 
conscience ! J believe, had 1 been in the inmost re 
cesses of my habitation, — tbe very penetralia,-- 
even in bed with my wife; your eagerness would 
have surmounted bolts, bars, decency, and every 
thing. The den of (Jacus or Sanctum Sanctorum 
could not have hid me from you. But come along, 
the gentleman of w hom 1 spoke is in the house, I 
will present you to liim forthwith.” When I entered 
the room, I perceived four or five people smoking, 
one of whom the schoolmaster accosted thus : “ Mr. 
Lavement, here’s the young man of whom I spoke 
to you.” The apothecary, who was a little old 
w ithered man, with a forehead about an inch high, 
a nose turned up at the end, large cheek bones that 
helped to form a j)it for his little grey eyes, a great 
bag of loose skin hanging down on each side in 
wrinkles like the alfoijas of a baboon ; and a mouth 
so accustomed to that contraction which produces 
grinning, that he could not pronounce a syllable 
without discovering the remains of his teeth, which 
consisted of four yellow fangs, not improperly, by 
anatomists, called canine. This person, 1 say, after 
having eyed me some time, said, “Oho, ’tis very 
well, Mons. Concordance; — young man, you are 
ver welcome, take one coup of bierre — and come to 
mine housAo marrow^ morning: Mons. Concordance 
vil show you dc way.” ITpon this I made mybow% 
and as T went out of the room, could hear him say, 
Ma foi ! rest vn bean (jargon, e'est vn yalliard. 
As I had, by my ovii apjilication, while I served 
<lrab, acquired the French tongue 'll ell enough to 
read authors written in that language, and under- 
stand any thing that occurred in conversation, I 
determined to pretend ignorance to my new' master, 
that he and his family, whom I supposed to be of 
the same country, not being on the reseiwe before 
me, might possibly' discover something in discourse, 
w'hich would either yield me amusement or advan- 
tage. Next morning Mr. Concordance carried me 
to the apothecary’s house, where the bargain was 
made, and orders given to provide an apartment for 
me immediately. But, before I entered upon busi- 
ness, the schoolmaster recommended me to his tador, 
who gave me credit for a suit of clothes to be paid 
out of the first moiety of my wages, and they were 
begun upon that very day ; he afterwards accommo- 
dated me with a new hat, on the same terms ; so 
that, in a few days, 1 hoped to make a very fashion- 
able appearance. In the mean time, Strap conveyed 
my baggage to the place plotted for me, which was 
a back room up tw o pair of stairs, furnifihed with 
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a pallet for me to lie upon, a choir without a back, 
an earthen chambei^t without a handle, a bottle 
by way of candlestick, and a triangular piece of 
glass instead of a mirror, the rest of its ornaments 
having been lately removed to one of the garrets, 
for the convenience of the servant of an Irish cap- 
tain, who lodged in the first ftoor. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

5Phe Characters of Mr. Lavement, his Wife, and Daughter- 
Some Aneedotes of the Family — The Mother and Daughter 
rivals — I am guilty of a Mistake that gives me present 
Satisfaction, but is attended with troublesome conse- 
quences. 

Next day, while I was at work in the shop, a 
bouncing damsel, well dressed, came in, on pretence 
of finding a phial for some use or other ; and taking 
an opportunity, when she thought I did not mind 
her, of observing me narrowly, went away with a 
silent look of disdain. I easily guessed her senti- 
ments, and my pride took the resolution of enter- 
taining the same indifference and neglect towards 
her. At dinner, the maids, with whom I dined in the 
kitchen, gave me to understand that this was my 
master’s only daughter, who would have a very 
handsome fortune, on account of which, and her 
beauty, a great many young gentlemen made their 
addresses to her ; that she liad been twice on the 
brink of marriage, but disappointed by the stinginess 
of her father, who refused to part with a shilling to 
promote the match; for which reason the young 
lady did not behave to her father with all the filial 
veneration that might he expected. In particular, 
she harboured the most perfect hatred for his coun- , 
trymen, in which disposition she resembled her 
mother, who was an English woman ; and, by the 
hints they dropped, I learned the grey mare was the 
better horse ; that she was a matron of a high spirit, 
which was often manifested at the expense of her 
dependents ; that she loved diversions, and looked 
upon miss as her rival in all parties ; which, indeed, 
was the true cause of all her disappointments, for, 
had the mother been hearty in her interest, the fa- 
ther would not have ventured to refuse har demands. 
Over and above this intelligence, I, of myself, soon 
made more discoveries. Mr, Lavement’s significant 
grins at his wife, while she looked another way, 
convinced me that he was not at all content with 
his lot ; and his behaviour in presence of the cap- 
tain, made me believe his chief torment was jea- 
lousy. As for my own part, I was considered in 
no other light than that of a menial servant, and 
had been already six days in the house without 
being honoured with one word from either mother 
or daughter, the latter (as I understood from the 
maids) having, at table, one day expressed some 
surprise that her papa should entertain such an 
awkward mean-looking journeyman. I was nettled 
at this piece of information, and next Sunday, (it 
bein^ my turn to take my diversion,) dressed my- 
self in my new clothes, to the greati*st advantage, 
and, vanity apart, made no contemptible figure. 
After having spent most part of the day in com- 
pany with Strap, and some of his acquaintance, I 
came home in the afternoon, and was let in by miss, 
who, not knowing me, dropped a low curtesy as I 
advanced, which I returned with a profound bow, 
and shut the door. By the time I had turned about, 
she had perceived her mistake, and changed colour, 


I but did not withdraw. The passage being narrow 
I could not get away without jostling her ; so I was 
forced to remain where I was, with my eyes fixed 
on the ground, and my face glowing with blusnes. 
At len^ her vanity coming to her assistance, she 
went away tittering, and I could hear her pronounce 
the word “ Creature.” F’ m this day forward, 
she came into the shop fifty s every day, upon 
various pretences, and put in practice so many ridi- 
culous airs, that I could easily perceive her opinion 
of me was changed, and that she did not think me 
altogether an unworthy conquest. But my heart 
was so steeled against her cliarms by pride and re- 
sentment, which were two chief ingredients in my 
disposition, that I remained insensible to all her 
arts ; and, notwithstanding some advances she made, 
could not be prevailed upon to yield her the least 
attention. This neglect soon banished all the fa- 
vourable impressions she felt for me, and the rage 
of a slighted woman took place in her heart ; this 
she manifested not only in all the suggestions her 
malice could invent to my prejudice with her father, 
but also in procuring for me such servile employ- 
ments as she hoped would sufficiently humble my 
spirit. One day, in particular, she ordered me to 
brush my master’s coat, hut I refusing, a smart dia- 
logue ensued, which ended in her bursting into tears 
of rage; when her mother interposing, and exa- 
mining into the merits of the cause, determined it 
in my favour ; and this good office T owed not to 
iny esteem or consideration she had for me, hut 
solely to the de8m‘ of mortifying her daughter, who 
on this occasion observed, that let people be never 
so much in the right, there were some folks who 
would never do them justice ; hut, to be sure, they 
lad their reasons for it, which some people were not 
gnorant of, although they despised their little arts. 
This insinuation of some people and some folks, put 
me upon observing tlic behaviour of my mistress 
more narrowly for the future ; and it was not long 
before I had reason to believe that she looked upon 
ber daughter as a rival in the affections of Captiiin 
O’Donnell, who lodged in the house. In the mean 
ime, my industry and knowledge gained me the 
good will of my master, who would often say in 
French, Mardie I e'est mi bon qctrffw.” He had 
a great deal of business ; but as he w'as mostly em- 
ployed among his fellow refugees, his profits were 
small. However, his expense for medicines was 
not great, for he was the most expert man at a suc- 
cedaneum of any ajiothecary in London ; so that I 
have been sometimes amazed to see him, without 
the least hesitation, make up a physician’s prescrij)- 
tion, though he had not in his shop one medicine 
mentioned in it. Oyster shells he could invent into 
crab’s eyes ; common oil, into oil of sweet almonds ; 
syrup of sugar, into balsamic syrup ; I’liamcs wa- 
ter, into aqua cinnainoiii ; turpentine, into capivi ; 
and a hundred more costly preparations were pro- 
duced in an instant, from the cheapest and coarsest 
drugs of the materia medica : and when any com- 
mon thing was ordered for a patient, he always took 
care to disguise it in colour or taste, or both, in such 
a manner, as that it could not possibly be known. 
For which purpose cochineal and oil of cloves were 
of great service. Among many nostrums which 
he possessed, there was one for the venereal disease, 
that brought him a good deal of money ; and this 
he concealed so artfully from me, tliat I could never 
learn its composition. But during the eight months 
\ staid in his service, he was so unfortunate in the 



RODERICK RANDOM. 


Sb 

use of it, that three parts in four of those "who took perfectly ■well satished with the honour he had done 
it, were fain to confinn the cure by a salivation un- his wife. Matters being thus composed, every body 
der the direction of another doctor. This bad sue- , went to rest. Next day, I perceived, through a 
cess, in all appearance, attached him the more to | glass door that opened from the shop into the par- 
his specific ; and before I left him, 1 may venture | lour, the captain talking earnestly to miss, who 
to say, he would have sooner renounced the Trinity. ' heard him with a look that expressed anger mingled 
notwithstanding his iig a good Huguenot, than with scorn ; which, however, he at last found means 


his confidence in t ^ever-failing power of this 
remedy. Mr. Lavement had attempted more than 
once to introduce a vegetable diet into his family, 
by launching out into the praise of roots and greens, 
and decrying the use of flesh, both as a physician 
and philosoi-her ; but all his rhetoric could not 
make one pioselyte to his opinion ; and even the 
wife of his bosom declared against the proposal. 
'IV’hether it was owing to the little regard she paid 
to her husband’s admonition in this particular, or to 
the natural warmth of her constitution, T know not; 
but this lady’s passions became every day more and 
more violent, till at last she looked upon decency 
as an unnecessary restraint; and one afternoon, 
when her husband was abroad, and her daughter 
gone to visit, ordered me to call a hackney coach, 
in which she and the captain drove towards Covent 
(larden. Miss came home in the evening, and, 
supping at her usual hour, went to bed. About 
eleven o’clock my master entered, and asked if his 
wife was gone to sleep ; upon which I told him, my 
mistress went out in the afternoon, and was not yet 
returned. This was like a clap of thunder to the 
poor aiiothccary, who, starting back, cried, “ Mort 
fk ma vie ! vat you tell a me? My wife not at home !” 
At that instant a patient’s servant arrived with a 
prescription for a draught, which my master taking, 
went into the shop to make it up with his own hand. 
While he rubbed the ingredients in a glass mor- 
tar, he inquired of me, whether or not his wife went 
out alone ; and no sooner heard that she was in 
company with the captain, than, with one blow, he 
split the mortar into a thousand pieces, and, grin- 
ning like the head of a bass viol, exclaimed, “ Ah, 
traitresse !” It would have been impossible for me 
to have preserved my gravity a minute longer, when 
1 was happily relieved by a rap at the door, which 
I opened, anil perceived my mistress coming out of 
the coach ; she flounced immediately into the shop, 
and addressed her husband thus : “ I suppose you 
thought 1 was lost, my dear — Captain (J’Donnell 
has been so good as to treat me with a play.” 

“ Play, play,” replied he, “ oho I yes, by gar, I 
believe ver prettie play.” “ Bless me !” said She, 

“ what’s the matter ?” “ Vat de matter?” cried he, 
forgetting all his former complaisance, “ by gar, 
you be one damn dog’s wife — ventre bleu ! me vill 
show you vat it is to put one horn upon mine head. 

I*ardieu! Ic Capitaine O’Donnell be one” Here 

the captain, who had been all the while at the door 
discharging the coach, entered, and said, with a 
terrible voice, “ D — mine! what am I?” Mr. Lave- 
ment, changing his tone, immediately saluted him 
with, “ Oh servfteur. Monsieur Ic Capitaine,, vous 
etes un gallant hnmme — ma femme e.st fort obligee'^ 
Then, turning about towards me, pronounced with 
a low voice, “ Et diabJement obligeante, sans doute.” 

“ Harkee, Mr. Lavement,” said the captain, “lam 
a man of honour, and I believe you are too much 
of a gentleman to be offended at the civility I show 
your wife.” This declaration had such an effect 
on the apothecary, tliat he resumed all thfe politesse 
of a Frenchman, and with the utmost prostration 
of compliment, assured the captain that he was 


to mollify, and sealed his reconciliation with a kiss. 
This circumstance soon convinced me of the occa- 
sion of the quarrel; but notwithstanding all my 
vigilance, I could never discover any other com- 
merce between them. In the mean while, I had 
reason to believe I had inspired one of the maids 
with tender sentiments for me; and one night, 
when I thought every other person in the house 
asleep, I took the ojiportunity of going to reap the 
fruits of my conquest, her bedfellow having the 
day before gone to Richmond to visit her parents. 
Accordingly, I got up, and, naked as I was, explored 
my way in the dark to the garret where she lay. I 
was ravished to find the door open, and moved softly 
to her bedside, transported with the hope of com- 
pleting my wishes. But what horrors of jealousy 
and disappointment did 1 feel, when I found her 
asleep, fast locked in the arms of a man, whom I 
easily guessed to be no other than the captain’s ser- 
vant 1 I was upon the point of doing some rash 
hing, when the noise of a rat scratching behind the 
wainscot put me to flight, and I was fain to get back 
o my own bed in safety. Whether this alarm had 
disordered my mind, or that I was led astray by the 
power of destiny, I know not ; but, instead of turn- 
‘ng to the left hand when I descended to the second 
story, I pursued the contrary course, and mistook 
the young lady’s bedchamber for my own. 1 did 
not perceive my mistake before I had run against 
he bedposts, and then it was not in my power to 
retreat undiscovered ; for the nymph being awake, 
felt my approach, and, w ith a soft voice, bade me 
make less noise, lest the Scotch booby in the next 
room should overhear us. This hint was sufficient 
o inform me of the nature of the assignation ; and 
IS my passions, at any time high, were then in a 
;tate of exaltation, I resolved to profit by my good 
ortune. Without any more ceremony, therefore, I 
made bold to slip into bed to this charmer, who gave 
me as favourable a reception as I could desire. Our 
conversation w as very sparing on my part ; but she 
ipbraided the ])erson w hom I representi'd with his 
ealousy of me, whom she handled so roughly, that 
my resentment had well nigh occasioned a discovery 
nore than once ; but I wms consoled for her hatred 
)f me by the revenge I enjoyed in understanding 
rom her own mouth that it was now high time to 
salve her reputation by matrimony; for she had 
reason to fear she could not much longer concsial 
he effects of their mutual intercourse. While I waJ 
meditating an answer to this proposal, I heard a 
loise in my room, like something heavy falling 
down upon the floor ; upon which I started up, and, 
creeping to the door of my chamber, observed by 
moon-light the shadow of a man groping his way 
Hit ; so I retired to one side to let him pass, and 
;aw him go down stairs as expeditiously as he could. 

-t was an easy matter to divine that this was the 
captiiin, who, having overslept himself, had got up 
at last to kee]) his assignation ; and finding my door 
open, had entered my apartment instead of that of 
his mistress, where I supplied his place ; but find- 
ing his mistake, by falling over my chair, he was 
afraid tlie noise might alarm the family, and, for 
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that reason, made off, delaying the gratification of 
his desires till another opportunity. Ry this time 1 
was satisfied ; and, instead of returning to the place 
from whence I came, retreated to my own castle, 
which I fortified by bolting the door, and, in the 
congratulation of my own happiness, fell asleep. 
But the truth of this adventure could not be long 
concealed from my young mistress, who next day 
came to an explanation with the captain, upon his 
lamenting his last night’s disappointment, and beg- 
ging pardon for the noise he had made. Their mu- 
tual chagrin, when they came to the knowledge of 
what had happened, may be easily conjectured, 
though each had a peculiar grief unfelt by the other ; 
for she was conscious of not only having betrayed 
to me the secrets of her commerce with him, but 
also of having incensed me by the freedoms she had 
taken with my name, beyond a hope of reconcilia- 
tion. On the other hand, his jealousy suggested 
that her sorrow was all artifice, and that I had sup- 
plied liis place w’ith her own privity and consent. 
That such was the situation of their thoughts, will 
appear in the sequel ; for that very day she came 
into the shop where 1 was alone, and fixing her eyes, 
swimming in tears upon me, sighed most piteously. 
But I was proof against her distress, by recollecting 
the epithets with which she had honoured me the 
night before ; and believing that the good reception 
I enjoyed was destined for another, therefore 1 took 
no notice of her affliction ; and she had the mortifi- 
cation to find her disdain returned fourfold. How- 
ever, from thence forward she thought proper to 
use me with more complaisance than usual, knowing 
that it was in my power at any time to ])ublish her 
shame. By these means my life became much more 
agreeable, though I never could prevail upon myself 
to repeat my nocturnal visit ; and, as 1 every day 
improved in my knowledge of the town, I shook 
off my awkward air by degrees, and ac<|uired the 
character of a polite journeyman apothecary. 


CHAPTER XX. 

1 am assaulted and danf^erously wounded — Suspect O’Don- 
nell, and am conlirmed in my Opinion — Concert a Scheme 
of Revenge, and put it in execution — O’Donnell robs his 
own Servant, and disappears — I make my Addresses to a 
Lady, ainl am miraculously delivered from her Snare. 

One night about twelve o’clock, as T returned from 
visiting a patient at Chelsea, I received a blow on 
my head from an unseen band, tliat stretched me 
senseless on the ground ; and was left for dead, with 
three stabs of a sword in iny body. The groans 1 
uttered, when I recovered the use of my reason, 
alanned the people of a solitary alehouse that stood 
near the spot where 1 lay, and they were humane 
enough to take me in, and send for a surgeon, who 
dressed my wounds, and assured me they were not 
mortal. One of them penetrated through the skin 
and muscles of one side of my belly in such a man- 
ner, that doubtless the assassin imagined be had 
run me through the entrails. The second slanted 
along one of my ribs ; and the last, which was in- 
tended for the finishing stroke, having been di- 
rected to my heart, the sword snapped upon my 
breastbone, and the point remained sticking in the 
skin. When 1 reflected upon this event, 1 could not 
persuade myself that 1 had been assaulted by a com- 
mon footpad ; because it is not usual for such peo- 
ple to murder those they rob, especially when they 


meet with no resistance ; and I found my money, 
and every thing else about me (but my carcase) 
safe. I concluded, therefore, that T must either have 
been mistaken for another, or obliged to the private 
resentment of some secret enemy for what had 
happened ; and as I could remember nobody who 
had the least cause of complaint against me, ex- 
cept Optain O’Donnell and my master’s daughter, 
my suspicion settled upon them, though 1 took care 
to conceal it, that I might the sooner arrive at con- 
firmation. With this view, 1 went home in a chair 
about ten o’clock in the morning ; and as the chair- 
man supported me into the house, met the captain 
in the jiassage, who no sooner saw me, than he 
started back, and gave evident signs of guilty con- 
fusion, which he would have accounted for from the 
surprise occasioned by seeing me in such a con- 
dition. My master having heard my story, condoled 
me with a good deal of sympathy, and when he 
understood my w oiinds were not dangerous, ordered 
me to he carried up stairs to bed ; though not with- 
out .some opposition from his wife, who was of 
opinion, it would be better for me to go to an hos- 
pital, where 1 should he more carefully attended. 
JMy meditation was employed in concerting with 
myself some method of revenge against Squire 
O’Donnell and his inamorata, whom I looked upon 
as the authors of my misfortune ; wdien Miss (who 
w as not at home at my arrival) entered my cham- 
ber, and, saying she was sorry for the accident that 
had befallen me, asked if 1 suspected any body 
to he the assassin : uiion which 1 fixed my eyes 
stedfastly upon her, and answered, “Yes.” She 
discovered no symptom of confusion ; but rcjilied 
hastily, “ If that be the case, why don’t you take 
out a warrant to have him apprehended ? It will 
cost hut a trifle ; if you have no money, I’ll lend 
you.” This frankness not only cured me of my 
suspicion with resjiect to her; hut cv(‘U staggered 
my belief with regard to the captain, of whosii guilt 
I resolved to have further proof before 1 should 
enterprise any thing in the way of revenge. I 
thanked her kindly for her generous ofier ; wliich, 
however, 1 had no occasion to accejit, being deter- 
mined to do nothing rashly : for though J could 
plainly perceive the person who attacked me to he 
a soldier, whose face 1 thought was familiar to me, 
1 could not swear with a safe conscience to any par- 
ticular man ; and, granting I could, my prosecution 
of him would not much avail, 'riiis uncertainty J 
pretended, lest the captain, hearing from her that I 
knew the person who wounded me, might think 
proper to withdraw before 1 could he in a condition 
to re(|uite him. In two days I was up, and able to 
do a little business, so that Mr. Lavement made 
shift to curry on his practice, without hiring another 
journeyman in my room. The first thing 1 at- 
tempted towards a certain discovery of my secret 
enemy, was to get into O'DonneU’s apartment while 
he was abroad in an undress, and examine his 
sword, the point of which being broke off, 1 applied 
the fragment that was found sticking in my body, 
and found it answered the fractured part exactly. 
There was no room left for doubt ; and all that re- 
mained was Xi fix upon a scheme of revenge, which 
almost solely engrossed my thoughts during the 
space of eight nights and days. Sometimes 1 was 
tempted to fall upon him in tin* same manner as he 
had practised upon me, and kill him outright. But 
this assault my honour opposed as a piece of 
barbarous cowardice, in which he was not to be 
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imitated. At other times I entertained thoughts of 
demanding satisfaction in an honourabJe way ; but 
was diverted from this undertaking by considering 
the uncertainty of the event, and tlie nature of the 
injury he had done me, which did not entitle him 
lo such easy terms. At last 1 determined to pursue 
a middle course ; and actually put my design in 
execution after this manner. Having secured the 
assistance of Strap and two of his accpiaintance 
whom he could dej)end upon, we provided ourselves 
with disguises, and I caused the following letter to 
be delivered to him by one of our associates in 
livery one Sunday evening. 

“ Sill, — If I may be allowed to judge from appearance, it 
will not be disagreeable to you to hear that my husband if^ 
gone to Bagshot to visit a patient, and will not return till 
to-morrow night , so that if yon have any thing to propose 
to me (.IS your beliaviour on many occasions has seemed to 
insinuate), you will do well to embrace the present opportu- 
nity of seeing “ Yours, Src.” 

This letter was signed with the name of an apo- 
thecary’s wife w'ho lived in ( Chelsea, of whom 1 
had heard O’Donnell w^as an admirer. Every tiling 
succeeded to our wi*<h. The amorous hero hast- 
ened towards tlie place of assignation ; and was 
encountered by us in the very place wliere he had 
assaulted me. We rushed upon him all at once, 
secured his sword, stripped olf his clothes even to 
the skill, w hieli we scourged with nettles till he was 
blistered from head to foot, notwithstanding all the 
eloquence of liis tears and supplications. When 1 
w-as satisfied with the strijies I liad bestowed, we 
carried off his clothes, which we hid in a hedge 
near the placi*, and li'ft him stark naked to find his 
way liome in the best manner he could, while 1 
took care to be there before him. I afterwards 
understood, that, in his way to the lodgings of a 
friend w ho lived in llie skirts of the town, he was 
picked uj) by the watidi, who carried him to the 
Roimd-liouse, from w hence he sent for clothes to his 
lodgings ; and next morning arrived at the door in 
a chair, wTapped up in a blanket he had borrowed ; 
for his body w'as so sore and swelled, tliaf he could 
not hear to he confined in his w earing apjiarel. He 
was treated with the utmost teiidiTiiess by my mis- 
tress and her daughter, who vied with each otlier 
in tlu'ir care and attendance of him ; hut Lavement 
himself could not forbear expressing his joy, by 
several malicious grins, while he orderd me to 
jirepare an unguent for his sores. As to myself, I 
noliody can doulit my gratification w hen 1 had every j 
day an opportunity of seeing my revenge protracted ' 
on the body of my adversary, by the ulcers of wdiieh 
J had been the cause ; and indeed 1 not onl)' en- 
joyed the satisfaction of having flayed him alive, 
hut another also wliicli I liad not foresemi. The 
story of Ins lieiiig attacked and stripped in such a 
place having been inserted in the news, gave infor- 
mation to those who found his clothes next day 
whither to bring them ; and accordingly he retrieved 
every thing he liad lost, except a few letters, among 
which was that which I had writ to him in the name 
of the apothecary’s wife. This and the others, which, 
it seems, wTre all on the subject of love (for this 
Hibernian hero was one of those people who arc 
called forturie-lmnters), fell into the hands of a 
certain female author, famous for the scandal she 
has ])nhlished, who, after having emliellished them 
with some ornaments of her own invention, gave 
th(‘in to the town in print. 1 was very much shocked 
an reflecting, that 1 might possibly be the wcasion 


of a whole family’s unhappiness, on account of the 
letter 1 had written ; hut was eased of that ap- 
prehension, wlien I understood that the Chelsea 
apothecary had commenced a law -suit against the 
printer for defamation ; and looked upon the whole 
as a piece of forgery committed by the author, w ho 
had disappeared. But whatever might be his 
opinion of tlie matter, our two ladies seemed to 
entertain a different idea of it : for, as soon as the 
pamphlet appeared, 1 could perceive their care of 
their patient considerably dimmish, until at last it 
ended in total neglect. It was impossible for him to 
he ignorant of this cliange, any more than of the 
o\*casion of it ; hut as he w'as conscious to himself 
of having deserved worse than contempt at their 
hands, he was glad to come off so cheaply, and con- 
tented himself with muttering curses and threats 
against the apothecary, who, as he imagined, having" 
got an inkling of the appointment wdtli his wife, had 
taken revenge of him in the manner described. By 
the time he got a new scarf skin. Ids character was 
become so notorious, that he thought it high time 
for him to decamp ; and his retreat he performed in 
one niglit without heat of drum, after having rob- 
bed his own servant of every thing that belonged 
to him, excejit the clothes he had on his hack. A 
few days after he disappeared, Mr. Lavenu'iit, for 
his own security, took into custody a large old 
trunk wdiieh he had left ; and, as it was very heavy, 
made no question that the coni cuts were sufficient 
to indemnify him for wdiat O’Donnell owed in 
lodging. But a month being elapsed w ithout liear- 
ing any tidings of this adventurer, and my master 
being impatient to know what the trunk contained, 
he ordered me to break it open in his presence, 
whieh task I performed w ith the pestle of our great 
mortar, and diseovi*red, to his inexpressible astonish- 
ment and moiiitieation, a lu'a]) of stones. 

About Ibis time my friend Strap informed mt 
of an offer he had to go abroad wuth a gentleman, 
in quality of valet ile cliatnhre, and at tlie same 
tune assured me, that wimtCM'r advautagi* he might 
jirojiose to himself from this prosjiect, he could 
not hear the thouglits of jiarting from me ; so 
iiiueli was he attached to my fortune. In spite 
of all the obligations 1 owed to this poor honest 
fellow, ingratitude is so natural to flic heart of 
mau, tlial I began to he tired of his acquaintance ; 
and HOW' tliat 1 had contracted other friendships 
whieh apj>eared more creditable, w'as even ashamed 
to .see a journeyman barber inquiring after iiu* with 
the familiarity of a eompariioii. 1 llierefore, on 
jireteuee of consulting his welfare, insisted upon 
iiis aeeeyiting the proposal, which lie at last de- 
termined to embrace with great reluctance ; and 
ill a few days took liis leave of me, shedding a 
flood of tears, whieh 1 could not behold witliout 
emotion. I now began to look upon myself as a 
gmitlemaii in reality — learned to dance of a Ereiieli- 
man whom 1 had cured of a fashionable distemper — 
frequented plays during tlie holidays — beeanie the 
oracle of an alehouse, whore every dis]mte was re- 
ferred to my decision — and at lentil contracted an 
acquaintance with a young lady, who found meiuis 
to make a conquest of my heart, and upon whom 1 
prevailed, after much atUmdance and solicitiition. to 
give me a promise of marriage. As this beautiful 
creature passed for a rich heiress, I blessed my good 
fortune, and was actually on the point of, crowning 
all my wishes by matrimony ; when one morning 
1 went to her lodgings, and her maid being abroad, 
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took tke privilege of a bridegroom to enter her 
chamber, where, to my utter confusion, I found her 
in bed with a man. Heaven gave me patience and 
presence of mind enough to withdraw immediately 
and I thanked my stars a thousand times for thi 
happy discovery, by which I resolved to profit so 
much as to abandon all thoughts of marriage for 
the future. 


CHAPTER XXL 

Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my Master — Is involved 
in a troublesome AlFair, out of which he is extricated by 
me— He marries my Master’s Daughter — They conspire 
against me — I am found guilty of Theft — Discharged — 
Deserted by my Friends — I hire a Room in St. Giles’s — 
Where, by accident, I find the Lady fi> whom 1 made my 
Addresses in a iiiiserahle condition — I relieve her. 

WuiLE I enjoyed myself at large in this temper of 
mind, Mr. ].(avt*ment let his first floor to my coun- 
tryman and acquaintance, Squire Gawky, who, by 
this time, had got a lieutenancy in the army, and 
such a martial ferocity in his appearance, that T 
was afraid he would remember what had happened 
between us in Scotland, and atone for his breach of 
appointment then, by his punctuality now ; but, 
whether he had actually forgot me, or was willing 
to make me believe so, he betrayed not the least 
symptom of recognition at sight of me, and I re- 
mained quite cured of my apprehension ; though 1 
had occasion, not long after, to be convinced that, 
howsoever liis externals might be altered, he was 
at bottom the same individual Gawky whom T have 
already described. For, coming home late one 
night from the house of a patient, 1 heard a noise 
in the street, and, as I approached, perceived two 
gentlemen in custody of three watchmen. The 
prisoners, who were miserably disfigured with dirt, 
complained bitterly of the loss of their hats .'md 
wigs ; and one of them, whom, by his tongue, 1 
knew to he a Scotchman, lamented most ])iteously, 
offering a guinea for his liberty, which the watch- 
man refused, alleging that one of his companions 
was wounded grievously, and that he must stand to 
the consequence. My prejudice in favour of my 
country was so strong, that I could not bear to see 
anybody belonging to it in distress, and therefore, 
with one blow of my faithful cudgel, knocked down 
the watchman who had hold of the person for whom 
1 was chiefly concerned, lie was no sooner dis- 
engaged, than he betook himself to his heels, and 
left me to maintain the dispute as I should think 
[)roper ; and, indeed, 1 came off’ hut scuryily ; for, 
before I could avail myself of my si)eed, I received 
a blow on the eye from one of the other two, that 
had well nigh deprived me of tlie use of that organ. 
However, 1 made shift to get home, where 1 ■was 
informed of Captain Gawky’s being robbed and 
abused by a company of footpads, and was ordered 
by my master to j)r(‘pare an emollient glystcr and 
paregoric draught, in order to allay and compose 
the ferment of his spirits, occasioned by the barba- 
rous treatment he had undergone, while he took 
twelve ounces of blood from him immediately. 
When I inquired into the particulars of this adven- 
ture, and understood, by the servant, tliat he came 
in just before me, without hat and wig, I made no 
scruple of believing him to bo the person 1 had re- 
leased, and was confirmed in my belief upon hear- 
ing his voice, to which, before that event, I had 


i heen so long a stranger. My eye being considerably 
S'welled and inflamed, I could not reflect upon my 
enterprise without cursing my own folly, and even 
resolving to declare the truth of the whole story, in 
order to be revenged on the cowardly wretch, for 
whom I had suffered. Accordingly, next day, after 
he had told, in the presence of my master, his wife, 
and daughter, who came to visit him, a thousand 
lies concerning the prowess lie had shown in making 
his escape, 1 ventured to explain the mystery, and, 
calling in the evidence of my contuped eye, up- 
braided him with cowardice and ingratitude, 
jawky was so astonished at this discourse, that he 
lould not answer one word; and the rest of the 
company stared at one another ;'till, at length, my 
mistress reprimanded me for my insolent behaviour, 
and threatened to turn me away for my ])resiimp- 
tion. Upon which Gawky, having recollected 
liimself, observed, as the young man miglit have 
iiislaken another person for him, he could forgive 
lis insinuations, more especially as he seemed to 
liave suffered for his civility; hut advised me to be 
more certain in my eonjectures for the future, be- 
fore 1 ventured to publish them to the prejudice of 
any man. Miss applauded the captain’s generosity 
in pardoning one who had so villainously aspersed 
him, and T began to imagine her praise was not at 
ill disinterested. But the apothecary, w ho, perhaps, 
lad more penetration, or less partiality, than his 
wife and daughter, ditftuvd from tlicm in his senti- 
aents of the matter, and expressed himself to me 
n the shop in this manner: *’Ah! mon pauvre 
Hoderiquel you ave more of de veracite dan of de 
irudenee — hot mine vife and datcr he diablement 
lage, and Mons. Ic Capitaine un fanfaron, pardieu !” 
This eulogium on his wife and daughter, though 
ipokeii ironically by him, was, nevertheless, hte- 
•aliy just ; by esjumsing the cause of Gawky, the 
)ne obliged a valuable lodger, and the othiT ae(piired 
a husband at a junetin'e when one w^as absolutely 
lecessary ; for the young lady, finding the eifeets 
>f her correspondence with O’Donnell becoming 
plainer and jilainer every day, insinuated lierself so 
artfully into the affection of this now lodger, that 
in less than a fortnight, on pretence of going to a 
play, they drove away together to the Fleet, where 
hey were coupled; from thence removed to a 
bagnio, where the marriage was consummated ; 
and in the morning came home, where they asked 
*ier father’s and mother’s blessing. The prudent 
lareuts, Tiotwitlistaiuliiig the preeifiitation Avitb 
which the match was carried on, did not think fit 
o refuse their approbation ; fort lie apothecary was 
lot ill pleased to find his daughttT married to a 
young man of a good prospect, who had not men- 
tioned to liim one syllable on the article of her 
dow ry ; and his wife was rejoiced at being rid of a 
rival ill her gallants, and a spy upon her pleasures. 
Nor w'as 1 without self-enjoyment at this event, 
when 1 reflected upon the revenge 1 had unwit- 
tingly taken upon my enemy, in making him a 
cuckold by anticipation. But J little dreamed what 
X storm of mischief was brewing against me, whilst 
I thus indulged myself. Whatever face Gawky 
put oil the matter, my discovery of the adventure 
before related, and the reproaches 1 vented against 
him, had stung him to the soul, and cherished the 
seeds of enmity so strongly in his breast, that he, it 
seems, imparted his indignation to his wife, who being 
as desirous as himself to compass the ruin of one 
that not only slighted her caresses, but was able on 
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4^7 occasion to discover particulars not at all ad- 
Itenta^eous to her character, readily joined in a 
bonspiracy against me, which, had it taken effect 
as they expected, would infallibly have brought me 
to an ignominious death. 

My master having several times missed large 
quantities of medicines, of which 1 could give no 
iccount, at last lost all patience, and, in plain terms, 
axed me with having embezzled them for my own 
ise. As I could only oppose my single asseveration 

0 his suspicion, he told me one day, “ Tiy gar, your 
rord not be give me de satisfaction — me find neccs- 
nire to chcrcher for my medicine, pardonnez moi — 

1 faut chercher — me demand le clef of your coftre 
t cettc heure.” Then raising his voice to conceal 
he fright he was in, lest I should make any oppo- 
ition, he went on, “ Oui, foutre, I charge you reudez 
e clef of your coffre — ^moi — si, moi qui vous parle.” 

was fired with so much resentment and disdain at 
his accusation, that I burst into tears, which he 
ook for a sign of my guilt ; and, pulling out my 
.ey, told him he might satisfy himself immediately, 
hough he would not find it so easy to satisfy me 
[)r tl»e itijury ray reputation had suffered from his 
Liijust susi)icion. lie took the key, and mounted 
ip to my chamber, attended by the whole family ; 
ay mg, “He bien, nous verrons— nous verrons.” 
Jut what was my horror and amazement, when, on 
pening my chest, he pulled out a handful of the 
ery things that were missing, and pronounced. 
Ah ha! vous etes bien venus-r-mardie, Mons. Ko- 
eri(|ue, you be fort innocent.” 1 had not power 
a utter one word in my own vindication, but stood 
lotionless and silent, Avhile everybody present 
lude their respective remarks on what a])peared 
gainst me. The servants said they were sorry for 
ly misfortune, and went away repeating, “ Who 
^ould have thought it?” My mistress took occa- 
lon, from this detection, to rail against the practice 
f employing strangers in general; and Airs. Gawky, 
fter having observed that she never had a good 
pinion of my fidelity, ])roposed to have me carried 
efore a justice, and committed to Newgate imme- 
iately. Her huslnmd was actually upon the stairs 
1 his way for a constable, when Mr. Lavement, 
nowing the cost and trouble of a prosecution to 
'hieh he must bind himself, and at the same time 
reading lest some particulars of my confession 
light affect his practice, called out, “ Restez, mon 
Is! rt'stez, it be veritablement one grand crime 
'Inch dis pauvre diable have committed --hot peut- 
tre de good (Jod give him de jienitenee, and me 
ill not have upon mine head de blood of one sin- 
er.” The captain and his lady used all the 
linstian arguments their zeal could suggest, to 
re vail on the; apothecary to pursue me to destruc- 
on. and represented the injustice he did to the 
immunity of which he was a member, in letting a 
illain escape, who would not fail of doing md^e 
lischief in the world, when he should reflect on 
IS coming off:‘ so easily now. Tint their eloquence 
lade no impression on my master, who, turning to 
le, said, “Go, miserable, go from mine house, 
nick, quick — and make reparation for your maii- 
aisi* actions.” By this time my indignation had 
»used me from the stupefaction in which 1 had 
itherto remained, and I began in this manner: 
^ir, ajipearances, I own, condemn me ; but you 
PC imposed upon as much as I am abused. I liave 
dleri a sacrifice to the rancour of that scoundrel,” 
oiiitiiig to Gawky, “who has found means to 


convey your goods hither, that the detection of them 
might blast my reputation, and accomplish my' 
destruction. His hatred of me is owing to a con 
sciousnoss of his having wronged me in my own 
country ; for which inj ury he, in a cowardly manner, 
refused me the satisfaction of a gentleman. He 
knows, moreover, that I am no stranger to his das- 
tardly behaviour in this town, which I liavc re- 
counted before ; and he is unwilling that such a 
testimony of his ingratitude and pusillanimity should 
live u])on the earth. Eor this reason he is guilty 
of the most infernal malice to bring about iny ruin. 
And 1 am afraid, madam,” turning to Mrs. Gawky, 

“ you have too easily entered into the sentiments of 
your husband. I have often found you my enemy, 
ind am well acquainted with the occasion of your 
being so, which I don’t at present think jiropcr to 
declare ; hut I would not advise you, for your own 
sake, to drive me to extremity/’ This address 
enraged her so much, that, with a face as red as 
scarlet, and the eyes of a fury, she strutted up to 
aie, and, putting her hands on her sides, spit in my 
face, saying 1 was a scandalous villain, but she 
defied my malice ; and that, unless her papa would 
prosecute me like a thief as 1 was, she would not 
«!tay another night under his roof. At the same 
time Gawky, assuming a big look, told me he 
scorned what lies I could invent against him ; but 
that, if* I pretended to asperse his wife, he would 
)iit me to deatli, by G — d. ff’o this threat 1 an- 
wered, “ I wish to God I could meet with tlicc in 
a desert, that 1 might have an opportunity of 
junishiiig tlicc for thy perfidy towards me, and rid 
Be world of such a rascal. What hinders me this 
iioment,” said 1, seizing an old bottle that stood by, 
‘from doing myself that justice ?” 1 had no sooner 
armed myself in this manner, than Gaw’ky and his 
father-in-law retired in such a hurry, that the one 
overturned the other, and they rolled together down 
stairs ; while my mistress swooned away with fear; 
and her daughtei’ asked if I intended to murder 
her ? I gave her to understand, that nothing was 
farther from my intention ; that 1 would leave her 
.o the stings of her own conscience, but was firmly 
resolved to slit her husband’s nose, whenever for- 
une should offer a convenient opportunity. Then 
?oing dowm stairs, 1 met Lavement coming up 
.reinbliiig with tlu* pestle in his hand, and Guwky 
behind, armed with his sword, pushing him forward. 

L demanded a parley, and having assured them of 
iny pacific disposition, Gawky exclaimed, “ Ah ! 
villain ! you have killed my dear wife.” And the 
apothecary cried, “ Ah ! coquin ! vere is my shild?” 

“ The lady,” said 1, “is above stairs, unhurt by me, 
and will a few mouths hence, I believe, reward 
our concern.” Here she called to them, and de- 
sired they would let the wretch go, and trouble 
hemscives no further about him. To which ro- 
piest her father consented, observing, nevertheless, 
hat my conversation was fort mysterieuse. Find- 
ng it impossible to vindicate my innocence, 1 left 
he house immediately, and went to the school- 
naster, with an intention of clearing myself to him, 
nd asking his advice w'ith regard to my future 
conduct ; but, to my inexpressible vexation, was 
.old he was gone to the country, where he would 
tay two or three days. I returned with a design 
>f consulting some acquaintances I had acquired in 
ny master’s neighbourhood; hut my story had 
taken air, through the officioiisness of the servants, 
and not one of my friends would vouchsafe me a 



44 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


heariug. Thus I found myself, by the ini(iuity of 
mankind, in a much more deplorable condition than 
ever : for though T had been formerly as poor, my 
reputation was without blemish, and my health un- 
impaired till now ; but at present iny good name 
was lost, my money gone, my friends were alien- 
ated, my body was infected by a distemper con- 
tracted in the course of an amour, and my faithful 
Strap, who alone could yield me jjity and assistance, 
absent I knew not where. 

The first resolution J could take in this melan- 
choly coujuneture, was to remove my clothes to 
the house of the person witliwhom 1 had formerly 
lodged, where I remained two days, in hopes of 
getting another place, by the interest of IVIr. ('oii- 
cordanee, to whom I made no doubt of being able 
to vindicate my character; but in this supposition 
1 reckoned without my host, for Lavement took 
care to be beforehand with me, and when I attempted 
to explain the whole affair to the schoolmasU*r, 1 
found him so prepossessed against me, that he would 
scarce hear me to an end ; but when 1 had finished 
ray justification, shook his head, and beginning with 
his usual exclamation, “ O (ffi — st !” said, “That 
won’t go down with me. I am very sorry I should 
liave the misfortune of being concerned in the affair, 
but, however, shall be more cautious for the future. 

I will trust no man from henceforward — no, not 
my father who begat me — nor the brother who ! 
lay with me in my mother’s womb. Should Daniel 
rise from the dead, 1 would think him an impostor, 
and were the genius of Truth to appear, would 
(piestion its veracity.” 1 told him, that one day it 
was possible lie might be convinced of the injury 
1 had suffered, and repent of his premature deter- 
mination. To which remark he answ'cred, the 
proof of my innocence would make his bowvls to 
vibrate with joy ; “ but till that shall happen,” 
continued he, “ 1 must beg to have no manner of 
connexion with you — my reimtation is at stake — () 
ray good God! I shall be looked uimri as your 
accomplice and abettor — ])eople will say Jonathan 
Wild was but a type of me—boys will hoot at me 
as T pass along, and the cinder-wenches belch forth 
reproaches wafted in a gale impregnated with 
gin — I shall be notorious— the very butt of slander 
and cloak of infamy.” I was not in a humour to 
relish the climax of expressions upon which this 
gentleman valued himself in all his discourses ; but, 
without any ceremony, took my leave, cursed with 
every sentiment of horror w hich my situation could 
suggest. I considered, however, in the intervals of 
ray despondence, that 1 must in some shape suit 
ray expense to my calamitous circumstances ; and 
with that view^ liired an apartment in a garret near 
St. Giles’s, at the rate of nine-pence per we(‘k. In 
this place I resolved to perform my own cure, 
having first pawned three shirts to purchase medi- 
cines and support for the occasion. 

(.)ne day when I sat in this solitary retreat, 
musing upon the unhappiness of my fate, 1 was 
alarmed by a groan that issued from a cliaraber 
contiguous to mine, into which J immediately ran, 
and found a woman stretched on a miserable truckle 
bed, without any visible signs of life. Having applied 
a smelling bottle to her nose, the blood began to 
revisit her cheeks, and she opened her eyes ; but, 
good heavens ! what were the emotions of my soul, 
when I discovered her to be the same individual 
lady who had triumphed over my heart, and to 
whose fate I had almost been inseparably joined! 


Her deplorable situation filled my breast with com 
passion, and every tender idea reviving in my 
imagination, I flew into her embrace. She knew 
me immediately ; and, straining me gently in her 
arms, slied a torrent of tears, which I could not 
lielp increasing. At length, casting a languishing 
nook at me, she pronounced, with a feeble voice, 
“ Dear Mr. Random, I do not deserve this concern 
at your hands. I am a vile creature who had a 
base design upon your p(‘rs()n ; suffer nu* to expiate 
that and all my other crimes by a miserable death, 
which will not fail to overtake me in a few hours.” 
I encouraged her as much as I could ; told her I 
forgave all her intentions with regard to me ; and 
that, although my circumstances were extremely 
low, I would share my last farthing with her. In 
the mean time, begged to know the immediate cause 
of that fit from whicli *-’he had just recovered, aud 
said, 1 would endeavour by my skill to prevent any 
more sucli attacks. She seemed very much aff(‘eted 
with this expression, took my liand and pressed it 
to her lips, saying, “You are too generous 1 — 1 wish 
I could live to express my gratitude ; hut alas 1 I 
perish for want.” Then, shutting her eyes, she 
relapsed into another sw^ooii. Such extremity of 
distress must liave awaked tlie most obdurate 
heart to sympathy and compassion. What eftect, 
then, must it have bad on mine, that w'as naturally 
prone to every tender passion? 1 ran down stairs, 
and sent my landlady to a chemist’s sho]) for some 
cinnamon water; while J, returning to this un- 
fortunate creature’s el)amber, used all tlie means in 
my j)ower to bring her to herself. 'I’his aim, with 
muehditfienlty, I aeeomplished, and made lier drink 
a glass of the cordial to recruit her spirits ; tlien 1 
prepared a little mulled red wiiu* and a toast, w^hich 
having taken, she found herself tborouglily revived, 
and informed me, that she had not tasted food for 
eight and forty hours before. As 1 w as impatient 
to know the occasion and nature of her calamity, 
she gave me to understand, that slie was a woman of 
the town by profession : that, in the course* of licr 
adventures, she found herself dangerously infected 
with a distemper to which all of her class are 
])articularly subject ; that her malady gaining ground 
every daj, she became loathsome to herself ami 
offensive to others ; when she resolved to retire to 
some obscure corner, where slic miglit he cured 
with as little noise and (‘xj)ense as j)ossible ; that 
she had accordingly clioscu tliis place of retreat, 
and put herself into the hands of an advertising 
doctor, who having ileeeed her of all the money she 
had, or could jjrocurc, left her three days ago in a 
worse condition than that in which he found her: 
that, except the clothes on her hack, she had pawmed 
or sold every tiling that belonged to her, to satisfy 
that ra])acious tpiack, and (juiet the clamour of her 
landlady, who still persisted in her threats to turn 
her out into the street. After having moralized 
upon these particulars, I projiosed tliat she .should 
lodge ill the same room with me, an expedient that 
would save some money ; and assured her 1 would 
undertake her cmx* as well as my owm, during 
which she .should partake of all the conveniences 
that I could afford to myself. She embraced my 
offer with unfeigned acknowledgment; and J began 
to put it in practice immediately. 1 found in her not 
only an agreeable companion, whose conversation 
greatly alleviated my chagrin, hut also a careful 
nurse, who served me with the utmost fidelity and 
affection. One day, while I testified my surprise 
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that a woman of hor beauty, good sense, ain 
education (for she had a large portion of each' 
could be reduced to such an infamous and iniserabl 
way of life as that of a prostitute, — she answ'er(‘d 
with a sigh, “These very advantages were tht 
icause of my undoing.” This remarkable rejdy 
inflamed my curiosity to such a degree, that I 
begged she would favour me with the particulars 
of her story, and she complied in these words : — 


CTIAPTEK XXII. 

The History of Miss Williams. 

Mv father was an eminent merchant in the city, 
who, having in the course of trade suflcTed very 
considerable losses, retired in his old age, witli his 
wife, to a small estate in the country, which he had 
jiurchased with the remains of his fortune. At 
that time 1, being but eight years of age, w^as left in 
town for the convenience of education, boarded 
with an aunt, who was a rigid I^resbyteriau, and 
wlio confined me so closely to what she called the 
duties of religion, that, in time, 1 grew weary of 
her doctrines, and by degrees conceived an aversion 
for the good books she daily recommended to my 
jicnisal. As I increased in age, and appeared with 
a person not disagreeable, T contracted a good deal 
of acquaintance among my own sex, one of whom, 
after having lamented the restraint 1 was under 
from the narrowness of my aunt’s sentiments, told 
me, I must now throw off t'he jirejudices of ojiinion 
imbib(*d under her influence and example, and 
learn to think for myself ; for which purjiose sJie 
advised me to read Shaftesbury, I’indal, Hobbes, 
and all the books that are remarkable for their 
deviation from the old way of thinking, and, by 
comparing one with another, 1 should soon be* able 
to form a system of my own. 1 followed her 
advice; and, whether it Mas owing to my pre- 
possession against what I had formerly read, or the 
clearness of argument in these my new instructors, 

I know not, but I studied them with pleasure, and 
in a short time became a professed Ereethinker. 
Proud of my new improvement 1 ai'gued in all 
companies, and that with such success, that I soon 
acipiired the reputation of a philosopher, and few 
people durst undertake me in a disjiute. T grew 
vain upon my good fortune, and at length pretended 
to make my aunt a proselyte to my opinion; but 
she no sooner perceived my drift, than, taking the 
alarm, she wrote to m^ lather an account of my 
heresj-, and conjured him, as he tendered the good 
of my soul, to remove me immediately from the 
langerous place where 1 had contracted such sinful 
principles. Accordingly my father ordered me into 
the country, where 1 arrived in the fifteenth year 
of my age ; and, by his command, gave him a detail 
of all the articles of my faith, which lie did not 
find so unreasonable as they had been represented. 
Emding myself suddenly deprived of the company 
and pleasures of the town, I grew melancholy, 
and It was some time before 1 could relish my 
situation. But solitude became every day more and 
more familiar to me ; and 1 consoled myself in my 
retreat with the enjoyment of a good library, at 
such times as I was not employed in the manage- 
ment of the family (for my mother had been dead 
three years), in visiting, or some other party of 
rural diversion. Having more imagination than 


judgment, I addicted myself too much to poetry 
and romance ; and, in short, was looked upon as a 
very extraordinary person by every body in the 
country w'here I resided. I had one evening 
strayed, with a book in my hand, into a wood that 
bordered on the high road, at a little distance from 
my father’s house, when a certain dnmken squire 
riding by perceived me, and crying, “ Zounds I 
there’s a charming creature 1 ” alighted ii. a mo- 
ment, caught me in his arms, and treated me so 
rudely, that I shrieked as loud as I could ; and, in 
the mean time, opposed his violence with all the 
strength that rage and resentment oould inspire. 
During this struggle, another horseman came uj), 
who, seeing a lady so unworthily used, dismounted, 
and flew to my assistance. My ravisher, mad with 
disappointment, or provoked with the reproaches of 
the other gentleman, quitted me, and, running to 
his horse, drew' a ])istol from the saddle, and fired 
at my protector, who happily receiving no damage, 
went up, and, with the butt end of his whip, laid 
him prostrate on the ground, before he could use 
lie other, w'hich his antagonist immediately seized, 
ind clapping to the squire’s breast, threatened to 
mt him to death for his cowardic.e and treachery, 
n this dilemma 1 interiiosed and begged his life, 
which was granted to my request, after he had asked 
])ardon, and swore his intention was only to obtain 
i kiss. Tlow'ever, my defender thought proper to 
unload the other pistol, and throw away the flints, 
leforc he gave him his liberty. This courteous 
itranger conducted me home,* where my father 
aving learned the signal service he had done me, 
oaded him with caresses, and insisted on his lodging 
hat night at our house. Jf the obligation he had 
onferred upon me, justly inspired me with senti- 
ueiits of gratitude, bis appearance and conversation 
«;eem(‘d to entitle him to somewhat more. He was 
bout the age of two and twenty, among the tallest 
>f the middle size ; had chestnut coloured hair, 
rhich he wore tied up in a ribbon; a high polished 
brehead, a nose inclining to the acpiiline, lively blue 
*yes, red pouting lips, teeth as w hite as snow, and a 
•ertain openness of countendnee — but w'hat need I 
lescribe any more particulars of his person? I hope 
ou will do me the justice to believe 1 do not flatter, 
dien I say he was the exact resemblance of you ; 
nd, if T had not been well acquainted with his 
amily and pedigree, I should have made no scruple 
•f concluding that you was his brother. He spoke 
ttle, and seemed to liave no reserve ; for what he 
aid W'as ingenuous, sensible, and uneonimon. In 
hort, said she, bursting into tears, he was formed 
or the ruin of our sex. His behaviour was modest 
nd resjiectable ; but his looks were so significant, 
hat I could easily observe he secretly blessed the 
iccasion that introduced him to my acquaintance. 
iVe learned from his discourse that he was the 
Idest son of a wealthy gentleman in the neighbour- 
lood, to whose name we were no strangers; that he 
lad been to visit an acquaintance in the country, 
rom whose house he was returning home when 
y shrieks brought him to my rescue. All night 
ng my imagination formed a thousand ridiculous 
xpectations, ’J’Ikui* was so much of knight- 
■rrantry in tULs gentleman’s coming to the relief of 
damsel in distress, with whom he immediately 
ecame enamoured, that all I liad read of love and 
bivali’y recurred to my fancy, and I looked upon 
lyself as a princess in some region of romance, 
ho, being delivered from the powder of a brutal 
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^iant or satyr by a generous Oroondates, was bound 
m gratitude, as well ^ led by inclination, to yield 
my affections to him without reserve. In vain did 
1 endeavour to cha«|tisc these fofdish conceits, by 
reflections more reasonable and severe. The 
amusing images took full possession of my mind, 
and my dreams represented my hero sighing at my 
feet in the language of a despairing lover. Next 
morning after breakfast he took his leave, when my 
father begged the favour of further acquaintance 
with him ; to which rc(|uest he replied by a com- 
pliment to him, and a look to me so full of elo- 
quence and tenderness, that my whole soul received 
the soft impression. In a short time he repented 
his visit ; and, as a recital of the j)articular steps 
he pursued to ruin me would be too tedious and im- 
pertinent, let it suffice to say, he made it his business 
to insinuate himself into my esteem, by convincing 
me of his own good sense, and at the same time 
flattering my understanding. Tliistask he performed 
in the most artful manner, by seeming to contradict 
me often through misapprehension, that 1 might 
have an opportunity of elearing myself the more 
to my own honour. Having thus secured iny good 
opinion, he h(*gan to give; me some tokens of a 
particular passion, founded on a veneration for the 
qualities of my mind, and, as an accidental ornament, 
admired the bea>ities of my person ; till at length, 
being fully persuaded of bis comjiu'st, he chose a 
proper season for tlie theme, and disclosed his love 
m terms so ardent and sincere, that it was impossible 
for me to disguise the sentiments of my heart, and 
he received my approbation with the most lively 
transport. After this mutual declaration, we con- 
trived to meet morofrequ-ntly, in private interviews, 
where we enjoyed the conversation of one another, 
in all the elevation of fancy and impatience of hope, 
that reciprocal adoration can inspire. He professed 
his honourable intentions, of which I made no 
question, lamented the avaricious disposition of bis 
father, who had destined him for the arms of 
another, and vowed eternal fidelity with such an 
aiipearance of eandonr and devotion, that I hecanio 
a dupe to his deceit, and, in an evil hour, crowned 
his eager desire with full possession. — (3ursed bo 
the day on which I gave away my innoc,eiice and 
peace for a momentary gratification, which has 
entailed upon me such misery and horror ! cursed 
he my beauty, that first attracted the attention of my 
seducer ! cursed he my education, that, by refining 
my sentiments, made my heart the more susceptible! 
cursed be my good sense, that fixed me to one object, 
and taught me the preference 1 enjoyed w as but my 
due I Had I been ugly, nobody would have tempted 
me ; liad I been ignorant, the charms of ray person 
would not have atoned for the coarseness of my 
conversation ; had I been giddy, my vanity would 
have divided my inclinations, and my ideas would 
have been so diffused, that T should never have 
listened to the enchantments of one alone. 

But, to return to my unfortunate story ; w^c gave 
a loose to guilty pleasure, which, for some months, 
banished every other concern. At last, by degrees, 
his visits became less frequent, and his behaviour 
less warm. I perceived his coldness — my heart 
took the alarm — my tears reproached him — and I 
insisted upon the performance of his promise to 
espouse me, that, whatever should happen, my 
reputation might be safe. He seemed to acquiesce 
in my proposal, and left me on pretence of finding 
a proper clergyman to unite us in the bands of 


wedlock. But, alas ! the inconstant had no intention 
to return. I waited a whole week with the utmost 
impatience; sometimes doubting his honour, at 
other times inventing excuses for him, and con- 
demning myself for harbouring the least suspicion 
of his faith. At length I understood from a gen- 
tleman who dined at our house that this perfidious 
wretch was on the point of setting out for London 
with his bride, to buy clothes for their approaching 
nuptials. 'Phis information distracted me! the 
more so, as 1 found myself some months gone with 
child, and reflected that it would be impossible to 
conceal my disgrace, which would not only ruin 
the character I had acquired in the country, hut 
also bring the gray hairs of an indulgent parent 
with sorrow to the grave. Rage took possession of 
my soul ; T denounced a thousand imprecations, 
and formed as many schemes of revenge against llie 
traitor who had undone me I 'fhen my resentment 
would subside into silent sorrow. 1 recalled the 
tranquillity 1 had lost, 1 w ept over my infatuation, 
and sometimes a ray of hope would intervene, aifd 
and for a moment cheer my drooping heart; I 
would revolve all the favourable circumstances of 
Ills eliaraetcr, reyieat the vows he made*, ascribe his 
absence to the vigilance of a suspicious father, wdio 
compelled him to a match his soul abhorred, and 
comfort myself with the expectation of seeing him 
before the tiling should be brought to any terms of 
agr(‘ement. But how vain was my imagination! 
^riie villain left me without remorse ; and in a few 
days the news of his marriage was spread all over 
the country. ]\Iy horror was then inconceivable ! 
and had not the desire of revenge diverted tlu* re- 
solution, I should infallibly have put an end to my 
miserable life. JVly fatluT observed the symptoms 
of my despair; and, though 1 liave good reiu^on to 
believe be guessed the cause, was at a great deal of 
pains to seem ignorant of my affliction, w'hile he 
endeavoured, wnth paternal iondness, to alleviate* 
my distiH'SS. I saw^ his eoneern, which increased 
my anguish, and raised my fury against the author 
of my calamity to an implacable degree. Having 
furnished myself wuth a little money, I made an 
elopement from this unhappy jiarent in the night- 
time, and about break of day arrived at a small 
tow'n, from whence a stage coach set out for Jjfin- 
don, in which 1 embarked, and next day alighted 
in towm ; the spirit of revenge luiving supported me 
all the w^ay against every other reflection. My 
first care was to hire a lodging, in which T kept 
myself very retired, having assumed a feigned 
name, that my character and situation might be 
the bettor concealed. It was not long before 1 
found out the house of my ravisher, whither J im- 
mediately repaired in a transport of rage, deter- 
mined to act some desperate deed for the satisfaction 
of my despair, though the hurry of my spirits 
would not permit me to concert or resolve iipon a 
particular plan. When I demanded admission to 
Lothario (so let me call him), I was desired to send 
up my name and business ; but this I refused, 
telling the porter I had business for his master's 
private ear. Upon which 1 was conducted into a 
parlour until he should be informed of my request. 
There I remained about a quarter of an hour, wher 
a servant entered, and told me his master was en- 
gaged with company, and begged to be excused at 
that time. My temper could hold out no longer ,* 
I pulled a poignard from my bosom where 1 had 
concealed it, and, rushing out, flew up stairs like a 
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fury, exclaiming, “Where is this perfidious villain! 
could I once plunge this dagger into his false heart, 
I should then die satisfied.” The noise I made 
alarmed not only the servants, but the company 
also, who, hearing my threats, came forwards to 
the staircase to sec what was the matter. 1 was 
seized, disarmed, and withheld by two footmen; 
and, in this situation, felt the most exquisite tor- 
ture in beholding my undoer approach with his 
young wife. I could not endure the sight, was de- 
prived of my senses, and fell into a severe fit, 
during which I know not how I was treated ; but 
when 1 recovered the use of reflection, found myself 
on a bed in a paltry apartment, where I was at- 
tended by an old woman, who asked a thousand 
impertinent questions relating to my condition ; 
and informed me that my behaviour had thrown 
the whole family into confusion ; that Lothario 
affirmed I was mad, and proposed to have me sent 
to Hedlam ; but my lady persuaded herself there 
was more in my conduct than he cared should be 
known, and had taken to her bed on bare suspicion, 
having first ordered that 1 should be narrowly 
looked to. I heard all she said without making 
any other reply than desiring she would do me the 
favour to call a chair ; but this, she told me, could 
not be done without her master’s consent, which, 
however, was easily procured, and I was conveyed 
to my own lodgings in a stale of mind that baffles 
nil descripti(m. The agitation of my thoughts pro- 
duced a fever, which brought on a miscarriage ; 
and 1 believe it is well for my conscience that Hea- 
ven thus disposed of my burden ; for, let me own to 
you with peiiileijce and horror, if I had brought a 
living child into the world, my frenzy would have 
prompted me to sacrifice the little innocent to my 
resentment of the father’s infidelity. | 

After this event my rage abated, and my hate 
became more deliberate and calm ; when, one day, ' 
my landlady informed me that there was a gentle- | 
man below who desired to see me, he having some- 
thing of consequence to imj)art, which he was sure 
would contribute to my peace of mind. I was ex- ' 
ceedingly alarmed at this declaration, which J 
attempted to interpret a thousand ways; and before 
I came to any determination he entered my room, 
with an apology for intruding ui)on me against my 
knowledge* or consent. I surveyed him some time, 
and not being able to recollect his face, demanded, 1 
with a faltering accent, what his business wjis with j 
me? Upon wliich he desired I would give him a 
I)articular audience, and he did not doubt of com- 
municating something that would conduce to ray 
satisfaction and repose. As I thought myseb suf- 
ficiently guarded against any violence, I granted 
his request, and bid the woman withdraw. The 
stranger, then advancing, gave me to understand 
that he was well acquainted with the particulars of 
my story, having been informed of them from l-io- 
thario’s own mouth ; that, from the time he knew my 
misfortunes, he had entertained a detestation for tlie 
author oi them ; which had of late been increased and 
inflamed to a desire of revenge, by a piece of dis- 
honourable conduct towards him ; that, hearing of 
my melancholy situation, he had come with an inten- 
tion of offering his assistance and comfort, and was 
ready to espouse my quarrel, and forthwith take ven- 
geance on my seducer, provided I would grant him 
one consideration, which, he hoped, I should see no 
reason to refuse. Had all the artifice of hell been em- 
ployed in composing a persuasive, it could not have 


had a more instantaneous or favourable effect than 
this discourse had upon me. I was transported with 
a delirium of gloomy joy ; E hugged my companion 
in my arms, and vow^ed, that if lie would make good 
his promise, my soul and body should be at his 
disposal. The contract was made ; he devoted 
himself to my revenge, undertook to murder Lo- 
thario that very night, and to bring me an account 
of his death before morning. Accordingly, about 
two of the clock, he was introduced into my chamber, 
and assured me my perfidious lover was no more ; 
that, although lie was not entitled to such an honour- 
able proceeding, he had fairly challenged him to 
the field, where he upbraided him with his treachery 
towards me, for whom, he told me, his sword was 
drawn, and after a few passes left him weltering in 
his blood. 1 was so savaged by my wrongs that I 
delighted in the recital of this adventure, made him 
repeat the particulars, feasted my eyes with the 
blood that remained on his clothes and sword, ana 
ielded np my body as a recompense for the service 
e had done me. My imagination was so engrossed 
with these ideas, that in my sleep I dreamed Lotliario 
appeared before me, pale, mangled, and bloody, 
blamed my rashness, protested his innocence, and 
pleaded his own cause so patheticall;y, that 1 was 
convinced of his fidelity, and waked in a fit of hor- 
ror and remorse. My bedtellow endeavoured to 
sooth, console, and persuade me that J had but 
barely done justice to myself. 1 dropped asleep 
again, and the same a])parition returned to my fancy. 
In short, 1 passed the night in great misery, and 
looked nj)on my avenger with such abhorrence, 
that in the morning, ])erceiving iny aversion, he 
insinuated there was still a ])Ossibility of Ijothario’s 
recovery ; it was true he left him wounded on the 
ground, but not quite dead ; and perha[)S his hurts 
might not he mortal. At these words 1 started up, 
bade him fly for intelligence, and, if he could not 
bring me tidings of Lotliario's safety, at least con- 
sult his own, and never return, for I was resolved 
to surrender myself to justice, and declare all that 
J knew of the affair, that, if possible, I might ex- 
piate my own guilt, by incurring the rigours of a 
sincere repentance and ignominious death. He 
very coolly rej)resented the unreasonableness of my 
prejudice against him, who had done nothing but 
what his love of me inspired, and honour justified ; 
that now he had, at the risk of his life, hci'ii sub- 
servient to my revenge, 1 was about to discard him ' 
as an infamous agent occasionally necessary ; and 
tl*at, even if he should be so lucky as to bring news 
of Lothario’s safety, it was probable my former re- 
sentment might revive, and 1 would upbraid him 
of having failed in his undertaking. 1 assured him 
that, on the contrary, he should be dearer to me 
than ever, as 1 then i^iould be convinced he acted 
more on the principles of a"man of honour than on 
those of a mercenary assassin, and scorned to take 
away the life of an adversary, how inveterate 
soever, which fortune had put in his power. “Well, 
then, madam,” said he, “ whatever may have hap- 
pened, I shall find it no difficult matter to acquit 
myself in point of honour.” And took his leave, 
in order to inquire into the consequences of his 
duel. I was now more sensible than ever of the 
degrees of guilt and misery ; all the affliction 1 had 
suffered hitherto was owing to my own credulity 
and weakness, and my conscience could not accuse 
me of venial crimes ; but now that I looked upon 
myself as a murderer, it is impossible to express 
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the terrors of my imagination^ which was inces 
santly haunted by the image of the deceased, an< 
my bosom stung with the most exquisite agonies 
of which I saw no end. At length Horatio (for s« 
T shall call my keeper) returned, and, telling me 
had nothing to fear, delivered into my hands 
billet containing these words : 

“ Madam, — As I understand it is of consequence to youi 
peace, I take tins liberty to inform you, that tlm wounds re 
ceived from Horatio are not mortal. This satisfaction nij 
humanity could not deny, even to a person who has endea- 
voured to disturb tJie repose, as well as destroy the life ol 

“ Lothario. 

Being well acquainted with this hand, I had no 
reason to susp(*ct an imposition in tliis letter, whicl 
I read over in a trans{)Ort of joy, and caressed 
Horatio so much that he apjiearedthe happiest man 
alive. Thus was I won from dcsjiair by the menaces 
of a greater mislbrtime than that wliich depressed 
me. Griefs are like usurpei-s, the most powerful 
deposes all the rest. But my raptures >verc not 
lasting; that very letter which, in a manner, re- 
established my tranquillity, in a little time banished 
my peace. His unjust reproaches, while they waked 
my resentment, recalled my fonnor happiness, and 
filled my soul with rage and sorrow. Horatio, 
perceiving the situation of my mind, endeavoured 
to divert my chagrin, by treating me with all tlie 
amusements and entertainments of the town. 1 
was gratified with every indulgence I could desire, 
introduced into the company of other kept mis- 
tresses, by whom uncommon deference w as paid to 
me ; and 1 began to lose all remeinbranco of my 
former condition, when an accident brought it back 
to my view, wdth all its interesting circumstances. 
Diverting myself one day with sonuf newspajiers, 
which I had not before perused, the following ad- 
vertisement attracted my attention : — 

“ Whereas, a young gentlewoman disappeared 

from her father’s house, in the county of , 

about the end of September, on account, as is sup- 
posed, of some uneasiness of mind, and has not been 
as yet heard of. Whoever will give any information 
about her to Mr. , of Gray’s Tun, shall be hand- 

somely rewarded ; or if she will return to the arms 
of lier disconsolate parent, she will he received 
with the utmost tenderness, whatever reason slie 
may liave to think otherwise, and may he the means 
of prolonging the life of a father, already weighed 
down almost to the grave with age and sorrow.” 

This pathetic remonstrance had such an effect 
on me, that 1 w^as fully resolved to return, like the 
prodigal son, and implore the forgiveness of him 
who gave me life ; but, alas ! upon inquiry, 1 found 
he had paid his (U'bt to nature a month before, 
lamenting my absence to hi.s last hour, having left 
his fortune to a stranger, as a mark of his resent- 
ment of my unkind and undutiful behaviour. Pene- 
trated with remorse on this occasion, 1 sunk into the 
most profound melancholy, and considered myself as 
the immediate cause of his death. 1 lost all relish for 
company, and indeed most of iny acquaintance no 
sooner perceived my cliange of temper than they 
abandoned me. Horatio, disgusted at my insensi- 
bility, or, w'hich is more jirohablc, cloyed with pos- 
session, became colder and colder every day, till at 
last he left me altogether, without making any 
apology for his conduct, or securing me against the 
miseries of want, as a man of honour ought to have 
done, considering the share he had in my ruin; 
for I afterwards learned that the quarrel between 


Lothario and him was a story trumped up to rid the 
one of my importunities, and give the other the 
enjoyment of my person, w'hioh, it seems, he lusted 
after, upon seeing me at the house of my seducer. 
Reduced to this extremity, I cursed my simplicity *. 
uttered horrid imprecatious against the treacherj 
of Horatio; and, as I became every day more 
familiarized to the loss of innocence, resolved to lie 
revenged on the sex in general, by practising their 
ow'ii arts upon themselves. Nor was an o})por- 
tiinity long wanting ; an old geiitlew^oinan, under 
j)retence of sympathizing, visited me, and, after 
having condoled me on iny misfortunes, and pro- 
fessed a disinterested friendsliip, began to disjilay 
the art of her occupation in encomiums on ni^ 
beauty, and invectives against the wTctcli who had 
forsaken me ; insinuating withal, tJiat it w ould be 
my own fault if 1 did not still make my fortune In 
the extraordinary (jualifications with wliieh nature 
had endow ed me. J soon understood lier drift, and 
gave her such encouragement to explain herself, 
that we came to an agivement immediately to di- 
vide the profits of my prostitution accruing IVoin 
such gallants as she should introduce to my ac- 
quaintance. The first stroke of my dissiiimlatitin 
was practised upon a certain judge, to whom 1 wa.** 
recommended by this matron as an innocent erea- 
,ure just arrived from the country. He wiis so 
ransported with my ajipearance and feigned sim- 
ilicity, that he paid a hundred guineas for the pos- 
.es.sion of me for one niglit only, during which I 
jehaved in such a manner tis to make liim per- 
fectly well pleased with his purchase. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

ilie is interrupted by a Bailifl', Mho arrests and carries her lo 
the MarshaJsea — I accompany her — JJnnj; Witnesses tt* 
prove she u not the person named in the Writ — J’hc IJai- 
lill is fain to give her a Present, and <Uschar{fe lier - We 
shift our Lodgintt— She rehumes her Story, and ends u— 
My llcflections thereupon — Slie makes me acquainted with 
the Progress of a Common Woman of tlie Toivu — Resolves 
to quit that way of life. 

Ier Bttiry was here interrupted by a rap at the door, 
* hich 1 no sooner opened, tlian three or four ter- 
ble fellows rushed in, one of whom accosted my 
ellow-lodger thus: “Madam, your seiwant, you 
lust do me the favour to come along with me— J 
ave got a writ against you.” While the bailiff, 
or so he was, spoke thus, his followers surrounded 
he prisoner, and began to handle her very roughly. 
This treatment incensed me .so much, that J snateh- 
d up the poker, and would certainly have used it 
n defence of the lady, without any regard to the 
itrmigth and number of her adversaries, had she 
lot begged me, with a composure of countenance 
or which I could not account, to use no violence 
1 her behalf, which could be of no service to her, 
mt might he very detrimental to myself. Then, 
urning to the leader of this formidable troop, she 
lesired to see the writ, and having perused it, said, 
with a faltering voice, “ 1 am not the person whose 
^ame is here mentioned ; arrest me at your peril.” 

■ Ay, ay, madam,” replied the catchpole, “ we shall 
►rove your identity. In the mean time, whether 
will you be pleased to be carried to my house, or 
o jail?” “ If I must be confined,” said she, “ J 
would rather be in your house than in a common 
‘ail.” “Well, well,” answered he, “ if you buve 
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jmoncv enough in your pocket, you sluill be enter- 
tained like a princess.” But when she acquainted 
him with her poverty, he swore he never gave cre- 
, dit, and ordered one of liis myrmidons to call a 
coach, to carry her to the Marshalsea at once. 
While they waited for the convenience, she took 
me aside, and bade me be under no concern on her 
account, for she knew how to extricate herself from 
this difficulty very soon, and, perhaps, gain some- 
thing by the occasion. Altliough her discourse was 
a mystery to me, 1 was very well pleased with her 
assurance, and when the coach came to the door, 
offered to accompany her to prison ; to which pro- 
posal, after much entreaty, she consented. When 
we arrived at the gate of the JMarshalsea, our con- 
ductor alighted, and having demanded entrance, 
presented the writ to the turnkey, who no sooner 
perceived the name of jMi/aheth Cary, than he cried, 
“ Ah, hah ! my old acquaintance, Bctt ! — 1 am glad to 
see thee with all my heart.” So saying, he opened 
the coach door, and helped hei‘ to dismount ; but 
when he observed her face, he started back, saying, 
Zounds I who have we got here ?” The bailiff, 
alarmed at this interrogation, cried, with some emo- 
tion, “ Who the <levil should it be, but the prisoner, 
J'Jlizabeth Cary ?” The turnkey replied, “ That 
Klizabeth ('ary ! — I’ll be d — d if that’s Elizabeth 
Cary, more than my grandmother. D — n my blood, 
J know Bett Cary as well as if J had made her.” 
Here the lady thought fit to interpose, and tell the 
catch poll*, if he hail taken lier word for it at first, 
he might have saved himself and her a great deal of 
trouble. “ It may be so,” answiTcd he, “ but, by 
(t — d, I’ll have further evidence that you are not 
the ])erson before you and 1 ])art.” “ Yes, yes,” 
said she, “ you sliall have further evidence to your 
cost.” Then v,v ailjourncd into the lodge, and 
called for a bottle of wine, where my companion 
wrote a direction to two of her ac(|uaintanee, and 
begged the favour of me to go to their lodgings, 
and request them to come to her immediately. 1 
found them together at a house in Bridges Street, 
J )rury Lane ; and as they were luckily unengaged, 
they set out with me in a hackm*} -coach, without 
hesitation, after I had related the circumstances of 
the affair, wliich flattered them with the liopes of 
seiMiig a bailiff trounced ; for there is an antipathy 
{IS natural between the wliores and bailiffs, as that 
subsisting between mice and eats. Aeeordinglj, 
when they entered the lodge, they embraced the 
prisoner very affectionately hy the name of Nancy 
Williams, and asked how long she had been nabbed, 
and for what? On hearing the particulars of her 
adventure repeated, they offered to swear fiefore a 
justice of ])eae('. that slie was not the jierson men- 
tioned in the writ, wliom, it seems, they all knew ; 
but the bailiff, who w'as by tins time convinced of 
his mistake, told them that lie would not put them to 
that trouble. “ Ladies,” said he, “ there's no harm 
done ; you shall give me leave to treat you with an- 
other bottle, and tlien we’ll part friends.” This 
}>roposaI was not at all relished hy the ’sisterhood ; 
and IVIiss Williams told him, sure he did not imagine 
her such a fool, as to be satisfied with a paltry glass 
of sour wine. Here the turnkey interrupted her, 
by affirming with an oath, that the wine was as 
good as ever was tipped over thngue. “ Well,” 
continued she, “ that may be, but w as it the best of 
champaf^e, it is no recompense for the damage 1 
have suffered both in character and health, by being 
wrongfully dragged to jail. At this rate, no inno- 


cent jierson is safe, since an officer of justice, out c 
malice, private pique, or mistake, may injure anc 
oppress the subject with impunity. But, thank 
heaven, 1 live under the protection of laws that wif 
not suffer sucli insults to jiass unpunished, and I 
know very well how to procure redress.” Mr. V ul= 
ture, (for tliat w as the bailiff ’s name,) finding he had 
to deal with one who would not be imposed upon, 
began to look very sullen and perplexed, and lean- 
ing his forehead on his hand, entered into a delibe- 
ration with himself, which lasted a few minutes, and 
then broke out in a volley of dreadful curses against 
the old b~eh, our landlady, as he called her, for 
having misinformed him. After much wrangling 
and swearing, the matter was referred to the deci- 
sion of the turnkey, w ho, calling for the other bottle, 
mulcted the bailiff in all the liquor that had been 
drank, coach-liire, and a couple of guineas, for the 
use of the plaintiff. The money was immediately 
deposited; Miss Williams gratified thetwo evidences 
w'ith one half, and, putting the other in her pocket, 
drove home with me, leaving the catchpole grum- 
bling over his loss, yet pleased in the main, for 
having so cheaply got clear of a business that might 
have cost him ten times the sum, and his place to 
boot. Tills guinea was a very seasonable relief to 
us, who were reduced to great necessity, six of my 
shirts, and almost all my clothes, except those on 
my back, having been cither pawned or sold for 
our maintenance before this hajipened. As we re- 
sented the behaviour of our landlady, our first care 
w'as to provide ourselves with another lodging, 
whither we removed the next day, with an intention 
to keep ourselves as retired as possible, until our 
cure should be completed. When we were fixed in 
our new' habitation, I entreated her to finish the 
story of her life, which she pursued in this manner : 

The success of our experiment on the judge, 
encouraged us to practise the same deceit on others, 
and my virginity was five times sold to good ])ur- 
pose. But this harvest lasted not long, my charac- 
ter taking air, and my directress deserting me for 
some new' game. Then I took lodgings near Cha- 
ring Cross, at two guineas per w'cek, and began to 
entertain company in a public manner ; but my 
income being too small to defra) my expense, I 
was obliged to retrench, and enter into articles 
w ith the jiorters of certain taverns, who undertook 
to find emjilovment enough for me, provided I 
w'ould share my jirofits with them. Accordingly, I 
was almost every night engaged with company, 
amor.g whom 1 was cx]iosed to every mortification, 
danger, and abuse, that flow' from dinnkenness, 
brutality, and disease, ilow' miserable is the con- 
dition o? a courtezan, whose business it is to sootlie, 
suffer, and obey the dictates of rage, insolence and 
lust ! As my spirit was not sufficiently humbled to 
the will, nor my temper calculated for tlie con- 
versation of my gallants, it was impossible for me 
to overcome an aversion I felt for my profession, 
which manifested itself in a settled gloom on my 
countenance, and disgusted those sons of mirth and 
riot so much, that I w as frequently used in a shock- 
ing manner, and kicked down stairs with disgrace. 
The messengers seeing me disagreeable to their 
benefactors and employers, seldom troubled me 
witli a call, and I began to find myself almost to- 
tally neglected. To contribute towards my support, 
J W'as fain to sell my watcli, rings, trinkets, with 
the best part of my clothes ; and 1 was one evening 
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musing by myself on the misery before me, when 
I received a message from a bagnio, whitlier I 
repaired in a chair, and was introduced to a gen- 
tleman dressed like an officer, with wliom I supped 
in a sumptuous manner, and, after drinking a hearty 
^lass of champagne, went to bed. In tin? morn- 
ing, wlien 1 awoke, 1 found my gallant liad got up, 
and, drawing aside the curtain, could not perceive 
him in the room. This circumstance gave me some 
uneasiness; but as he might have retired on some 
necessary occasion, 1 waited a full hour for his re- 
turn, and then in tlie greatest perplexity rose up, 
and ranf^'the bell. When the waiter came to the 
door he found it locked, and desired admittance, 
which I granted, after observing, with great sur- 
prise, that the key remained on the inside, as when 
we went to bed. 1 no sooner inquired for the caj)- 
tain, than the fellow, staring with a distracted look, 
cried, “ How, madam ! is he not a-bed ?” And 
when he was satisfied as to that particular, ran into 
a closet adjoining to the chamber, the window of 
which he found open. Through this the adven- 
turer had got upon a wall, from whence he dropped 
down into a court, and escaped, leaving me to be 
answerable, not only for the reckoning, but also for 
a large silver tankard and posset bowl, w'hich he 
had carried off with him. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the consternation I was under, when I saw 
myself detained as a thief’s accomplice ; for I was 
looked upon in that light, and carried before a jus- 
tice, who, mistaking my confusion for a sign of 
guilt, committed me, after a short examination, to 
llridewell, having advised me, as the only means to 
save my life, to turn evidence, and impeach my 
coufedcrate. 1 now concluded the vengeance of 
Heaven liad overtaken me, and that I must soon 
finish my career by an ignominious death. This 
reflection sunk so deep into my soul, that I was for 
some days deprived of my reason, and actually be- 
lieved myself in hell, tormented by fiends : indeed, 
there needs not a very extravagant imagination to 
form that idea ; for, of all the scenes on earth, that 
of Bridewell approaches nearest the notion T had 
always entertained of the infernal regions. Here 1 
saw nothing but rage, anguish, and impiety ; and 
heard nothing but groans, curses, and blasphemy. 
In the midst of this hellish crew, 1 was subjected 
to the tyranny of a barbarian, who imposed upon 
me tasks that I could not possibly perform, and 
then punished my incapacity with the utmost ri- 
gour and inhumanity. 1 was often whipped into a 
swoon, and lashed out of it, during which miserable 
intervals I was robbed by my fellow-prisoners of 
every thing about me, even to my cap, shoes, and 
stockings : I was not only destitute of necessaries, 
but even of food ; so that my wretchedness w as ex- 
treme. Not one of my acquaintance, to whom 1 
imparted my situation, would grant me the least 
succour or regard, on pretence of my being com- 
mitted for theft ; and my landlord refused to part 
with some of my own clothes, which I sent for, be- 
cause I was indebted to him for a week’s lodging. 
Overwhelmed ^th calamity, I grew desperate, and 
resolved to put an end to my grievances and life 
together : for this purpose I got up in the middle of 
the night, when I thought every body around me 
asleep ; and fixing one end of iny handkerchief to 
a large hook in the ceiling, that supported the 
scales on which the hemp is weighed, 1 stood upon 
a chair, and making a noose on the other end, put 
my neck into it, with an intention to hang myself; 


but before I could adjust the knot, I was surprised 
and prevented by two women wlio had been awake 
all the while, and suspected my design. In the 
morning my attempt was publislied among the pri- 
soners, and punished with thirty stripes ; the pain 
of which co-operating with my disappointment and 
disgrace, bereft me of my senses, and threw me 
into an ecstasy of madness, during which I tore the 
flesh from my bones w ith my teeth, and dashed 
my head ag.aiTist the pavement ; so that tliey were 
obliged to set a watch over me, to restrain me from 
doing further miseliief to myself and others. This 
fit of frenzy continued three days, at the end of 
which I gn‘W calm and sullen ; but, as tin* desire of 
making away w ith myself still remained, I came to 
a determination of starving myself to death, and 
with that vieAV refused all sustenance. AVlietlier it 
was ow’ing to the w'ant of opposition, or to the 
weakness of nature, I know not, hut on the second 
day of my fast, 1 found iny resolution considerably 
impaired, and the calls of hunger almost insupport- 
able. At this critical conjuncture, a lady was 
brought into the prison, wuth whom I liad coii- 
tracted an acquaintance while I lived with Hora- 
tio : she was then on the same footing as I was, hut 
afterwards quaiTelling with her gallant, and not 
finding another to her mind, altered her scheme of 
life, and set up her eoftee-house among the hundreds 
of Drury, where she entertaiiu‘d gentlemen with 
claret, arrack, and the choice of hall* a dozen of 
damsels, wdio lived in her house. This serviceable 
matron liaving negh‘cted to gratify a certain justice 
for the connivance she enjo>ed, was indicted at the 
quarter sessions, in conse(|uence of which her bevy 
was dispersed, and herself committed to Bridewell, 
She liad not been long there, before she learned my 
disaster, and coming up to me, after a compliment 
of condolence, inquired into the particulars of my 
fate. While we wen* engaged in discourse toge- 
ther, the master came and told me, that the fellow 
on whose account I had suffered, was taken ; that 
he had confessed the theft, and cleared me of any 
concern in the affair; for which reason, he, the 
master, liad orders to discharge me ; and that I 
was from that moment free, 'riiis jiieee of news 
soon banished all thoughts of death, and had such 
an instantaneous effect on iny coiintenanee, that 
Mrs. Coupler (the lady then jiresent), hoping to 
find her account in me, very generously offered to 
furnish me with what necessaries I wanted, and 
take me into her ow n liouse, as soon as she should 
compromise matters with the justices. The con- 
ditions of her offer were, that 1 should jiay three 
guineas weekly for my board, and a r(*asonahle 
consideration besides for the use of such clothes 
and ornaments as she should supply me wdth, to be 
deducted from the first jirofits of my embraces. 
These were hard terms ; hut not to be rejected by 
one who Avas turned out helpless and naked into the 
wdde world, without a friend to pity or assist lier. 
I therefore embraced her iiroposal ; and she being 
hailed in a few hours, took me home with her in a 
coach. As I was by tliis time conscious of having 
fonnerly disgusted my admirers by my reserved 
and haughty behaviour, I now endeavoured to con- 
quer that disposition; and the sudden change of 
my fortune giving me a flow of spirits, I appeared 
in the most winning and gay manner I could as- 
sume. Having the advantage of a good voice and 
education, I exerted my talents to the uttermost, 
and soon became the favourite with all company 
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Tbis success alarmed the pride and jealousy of 
Mrs. Coupler, who could not bear the thoughts of 
being eclipsed : she therefore made a merit of lier 
envy, and whispered among the customers that I 
was unsound. There needed no more to ruin my 
reputation, and blast my prosperity ; every body 
shunned me with marks of aversion and disdain ; 
and, in a very short time, I w'as as solitary as ever. 
AVant of gallants was attended with want of money 
to satisfy my malicious landlady, who, having pur- 
posely given me credit to the amount of eleven 
pounds, took out a w^it against me, and 1 was ar- 
rested in her own house. U'hough the room was 
crowded with people, when the bailiff entered, not 
one of them had compassion enough to mollify my 
prosecutrix, far less to pay the debt. They even 
laughed at my tears; and one of them bade me be 
of good cheer, for I slionld not want admirers in 
Kewgate. At that instant, a sea lieutenant came 
in, and seeing my plight, began to inquire into the 
circumstances of my misfortune ; when this wit ad- 
vis('d him to keep clear of me, for T was a fire-sliip. 

“ A fire-ship !” replied the sailor, “ more like a 
poor galley in distress, that has been boarded by 
such a fire-ship as you ; if so be as that is the case, 
she stands in more need of assistance, llark’ce, 
my girl, how far have you over-run the constable?” 

I told him, that the debt amounted to eleven 
pounds, besides the expense of the writ — “ An’ that 
be all,” said he, “ you shan’t go to the bilboes this 
bout.” And taking out his purse, ])aid the money, 
discharged the bailiff, and telling me I had got into 
the w rong port, advised me to seek out a more 
convenient harbour, where I could be safely hove 
dowm, for which purpose he made me a ])resent of 
five guineas more. 1 was so touched with this sin- 
gular j)iecc of generosity, that, for some time, I had 
not power to thank him. However, as soon as I 
had recollected myself, I hogged the favour of him 
to go with me to the next tavern, where I explained 
the nature of rny disaster, and convinced him of 
the falsehood of what w as reported to my prejudice 
so effectually, that he from that moment attached 
liimself to me ; and we lived in great harmony to- 
gether, until he w^as obliged to go to sea, where he 
perished in a storm. 

Having lost mv benefactor, and almost consumed 
the remains of his bounty, I saw myself in danger 
of relapsing into my former necessity, and began 
to be very uneasy at tlie prosjieet of bailiffs and 
jails ; when one of the sisterhood, a little stale, ad- 
vised me to take lodgings in a part of tlie' town 
where 1 w as unknown, and jiass for an heiress, by 
wdiich artifice I might entraj) somebody to be my 
Imsband, who would possibly be able to allow me a 
handsome Tnaintenanee, or at w orst screen me from 
tile dread and danger of a jirison, by becoming 
liable for wliatever debts I should contract. I ap- 
proved of tliis scheme, towards the execution of 
whicli my companion clubbed her w'ardrobe, and 
undertook to live with me in quality of my maid ; 
with the proviso, that slie should he reimbursed, 
and handsomely considered out of* the profits of my 
success. She was immediately detached to look out 
for a convenient place, and that very day hired a 
genteel apartment in J*ark Street, whither I moved 
in a coach loaded with her baggage and my owm. 
I made my first ajipearance in a liluc riding-habit 
trimmed with silver ; and my maid acted her part 
80 artfully, that, in a day or two, my fame was spread 
all over neighbourjbood, and I was said to be a 


rich heiress just arrived from the country. ITiig 
report brouglit a swarm of gay young fellows about 
me ; hut I soon found them out to he all indigent 
adventurers like myself, who crowded to me like 
crows to a carrion, with a view of preying upon my 
fortune. 1 inaThtained, however, the appearance of 
wcdlth as long as possible, in hopes of gaining some 
admirer more for my purpose ; and at length at- 
tracted the regard of one who wmuld have satisfied 
my w ishes ; and managed matters so well, that a 
day was actually fixed for oiir nuptials. In the in- 
terim, he begged leave to introduce an intimate 
friend to me; which reiiuest I could not refuse. 

1 had tlie extreme mortification and surprise to see 
next night, in that friend, my old keeper, Horatio; 
who no sooner beheld me, than he changed colour ; 
hut had jiresence of mind to advance, and salute me, 
bidding me, wdtb a low voice, be under no appre- 
liension, for he w ould not expose me. In spite of 
this assurance, I could not recover myself so far as 
to entertain them, but withdrew to my chamber, on 
pretence of a severe lieadache, to the no small con- 
cern of my adorer, who took his leave in the lenderest 
manner, and went oft‘ with liis friend. 

Having imparted my situation to my companion, 
she found it high lime for us to decamp, and that 
without any noise, because we were not only in- 
debted to our landlady, but also to several tradesmen 
in the neighbourhood. Our retreat, therefore, was 
concerted and executed in this manner ; — liaving 
packed up all our clothes and movables in small 
parcels, she, on pretence of fetching cordials for me, 
carried them, at several times, to the house of an 
acquaintance, where she likewise procured a lodging, 
to which we retired in the middle of the night, 
when every other body in the house was asleep. 1 
was now obliged to aim at lower game, and accord- 
ingly spread my nets among tradespeople ; but found 
them all too jdilegmatic or cautious for my art and 
attractions ; till at last I became acquainted with 
you, on whom I practised all my dexterity ; not that 
1 lielieved you had any fortune, or expectation of 
one, hut that I might transfer the burden of such 
debts as I had incurred, or should contract, from 
myself to another; and at the same time avenge 
myself of your sex, by rendering miserable one who 
bore such a resemblance to tlu* wretch wdio ruined 
me; hut Heaven preserved you from my snares, 
by the discovery you made, which w'as owing to the 
negligence of my maid in leaving the chamber door 
unlocked, when she w'cnt to buy sugar for breakfast. 
The person in bed with me w'as a gentleman, whom 
1 had allured the night before, as he walked home- 
wmrd, pretty much elevated with liquor; for by this 
time my condition was so low, that i was forced to 
turn out in the tw’ilight in the streets, in hopes of 
prey. AVheii 1 found my self detected and forsaken 
by you, 1 was fain to move my lodging, and dwell 
two pair of stairs higher 1 lian before. My companion, 
being disappointed in her expectations, left me, to 
trade iqion lier owm bottom, and I bad no other re- 
source than to venture forth like the owls in the 
dark, to jiick up a precarious and uncomfortable 
subsistence. I have often sauntered between Liid- 
gate Hill and Charing Cross a whole winter night, 
exposed not only to the inclemency of the weather, 
hut likewise to the rage of hunger and thirst, with- 
out being so happy as to meet w ith one cully ; then 
creep up to my garret in a deplorable draggled con* 
dition, sneak to bed, and try to bury my appetite 
and sorrows in sleep. When I lighted on some rake 
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or tradesman reeling home drunk, I frequently 
suffered the most brutal treatment, in spite of which 
1 was obliged to affect gaiety and good humour, 
though my soul was stung with resentment and dis- 
dain, and my heart loaded with grief and affliction. 
In the course of these nocturnal adventures, I was 
infected with the disease, that, in a short time, ren- 
dered me the object of my own abhorrence, and 
drove me to the retreat, where your benevolence 
rescued me from the jaws of deaffl. 

So much candour and good sense appeared in this 
lady’s narration, that 1 made no scruple of believing 
every syllable of what she said ; and expressed my 
astonishment at the variety of miseries she had un- 
dergone in so little time ; for all her misfortunes had 
happened within the compass of two years. I com- 
pared her situation with my own, and found it a 
thousand times more wretched. I had endured 
hardships, ’tis true ; my whole life had been a series 
of such ; and when 1 looked forward, the prospect 
was not much bettered ; but then they were become 
habitual to me, and consequently I could bear them 
with less difficulty. If one scheme of life should 
not succeed, 1 could have recourse to anotlier, and 
so to a third, veering about to a thousand different 
shifts, according to the emergencies of my fate, with- 
out forfeiting tlie dignity of my character beyond 
a power of retrieving it, or subjecting myself wholly 
to the caprice and barbarity of the world. On the 
other hand, she had known and relished the sweets 
of ’prosperity ; she had been brought up under the 
wdngs of an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies 
to wiiich her sex and rank entitled her ; and, with- 
out any extravagance of hope, entertained herself 
with the view of uninterrupted happiness through 
the whole scene of life. How fatal then, how tor- 
menting, how intolerable must her reverse of for- 
tune be ! a reverse that not only robs her of these 
external comforts, and plunges her into all the 
miseries of Mant, but also murders her peace of 
mind, and entails uj)on her the curse of eternal in- 
famy! Of all pro'essions, 1 pronounce that of a 
courtezan the most deplorable, and her of all courte- 
zans the most unhappy. IShe allowed my observation 
to be just in the main, but at the same time affirmed, 
tliat, notwitlistanding the disgraces which liad fallen 
to her sliare, she had not been so unlucky in the 
condition of a prostitute, as many others of tlie same 
community. “1 have often seen,” said she, “while 
J strolled about the streets at midnight, a number 
of naked wretches reduced to rags and filth, liuddled 
together like swine, in tlie comer of a dark alley ; 
some of whom, but eighteen months before, I had 
known the favourites of the town, rolling in affluence, 
and glittering in all the pomp of equipage and dress. 
And indeed the gradation is easily conceived. The 
most fashionable woman of the town is as liable to 
contagion as one in a much humbler sphere ; she 
infects her admirers, her situation is public ; she is 
avoided, neglected, unable to support her usual ap- 
pearance, which however she strives to maintain as 
long as possible ; her credit fails ; she is obliged to 
retrench, and become a night-walker ; her malady 
gains ground ; she tampers with her constitution, 
and ruins it; her complexion fades; she grows 
nauseous to everybody ; finds herself reduced to a 
starving condition ; is tempted to pick pockets ; is 
detected ; comnutted to Newgate, where she remains 
in a miserable condition till she is discharged, be- 
cause the plaintiff will not appear to prosecute her. 


Nobody will afford her lodgings ; the symptoms oi 
her distemper are grown outrageous ; she sues to be 
admitted into an hospital, where she is cured at the 
expense of her nose ; she is turned out naked into 
the streets, depends upon the addresses of the lowest 
class, is fain to allay the rage of hunger and cold with 
gin ; degenerates into a brutal insensibility, rots and 
dies upon a dunghill. Miserable M retch that 1 am I 
perhaps the same horrors are decreed for me! No,” 
cried she, after some pause, “1 shall never live to such 
extremity of distress! my own hand shall open a way 
for my deliverance, before T arrive at that forlorn 
period!” Her condition filled me with sympathy 
and compassion; 1 revered her qualifications, looked 
upon her as unfortunate, not criminal, and attended 
her with such care and success, that, in less than 
two months, her health, as well as my own, w as per- 
fectly re-established. As we often conferred upon 
our mutual affairs, and interchanged advice, a thou- 
sand different projects were fonned, which, upon 
further canvassing, appeared impracticable. VV<‘ 
would have gladly gone to service ; but wlio would 
take us in without recommendation ? At length an 
expedient occurred to her, of which she intended to 
lay hold ; and this was to procure, with the first 
money she should earn, the homely garb of a country 
wench, go to some village at a good distance from 
town, and come up in a w aggon, as a fresh girl for 
service; by which means she might be provided 
for in a manner much more suitable to her inclina- 
tion than her present way of life. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

I am reduced to preat Misery — Assaulted on Towcr-liill by a 
PrcsH'gang, wlio put me on board a 'J'ender — My usage 
there — My arrival on board of the Thunder Man of War, 
where I am put in Irons, and atlerwards released by the 
good otliccs of Mr. Thomson, who recommends me as 
Assistant to the Surgeon — Jle relates Ins own htorj, and 
makes me acquainted with tlie Characters of the Captain, 
Surgeon, and First Mate. 

I APPI.AUDKD the resolution of Miss Williams, who, 
a few days after, was hired in quality of bar-kceper, 
by one of the ladies who had w itnessed in her be- 
half at the JMarshalsca, and who since that time 
had got credit with a wine merchant, whose fa- 
vourite she was, to set up a convenient house of 
her own. Thither my fellow -lodger repaired, after 
having taken leave of me with a torrent of tears, 
and a thousand protestations of eternal gratitude ; 
assuring me, she would remain in this situation no 
longer than she should pick up money sufficient to 
put her other design in execution. 

As for my own part, 1 saw no resource but the 
army or navy, between which 1 hesitated so long, 
that I found myself reduced to a starving condition. 
My s])irit began to accommodate itself to my beg- 
garly fate, and I became so mean as to go down 
towards Wapping, with an intention to imjuire for 
an old schoolfellow, who, 1 understood, had got the 
command of a small coasting vessel, then in the 
river, and implore his assistance. Riit my destiny 
prevented this abject piece of behaviour ; for, as I 
crossed Tower-whai’f, a squat tawny fellow, with a 
hanger by his side, and a cudgel in his hand, came 
up to me, calling, “Yo, ho! brother, you must 
come along with me.” As I did not like liis ap- 
pearance, instead of answering his salutation, I 
quickened my pace, in hope of ridding myself of 
his company ; upon wliich he whistled aloud, and 
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immediately another sailor appeared before me, who 
laid hold of me by the collar, and began to drag me 
along. Not being of a humour to relish such treat- 
ment, I disengaged myself of the assailant, and with 
one blow of my cudgel, laid him motionless on the 
ground ; and perceiving myself surrounded in atrice, 
by ten or a dozen more, exerted myself witli such 
dexterity and success, that some of my opponents 
were fain to attack me with drawn cutlasses ; and, 
alter an obstinate engagement, in which T received 
a large wound on my head, and another on my left 
cheek, 1 was disanned, taken prisoner, and carried 
on board a pressing tender, where, after being 
pinioned like a malefactor, I was thrust down into 
the hold among a parcel of mivserable wretches, the 
sight of whom well nigh distracted me. As the 
commanding officer had not humanity enough to 
order my wounds to be dressed, and I could not use 
my own hands, I desired one of my fellow captives, 
who M-^as unfettered, to take a handkerchief out of 
mv i>ocket, and tie it round my head to stop the 
tdeeding. lie pulled out my handkerchief, ’tis true ; 
but, instead of apply it to the use for which I de- 
signed it, went to the grating of the hatchway, and 
with astonishing composure, sold it before my face 
to a bum-boat woman * then on board, for a quart 
of gin, with which he treated my companions, re- 
gardless of my circumstances and intreaties. 

I complained bitterly of this robbery to the mid- 
shipman on deck, telling him at the same time, that 
unless my hurts were dressed, 1 should bleed to 
death. JUit compassion was a weakness of which 
no man could justly accuse this ])erson, who, squirt- 
ing a mouthful of dissolved tobacco upon me through 
the gratings, told me, “ I was a mutinous dog, and 
lliat 1 might die and be d— d.” Finding there 
was no other remedy, 1 appealed to patience, and 
laid up this usage in my memory, to be recalled at a 
litter season. In the mean time, loss of blood, 
vexation, and want of food, contributed, with the 
noisome stench of the place, to throw me into a 
swoon ; out of which I was recovered by a tweak 
of the nose, administered by the tar who stood 
‘sentinel over us, who at the same time regaled me 
with a draught of flip, and comforted me with the 
hopes of being put on board the Thunder next day, 
where 1 should be freed of my handcuffs, and cured 
of my wounds by the doctor. 1 no sooner heard 
him name the Thunder, than I asked if he had 
belonged to that ship long? and he giving me to 
understand, lie had belonged to her five years, 1 
iiKIuired if he knew Lieutenant Fowling? “Know 
Lieutenant Howling,” said be, — “odds my life ! and 
that 1 do ! and a good seamen he is, as ever stepp’d 
uj)on forecastle, — and a brave fellow as ever 
crack’d bisket ; — none of your Guinea pigs, — ^nor 
your fresh- water, wdshy-washy, fair-weather fowls. 
Many a taught gale of wind has honest Tom Bowl- 
ing and 1 weathered together. Here’s his health 
with all my heart, wherever he is, aloft or alow — 
in heaven or in hell — all’s one for that — be needs 
not be ashamed to show himself.” I was so much 
affected with this eulogium, that I could not refrain 
from telling him that 1 was Lieutenant Bowling’s 
kinsman ; in conaequence of which connexion he 
ex})ressed an inclination to serve me, and, when he 
was relieved, brought some cold boiled beef in a 
platter, and biscuit, on which we supped plentifully, 

• A bum-boat woman is one who sells bread, cheese, greens, 
bquor, and fresh provisions to the sailors, in a small boat that 
ues along-sidc the ship. 


and afterwards drank another can of flip together. 
While we were thus engaged, he recounted a great 
many exploits of my uncle, who, I found, was very 
much beloved by the ship’s company, and pitied for 
the misfortune that had happened to him in His- 
paniola, which I was very glad to be informed was 
not so great as I imagined; for Captain Oakum 
had recovered of his wounds, and actually at that 
time commanded the ship. Having, by accident, 
in my pocket, my uncle’s letter, written from Port 
Louis, 1 gave it to my benefactor, whose name was 
Jack Rattlin, for his perusal ; but honest Jack told 
me frankly he could not read, and desired to know 
the contents ; which I immediately communicated. 
When he heard that part of it in w’^hich he says he 
had writ to his landlord in Deal, he cried, “ Body 
o’me ! that was old Ben Block — ^he was dead before 
the letter came to hand. Ey, ey, had Ben been 
alive, Lieutenant Bowling would have had no oc- 
casion to skulk so long. Honest Ben was the first 
man that taught him to hand, reef, and steer. — 
Well, well, we must all die, that's certain, — we 
must all come to port sooner or later — at sea, or on 
shore ; we must be fast moored one day ; death’s 
like the best bowser anchor, as llie saying is, it will 
bring us all up.” 1 could not but signify my ap- 
probation of the justness of Jack's reflections ; and 
inquired into the occasion of the quarrel between 
Captain Oakum and my uncle ; which he explained 
in this manner : “ (’aptain Oakum, to he sure, is a 
good man enough, — besides he’s ray commander ; — 
but w'hat’s that to me ? — 1 do my dut}, and value 
no man’s anger of a rope’s end. — Now the report 
goes, as how he’s a lord, or baron knight’s brother, 
whereby, d’ye see me, he carries a strait ann, and 
keeps aloof from his officers, thof, may hap, they 
may be as good men in the main as he. Now we 
lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, Lieutenant Bowl- 
ing had the middle watch, atid as he always kept a 
good look out, he made, d’ye see, three lights in the 
offing, whereby he ran down to the great cabin for 
orders, and found the captain asleep ; whereupon he 
waked him, which put him in a main high passion, 
and he sw'orc woundily at the lieutenant, and 
called him lousy Scotch son of a whore, (for 1 being 
then sentinel in the steerage, heard all), and swab, 
and lubber, whereby the lieutenant returned the 
salute, and they jawed together, fore and aft, a good 
spell, till at last the captain turned out, and laying 
hold of a rattan, came athwart Mr. Bowling’s 
quarter ; whereby he told the captain, that, if he 
was not his commander, he W’ould heave him over- 
board, and demanded satisfaction ashore ; whereby, 
in the morning watch, the captain went ashore m 
the pinnace, and afterwards the lieutenant carried 
the cutter ashore ; and so they, leaving their boats* 
crews on their oars, went away together ; and so, 
d’ye sec, in less than a quarter of an hour we heard 
firing, whereby w’e made for the place, and found 
the captain lying wounded on the beach, and so 
brought him on board to the doctor, who cured him 
in less than six weeks. But the lieutenant clapp’d 
on all the sail he could hear, and had got far enow 
a-head before we knew any thing of the matter ; so 
that we could never after get sight of him, for which 
we were not sorry, because the captain was mainly 
wroth, and w ould certainly have done him a mis- 
chief for he afterwards caused him to be run on 
the ship’s books, whereby he lost all his pay, and if 
he should be taken, would be tried as a deserter.’* 
This account of the captain’s behaviour gave me 
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no advantageous idea of his character; and I coiil scarce time to wonder at his sudden departure, 
not help lamenting my own fate, that had subjected when the master-at-arms came to the place of my 
me to such a commander. However, making a confinement, and bade me follow him to the quar- 
virtue of necessity, J put a good face on the matter, ter-deck, where I was examined by the first lieu- 
and next day was, with the other pressed men, put tenant, who commanded the ship in the absence of 
on board of the Thunder, lying at the Nore. When the captain, touching the treat ment 1 had received 
we came along-side, the mate who guarded us in the tender from my friend the midshipman, who 
thither, ordered my handcuffs to be taken off’, thatl was present to confront me. J recounted the j)ar- 
might get on board tlie easier. This circumstance ticulars of his behaviour to me, not only in the ten- 
being perceived by some of the company, who stood der, but since my being on board the ship, part of 
upon the gang-boards to see us enter, one of them wliich being proved by the evidence of iJaek Kattliu 
called to Jack Rattlin, who was busied in doing and others, who liad no great devotion for my o])- 
this friendly office for me, “ Hey, Jack, what New- pressor, 1 was discharged from eontinement, to 
gate galley hav<‘ you boarded in the river as you nake way for him, who was delivered to the mas- 
came along? Have we not thieves enow among us ter-at-arms to take his turn in the bilboes. And 
already?” Another, observing my w^ounds, which this was not the only satisfaction 1 enjoyed; fori 
remained exposed to the air, told me that my seams was, at the request of tlie surgeon, exempted from 
were uncaulked, and that I must be new payed. A all other duty than that of assisting iiis mates in 
third, s /dug my hair clotted together witli blood, making and administering medicines to tlie sick, 
as it were, into distinct cords, took notice, that my This good offict' I ow ed to the friendsliij) of iMr. 
bows were manned with the red ropes, instead of 'J'liomson, who had represented me in such a fa- 
my side. A fourth asked me, if I could not keep vourabii* light to the surgeon, that lie demanded me 


my yards square witliout iron braces? And, in 
short, a thousand witticisms of tlie same nature 
were passed upon me befope J could get up the 
ship's side. After we had been all entered upon 
the ship’s books, 1 inquired of one of my shipmates 
where the surgeon was, that I might have my 
wounds dressed, and had actually got as far as the 
middle deck, (for our ship carried eighty guns,) in 
my way to the cock-pit, when 1 was met by the 
same midshipman who had used me so barbarously 
in the tender. lie, seeing me free from my chains, 
asked, with an insolent air, who had released me ? 
To this question 1 foolishly answered, with a coun- 
tenance that too plainly declared the state of my 
thoughts, “ Whoever did it, 1 am persuaded did 
not consult you in the affair.” I liad no sooner 
uttered these words, than he cried, “ 1) — n you, 
you saucy son of a bitch. I’ll teach you to talk so 
to your officer.” So saying, he bestowed on me 
several severe stripes with a supple-jack he had in 
his hand ; and, going to the commanding officer, 
made sucli a report of me, that T was immediately 
put in irons by the luaster-at-arms, and a sentinel 
placed over me. Honest Kattlin, as soon as he 
heard of my condition, came to me, and adminis- 
tered all the consolation he could, and then went 
to the surgeon in my behalf, who sent one of his 
mates to dress my wounds. This mate was no 
other than my old friend Thomson, with whom 
1 became acipiainted at the Navy Office, as before 
mentioned. If T knew him at first sight, it was not 
easy for him to recognise me, disfigured with blood 
and dirt, and altered by the misery I had under- 
gone. Unknown as I was to him, he surveyed me 
with looks of compassion, and handled my sores 
witli great tenderness. When he had applied what 
he thought proper, and was about to l(*ave me, 1 
asked him, if my misfortunes had disguised me so 
much that he could not recollect my face? Upon 
this address, he observed me with great earnestness 
for some time, and at length protested he could not 
recollect one feature of my countenance. To keep 
hini no longer in suspense, I told him my name ; 
which, when he heard, he embraced me with affec- 
tion, and professed his sorrow in seeing me in such 
a disagreeable situation. 1 made him ac([uamted 
with my story ; and when he heard how inhumanly 
1 had been used in the tender, he left me abruptly, 
asaiuring me 1 should see him again soon. I had 


of the lieutenant to siqiply the place of his third 
nate, W'ho was lately dead. When 1 had obtained 
his Ihvour, my friend 'J'homson carritul me doAvn 
0 the cockjiit, which is the place allotted for the 
iiabitation of the surgeon’s mates; and wlum he 
had shown me their berth, as he called it, I was 
filled with astonishment and horror. e descended 
by divers ladders to a space as dark as a dungeon, 
which I understood w as immersed several feet un- 
der water, being immediately above the hold. I had 
no sooner approached this dismal gulf, than my 
lose was saluted with an intolerable stench of jiu- 
trified cheese and rancid butter, that issued from 
n apartment at the foot of the ladder, resembling 
a chandler’s shop, where, by the faint glnnmering 
of a candle*, I could perceive a man with a pale 
meagre countenance, sitting behind a kind of desk, 
having spectacles on Ins neise, and a pe‘n in his 
hand. This, I learned of j\lr. 'riiotnson, was the 
hiji’s steward, wdio sat there to distribute jirovision 
.o the several messe's, and to mark what each re- 
•eived. He therefore jiresented my name to liini, 
ind desired T might be entered in his mess; then, 
aking a light in his hand, conducted me to the 
ilace of his residence, which wuis a sijuare of about 
ix feet, surrounded with the medicine chest, that 
if the first mate, his own, and a board, by wa\ of 
able, fastened to the after powder-room; it was 
Ibo enclosed wdth canvass, nailed round to the 
•earns of the ship, to screen us from the cold, as 
well as from the view of tin* midshipmen and quar- 
.er-masters, who lodged within the cable-tiers oi\ 
•ach side of us. In this gloomy mansion, he enter- 
ained me with some cold salt pork, which he 
irought from a sort of locker, fixed above the table, 
and, calling for the boy of tliii mess, sent for a can 
•f beer, of which he made excehent flip to ciown 
he banquet. Ry this time 1 began to recovi'r my 
pirits, which hud been exceedingly depressed by 
he appearance of every thing about nn*, and could 
lo longer refrain from asking the jiarticiilars of 
Mr. Thomson's fortune, since 1 had seen him in 
jondon. He told me, that, being disappointed in 
his expectations of borrowing money to gratify the 
rapacious secretary at the Navy Office, he lound 
himself utterly unable to subsist any longer in 
,own, and had actually off'ered his service in quality 
•f mate to the surgeon of a merchant’s ship bound 
.0 Guinea, on the slaving trade. ; when, one morning 
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a young fellow, of whom he had some acquaintance, 
came to his lodgings, and informed him, that he 
had seen a warrant made out in his name at th 
Navy Office, for surgeon’s second mate of a third 
rate. This unexpected piece of good news he could 
scarcely Injlieve to be true, more especially as he 
had been found qualified at Surgeon’s Hall for third 
mate only ; but, that he might not be wanting to 
himself, he went thither to be assured, and actually 
found it so. Whereupon, demanding his warrant, 
it was delivered to him, and the oaths administered 
immediately. That very afternoon he went to 
Gravesend in the tilt-boat, from wheiiee he took a 
place in the tide-coach for Rochester ; next morn- 
ing, got on board the Thunder, for which he was 
appointed, then lying in the harbour at Chatham ; 
and the same day was mustered by the clerk of the 
cheque. And well it was for him that such expe- 
dition was used ; for, in less than twelve hours after 
his arrival, another William Thomson came on 
board, affirming that be was the person for whom 
the warrant was expedited, and that the other w'as 
an imj)ostor. My friend was grievously alarmed 
at this accident— the more so, as his namesake had 
very much the advantage over him both in assurance 
and dress. However, to ac(pnt himself of the sus- 
picion of imj)osture, he produced several letters, 
written from Scotland to him in that name, and 
recollecting that his indentures were in a box on 
board, he brought them up, and convinced all pre- 
sent tliat he had not assumed a name which did not 
belong to him. His comi)etitor, enraged that they 
should hesitate in doing him justice, (for, to he sure, 
the warrant had been designed for him,) behaved 
with so much indecent heat, that the commanding 
officer, who was the same gentleman J had seen, 
and the surgeon, were offended at his presumption, 
and, making a point of itwdth their friends in town, 
in less than a week got the first confirmed in liis 
station. “ 1 have been on hoard,” said he, “ ever 
since, and, as this way of life is become familiar to 
me, have no cause to complain of my situation. The 
surgeon is a good-iiatiired indolent man ; the first 
mate, who is now on shore on (hity, is, indeed, a 
little j)roud and choleric, as all Welshmen are, but, 
in the mam, a friendly honest fellow. 'J'he lieu- 
tenants 1 have no concern with ; and as for the 
captain, he is too nmcli of a gentleman to know a 
surgeon’s mate, even by sight.” 


CTTArTEli XXV. 

The Beliavinur of Mr. Morgan — Ills Pride, Displeasure, aiul 
GcMiernsilj — Tlie Economy of our Mess described — Thom- 
son’s luitliiT Friendship — The Nature of niy Duty ex- 
plained — The Situation of the Sick. 

Whilf. he was thus discoursing to me, we heard a 
voice on the cock-pit ladder pronounce with great 
vehemence, in a strange dialect, “ The devil and 
his dam blow me from the top of Moiinchdcnny, if 
1 go to him before there is something in my pelly ; 
let his nose he as yellow as saffron, or as phu‘ as a 
pell, look you, or green as a leek, ’tis all one.” To 
tliis declaration somebody answered, “ So it seems 
my poor messmate must part his cable for want of 
a little assistance. His forc-top-sail is loose already ; 
and, besides, the doctor ordered you to overhaul 
Inm ; hut I see you don’t mind what your master 
says.” Here he was interrupted with, “ bplunter 


I and oons! you lousy tog, who do you call my 
' master? get you gone to the doctor, and tell him 
my birth, and education, and my abilities, and 
moreover my hcliaviour is as good as his, or any 
shentleman’s (no disparagement to him) in the 
whole world. Got plcss my soul I does he think, 
or conceive, or imagine, that I am a horse, or an 
ass, or a goat, to trudge backwards and forwards, 
and upwards and downwards, and by sea and by 
land, at his will and pleasures? Go your wavs, 
yon rap.scallion, and te’l Dr. Atkins, that 1 desire 
and request that he will give a look to the tying 
man, and ordiT something for liim if he he dead or 
alive, and I will see him take it by and by, when 
my craving stomach is satisfied, look you.” At 
this the other went away, saying, that if they would 
serve him so when he was dying, by G — d, he 
M ould he foul of them in the other world. Here 
Air. Thomson let me know that the person we heard 
M^as Air. Alorgan, the first mate, who was just come 
on board from the hospital, whither he had attended 
some of the sick in the morning. At the same 
time 1 saw him come into the berth. He was a 
short thick man,M'ith a face garnished witli pimples, 
a snub nose turned up at the end, an excessive 
wide month, and little fiery eyes, surrounded w'ith 
skin puckered up in innumerable wrinkles. Aly 
friend immcdiat(‘ly made him acquainted v’ith iny 
case ; when he regarded me with a very lofty look, 
but M'ithout sjieakmg, set down a bundle he had in 
his hand, and approached the cupboard, which, 
when he had opened, lie exclaimed in a great 
passion, “ Cot is iny life ! all the pork is gone, as I 
am a (’hristian!” Thomson then gave him to 
understand, that as T liad been brought on hoard 
lalf famished, he could do no less than entertain 
le witli what was in the locker ; and the rather as 
lie had hid the steward enter me in the mess. 
Whether this disappointment made Air. Alorgan 
tiore jieevish than usual, or he rather thought him- 
»elf too little regarded by his fellow-mate, 1 know 
not, hut, after some pause, he went on in this 
naniier, “ Air. Thomson, jierhaps you do not use 
le with all the good manners, and conqdaisanee, 
and respect, look you, that becomes you, because 
you ha\e not vouchsafed to advise with me in this 
affair. 1 have, in my time, look you, been a man 
of some weight and substance, and consideration, 
and have kept house and home, and paid scot and 
'ot, and the king’s taxes; ay, and maintained a 
family to boot. And moreover, also, 1 am your 
senior, and your elder, and your jietter, Air. Thom- 
.on.” “Aly elder I’ll allow' you to he, hut not my 
better,” cried Thomson with some heat. “ (’ot is 
my Saviour, and witness too,” said Alorgan, w ith 
reat vehemence, “ that I am more elder, and there- 
Ibre more petter, by many > ears, than you.” Tear- 
ing this disjiute might he attended with some bad 
couse(juenee, I interposed, and told Air. Alorgan I 
was very sorry for having been the occasion of any 
difference between him and the second mate ; and 
that rather than cause the least breach in their good 
understanding, I would eat iny allow^ance by my- 
;elf, or seek admission into some other company. 
>hit Thomson, with more spirit than discretion, as 
thought, insisted upon my remaining where he 
lad appointed me ; and observed, that no man pos- 
sessed of generosity and compassion would have 
imy objection to it, considering my birth and talents, 
md the misfortunes J liad of late so unjustly under- 
gone. This was touching Air. Morgan on the right 
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key, ^ho protested with ^reat earnestness that he 
had no objection to my being received in the mess ; 
but only complained that the ceremony of asking 
his consent was not observed. “ As for a shentle- 
man in distress,” said he, shaking me by the hand, 
“ I lofe him as 1 lofe my own powels ; for, Got 
help me I I have had vexations enough upon my 
own pack.” And, as 1 afterwards learned, in so 
saying, he spoke no more than what was true ; for 
he had been once settled in a very good situation 
in Glamorganshire, and was ruined by being se- 
curity for an ac<iuaintance. All dilFerences being 
composed, he untied his bundle, which consisted of 
three bunches of onions, and a great lump of 
Cheshire cheese, wrapped up in a handkerchief; 
and, taking some biscuit from the cupboard, fell to 
witli a keen appetite, inviting us to a share of the 
repast. When he had fed heartily on his homely 
fare, he filled a large cup, made of a cocoa-nut 
shell, with brandy, and drinking it off, told us, 
“ Prandy was the pest menstruum for onion and 
sheese.” His hunger being appeased, he began to 
be in better humour ; and being inquisitive about 
my birth, no sooner understood that I was de- 
scended of a good family, than he discovered a 
particular good will to me on that account, deducing 
his own pedigree in a direct line from the famous 
Caractacus, king of the Rritons, who was first the 
prisoner and afterwards the friend of Claudius 
Cicsar. Perceiving how much 1 was reduced in 
point of linen, he made me a present of two good 
ruffled shirts, which, with two more of check which 
I received from Mr. Thomson, enabled me to appear 
with decency. Meanwhile the sailor whom Mr. 
Morgan had sent to the doctor, brought a prescrip- 
tion for his messmate, which, when the W elchman 
had read, he got up to prepare it, and asked if the 
man was “ Tead or alive.” “ Dead !” rejilied Jack, 

“ if he was dead he would have no occasion for 
doctor’s stuff. No, thank God, death ha’nt as yet 
hoarded him, but they have* been yard arm and 
yard arm these three glasses.” “Are his eyes 
open ?” continued the mate. “ Ilis starhoanl eye,” 
said the sailor, “ is open, but fast jammed in his 
head ; and the haulyards of his under jaw have 
given way.” “Passion of my heart!” cried Mor- 
gan, “ the man is as pad as one would desire to be! 
Did you feel his pulses?” To this the other re- 
j)lied with, “ Allan ?” Upon which this Cambro- 
Hriton, with great earnestness and humanity, 
ordered the tar to run to his messmate, and keep 
him alive till he should come with the medicine, 

“ And then,” said he, “ you shall, peradventure, 
])ehold what you shall see.” The poor fellow, with 
great simplicity, ran to the place where the sick 
man lay, but, in less than a minute, returned with 
a woel’ul countenance, and told us his comrade had 
struck. Morgan, hearing this, exclaimed, “ Mercy 
upon my salvation ! why did you not stop him till 
1 came ?” “ Stop him,” said the other, “ I hailed 
him several times, but he was too far on his way, 
and the enemy had got possession of his close 
quarters; so that he did not mind me.” “Well, 
w'ell,” said he, “ we all owe Heaven a teath. Go 
your ways, you raggamuffin, and take an example, 
and a warning, look you, and repent of your mis- 
teets.” So saying, he pushed the seaman out of 
the berth. 

While he entertained us with reflections suitable 
to this event, we heard the boatswain pipe to din- 
ner; and immediately the boy belonging to our 


mess ran to the locker, from whence he carried off 
a large wooden platter, and in a few minutes re- 
turned with it full of boiled peas, crying, “ Scald- 
ings,” all the way as he came. The cloth, consisting 
of a piece of an old sail, was instantly laid, covered 
with three ])lates, which, by the colour, I could with 
difficulty discern to be metal, and as many spoons 
of the same composition, two of which were cur- 
tailed in the handles, and the other abridged in the 
lip. Mr. Morgan himself enriched this mess with 
a lump of salt butter, scooped from an old gallipot, 
and a handful of onions shorn, with some ixmnded 
pepper. 1 was not very much tempted with the 
appearance of this dish, of which, nevertheless, my 
messmates ate heartily, advising me to follow tlieir 
example, as it was banyan-day, and we could have 
no meat till next noon. Rut 1 had already laid in 
sufficient fur the occasion ; and therefore desired to 
be excused, expressing a curiosity to know the 
meaning of banyan-day. They told me that on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, the ship’s 
company had no allowance of meat, and that these 
meagre days were called banyan-days, the reason 
of which they did not know f but I have since 
learned they take their denomination from a sect 
of devotees in some parts of the East Indies, who 
never taste flesh. 

After dinner, Thomson led me round the ship, 
showed me the different parts, di‘scribed th'dr uses, 
and, us far as he could, made me acquainted with 
the particulars of the discipline and economy ])rac- 
tised on board. He then demanded of the boat- 
swain an hammock foi* me, which was slung in a 
very neat manner by my friend Jack Katiliii ; and 
as I had no bed-clothes, procured cr(*dit for me 
with the purser, for a muttrass and two blankets. 
At seven o’clock in the evening, JSlorgaii visited the 
sick, and having ordered wliut was proj)er for each, 

1 assisted Thomson in making up his prescri])tions : 
but when 1 followed him with the medicines into 
the sick bertli or hospital, and observed thi‘ situa- 
tions of the patients, 1 w^as miieli less surjirised 
that people should die on board, than that any sick 
person should recover. Here I saw about fifty 
miserable distempered wretches, suspended in rows, 
so huddled one upon anotlier, that not more tliun 
fourteen inches space was allotted for each with liis 
bed and bedding ; and deprived of the light of the 
day, as well as of fresh air ; brcatliing nothing but 
a noisome atmosphere of the morbid steams ex- 
haling from their own exereinents and diseased 
bodies, devoured with vennin liatched in the filth 
that surroimded them, and destitute of every con- 
venience necessary for people in that helpless con- 
dition. 


CIIAl^TER XXVI. 

A disagreeable Accident happens to me in the discharge of 
my Office — Morgan’s Nose is offeiidcd — A Dialogue be- 
tween him and the Ship’s Steward — Upon examination, I 
find more causes of complaint than one — My Hair is cut 
off — Morgan’s Cookery — The Manner of Sleeping on 
Hoard — 1 am waked in the Night by a dreadful Noise. 

I COULD not comprehend how it was possible for 
the attendants to come near those who hung on the 
inside towards the sides of the ship, in order to aa 
sist them, us they seemed barricadoed by those 
who lay on the outside, and entirely out of the 
reach of all visitation. Much less could I conceive 
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iiow my friend Thomson would be able to ad* 
Tiiinister clysters, that were ordered for some 
in that situation ; when I saw him thrust his wig 
in his pocket, and strip himself to his waistcoat 
in a moment, then creep on all four under the 
hammocks of the sick, and, forcing up his Imre 
pate between two, keep them asunder with one 
shoulder, until he had done his duty. Eager to 
learn tlie service, I desired he would give me leave 
to perform the next operation of that kind ; and he 
consenting, I undressed myself after his example, 
and crawling along, the ship happened to roll ; tliis 
motion alarming me, 1 laid hold of the first thing 
that came within my grasp, with such violence, that 
I overturned it, and soon found by the smell that 
issued upon me, I had not unlocked a box of the 
most delicious perfume : it was well for me that 
rny nose was none of the most delicate, else I know 
not how I might have been affected by this vapour, 
which diffused itself all over the ship, to the utter 
discomposure of every body who tarried on the 
c,iine deck : neither was the consequence of this 
lisgrace confined to my sense of smelling only; 
for 1 felt my misfortunes more ways than one. 
That T might not, however, appear altogether dis- 
joncerted in this my first essay, I got up, and 
mshing my head with great force between two 
lammocks, towards the middle, where the greatest 
•esistance was, I made an opening indeed, but, not 
mderstanding the knack of dexterously turning 
ny shoulder to maintain my advantage, had the 
nortification to find myself stuck up as it were in a 
ullory, and the weight of three or four people 
)earing on each side of iny neck, so that 1 was in 
langer of strangulation. While I remained in this 
lefenceless posture, one of the sick men, rendered 
H*evish by his distemper, was so enraged at the 
iincll I had occasioned, and the rude shock he had 
’Oceived from me in my elevation, that, wdth many 
)itter reproaches, he seized mo by the nose, which 
le tweaked so unmercifully, that I roared with an- 
Jiuish. Thomson, perceiving my condition, ordered 
)nc of the Avaiters to iny assistance, who with much 
lifiieulty disengaged me from this situation, and 
liiidered me from taking vengeance of the sick 
nan, whose indisposition would not luivc screened 
lim from the effects of my indignation. 

After having made an end of our ministry for 
hat time, we descended to the coek])it, my iViend 
•omforting me for what had happened with a 
loiuely proverb, which T do not choose to repeat. 
iV4ien we had deseended half way down the ladder, 
NTr. Morgan, before lie saw us, liaving intelligence 
ly his nose of The approach of something extraor- 
linary, cried, “(^ot Inwe mercy upon my senses! 

1 believe the enemy has jioarded us in a stink-pot!’’ 
riieu directing his discourse to the stcAvard, from 
IV horn he imagined the odour proceeded, he repri- 
naiuled him severely for the freedoms he took 
iniong gentlemen of birth, and threatened to smoke 
lim like a padger with sulphur, if he ever should 
resume to offend his neighbours with such smells 
I’or the future. The steward, conscious of his own 
nnocence, replied, with some warmth, “ I know of 
no smells but those of your own making.” This 
repartee introduced a smart dialogue, in Avhich the 
Welshman undertook to prove, that tliough the 
stench lie complained of did not flow from the 
steward’s own body, he was, nevertheless, the 
luthor of it, by serving out damaged provisions 
the ship’s company ; and in particular, putrified 


cheese, from the use of which only, ne affirmed, 
such unsavoury steams could arise. Then he 
launched out into the praise of good cheese, 
of which he gave the analysis : he explained the 
different kinds of that commodity, with the methods 
practised to make and preserve it ; and concluded 
with observing, that, in yielding good cheese, the 
county of Glamorgan might vie with Cheshire it- 
self, and was much superior to it in the produce of 
goats and putter. I gathered from this conversa- 
tion, that, if I entered in my present pickle, 1 
should be no welcome guest ; and therefore desired 
Mr. Thomson to go before, and represent my cala- 
mity ; at which the first mate expressing some 
concern, went upon deck immediately, taking his 
way through the cable tire, and by the main hatch- 
way, to avoid encountering me, desiring me to 
clean myself as soon as possible, for he intended to 
regale himself with a dish of salmagundy and a 
pipe. Accordingly I set about this disagreeable 
business, and soon found that 1 had more fcauses of 
complaint than I at first imagined ; for I jicrceived 
some guests had honoured me with their company, 
whose visit I did not at all think seasonable ; nei- 
their did they seem inclined to leave me in a hurry, 
for they were in possession of my chief quarters, 
where they fed without reserve at the expense of 
my blood. — But considering it would be much 
easier to extirpate this ferocious colony in the in- 
fancy of their settlement, than after they should he 
multiplied and naturalized to the soil, I took the 
advice of my friend, who, to prevent such misfor- 
tunes, went always close shaved, and made the boy 
of our mess cut off my hair, which had been grow- 
ing since I left the service of Lavement ; and the 
second mate lent me an old bob wig, to supply the 
loss of that covering. This affair being ended, and 
every thing adjusted in the best manner my cir- 
cumstances would jiermit, the descendant of Ca- 
ractacus returned, and ordering the boy to bring a 
piece of salt beef from the brine, cut off a slice, and 
mixed it with an equal quantity of onions, which 
seasoning with a moderate proportion of pepper 
and salt, he brought it into a consistence with oil 
and vinegar. Then tasting the dish, assured us, it 
was the best salmagundy that he had ever made, and 
recommended it to our palate wdth such heartiness, 
that 1 could not help doing honour to his prepara- 
tion. Rut I had no sooner swallowed a mouthful, 
than 1 thought my entrails Avere scorched, and en- 
deavoured, with a deluge of small beer, to allay the 
heat it occasioned. Supper being over, Mr. Mor- 
gan liaving smoked a couple of pipes, and supplied 
the moisture he had exjiended with as many cans 
of flip, of Avhich w'c all partook, a certain yuAvning 
began to admonish me, that it was liigh time to re- 
pair by sleep the injury 1 had suffered from want 
of rest the preceding night ; which being perceived 
by my companions, whose time of repose was now 
arrived, they proposed we should turn in, or, in 
other words, go to bed. Our hammocks, which 
hung parallel to one another on the outside of the 
berth, were immediately unlashed, and 1 beheld my 
messmates spring with great agility into their re- 
spective nests, where they seemed to lie concealed, 
very much at their ease. But it was some time be- 
fore I could prevail upon myself to trust my carcass 
at such a distanci* from the ground, in a narrow 
hag, out of which T imagined 1 should be apt, on 
the least motion in my sleep, to tumble down at the 
hazard of breaking my bones. I suffered myself 
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htwerer, to be persuaded, and, taking a leap to get 
in, threw myself quite over with such violence 
that, had I not luckily got hold of Thomson’s 
hammock, I should have pitched upon my head on 
the other side, and in all likelihood fractured my 
skull. After some fruitless efforts, I succeeded at 
last; but the apprehension of the jeopardy in 
which 1 believed myself withstood all the attacks 
of sleep, till towards the morning watch, when, in 
spite of my fears, I w as overpowered with slum- 
ber, though I did not long enjoy this comfortable 
situation ; being aroused with a noise so loud and 
shrill, that I thought the drums of my ears were 
burst by it ; this was followed by a dreadful simi- 
mons pronounced by a hoarse voice, which I could 
not understand. While I was debating with myself 
whether or not I should wake my companion, and 
iiuiuire into the occasion of this disturbance, 1 was 
informed by one of the quarter-masters, who passed 
by me with a lantern in his hand, that the noise 
that alarmed me w'as occasioned by the boatswain’s 
mates, who called up the larboard watch, and that I 
must lay my account with such interruption every 
morning at the same hour. Eeing now more as- 
sured of my safety, I addressed myself again to 
rest, and slept till eight o’clock, when rising, and 
breakfasting with my comrades on biscuit and 
brandy, the sick were visited and assisted as before ; 
after which visitation my good friend Thomson 
explained and performed another piece of duty, to 
which 1 was a stranger. At a certain hour in the 
morning, the boy of the mess went round all the 
decks, ringing a small liand-bell, and, in rhymes 
composed for the occasion, invited all those who 
had sores to repair before the mast, where one of 
the doctor’s mates attended, with applications to 
dress them. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 

I acquire the friendship of the Surgeon, who procures a 
Warrant for me, and makes me a present of Clothes — A 
Hattie between a Midshipman and me — The Surgeon leaves 
tlie Sliip — Tlie Captain conies on hoard with anotlier Sur- 
geon — A Dialogue between the Captam and Morgan — The 
Sick are ordered to be hrouglit upon the Quarter deck and 
examined— The Consequences of that Order— A Madman 
accuses Morgan, and is set at Liberty hy command of the 
Captain, whom he instanlly attacks and pommels without 
mercy. 

While T was busied with my friend in this practice, 
the doctor chanced to pass hy the place where we 
were, and, stopping to observe me, appeared very 
well satisfied with iriy method of application ; and 
afterwards sent for me to his cabin, where, having 
examined me touching my skill in surgery, and the 
particulars of my fortune, he interested himself so 
far in iny behalf, as to promise his assistance in 
procuring a warrant for me, seeing I had been 
already found qualified at Surgeons’ Hall for the 
station I filled on hoard ; and in this good office he 
the more cordially engaged, when he understood I 
was nephew to Lieutenant Bowling, for wliom he 
expressed a particular regard. In the mean time, 
I could learn from his discourse, that he did not 
intend to go to sea again with Caj)tain (Jakiiin, 
having, as he thought, been indifferently used by 
him during the last voyage. 

A\^iile I lived tolerably easy, in expectation of 
preferment, I was not altogelber without mortifica- 


tions, which I not only suffered from the rude 
insults of the sailors and petty officers, among 
whom I was known by the name of Loblolly Boy^ 
but also from the disposition of Morgan, who, 
though friendly in the main, was often very trouble- 
some with bis pride, which expected a good deal of 
submission from me, and delighted in recapitulating 
the favours which 1 had received at his hands. 

About six w eeks after my arrival on hoard, th® 
surgeon bidding me to follow him into his cabin, 
presented a warrant to me, by which 1 was appointed 
surgeon’s third mate on board the Thunder. Thix 
he had procured by his interest at the Navy OflBcej 
as also another for himself, by virtue of which he 
was removed into a second rate. 1 acknowledged 
his kindness in the strongest teniis my gratitude 
could suggest, and professed my sorrow at the 
prospect of losing so valuable a friend, to w hom I 
hoped to have recommended myself still further hy 
my resjiectful and diligent behaviour. But his 
generosity did not sto]) here ; for, before he left the 
ship, he made me a present of a chest and some 
clothes, that enabled me to support the rank to 
which he had raised me. 1 found my spirit revive 
with my good fortune ; and, now 1 w^as an officer, 
resolved to maintain the dignity of my station, 
against all opposition or affronts. Nor was it Jong 
before 1 had occasion to exert my resolution. Idy 
old enemy the midshijnnan, whose name was 
Crampley, entertaining an iinplacable animosity 
against mo for the disgrace he had snfFered on my 
account, had since tliat time taken all opportunities 
of reviling and ridiculing me, when 1 was not 
entitled to retort this bad usage. And even after 
1 had been rated on the books and mustered as 
surgeon’s mate, be did not think fit to restrain his 
insolence. In particular, being one day present 
while I dressed a w'ound in a sailor’s kg, he began 
to sing a song, which T thought highly injurious to 
the honour of my country, and therefore signified 
my resentment, hy ohs<*rving, that the Scots alw ays 
laid their account with finding enemies among the 
ignorant, insignificant, and malicious. This un- 
expected piece of assurance enraged him to such a 
degree, that he lent me a blow on the face, which 1 
verily thought had demolished my cheek-bone ; I 
was not blow in returning the obligation, and the 
affair began to be very serious, w hen hy accident 
Mr. Morgan and one of the master s males, coming 
that way, interposed, and inquiring into the cause, 
endeavoured to promote a reconciliation ; but finding 
us both exasperated to tlie uttermost, and bent 
against accommodation, they advised us cither to 
leave our difference undecided till w^e should have 
an opportunity of terminating it on shore, like 
gentlemen, or else choose a projicr place on board, 
and bring it to an issue by boxing. This la*t ex- 
pedient was greedily embraced by us both ; and 
being forthwith conducted to the ground proposed, 
we stripped in a moment, and began a very furious 
contest, in which I soon found myself inferior to 
iny antagonist, not so much in strength and agility, 
as in skill, wdiich he had acquired in the school of 
Hockley in the Hole and Tottenham (\)nrt. Many 
cross-buttocks did I sustain, and pegs on the stomach 
without number, till at last my breath being quite 
gone, as well as my vigour wasted, I grew desperate, 
and collecting all luy strength in one effort, threw 
in at once, head, hands, and feet, with such violence, 
that 1 drove iny antagonist three paces backward 
into the main hatchway, down which lie fell, and 
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pitching upon his head and right shoulder, remained 
without sense and motion. Morgan, looking down 
and seeing him lie in that condition, cried, “ Upon 
niy conscience, as T am a ('hristian sinner, look you, 

I believe his patties are all ofer; hut I take you all 
to witness that there was no treachery in the case, 
and that he has sufi'ered by the chance of W'ar.” So 
saying, lie descended to the deck below, to examine 
into the situation of my adversary ; and left me 
very little pleased with my victory, as I found 
myself* not only terribly bruised, but likewise in 
danger of being called to account for the death of 
Crampley. But this fear vanished when my fellow 
mate, having, by bleeding him in the jugular, 
brought him to himself^ and inquired into the state 
of his body, called up to me to be under no concern, 
for the midshipman had received no other damage 
than as pretty a luxation of the rw humeri as one 
would desire to see on a summer’s day. Upon this 
information, I crawled down to the cockpit, and 
acquainted Thomson with the afiair, w ho, providing 
himself with bandages, &c. necessary for the occa- 
sion, went up to assist Mr. IMorgan in the reduction 
of the dislocation. When this w’as successfully 
performed, they wished me joy of the event of the 
ombat ; and the Welshman, after observing, that, 
in all likelihood, the ancient Scots and Britons | 
were the same people, bade me “praise (lot for 
putting mettle in my pelly, and strength in my 
limbs to support it.” I acquired such reputation 
by this rencontre (which lasted (wenty minutes), 
that every body became more cautious in behaviour 
tow^ards me ; though Crampley, with his arm in a 
sling, talked very high, and threatened to seize the 
lirst opportunity of retrieving on shore the honour 
be had lost by an accident, from which 1 could justly 
claim no merit. 

About this time, Captain Oakum, luiving received 
sailing orders, came on board, and brought along 
with him a surgeon of his own country, who soon 
made us sensible of the loss we sulfercd in the de- 
parture of Doctor Atkins ; for lie was grossly igno- 
rant, and intolerably assuming, false, vindictive, and 
unforgiving; a merciless tyrant to Ids inferiors, 
an abject sycojdiaut to those above him. In the 
morning after the captain came on board, our first 
mate, according to custom, went to wait on him 
witli a sick list, which when this grim commander had 
perused, he cried w ith a stern countenance, “ Blood 
and oons ! sixty-one sick ])cople on hoard of my 
ship! IJavkee, you sir, I’ll have no sick in my ship, 
by (1 -d.” The Welshman replied, he should be 
very glad to find no sick people on board; but 
wldle it w as otherw ise, lie did no more than bis duty 
in j)resenting him with a list. “ You and your list 
niay he d — d,” said the captain, throwing it at 
him, “ 1 say, there shall be no sick in tins ship while 
1 have the command of her.” Mr. Morgan being 
nettled af this treatment, told him, his indignation 
ought to he directed to Got Aliniglity, w'ho visited 
his peoj)le with distempers, and not to him, wdio 
contributed all in his power towards their cure. 
The bashaw not being used to such behaviour in 
any ()f his officers, was enraged to fury at this 
satirical insinuation; and stamping with his foot, 
called him insolent scoundrel, threatening to have 
him pinioned to the deck, if he should presume 
to utter another syllable. But the blood of (’arac- 
tacus being thoroughly heated, disdained to he re- 
stricted by such a command, and began to manifest 
ttself in, “ Captain Oagum, I am a shentleman of 


birth and parentage, look yon, and peradventure 
I am moreover” — ^ilere his harangue was broke off 
by the captain’s steward, who, being Morgan’s 
countryman, hurried him out of the cabin before he 
had time to exasy)erate his master to a greater de- 
gree : and this would certainly have been the case ; 
for the indignant Welshman could hardly be him 
dered, by his friend’s arguments and entreaties, 
from re-entering the presence-chamber, and defying 
Captain Oakum to his teeth. He was, however, 
appeased at length, and came down to the berth, 
where, finding Thomson and me at work prejwring 
medic j lies, he bade us leave off our labour and go 
to play, for the captain, by his sole word and power, 
and command, had driven sickness a pegging to the 
tevil, and there was no more malady on board. So 
saying, he dmiik off* a gill of brandy, sighed griev- 
ously three times, poured forth an ejaculation of 
“ Got pless my beai*t, liver, and lungs !” and then 
began to sing a Welsh song with great earnestness 
of visage, voice and gesture. I could not conceive 
the meaning of this singular phenomenon, and 
saw by the looks of Thomson, who at the same time 
shook his head, tliat he suspected poor Cadwalla- 
der’s brains were unsettled. He ])erceiving our 
amazenu'iit, told us lie would explain the mystery ; 
but, at the same time bade us take notice, that he 
bad lived poy,])atchelor, married man, and widower, 
almost forty >ears, and, in all that time, there w as 
no man nor mother’s son in the whole world w’ho 
durst use him so ill as (’aptain Oagum had done. 
Then he acquainted us w ith the dialogue that passed 
betw een them, as I have already related it ; and had 
no sooner finished this narration, than he received 
a message from the surgeon, to bring the sick list 
to the quarter-deck, for the captain had ordered all 
the patients thither to be reviewed. This inhuman 
order shocked us extremely, as w'e knew it would 
be impossible to carry some of them on the deck, 
without imminent danger of their lives ; but, as we 
likewise knew it would be to no purpose for us to 
remonstrate against it, we repaired to the quarter- 
deck in a bcKly, to see this extraordinary muster ; 
IVIorgan observing by the way, that the captain was 
going to send to the other world a great many 
evidences to testify against himself. M'hen we a])- 
])eared upon deck, the captain bade the doctor, who 
stood bowing at his right hand, look at these lazy 
lubberly sons of bitches, w ho w ere good for nothing 
on board but to eat the king’s provision, and en- 
courage idleness in the skulkers. The surgeon 
grinned approbation, and taking the list, began to 
examine the complaints of each, as they could craw l 
to the place appointed. The first who came under 
his cognizance was a poor fellow just freed of a 
fever, which had weakened him so much, that he 
could hardly stand. Mr. Iilaekshane (for that was 
the doctor's name) having felt his pulse, protested 
he was as well as any man in the world ; and the 
captain delivered liim over to the boatswain’s mate, 
with orders that he should receive a round dozen 
at tlu* gang- way immediately, for counterfeiting 
himself sick : but before the discijdine could be exe- 
cuted, the man dropi)ed down on the deck, and had 
well nigh perished under the hands of the execu- 
tioner. The next ])atient to be considered, laboured 
under aquarian ague, and being then in his interval 
of health, discovered no other symptoms of distem- 
per than a pale meagre countenance, and emaciated 
body ; upon which, he w as declared fit for duty, 
and turned over to the boatswain: but being 
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resolved to disgrace the doctor, died upon the fore- 
castle next day, during his cold fit. The third com- 
plained of a pleuritic stitch, and spitting of blood } 
for which Doctor Mackshane prescribed exercise 
at the pump, to promote expectoration : but whether 
this was improper for one in his situation, or that it 
was used to excess, 1 know not ; for in less than 
half an hour he was sulfocated with a deluge of 
blood that issued from his lungs. A fourth, with 
much difficulty, climbed to the quarter-deck, being 
loaded with a monstrous ascites or dropsy, that in- 
vaded his chest so much, he could scarce fetch his 
breath ; but his disease being interpreted into fat, 
occasioned by idleness and excess of eating, he was 
ordered, with a view to promote perspiration, and 
enlarge his chest, to go aloft immediately: it was in 
vain for this unwieldy wretch to allege his utter 
incapacity ;the boatswain’s driver was commanded 
to whip him up with a cat-o’nine-tails : the smart 
of this application made him exert himself so much, 
that he actually arrived at the puttock shrouds ; but 
when the enormous weight of his body had nothing 
else to sujpport it than his weakened arms, cither 
out of spite or necessity, he quitted his hold, and 
plumped into the sea, where he must have been 
drowned, had not a sailor, who was in a boat along- 
side, saved his life, by keeping him afloat till he 
was hoisted on board by a tackle. It would he 
tedious and disagreeable to describe the late of every 
miserable object that suffered by the inhumanity 
and ignorance of the captain and surgeon, who .so 
wantonly sacrificed the lives of their fellow-crea- 
tures. Many were brought up in the height of 
fevers, and rendered delirious by the injuries they 
received in the way, Some gave up the ghost in 
the presence of their inspectors ; and others, who 
were ordered to their duty, languished a few days at 
work among their fellows, and then departed with- 
out any ceremony. On the whole, the number of 
the sick was reduced to less than a dozen ; and the 
authors of this reduction w'ere applauding them- 
selves for the services they had done to their king 
and country, when the boatswain’s mate informed 
his honour, that there was a man below lashed to 
his hammock by the direction of the doctor’s mate, 
and that he begged hard to be released ; affirming, 
he liad been so maltreated only for a grudge Mr. 
Morgan bore him, and that he was as much in his 
senses as any man aboard. The captain hearing 
this, darted a severe look at the Welshman, and 
ordered the man to be brought uj) immediately : 
upon which Morgan protested witli great fervency, 
that the person in question was as mad as a March- 
hare ; and begged for the love of Got, they would 
at least keep his arms pinioned during liis examin- 
ation, to prevent him from doing mischief. This 
request the commander granted for his own sake, 
and the patient was produced, who insisted upon 
his being in his right wits with such calmness and 
strength of argument, that every body present was 
inclined to believe him, except Morgan, who affirmed 
there was no trusting to appearances ; for he him- 
self had been so much imposed upon by his beha- 
viour two days before, that he had actually unbound 
him with his own hands, and had well nigh been 
mimlered for his pains. This was confirmed by the 
evidence of one of the waiters, who declared he had 
pulled this patient from the doctor’s mate, whom 
he had gotten down and almost strangled. To this 
the man answered, that the witness was a creature 
of Morgan’s, and was suborned to give his testimony 


against him by the malice of the mate, whom the de- 
fendant had affronted, by discovering to the people 
on board that Mr. Morgan’s wife kept a gin-shop 
in Rag-Fair. This anecdote produced a laugh at 
the expense of the Welshman, who, shaking his 
head with some emotion, sai^ “ Ay, ay, ’tis no 
matter. Got knows, it is an arrant falsehood.” 
Captain Oakum, without any further hesitation, 
ordered the fellow to be unfettered ; a* the same 
time, threatening to make Morgan exchange situa- 
tions with him for his spite. Rut the Rriton no 
sooner heard the decision in favour of the madman, 
than he got up the mizen shrouds, crying to '^I'liom- 
son and me to get out of his reacli, for we would 
sec him play the devil with a vengeance. We did 
not think fit to disregard his caution, and accord- 
ingly got up on the poop, whence we beheld tlie 
maniac, as soon as he was released, fly at the ca])- 
tain like a fury, crying, “ I’ll let you know, you 
scoundrel, that I am commander of this vessel,” 
and pommel him without mercy. The surgeon, 
who went to the assistance of his patron, shared the 
same fate ; and it was with the utmost difficulty 
that he was mastered at last, after having done 
great execution among those who opposed him. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The Captain enraged, threatens to put the Madman to 
death with his own Hand—Is diverted from that Resolution 
by the Arguments and Persuasions of the first Lieutenant 
and Surgeon— We set sail for St. Helen’s, join the Fleet 
under tlie command of Sir C n r O — le, and pro- 

ceed for the West Indies — Are overtaken by a terrible 
Tempest— My Friend Jack Rattlin has his Leg broke by a 
Fall from the Main-yard — The Behaviour of Dr. Mack- 
shane — Jack opposes the Amputation of his Limb, in which 
he is seconded by Morgan and me, who undertake the 
Cure, and perform it successfully. 

The captaiu was carried into his cabin, so enraged 
with the treatment he had received, tliat he ordered 
the fellow to he brought before him, that he might 
have the pleasure of pistoling him with his own 
hand; and would certainly have satisfied his re- 
venge in this manner, had not the first lieutemuit 
remonstrated against it, by observing, that, in all 
appearance, the fellow was not mad hut desperate ; 
that he had been hired by some enemy of the cap- 
tain to assassinate him, and therefore ought to be 
kept in irons till lie could he brought to a court- 
martial, which, no doubt, would sift the affair to the 
bottom, by which means important discoveries might 
he made, and then sentence the criminal to a deatli 
adequate to his demerits. This suggestion, impro- 
bable as it was, had the desired effect upon the 
captain, being exactly calculated for the meridian 
of his intellects ; more especially as Doctor Mack- 
shanc espoused this opinion, in consequence of his 
previous declaration that the man was not mad. 
Morgan finding there was no more damage done, 
could not help discovering, by liis countenance, the 
pleasure he enjoyed on this occasion ; and while he 
bathed the doctor’s face with an embrocation, ven- 
tured to ask him, whether he thought there were 
more fools or madmen on board ? Rut he would have 
been wiser in containing this sally, which his patient 
carefully laid up in his memory, to he taken notice 
of at a more fit season. Meanwhile, we weighed 
anchor, and on our way to the Downs, the madman, 
wlio was treated as a prisoner, took an opportunity, 
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while the sentinel attended him at the head, to leap 
overboard, and frustrate the revenge of the captain. 
We staid not long at the Downs, but took the benefit 
of the first easterly wind to go round to Spithead ; 
where having received on board })rovi8ions for six 
months, we sailed from St. Helen’s in tlie grand 
fleet bound for the West Indies, on the ever- 
memorable expedition of Cartliagena. 

It was not without great mortification I saw my- 
self on the point of being transported to such a 
distant and unhealthy climate, destitute of every 
convenience that could render such a voyage sup- 
portable ; and under the dominion of an arbitrary 
tyrant, whose command was almost intolerable. 
However, as these complaints were common to a 
great many on board, 1 resolvetl to submit patiently 
to my fate, and contrive to make myself as easy as 
the nature of the case would allow. We got out of 
the Channel with a prosperous breeze, which died 
away, leaving us becalmed about fifty leagues to the 
westward of the Lizard. But this state of inaction 
did not last long ; for next night our main-top sail 
was split by the wind, wliich in the morning in- 
creased to a hurricane. 1 was wakened by a most 
horrible din, occasioned by the play of the gun 
carriages upon the deck above, the cracking of 
cabins, the howling of the wind through the shrouds, 
the confused noise of the ship’s crew, the pipes of 
the boatswain and his mates, the trumpets of the 
lieutenants, and the clanking of the chain pumps, 
blorgan, who had never been at sea before, turned 
out in a great hurry, crying, “ (Jot have mercy and 
compassion upon us ! I believe we have got upon 
the confines of Taicifer and the d — d !” while poor 
Tliomson lay quaking in his hammock, putting up 
petitions to Heaven for our safety. I rose and joined 
the Welshman, with whom (after having fortified 
ourselves with brandy) I went above ; but, if my 
sense of hearing was startled before, how must my 
sight have been appalled in beholding the efteets of 
the storm ! The sea was swelled into liillows moun- 
tain high, on the top of which, our ship sometimes 
liung as if it was about to bo precipitated to the 
abyss below ! Sometimes we sunk between two 
waves that rose on each side higher than our to])- 
inast head, and threatened, by dashing together, to 
overwhelm us in a moment ! ( )f all our fleet, con- 
sisting of a hundred and fifty sail, scarce twelve 
appeared, and these driving under their bare poles, 
at the mercy of the tempest. At length the mast 
of one of them gave way, and tumbled over-board 
with a hideous crash ! or was the prospect in our 
own ship much more agreeable; a number of officers 
and sailors ran backward and foi'ward with distrac- 
tion in their looks, hallooing to one another, and 
undetermined what they should attend to first. Some 
clung to the yards, endeavouring to unbend the sails 
that were split into a thousand pieces flapping in 
the wind ; others tried to furl those which were yet 
whole, while the masts, at every pitch, bent and 
quivered like twigs, as if they w^ould have shivered 
into innumerable splinters ! While I considered this 
scene with etpial terror and astonishment, one of 
the main braces broke, by the shock whereof two 
sailors were flung from the yard’s arm into tlie sea, 
where they perished, and poor Jack Uattlin was 
thrown down upon the deck, at the expense of a 
brok(‘n leg. Morgan and 1 ran immediately to his 
assistance, and found a splinter of the shin-bone 
thrust by the violence of the fall through the skin. 
As this was a case of too great conseipiencc to be | 


treated without the authority of the doctor, I went 
down to his cabin to inform him of the accident, as 
well as to brmg up dressings, which we always kept 
ready prepared. I entered his apartment without 
any ceremony, and by the glimmering of a lamp, 
perceived him on his knees, before something that 
very much resembled a crucifix ; but this I will not 
insist upon, that 1 may not seem too much a slave 
to common report^ which indeed assisted my con- 
jecture on this occasion, by representing Dr. Mack- 
shanc as a member of the church of Rome. Be this 
as it will, he got up in a sort of confusion, occasioned, 
I suppose, by his being disturbed in his devotion, 
and, in a trice, snatched the subject of my suspicion 
from my sight. 

After making an apology for my intrusion, I 
acquainted him with the situation of Rattlin, but 
could by no means prevail upon him to visit him 
on deck, where he lay. He bade me desire the 
boatswain to order some of the men to carry him 
down to the cockpit, and in the mean time, said he, 

I will direct Thomson to get ready the dressings. 
When 1 signified to the boatswain the doctor’s de- 
sire, he swore a terrible oath, that he could not spare 
one man from the deck, because he expected the 
ma.st would go by the board every minute. This 
piece of information did not at all contribute to my 
peace of mind ; however, as my friend Rattlin cimi- 
plained very much, with the assistance of Morgan, 
I supported him to the lower deck, whither Mr. 
Mackshane, after much entreaty, ventured to come, 
attended by Thomson, with a box full of dressings, 
and his own servant, who carried a whole set of 
capital instruments. He examined the fracture and 
the wound, and concluding, from a livid colour ex- 
tending itself upon the limb, that a mortification 
would ensue, resolved to amputate the leg imme- 
diately. This was a dreadful sentence to the pa- 
tient, who, recruiting himself with a quid of tobacco, 
pronounced, w ith a woeful countenance, “ What ! 
is there no remedy, doctor ? — must I be dock’d ? — 
can t you splice it ?” “ Assuredly, Doctor Mack- 
sbano,” said the first mate, “ with submission, and 
deference, and veneration, to your superior abilities, 
and opportunities, and stations, look you, I do ap- 
prehend, and conjecture, and aver, that there is no 
occasion nor necessity to smite off this poor man’s 
leg.” “ God Almighty bless you, dear Welshman !” 
cried Rattlin, “ may you have fair wind and wea- 
ther w'hcresoever you’re bound, and come to an 
anchor in the Road of Heaven at last.” I^Iackshane, 
very much incensed at his mate's difleriiig in opi- 
nion from him so openly, answered, that he v as not 
hound to give an account of his practice to him ; 
and, in a peremptory tone, orcb-red him to ai)])ly the 
tourniquet; at the siglit of wliieli. Jack, starling 
up, cried, “Avast, avast! d — n my lieart, if \ou 
clap your nippers on me, till 1 know wdierefore ! 
Mr. Random, won’t you lend a hand tou ai ds sa\ ing 
my precious limb? Odds heart, if Lieutenant 
Bowling was here, he wmuld not suffer Jack Rat- 
tlin’s leg to he chopped off like a piece of old junk.” 
This pathetic address to me, joined to my inclina- 
tion to serve my honest friend, and the reasons I 
had to believe there w\as no danger in dela}ing the 
amputation, induced me to declare in} self of the 
first mate’s opinion, and aflirm, that the preterna- 
tural colour of the skin w as owdng to an inflam- 
mation occasioned by a contusion, and common in 
all such cases, without any indication of an ap- 
proaching gtmgrcne. ^Morgan, who had a great 
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opinion of my Rkill, manifestly exulted in my fel- 
lowship, and asked Thomson’s sentiments cTf the 
matter, in hopes of strenf^hening our association 
with him too ; but he. being of a meek disposition, 
and either dreading the enmity of the surgeon, or 
speaking the dictates of his own judgment, in a 
jnodest manner, espoused the opinion of Maekshane, 
who, by this time, having consulted wdth himself, 
determined to act in such a manner as to sci’een 
himself from censure, and at the same time revenge 
himself on us for our arrogance in contradicting 
him. With this view he asked if we wmnld under- 
take to cure the leg at our peril —that is, be answer- 
able for the consequence. To this question Morgan 
replied, that the lives of his ereatures are in the 
hands of Got alone ; and it would he great pre- 
sumption in him to undertake for an event that v as 
in the power of his Maker, no more than the doctor 
could promise to cure all the sick to whom he ad- 
ministered his assistance ; but if the patient wouhl 
put himself under our direction, we would do our 
endeavour to bring his distemper to a favourable 
issue, to which, at present, we saw no obstruction. 
I signified my concurrence ; and Hatllin was so 
overjoyed, that, shaking us both by the hands, he 
swore nobody else should touch him, and if he died, 
liis blood should be upon his own head. Mr. Mack- 
shane, flattering himself with the prospect of our 
miscarriage, went away, and left us to manage it 
as we should think proper. Accordingly, having 
sawed off* part of the, splinter that stuck through the 
skin, wo reduced the fracture, dressed the wound, 
applied the eighteen-tailed bandage, and put the 
leg in a box, senmhim arfem. Every thing suc- 
ceeded according to our wish, and we had the satis- 
faction of not oidy preserving the poor fellow’s leg, 
but likewise of rendering the doctor contemptible 
among the ship’s company, w ho had all their eyes 
on us during the course of this cure, which was 
completed in six weeks. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

Marteshane’s Malice— I am taken up and imprisoned for a 
Spy— Morf;an meets with the same Fate— Thomson Is tam- 
pered with to turn Evidence apainst us— Disdaiius the Pro- 
posal, and is maltreated for Ills Intepnty — Morgan is re- 
leased to assist the Surgeon during an Engagement with 
some Frencli Ships of War — I remain fettered on the Poop 
exposed to the Enemy’s Shot, and grow delirious with 
Fear— Am comforted after the Battle hy Morgan, who 
.speaks freely of the Captain , is overheard by the Sentinel, 
who informs against liim, and again inipri-soned— Thomson 
prows desperate, and, notwithstanding the remonstrances 
of Morgaii and me, goes overboard in the night. 

In the mean time, the storm subsided into a brisk 
gale, that carried us into the warm latitudes, where 
the weather became intolerahle, and the crew very 
sickly. The doctor left uotbing miattciuptcd to- 
wards the com])lction of his vcngcauce against the 
Welshman and me. He wumt among the sick, un- 
der pretence of inquiring into flieir grievances, with 
a view of picking up complaints to our prejudice; 
hut finding himself frustrated in that expectation, 
by the good will w^e had procured from the patients 
by our diligence and humanity, he took the reso- 
lution of listening to our conversation, by hiding 
himself behind the canvass that siirrounded our 
berth. Here, too, he was detected hy the boy 
of our mess, who acquainted us with this piece of j 


behaviour ; and one night, while we were picking 
a large hone of salt beef, Morgan discerned some- 
thing stir on the outside of our hangings, which 
immediately interpreting to he the doctor, he tipt 
me the wink, and pointed to the place, where I 
could perceive souiehody standing; upon which 
1 snatched up the bone, and levelled it with all my 
force at him, saving, “ Whoever you are, take tliat 
for your curiosity.” It had tlie desired effect, for 
we heard the listener tumble down, and iiftcrwards 
crawl to his own cabin. I ap])lauded myself much 
for this feat, which turned out one of the most un- 
lucky exploits of my life, Maekshane from that time 
marking me out for destruction. About a week 
after this exploit, as T was going my rounds among 
the sick, T w^as taken prisoner, .and carried to the 
poop hy the master-at-arms, where I was loaded 
with irons, and stajfied to the deck, on pretence that 
T was a spy on board, sind had conspired against 
the captain’s life. How ridieulous soever tins im- 
putation was, T did not fail to suffer by it all the 
rigour that could he shown to the worst of crimi- 
nals, being exposed in this misorahlc condition to 
the .scorching heat of the sun hy day, and the un- 
wholesome damps by night, during the space of 
twelve days, in which 1 was neither brought to 
trial, nor examined touching the probability of the 
charge. I had no sooner recovered the use of my 
reflection, which had been (piite overthrown hy this 
accident, than I sent for Thomson, w ho, after con- 
doling me on the occasion, hinted, that 1 owed this 
misfortune to the hatred of the doctor, who had 
given an information against me to the captain, in 
consequence of which 1 was arrested, and all my 
papers seized. While I was cursing my capricious 
fate, I saw IVIorgan ascend the poop, guarded hy 
two corporals, who made lum sit dowm hy me, that 
he might he pinioned in the same machine. Not- 
withstanding my situation, I could scarce refrain 
from laughing at the countenance of my fellow- 
prisoner, who, w ithout speaking one word, allowed 
his feet to he enclosed in the rings provided for that 
purpose; hut when they pretended to fasten him 
on his hack, he grew outrageous, and drawing a 
large couteau from his side-pockct, threatened to 
rip up the belly of the first man that should ap- 
proach him, in order to treat him in such an un- 
worthy manner. They were preparing to use him 
very roughly, when the lieutenant on the quarter- 
deck called up to them to let him remain as ho was. 
Jle then crept towairds me, and tjikirig me hy the 
hand, hade me “put my trust in (Jot;” and look- 
ing at Thomson, who sat hy us trembling, with a 
pale visage, told him, there were two more rings 
ibr his fetd, and he should he glad to find him in 
such good company. Rut it was not the intention 
of our .adversary to include the second mate in our 
fate ; him he excepted, to he Ins drudge in attend- 
ing the sick, and, if possible, Ijis evidence against 
us. With this view, he sounded him afar off, hut 
finding his integrity inoorrujitihle, harassed him 
so much out of spite, that, in a short time, this mild 
creature grew weary of his life. 

While I and m v fellow prisoner comforted each 
other in our tribulation, the admiral discovered 
four sail to leeward, and made signal for our ship 
and four more to chase ; hereupon every thing w'as 
cleared for an engagement ; and Maekshane fore- 
seeing ho sliould have occasion for more assistants 
than one, obtained Morgan’s liberty; while I was 
left in this deplorable posture to the chance of 
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battle. It was almost dark when we came up with 
the stemmost chase, whch we hailed, and inquired 
who they were : they gave us to understand they 
were Frenchmen of war; upon which Captain 
Oakum commanded them to send thoir boat on 
board of him ; but they refused, telling him, if he 
had any business with them, to come on hoard of 
their ship : he then threatened to pour in a broad- 
side upon them, which they promised to return. 
Both sides were as good as their word ; and the 
engagement began with great fury, ^'he reader 
may guess how I passed my time, lying in this 
helpless situation, amidst the terrors of a sea-fight ; 
expecting every moment to be cut asunder, or 
dashed in pieces by the enemy’s shot ! I endea- 
voured to compose myself as much as possible, by 
reflecting that 1 was not a whit more exposed than 
those wlio were stationed about me ; but when I 
beheld them employed without intermission in an- 
noying the foe, and encouraged by the society and 
behaviour of one another, I could easily perceive a 
wide dilference between their condition and mine : 
however, I concealed my agitation as well as I 
could, till the head of the officer of the marines, 
w'ho stood near me, being shot off, bounced from 
the deck athwart my face, leaving me well nigh 
blinded with brains. I could contain myself no 
longer, but began to bellow with all the strength of 
my lungs : when a drummer coming towards me, 
asked if I was wounded ? and before 1 could an- 
swer, received a great shot in his belly, which tore 
out his entrails, and he fell flat on my breast. 
This accident entirely bereft me of all discretion : 
T redoubled my cries, which were drowned in the 
noise of the battle ; and finding myself disregarded, 
lost all j)atience, and became frantic : 1 vented my 
rage in oaths and execrations, till my spirits being 
quite exhausted, I remained quiet and insensible 
of the load that oppressed me. The engagement 
lasted till broad day, when Captain Oakum, finding 
that he was like to gain neither honour nor ad- 
vantage by the affair, pretended to be undeceived 
by seeing their colours ; and hailing the ship with 
whom he had fought all night, protested he believed 
them Spaniards, and the guns being silenced on 
each side, ordered the barge to be hoisted out, and 
went on board the French commodore. Our loss 
ainounted to ten killed, and eighteen wounded, 
most part of whom afterwards died. IMy fellow- 
inates had no sooner despatched their business in 
the cockpit, than, full of friendly concern, they 
came to visit me. Morgan ascending first, and 
seeing luy face almost covered with brains and 
blood, concluded T w as no longer a man for this 
world ; and calling to 'J’homson with great emotion, 
bade him come uji, and take his last farewell of his 
comrade and countryman, wdio w'as posting to a 
Iietter place, where there were no Mackshanes 
nor Oakums to asperse and torment him. “No,” 
said he, taking me by the liand, “ you are going to 
a country where there is more respect shown to 
unfortunate shentlemen, and where you will have 
the satisfaction of peholding your adversaries toss- 
ing upon pillows of purniiig ])rimstone.” Thomson, 
alarmed at this apostrophe, made haste to the place 
where I lay, and sitting down by me, with tears in 
his eyes, inquired into the nature of my calamity. 
By this time I had recollected myself so far, as to 
be able to converse rationally with ray friends, 
whom, to their great satisfaction, I immediately un- 
deceived with regard to their apprcl|pnsion of my 


being mortally wounded. After I had got myself 
disengaged from the carnage in which 1 wallowed, 
and partaken of a refreshment which my friends 
brought along with them, we entered into discourse 
upon tlie hardships we sustained, and spoke very 
freely of the authors of our misery ; but our dis- 
course being overheard by the sentinel who guarded 
me, he was no sooner relieved, than he reported to 
the captain every syllable of our conversation, ac- 
cording to the orders he received. The effect of 
this information soon appeared in the amval of the 
m;ister-at-arms, who replaced Morgan in his former 
station; and gave the second mate a caution to 
keep a strict guard over his tongue, if he did not 
choose to accompany us in our confinement. 
Thomson, foreseeing that the whole slavery of at- 
tending the sick and w ounded, as wtH as the cruelty 
of Mackshane, must now fall upon his shoulders, 
grew desperate at the prospect, and, though I never 
heard him swear before, imprecated drea^ul curses 
on the heads of his opjiressors, declaring that he 
would rather quit life altogether, than be much 
longer under the power of such barbarians. I was 
not a little startled at his vivacity, and endeavoured 
to alleviate his complaints, by representing the 
subject of my own, with as much aggravation as it 
would bear, by which comparison he might see the 
balance of misfortune lay on my side, and take an 
example from me of fortitude and submission, till 
such time as we could jirocure redress, which, I 
hoped, w as not far off,‘considering, that we should 
probably be in a harbour in less than three days, 
where we should have an opportunity of preferring 
our complaints to the admiral. Tlie Welshman 
joined in my remonstrance, and was at great pains 
to demonstrate, that it was every man’s duty, as 
well as interest, to resign himself to the divine will, 
and look upon himself as a sentinel upon duty, who 
is by no means at liberty to leave his post before 
he is relieved. Thomson listened attentively to 
what we said, and at last, shedding a flood of tears, 
shook his head, and left us without making any 
reply. About eleven at night he came to see us 
again, with a settled gloom on his countenance, and 
gave us to understand, that he had undergone ex- 
cessive toil since he saw us, and in recompense had 
been grossly abused by the doctor, who taxed him 
with being confederate with us, in a design of 
taking aw ay his lil’e, and that of the captain. After 
some time spent in mutual exhortation, he got up, 
and squeezing me by the hand, with an uneomnum 
fervour, cried, “ God bless you both and left us 
to wonder at his singular manner of parting with 
us, which did not fail to make a deep impression 
on ns. 

Next morning, when the hour of visitation came 
round, this unhappy young man w^as missing, and, 
after strict search, supposed to have gone overhoai’d 
in the night ; and tliis was certainl) the case. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

We lament the Fate of our Companion — The Captain offers 
Morgan his Lilicrty, which he refuses to accept — We are 
brought before liim, and examined — Morgan is sent back 
into Custody, whither also 1 am remanded, after a curious 
Trial. 

The news of this event affected my fellow-pnaoner 
and me extremely, as our unfortunate companion 
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had justly acquired, by his amiable disposition, the 
love and esteem of us both ; and the more vve re- 
gretted his untimely fate, the greater horror we 
conceived for the villain who was undoubtedly the 
occasion of it. This abandoned miscreant did not 
discover the least symj)tom of concern for Thom- 
son’s death, although he must have been conscious 
to himself of having driven him by ill usage to 
that fatal resolution ; but desired the captain to set 
Morgan at liberty again, to look after the patients. 
Accordingly, one of the corporals w'as sent up to 
unfetter him ; but he protested he would not be re- 
leased until he should know for what he was con- 
fined ; nor would he be a tennis-ball, nor a shuttle- 
cock, nor a drudge, nor a scullion, to any captain 
under the sun. Oakum, finding him obstinate, and 
fearing it would not be in his power to exercise his 
tyranny much longer with impunity, w’as willing 
to show some appearance of justice, and therefore 
ordered us both to be brought before him on tlw; 
quarter-deck, w'herc he sat in state, with his clerk 
on one side, and his counsellor Mackshane on the 
other. Wlien we approached, he honoured us with 
this salutation : “ So, gentlemen, d — n my blood ! 
many a captain in the navy would have ordered 
you both to be tucked up to the yard’s arm, without 
either judge or jury, for the crimes you have been 
guilty of; but, d — n iny blood! I have too much 
good nature, in allowing such dogs as you to make 
your defence.” “ ('aptain ( )akum,” said iny fellow- 
sufferer, “certainly it is in your power (Got help 
the while) to tuck us all up at your will, and desire, 
and pleasures. And jierhaps it would be jjetter for 
some of us to be tucked up, than undergo the 
miseries to which w'e have been exposed. So may 
the farmer hang his kids for his diversion, and 
amusement, and mirth ; but there is such a thing 
as justice, if not upon earth, surely in heaven, that 
will punish with fire and primstoue all those who 
take away the lives of innocent people out of w’an- 
tonness and parparity, look you. In the mean 
time, 1 shall be glad to know the crimes laid to 
my charge, and see the person who accuses me.” 
“ That you shall,” said the cajUain ; “ here, doctor, 
what have you to say ?” Mackshane stepping for- 
ward, hemmed a good while, in order to clear his 
throat, and, before he began, Morgan accosted him 
thus ; “ Doctor Mackshane, look in my face — look 
in the face of an honest man, who abhors a false 
witness as he abhors the tevil, and Got be judge 
between you and me.” The doctor, not minding 
this conjuration, made the following speech, as near 
as 1 can remember : “ I’ll tell you what, Mr. Mor- 
gan, to be sure what you say is just, in regard to 
an honest man, and if so be it apj)ears as how you 
are an honest man, then it is my opinion that you 
d(^serve to be acquitted, in relation to that there 
affair ; for 1 tell you what, (Captain Oakum is re- 
solved for to do every body justice. As for my own 
part, all that 1 have to allege is, that I have been 
informed you have spoken disrespectful words 
against your captain, who, to be sure, is the most 
honourable and generous commander in the king’s 
6(!rvice, without disparagement or exception of 
man, woman, or child.” Having uttered this ele- 
gant harangue, on which he seemed to plume him- 
self, Morgan replied, “I do partly guess, and 
conceive, and understand your meaning, which I 
wish could be more explicit; but, however, I do 
suppose I am not to be condemned upon bare hear- 
sav ; or if 1 am convicted of speaking disrespect- 


fully of Captain Oakum, I hope there is no treason 
in my words.” “ But there’s mutiny, by G — d, and 
that’s death by the articles of war,” cried Oakum. 
“ In the mean time, let the witnesses be called.” 
Hereupon Mackshane’s servant appeared, and the 
boy of our mess, whom they had seduced and tu- 
tored for the purpose. The first declared that 
Morgan, as he descended the cockpit ladder one 
day, cursed the captain, and called him a savage 
beast, saying, he ought to be hunted dow n as an 
enemy to mankind. “ 'i'his,” said the clerk, “ is a 
strong jiresumption of a design formed against the 
captain’s life. For why ? It presupposes malice 
aforethought, and a criminal intention « priori'* 
“ Right,” said the captain to this miserable grub, 
who had been an attorney’s boy, “ you shall have 
law enough ; here’s Cook and Littlejohn for it.” 
This evidence w'as confirmed by the boy, who 
affirmed, he heard the first mate say that the captain 
had no more bow els than a bear, and the surgeon 
had no more brains than an ass. Then the senti- 
nel, who heard our discourse on the poo]), was 
examined, and informed the court that the Welsh- 
man assured me. Captain Oakum and Doctor 
Mackshane would toss upon billows of burning 
brimstone in hell for their barbarity. The clerk 
observed, that there was an evident prejudication, 
which confirmed the former suspicion of a con- 
spiracy against the life of (’a]>tain ( lakiiin ; for, 
because, how could Morgan so positively pronounce 
that the captain and surgeon would be d— d, unless 
he had an intention to make aw'ay with them be- 
fore they could have time to repent ? I'his sage 
explanation had great weight with our noble com- 
mander, who exclaimed, “ What have you to say 
to this, Tafi'y ? you seem to be taken all aback, bro- 
ther, ha !” Morgan was too much of a gentleman 
to disowm the text, although he absolutely denied 
the truth of the comment. Upon w hich the captain, 
strutting up to him, w ith a ferocious countenance, 
said, “ So, Mr. vSon of a b — h, you confess you 
honoured me with the names of bear and beast, 

and pronounced my d tion ? D — n my heart ! 

I have a good mind to have you brought to a 
court-martial, and hanged, you dog.” Here Mack- 
shane, having occasion for an assistant, interposed, 
and begged the captain to pardon Mr. Morgan, with 
his w'onted goodness, ujurn condition that he, the 
delinquent, should make such submission as the 
nature of the inisdeTueanour demanded. Upon 
which the Cambro-Briton, who on this occasion 
would have made no sui)mission to the Great 
Mogul, surrounded with his guards, thanked the 
doctor for his mediation, and acknowiedg(*d himself 
in the wrong for calling the image of God a p(‘ast; 
“ But,” said he, “ I spoke by metaphor, and para- 
ble, and comparison, and tyj)cs ; as we signify 
meekness by a lamb, lechery by a goat, and crafti- 
ness by a fox, so we liken ignorance to an ass, and 
brutality to a bear, and fury to a tiger ; therefore 
I made use of these similes to express my senti- 
ment.s, look you, and what 1 said before Got, 1 will 
not unsay before man or peast neither.” Oakum 
was so provoked at this insolence, as he termed it, 
that he ordered him forthwith to be carried to the 
place of his confinement, and his clerk to proceed 
on the examination of me. The first question put 
to me was touching the place of my nativity, which 
I declared to be the north of Scotland. “ ^’ho north 
of Ireland, more like,” cried the captain; “but we 
shall bring up presently.” He then asked what 



liODEUJCK RANDOM. 


roligioii T i)rofe.ssed ; and when I answered, “U'lie 
J V)testant,” swon* J was as arrant a Ilornau as ever 
went to mass. “ Come, come, clerk,” continued 
he, “ catecliise him a little on this subject.” But 
before ( relate the partienlars of the clerk’s in- 
(juiries, it will not he amiss to inform the reader 
that onr commander himself was an Hibernian, 
and, if not shrewdly belied, a Homan Catholic to 
hoot. “You say you are a TroU'stant,” said the 
clerk ; “ make the sign of the cross with your | 
lingers — so; and swear upon it to that affirmation.” 
VViien 1 was about to perform this ceremoii}^ the 
captain cried, with some entotion, “ No, no, d — me! 
J'll have no profanation, neither. But go on with 
your interrogations.” “ Well, then,” proceeded my 
examiner, “ how many sacraments are there.” To 
which I replied, “ IVo.” “ What are they ?” said 
he. 1 answered, “ Bajitism and the Lord’s Supper.” 
“And so you would explode confirmation and 
marriage altogether?” said Oakum; “J thought 
this fellow was a rank Homan.” Th<‘ clerk, though 
he Avas bred under an atloriu'v, could not refrain 
from blushing at this blunder, which he endea- 
ourcd to conceal, by obser^ ing, that these decoys j 
would not do with me, w ho seemed to be an old 
olfender. He went on with asking, if 1 believed in 
transuhstantiatiou ; but I treated tlie notion of a 
real ]>resene(‘ w'itli such disrespect, that his patron 
was scandalized at my im])ietv, and commanded 
him to proceed to the jilot. M luTeupon this mise- j 
rable jiettifogger told me, there was great reason ! 
tosiisjieet me ol‘ lieing a spy on board ; and that I ' 
had entered into a eons])iiaey nith Thomson, and j 
others not yet det(‘ct('d, against tlie life of ('aptaiii 
Oakum: vhich accusation they pretended to sup- 
port by the evidence ol‘ onr bov, nho declared, he 
had often heard tlu* deceased Thomson and me 
whispering together, and could <listinguish the 
words “ Oakum, rascal, [loison, pistol.” By which 
expressions it appeari-d we did intend to use si- 
nister means to accomplish his destruction ; that 
tlie death of d’honison seenu*d to confirm this con- 
jecture ; who, either feeling the stings of remorse, 
for being engaged in such a horrid confederacy , or 
fearing a disuuci’y, li\ winch lie must ha\c in- 
fallibly snilerctl an igiioniinions death, had ]>ut a 
fat:il period to his ow ji existence. But wliat esta- 
blisiied the truth of the whole was a book in 
ciphers, foinul among my pajiers, wliich <*xaetly 
tallied with one found in his eliest, after his disap- 
pearance. ’ll is, he ohser\ed, was a jiresumption 

very near proof jiositive, and would determine any 
jury in ('hristcndoin to find me guilty. Jn my own 
defence, 1 alleged that I had been dragged on board 
at first very much against my mclination, as I 
could jirove by the (*vidcncc of some jieojile now' in 
the ship, conseipiently' could have no design of be- 
coming spy at that time ; and ever since had been 
entirely out of the reach of any corresporideiiec 
that could justly entail that susjiieion upon me. As 
for conspiring against my captain’s life, it could not 
b(* sujiposed that any' man in his right wits w ould 
harbour the least thought of such an undertaking, 
whieli he could not possibly perform wdthout cer- 
tain infamy and ruin to himself, even if he had all 
the inclination in the w'orld. That, allowing tlie 
boy’s evidence to be true (w hieli 1 affirmed W'as 
false and malicious), nothing conclusive could be 
gathered from a few incoherent words. Neither 
was the fate of Mr. Thomson a eireumstanee more 
(lurable for the charge ; for I ha4 in my pocket 


j a letter which too well explained that mystery, in 
a very different manner from that which was sup- 
posed. VV^ith these words 1 produced the folic wing 
letter, which Jack Hattlin brought to me the very 
day after Thomson disappeared ; and told me it 
was conmiilted to his care by the deceased, who 
made him promise not to deliver it sooner. The 
clerk, taking it out of my hand, read aloud the con- 
tents, which were these : 

“ Di AH Friknu, — I am so miioh oppressed with the fa- 
lipue 1 daily anil nightly undergo, and the barbarous usage 
ot Doetor MackNliaiie, who is bent on your destriict oti, as 
well as mine, that 1 am resolved to free myself from this 
misetable life, and before yon receive this, shall be no more. 

1 could have wished to die in your good opinion, which I am 
afraid I shall forfeit by the last act of my life; but if you 
cannot acquit me, I know you will at least preserve some 
regard for the memory of an unfortunate young man who 
loved you I rerommend it to you to beware of Mackshane, 
whose revenge is implacalile. I wish all prosperity to you 
and Mr. Morgan, to whom pray offer my last respects, and 
beg to be remenibercd as your unhappy friL-nd and country- 
man, “William Thomsok.” 

I'his letter w'us uo sooner read, than Macksnanc, 
in a transport of rage, siuitehed it out of the clerk’s 
hands, and tore it into a thousand pieces, saying, it 
was a villa nons forgery, contrived and executed by 
myself. 'J'lie captain ami clerk declared themselves 
of the same opinion, although 1 insisted on having 
the remains of it compared with other writings ot 
'rhomson, which th(*y had in their possession; and 
1 was ordered to answer the last article of my ae- 
eusalion. namely, the book of ciphers found among 
my pajHTs. “ 'I’hat is easily done,” said I ; “what 
you are pleased to call cijihers, are no other than 
the (In eh ehauieters, in which, for my amusement. 
I kept a di.iVN of cNery thing remarkable that has 
oi'curied to niy obserAation, since the beginning of 
the A oy age till the day on Avbich 1 was put in irons; 
and the same method Avas pnietised by !Mr. Tlioui- 
son, who copied mine.” “A very likely story I” 
ciied ISlaekshane, “wliat occasion was there for 
using Clreek characters, if aou wen* not afraid of 
discovering Avhat aou had A\rote? But Ay hat d\e 
talk of (Ireek ehai actors? D'ye think I am so ig- 
norant of the (dreek language, as not to disliiigiiish 
its letters from these, y\ hieli aiv’iio more (in*ek than 
(’Innese ? No, no, 1 A\ill not giAc np my knoAy ledge 
of tlie (Ireek for you, nor none that cAcr came 
from A our country .” So sa y ing, Avitli an unparalleh d 
eftrontei'A, he repeated some gibberish, an hieli by 
the sound seenu*d to be Irish, and made it jiass for 
Hrei'k ANith the captain, an ho, looking at me Avith a 
eoiitemptuous sneer, exclaimed, “ All 1 all ! have you 
caught a tartar?” 1 could not ]ielj> smiling at the 
consummate assurance of this Ilibt'riiiaii, and offered 
to refer the dispute to any bod} on boaid an ho un- 
derstood the (ireek alphaliet. t pon whieh Klorgran 
Avas brouglit back, and being made acquainted Avith 
the affair, took the book and read a whole page in 
Knglish w itlioiit hesitation, deciding the controversy 
ill my favour. The doetor an as so tar from being out 
of coimtcnaiiee at this detection, that he affirmed 
Morgan Avas in the secret, and repeated from his 
own invention. Oakum said, “Ay, ay, I see they 
are both in a story and dismissed my fellow-mate 
to his cock-loft, although I proposed that he and 1 
should read and translate separately, any chapter 
or verse in the Greek Testament in his possession, 
by Avhieh it would appear Avhether we or the surgeon 
spoke truth. Not being endued with elotpience 
enough to conviuce the captain that there could he 
no juggle nor confederacA in this expedient, 1 begged 
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to be examined by some unconcerned person on 
board, who understood (3 reck. Accordingly the 
whole ship’s company, officers and all, were called 
upon deck, among whom it was i»rocl:iiTned, that if* 
any of them could speak Greek, he or they so 
qualified should ascend the quarter-deck innne- 
diately. After some pause, two fore-mast men came 
up, and professed their skill in that langiiag(‘, whicli, 
they said, they ac(iuired during several voyages to 
the Levant, among the Greeks of the J\lorea. The 
captain exulted much in this declaration, and put 
my journal-book into the hands of one of thtmi, 
who candidly owned he could neither read nor 
write : the other acknowledged the same degree of 
ignorance, but pretended to speak the Creek lingo 
with any man on board ; and addressing himself to 
me, j)ronounced some sentences of a barbarous 
corrupted language, which T did not understand. 

1 asserted, that the modern (3 reek uas as different 
from that spoke and written by the ancients, as the 
English used now from the old Saxon spoke in the 
time of llengist; and as I had only learned the 
true original tongue, in which Homer, Pindar, the 
Evangelists, and other great men of antiquity wrote, 
it could not be supposed that 1 should know anv 
thing of an imperfect Gothic dialect that rose on 
the ruins of the former, and scarce retained any 
traces of the old expression. Hut if Doctor iMaek- 
shane, who pretended to be master of the (Jreek 
language, could maintain a conversation with these i 
seamen, I would retract what 1 had said, and be 
content to suffer any punishmofit he should think 
proper to inflict. I had no sooner uttered these 
words, than the surgeon, knowing one of these fel- 
lows to be his countryman, accosted him in Irish, 
and was answered in the same brogue ; then a dia- 
logue ensued between them, which they affirmed to 
be in Greek, after having secured the secresy of 
the other tar, who had his cue in the language of 
the Morea from his companion, before they could 
venture to assert such an intrepid falsehood. “ 1 
thought,” said Oakum, “we should discover the 
imposture at last. Let the ra.scal be carried back 
to his confinement. I find he must dangle.” Having 
nothing further to urge in my own behalf, before a 
court so prejudiced with spite, and fortified with 
ignorance against truth, I suffered m\self to he re- 
conducted peaceably to my fellow-prisoner, who 
nearing the particulars of my trial, lifted up Jiis 
hands and eyes to heaven, and uttered a dreadful 
groan ; and not daring to disburden his thoughts to 
me by speech, lest be might be overheard by the 
sentinel, hurst forth into a VVelsli song, whieh he 
accompanied with a thousand contortions of lace, 
and violent gestures of body. 


CHAPTER XXXT. 

1 Jiacover a Subonluiation against inc, bv moans of a Quarrel 
between two of the Evkloncoi., in con.sequenoo of which 
1 am set at Libcity, and prevail upon Al organ to accept of 
his Freedom ou tlie same TeniiH—Mackbliane’s Malice 
— We arrive at Jamaica, from whence, in a short Time, we 
beat uj) to Hispaniola, in conjunetion w ith tlie West India 
Squadron — Wc take in Water, sail agMin. and aiiive at 
raithageua - Ileflcclionh on our (!onduet th«ie 

MkA-NWhile, a qunrrel happened between the two 
modern Greeks, the one, to ho revenged of the 
other, came and discolored to us the mvsterv of 


Mackshane’s dialogue, as I have explained it ahove^ 
This detection coming to the ears of the doctor, 
who was sensible that, now we were in sight of 
Jamaica, we should have an opportunity of clearing 
ourselves before a court-niaitiul, and, at the same 
time, of making his malice and ignorance con- 
spicuous, he interceded for us with the captain so 
effectually, that, in a few hours, we were set at li- 
berty, and ordered to return to our duty. 7'his was 
a happy event for me, my w hole body being blistered 
by the sun, and my limbs benumbed by want of 
motion. Hut I could scarce persuade the ^^’elsh- 
mnn to aceejit of this indulgence, he persisting in 
his obstinacy to remain in irons until lie should he 
discharged by a eoui*t-martial, whieh he believed 
would also do him ju.stiee on his enemies. At length 
1 represented to him the ])recarioiis issue of a trial, 
the power and interest of his adversaries, and flat- 
tered liis revenge with the hope of wreaking his 
resentment with his own hands upon JMaelvsIiane 
after our retuin to England. This last argument 
had more weight with him than all the rest, and 
prevailed upon him to repair w ith me to the (‘oek- 
])it, w hicli 1 no sooner entered than tin* idea of iny 
depart(‘d friend pre.sented itselfto iny rememhranee, 
and filled my evesv ith tears. We discharged from 
our mess the boy who acted so iierfidiouslj-, not- 
withstanding his tears, entreaties, and prolessions 
of penitence for what he had done ; but not before 
he had confessed ihat tlie surgeon had bribed liiii 
to give evidence against us, with a ptiir of stockings, 
and a couple of md cheek shirts, of which his ser- 
vant had siriee jilimdered him. 

The keys of our chests and lockers hting sent to 
us by the doctor, we detained tlu' iriess(*nger until 
we had examined the contents ; and my fellow-mate 
finding all his (’heslure ehee.se eonsunied to a enist, 
his brandy exhausli'd, and his onions gone, was 
seized with a fit of eholer, whieh he discharged 
on .Muekshane's man in oaths and exeerulions, 
threatening to prosecute him as a thief. The fellow 
swoie ill his turn, that he never had tin* kejs in his 
posses.sion till that time, when he recei\ed them 
from his ma.ster, with orders to deliver them to us 
“A.s (iot is my judge,” cried Morgan, “and my 
.saltation, and my witness, whosoever has pilfered 
my jirovisions, is a lousy, ])eggariy, rascally knave ! 
and by the soul of my grandsire ! T will impeach, 
and accuse, and iiidiet him of a roppery, if 1 did 
hut know who he is.” — Had this misfortune haj)- 
peried at sea, where we could not repair tin* lo.ss, in 
all probability this descendant of Caraetaeus would 
have lost his wits entirely; hut, when I observed 
how easy it would be to remedy this jialtry mis- 
ehaiiee, he bcccUie more calm, and reconciled 
himself to the occasion. A little while after this 
transport, the surgeon came into the berth, under 
pretence of taking soinething out of the medicine 
chest, and wfith a smiling asjieet, wi.slied us joy of 
our deliverance, which, he said, he had been at 
great jiaiiis to ohUiin ol' the ca[)taiii, avIio was very 
jiLstly incemsed at our behaviour; hut he (the doctor) 
had passed his word for our future conduct, and he 
hoped we should give liim no cause to repent of his 
kiiidiK%s. He ex|jeeted, no doubt, an aekiiowdedg- 
inent from us for this pretendi'd jiieee of .service, as 
well as a general amnesty of what was past ; but he 
had to do w ith people wiio w'ere not quiU so apt to 
forgive injuries as he imagimd, or to forget, that, 
if our deliverance was owing to his mediation, our 
calamity wa.s occasioned h} liis malice. 1 therefow 
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Rat silent, "while my companion answered, * Ay, ay, 
*tis no matter. Got knows the heart — there is a 
time for all things, as the wise man saith, there is 
a time for throwing away stones, and a time to 
gather, them up again.” Tie seemed to he dis* 
concerted at this reply, and went away in a pet, 
muttering something about “ ingratitude ” and 
“ fellows,” of which we did not think fit to take 
any notice. 

Our fleet having joined another that waited for 
us, lay at anchor about a month in the harbour at 
Port Royal in Jamaica, during which time some- 
thing of consequence was certainly transacted ; 
notwithstanding the insinuations of some who 
aflinned we had no business at all in that place; 
that, in order to take the advantage of the season 
proper for our enterprise, the W est India scpiadron, 
which had previous notice of our coming, ought to 
have joined us at the west end of Hispaniola, with 
necessary stores and refreshments, from w hence we 
could have sailed directly for ('arthagena, before 
the enemy could put themselves in a good j)osture 
of defence, or, indeed, have an inkling of our 
design. Re this as it w ill, we sailed from Jamaica, 
and, in ten days or a fortnight, beat irp against the 
wind as far as the Isle of Y ache, with an intention, 
as was said, to attack the Ereneli fleet, then supposed 
to be lying near that place; hut, before we arrived, 
they had sailed for Europe, bavin jj first despatched 
an advice-boat to (\irthugcna, with tm account of 
our being in those seas, as also of our strength and 
destination. We loitered here some da>s longer, 
taking in W'ood, and brackish water, in the use 
whereof, however, our admiral seemed to consult 
the health of the men, by restricting eacii to a 
([luirt a day. At length Ave set sail, and arrived in 
a hay to the windward of Carthagena, where we 
came to an anchor, and lay at our ease ten days 
longer. Here again certain malicious ]»eo])le took 
occasion to blame the conduct of their siqieriors, 
by saying, that in so doing, they not v-nly un 
jirofitably wasted time, which was \ery precious, 
considering the jqijiroaeh <>!' th<* rain) season, hut 
also allowed the Spaniards to recollect ihemsehes 
from the terror occasioned by the apjiroaeh of an 
English fleet, at least three timi's as numerous as , 
ever appeared in that part of the world before. 
Hut, if 1 might be allowx*d to give my opinion of the 
matter, I would ascribe this delay to the generosity 
of our chiefs, Avho scorned to take any advantage 
that fortune miglit give them, even over an enemy. 
At last, however, we weighed, and anchored again 
somewhat nearer the harbour’s moutli, where we 
made shift to land our marines, w'ho encamped on 
the beach in despite of the enemy’s shot, which 
knocked a good many of them on tlie head. This 
piece of conduct, in choosing a camp under the 
walls of an enemy’s fortification, which, I believe, 
never happened before, was practised, 1 presume, 
with a view of accustoming the soldiers to stand 
fire, who were not as yet much used to discipline, 
most of them having been taken from the plough- 
tail a few months before. This exiiedicnt again has 
furnished matters for censure against the ministry, 
for sending a few raw recruits on such an important 
enterprise, while so many veteran regiments lay 
inactive at home. But surely our governors had 
their reasons for so doing, w'hich iiossibl) may he 
disclosed with other secrets of tlie deep. Jk‘rhaps 
they were loth to risk their best troops on such 
desperate service ; or the colonel and fieUl officers 


of the old corps, wdio, generally speaking, enjoyed 
their commissions as sinecures or pensions, for 
some domestic services tendered to the court, refused 
to embark in such a dangerous and precarious 
undertaking; for which refusal, no doubt, they 
are much to be commended. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

Our Land Forces being disembarked, erect a Fascine Bat- 
tery — Our Ship 18 ordered, with four more, to batter the 
Fort of Boca Chica — Mackshane’s Cowardice — The Chap- 
Irtiu’s frenzy — Honest llattlin loses one Hand — His He- 
roism, and leflections on the Battle — Cramplcy’s behaviour 
to me during the heat of the Fight. 

Our forces, being landed and stationed as I have 
already mentioned, set about erecting a fascine 
battery to cannonade the principal fort of the 
enemy, and in something more than three weeks, 
it was ready to open. J’hat we might do the 
Spaniards as much honour as possible, it was de- 
termined, in a council of war, that five of our 
largest sliips should attack the fort on one side, 
w'hile the battery, streiigfhened by two mortars and 
twenty-four cohorns, should ply it on the other. 

Accordingly the signal for our ship to engage, 
among others, was hoisted, we being advertised the 
night before to make every thing clear for that 
purpose ; and in so doing, a difterence hajipencd 
between (’aptain Oakum and his w'cll-helovcd 
cousin and counsellor ^laeksliane, which had w'cll 
nigh terminated in an open rupture. Th(‘ doctor, 
W'ho liad imagined there was no more danger of 
being hurt b) the enemy's shot in the cockpit than 
in the centre of the earth, A^as lately informed that a 
surgeon’s mate had been killed in that part of the 
ship, by a eannon-ball from two small redoubts 
that were destroyed before the disembarkation of 
our soldiers ; and therefore insisted upon having a 
platform raised for tlie coin enience of the sick and 
avouikIimI in the after-hold, where he deemed him- 
self more secure than on the deck above. The 
cajitain. ofteiuied at this extraordinary proposal, 
accused him of pusillanimity, and told him there 
Avas no room in tlie hold for such an occasion ; or, 
if there Avas, he could not expect to be indulged 
more than the rest of the surgeons of the nav'y, 
Avho used the cockpit for that purpose. Fear 
rendering Mackshane obstinate, he persisted in his 
demand, and show ed his instructions, by which it 
w'as authorized, 'fhe captain swore these instruc- 
tions w ere dictated by a parcel of lazy poltroons 
who Avere never at sea ; iiOAertbeless, htf was 
obliged to comply, and sent for the caiq^enter to 
give him orders about it : but, before any such 
measure could be taken, our signal was tbrow'n 
out, and the doctor compelled to trust his carcase 
in the cockpit, w here Morgan and 1 Ave^ busy in 
putting our instruments and dressings in order. 

Our ship, with others destined tor this service, 
imuiodiatcly Aveighed, and, in less than half an 
hour, came to an anchor before the castle of Boca 
Chica, w'ith a spring upon our cable; and the 
cannonading (wliicli, indeed, was terrible!) began. 
I’he surgeon, after having crossed himself, fell flat 
I on the deck ; and the ehaplaiii and purser, who 
' Avere stationed Avith us in quality of assistants, fol- 
lowed his example, w'hile the Welshman and 1 sat 
upon a eliest l(X)king at one another with gi’eat 
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discomposure, scarce able to refrain from the like 
prostration. And, that the reader may know it 
was not a common occasion that alanned us thus, 
I must inform him of the particulars of this 
dreadful din that astounded us. The fire of tlie 
Spaniards proceeded from eip:hty-f<)ur great guns, 
beside a mortar and small arms, in Boca Chiea, 
thirty *six in Fort St. Joseph, tM-enty in twofaseine 
batteries, and four men-of- war, mounting sixty -four 
guns each. This was answered by our land bat- 
tery, mounted with twenty-one eannon, two mor- 
tars, and twenty-four cohorns, and five great ships 
of eighty or seventy guns, that fired without inter- 
mission. We had not been many minutes engaged, 
when one of the sailors brought another on his 
back to the cockpit, where he tossed him down like 
a hag of oats, and pulling out liis pouch, put a 
large chew of tobacco in his mouth, without speak- 
ing a word. ]\1 organ immediately examined the 
condition of the wounded man, and eried out, “ As 
I shall answer now, the man is as toad as my gi*eat 
grandfather.” — “ Dead,” said his comrade, “ he 
may he dead now, for aught 1 know, hut I’ll be 
d“-^ if he was not alive when I took him up.” — 
So saying, he was about to return to his quarters, 
when I hade him tarry the body along wdth him, 
and throw it overboard. — “ D — n thclmdy!” said 
he, “ I think ’tis fair enough if 1 take care of my 
own.” My fellow-mate snatching up the anijiuta- 
tion knife, pursued him half w^xy up the cockpit 
ladder, crying, “ You lousy rascal, is this the 
churchyard, or the eharnel-hoiise, or the scjiulchre, 
or the Golgotha of the ship ?” but was sloj»i>ed in 
his career by one calling, “ 'i'o ho, avast there — 
scaldings.” “ Scaldings !” answered Morgan, “ Got 
knows, ’tis hot enough, indeed ; who are you ?” 
“ Here’s one,” replied the voice. And I imme- 
diately knew it to he tliat of my honest friend, Jack 
Rattlin, who, coming towards me, told me, with 
great deliberation, he was eonie to be docked at 
last, and discovered the remains of one hand which 
had been shattered to pieces w’ith a grape shot. 1 
lamented with unfeigned sorrow' his misfortune, 
which he bore with heroic courage, observing, that 
every shot liad its eonimission. It wuis w'(‘ll it did 
not take him in the head ; or, if it had, what tlnui ? 
he should have died bravely, fighting for his king 
and country : death was a debt which every man 
owed, and must pay ; and that now was as w'ell as 
another lime. I was much pleased and edified with 
the maxims of this sea philosopher, who endured 
the amputation of his left liand w ithout shrinking ; 
the operation being j)erforuied, at his reque.st, by 
me, after Mackshane, w ho was with dllliculty pre- 
vailc4 to lift his head from tlie deck, had declared 
there was a necessity for his losing the limb. 
While I was emjdoyed in dressing the stiunp, I 
asked Jack’s opinion of the battle, who, shaking 
his head, frankly told me, he believed we should 
do no good ; “ For why ? because instead of 
dropping anchor close under shore, where we 
should have had to deal with one corner of Boea 
Chica only, we had opened the harbour, and ex- 
posed ourselves to the whole fire of the enemy from 
their ship])ing and Fort St. Joseph, as well as iVoin 
the castle w'c intended to cannonade ; that, besides, 
we lay at too great a distance to damage the w'ulls, 
and three parts in four of our shot did not take 
pi'ua*; for there was scarce any body on board 
who understood the pointing of a gun. Ah ! God 
help us!” continued he. “ if your kinsman Lieute- 


! nant Bowding had been here, we should have had 
other guess work.” 

By this time our patients had increased to such 
a number, that we did not know which to begin 
with ; and the first mate plainly told the surgeon, 
that, if he did not get up immediately, and jierlbrm 
his dut}, he would complain of his behaviour to 
the admiral, and make application for his warrant. 
This remonstrance effectually roused IVIaekshane, 
who was never deaf to an argument in w hieh he 
thought his interest was coneerned ; he tlnwefore 
rose up, and in order to strengthen his resolution, 
had recourse more than once to a case-bottle of 
rum, which he freely communicated to the chaplain 
and purser, wdio had as much need of such extra- 
ordinary inspiration as himself: being thus sup- 
ported, he went to work, and arms and legs were 
hewed down without mercy. The fumes of the 
liijuor mounting into the parson’s bruin, conspired, 
with his former agitation of spirits, to make him 
quite delirious ; he stripped himself to the skin, 
and besmearing his body with blood, could scarce 
be w'ithlield from running upon deck in that con- 
dition. Jack Rattlin, scandalized at this deport- 
ment, endeavoured to allay his transports with 
reason; but, finding all he said incftectual, and great 
confusion occasioned by his frolics, be knocked liim 
down with his rigid hand, and by threats kej>t him 
(juiet in that state of humiliation. But it was not 
ill the power of runi to elevate the juirser, w ho sat 
on the floor wringing his hands, and cursing the 
hour in w hich he left his jieaeeuble profession of a 
brewer in Kocb(‘ster, to engage in such a life of 
tiTror and disipiiet. While we divertid ourselves 
at the exjiense of this ])Of)r devil, a shot hapjiened 
to take us betw'een wind and water, and, its course 
being through the purser’s ston* room, made a ter- 
rible havoek and noise among the jars and bottles 
ill its way, and disconcerted iMaekshane so iniieli, 
that be dro[)))edbis scalpel, and, falling down on bis 
knees, pronounced Insjxiln'No.slcr aloud ; the ])urser 
fell backward, and lay without sense or motion; 
and the chaplain grew' so outrageous, that Kattlin 
with one hand could not ki‘ep him under ; so that 
we W'cre oliliged to confine him in the surgeon’s 
cabin, where he w'us no doubt guilty of a thousand 
extravagances. IVlucli about tills time, iny old ant- 
agonist (lainpley eanie dowui, with express orders, 
as he said, to tiring me up to the (juarter-deek, to 
dress a slight wound the eajilain had received by a 
splinter ; his reason for honouring me in particular 
with this piece of service, being, that, in ease I 
should he killed or disabled by the w'ay, my death 
or mutilation would be of less eonse(|ueiiee to the 
ship's company than that of the doctor or his first 
mate. At another time, perhaps, I might have dis- 
puted this order, to which I was not bound to pay 
the least regard ; but as 1 thought niy reputation 
depended upon my compliance, 1 was resolved to 
convince my rival that J was no more afraid than 
he of exjiosing myself to danger. With this view 
1 provided myself witli dressings, and followed him 
immediately to the quarter-deek, through a most 
infernal scene of slaugliter, fire, smoke, and uproar! 
(^aptain Oakum, who leaned against the mizen- 
iiiast, no sooner saw me approach m my shirt, with 
the sleeves tucked up to my arm-pits, and my hands 
dyed with blood, than he signified his displeasure by 
a frown, and asked why the doctor himself did not 
come ? 1 told him Crampley liad singled me out, as 
if by express command ; at wliich reply lie seemed 
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surprised, and threatened to punish the midshipman 
for his presumption after the engagement : in the 
mean time 1 was sent back to my station, and or- 
dered to t(‘ll Mackshane, that the captain expected 
him immediately. I got safe back, and delivered 
iny commission to the doctor, who flatly refused to 
quit the post assigned to him by his instructions ; 
whereupon Morgan, who, I believe, was jealous of 
ray reputation for courage, undertook the affair, 
and ascended with great intrepidity. The captain, 
finding the surgeon obstinate, suffered himself to 
be dressed, and swore he would confine Mackshane 
as soon as the service should be over. 


rilATTER XXXTTI. 

A Breach heing made ui the Walls, our Soldiers give the 
Assault, and take the Place without opposition — Our 
.Sailors at the same time become Masters of all the other 
Strengths near Boca Cliica, and take possession of the 
llai hour — The good conseqiieiiee of the Success — We move 
nearer the Town — hhiid two f’orts deserted, and the 
rhanncl blocked up with sunk Vessels ; which, however, 
w'e find mcdiis to clear — Land our Soldiers at La (nimta - 
Repulse a body of Militia- Attack the Castleof St. Lazar, 
and are forced to retreat with great loss -The remains ot 
our Array are re embarked — An effort of the Admiral to 
take the Town — The economy of our Expedition dcs( ribed 

Having cannonaded the fort during tlic space of 
four hours, we were all ordered to slip our cables, 
and sheer off; but next day the enpagement was 
renewed, and continued from tlie morning till the 
afternoon, wdien the eiii'in^’s fire from llocu (Miiea 
slackened, and towards evening was (pilte silenced. 
A breach being made on the other side, by our land 
battery, large enough to admit a middle-sized ba- 
boon, provided be could find means to climb up to 
it,— our general proposed to gixe the assault that 
very night, and actually ordered a detachment on 
that duty. Jh-ovidenci* stood our friend upon this 
occasion, and put it into the hearts of the Spaniards 
to abandon the fort, which might have been main- 
tained by resolute men till the day of judgment, 
against all the force we could exert in the attack : 
and while our soldiers took possession of the enemy’s 
ramparts without resistance, the same good luck 
attended a body of sailors, who made themselves 
masters of Tort St, Joseph, the fascine batteries, 
and one Sjianish man-of-war ; the other three 
being hiirnt or sunk by the foe, that they might 
not fall into our hands. Tin* taking of these forts, 
in the streiip^h of which the Spaniards chiefly 
confided, niadi* us masters of the outward harbour, 
and occasioned great joy among us ; as we laid our 
accounts with finding little or no opposition from 
the town : and, indeed, if a few gn-at ships had 
sailed up immediately, before they had recovered 
from the confusion and despair that our unexpected 
success had produced among tlunn, it is not im- 
possible that we might have finished the affair to 
our satisfaction, without any more bloodshed ; but 
this step our heroes disdained, as a barbarous insult 
over the enemy’s distress, and gave them all tlie 
respite they could desire, in order to recollect them- 
selves. In the mean time, Mackshane, taking the 
advantage of this general exultation, w'aited on 
our captain, and pleaded his cause so effectually, 
that he was re-established in his good graces ; and 
^ for Cranipley, there was no more notice taken of 
hi8 behaviour towards me during the action. Hut 


of all the consequences of the victory, none was 
more grateful than plenty of fresh water, after we 
had languished five weeks on the allowance of a 
purser’s quart per diem for each man, in the torrid 
zone, w here the sun was vertical, and the expense 
of bodily fluid so great, that a gallon of liijuor 
could scarce supjily the w^aste of twenty -four hours ; 
especially as our jirovision consisted of putrid salt 
beef, to which the sailors gave the name of Irish 
horse; salt jiork of New England, which, though 
neither fish nor flesh, savoured of boili ; bread from 
the same country, every biscuit whereof, like a jiiece 
of clock-work, moved by its own internal impulse, 
occasioned by the myriads of insects that dwelt 
wdthin it ; and butter served out by the gill, that 
tasted like train-oil thickened with salt. Instead 
of small beer, each man was allowed three half- 
quarterns of brandy or rum, wdiicli w'cre distributed 
every morning, diluted with a certain ijuantity of 
his water, without either sugar or fruit to render it 
palatable ; for which reason, this composition was, 
by the sailors, not unaptly styled Aecessihf. Nor 
was this limitation of simjde element owing to a 
scarcity of it on board, for there was at this time 
water enough in the ship for a voyage of six months, 
at till* rate of half a gallon per day to each man : 
but this fast must, 1 siqipose, have been enjoined by 
way of penance on the ship's eornpany for their 
sins ; or ratlu r with a view to mortify them into a 
eontempt of life, that they might thereby become 
more reMdute and regardless of danger. Hom' 
simple, tlitm, do those people argue, who ascrilie 
the mortality among us to our had provision and 
want of w ater ; and alfinn, that a great many 
valuable lives might have been saved, if the useless 
transports had been enqiloyed in fetching fresh 
.stock, turtle, fruit, and other i-efrcshments from 
Jamaica, and other adjacent islands, for the use of 
the army and fleet ! seeing, it is to be hoped, that 
those w'ho died went to a better place, and those 
who survived were the more easily maiutained. 
After all, a sufficient number remained to fall be- 
fore the walls of St. Lazar, where they behaved 
like their own country mastiffs, which shut their 
eyes, run into the jaws of a bear, and have their 
heads crushed for their valour. 

But to return to my narration. After having 
put garrisons into the forts we had taken, and re- 
embarked our soldiers and artillery, a j>iece of ser- 
vice that detained us more than a week, we » entured 
up to the mouth of the inner harbour, guarded by 
a large fortification on one side, and a small redoubt 
on tile other, both of which were deserted before 
our approach, and the entrance of tlu* harbour 
blocked up by several old galleons, and tw o men 
of war that the enemy had sunk in the channel. 

made shift, however, to open a passage for some 
ships, that favoured a second landing of our troops, 
at a place called La (Quinta, not far from the town, 
where, after a faint resistance from a body of Spa* 
niards who opposed their di.sembarkation, the/ 
encamped with a design of besieging the castle of 
St. Lazar, which overlooked and commanded the 
city. Whether our renowned general had nobody 
in his army wdio knew^ liow to approach it in form, 
or that he trusted entirely to the fame of his arras, 
1 shall not determine ; but, certain it is, a resolution 
w’a.s taken in a council of w^ar, to attack the place 
wdth musketry only. This was put in execution, 
and succeeded accordingly ; the enemy giving them 
such a hearty reception, that the greatest pail of 
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thi detachment took up their everlasting residence 
on the spot. Our chief, not relisliing this kind of 
complaisance in the Spaniards, was wise enough to 
retreat on hoard with the remains of his army, 
which, from eight thousand able men landed on the 
beach, near Boca Chica, was now reduced to fifteen 
hundred fit for service. The sick and wounded 
were squeezed into certain vessels, which thence 
obtained the name of hospital ships, though methinks 
they scarce deserved such a creditable title, seeing 
few of them could boast of their surgeon, nurse, or 
cook ; and the space between decks was so con- 
fined, that the miserable patients had not r^om to 
sit upright in their beds. Their wounus and stamps 
being neglected, contracted filth and putrefaction, 
and millions of maggots were hatched amidst the 
corruption of their sores. This inhuman disregard 
was imputed to the scarcity of surgeons ; though it 
is well known, that every great ship in the fleet 
could have spared one at least for this duty ; an ex- 
pedient which would have been more than sufficient 
to remove tliis shocking inconvenience. Jlut, jier- 
haps, the general was too much of a gentleman to 
ask a favour of this kind from his fellow chief, 
who, on the otlier hand, would not derogate so 
much from his own dignify, as to offer such assist- 
ance unasked ; for T may venture to affinn, that, 
by this time, the demon of J)iscord, with her sooty 
wings, had breathed her influence* upon our coun- 
sels ; and it might be said of tliese great men, (T 
hope they will pardon the comparison,) as of Ca?sar 
and Ponipey, the one could not brook a superior, 
and the other was impatient of an equal ; so that, 
between the pride of one, and insolence of another, 
the enterprise miscarried, according to the proverb, 
“ Between two stools, Ibe backside falls to the 
ground.” Not that I would be thought to liken any 
public concern to that opprobrious part of the liii- 
man body, though I might with truth assert, if I 
durst use such a vulgar idiom, that the nation did 
hang an a — se at its disappointment on this occa- 
sion ; neither would T presume to compare the 
capacity of oiir heroic leaders to any sueli wooden 
convenience as a joiid"Slof>b or a close-stool, but 
only to signify by this simile the mistake the peo- 
I)le committed in trusting to the union of two instru- 
ments that were never joined. 

A day or two after the attempt on St. Lazar, the 
admiral ordereiL one of the S])anish .,ien of war w(‘ 
had taken to be mounted with sixteen guns, and 
manned with de.taelimeiits from our great ships, 
in order to batter the town. Accordingly she was 
towed into the inner harbour in the night, and 
moored within half a mile of the walls, against 
which vshe began to fire at day-break ; and con- 
tinued about six hours exposed to the opposition of 
at least thirty pieces of eannon, M'hich at length 
obliged our men to set her on fire, and get off as 
well as they could in their boats. This piece of 
conduct afforded matter of speculation to all the 
wits either in the army or navy, who were at lust 
fain to acknowledge it was a stroke of policy above 
their comprehension. Some entertained such an 
irreverent opinion of the admiral’s understanding, 
as to think he expected the toM'ii would surrender 
to his floating battery of sixteen guns. Others ima- 
gined his sole intention was to try tlie enemy’s 
strength, by which he should be able to compute 
the number of great ships that would be necessary 
to force the town to a capitulation. But this last 
conjecture soon appeared groundless, inasmuch as 


no shi])s of any kind whatever were afterwards em- 
ployed on that service. A third sort swore. ;hat 
no other cause could he assigned for this under- 
taking, than that which induced Don Quixote to 
attack the windmill. A fourth class, and that the 
most numerous, though, without doubt, composed 
of the sanguine and malicious, plainly taxed thi* 
commander for want of honesty, as well as sense j 
and alleged, that he ought to have sacrificed pri- 
vate pique to the interest of his country ; that, 
where the lives of so many brave fellow-citizens 
were concerned, he ought to have concurred with 
the general, without being solicited, or even desired, 
towards their preservation and advantage ; that, if 
his arguments could not dissuade him from a des- 
perate enterprise, it was his duty to have rendered 
it as practicable as possible, without running ex- 
treme hazard ; tliat this could have been done, 
with a good prospect of success, by ordering five 
or six large ships lo batter tlie town, wliile the 
land forces stormed the castle ; by these means a 
considerable diversion would have been made in 
favour of those troops, who, in their march to the 
assault, and in their retreat, suffered much more 
from the town than from the castle ; that the inha- 
bitants, seeing themselves vigorously attacked on 
all hands, would have been divided, distracted, and 
confused, and, in all probabily, unable to resist the 
assailants. JUit all these suggestions surely pro- 
ceeded from ignorance and malevolence, or else 
the admiral would not have found it such an easy 
matter, at his return to England, to justify his con- 
duct to a ministry at once so upright and discern- 
ing. fl'nie it is, that those who undertook to 
vindicate him on the spot, asserted that there was 
not W'ater enough for our great ships near tlie tow ii ; 
though this was a little unfortunately urged, because 
there happened to be pilots in the fleet perfectly 
well acquainted with the soundings of the harbour, 
who affirmed there was water enough for five eighty- 
gun ships to lie abreast, almost up at the very walls. 
T’he disa]ipointments we suflered occasioned a uni- 
versal dejection, which was not at all alleviated by 
the objects that daily and hourly entertained our 
eyes, nor by the ])r()spect of what must have im*\i- 
tably happened, had wc remained much longer in 
this place. Such was the economy in some ships, 
that, rather than be at the trouble of interring the 
(lead, tli(‘ eommanders ord(*red their mim to tlirow 
their bodu'S overboard, many without either ballast 
or wdndiiig-sheet ; so that numbers of human car- 
casses floated in the harbour, until they w'cre de- 
voured by sharks and carrion crow s, which afforded 
no agreeable spectacle to those who survived. At 
the same time the wet season began, during which 
a deluge of rain falls from the rising to the setting 
of the sun, without intermission ; and that no sooner 
ceases, than it begins to thunder and lighten with 
such continual flushing, that one can sec lo read a 
very small print by the illumination. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 

An Epidemic Fever rapes among ns— We abandon our Con- 
que^ts— I am seized with the Distemper— Write a Petition 
lo the Captain, wiiich is rejected — 1 am in danger of Suflo- 
cation through the malice of Crampley ; and relieved by a 
Serjeant — My Fever increases — ^I'he Chaplain wants to Con- 
fess me — I obtain a favourable Crisis — Morgan’s affection 
for me proved— The behaviour of Mackshane and Cramp- 
Icy towards me— Captain Oakum is removed into anothor 
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Ship, vitli hih beloved Doctor— Our new Capt.iin described 
— An Adventure of Morjian. 

TriE clianp^e of tlu* atiiiosphert*, occasioned by this 
plu‘rioT!n‘TioTi, conspired, with the stench tliat siir- 
roiiTided ns, the heat oi* the climate, our own con- 
stitutions impoverished by bad itrovisions, and 
our despair, to introduce the bilious fever among 
us, whieh raged wdth siieh violenee, that three- 
fourths of those w hom it invaded died in a deplor- 
able manner ; the colour of their skin being, by the 
extreme putrefaction of the juices, ehaiigt‘d into 
that of soot. 

Our eonduclors, finding things in this situation, 
perceived it was high lime to relinquish our eon- 
(ju(‘sts ; and tliis we did, after leaving rendered their 
artillery useless, and blown u]> their walls witli 
pun])(>wder. .lust as we sailed from Jioca Cliiea 
1)11 our return to Jamaica, I found myself threat- 
ened witli the symptoms of this terrible distemper; 
and knowing very well that I stood no chance for 
my lile, if I should he obliged to lie in the eoekjiit, 
wiiieli by this time was grown intolerable, even to 
jieople in health, by reason of the heat and un- 
wdiolesome smell of decayed provision, J wrote a 
petition to the captain, representing my case, and 
innnhly imploring his ])ermission to lie among the 
soldiers in the middle deck, for the benefit of the 
air : but 1 might have spared myself the trouble ; 
lor this humane eommander refused my request, 
and ordered me toeontiuue in tlu* place allotted for 
the surgeon's mates, oi* else to be contented to he 
in the hospital, wdiich, by tin* by, was three degrees 
more offensive and more siiflbe.iting tlian onr own 
berth below'. Another in my condition, perhaps, 
would have suhinilted to his fate, and died in a 
pet; hut I could not brook tlie thoughts of perish- 
ing so ])llifnll\, after I had w'eathered so many gales 
of hard iortun<*. I therefore, without minding 
Oakum's injunetion, jirevuikd upon the soldiers, 
whose good w^ill I had ae<|iured, to admit my liam- 
mock among them, aad aetuallv eongratiilafed 
m\self upon my eomibrtahle situation; w hieli 
t'rempley no sooner understood, than he signified 
to the captain my eoiitempt'of liis orders, and was 
nivest(^d aaIiIi tin* })ower to turn me down again 
into my proper hahitalioii, 1’his barbarous piece 
of re\enge incensed me so niueli against the author, 
that 1 vov ed, with hitter imprecations, to <‘all him 
to a severe ae<‘oun1, if ever it slioiild he in my 
power; and (lie agitation ofuiv sjiints increased my 
fever to a \iolent degree. Wlille I lay gasping for 
breath in tliis infernal abode, 1 was visited by a 
serjeaut, the hones of whose nose 1 had reduced and 
set to rights, after they had been demolished by a 
splinter during our last engagement, lie being 
informed of my condition, offered me the use of liis 
berth in tlie middle deck, wJiieli w as enclosed w itli 
eativ ass, ami w ell aired by a port-liole that remained 
o])eu within it. I embraced this proposal w ith joy, 
and was imim'dlately condueted to the jihice, where 
1 was treated, w bile my illness lasted, wdtli tlie 
nlinosl tendi'rness and care by tliis grateful halher- 
dn*r, w ho liad no otliiT bed for himself than a lien- 
eoop, during th(‘ whole passage. Here I lay, and 
enjoyed the breeze; notwiflistanding which, my 
malady gained ground, and at length my life was 
des})aired of, t hough 1 never lost hopes of recovery, 
even when I had tlie mortification to see, from iny 
cabin w indow, six or seven thrown overboard every 
day, wlio died of the same distemper. This confi- 
dence, 1 am persuaded, conduced a great deal to the 
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preservation of my life, especially when joined to 
another resolution 1 took at the beginning, namely, 
to refuse all medicine, which 1 could not help think- 
‘iig coojierated with the disease, and, instead of re* 
iisting putrefaction, jiromoted a total degeneracy of 
the vital fluid. When my friend AI organ, therefore, 
brought his diaphoretic boluses, 1 put them in my 
mouth, ’tis true, hut without any intention of swal- 
lowing them ; and, w hen he w ent away, spit them 
out, and w ashed my mouth w ith water-gruel ; 1 
seemingly complied in tiiis manner, that J might 
not affront the blood of Caractacus, by a refusal 
which might have intimated a diffidence of liis phy- 
sical ea])aeity ; for he acted as my ])liysician, Eoo- 
tor Maekshane never once inquiring about me, or 
even knowing wliere L was. When ray distemper 
was at the height, Morgan thought my ease des- 
perate ; and, after having ajiplied a blister to the 
iiajie of mj' neck, squeezed luy hand, bidding me, 
with awoefiil countenance, recommend myself to Got 
and my Keteeincr ; then taking his leave, desired 
the chaplain to come and administer some spiritual 
consolation to me ; fmt before he arrived, I made 
shift to rid inysiJf of the troublesome application 
the Welshman had bestowed on my back. The 
parson having flJt my pulse, inquired into the 
nature of iiiy eomplaints, hemmed a little, and 
began thus : “ JSlr. Kandom, God out of his infinite 
mercy hath been pleased to visit you w ith a dreadful 
distemjier, the issue of whieh no man know\s. You 
ma> he permitted to recover, and live many days 
on the face of tlie eartli ; and, wfiich is more pro- 
bable, >011 maybe taken aw'ay and cut off in the 
flower of your youtli. It is ineiimhent on \ou, 
tlierefore, to prtqiaro f'or the great change, by re- 
penting sincerely of your sins ; of this there cannot 
be a greater sign, than an ingenuous confession, 
which I conjure }(m to make, without hesitation or 
mimtal reservation ; and when 1 am convinced of 
yonr siiieerit}, I will then give )ou such comfort 
as the situation of vour soul will admit of. With- 
out doufit, you have been guilty of numberless 
transgressions to w hieli youth is subject, as swear- 
ing, dninki'imcbs, wlioredoiii, and adultery; tell 
me, therefore, without reserve, the jiarticnlars of 
each, especially the last, that 1 may be acquainted 
w ith the true state of your coiiseieiiee : for no phy- 
sician will prescribe for Ins jiatient until he kiiow’S 
the cireunistaiiees of liis dls(.*ase.” As 1 w as not 
uiidei any ajipreheiisious of death, 1 could not help 
smiling at (he ehajilaiii's iuquisitiv'e remonstrance, 
wdiieh I told him savoured more of the IJoiuan tlian 
of the Protestant church, in recommendiug auricu- 
lar eonfessioTi ; a thing, in my opinion, not at all 
necessary to salvation, and wdiieh, for that reason, 
I declined. This reply diseoiieerted him a little ; 
liowever he exjilaiued away liis meaning, in making 
learned distinctions between what was absolutely 
necessary, and wliat w^as only convenient; then 
proceeded to ask w hat religion I professed. 1 an- 
swered, that I had not as yet considered th(‘ difler- 
cncc of religious, couscijuenlly had not fixed on any 
ouo in particular, hut lliat I was bred a presbyte- 
rian. At tliis w’ord the ehajilain expressed great 
astonishment, and said lie could not apprehend how 
a pri‘sby1erian was eiitilled to any jiost under the 
Eiiglisli govenmieut. Then he asked if I had ever 
received the saeeament, or taken the oaths; to wdiieli 
questions 1 replying in the negative, he held up 
his bauds, assured me he could do me no service, 
wished I might not be in a state of reprobation, 
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and returned to his messmates, who were making 
merry in the ward-room, round a table well stored 
with bumbo* and wine. This insinuation, terrible 
as it was, had not such an effect upon me as the 
fever, which, soon after he had left me, grew out- 
rageous; I began to see strange cliimeras, and 
concluded myself on the point of becoming deli- 
rious : in the mean time, being in great danger of 
suffocation, I started up in a kind of frantic fit, wdth 
an intention to plunge myself into the sea ; and as 
my friend the seijeant was not present, would 
certainly have cooled myself to some purpose, had 
I not perceived a moisture upon my tliigh, as 1 en- 
deavoured to get out of my hammock. 'I'he appear- 
ance of this revived my hopes, and 1 had reflection 
and resolution enough to take advantage of this 
favourable symptom, by tearing the shirt from my 
body, and sheets from my bed, and -wrapping my- 
self in a thick blanket, in which enclosure, for 
about a quarter of an liour, I felt the pains of hell ; 
but it was not long before I was reeoinpensed for 
my suffering, by a jirofuse sweat, that, bursting 
from the whoh‘ surface of my skin, in h‘ss than 
two hours relieved me from all my complaints, ex- 
cept that of weakness ; and left me as hungry^ as 
a kite. 

I enjoyed a very eomfortahle nap, after which I 
was regaling myself with the agreciihle reverie of 
iny future happiness, when 1 heard Morgan, on the 
outside of the curtain, ask the sergeant if I w us alive 
still? “Alive!” cried the other, “God forbid he 
should he otlierwisel he has lain these five 

hours, and 1 do not choose to disturb him, for sleep 
will do him great service.” “Aye,” said my fcllow'- 
uuite, “ he sleeps so sound, look you, that he will 
never waken till the great trump blows. Got he 
merciful to his soul ! He has paid his debt like an 
honest man. Aye, and moreover ho is at rest from 
all persecutions, and troubles, and afflictions, of 
which, Got knows, anil 1 know, he had his own 
share. IJchree! (leliree! he was a promising 
voiith, indeed.” So saying, he groaned grievously, 
and began to vvliine in such a manner, as per- 
suaded me he had a real friendship for me. 'I’he 
sergeant, alarmed at his words, eaine into the berth, 
and while he looked upon me, I smiled, and tipped 
him the wink ; he immediately guessed my mean- 
ing, ami, remaining silent, INlorgan was confirmed 
in his opinion of my being dead : whereupon he 
approached with tears in his eyes, in order to in- 
dulge his grief with the slglit of the object. And 
1 eoiuiterfeited death so well, by fixing my eyes, 
and dropping my under jaw, that he said, “'^riiere 
he lies, no petter than a lump of clay. Got help 
me and observed, by the distortion of my face, 
that 1 must have had a strong struggle. 1 should 
not have been able to contain myself much longer, 
when he began to perfonii the last duty of*a friend, 
in closing niy eyes and iny mouth ; upon which 1 
suddenly snapped at liis fingers, and disconqiosed 
nim so much, that he started hack, turned pale as 
ashes, and stared like the jiicture of Horror. Al- 
though 1 could not help laughing at liis appearance, 
1 was concerned for his situation, and stretched out 
my hand, telling him I hoped to live and eat some 
salmagundy of his making in England, Tt was 
some time before he could recollect himself so far 
as to feel my pulse, and iiujuire into the particulars 
of my disease. Hut when he found I had enjoyed 

* Uiiml)o is a liquor comiioscd of rum, sugar, water, and 
r.u’Uicg, 


a favourable crisis, he congratulated me upon my 
good fortune, not failing to ascribe it, under Got, 
to the blister he liad ajiplied to my hack, at his last 
visit, “Which, by the by,” said he, “ must now he 
removed and dressed.” He was actually going to 
fetch dressings, when 1, feigning astonishment, 
said, “ Illess irie ! sure you never applied a blister 
to me ; there is nothing on my back, I assure you.” 
But he could not he convinced till he had examined 
it, and then endeavoured to conceal lus confusion, 
by expressing his surprise in finding the skin 
untouched, and the plaster inissing. In ordtu- to 
excuse myself for paying so little regard to his 
prescription, 1 pretended to have been insensible 
when it was put on, and to have pulled it off after- 
w^ards in a fit of delirium. Tliis apology satisfied 
my friend, wlio on this occasion ahati*d a good 
deal of Ins stiffness in regard to punctilio ; and as 
we were now safely arrived at .lainaiea, where I 
had the benefit of fresh jirovdsions and othi*r j-e-, 
freshnicnts, J recovered strength every day, and,' 
in a short time, my health anil vigour were jier- 
feetly reestablished. VVlien J got np at first, and 
was just able to erawd about the deck with a staff 
in my hand, T met Doctor Macksliane, who passed 
by me with a disdainful look, and did not vouchsafe 
to honour me with oni‘ word. After him came 
Oumpley, who, strutting u[) to me, wdth a fierce 
eountenanee, pronounced, “Here's fine discipline 
on hoard, when such lazy skulking sons of h- lies 
as you are allowed, on preteneeof su-kness, to lnllo]> 
at your ease, while your liettcrs are kejit to hard 
duty !” d'he sight and heliuviour of this nialieions 
scoundrel euragt'd me so iiuieh, that I could scarce 
refrain from luring my cudgel across bis jiale; but 
when J eoTisidered my present feebliniess, and the 
enemies 1 liad in the ship, who wanted only a iirc- 
tenee to ruin me, I restrained my jiassion, and con- 
tented myself with telling bun, I had not forgot Ins 
insolence and malice, and that I hoped we should 
meet one day on shore. At this declaration lie 
grinned, shook his list, and swore he longed for 
nothing more tluin such an ojqKirtunity. 

JMeanviliile our ship was ordered to be heaved 
down, victualled, and watered, for her return to 
England ; and our cajitaiii, for some reason or oflier, 
not thinking it convenient for him to revisit his 
native eomitry at this time, exchanged with a gen- 
tleman, who, on the other band, wislied for not lung 
so niueii, as to be safe witliimt the tropic ; all his 
care and tenderness of himself being msutlicieiit to 
jireserve his complexion from the injuries of the 
sun and w eather. 

Giir tjraiit having left the ship, and carried his 
favourite Maekshane along with him, to my inex- 
pressible satisfaction, our new commander came on 
lioard ill a ten-oared barge, overshadowed with a 
vast umbrella, and appeared in everything the re- 
verse of Oakum, being a tall, thin, young man, 
dressed in this manner: a white hat, garnished 
with a red feather, adorned his hi‘ad, from w lienee 
his hair flowed upon liis shoulders, in ringlets, tied 
behind with a ribbon. His coat, consisting of jiiiik- 
eoloiired silk lined with white, by the elegance of 
the cut retired backward, as it were to discover a 
white satin waistcoat embroidered with gold, un- 
buttoned at the upper part to disjilay a hroocli set 
with gurnets, that glittered in the breast of his 
shirt, wliieh w^as of the finest cambric, edged with 
right Mechlin. The knees of his crimson velvet 
breeches scarcely descended so low as to meet hun 
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mlk stockinj?s, whicli rose ^rithout spot or wrinkle 
on his inea/]fre le^?s, from shoos of blue Meroqiiin, 
studded with diamond buckles, that flamed forth 
rivals to the sun ! A steel-hilled sword, inlaid with 
f^old, and decked witli a knot of ribbon whieli fell 
down in a rich tassel, e<)uipped his side ; and an 
amber-headed cane hung dangling from his wrist. 
Rut the most remarkable parts of his furniture 
were, a mask on his face, and white gloves on his 
hands, which did not seem to be put on wdth an 
intention to be pulled olf oeeasionally, but were 
flxed with a curious ring on the little finger of each 
hand. In this garb (Captain Whiffle, for that was 
his name, took possession of the ship, surrounded 
with a crowd of attendants, all of whom, in their 
dift'erent degrees, seemed to be of their patron’s 
disj)osition ; and the air was so impregnated with 
])erfunies, that one may venture to affirm the clime 
of Arabia Felix was not half so sweet-scented. 
lUy hdlow-mate, observing no surgeon among his 
tKjin, thought he had found an occasion toofavonr- 
ahle for himsi'lf to he neglected ; and 7’emembering 
the old proverb, “ Spai e to speak, and spare to 
s})e<'(l," resolved to solicit the new captain’s interest 
immediately, before' any other surgeon could be 
ajipointed for tin* sliif). Witli this view be repaired 
to the cabin in his ordinary dress, consisting of a 
cheek sliirt and trousers, a brown linen waistcoat, 
and a nightcap of the same (neither of them very 
clean), which, for his future misfortune, happened 
to smell strong of tobacco. Entering without any 
ceremony iute) this sacred place, he found (’aplain 
\\’hi11i(‘ reposing on a coiudi, with a w’rapperof fine 
ehiiit/ about his Ixxly, and a muslin cap bordered 
V ith lace about his lic:*d ; and, after several low 
con»-ees, began in tins manner: “ Sir, 1 hojic you 
w’ill forgive, and excuse, and jiardon the presump- 
tion of one who has not the lionour of being known 
unto you, hut who is, nevertheless, a shentleman 
porn and pred, and nioreov<‘r has had misfortunes, 
(iot hel]) me, in the world.” Here he was inter- 
rupted by the t .iptaiu, w ho, on seeing him, had 
started u]) with great amazement at the novelty of 
the apparition ; and having recollected himself, 
Iironouuced, with a hxik and tone signifying disdain, 
curiosity, and surprise, “Zauns! who art thou?” 
“ 1 am surgeon’s first mate on hoard of tliis ship,” 
rejilied Morgan, “ and I most vehemently desire 
and heseeeh you, wdth all submission, to he pleased 
to condescend, and vouchsafe to impiire into my 
cliaracter, and luy pehaviour, and my deserts, 
whieli, under Got, 1 liope will entitle me to the 
v.icaney of surgeon.” As he jiroceixled in his 
speech, he continued advancing tow^ard the captain, 
whose nostrils were no sooner saluted witli the 
aromatic flavour that exhaled from him, than he 
cried, witli great emotion, “ Heaven preserve me! 
I am sufloeated ! Fellow, fellow, awuiy w’ith thee. 
Giirse thee, fellow ! get thee gone. I shall he stunk 
to death!” At the noise of his outcries, his 
servants ran into his apartment, and he accosted 
them thus : “Villains! cut-throats! traitors! lam 
betrayed! I am siicrificed! — Will you not carry 
that moiwtcr away ? or must 1 he stifled with the 
stench of him ! oh! oh!” With these interjections 
he sunk down u])on his settee in a fit ; his valet do 
chamhre plu'd liim wuth a smelling bottle, one 
footman chafed his femjiles with Hungary w’ater, 
another sprinkled the floor with spirits of lavender, 
a third pushed Morgan out of the cabin ; wlio, 
coming to the place, where 1 was, sat down with a 


demure countenance, and, according to his custom, 
when lie received an indignity w^hich he durst not 
revenge, began to sing a Welsh ditty. I guessed 
lie w'as under some agitation of spirits, and desired 
to know the cause ; hut, instead of answering me 
directly, he asked, writh great cinol;ioii, if 1 thought 
him a monster and a stinkard ? “A monster and a 
stinkard,” said I, with some surprise, “did any body 
call you so?” “Got is my judge,” replied he, 
“ Captain Eifle did call me both ; aye, and all the 
water in the Tawy will not wash it out of my re- 
meinbranee. Ido affirm, and vouch, and maintain, 
with my soul, and my pody, and my plood, look 
you, that 1 have no smells about me, but such as a 
('hristian ought to have, except the effluvia of 
tobacco, which is a cephalic, odoriferous, aromatic 
herb, and he is a son of a mountain goat wdio says 
otherwise. As for my being a monster, let that be* 
as it is: J am as Got was pleased to create me, 
which, perad venture, is more than I shall aver of 
him who gave me that tith' ; for I w ill proclaim it 
before the world, that ho is disguised, and trans- 
flgured, and transmographied with affectation and 
w hinibies, and that hi' is more like a papoon than 
one of the human race.” 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

Captain Whifllo sends for nx' — His situation dcscnlied — His 
Surgeon arrives, presenbes foi him, and puts linn to lied — 
A Bed is put up for Mr Simper contiguous to the State 
Room, which, with othci parts of the Captain’s hehaviour, 
gives the Ship's Company a very unfavourable idea of their 
Conitnander— I am defamed in the West Indies hy the 
Admiral, and go on board of the Lizard Sloop of War in 
quality of Surgeon’s Mate, where 1 make myself known to 
the Surgeon, vho treats me verykindlv — I go on Shore, 
sell iny Ticket, purchase Necessaries, and, at my return 
on Hoard, am surprised at tlie sight of ('rampley, who is 
appointed Lieutenant of the Sloop — We sail on a Cruise — 
Take a Tiizc, iu vhich 1 arrive at Port Morant, under the 
Command of my Messmate, with whom I live in great 
Ilarniony 

ITk Avas going on with an eulogium upon the 
captain, when I received a message to clean myself, 
and go up to the great eahin ; and with this com- 
mand I instantly complied, sweetening myself with 
rose water from the medicine chest. When I 
entered the room, I w^as ordered to stand hy the 
door, until Captain Whiflfle had reconnoitred me at 
a distance with a sjiy glass. He having consulted one 
sense in this manner, bade me advance gradually, 
that his nose might have intelligence, before it could 
be much offended. I therefore approached with 
great caution and success, and he was pleased to 
say, “ Aye, this creat ure is tolerable.” I found him 
lolling on his couch with a languishing air, his 
head supported hy his valet dt* chamhre, who, 
from time to time, ajiplied a smelling bottle to his 
nose. “Yergetto,” said he, in a squeaking tone, 
“dost thou think this wretch (meaning me) will 
do me no injury ? may I venture to submit my arm 
to him ?” “ Fon my vord,” ri'plied the valet, “ 1 do 
tink dat dere he great occasion for your honour 
losing one small quantity of blodt ; and the young 
man ave (juelque chose of de bonne mien.” “ AVell, 
theii,”^aid his mastir, “I think I must venture.’' 
'Fhen, addressing himself to me, “ Hast thou ever 
blooded any body but brutes ? Rut I need not ask 
thee, for thou wilt tell me a most damnable lie.” 
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“ Brutes, Sir,” answered I, pulling down Iiis glove, 
in order to feel his pulse, “1 never meddle with 
brutes.” What the devil art thou about ?” cried 
he, “ dost thou intend to twist otf my hand? God’s 
curse I my arm is benumbed up to the very shoul- 
der ! Heaven have mercy upon me I must I perish 
under the hands’ of savages ? What an unfortunate 
dog was I, to come on hoard wutliout my ow'ii 
surgeon, Mr. Simper ! ” I craved pardon for having 
handled liim so roughly, and, writh the utmost care 
and tenderness, tied up hi.s arm wuth a fillet of silk. 
While 1 was feeling for the vein, lie desired to 
know how much blood I intended to take from 
liitn, and when I answered, “ Not above twelve 
ounces,” started up with a look full of horror, and 
bade me be gone, swearing J had a design upon his 
life. Vergette appeased him wuth ditliculty, and 
opening a bureau, took out a ])nir of scales, in 
one of which was placed a small cup; and putting 
them into my hands, told me the captain never 
lost above an ounce and three drachms at one time. 
While 1 prepared for this important evacuation, 
there came into the cabin a >oung man gaily 
dressed, of a very delicate complexion, with a kind 
of languid smile on his face, whicli seemed to have 
been rendered habitual by a long eonrst* of afieeta- 
tion. Tlie captain no sooner perceived him, than, 
rising hastily, he flew into his arms, crying, “ O! 
my dear Simper ! I am excessively disordered ! I 
luive been betrayed, frighted, murdcTed by the 
m'gligenco of my servants, w'ho suffered a lieast, a 
mule, a hear, to surprise me, and stink me into 
convulsions with the fumes of tobacco.” Siiujicr, 
who by this time 1 found was ohligi'd to art for 
the clearness of his comjilexiou, assumed an air of 
softiK'ss and sympalliy, and lamented, with man\ 
tender expressions of sorrow, the sad accident that 
had throw'll him into that condition ; then feeling 
his patient’s pulse on the outside of Ids glove, 
gave it as his opinion, tliat his disorder w'as 
entirely’^ n<*rv<uis, and that some drops of tincture of 
castor, and llipiid laudanum would bo ol’ more 
service to him than bleeding, by bridling the in- 
ordinate sallies of his spirits, and compuising the 
fermentation of his bile, I was therefore sent to 
]nvpare this prescription, which was udminkstcred 
in a glass of sack ])o.ssct ; after the eai»laiii had 
been ])ut to bed, and orders sent to the otficers on 
the fpiarter-dcck, to let nobody walk on that side 
under w'hich lie lay. 

While the caiitain enjoyed his repose, the doctor 
watched over him, and indeed became so necessary, 
that a cabin was matle for him contiguous to the 
state room, where Whiffle sle])t, that he might he 
at hand in case of accidents in the night. Next 
day, our commander being ha])j)ily recovered, gave 
orders, that none of the lieutenants should appear 
upon deck without a wig, sword, and niflles ; nor 
any midshipman, or other ])ctty ofticcr, he seen 
with a clieck shirt, or dirty linen. He also jiro- 
hibited any person whatever, except Simper, and 
his own servants, from coming into the great cabin, 
without first sending in to obtain leave. These 
singular regulations did not prepossess tlic ship’s 
corajnmy in his favour ; but on the contrary, gave 
Scandal an opportunity to he very busy witii liis 
character, and accuse liim of maintaining a cor- 
respondence w'ith the surgeon not fit to be named. 

In a few w'eeks, our ship hfdng under sailing 
orders, I was in hopes of revisiting my native 
country in a very short time, when the admiral’s 


surgeon came on hoard, and sending for Morgan 
ami me to the quarter-deck, ga’^'e us to understand 
there was a great scarcity of surgeons in the West 
Indies ; that he w'as eommaiided to detain one mate 
out of every great ship tliat was bound for Englajid; 
and desired us to agree betw een ourselves, before 
the next day at that hour, wdiieh of us should stay 
behind. We were thunderstruck at this projiosal, 
and stared at one another some time without 
speaking; at length the Welshman broke silence, 
and oflered to remain in the West Indies, provided 
the admiral would give liim a surgeon’s warrant 
immediately : hut he was told there was no want of 
chief surgeons, and tliat he must he contented with 
the station of mate, till he should he furth<‘r provided 
for in due course. Whereupon Morgan flatly 
refused to quit the shi]) for w hii h the GommissioiuM's 
of the Navy had ajipomted him ; and tlie other told 
him as plainl}, that if we could not determine the 
aftair by ourselves before to-morrow morning, he 
must oast lots, and abide by his clianee. When J 
recalleil to my remewihranee the miseries I had 
undergone hi England, wliere 1 liad not one friend 
to ])roinote my interest, or favour my advancement 
ill the navy, and, at the same time, reflected on tin? 
present dearth of surgi‘ons in the West Indies, and 
the uuhealthiness of the climate, which every day 
almost reduced tlieuntuher, 1 could not helplliinlving 
my success would he much more certain and c\- 
l>edilioiis, 1)\ my staving wliere 1 was, than by 
returning to Europi*. I tlierefore resolveil to eoin])iy 
with a good grace, and next clav, when we were 
ordered to throw' dice, told Morgan, he need not 
troulile himself, for 1 wruild voluntarily submit to 
the aduiiral's jileasim'. 'rhislVauK declaration was 
eommemled by the gentleman, who assured me, it 
should not fare the worse with me for my resigna- 
tion. indeed, he was as good as hisw’ord, and that 
very afternoon procured a warrant, appointing me 
surgeon’s male of the Lizard sloop of war, wliieh 
put me on a footing with every lirst mate in the 
.service. 

My ticket being made out, 1 ])nt my chest and 
hi'ddiiig on board a eanoi* that lav aloiig-side, and 
havii.'g shook liands with my trusty friend the 
Serjeant, and honest Jack liattlin, who was bound 
for (ireenw ich hospital, 1 took my h’ave of Morgan 
with many tears, after we had exchanged oiir 
sleeve-buttons as remembrances of eaeli other. 
Having presented ni) new warrant to the captain 
of the J/izard, J inquired for the doctor, whom i no 
sooner saw, than T reeoilected him to be one of those 
young fellows with wdiom 1 had been committed to 
the round-house, during our frolic with Jackson, as 
I have ndated before, lie received me with a good 
deal of courtesy, and when I put him in mind of our 
former acquaintance, expressed gi'oat joy at seeing 
me again, and recommended me to an exceeding 
good mess, composed of the gunner and master’s 
mate. As there was not one sick person in the 
sliij), 1 got leave to go asliore next day with the 
gunner, who reconniieiided me to a Jew that bought 
my ticket at the rate of forty per cent, discount ; 
and having furnished myself with what necessaries 
1 w'anted, returned on board in the evening, and, 
to my surjirise, found my old antagonist (h'amjiley 
walking n])()n deck. J’hough I did not fear his 
enmity, 1 was shocked at his appearance, and 
eoininunicated my sentiments on that subject to Mr. 
Tomlins the surgeon, who told me that Oampley, 
by dint of some friends about the admiral, had 
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procared a coiumission, constituting him litmtcnant 
on board the Lizard ; and advised me, now he was 
my superior officer, to behave witli some respect 
towards him, or else lie would find a thousand 
opportunities of using me ill. 'J'his advice was a 
bitter potion to me, whom pride and resentmeiit had 
rendered utterly incaiiable of tlie l(‘ast submission 
to, or even of a reconciliation witli, the wretch who 
liad on many occasions treated im* so inhumanly. 
However, I resolved to have as little connexion as 
possible M'ith him, and to ingratiate myself as miieli 
as I could with the rest of the oilieers, whose 
friendship might be a bulwark to defend me from 
the attempts of his malice. 

In le ss than a week we sailed on a cruise, and, 
having Aveathered the east cinl of the island, had 
the good fortune to take a Spanish bareoloiigo, 
with her prize, which was an English ship bound 
for Bristol, that sailed from Jamaica a fortnight 
before, wdthoiit convoy. All the prisoners who 
were well we put on shoiv on tlie nortli side of the 
island ; the jirizes were manned w’ith Englishmen, 
and the eommaml of tlie bareoloiigo given to my 
friend the master’s mate, wdth orders to carry them 
into J*ort Morant, and there to remain until the 
Lizard’s cruise should he ended, at which time she 
would toiicli at the same filace in her a\ a v to Port 
Koyal. Witli him 1 was sent to attend the vvoimded 
.Spaniards as well as Englishmen, who amonnted to 
sixteen, and to take care of them on shore, in 
liouse that was to he hired as an hospital. Pins 
destination gave me a great deal of pleasnn*, as I 
should for some lime l»e freed from the arrogance 
of ('rampley, Avhose inveteraev against me had 
already broke out on two or three occasions since 
h*w'as become a lieutenant. My messmate, who 
very imieli re.seiiibled my uncle, both in figure and 
di.sposition, treated nu* on hoard of the jirize with 
the utmost civility and eonfidenee , and, among 
other favours, made me a present of a silver-hilted 
hanger, and a pair of pistols mounted with tlie same 
metal, which fell to his share in plundering tfie 
enemy. We arrived safely at Morant, and going 
on shore, pitched upon an em|)ty storehouse, which 
we hired for the reception of the wounded, who 
were brought to it next da>, witli beds and other 
neeessarii's ; and four of tin* ship's coiiijiaiiy ap- 
pointed to attend them and ohc} me. 


CUAT*TEU NXXVl. 

A strange Adventure — Tu ennsequeuce ot whieli I am ex- 
tremely h<i))py — C’lninplcv I’ocs me ill ofliecs with the 
r.iptnin hut lu6 Malice is defeated hy the Good Nature 
and I'riondship of tlie Surgeon — \Vc leturn to Port Koyal 
—Our Captain gets the Command of a larger Ship, and is 
succeeded hy an old Man- Brayl is provided for— We 
receive Orilerh to sail for England. 

When my patients wore all in a fair w'ay, my 
comjiaiiion and commander, wliose name w'as 
Bray], carried me up tlie country to the house of a 
rich planter, with wdiom he was acquainted ; where 
we were suinj)tuou.sIy entertained, and, in the even- 
ing, set out on our return to the shij). AVhen we 
had walked about a mile by moonlight, we per- 
ceived a horseman behind us, wlio, coming up, 
■wibhed us good ecev^ and tisked w’hich way w'e 
Avent? His voice, which was quite familiar to me, 
no sooner struck my ear, than, in spite of all iny 


resolution and reflection, ray hair hri.stled up, and 1 
was seized with a violent fit of trembling, which 
Brayl misiiPerpreting, bade me be under no con- 
cern. 1 told him h(» was mistaken in the cause of 
iny disorder ; and, addressing myself to the person 
on horseback, said, “ 1 could have sworn by your 
voice, that you was a dear friend of mine, if 1 had 
not been certain of his death.” To this address, 
after some pause, he replied, “ d’here are many 
voices as well as faces that resemble one another ; 
but pray, what was your friend’s name?” I satis- 
fied fiirn ill that particular, and gave a short detail 
of the Tuelanclioly fate of Thomson, not without 
many sighs and some tears. A silence ensued, 
which lastt'd some minutes, and then the conversa- 
tion turned on different sulyects, till we arrived at 
a house on the road, where the horseman alighted, 
and begged with so much earnestness, that we 
would go in and drink a bowl of punch with him, 
that we could not resist. But if 1 was alarmed at 
his voice, w liat must my amazement be, wdien I 
discovered the light the very jierson of iny 
lamimted friend! I’ereeiving my confusion, which 
w'as extreme, he elasjied me in his arms, and be- 
dewed my face with tears. It tv as some time ere 
1 r(‘eovered the use of my reason, overpowered 
with lliis evmit, and longer still before 1 could 
speak; so that all I was capable of was to return 
his embraces, and to mingle the overflowings of 
my joy with his ; w hilst lionest Bra} 1, affected w ith 
j the scene, wept as fast as either of us, and signified 
I his participation of our happiness, by hugging us 
1 both, and capering about the room hkea madman. At 
‘ length 1 retrieved the use of my tongue, and cried, 
“ Is it possible, can aou bi* my friend Thomson? 
No eevtainly, alas! he was drowned! and I am 
now under the deception of a dream !” He Avas at 
great jiains to eoiivinei* me of his being the indi- 
vidual jierson whom 1 regretted, and, bidding me 
.sit down and compose niAself, promised to exjilain 
his sudden disappearance from the Thunder, and 
to aecoiiiit for his being at present in the land of 
till* living. ’J'liis tusk he aequitted himself of, alter 
1 had drank a glass of jmneh, and recollected my 
spirits, b\ mforming us, that, with a determination 
to rid himself of a miserable existence, he had gone 
ill the night-time to the hi*:id, while the shiji was 
on lierway, from whence lie slipped dowm as softly 
as he could hy the hows into the sea, where, after 
he Avas heartily ducked, he began to repent of liis 
precipitation, and, as he could swim A'erv well, kept 
himself above Avater, in \iopes of being taken up hy 
some of the ships astern ; that, in this situation, he 
liailed a large vessel, and liegged to he taken in, 
but Avas ansAvered that she Avas a heavy sailer, and 
therefore they did not choose to lose time by 
bringing to; however, they threw an old chest 
overboard for his convenience, and told him, that 
some of the ships astern would certainly save him ; 
that no other vessel came Avitliin sight or erv' of 
him for the space of three Hours, during which 
time he had the mortification to find himself in the 
middle of tlie ocean alone, Avithoiit other support or 
resting jilace hut w hat a few crazy boards afforded ; 
till at last he discerned a small sloop steering to- 
wards him, iijion which he .set up his throat, 
and had the good fortune to be lieard and rescued 
from the dreary w^aste hy their boat, which was 
hoisted out on purpose. 1 was no sooner brought 
on board,” continued he, “ than I fainted, and 
when I recovered my senses, found myself* in bed 
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r igaled with a most noisome smell of onions and 
» Iieese, which made me think, at first, that I was in 
ny own hammock, alongside of honest Morgan, 
dud that all which had passed was no more than a 
Jrcain. Upon inipury I understood that I was on hoard 
}t a scliooner belonging to Khodc island, bound 
lor Jamaica, with a cargo of geese, jiigs, onions, and 
.‘heese ; and that the master’s name was Jtobcrtson, 
oy birth a North Jlriton, whom 1 knew' at first 
sight to be an old scliool-fellow of mine. When I 
discovered myself to him he was transjiorted with 
surf)rise and joy, and begged tti know the occasion 
of my misfortune, w hich i did not think fit to dis- 
close, because I knew his notions with regard to 
religion were very severe and confined; therefore 
contented myself wdth telling him, J fell overboard 
h) a<'cident ; but made no scruple of explaining the 
nature of my disagreeabh* station, and of acquaint- 
ing him wdtli my determined purpose never to 
return to the 'riumder man-of-war. Although lie 
was not of m y ojunion in that particular, knowing tliat 
I must lose niy elotlies, and what pay was due to me, 
uidess 1 went haek to my duty; yet, when 1 de- 
senbed the eireumstanees of the hellish life 1 led, 
under tin* tyrannic sway of Oakum and Mack- 
sliaiie; and, among otlu'r grievances, hinted a dis- 
satisfaction at the irreligious deportment of my 
shipmates, and the want of the trm* Presbyterian 
gos])el doctrine ; he changed his sentiments, and 
eonjiired me with great velieinenee and zeal to lay 
aside all thought of rising in the navy; and, that 
be might show how miieb lie had my interest 
at heart, undertook to ]U\»vide for me in some shape 
or other, before lie should leave Jamaica. Tins 
promise lie performed to my heart’s desiie, by re- 
eonimeuding me to u gentleman of fortune, with 
whom I have liveil ever since, in quality of surgeon 
and overseer to liis plantations, lie and his lady 
are now at Kingston, so tliat I am, for the present, 
master of this house, to wliieli, from my soul, i hid 
you welcome, and hojie you will favour me with 
your company during tlie reniaiiiing part of the 
night,” — 1 needed not a second invitation ; hut 
Mr. liray 1, whow'us a diligent and excellent officer, 
could not he jiersiiaded to sleeji out of the ship: 
however, he supped with us, and, after having 
drank a cheerful glass, set out for the vessel, which 
was not above tlii-ee miles from the place, e.seorted 
by a couple of stout negroes, w horn Mr. I’homson 
ordered to conduct him. Never were two friends 
more happy in the conversation of each other than 
we, for the time it lasted. I related to him the 
particulars of our attempt upon Carthageiia, of 
which he had heard hut an iuipiTfect account ; and 
he gratified me wdtli a narration of every bttle in- 
cident of his life since we parted, lie assured me, 
it was w'ith the utmost ditficulty he could resist his 
inclination of coming down to Poi-t Jloyal to sec 
Morgan and me, of w hom he had heard no tidings 
since the day of our separation; but that he was 
restrained by the fear of being detained as a deserter, 
lie told me, that, when lie heard my voice in the 
dark, he was almost as much surjirised as I was at 
seeing him afterwards ; and, in the confidence of 
friendship, disclosed a passion he entertained for 
the only daughter of the gentleman wdthwlioni he 
lived, who, by Ids descrijition, was a v'cry amiable 
ouiig lady, and did not disdain his addresses ; that 
e was very much favoured by her parents, and 
did not despair obtaining their consent to the match ; 
whicli would at once render him independent 


of the world. I congratulated him on his good 
fortune, which he protested should never make him 
forget his friends ; and towards morning we betook 
ourselves to n*st. 

Next day lie accompanied me to the shi]\ where 
Mr. Ilrayl entertained him at dinner, and we having 
spent the afternoon together, he took his leave of 
us in the evening, after he liad forced upon me ten 
pistoles, as a small token of his affection. In short, 
wliile we staid here, w e saw one another every day, 
and generally ate at the same table, which w'as plen- 
tifully supplied by him with all kinds of jxmllry, 
butcher’s meat, oranges, limes, lemons, jiine ajiples, 
Madeira wine, and excellent rum ; so tliat this small 
interval of ten day s was by far tlie most agreeable 
period of my life. 

At length the Lizard arrived; and my patients 
being all lit for duty, they and 1 were orderi‘d on 
hoard of her, vihere 1 understood from JMr. Tom- 
lins, that there was a dry ness hetw'eeii the lieutenant 
and liim on my aeeount ; that rancorous villain 
having taken the opportunity of my ahseiiee to fill 
the captain’s ears w'ith a thousand scandalous stories 
to my prejudiei' ; among other things, affirming, 
that 1 had once been transfiorteil for tlieft, and that, 
when I was in the Thunder man-of-war, i had been 
w'liipped for tlie same crime. 'I'he surgeon, on the 
other hand, having heard niy whole story from my 
own mouth, defended me strenuously, and, in the 
course of that good-nal tired ofliee, recounted all the 
iiistaiiees of Uramplcy’s maliee against me wliilo I 
remained on hoard of that ship; which declaration, 
while it satisfied the captain of iny innoeenee, made 
the lieutenant as much my defender's enemy as mim*. 
'riiis inli rnal behaviour ol’ ('raiiijiley, with regard to 
me, added such fuel to iny former resentment, tliat, 
at certain times, Iwas qiiiN* l)esid(‘ myself with the 
desire of revenge, and was even temjited to pistol 
him on the (juarler dick, though an infamous death 
must inevitably have hicu my reward. Hut the 
surgeon, who was my contidaiit, argued against such 
a desperate action so eti'eetually, that I stilled the 
flame vvhicli eouMimed me for the [iresent, and re- 
solved to wait for a more eom enient opportunity. 
In the mean time, that ]\lr. 'I'oinlins might be the 
more eoiivineed of the wrongs I suficred by this 
fellow’s slander, I begged he would go and visit 
Mr. Thomson, whose wonderful escape I liad made 
him acquainted with, ami imiuire of him into the 
particulars of iny’^ conduct, whili* he was my fellow 
mate. J’liis request the surgeon complied with, 
more through curiosity to see a jiersoii whose fate 
had lieen so extraordinary, than to confirm his good 
opinion of me, which, he assured me, was already 
firmly established. He therefore set oivt for the 
dwelling-place of my friend, with a letter of intro- 
duction from me ; and, being received with all the 
civility and kindness I expected, returned to the 
ship, not only satisfied with my character beyond 
the power of doubt or insinuation, but also charmed 
with the affahility and conversation of Thomson, 
who loaded him and me with presents of fresh 
stocks, liquors, ami fruit. As he would not venture 
to come and see us on board, lest Urampley should 
know’ and detain him, when the time of our depar 
turc approached, I obtained leave to go and hid 
him farewell. After we had vowed an everlasting 
friend.ship, he pressed upon me a ])iirse with four 
doubloons, which 1 refused as long as I could, with- 
out giving umbrage; and, having cordially em- 
braced eacli other, I rcttu'iied on board, where I 
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found a sniall box, •with a letter directed for me, to 
lie care of Mr. Tomlin.s. Knowing the superscription 
lo be of Thomson’s hand- writing, 1 opened it with 
?oine surprise, and learned that this generous friend, 
lot contented with loading me with the presents 
ilreacly mentioned, had sent, for my use and ae- 
jeptance, half a dozen fine sliirts, and as many linen 
ivuisteoats ami caps, with twelve jiair of new thread 
stockings. —Being tlius jirovided wuth money, and 
ill necessaries I’or thi‘ comfort of life, I began to 
o(tk upon myself as a gentleman of some con.se- 
jmniee, and felt my yiridt' dilate apace. 

Next day we sailed for Tort Royal, where we 
irrived safely wdth our prizes; and, as there -w^as 
lothiiig to do on hoard, 1 w<*nt asliore, and, liaving 
mrchased a laced waistcoat, w ith some other clothes, 
It a sale, made a swaggering figure for some days 
iinoiig t!ie taverns, wdiere I veiituied to play a little 
it lia/ard, and came off with fift\ pistoles in my 
)ock(*t. Meanwliile, oiir captain was promoted to 
i shi]> of twenty guns, and llie command of tin* 
Li/ard giycii to a man turned of fourscore, -wlio 
lad been lieutenant since the reign of King William, 
ind, notwithstanding his long service, would have 
•irobahly died in that station, had he not apf»lied 
^onu' yirize money he had lately received, to make 
iiterest •with his superiors. My friend Hra)l was 
ilso made an olficer about llu‘ same time, after he 
nid served in quality of a midshipman and mate 
ive and twenty years. Soon after tlu'se alterations, 
he admiral pitched upon our ship to <*arr} home 
lespatelies for the ministry, and we set sail for 
Kngland, having first scruhhed lier bottom, and 
ukeii in provirtiou and water for llie oeeasioii. 


(TIABTKR XXXVI r. 

if\ e (l('part for I’’uro))e a MisiintlorslaiKlnis' aiises between 
the rapt.iiii amt Surs'eon, tliiouRh the s* aiulalous A^pe^• 
fiiotis ()l C'lainplcy — The ('.iptain (lies-' (’i.impUj tvi.ui- 
inz.es over Itie Sur^jeon, wlio l.jlls a N'letnn lo Ins Cimliv 
— I am alho ill-used - 'I'he Ship sti ikes— 'The Itili.uinui of 
(’ramplej and the Seamen on ihat Oec.isinii— I pet on Slioie, 
challenge the Captain to single Combat - Am ti« aeheiously 
knocked dovMi, vioundeii, and looind 

N^ow that I could return to my native eoimtry in a 
jreditabU’ way, T felt exeessue pleasure in linding 
nyself out ol sight of that fatal island, which lias 
leeii tlie grave of so many Europeans ; and as I 
vas aeconniiodated with every thing to reijd(*r the 
nissage agreeable, I resolved to eiijo} injself as 
nuch as tfie insolence of (’ruTiiydcy would jiernnt. 
This insidiions slanderer had found means already 
X) cause a inisuiiderstanding between the surgeon 
iiid cayitain, w'ho, by his age and infiniiities, was 
•endered intolerably peevisli, his disposition having 
ilso been soured by a long course of disappoint- 
nents. Jle had a jiarticular aversion to all \oung 
nen, especially to surgeons, whom In* considered as 
inneeessary animals on board of a ship ; and, in 
•ouseijueiicc of these sentiments, ncNcr consulted 
h(‘ doctor, notwithstanding liis being seized with a 
ioleiit fit of the gout and grav.^1 ; but ajiplied to a 
‘ask of Holland gin, which was his sovereign pre- 
leription against all distempers. W hether he was 
it this tinii‘ too s])aring, or took an oveniose of his 
jordial, certain it is, he departed in the night with- 
)ut any ceremony, which indeed was a thing he 
ilw'ays despised, and was found stiff next niorniug, 
o the no small satisfaction of Crampley, who su> 


ceeded to the command of the vessel. For that 
very reason, Mr, Tomlins and I had no cause to 
rgjoice at this event, fearing that the tyranny of our 
new commander would now be as unlimited as his 
pow'er. I’he hrst day of his command ju.stificd our 
appreliension. Eor, on pretence that the decks w ere 
too much crowded, he ordered the surgeon’s hen- 
coops, with all his fowls, to he throwm overboard, 
and at the same time prohibited him and me from 
ajipearhig on the (jiiarter-deck. Mr. 'I'omliiis could 
not help complaining of these injuries, and, in tlie 
course of his exjxistnlation, dropped some hasty 
words, of wliich Crampley taking liold, confined 
him to his cabin, wdiere, in a few days, for want of 
air, lie was attacked by a fever, which soon ])iit an 
end to his life, after he hud made his wdll, by which 
he bequeathed all his estate, personal and real, lo 
his sLster, and left tome his watch and instninieiit.s, 
as memorials of his friendship. 1 was penetrated 
with grief on this nielaueholy occasion ; the more 
heeause tliere was nobody on board to wdioni I could 
communicate my sorrows, or of whom I could re- 
ceive the least consolation or adviei*. (’ramjiley 
was .so far from discfivering the least remorse for 
his barbarity, at the iu‘ws of tlu* surgeon’s death, 
that h(‘ insulted liis memory in the most ahusne 
manner, and affirmed he had jioisoned himself out 
of })ure f\‘ar, dreading to bt' brought to a court- 
martial for mutiny ; for wliieli reason he would not 
sutler tlie s(*r\ice of the ilead to be read oxer liis 
body before it w'as thrown ovt'rboard. 

Nothing but a sjieed} delueraiice could ha\e 
sujiported me under the brutal swa> of this liasliaw , 
who, to render my lile the more iiksoine, sigiiifiid 
to m> me.ssmales a desire that J should lie ex- 
[lelleil from iJieir soeu'tx. ’i'his was no sooner 
hinted, than they granted liis request ; and I was 
fain lo eat in a .solitary iiiunner b\ inxsell during 
the rest of the jiassage, whieli however soon diew 
to a j>enod. 

We had been seven weeks at sea, when the 
gunner told the eaptain, that, by Ins reekoning, XAe 
must he in soundings, and desired he XNould older 
the h'ad to be heaved. Crainpley sw'ore lie did 
not know' how to keeji the sliqi’s way, lor we w(>re 
not within a Imndn'd leagues of soundings, and 
therefore he wonhl not gi\e himself tlie tronhli' to 
east the !ea<I. Aeeordingh we continued our eonrse 
all that afternoon and night, witliout shortening 
sail, altliough the gunner pretended to diseoxer 
Seilly light, and next morning protested in form 
agaiii.st the captain’s conduct, lor winch he was put 
in confinement. We di.sco\ered no land all that 
day, and (’rainpley was still .so infatuated as to neg- 
lect sounding; hut at thri'c o’clock in the morning 
th<* ship struck, and remained fast on a sandbank. 
'I’his accident alarmed the w liole erew' ; the lioat was 
immediately lioisted out ; hut, as we could not dis- 
cern which way the shore lay, we were obliged to 
wait for day light. In the nieaii time the wind in- 
creased, and the waves heat against the sloop willi 
such violence, that we expected slie w ould have gone 
to pieee.s 'I’lie gunner w as released, and eonsnlted. 
He advised the cajitain to cut away the mast, in 
ord<*r to lighten ht‘r ; this expedient was performed 
w ithout success. 'I’lie .sailors, seeing things in a des- 
jierate situation, according to custom, broke up the 
chests belonging to the ofliccrs, dressed themselves 
in their clothes, drank their liquors without cere- 
mony; and drunkenness, tumult, and confusion 
ensued. ]ii the midst of this uproar J went below, 
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to secure my own effects; and found the car- 
penter’s mate hewing down the purser’s eahin with 
his hatchet, whistling all the while with great com- 
posure. When I asked his intention in so doing, 
he replied very calmly, “ I only want to taste the 
purser’s rum, that’s all, master.” At that instant 
the purser coming down, and seeing his effeets 
going to wreck, complained bitterly of the injustice 
done to him, and asked the fellow what occasirii he 
had for liquor, when, in all likelihood, he should be 
in eternity in a few minutes. “AH’s one for that,” 
said the plunderer, “ let us live while we can.” 
“ Miserable wretch that thou art,” cried the purser, 
“what must be thy lot in the other world, if thou 
diest in the eommission of robbery ?” “ Why, 

hell, 1 suppose,” rej»lied the other, with great de- 
liberation, while the purser fell u])on his kn(‘(‘s, and 
begged of heaven that we might not all perish for the 
sake of one Jonas. During this dialogue, 1 clothed 
myself in my best apj)arel, girded on my hanger, 
stuck my pistols loaded in my bi‘lt, disposed of all 
my valuable movables about my person, and came 
upon deck with a resolution of taking the first op- 
portunity to get on shore, which, when the day 
broke, ap|)ear<‘d at the distance of three miles 
ahead. ( 'rampley, tinding bis (‘tforts to get (be ship 
off ineffectual, determined to consult his ow ii safety, 
by going into the boat, wliieh he had no sooner 
done, than the ship’s company followed so fast, that 
she would have sunk alongside, had not some one 
wiser than the rest cut (he rope, and put off. But 
before this happened, I had made several attempts 
to get in, and was always balked by the captain, 
who was so eager in excluding me, tliat he did not 
miiifl tlic endeavours of any otlier body. Enraged 
at this inliumari partiality, and seeing tlie rope ent, 

I pulled one of my pistols from my belt, and cock- 
ing it, swore I would shoot any man wlio would 
jiresunie to ohstriiet my entrance. So s.iying, I 
leajH'd with my full exertion, and got on board of 
the boat with the loss of the skin of my shins. 1 
chanced in inv descent to overliini CVani]»ley% wlio 
no sooner got iqi than he struck at me .several 
times with a eiitla.ss, and ordered the men to throw 
me oxei’hoard; hut they were too anxious about 
their onn .safely to mind w hat he said, ’riioiigh 
the boat was viTy deeply loaded, and the sea ter- 
rible high, we made shift to get upon dry land in 
less than an hoiii' after we parted from the sloop. 
As soon as 1 .s(‘t foot on Ic/ ra Jimift, my indignation, 
wliieh had boiled so long within me, broke out 
against I 'rampley, Mhoni 1 inimediately I’liallenged 
to single eombal, ]»re.seiitli!g my ]n.stol.s, that he 
might take Ills eJioiee: he took one without h(*si- 
tation, and before 1 could cock tlie other, fired in 
my face, throwing the ]>istol after the shot. 1 ieh 
myself stunned, anti iinagiiiiiig the bullet hatl en- 
tered niy hrai.i, tliseliarged mine as quick as pos- 
sible, that 1 iniglit not die iimevenged ; then Hying 
iqum my ant.igoiil.st, knocked out .‘•t*veral of liis 
fore teeth with the butt-end of the ])ieee, and would 
certainly have made an end of him with that iii- 
stnnnent, liad he not di.sengaged hiin.self, and .seized 
lus cutlass, which be bad given to lus servant 
when he receivu'd the pistol. Seeing him armed in 
this manner, 1 drew my hanger, and liavmg flung 
my pistol at his head, closed witli him in a tran- 
sport of fuiy, and thrust my ’w cajuni into his mouth, 
v'hich it onlargi'd on one side to lus ear. Whether 
the smart of this wound dlseoneerted him, or the 
auevenness of the ground made him reel, I know 


not, but he staggered some paces back : I followed 
dose, and with one stroke cut the tendons of the 
back of liis hand, upon which his cutlass dropjied 
and he remained dclencelcs.s. I know not with what 
cruelty my rage might have inspired me, if I had 
not at that instant been felled to tlie ground by a 
blow on tlie back })art of my head, which dejn ived 
me of all sensation. In this deplorable situation, 
exposed the rage of an incensed barbarian, and 
the rapine of an inhuman crew, 1 remained for 
some time; and whiqlier any disjmtes arose amoirg 
them during the state of my annihilation, I cannot 
pretend to determine ; but in one particular they 
seem to havi* been imaniinou.s, and acted with eijual 
dexterity and de.sjiateli ; for, when T recovered tlu* 
use of understanding, I found myself alone in a 
de.solate place, stripped of my elotlios, money, 
watch, Imckles, ami every thing hut my slioes, 
stoeking.s, breeelies, and shirt. What a di.seovery 
must (his liave been to me, who Init an liour before 
was worth sixty guineas in cash! I eur.sed the 
hour ol‘ my liirth, the parents that gave me being, 
the sea that did not swallow nu* n]>, the jioignard 
of the enemy, which could not find the way to mv 
hearl, the villaiiy of those wlio had left me in 
that miserable condition; and, in the ee.staey of 
despair, resolved to he still where 1 waa, and perish. 


( IlArTKII XXXVITT. 

I get up, and nawl into a Uain, where I am in danger of 
pen-sliing lluon^h the Jear of the Countrj IVople - Their 
inhunianit) — 1 .im succoured by a lepuled \\ itcli— llei 
Stoij Her Advui— She reeonmiends me an a Valet ton 
single Lach, wlmse eliaractc'r ,slie explains. 

IbiT, as I lay ruminating, my passion insensibly 
abated ; 1 considered my situation in quite another 
light from that in wlueli it apjieared to me at first, 
and the result of my deliberation w as to ns<‘, if L 
could, and crawl to the next iiihahited place lor 
a.s.sistaTie(‘. With some diilieulty I got njion my 
leg.s, and having examined my body, found J had 
received no other injury than two large eontii.sed 
wounds, one on the fore, and another on the hinder 
jiart of niy^ head, vvhieli seemed to he occasioned 
i)y the same weapon, namely, the hutt-eml of a pis 
tol. I lookeii towards the sea, but could discern no 
remains of the shij), so that I concluded she was 
gone to pieces, and that those wdio remained in her 
had jierished. Hut, as I afterwards learned, the 
gunner, who liad more sagacity than rrampley, 
observing that it was flood when he left Jier, and 
that .she would probably float at high water, made 
IK) noise about getting on shore, but continued on 
deck, in iiopes of bringing her safe into some har- 
bour, after the commander should have* divserted 
her ; for w liieli piece of service he exjieeted, no 
doubt, to be hand.somely rewarded. This scheme 
he aeeordingly executed, and was promised great 
things bj' the admiralty for saving bis majesty’s 
ship ; but I never heard he reaped the fruits of his 
expectation. As for my own part, I directed my 
course tovvard.> a small cottage 1 ]>ereeived, and, ni 
the road, ]»icked iqi a seamairs old jacket, which 1 
suppose the thief whodre.ssed himself in my clothes 
bad thrown away' ; this was a very comfortable ae- 
(]uisition to me, who was almost stiff with cold. I 
tlierelbre put it on, and as my natural heat revived, 
my wounds, which liad left off bleeding, burst 
out afresh ; so that, finding myself excessively 
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exhausted, I was about to lie down in the fields, when 
1 discovered a barn on my left hand, within a few 
yards of me. Thither I made shift to stagf^er, and 
tinding the door open, went in, but saw nobody ; 
liowever, 1 threw myself upon a truss of straw, 
hoping to be soon relieved by some ])erson or other. 
I had not lain here many minutes, when I saw a 
countryman corao in with a pitchfork in his hand, 
which he was upon the point of thrusting into tlie 
straw that concealed me, and, in all probability, 
would have done my business, had I not uttered a 
dreadful groan, affer having essayed in vain to 
speak. Tliis melancholy note alarmed the clown, 
who started back, and discovering a body all be- 
smeared with blood, stood trembling, with tin* pitch- 
fork extended ))efbiv him, his hair bristling up, his 
eyes staring, his nostrils dilated, and his month 
\\iae open. At another time I should have been 
much diverted by this ligiire, wdiich preserved the 
same altitude vtu'y near ten miniitt's ; during which 
time I made many unsuccessful efibrts to implore 
his eotnpassioii and assistance, hut my tongue failed 
me, and my language was oiil\ a repetition of groans. 
At length an old man arrived, who, seeing the other 
ia sueli a ])Osture, criid, Mercy ninni en! the 
Icaad's bewitched; — vliy Dick, heest tliou besayd 
1 !i \ self?” I )ick, without moving his eyes from the 
olijeet that teiTitieil him, replied, “(), vather! 
\ather! here be either the devil or a dead nion ! 
I doan’l know which oVn, hut a groans woimdily.” 
The fatlier, wdiose eu'-sight was none of the best, 
]tuiled out his speetuelcs, and having applied them 
to his nose, reconnoitred me over liis son’s shoulder; 
hilt no sooner did he behold mo, than he was seized 
with a fit of shaking, ev(*n more violent than .Iheh's, 
.* 11 ( 1 , w'ith a broken accent, addressed me thus: “In 
tiic name of the Vallier, /im, and Holy (ihost, J 
charge \ oil, an you been Satan, to he gone to the 
lied /ea ; hut an you he a murdered man, speak, 
tiiat }ou may have a <’hrislom burial.” As 1 was 
luit in a condition to satisfy him in this particular, 
]’o repeated his conjuration to no jnirjiosc; and 
tlie; coni limed a good while in the agonies of fear. 
At length the futluT proposed that the son should 
draw nearer, and take a more distinct view of the 
afiparitioii ; hut Dick was of opinion, tliat his father 
should advance first, as being an old man past his 
labour, and if he received any miscliief, the loss 
would he the smaller ; whereas lie liimself might 
escape, and he useful in his generation. This pru- 
dential reason had no etfeet upon tlie senior, who 
still kept Dick between me and liiin. In the mean 
time, T endeavoured to raise one hand as a signal 
)f distress, hut had only strength siillieient to jiro- 
ince a rustling among the straw, AAhieh discom- 
posed the young peasant sn much, that he sprung 
mt at the door, and overtlirew his father in his 
flight. The old gentleman would not sjiend time 
in getting up, hut crawled backwards like a crab, 
with great sjieed, till lie had got over the threshold, 
nmmlilirig exorcisms all tlie way. 1 was exceed- 
ingly mortified to find myself in danger of perishing 
through tlie ignorance and eowardiee of these 
clowns, and felt my sjiirits decay apace, when an 
()ld woman entered tlie barn, follOwed by the two 
fngiti\es, and wilii great inirepidity advanced to 
the place where 1 la}, saying, “ If it be the de\il I 
fear en mit, and for a, d(‘ad mon, a ean do ns no 
harm.” Wlien she saw my eondilion, she i-rled, 
“ Here be no devil, hut in youri'ti fool's liead. Here 
K‘ a poor iniserahle wretch, bleeding to d<'ath, and 


if a dies, we must rie at the charge of burying 
him ; therefore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-bar- 
row, and puten in, and carry en togoodmaii Hodge’s 
hack door ; he is more able than we to lay out money 
ujioii ])oor vagrants.” Her advice was taken, and 
immediately jmt in execution. I was rolled to the 
other farmer's door, where 1 was tumbled out like 
a heap of dung, and would certainly have fallen a 
prey to the hogs, if my groans had not disturbed the 
family, and hronglit some of them out to view my 
situation. JBut Hodge resembled the Jew more than 
tlie good Samaritan, and ordered mo to be carried 
to the house of the parson, whose business it was 
to practise as well as to ])reaeh charity ; observing, 
that it was sufficient for him to pay his quota to- 
wards file maintenanee of tlie poor belonging to his 
own parisli. When 1 was set down at the vicar’s 
gate, he fell info a mighty passion, and threatened 
to excommunicate him w lio sent, as well as tliose 
who brought me, unless they would move me im- 
mediately to another place. About this time, I 
fainted with tlie fatigue 1 had undergone, and, after- 
wards, undei'stood that I was bandied from door 
to door through a w^hole village, nobody having 
humanity enough to administer the ii'iist relief to 
UK*, until an old woman, who A\as suspected of 
witeJieraft by the ncighhoiirliood, hearing of my 
distress, received im* into h(*r house, and liaving 
dressed uiy wounds, brought me to mysell* wdth 
cordials of her own preparing. 1 was treated Avilh 
great care and tenderness by this grave matron, 
who, after 1 had recovered some strength, desired 
to know the ])uiticnlars of my last disaster. Tins 
piece of satisfaction I could not refuse to one who 
had saved my life ; therefore rt‘lated all my •adven- 
tures, AAntliout exaggeration or reserve, bhe seemed 
surprised at the vicissitudes 1 had undergone, and 
drew a happy presage of my future life from my 
past sufferings ; then launclied out into the praise 
of advi*rsity with so much ardour and good sense, 
that i concluded she avlis a person who had seen 
better days, and conceived a longing desire to hear 
her stoi’}. She perceived my drift by some words 
I droptied, and smiling, told me, there was nothing 
cither entertaining or extraordinary in the course of 
her fortune ; hut, however, she Avould communicate 
It to me, in consideration of the confidence I had 
reposed in her. “ It is of little consequence,” said 
she, “ to tell the nanu’s of my parents, who are 
dead many years ago ; let it suffice to assure you, 
they were wealthy, and had no other child than 
me; so that I AAas looked upon as heiress to a con- 
siderable CvStali*, and teased Aiilli addresses on that 
account. Among the iimnhcr of my admirers, then* 
was a young genthinan of no lortuno, aaIiosc sole 
dependence Aias on liis iiromotioii in tlie army\ in 
which at that tinu' hi* bore a lieutenant’s commis- 
sion. 1 conceived an allVetioii for this amiable 
officer, which, in a sliort tunc, increased to a violent 
I>assioii, and, Axiiliout cnti'ring into minute circum- 
stances, married liiin privately. We had not en- 
joyed one another long, in stolen interviews, when 
lie w'as orderi'd Avilli Insiegiinent to Flanders; hut, 
before he set out, it Avas agieed betwi'eii us, that he 
sliould declare oiir marriag*e to my tathi*r by letter, 
and implore Ins jiardon for the step we liad taken 
Avithoni his approhatieii. This diseov(*ry was made 
AAhiie I was abroad Aisiting; and just as I was 
about to return liome, 1 received a letter from mv 
father, importing, tiuit sint e I had acted so nndn- 
tifelly and ineaiily as to inavry v. beggiir, AMtliout 
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his privity or consent, to the disgrace of his family, 
as well as the disappointment of his hopes, he re- 
nounced me to the miserable fate I had entailed on 
myself, and charged me never to set foot within his 
doors again. This rigid sentence was confirmed by 
my mother, who, in a postscript, gave me to nnd(*r- 
stand, that her sentiments were exactly conformable 
to those of my father, and that I might save myself 
the trouble of making any applications, for her 
resolutions were iinulterahlc. Thunderstruck with 
my evil fortune, 1 called a coach, and drove to my 
husband’s lodgings, where T found him waiting the 
event of his letter. Though he could easily divine, 
by my looks, the issue of liis declariition, he read 
with great steadiness the epistle I had received ; 
and, with a smile full of tenderness, which 1 shall 
never forget, embraced me, saying, 1 Ih'lwre the 
good lady^ your mother, might hare spared herself the 
trouble of the last part of her postseript. Welt, my 
dear Betty, you must Jay aside all thoughts of a eoaeh, 
till I can procure, the command of a regiment." 'J'his 
unconcerned behaviour, while it enal)ied me to sup- 
port my reverse of fortune, at the same time endeared 
him to me the more, by coin incing me of his dis- 
interested views in espousing me. 1 was next day 
boarded in com])any with the wife of anotlier officer, 
who had long been the frieiid and confidant of my 
husband, at a village not far from London, where 
they parted w’ith us in the most melting manner, 
went to Flanders, and were killed in sight of one 
another, at the buttle of the Wood. Why should 1 
tire you wuth a description of our unutterable sor- 
row at tlie fatal news of this event, the remembrance 
of which now fills my aged eyes with tears ! When 
our grief subsided a little, and rellection came to 
our aid, we found ourselves desei-ted by the wdiole 
world, and in danger of jierishing by want where- 
upon, wre made apjilication for the jiension, and 
were put upon the list, 'riieii, vou ing <‘ternal 
friendship, sold our jewels and supt'rfliious clothes, 
retired to tliis jilace, which is in the county of 
Sussex, bought this little house, where we lived 
many years in a solitary manner, indulging our 
mutual sorrow, till it pleased Ih'aven to call away 
my companion two years ago ; since which time I 
have lingered out an unhappy being, in hopes of a 
speedy dissolution, whiMi J jnomise myself the eter- 
nal rew'ard of all my cares. In the mean time,” 
continued she, “ 1 must inlbrm jou of the charac- 
ter! bear among the neighbours IMy conversation 
being ditferent from that of the inhabitants of tlie 
village, my recluse way of life, my skill in curing 
distempers, which L acipiired from hooks since 1 
settled here •“ and lastl}, my age, have made the 
common ])eople look upon me as something preter- 
natural, and I am actually at this hour believed to 
be a witch. The parson of tin* parish, whose ae- 
(piaintance I have not been at much jiains to cul- 
tivate, taking umbrage at my supposed disrespect, 
has contributed not a little tow ards tlie confirmation 
of this opinion, by dropping certain hints to my 
prejudice among the vulgar, who are also very 
much scandalized at my entertaining thus poor 
tabby cat, with the collar about her lu ck, which 
w as a favourite of my deceased comimnion.” 

The w hole behaviour of this venerable person w as 
so primitive, innocent, sensible, and humane, tliat 
I contracted a filial respect for her, and begged her 
advice wdth regard to my future c-onduct, as soon 
as I was in a condition to act for myself. She dis- 
suad(*d me from a design I had fomic^ of trrvcliiXlg 
U' Ivondou, in hopes oi retrieving niy clcOa'S 


jiay, by returning to my ship, which by this time, 
1 read in the newspaper, was safely arrived in the 
river Thames : “ because,” said she, “ you run the 
hazard of being treated not only as a deserter in 
quitting the sloop, but also as a mutineer in assault- 
ing your commanding officer, to the malice ot w hose 
revenge jou wdll moreovt'r be exposed.” She then 
promised to rccomimmd me as a servant to a single 
lady of her acquaintance, w ho livi d in the neigh- 
bourhood with her nephew', who was a young fox- 
hunter of great fortune, where I might be veiy 
happy, jirovided I could bear the disjiosition and 
manners of my mistress, which were somewhat 
whimsical and particular. But, above all things, 
she counselled me to conceal my story, the know - 
ledge of which would effectually jioison my enter- 
tainment ; for it was a maxim among most jieojile 
of condition, that no gentleman in distre.ss ought to 
be admitted into a family as a domestic, lest he be- 
come proud, laz}, and insolent. I was fain to em- 
brace this humble proposal, because iny affairs were 
desperate ; and in a few days w as hired by tliis lady, 
to serve in ipc.dity of her footman ; having been 
represented by m^ hosti'ss as a >onng man who was 
bred up to the sea by his ridations against bis will, 
and had suffered slnpwieck, which had increased 
his disgust to that wa\ of life so much, that he 
rather chose to go into service on shoie, than enter 
himself on board of any other shij». Jlefore I took 
posse.^’sion ol* ni\ new place, she gave me a sketch 
of my mistress's character, that I might know 
bettia- how to regulate my conduct. “ Your lad},” 
said she, “is a maidim of foi't> years, not so remark- 
able for her beauty, as her leariiingand taste, which 
is famous all over the country. Indeed she is a 
perfect female virtuoso ; anti so eager after the pur- 
suit of kiiowledgi*, that sin* neglects her ])erson even 
to a degree of sluttishness; this negligence, together 
w'ith her contempt of the male part of the creation, 
gives her nephew no great concei'ii, as bv these 
means he wdll probabl\ kee]) her fortune, which is 
considerable, in thelamilv. He therefore jiermits 
her to live in her own wav, which is something ex- 
traordinary, and gratifies her in all lier whimsical 
desires. Her apartment is at some distance from 
the other inhabited jiarts of the house, and consists 
of a dining-room, bed-chamber, and study. {She 
keeps a cook-maid, waiting-woman, and footman ol 
her own; and seldom eats or converses with aiiv 
of the family but lu'r nieei', w'ho is a very lovel> 
creature, and liumours her aunt often to the j>U‘- 
judice of her own health, by sitting u]) with her 
whole nights togetlu r ; for your mistress is too much 
of a philosojdier to be swayed by the customs of 
the world, and never sleeps or eats like other people. 
Among other odd notions, she jirofesses the prin- 
ciples of Ifosicrutius ; and believes the earth, air, 
and sea, an‘ inhabited by invisible beings, wdth 
w hom it is possible for the human species to enter- 
tain c(»rresj)ondence and intimacy, on the easy con- 
dition of living chaste. As she hojies one day to 
be admitted into an acquaintance of this kind, slu* 
no sooner heard of me and my cat, than she jiaid 
me a visit, with a view, as she has since owned, to 
be introduced to my familiar, and was greatly mor- 
tified to find herself disappointed in her expectation. 
Being, by this visionary turn of mind, abstracted 
as it were from the world, she cannot advert to the 
common occurrences of life ; and therefore is fre- 
quently so absent, as to commit very strange mistakes 
and extravagances, which you will do well to rectify 
and repair as your prudence shall suggest.” 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

My Reception by that liady — I become cnanumrcd of Nar- 
cissa — Ileoonnt tlie Particulars of my last Misfortune — | 
Acquire the Rood Opinion of my Mistress — An Account of ' 
The younR Squire — 1 am made acquainted with more I*ar- 
ti( nlaiB 01 Narcihsa's situation — Conceive a mortal Hatred 
a^jaiiist Sir Tiuiottiy — Examine my Lady’s Library and 
PerloriiitUicch — JloV extr»i\aRant Behaviour. 

pRAFfiirT witli these useful instructions, I repaired 
to tlie place of her liuhitation, and was introduced 
])V the waitin^r-wonian to the presence of luy lady, 
wlio had not before seen me. She sat in her 
siiidy, uith one foot on the p;round, and the other 
upon a lui(h stool at some distance from lier seat ; 
h(‘r sandy locks Iiuiir; down in a disorder I cannot 
call heaiitilid, from her head, udiieh was deprived 
of its coif, for the henelil of seratehiiiR; with one 
hand, while she held the stump of a jicu in the 
other. lh*r forehead was hijjjh and WTiukled ; her 
eyes were lav^e, ^rey, atid prominent ; her nose 
was lone:, shar]), and a<]uiline ; lier mouth of vast 
capacity ; her visaj^e meaR,re and freckled, and her 
ohm peaked like a shoemaker’s paring: knife; her 
upper lip eontamed a larjjje <]uantity of plain Spanish, 
which, by continual fallmp:, had ('uihroidered her 
neck, iluit was not naturally very while; and the 
breast of her r:ow n, that Howi^d loose about h<*r with 
a neyliR:e]iee truly poetic, diseoverini? linen that 
was very line, and to all apiiearanee never ivashrd 
hut in (\tsta}i(tn streams. Around her lay heaps 
of hooks, {i;lohes, ipiadrants, t*‘leseop(‘s, and other 
learned apparatus. Her simtf-hox stood at her 
ri * 1:111 hand ; at her left hand lay her luiiidkerehiet, 
sufficiently used ; and a eonveiiieiicc* to spit in ap- 
peared on one side of her chtiir. She being in a 
reverie wIkmi w’C entered, the maul did not think 
proper to disturb lier; so that we waited .some 
minutes nnohseiwed, during which time slu* hit the 
quill several times, altered her position, made many 
wry faces, and at length, witli an air of triumph, 
repeated aloud, 

N(»r dare th’ immortal gods my rage opj»osc. 

Having eomniitted her success to paper, she turned 
towards the door, and, perceiving ns, cried, “What’s 
the matter “ I lei e’s the young man,” replied my 
Conductress, “ wdiom Mrs. Sagely reeoinmeiided lus 
a footman to your ladyship.” ()ii this information 
sin* start’d in my face a considerahlc time, and then 
asked my name, whicli I tlicmght proper to eoneeal 
under that of dohii Hrowii, After lia\iiig surveyed 
me with a enrious eye, she broke out into, “ O! ay, 
thou w ast shipw reeked, I reniemher. Whether didst 
thou come on shore on the hack of a whale or a 
dolphin ?” To this I answered, I had swam ashore 
without any assistance. -Then she demanded to 
know if 1 had ever been at the Hellespont, and 
swam from Cestos to Ahydos. I replied in the nega- 
tive. Ujion w hieh she bade the maid order a suit 
of new livery for me, and instruct me in the articles 
of my duty. - So saying, she spit in her siniif-hox, 
and wiped her no.se with lier ca]), whieli lay on the 
table instead of a liandkerchief. We returned to 
the kitchen, vvlu're 1 was regaled by the maids, who 
Bcmned to vie wdtli each other in expressing their 
ri'gard for me ; and from tliem I understood that 
my business consisted in cleaning knives and forks, 
laying the cloth, waiting at table, carrying mes- 
sages, and attending my lady when she went abroad. 
Thenv was a very good suit of livery in the house, 
■which had bi’Jonged to my predecessor, deeea.sod 


and it fitted mo exactly ; so tliat tlicre was no occa- 
sion for employing a tailor on my account. 1 Jiad 
not long be(*n equipped in this manner, when my 
lady’s bell rung ; upon which I ran up stairs, and 
f’ouiid her stalking about the room in her shift and 
under petticoat only ; 1 would have immediately 
retired as became me, but she hade me come in, 
and air a dean shift for her; which ojicration I 
having perlormed wdth some backwardness, she put 
t on h(‘fore me without any ceremony, and 1 verily 
relieve was ignorant of my sex all that time, as 
Dcing quite absorbed in contemplation. About fdur 
a’elock in the afternoon, I was ordered to lay the 
cloth, and place two covers, which I understood 
wi*re for my>^ mistress and her niece, whom 1 had 
lot as yet seen. Though 1 was not very dexterous 
it this work, I pi’rfonned it pretty well for a be- 
ginner ; and, w hen dinner was upon the table, saw 
iiy mistress apjiroadi, aceomjianied by the young 
ady, w hose name, for the present, shall be Narcis.sa. 
■so imieh sweetness appeared in the countenance 
■md carriage of this ainlahle apiiarition, that my 
heart was captivated at first sight, and, while dinner 
lasted, 1 gazed upon her without intermission. Her 
agi* seemed to he si’ventcen, her stature tall, her 
sliape iinexceptionahle ; her hair, that fell down 
upon her ivory neck in ringlets, black as jet; her 
arched ey e-hrowsof the sami* colour ; her ey es pierc- 
ing, y et tender ; her lips of the consistence and 
hue of cherries; her eoniplexion clear, delicate, and 
healthy ; her aspect noble, ingenuous, and humane ; 
and the whole person so ravisliingly delightful, that 
it w^as impossible for any creature endued with sen- 
sibility, to sec w ithout admiring, and admire w ithont 
loving her to excess! 1 began to curse the servile 
station that })laeed me so far beneath the regard of 
this idol of my adoration! and yet 1 blessed my 
fate, that enabled me to enjoy daily the sight of so 
much perleetion ! When she spoke, 1 listened with 
jileasure ; hut when she spoke to me, my soul was 
tlirilled w ith an eestacy of tnmulluoiis joy ! 1 was 
even so liapjiy' as to he the subject of their conver- 
sation. Eor Nareissa liaving observed me, said 
to her aunt, I see your new^ footman is come.” 
Then addressing herself to me, asked with inefiable 
eomplaeeney, if I was the person who had been so 
cruelly' nsc(i by robbers? When I satisfied her in 
tills, she expressed a desire of knowing the other 
jiartienlars of my fortune, both before and since my 
iieing shipvvreek(‘d. Hereupon (as Mrs. Sagi’ly had 
counselled me) I told her that I had been bound 
a]>prentiee to tlie master of a ship, contrary to my 
iuelinalion, which ship had foundered at sea ; that 
I and four more, who chanced to be on deck when 
she went down, made shift to sw im to the shore, 
when my eonipanions, after having overpowered 
me, stripped me to tlu‘ shirt, and left me, as they 
imagined, di’ad of the wounds 1 received in my own 
defence. Then 1 related the circumstances of my 
being found in a barn, with the inhuman treatmeni 
1 met with from the country people and parson ; th( 
description of which, 1 perceived, drew tears froir 
the charming creature’s eyes ! When I had finishec 
my recital, my mi.strcss said, “Afa /b// le ffar^oi 
vst hUn fad 'fo w hicli opinion Nareissa as.scnted 
with a eompllmcnt to niy understanding in the sami 
language, that flattered my vanity extremely. 

'Pile conversation, among other subjects, tnrnec 
upon the young squire, whom my lady'^ inquire! 
after under tlie title of the Savage; and vvas in 
formed by her niece, that he was still in bed, re 
u 
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pairinfi^ the fatigue of last night’s debauch, and 
recruiting strength and spirits to undergo a fox- 
chase to-morrow morning, in company with Sir 
Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great 
many other gentlemen of the same stamp, whom 
he had invited on that occasion ; so that, by day- 
break, the whole house would be in an uproar. 
This was a very disagreeable piece of news to the 
virtuoso, who protested she would stufi* her ears 
with cotton when she went to bed, and take a dose 
of opium to make her sleep the more sound, that 
she might not be disturbed and distracted by the 
clamour of the brutes. 

When their dinner was over, I and my fellow- 
servants sat down to ours in the kitchen, where I 
understood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy 
knight in the neighbourhood, between whom and 
Narcissa a match had been projected by her brother, 
who promised at the same time to espouse Sir 
Timothy’s sister; by which means, as their fortunes 
were pretty equal, the young ladies would be pro- 
vided for, and their brothers be never the poorer ; 
but that the ladies did not concur in the scheme, 
each of them entertaining a hearty contempt for 
the person allotted to her for a husband by this 
agreement. This information begat in me a mortal 
aversion to Sir Timothy, whom 1 looked upon as 
my rival, and cursed in my heart for his presump- 
tion. Next morning, by daybreak, being awakened 
bjr the noise of the hunters and hounds, I arose to 
view the cavalcade, and had a sight of my com- 
petitor, whose accomplishments, the estate excluded, 
did not seem brilliant enough to give me much 
uneasiness with respect to Narcissa, who, I flattered 
myself, was not to be won by such qualifications as 
he was master of, either as to person or mind. My 
mistress, notwithstanding her precaution, was so 
much disturbed by her nephew’s company, that 
she did not rise till five o’clock in the afternoon ; 
so that I had an opportunity of examining her 
study at leisure, to which examination I was 
strongly prompted by my curiosity. Here I found 
a thousand scraps of her own poetry, consisting of 
three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty lines, on an 
infinity of subjects, which, as whim inspired, she 
had begun, without constancy or capacity to bring 
to any degree of composition. But, what was very 
extraordinary in a female poet, there was not the least 
mention made of love in any of her performances. 1 
counted fragments of five tragedies, the titles of which 
were, “The Stern Philosopher — The Double Mur- 
der — The Sacrilegious Traitor — The Fall of Lucifer 
— and The Last Day.” From whence I gathered, 
that her disposition w^as gloomy, and her imagination 
delighted with objects of horror. Her library was 
composed of the best English historians, poets, and 
philosophers ; of all the French critics and poets, 
and of a few books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at the 
head of which were Tasso and Ariosto, pretty much 
used. Besides these, translations of the classics 
into French, but not one book in Greek or Latin ; a 
circumstance that discovered her ignorance in 
these languages. After having taken a full view 
of this collection, 1 retired, and, at the usual time, 
was preparing to lay the cloth, when I was told by 
the maid that her mistress was still in bed, and had 
been so affected with the notes of the hounds in the 
morning, that she actually believed herself a hare 
beset by the hunters ; and begged a few greens to 
munch for breakfast When I expressed my sur- 
prise at this unaccountable imagination, she gave 


me to understand, that her lady was very much 
subject to whims of this nature ; sometimes fancy- 
ing herself an animal, sometimes a piece of furni 
ture, during which conceited transformations it 
was very dangerous to come near her, especially 
when she represented a beast ; for that, lately, in 
the character of a cat, she had flown at her, and 
scratched her face in a terrible manner ; that, some 
months ago, she prophesied the general conflagra- 
tion was at hand, and nothing would be able to 
quench it but her water, which, therefore, she kept 
so long that her life was in danger ; and she must 
needs have died of the retention, had they not 
found an expedient to make her evacuate, by 
kindling a bonfire under her chamber window, and 
persuamng her that the house was in flames ; upon 
which, with great deliberation, she bade them bring 
all the tubs and vessels they could find, to be filled, 
for the preservation of the house, into one of which 
she immediately discharged the cause of her dis- 
temper. I was also informed, that nothing con- 
tributed so much to the recovery of her reason as 
music, which was always administered on those 
occasions by Narcissa, who played perfectly well 
on the harpsichord, and to whom she, the maid, 
was just then going to intimate her aunt’s disorder. 
She was no sooner gone than 1 was summoned by 
the bell to my lady’s chamber, where 1 found her 
sitting squat on her hams on the floor, in the manner 
of puss when she listens to the outcries of her pur- 
suers. When I appeared, she started up with an 
alarmed look, and sprung to the other side of the 
room to avoid me, whom, without doubt, slie 
mistook for a beagle thirsting after her life. I’er- 
ceiving her extreme confusion, 1 retired, and, oh 
the staircase, met the adorable Narcissa coming up, 
to whom I imparted the situation of my mistress. 
She said not a word, but, smiling with unspeakable 
grace, went into her aunt’s apartment, and in a 
little time my ears were ravislied w ith the effects 
of her skill. She accompanied the instrument with 
a voice so sweet and melodious, that 1 did not 
wonder at the surprising change it produced on 
the spirits of my mistress, which were soon com- 
posed to peace and sober reflection. 

About seven o’clock the hunters arrived, with 
the skins of two foxes and one badger, carried 
before them as trophies of their success. And, when 
they were about to sit down to dinner, or supper. 
Sir Timothy Thicket desired that Narcissa would 
honour the table with her presence. But this re- 
quest, notwithstanding her brothers threats and 
entreaties, she refused, on pretence of attending her 
aunt, who was indisposed ; so 1 enjoyed the satis- 
faction of seeing my rival mortified. But this 
disappointment made no great impression on him, 
who consoled himself with the bottle, of which the 
whole company became so enamoured, that, after a 
most horrid uproar of laughing, singing, swearing, 
dancing, and fighting, they were all carried to bed 
in a state of utter oblivion. My duty being alto- 
gether detached from the squire and his family, I 
led a pretty easy and comfortable life, drinking 
daily intoxicating draughts of love from the charms 
of Narcissa, which brightened on my contempla- 
tion every day moTe and more. Inglorious as my 
station was, 1 became blind to my own unworthi- 
ness, and even conceived hopes of one day enjoying 
this amiable creature, whose affability greatly 
encouraged these presumntuous thoughts. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

My Mistress is surprised at my Learning— 'Communicates 
her Performances to me — I impart some of mine to her— 
Am mortified at her faint Praise — Narcissa approves of 
my Conduct — I gain an involuntary Conquest over the 
Cook-maid and Dairy-maid — Their mutual Resentment 
and Insinuations— The Jealousy of their Lovers. 

During this season of love and Ifanquillity, my 
muse, which had lain dormant so long, awoke, and 
produced several small performances on the subject 
of my flame ; but, as it concerned me nearly to 
remain undiscovered in my real character and 
sentiments, I was under a necessity of mortifying 
my desire of praise, by confining my works to my 
own perusal and applause. In the mean time 1 
strove to insinuate myself into the good opinion of 
both ladies; and succeeded so well, by my dili- 
gence and dutiful behaviour, that, in a little time, 
J was at least a favourite servant ; and frequently 
enjoyed the pleasure of hearing myself mentioned 
in French and Italian, with some degree of warmth 
and surprise, by the dear object of all my wishes, 
as a person who had so much of the gentleman in 
my appearance and discourse, that she could not 
for her soul treat me like a common lacquey. My 
prudence and modesty were not long proof against 
these bewitching compliments. One day, w'hile I 
wailed at dinner, the conversation turned uj>on a 
knotty passage of Tasso’s .Jerusalem, which, it 
seems, had puzzled tliem both. After a great many 
unsatisfactory conjectures, my mistress, taking the 
book out of her pocket, turned up the place in 
(picstion, and read the sentence over and over 
without success; at length, despairing of finding 
the author’s meaning, she turned to me, saying, 
“ Come hither, IJruno, let ns see what fortune will 
do for us ; 1 will interpret to thee what goes before 
and what follow's this obscure paragraph, the par- 
ticular words of which 1 will also explain, that thou 
mayest, by coinpai’ing one with another, gue.ss the 
sense of that whicti perplexes us.” 1 was too vain 
to let slip this opportunity of displaying my talents, 
therefore, without hesitation, read and explained 
the whole of that which had disconcerted them, to 
the utter astonishment of both. Narcissa’s face 
and lovely neck were overspread wuth hlushe.s, 
from which 1 drew a favourable omen, while her 
aunt, after having stared at me a good while with a 
look of amazement, exciiiimed, “ In the name of 
heaven ! Who art thou ?” I told her I had picked 
up a smattering of Italian, during a voyage up the 
Straits. At this explanation she shook her head, 
and observed, that no smatterer could read as 1 had 
done. She then desired to know if I understood 
French? To which question I answered in the 
aflirmative. She asked, if I was acquainted with 
I^atin and Greek? I replied, “A little.” — “Olio!” 
continued she, “ and with philosophy and mathe- 
matics, I suppose ?” I owned I knew something of 
each. Then she repeated her stare and interrogation. 
I began to repent iny vanity, and, in order to repair 
the fault I had committed, said, it was not to he 
wondered at if I had a tolerable education, for 
learning was so cheap in my country, that every 
peasant was a scholar ; but I hoped her ladyship 
would think my understanding no exception to my 
character. She was pleased to answer, “ No, no, 
God forbid.” But during the rest of the time they 
«at at table, they behaved with remarkable reserve. 
This alteration gave me great uneasiness ; and I 
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I passed the night without sleep, in melancholy re 
flections on the vanity of young men, which prompts 
them to commit so many fooUsh actions, contrary 
to their own sober judgment. Next day, however, 
instead of profiting by this self-condemnation, I 
yielded still more to the dictates of the principle I 
had endeavoured to chastise, and, if fortune had not 
befriended me more than prudence could expect, I 
should have been treated with the contempt it 
deserved. After breakfast, my lady, who was a 
true author, bade me follow her into the study, 
where she expressed herself thus : “ Since you are 
so learned, you cannot be void of taste ; therefore 
I am to desire your opinion of a small performance 
in poetry, which I lately composed. You must 
know I have planned a tragedy, the subject of which 
shall be the murder of a prince before the altar, 
where he is busy at his devotions. After the deed 
is perpetrated, the regicide will harangue the people 
with the bloody dagger in his hand ; and 1 have 
already composed a speech, which I think will suit 
the character extremely ; here it is.” Then taking 
up a scrap of paper, she i*ead with violent emphasis 
and gesture, as follows : 

Thus have I sent the simple kinpr to hell, 

Without or coffin, shroud, or passing bell ; 

To me what arc divine and human laws ? 

1 court no sanction but my own applause ! 

Rapes, robb’nes, treasons, yield my soul delight; 

And human carnage gratifies my sight ; 

I dr.ag the parent by the hoary hair, "I 

Ami toss the spratvling infant on my spear, > 
While the fond molheW cries regale mine ear, ) 

I fight, I vanquish, murder friends and foes ; 

Nor da.'e th' immortal gods my rage oppose. 

Though 1 did great violence to my understanding 
in praising this unnatural rhapstKly, I nevertheless 
extolled it as a production that of itself deserved 
immortal fame ; and besought her ladyship to bless 
the world with the fruits of those uncommon 
talents Heaven had bestowed upon her. She smiled 
with a look of self-complacency, and, encouraged 
by the incense 1 had offered, communicated all her 
poetical works, which I applauded one by one, with 
as little candour as I had shown at first. Satiated 
with my flattery, which, I hope, my situation 
justified, she could not in conscience refuse me an 
opportunity of shining in my turn ; and, therefore, 
after a compliment to my nice discernment and 
taste, observed, that, doubtle.ss, I must have produced 
something in that way myself, which she desired to 
see. This was a temptation 1 could by no means 
resist. 1 owned, that, while I was at college, I wrote 
some small detached pieces, at the desire of a friend 
who was in love, and at her request repeated the 
following verses, which indeed my love for Narcissa 
had inspired. 

ON CELIA, 

PLAYINO ON THE HARPSJrHORD AND 8XNOINO. 
When Sappho struck the quiv’ring wire, 

The throbbing breast was all on lire : 

And, when she rais’d the vocal lay, 

Tlie captive soul was charm’d away. 

But had the nymph possess’d with these, 

Thy softer, chaster power to please : 

Thy beauteous air of sprightly youth, 

Thy native smiles of artless truth ; 

The worm of grief had never prey’d 
On the forsaken love-sick maid : 

Nor had she mourn’d an hapless flame, 

Nor dash’d on rocks her tender frame. 

My mistress paid me a cold compliment on my 
versification, which, she said, was elegant enough. 

G 2 
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but tlie subject beneath the pen of a true poet, 
was extremely nettled at her indifference, and look( 
at Narcissa, who by this time had joined us, for Ik 
approbation ; but she declined giving her opinio 
protesting she was no judge of these matters ; sc 
that 1 was forced to retire, very much })alked in 
my expectation, which was generally a little to( 
sanguine. In the afternoon, however, the waiting- 
maid assixred me that Narcissa had expressed lie 
approbation of my performance with great warmth, 
and desired her to procure a copy of it, as for herself 
that she (Narcissa) might have an opjiort unity t( 
peruse it at jileasure. I was elated to an extravagant 
pitch at this intelligence, and immediately transcribed 
a fair copy of my ode, which was carried to the dear 
charmer, together with another on the same subject, 
as follows : — 

Thy fatal shafts unerring: move, 

I bow bifore thine altar, Love 1 

1 iVel thy soft resistless flame 

Glide swift through all my vital frame ! 

For while I gaze, my bosom glows, 

My blood in tides impetuous flows ; 

Hope, tear, and joy altiTiiate roll. 

And floods of transport whelm my soul ' 

My falt’ring tongue attempts in vain, 

In soothing murmurs to complain , 

My tongue some secret magic ties, 

My murmurs sink in broken sighs ! 

Condemn’d to nurse eternal care, I 

And ever drop the silent tear, 

Unheard 1 mourn, unknown I sigh, ' 

Unfriended live, unpitj'd die ! 

Whether or not Narcissa discovered my passion, 

1 could not learn from her behaviour, which, though 
always benevolent to me, was henceforth more 
reserved and less cheerful. While my thoughts 
aspired to a sphere so far above me, I had un- 
M'ittingly made a conquest of the cook -wench and 
dairy-maid, who became so jealous of each other, 
that, if their sentiments had been refiii(‘d by edu- 
cation, it is probable one or other of them would 
have had recourse to poison or steel to be avenged 
of her rival ; but, as their minds were happily adapted 
to tlieir humble station, their mutual enmity was 
confined to scolding and fisty-cuffs, in which ex- 
ercises they were both well skilled. My good fortune 
did not long remain a secret ; for it was disclosed 
by the frequent broils of these heroines, who kept 
no decorum in their encounters. The coachman 
and gardener, who paid their devoirs to my ad- 
mirers, each to his respective choice, alarmed at 
my success, laid their heads togellier, in order to 
concert a plan of revenge ; and the former having 
been educated at the academy at 'rottenham Court, 
undertook to challenge me to single combat. Tie 
accordingly, with many opprobrious invectives, 
bade me defiance, and offered to box me for twenty 
guineas. I told him, that, although I believed 
myself a match for him, even at that work, 1 would 
not descend so far below the dignity of a gentleman 
as to fight like a porter ; hut if he had any thing to 
say to me, I was his man at blunderbuss, musket, 
pistol, sw ord, hatchet, spit, cleaver, fork, or needle ; 
nay, 1 swore, that, should he give his tongue any 
more saucy liberties at my expense, I would crop 
his ears without any ceremony. This rhodomontade, 
delivered with .a stem countenance and resolute 
tone, had the desired effect upon my antagonist, 
who, with some confusion, sneaked off, and gave 
his friend an account of his reception. The story 
taking air among the servants, procured for me the 
title of Gentleman J ohn, with which 1 was some- 


times honoured, even by my nustress and Narcissa, 
who had been informed of the whole affair by th*- 
chambermaid. In the mean time, the rival (jucans 
expressed their passion by all the ways in their 
power : the cook entertained me with choice bits, 
the dairy-maid with stroakings; the first would 
often encourage me to discover myself by com- 
plimenting me u])on my courage and learning, and 
observing, thafc if she had a husband like me, 
to maintain order, and keep accounts, she could 
make a great deal of money by setting up an 
eating-house at London, for gentlemen’s servants 
on hoard wages. Th(‘ other courted my affection, 
by showing her own importance, and telling me, 
that many a substantial farmer in the neighbour- 
hood would be glad to marry her ; but she was 
resolved to please her eye, if she should plague 
her heart. TJien she would launch out into the 
praise of my proper person, and say, she was sure I 
would make a good husband, for 1 was very good- 
latured. 1 began to he uneasy at the iniportunities of 
liese inamoratas, wliom, at another time, perliai)s, 

' might have pleased Mdth out the disagreeable sauee 
d‘ matrimony; hut at present my whole soul was 
■ngrossed by Narcissa, and I could not hear the 
hoiights of doing any thing derogatory of the 
lassion I entertaiued for her. 


CHAPTER XLI. 

'farcissa being in Danger fiom the Brutality of Sir Timotliy, 
i8 rescued bv me, who revenge myself on my Jlival— - 
I declare my Passion, and retreat to the Sea side — Am 
surrounded by Smugglers, ami carried to Boulogne — Find 
my Uncle, Lieutenant Bowling, in great distress, and 
relieve him — Our Conversation. 

\t certain intervals, my ambition would revive ; 
would des|)ise myself for my tame resignation to 
iiy sordid fate, and revolve an hundred sehenies 
)r assuming the ehanicter of a gentleman, to which 
thought myself entitled by birth and education, 
n these fruitless suggestions time stole away un- 
•ereeived, and 1 had already remained eight months 
II the station of a footman, wlien an accident hap- 
lencd that put an end to my servitude, and for the 
resent banished all hopes of succeeding in my love. 
Narcissa w’^entoiie day to visit Miss Thicket, wlio 
ved with her brother, within less than a mile of 
ur house, and was persuaded to walk home in tlie 
ool of the evening, aceompanied by Sir Timothy, 
ho having a good deal of the brute in him, was 
istigated to use some unbecoming familiarities 
ith her, encouraged by the solitariness of a field 
iroiigh w'hicli they passed. The lovely creature 
a*i iiie(*rised at his rude behaviour, for whicli she 
eproached him in such a manner, that he lost all 
egard to decency, and aetmilly offered violence to 
lis pattcni of innocence and beauty. But Heaven 
irould not suffer so much goodness to he violated ; 
nd sent me, who, passing by accident near the 
lace, was alarmed with her cries, to her succour. 
lYhat were the emotions of my soul when I beheld 
Varcissa, almost sinking beneath the brutal force 
•f this satyr ! 1 flew like lightning to her rescue, 
nd he perceiving me, quitted his prey, and drew 
lis hanger to chastise my presumption. My indig- 
latioii w^as too high to admit one thought of fear : 
o that, rushing uj)on him, I struck his weapon out 
f his hand, and used my cudgel so successfully, 
hat he fell to the ground, and lay, to all appearance, 
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•without sense. Then I turned to Narcissa, who 
had swooned^ and sitting down by her, gently 
raised )u*r head, and supported it on my bosom, 
while, with my hand around her waist, 1 kept her in 
that position. My soul was thrilled with tumultuous 
joy at feeling the object of my dearest wishes 
within ray arms ; and while she lay insensible, I 
could not refrain from applying my cheek to hers, 
and ravishing a kiss. In a little time, the blood 
began to revisit her face ; she opened her enchant- 
ing eyes, and having recollected her late situation, 
said, witli a look full of tender acknowledgment, 
“ Dear John, I am eternally obliged to you!’* So 
saying, she made an effort to rise, in which 1 assisted 
her, and she proceeded to the house, leaning upon 
me all the way. 1 was a thousand times tempted by 
this opportunity to declare my passion, but the 
dread ^’disobliging her restrained my tongue. We 
had not moved an hundred j)aces from the scene of 
lier distress, when I perceived Sir 'rimothy rise and 
walk homeward ; a circumstance, which, though it 
gave me some satisfaction, inasmuch as I thereby 
knew I had not killed him, tilled me with just aj>pre- 
hension of his resentment, which I found myself in 
no condition to withstand; especially when 1 con- 
sidered liis intimacy with our squire, to whom 1 
knew he could justify himself for what he had 
done, by imputing it to his love, and desiring his 
brother Jlruin to take the same liberty with his 
sisler, without any fear of offence. When we 
arrived at the house, Narcissa assured me, she 
would exert all her influence in protecting me 
fi-om the revenge of Thicket, and likewise engage 
her aunt in my favour. At the same time, pulling 
out her purse, offered it as a small consideration 
for the service 1 had done her. But I stood too 
much upon the punctilios of love, to incur the least 
suspicion of being mercenary, and refused the 
present, by saying, I had merited nothing b} barely 
doing my duty. She seemed astonished at my dis- 
interestedness, and blushed : 1 fell the same suff’ii- 
sion, and, wdth a downcast eye and broken accent, 
told her, 1 had one rcipiest to make, which if her 
generosity would gi’ant, I should think myself fully 
recompensed for an age of misery. She changed 
colour at this preamble, and, with great confusion, 
replied, she hoped my good sense would hinder me 
from asking any thing she was bound in honour to 
refuse, and therefore bade me signify my desire, 
r pon w hich 1 kneeled, and begged to kiss her hand. 
She immediately, with an averted look, stretched it 
out; I imprinted on it an ardent kiss, and bathing 
it with my tears, cried, “Dear Madam, I am an 
unfortunate gentleman, and love you to distraction, 
but would have died a thousand deaths rather than 
make this declaration under such a servile ai)p(‘ar- 
ance, w'ere I not d(‘termined to yield to tlie rigour 
of my fate, to fly from your bewitching presence, 
and bury my presumptuous passion in eternal 
silence.” With these w^ords I rose and went away, 
before she could recover her spirits so far as to 
make any reply. JNly first care was to go and con- 
sult Mrs. Sagely, with whom I had maintained a 
friendly correspondence ever since I left her house. 
AVhen she understood iny situation, the good wumiaii, 
with real concern, condoled me on my unhappy 
fate, and aj)prove(l of my resolution to leave the 
country, as being j)erfectly well ac<]uainl(‘d with 
the barbarous disf)osition of my rival, “avIio by 
this time,” said she, “has no d(uibl ni(‘ditated a 
scheme of revenge. Indeed J cannot sec how \ou 
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will be able to elude his vengeance; being himself 
in the commission, he will immediately grant war * 
rants for apprehending you ; and as almost all the 
people in this county are dependent on him or his 
friend, it will be impossible for you to find shelter 
among them. If you should be apprehended, he 
will commit you to jaol, where you may possibly 
languish in great misery till the next assizes, and 
then be transported for assaulting a magistrate.” 
While she thus warned me of my danger, we heard 
a knocking at the door, which threw us both into 
consternation, as, in all probability, it was occasioned 
by my pursuers : whereupon this generous old lad^, 
putting two guineas into my hand, with tears m 
her eyes, bade me for (iod’s sake to get out at the 
back door, and consult my safety as J^rovideucc 
should direct me. There was no time for deliber- 
ation. I follow'ed her advice, and escaped by the 
benefit of a dark night to the sea side, where, while 
J ruminated on my next excursion, I Avas all of a 
sudden surrounded by armed men, who, having 
bound my hands and feet, bade me make no noise, 
on pain of being shot, and carried me on board of a 
A'essel, w hich J soon perceived to he a smuggling 
cutter. This discovery gave me some satisfaction 
at first, because 1 eoncliidcd myself safe from the 
resenti^ent of Sir 'I'iinothy. But when 1 found 
myself in the hands of ruffians, who threatened to 
execute me for a spy, I would haA^e thought myself 
hapiiily quit for a year’s imprisonment, or even 
transportation. It was in A^aiu for me to protest 
my innocence. I could not persuade them that 1 
had taken a solitary Avalk to their haunt, at such 
an hour, merely for my OAAm amusement; and I 
did not think it my interest to disclose tlie true 
cause of my retreat, because I was afraid they 
Avould have made their peace with justice, 1)A sur- 
rendering me to the penalty of the Iuav. W’hat 
confirmed tlieir suspicion was, the appearance of a 
custom-house yacht, A^liich gaAT them chase, and 
hud AA ell nigh made a prize of the A^essel ; w hen 
they AAore delivered from their fears by a thick 
fog, which effectually screened them, and favoured 
tlicir arriA'al at Boulogne. But before they got out 
of sight of their pursuer, they held a council of 
Avar about me ; and some of the most ferocious 
among them would have throAvn me overboard, as 
a traitor who had betrayed them to their enemies ; 
hut others, more considerate, alleged, that, if they 
put me to death, and should afterwards betaken, 
they could expect no mercy from the legislaliirc, 
A\hich Avould nevTr pardon outlawry aggraAated Vy 
murder. It was therefore determined h} a jilurality 
of Aotes, that I should be set on shore in Trance, 
and left to find my passage hack to Knglaud as I 
should think proper, this being piinishmcut sulli- 
cient for the hare suspicion of a crime in itself not 
eaj)ital. Although this favourable determination 
gUAO me great pleasure, the apprehension of being 
robbed A\ouldnot suffer me to be perfectly at case, 
'lu jirovent this calamity, as soon as I was untied, 
in consequence of the foresaid decision, 1 tore a 
small hole in one of my stockings, into which 1 
dropped six guineas, reserving half a piece and 
some silver in iny pocket, that, finding something, 
they might not be tempted to make any further 
imjuiry. I’his was a very necessary precaution ; 
for when Ave came within sight of tlie Trench shore, 
one of the smugglers told me, I must piiA for my 
pa.ssagc. 'I'o this declaration I rcjdied, that my 
I pa.ssage was none of m> oavh seeking; therel’ore 
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they could not expect a reward from me for 
transporting me into a strange country by force. 

D — me !” said the outlaw, none of your palaver ; 
but let me see what money you have got.** So 
saying, he thrust his hand into my pocket without 
any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents. 
Then casting an eye at my hat and wig, which 
captivated his fancy, he took them off, and clap- 
ping his own on my head, declared, that a fair 
exchange was no robbery. 1 was fain to put up 
with the bargain, which was by no means favour- 
able to me ; and a little while after we went all on 
shore together. 

I resolved to take my leave of these desperadoes 
without much ceremony, when one of them cau- 
tioned me against appearing to their prejudice, if 
ever I returned to England, unless I had a mind to 
be murdered ; for which service, he assured me, 
the gang never wanted agents. I promised to ob- 
serve his advice, and departed for the Upper Town, 
where I inquired for a cabaret, or public-house, 
into which I went, with an intention of taking 
some refreshment. In the kitchen, five Dutch 
sailors sat at breakfast, with a large loaf, a firkin 
of butter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which 
they often applied to their mouths with great per- 
severance and satisfaction. At some distance 
from them 1 perceived another person in the same 
garb, sitting in a pensive solitai'y manner, enter- 
taining himself with a whiff of tobacco, from the 
stump of a pipe as black as jet. The appearance 
of distress never failed to attract my regard and 
compassion. I approached this forlorn tar with a 
view to offer him my assistance ; and, notwithstand- 
ing the alteration of dress, and disguise of a long 
beard, I discovered in him my long lost and la- 
mented uncle and benefactor, Lieutenant Bowling ! 
Good Heaven 1 what were the agitations of my soul, 
between the joy of finding again such a valuable 
friend, and the sorrow of seeing him in such a low 
condition I The tears gushed down iny cheeks : 1 stood 
motionless and silent for some time ; at length, 
recovering the use of speech, exclaimed, “ Gracious 
God ! Mr. Bowling !” My uncle no sooner heard 
his name mentioned, than he started up, crying 
with some surprise, “ Holloa 1” and after having 
looked at me steadfastly, without being able to re- 
collect me, said, “ Did you call me, brother ?’* I 
told him 1 had something extraordinary to commu- 
nicate, and desired him to give me the hearing for 
a few minutes in another room -, but he would by 
no means consent to this proposal, saying, “ Avast 
there, friend ; none of your tricks upon travellers ; 
if you have any thing to say to me, do it above 
ooard ; you need not be afraid of being overheard ; 
here are none who understand our lingo.’* 

Though I was loth to discover myself before 
company, I could no longer refrain from telling 
him I was his own nephew, Roderick Random. 
On this information, he considered me with great 
earnestness and astonishment, and recalling my 
features, which, though enlarged, were not entirely 
altered since he had seen me, came up, and shook 
me by the hand very cordially, protesting he was 
glad to see me well. After some pause, he went on 
thus ; “ And yet, my lad, I am sorry to see you 
under such colours ; the more so, as it is not in my 
power, at present, to change them for the better, 
times being very hard with me.” With these 
words, I could perceive a tear trickle down his fur- 
rowed cheeks, which affected me so much, that I 


wept bitterly. Imagining my sorrow was the effect 
of my own misfortunes, he comforted me, with 
observing, that life was a voyage in which we 
must expect to meet with all weathers ; sometimes 
it was calm, sometimes rough ; that a fair gale 
often succeeded a storm ; that the wind did not 
always sit one way, and that despair signified no- 
thing; but that resolution and skill were better 
than a stout vessel ; for why ? because they require 
no carpenter, and grow stronger the more labour 
they undergo. I dried up my tears, which 1 as- 
sured him were not shed for my own distress, but 
for liis, and begged leave to accompany him into 
another room, where we could converse more at 
our ease. There I recounted to him the unj^enerous 
usage I had met with from Potion ; at which rela- 
tion he started up, stalked across the room three or 
four times in a great hurry, and, grasping his cud- 
gel, cried, “ I would I were alongside of him — 
that’s all — I would I were alongside of liim !” T 
then gave him a detail of all my adventures and 
sufferings, which affected liim more than 1 could 
have imagined ; and concluded with telling him 
that Captain Oakum was still tilive, and that he 
might return to England when he would to solicit 
his affairs, without danger or molestation. He was 
wonderful 1)" j»leased with this piece of information, 
of which, however, he said he could not at present 
avail himself, for w'ant of money to pay his passage 
to l^ondon. This objection 1 soon removed, by 
putting five guineas into his hand, and telling him, 

1 thought myself extremely hap])y in having an 
opportunity of manifesting my gratitude to him in 
his necessity. But it was with the utmost difficulty 
I could prevail upon him to accept of twm, wliich 
he affirmed were more than sufficient to defray the 
necessary expense. Aff er this friendly contest w as, 
over, he proposed we should have a mess of some- 
thing : “ Eor,” said he, “ it has been banyan-day 
with me a great while. You must know 1 was 
shipwrecked five days ago, near a place called 
Lisieiix, in company with those Dutchmen w^ho are 
now drinking below ; and having but little money 
w hen 1 came ashore, it was soon spent, because I 
let them have share and share while it lasted. 
Howsomever, 1 should have remembered the old 
saying, Every hog his oivn apple: for when they 
found my hold unstowed, they went all hands to 
shooling and begging, and because 1 would not 
take a spell at the same duty, refused to give me 
the least assistance ; so that 1 have not broke bread 
these two days.” I was shocked at the extremity 
of his distress, and ordered some bread, cheese, and 
wine to be brought immediately, to allay his hun- 
ger, until a fricassee of chickens could be prepared. 
When he had recruited his spirits with this homely 
fare, I desired to know the particulars of his pere- 
grination, since the accident at Cape Tiberoon; 
which were briefly these : the money he had about 
him being all spent at Port Louis, the civility and 
hospitality of the French cooled to such a degree, 
that he was obliged to list on board of one of their 
king’s ships as a common foremast man, to prevent 
himself from starving on shore. In this situation 
he continued two years, during which time he had 
acquired some knowledge of their language, and 
the reputation of a good seaman : the ship he be- 
longed to was ordered home to France, where she 
w^ laid up, as imfit for service, and he was re- 
ceived on board of one of Monsieur D’Antin’s 
squadron, in quality of quarter-master; which 
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o£5ce lie performed in a yoyage to the West Indies, 
where they engaged with our ship as before related ; 
but his conscience upbraiding him for serving the 
enemies of his country, he quitted the ship at the 
same place where he first listed, and got to Curacoa 
in a Dutch vessel ; there he bargained with a skip- 
per bound to Europe, to work for his passage to 
lIollan(^ from whence he was in hopes of hearing 
from his friends in England ; but was cast away, 
as he mentioned before, on the Erench coast, and 
must have been reduced to the necessity of tra- 
velling on foot to Holland, and begging for his 
subsistence on the road, or of entering on board of 
another Erench man-of-war, at the hazard of being 
treated as a deserter, if Providence had not sent 
me to his succour. “ And now, my lad,” continued 
he, “ I think I shall steer my course directly to 
London, where I do not doubt of being replaced, 
and of liaving the R taken off me by the Lords of 
the Admiralty, tp whom I intend to write a petition, 
setting forth my case. If I succeed, I shall have 
wherewithal to give you some assistance, because, 
when 1 left the ship, 1 had two years’ pay due to 
me: tlierefore I desire to know whither you are 
bound ; and besides, perliaps, I may have interest 
enough to procure a ’warrant appointing you sur- 
geon’s mate of the ship to wdiich 1 shall belong. 
Eor the beadle of the Admiralty is my good friend ; 
and he and one of the under-clerks are sworn bro- 
thers, and that under-clerk has a good deal to say 
with one of the upper clerks, who is very well 
known to the under secretary, -who upon his re- 
commendation, I hope will recommend ray affair to 
the first secretary ; and he again will speak to one 
of the lords in ray behalf ; so that you see I do not 
want friends to assist me on occasion — as for the 
fellow, Crampley, tho’f 1 know him not, 1 am sure 
he is neither seaman, nor officer, by what you have 
told me, or else he could never be so much mis- 
taken in his reckoning, as to run the ship on shore 
on the coast of Sussex, before he believed himself 
in soundings; neither, when that accident hap- 
pened, would he have left the ship until she had 
been stove to pieces, especially when the tide 
was making ; wherefore, by this time, I do suppose 
he has been tried by a court-martial, and executed 
for his cowardice and misconduct.” 1 could not 
help smiling at the description of ray uncle’s lad- 
der, by which he proposed to clunb to the attention 
of the Hoard of Admiralty ; and though I knew 
the world too well, to confide in such dependence 
rayselfi I w'ould not discourage him with doubts ; 
but asked if he had no friend in London, who would 
advance a smjill sum of money to enable him to 
dppear as lie ought, and make a small present to 
the under secretary, who might possibly despatch 
his business the sooner on that account. He 
scratched his head, and, after some recollection, 
replied, “ Why, yes, I believe Daniel Whipcord the 
ship-chandler in Wapping would not refuse me 
such a small matter. 1 know I can have what cre- 
dit I want, for lodging, liquor, and clothes : but as 
to money I won’t be positive : had honest Block 
been living, I should not have been at a loss.” I 
was heartily sorry to find a worthy man so destitute 
of friends, when he had su«h need of them ; and 
looked upon my own situation as less miserable 
than his, because 1 was better acquainted witli the 
selfishness and roguery of mankind, consequently 
less liable to disappointment and imposition. 


CHAPTER XLH 

He takes his Passage in a Cutter for Deal— We are accosted 
by a Priest, who proves to be a Scotchman— His Profession 
of Friendship— He is affronted by the Lieutenant, who 
afterwards appeases him by Submission — My Uncle em- 
barks — I am introduced by a Priest to a Capuchin, in 
whose Company I set out for Paris— The Character of my 
Fellow Traveller— An Adventure on the Road— I am 
shocked at his Behaviour. 

When our repast was ended, we walked down to 
the harbour, where we found a cutter that was to 
sail for Deal in the evening, and Mr. Bowling 
agreed for his passage. In the mean time, we 
sauntered about the town to satisfy our curiosity, 
our conversation turning on the subject of my 
designs, which were not as yet fixed : neither can 
it be supposed that my mind was at ease, when I 
found myself reduced almost to extreme poverty, 
in the midst of foreigners, among whom I had not 
one acquaintance to advise or befriend me. My 
uncle was sensible of my forlorn condition, and 
pressed me to accompany him to England, where 
he did not doubt of finding some sort of provision 
for me: but, besides the other reasons I had for 
avoiding that kingdom, I looked upon it, at this 
time, as the worst country in the universe for a 
lioncst man to live in ; and therefore determined to 
remain in France, at aU events. I 'w^as confirmed 
in this resolution, by a reverend priest, who passing 
by at this time, and overhearing us speak English, 
accosted us in the same language, telling us, he 
was our countryman, and wishing it might be in 
his power to do us any service. We thanked this 
grave person for his courteous offer, and invited him 
to drink a glass with us, which he did not think 
proper to refuse, and we went altogether into a 
tavern of his recommending. After having drank 
to our healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he 
began to inquire into our situation, particularly the 
place of our nativity, which we no sooner named, 
than he started up, and wringing our hands with 
great fervour, shed a flood of tears, crying, “I 
come from the same part of the country I perhaps 
you are my own relations.” 1 was on my gua^ 
against his caresses, which I suspected very much, 
when 1 remembered the adventure of the money- 
dropper ; but, without any appearance of diffidence, 
observed, that tis he was bom in that part of the 
country, he must certainly know our families, 
which, howsoever mean our present appearance 
might be, were none of the most obscure or incon- 
siderable. Then I discovered our names, to which 
I found he was no stranger: he had kno'wn my 
grandfatlier personally; and, notwithstanding an 
absence of fifty years from Scotland, recounted so 
many particulars of the families in the neighbour- 
hood, that my scruples were entirely removed, and 
1 thought myself happy in his acqiudntance. In 
the course of our conversation, I disclosed my 
condition without reserve, and displayed my talents 
to such advantage, that the old father looked upon 
me with admiration, and assured me, that if I stayed 
in France, and listened to reason, 1 could not fail of 
making my fortune, to which he would contribute 
all in his power. 

My uncle began to be jealous of the priest’s in- 
sinuation, and very abruptly declared, that, if ever 
1 should renounce my religion, he would break off 
all connexion and correspondence with me ; for it 
was his opinion, that no honest man would swerve 
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from the principles in which he was bred, whether 
Turkisli, Protestant, or Homan. The father, af- 
fronted at this declaration, with great veheiiicnee 
began a long discourse, setting fortli the danger of 
obstinacy, and shutting one's eyes against the light : 
he said, that ignorance would be no ])lea towards 
justification, when we had oiiportunities of being 
better informed ; and that, if the minds of people 
had not been open to conviction, the christi.in re- 
ligion could not have been propagated in the world ; 
and we should now he in a stale of l*agau darkness 
and barbarity. He endeavoured to prove, by some 
texts of Scripture, and many quota! ions from the 
fathers, that the Pope was the successor of St. 
IVter, and vicar of Jesus Christ ; that the church 
of Koine was the true holy catholic church ; and 
that the Protestant faith was an impious heresy and 
damnable schism, by -which many millions of souls 
would suffer everlasting perdition. When he had 
finished this sermon, -wdiich I thought he pro- 
nounced with more zeal than discretion, he ad- 
dressed himself to my uncle, and desired to know' 
his objections to what had been said, 'fhe lieu- 
tenant, whose attention had been wholly engrossed 
by his own affairs, took the pipe out of his mouth, 
and replied, “ As for me, friend, d'ye see, I have no 
objection to what you say ; it may be either true 
or false for what I know ; I meddle with uobodCs 
affairs but my own ; the gunner to his linstock, 
and the steersman to the helm, as the sa^ ing is. I 
trust to no creed but the compass, and do unto 
every man as 1 w ould be done by ; so that 1 defy 
the Poi)e, the Devil, and the Pretender ; ami hope 
to be saved as well as another.” This association 
of persons gave great offence to the friar, who 
protested, in a mighty passion, that, if Mr. Howling 
had not been his coimtryman, he would hav e caused 
him to be imprisoned for his insolence. J ventured 
to disapprove of my uncle’s rashness, and appeased 
the old gentleman, by assuring him, there was no 
offence intended by my kinsman, wdio, by this time, 
sensible of his error, shook the injured part} by 
the hand, and asked pardon for the freedom he had 
taken. Matters being amicably compromised, be 
invited us to come and see him in the afternoon at 
the convent to which he belonged, and took his 
leave for the present ; when my uncle recommended 
it strongly to me to persevere in the religion of my 
forefathers, whatever advantages I miglit propose 
to myself by a change, whicli could not fail of 
disgracing myself, and dishonouring my family. 1 
assured him, no consideration should induce me to 
forfeit his friendship and good opinion on that 
score ; at which assurance he discovered great 
satisfaction, and put me in mind of dinner, whicdi 
we immediately bespoke, and, w'heii it was ready, 
ate together. 

I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottisli 
priest, if properly managed, might turn out to my 
advantage, and therefore resolved to cultivate it as 
much as I could. With this view w'e visited him 
at his convent, according to his invitation, where 
he treated us wdth wine and sweetmeats, and show'ed 
us every thing that was remarkable in the monas- 
tery. Having been thus entertained, we took our 
leave, though not before I had jiroiiiised to see him 
next day ; and the time fixed for my uncle’s em- 
barking being come, 1 acconifianied Iiirii to the 
harbour, and saw him on board. We jiarted not 
without tears, after we had embraced, and wislied 
one another all manner of prosperity ; and he en- 


treated me to w'rite to him often, directing to J.icTj- 
tenant Howling, at the sign of the Union Plug, 
near the Hcmiitage, London. 

1 returned to the liouse in which we had met, 
wliere 1 passed the night in a ver} solitary niannei', 
refieeting on the severity of my fate, and eudea- 
vouring to jirojeet some likely .sclii'ine of life lor 
the future ; but my invention failed me ; J saw 
nothing but insurmountable diinculties in my ANa\, 
and w'as ready to despair at the miserable prospei 1 1 
That I might not, however, iiegh'Ct anj iirohalile 
means, J got u]> in the morning, ami went dinvtl \ to 
tile father, whose advice ami assistance I inq)lore(i. 
He received me very kindly, and ga\<* me to undi r- 
stand, lliat there was one way of life in wlneli a 
person of my talents could not fail of making a 
great figure. 1 guess<‘d his meaning, and told him 
once for all, I was fully determined against any al- 
teration ill point of religion, therefore, if l)i> pio- 
posal regarded the ehureh, he mijflit save himself 
the trouble of explaining it. He shook bis lic:jfk 
and sighed, sa} ing, “Ah I son, sou, w hat a gloi ions 
prospect is here sjunled, by your stubborn prejudice! 
SiitTer yourself to be persuaded by reason, and 
consult y our temporal welfare, as w'ell as tJie eon- 
cerus of your etiTual soul. 1 can, by my interest 
procure your admission as a n;)^iciate iuto this 
consent, where I will superintend and direct you 
with a truly ])aterna I affection.'’ Tlien lu' launched 
out into the praist's of a nionastie life, which no 
noise disturbs, no cares molest, and no danger in- 
vades; wliore the heart is weaned from carnal 
attachments, the grosser ap])etites subdued and 
chastised, and the sold wafted to divine regions of 
philo.sojihy^ and truth, on the wings of studious 
contemplation. Hut his eloqneru'i* was lost upon 
me, whom two considerations enabled to withstand 
his temptations ; namely, my promise to my iinele, 
and my' aversion to an ecclesiastical lilc ; for, 
as to the difi'crence of religion, 1 lookcil upon it as 
a thing of too small moment to come in competi- 
tion with a man's fortune. Fiiuliiig im* immoiable 
Dll this head, he told me he vias more sorry than 
offended at my non-eomjilianee, and still ready to 
employ his good offices lu my behalf. “ The same 
erroneous maxims,” said he, “that obstruet your 
[iromotion in tlic ehureh, will infallibly' prevent 
your advancement in the army; but if you can 
brook the condition of a servant, I am acquainted 
with some people of rank at Versailles, to wlioni I 
can give you letters of recommendation, that you 
may be entertained by some one of them in quality 
of re d'Juttel ; and 1 do not doubt tliat your 
(pialifieutioiis will soon entitle you to a better ])r<v 
vision.” 1 embraced liis offer w ith great eagerness ; 
and he appointed me to come back in tlu* afternoon, 
wlieii he w'ould not only give me letters, but like- 
wi.se iiitroduee me to a eapuebin of bis aequaiiitaiice, 
who intended to set out for Haris next inorning, in 
whose company i might travel, without being at 
the expense of one livre during the wliole journey. 
"J’liis jiiece of good new'S gave me infinite pleasure; 

1 acknowledged my obligation to the benevolent 
father, in the most grateful expressions; and he 
performed his ])romise to a tittle, in delivering the 
letters, and making me acquainted with the ciqm- 
chiii, with whom I departed next morning by break 
of day. 

It was not long before T discovered my' fellow- 
traveller to be a merry facetious fellow, who, iiot- 
w'ithsianding his profession and appearance of 
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mortificatloTi, loved good eating and drinking better 
than his rosary, and paid more adoration to a pretty 
ffirl than to the Virgin Mary, or St. (ienevieve. 
He was a thiek brawny >oung man, with red eye- 
llrowK, a liook nose, a face covered willi Ireekh 
and his name was Krere Ikilthazar. Jlis order did 
not j)ennit him to wear linen, so that, having 
little occasion to undress himself’ he was none of 
the cleanliest animals in the wwld ; and his con- 
stitution was naturally so strongly seented, that J 
alw ays thought it convenient tokeeptotln* windivard 
of him in our march. As he >as perfectly well 
known on the road, we fared snniptuously without 
any cost, and the liitigue of onr journey was mueh 
alleviated by the good humour of my eompanion, 
who sung an infinite nuniher of catches on the 
snhje<*ts of love and wdiie. V\’e took uf) our lodging 
the first niglit at a peasant's house not far from 
.Ahheville, where w'(‘ were entertained with an ex- 
celh'iit ragout, cooked by our landlord’s d:iiiglil(*rs, 
one of wliom was very handsome. After having 
eaten heartily, and drank a sufficient quantity of 
small wine, w’e were eoiidueled to a barn, wliere 
we found a eoiqile of car]K*ts sjiread iqion clean 
straw for onr reception. We bad not lain in this 
situation above half an Iioiir, wln-n avc heard 
sonu'hody knock softly at the door, upon Avhich 
Halt bazar got up, and let in our host’s two daugh- 
ters, wlio wanteil to have some private conversation 
with him in the dark; when the\ had whisjiered 
togetlier for sonu* time, the i-apuehin came to me, 
and asked if I was insiuisible to love, and so hard 
Iiearted as to refuse a share of my bed to a pretty 
maid, who had a tnidrv for me? 1 must own, to 
ni\ shame, tliat 1 suffered myself to ht* overcome 
by my passion, and with great eagerness seized the 
oeeusion, when 1 understood the amiable Nainqte 
v\as to he iny bedfellow. In vain did iny reason 
suggest the respect that I ow'ed to niv dear niis- 
tre^s Xarcissa; the idea of that lovelv eharnuT 
la.her increased than aihued the h'rment of mv 
spirits; and the young jia^sanne had no reason 
to conqilain of my reinemhranee. Karly in the 
morning, tin* kind ereatures left ns to our repose, 
which lasted till eight oVIoek, when we got up, 
and were treated at breakfast with chocolate and 
l\ait dc vii\ by our paramours, of whom we took a 
tender leave, after my com])anion liad confessed 
and given them absolution. While we proceeded 
on our journey, the conversation turned iqion the 
iiight'.s adventure, being introduced by the capii- 
elini, who asked me how 1 liked my lodging: I 
declared my satisfaction, and talked in rapture of 
the agreeable Nanette; at which he shook his 
head, and smiling, said, she was a viorrrau pour In 
/tonnr bouvhv. “ 1 never valued in v self,” eontinned 
lie, “upon any thing so iimeh as the conquest of 
Nanette; and, vanity apart, 1 have beim prettv 
fortunate in my amours.” This information slioekeil 
me not a little, as I was well eonvineed of his 
intimacy with her sister ; and though I did not 
care to tax him witli dowmriglit ine(‘st, 1 ]>rofes.se<l 
njy astonishment at his last night’s choice, w hen, 1 
^pposed, the other was at Ins devotion. To this 
he answered, that, besides his natural eom- 
Baisanee to the sex, he bad anotluT reason to 
fistribute his favours equally between them, namely, 
to preserve ])eace in the family, which could not 
otherwrise be maintained ; that, moreover, Nanette 
had conceived an affection for me, and he loved 
her too well to baulk her inclination ; more espe- 


cially wlnm he had an opportunity of obliging his 
frieinl at the same time. I thanked him for this 
instance of liis friendship, though I was extremely 
disgusted at his vvant of delicacy, and cursed the 
occasion that threw me in his way. Libertine as 1 
WMS, J could not hear to see a man behave so w'ide 
of tile character he assumed : I looked upon him as 
a pensoii of very little worth or honesty, and should 
have even kept a wary eye upon my pocket, if 1 
had thought lie could have any teinjitution to steal. 
Hut ! could not conceive the use of money to a 
capuchin, who is obliged, by the rules of his order, 
to appear Iik(* a lieggar, and enjo}S all otlier 
necessaries of life gratis; besiilcs, my fellow- 
travt'ller seeiiKMlto he of a eonqilexion too careless 
and sanguine to give me any aiiprehension on tluit 
score; so that! jirocfcded with great eoiifideius*, 
ill exjieetatioii of’ being soon at my journey’s end. 


(IIAPTER XLIIJ. 

\W at a TTnii«;c in'ar Annens, where 1 am robt)ed by 

llie C.ii)uetiin, who ese.ipes while 1 am asleep— I to 
Ko\onh m search of him, but without svucess— Mahe my 
Coiulition known to several People, hut find no Iteliol — 
(Jrow (lesper.ite— Joina Comiianj of Soldiers— I'.nlist in the 
lleyiiueiil ol Piearilj — 'Ac are ordeieil into Oerniaiij— 1 
liiiil lUe I’atif'ues ol the March almost intolerable— fiu.irrel 
With my ('oinrade in a Depute about Polities He dial- 
k M;•e^ me to the F itkl, wounds and disarms me. 

The tliird night of our pilgrimage we passed at a 
house near Amiens, where Halthazar being un- 
.Tiown, we suppl'd upon indifferent fare, and sour 
wine, and were lain to in a garret, upon an old 
nattrass, vibieli, 1 believe, bad been in the pos- 
session of tell thousand mvnads of fleas time out 
if mind. We did not invade tlieir territory with 
impunity . in less tiiaii a minute we vyere attacked 
hv stings i 11 mime ruble ; m sjute of whieii, however, 
«e f’eirfast aslenp, being e\ees‘;ively fatigued with 
)ur dav ’s iiuireli, and did not wake till nine next 
noriiiiig. when seeing nt} self alone, I started iip in 
1 terrible friuht, and examining mv luiekets, found 
nv presagiilg fear too true! My ertnqianion had 
nude free with m\ cash, and lelt me to seek my 
way to Paris bv myself! 1 ran dovyn stairs inime- 
[liately ; and v\ itb a look litll of grief and amuze- 
neiit, inquired for the mendicant, who, thev gave 
neto understand, liad set out four hours before, 
ifter having told them, I was a little n.clKM'Osed, 
ind desired 1 might not be disturbed, but lie 
iiformed when 1 should awake that lie liad taki'ii 
he road to Novons, v\hiTe he would wait lor my 
.’omiiig at tlie C'oij d't h\ 1 spoke not a viord, but 
kvith a beav} heart d.reeteil my course U» tiuit 
'lace, at which 1 avriv’cd in the alteriiooii, fainting 
rtitli weariness and liungi'r; but learned, to mv 
tter eoiifusioii, that no sueli jicrson bad beeu 
liere! It was li:i})]>y for me that I had a good deal 
)f resentment in iiiv eoiistitnlion, v\ Inch animated 
lie on such oeeasionsagainst the v illaiiy of mankind, 
ind enahlrd me to b(‘ar misfortunes otherwise 
iitolerabh' Hoilingwitli indignation, I discovered 
o the host my d<‘plorable condition, and iiiveigbcd 
ivith great bitternc'-s against the treaebery of Hal- 
hazaf ; at w hieli be shruggc'd up bis shoulders, and, 
,\i(h a jieeuiiar grimace in his eounteiiaiiee, said, 
le was sorry for mv misfortune; but there was 
lo remedy iiki* patience. At tliat instant soine 
iiests arrived, to whom he hastened to ofier bis 



90 


THE ADVENTUEES OE 


gervice, leaving me mortified at his indifference, 
and fully persuaded that an innkeeper is the same 
sordid animal all the world over. While I stood 
in the porch, forlorn and undetermined, venting 
ejaculations of curses against the thief who robbed 
me, and the old priest who recommended him to 
my friendship, a young gentleman richly dressed, 
attended by a valet de chambre and two servants 
in livery, arrived at the inn. I thought I per- 
ceived a great deal of sweetness and good nature in 
his countenance ; therefore he had no sooner alighted 
than I accosted him, and, in a few words, explained 
my situation: he listened with great politeness, 
and, when I had made an end of my story, said, 
“ Well, Monsieur, what would you have me to 
do?’* T was effectually abashed ,at this interroga- 
tion, which I believe no man of Cv^mon sense or 
generosity could make, and made no other reply 
than a low bow : he returned the compliment still 
lower, and tript into an apartment, while the land- 
lord let me know, that my standing there to inter- 
rupt company gave offence, and might do him 
infinite prejudice. lie had no occasion to repeat 
his insinuation; I moved from the place imme- 
diately ; and was so much transported with grief, 
anger, and disdain, that a torrent of blood gushed 
from my nostrils. In this ecstaey I quitted Noyons, 
and betook myself to the fields, where I wandered 
about lihe on(‘ distracted, till my spirits were quite 
exhausted, and I was obliged to throw myself down 
at the root of a tree, to rest my wearied limbs. 
Here my rage forsook me; I began to feel the 
importunate cravings of nature, and relapsed into 
silent sorrow, and melancholy reflection. 1 revolved 
all the crimes I had been guilty of, and found them 
so few and venial, that I could not comprehend the 
justice of that I’rovidencc, which, after having 
exposed me to so much wretchedness and danger, 
left me a prey to famine at last in a foreign country, 
where I had not one friend or acquaintance to close 
m^ eyes, and do the last offices of humanity to my 
miserable carcase. A thousand times 1 wished 
myself a bear, that I might retreat to woods and 
deserts, far from the hospitable haunts of man, 
where 1 could live by my own talents, independent 
of treacherous friends, and supercilious scorn. 

As 1 lay in this manner groaning over my hap- 
less fate, 1 heard the sound of a violin, and raising 
my head, perceived a company of men and women 
dancing on the grass at some distance from me. I 
looked upon this to be a favourable season for 
distress to attract compassion, when every selfish 
thought is banished, and the heart dilated with 
mirth and social joy; wherefore I got up and 
approached this happy people, whom 1 soon dis- 
covered to be a party of soldiers, with their wives 
and children, unbending and diverting themselves . 
at this rate, after the fatigue of a march. I had i 
never before seen such a parcel of scare-crows 
together, neither could I reconcile their meagre 
gaunt looks, their squalid and rugged attire, and 
every other external symptom of extreme woe, 
with this appearance of festivity. I saluted them, 
however, and was received with great politeness ; 
after which they formed a ring, and danced around 
me. This jollity had a wonderful effect upon iny 
spirits ! I was infected with their gaiety, and, in 
spite of my dismal situation, forgot my cares, and 
joined in their extravagance. When we had re- 
created ourselves a good while at this diversion, the 
ladies spread their manteaus on the ground, upon 


which they emptied their knapsacks of some onions, 
coarse bread, and a few flasks of poor wine. Being 
invited to a share of the banquet, 1 sat down with 
the rest, and in the whole course of my life never 
made a more comfortable meal. When our repast 
was ended, we got up again to dance ; and now 
that I found myself refreshed, I behaved to the 
admiration of everybody. 1 was loaded with a 
thousand compliments, and professions of friend- 
ship ; the men commended my person and agility, 
and the women were loud in praise of my donne 
grace ; the sergeant in particular expressed so much 
regard for me, and described the pleasures of a 
soldier’s life with so much art, that I began to 
listen to his proposal of enlisting me in the service; 
and the more I considered my own condition, the 
more I was convinced of the necessity I was under 
to come to a speedy determination. Having, there- 
fore, maturely weighed the circumstances pro and 
cow, I signified my consent, and was admitted into 
the regiment of l*icardy, said to be the oldest corps 
in Europe. The company to which this command 
belonged was quartered at a village not far off, 
whither we marched next day, and 1 was presented 
to my captain, who seemed very well pleased with 
my appearance, gave me a crown to drink, and 
ordered me to be accommodated with clothes, arms, 
and accoutrements. Then I sold my livery suit, 
purcliased linen, and, as 1 was at great pains to 
learn the exercise, in a very short time became a 
complete soldier. 

It was not long before we received orders to join 
several more regiments, and march with all expe- 
dition into Germany, in order to reinforce Mareschal 
Due de Noailles, who was then encampetf with his 
army on the side of the river Mayne, to watch the 
motions of the English, Hanoverians, Austrians, 
and Hessians, under the command of the Earl of 
Stair. We began our march accordingly, and then 
I became acquainted with that part of a soldier’s 
life to which I had been hitherto a stranger. It is 
impossible to describe the hunger and thirst I sus- 
tained, and the fatigue I underwent in a march of 
so many hundred miles ; during which 1 was so 
much chafed with the heat and motion of my limbs, 
that in a very short time the inside of my thighs 
and legs was deprived of skin, and I proceeded in 
the utmost torture. This misfortune 1 owed to the 
plumpness of my constitution, which 1 cursed, and 
envied the withered condition of my comrades, 
whose bodies could not sj)are juice enough to supply 
a common issue, and were indeed proof against all 
manner of friction. The continual pain I felt made 
me fretful, and my peevishness was increased by 
the mortification of my pride in seeing those mise- 
rable wretches, whom a hard gale of wind would 
have scattered through the air like chaff, bear those 
toils with alacrity, under which I was ready to sink. 

One day, wliile we enjoyed a halt, and the soldiers 
with their wives had gone out to dance, according 
to custom, my comrade stayed at home with me on 
pretence of friendship, and insulted me with his 
pity and consolation ! He told me, though 1 was 
young and tender at present, I would soon be 
seasoned to the service ; and he did not doubt but 
1 should have the honour to contribute in some 
measure to the glory of the king. “ Have courage, 
therefore, my child,” said he, “ and pray to the good 
God, that you may be as happy as I am, who have 
had the honour of serving Lewis the Great, and of re- 
ceiving many wounds in helping to establish his 
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glory.** When I looked upon the contemptible object 
that pronounced these words, I was amazed at the 
infatuation that possessed him ; and could not help 
expressing my astonishment at the absurdity of a 
rational being, who thinks himself highly honoured 
in being permitted to encounter abject poverty, 
oppression, famine, disease, mutilation, and evident 
death, merely to gratify the vicious ambition of a 
prince, by whom his sufferings were disregarded, 
and his name utterly unknown. I observed that, 
if his situation was the conse(|uence of compulsion, 
I would praise his patience and fortitude in bearing 
his lot ; if he had taken up arms in defence of his 
injured country, he was to be applauded for his 
patriotism ; or, if he had fled to this way of life as 
a refuge from a greater evil, he was justifiable in 
his own conscience, though I could have no notion 
of misery more extreme than that he suffered ; but 
to put his condition on the footing of conducing to 
the glory of his prince, was no more than professing 
himself a desperate slave, -who voluntarily under- 
went the utmost wretchedness and peril, anti com- 
mitted the most flagrant crimes, to soothe the 
barbarous pride of a fellow-creature, his superior 
in nothing but the jmwer he derived from the sub- 
mission of such wretches as him. The soldier was 
very much affronted at the liberty I took with his 
king, which he said nothing but my ignorance 
could excuse. He affirmed, that the characters of 
princes were sacred, and ought not to be profaned 
by the censure of their subjects, who were bound 
by their allegiance to obey their commands, of what 
nature soever, without scruple or repining; and 
advised me to oorrecd the rebellious principles I 
had imhihed among the English, who, for their in- 
solence to their kings, were notorious all over the 
world, even to a j)roverh. 

In vindication of my countrymen, I repeated all 
the arguments commonly used to prove that every 
man has a natural right to liberty ; that allegiance 
and i)rotection are reciprocal ; that, wlicn the 
muluul ti(‘ is broken by the tyranny of the king, he 
is accountable to the people for bis breach of con- 
tract, and subject to the penalty of the law ; and 
that those insurreetions of the I'.nglish, which are 
branded w ith the name of rebellion by the slaves 
of arbitrary pow er, were no other than glorious 
efforts to rescue that independence which was their 
birtliright, from the ravenous claws of usurping 
ambitioii. The Frenchman, provoked at the little 
deference 1 paid to the kingly name, lost all 
patience, and reproached me in such a manner that 
my temper forsook me, and T clenched my fist, 
with an intention to give him a hearty box on the 
ear. Ferceiving my design, he started back, and 
demanded a parley ; upon which I checked my in- 
dignation, and he gave me to understand that a 
Frenchman never forgave a blow ; therefore, if I 
was not weary of my life, I would do well to spare 
him that mortification, and do him the honour of 
measuring my sword with his, like a gentleman. I 
took his advice, and followx‘d him to a field hard 
by, where indeed I was ashamed at the pitiful 
figure of my antagonist, who was a poor, little, 
shivering creature, decrepit with age, and blind of 
one eye. Rut I soon found the folly of judging 
from appearances, being at the second pass wounded 
in the sword hand, and immediately disarmed with 
a jerk, that I thought the joint was dislocated. I 
was no less confounded than enraged at this event, 
especially as my adversary did not bear his success 


with all the moderation that might have been ex- 
pected ; for he insisted upon my asking pardon for 
affronting his king and him. This proposal I 
would by no means comply with, but told him it 
was a mean condescension, which no gentleman in 
his circumstances ought to propose, nor any in my 
situation ought to perform ; and that, if he persisted 
in his ungenerous demand, I would in my turn 
claim satisfaction with my musket, when we should 
be more upon a par than with the sword, of which 
he seemed so much master. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 

In order to be revcn{,^ed, I learn the Science of Defence — Wc 
join the Marcsclial Due tie Noaillcs — Are eng'agcd with the 
Allies at Dcttiiigeii, and put to Flight — The liehaviour of 
the French Soldiers on that occasion— I industriously seek 
another Combat with the old Gascon, and vanquish him in 
my turn — Our Regiment is put into Winter-quarters at 
llheims, where 1 find my friend Strap — Our Kecngnition — 
He supplies me with Money, and procures my Discharge — 
We take a Trip to Paris, from whence, by the way of 
Flanders, wc set out for London, where we safely arrive. 

He was disconcerted at this declaration, to which 
he made no reply, hut rejiaired to the dancers, 
among whom he recounted his victory, with many 
exaggerations and gasconades ; while 1, taking up 
my sword, went to my quarters, and examined my 
wound, which I found was of no consequence. The 
same day, an Irish drummer, having heard of my 
misfortune, visited me, and, after having condoled me 
on the chance of war, gave me to understand, that 
he was master of the sword, and would, in a very 
short time, instruct me so thoroughly in that noble 
science, that 1 should be able to chastise the old 
Gascon for his insolent boasting at my expense. 
This friendly office he proffered, on pretence of the 
regard he had for his countrymen ; hut I afterwards 
learned, the true motive was no other than a 
jealousy he entertained of a correspondence between 
the Frenchman and his w ife, which he did not think 
jiroper to resent in person. Be this as it will, 1 
accepted his offer, and practised his lessons with 
such ajiplication, that I soon believed myself a 
match for my conqueror. In the mean time, we 
continued our march, and arrived at the camp of 
Maresehal Noailles, the night before the battle of 
Dettingen. Notwithstanding the fatigue we had 
undergone, our regiment was one of those that w'ere 
ordered next day to cross the river, under the 
command of the J)uc de Gramont, to take posses- 
sion of a narrow defile, through which the Allies 
must of necessity have passed at a great dis- 
advantage, or remain where they were, and perish 
for want of provision, if they would not condescend 
to surrender at discretion. How they suffered 
themselves to be pent up in this manner, it is not 
my province to relate ; I shall only observe, that, 
when we had taken possession of our ground, I 
heard an old officer, in conversation with another, 
express a surprise at the conduct of Lord Stair, who 
had the reputation of a good general. But it seems, 
at this time, that nobleman was overruled, and 
only acted in an inferior character ; so that no part 
of the blame could he imputed to him, who declared 
his disapprobation of the step, in consequence of 
which the whole army was in the utmost danger ; 
but Providence or Destiny acted miracles in their 
behalf, by disposing the Due de Gramont to otut 
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his advantaj^eous post, pass the defile and attack 
the English, who were drawn up in order of battle 
on the plain, and who handled us so roughly, that, 
after having lost a great number of our men, we 
turned our backs without ceremony, and fled with 
such precipitation, that many hundreds perished in 
the river, through pure fear and confusion ; for the 
enemy was so gentjrous, that they di<l not pursue us 
one inch of ground ; and if our consternation would 
have ])ermitted, we might have retreated wifli great 
order and deliberation. Ilut, notwitlistan<iing the 
royal eleraemiy of the king of Great Rritain, w ho 
headed the Allies in person, and, no doubt, put a 
stop to tlie carnage, our loss amounted to .^>,0(K) men, 
among whom were many officers of distinction. 
f)ur miscarriage opened a passage for the foe to 
Ilanau, whither they immediately marched, I(‘aving 
tlu'ir sick and wounded in the care of the French, 
who next day took ])ossessiou of the field of battle, 
buried the dead, and treated the living with liu- 
iiuinity. This circumstance was a great consolation 
to us, wlm thence took occasion to claim tlie victory; 
and the genius of the French nation n<‘ver appearetl 
more conspicuous than now, in the rodomontades 
they uttered on the subject of their generosity and 
courag(‘. Every man, by his own account, per- 
formed feats that eclipsed all the heroes of antiquity. 
One compared himself to a lion retiring at leisure 
from his cowardly pursuers, wlio keep at a wary 
distance, and gall bini w'ith their darts. Another 
likened himself to a bear who retreats with bis face 
to the enemy, who dare not assail him ; and tin* 
third assumed the character of a desperate stag, 
that turns upon the hounds and kcejis them at bay. 
"Inhere was not a private soldier engaged, wiio had 
not, by the prowess of his single arm, demolished 
a whole platoon, or put a s(juadrou of horse to 
flight; and, among otliers, the meagre Gascon 
extolled liis exjdoits above those of Hercules or 
('harlemagne. As I still retained my resentment 
for the disgrace T siilfered in my last rencontre wdfh 
him, and, now that I thought myself qualified, 
longed for an ojiportunity to retrieve my honour, I 
magnified the valour of the JOnglish wdth all the 
h)j)erholes 1 could imagine, and decried the pusil- 
lanimity of the French in the same style, com i»aring 
tlii'in to liares flying before greyhounds, or mice 
pursued by eats ; and jiassed an ironical conqilimeiit 
on the speed he exerted in his flight, which, con- 
sidering his age and infirmities, I said was surprising, 
lie was stung to the (piiek by this sarcasm, and, 
with an air of threatening disdain hade me know 
myself better, and remember the correction J liad 
lately received from him for my ins(»lenee ; for lie 
might not always he in the huinonr of sparing a 
wretch who abused his goodness. To this inueiido 
1 made no reply, but a kick in the breech, which 
overturned him in an instant. He started up w ith 
wonderful agility, and, drawing his sword, attacked 
me with great fury. Several peojile interposed; 
hut when lie informed tliem of its being an affair 
of honour, they retired, and left ns to decide the 
battle by ourselves. 1 sustained his onset with 
little damage, having only received a small serateli 
on my right shoulder, and seeing liis brcatli and 
vigour almost exhausted, assaulti’d him in my turn, 
closed with him, and wrested his sword out of his 
hand in the struggle. Having thus acquired the 
victory, 1 desired him to beg his life ; to which 
demand he made no answer, Imt shrugged np his 
shoulders to his cars, expanded his hands elevated 


the skin on his forehead and eye-hrows, and 
depressed the corners of his mouth in such a 
manner, that J could scarce refrain from laughing 
aloud at his grotesque ajipearance. That J might, 
however, mortify his vanity, whicli trinmjdii'd 
without bounds over my misfortune, I thrust his 
sword up to the hilt in something (it w as not a 
tansy) that lay smoking on the plain, and joined 
the rest of the soldiers with an air of tranquillity 
and indifference. 

I’liere was nothing more of moment attempted 
hy either of the armies during the remaining part 
of the campaign, which being ended, the Kiiglish 
marched hack to the Netherlands ; part of onr army 
was dctachi'd to l^^rencli Flanders, and onr regiment 
ordered into winter-quarters in (ffiampagne. It 
was the fate of the grenadier company, to w Inch I 
now belonged, to lie at Rh(‘ims, where I found 
myself in the utmost w'ant of every thing ; my j)ay 
w hich ainoimt(‘il to fiv** sols a day, far from supply - 
ing me with necessaries, being scarce sufficient to 
procure a wretched subsistence, to keep soul and 
body togetluu* ; so tliat I was, hy hunger and liard 
duty, brought down to the meagre condition of ni}- 
fellow-soldiers, and my linen ri'dueed from three 
tolerable shirts to two pair of s]ee\es and necks, 
the bodies having been long ago converted into 
s])atterdashes ; and after all, 1 was better provided 
than any private man in the regiment. Jn this 
urgency of my affairs, I wrote to my uncle in 
Fngland, though my hopes from that (juarter were 
not at all sanguine, for the reasons I Inno already 
explained ; and, in the mean time, had recourse to 
my old remedy, patience, consoling myself with the 
flattering suggestions of a lively imagination, that 
never abandoned me in distress. 

One day, while i stood sentinel at the gate of a 
general officer, a certain nohliunan came to tlie 
door followed hy a genthunan in mourning, to 
whom, at jinrting, I heard liiin saying, “You may 
depend upon my good offices.” This assurance was 
answ'cred hy a low bow of the person in black, 
who, turning to go away, discovered to me tlie 
individual count enanee of my old friend and ad- 
herent Strap. I was so iniieli astonished at thi* 
sight, that 1 lost tlie pow er of utterance, and before 
1 eould recollect myselt*, he Avas gone without 
taking any notice of me. Indeed, had he stayed, I 
scarcely should have ventured to accost him ; 
heeause, though 1 Avas perfectly wxdl acquainted 
Avilh the features of his face, 1 could not he posi- 
tively eertaiu as to the rest of his jierson, A\hieh 
Avas very iniieli altered for the better since he left 
meat Jwondoii; neither could I perceWe hy Avhut 
means he Avas enabled to apyiear in the sphere ol‘ a 
gentleman, to Avhieh, while I knew^ him, he had not 
even the ambition to asjiii’c. Ihit 1 was too much 
coneenied in the aflair to neglect further informa- 
tion, and tlierefore took the first ojiportunity of 
asking the porter if he knew the gentleman to 
wlioiii the marquis sjioke. The SAviss told me, his 
name Avas hlonsieur d’l^straj'es ; that he had been 
valet de ehamlire to an English gentleman lately 
deceased; and that he was Aery much regarded hy 
the marquis for his fidelity to his master, hetAveen 
Avhom and lliat nobleman a very intimate friendship 
had suhsisti'd. Nothing could he mori* agreeable 
to me tlian this piece of intelligence, which haiiislied 
all doubt of it being my friend, who hud found 
means to frenchify his name as Avell as his heliaAfiour 
since we parted. As soon, therefore, as I was 
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relieved, 1 went to his lodging, according to a 
direction given me by the Swiss, and had the good 
fortune to find him at lionie. That I might surprise 
him the more, J eonceiiled my name and business, 
and only desired the servant of the house to tell 
JMonsieur d’Estra]>es, that I begged tlie honour of 
lialf an hour’s conversation with him. lie was 
confounded and dismayed at the message, when he 
understood it was sent hy a soldier. Though he was 
conscious to himself of no erime, all that he had 
heard of the Hastile apiieared to Ids imagination 
witli aggravated horror, and it was not before 1 
had waited a considerable time, that he had resolu- 
tion enough to bid tbe servant show me up stairs. 

When 1 entered his ehamber, he returned my 
how with great civility, and endeavourt^d, with 
forced coraplaisanee, to disguise Ids fear, which ap- 
jieared in the paleness of his face, the wildness of 
Ids looks, and the shaking of Ids limbs. T was di- 
verted at his consternation, which redoubled, when 
1 told him in French, 1 had business for his private 
ear, and demanded a particular audience, 'fhe valet 
being withdrawn, I asked in the same language, if 
his name was d’Kstra]K‘S? to which he answered, 
with a faltering tongue, “ The same, at your service.” 
“ Are } ou a Frenehman ?” said I. “ 1 have not the 
honour of being Frenehman born,” replied be, “but 
J have an infiniti* veneration for the country.” I 
then desired he would do m(‘ the honour to look at 
me ; which he no sooner did, than, struck witli niy 
appearance, he started hack, and cried in English, 
“O.lesus! sure it can’t! No, ’tis impossible!” 1 
smiled at liis interjections, sajing, “I suppose you 
are too much of a gentleman to owm your friend in 
adversity.” When he heard me pronounce these 
W'ords in our own language, he leajied ujion me in 
a transport of joy', hung about my neck, kissed me 
from ear to ear, and blubbered like a great school- 
boy who had been whipt. — 'riieii observing my 
dress, he set up his throat crying, “O Lord! O 
Lord ! that ever I should live to see my dearest 
friend reduced to the condition of a foot soldier in 
the French service! Why did you consent to my 
leaving you ? — But I know the reason — you thought 
you had got more creditable friends, and grew 
ashamed of my acquaintance. — Ah ! Lord lielji us! 
though T w'us a little short-sighted, I was not alto- 
gether blind. And though 1 ditl not eomplaiti, I 
was not the less sensible of your unkimlness, which 
was indeed tlie only thing that induced me to ramhle 
abroad, the Jvord knows whither; but 1 must own 
it has been a lucky ramhle ior me, and so 1 forgive 
jrou, and may Ciod forgive you ; — ( ) Lord! O J^ord ! 
IS it come to this ?” T vras nettled at the charge, 
w'hieh, though just, 1 could not help thinking un- 
seasonable, and told liiin w ith some tartness, that, 
whether his siisiiieions were well or ill grounded, 
he might have chosen a more convenient opjior- 
tunity of introducing them ; and that the question 
310W was, whether or no he found himself ilisposed 
to lend me any assistance. “Disposed!” replied he 
w'ith great emotion, “1 thouglit you had know n me 
so w' 1 ‘ 11 , as to assure yourself, without asking, that 
I and all tliat belongs to me are at your command. 
In the mean time, you shall dine w ith me, and 1 
will tell you sometliing that, perhaps, will not he 
disj)leaKiijg unto y^ou.” Then wringing my hand, 
he said, “It makes my heart bU-ed to see you in 
that garb !” I tliaiikod him for his invitation, which, 
I observ(‘d, could not he unw'oleome to a person 
who had not eaten a comfortable meal these seven 


months. But 1 had another request to make, which 
1 begged he would grant before dinner, and that 
was the loan of a shirt ; for altliough my back had 
been many weeks a stranger to any comfort of that 
kind, my skin was not yet familiarised to the want 
of it. Ife stared in my face, with a woeful counte- 
nance, at this declaration, which he could scarce 
believe, until I (‘xplaiiied it, by unbuttoning my 
coat, and disclosing my naked body ; a eircum- 
stanee that shoeke'd the tender-hearted Strap, w’ho 
with tears in his eyes, ran to a chest of drawers, 
and, taking out some linen, presented to me a very 
fine ruffled hollund shirt, and cambric neckcloth, 
assuring me, be had three dozen of the same kind 
at my service. I w as ravislu'd at this piece of good 
news, and having accommodated myself in a mo- 
ment, hugged my benefactor for his generous offer, 
saying, 1 was overjoyed to find him undehauched 
hy prosj)erity, w'hich seldom fails to corrupt the 
heart, lie bespoke for dinner some soiij) and boiiille, 
a couple of pullets roasted, and a dish of asparagus, 
and in the interim entertained me w'ith biscuit and 
Burgundy ; after wbicb repast, he entreated me to 
gratify his longing desire of knowing every cir* 
eimistance of my tbrtune since his departure from 
London. This retpiest I complied with, beginning 
at the adventure of flawky, and relating every 
particular e\cnt in which I had been concerned 
from that day to the present hour. During the re- 
cital, niy friend w as strongly affected, according to 
the various situations described. lie started with 
surprise, glowed with indignation, gaped with cu- 
riosity', smiled with pleasure, trembled with fear, 
and Mcjit with sorrow', as the vicissitudes of my 
lile inspired these different passions; and, when my' 
story was ended, signified his amazenjcnt on the 
whole, by lifting ii)) his eyes, and hands, and pro- 
testing, that though 1 was a young man, 1 had suf- 
fered more than all the blessed martyrs. 

After dinner, I desired in my turn to know' the 
particulars of his peregrination, and he satisfied me 
in a few' words, hy’^ giving me to understand that he 
had lived a year at Paris with his master, who in 
that time having acquired the language, as well as 
the fashionable exercises, to perfection, made a 
tour of France and Holland, durinp which excur- 
sion he w as so unfortunate as to meet w ith three of 
his own countrymen on their travels, in whose 
company In* committed such excesses, that his con- 
stitution failed, and he fell into a consumption ; tliat, 
by (he advice of physicians, lie w ent to Montpellier 
for the benefit “if good air, and recovered so well in 
six weeks, that he returned to Rheims, seemingly 
in good health, w'here he had not eontinned aho\(‘ 
a month, when he was seized with a looseness, that 
carried him off’ in ten days, to the unspeakable 
sorrow of all who knew him, and especially of 
Strap, Avho had been very happy in his service, and 
given such satisfaction, that his master, on his deatli- 
bed, recommended him to several persons of dis- 
tinction, for his diligence, sobriety', and aff’eetion, 
and left him by w ill his wearing apjiarel, gold w aleli, 
sword, rings, ready money, and all the itiovabhs 
he had in France, to the value of three hundred 
pounds, “which I now,” said he, “in the sight of 
(lod and man, surrender to your absolute disjiosal. 
Here are my keys, take them, I beseecli you, and 
God give you joy of the ])ossession.” IMy brain 
was almost turned by tbe sudden change of fortune, 
which I could scarce believe real; howe\er 1 po*'!- 
lively refused this extravagant offer of my friend, 
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and put him in mind of my being a soldier ; at 
which hint he started, crying “ Odso ! that’s true — 
we must procure your discharge. I have some 
interest with a nobleman who is able to do me that 
favour.” We consulted about this affair, and it was 
determined, that Monsieur d’Estrapes should wait 
upon the marquis in the morning, and tell him he 
had by accident found his brother, whom he had 
not seen for many years before, a private soldier in 
the re^ment of ^^icardy, and implore that noble- 
man’s interest for Ms discharge. In the meantime we 
enjoyed ourselves over a bottle of good Burgundy, 
and spent the evening in concerting schemes for 
our future conduct, in case 1 should be so lucky as 
to get rid of the army. The business was to make 
ourselves easy for life, by means of his legacy, a 
task very difficult, and, in the usual methods of 
laying out money, altogether impracticable ; so that 
after much canvassing, we could come to no reso- 
lution that night, but when we parted, recommended 
the matter to the serious attention of each other. 
As for my own part, I puzzled my imagination to 
no purpose. When I thought of turning merchant, 
the smallness of our stock, and the risk of seas, 
enemies, and markets, deterred me from that scheme. 
If I should settle as a surgeon in my own country, 

I would find the business already overstocked ; or, 
if I pretended to set up in England, must labour 
under want of friends, and powerful opposition, 
obstacles insunnountable by the most shining merit. 
Neither should I succeed in my endeavours to rise 
in the state, inasmuch as I could neither flatter nor 
pimp for courtiers, nor prostitute my pen in defence 
of a wicked and contemptible administration. Be- 
fore I could form any feasible project, 1 fell asleep, 
and my fancy was blessed with the image of the 
dear Narcissa, who seemed to smile upon my passion, 
and offer her hand as a reward for all my toils. 

Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings of 
my friend, whom I found exulting over his happy 
invention ; for I no sooner entered his apartment, 
than he addressed himself to me in these words, 
with a smile of self-applause : “ Well, Mr. Random, 
a lucky thought may come into a fool’s head some- 
times. I have hit it ; I’ll hold you a button my 
plan is better than yours, for all your leaniing. 
But you shall have the preference in this, as in all 
other things ; therefore proceed, and let us know 
the effects of your meditation, and then I will im- 
part my own simple excogitations.” I told him, 
that not one thought had occurred to me that de- 
served the least notice, and signified my impatience 
to be acquainted with the fruits of his reflection. 
“ As we have not,” said he, “ money sufficient 
to maintain us during a tedious exj)ectation, it is 
my opinion that a bold push must be made ; and 
I see none so likely to succeed, as your appear- 
ing in the character of a gentleman, (which is your 
due,) and making your addresses to some lady of 
fortune, who can render you independent at once. 
Nay, don’t stare ; I affirm that this scheme is both 
prudent and honourable ; for I wou^d^not have you 
throw yourself away upon an old toothless wheezing 
dame, whose breath would stink you into a con- 
sumption in less than three months. Neitlier would 
I advise you to assume the character of a wealthy 
squire, as your common fortune-hunters do, by 
which means many a poor lady is cheated into 
matrimony, and, instead of enjoying the pomp and 
grandeur that was promised, sees her dowry seized 
by her husband’s rapacious creditors, and herself 


reduced to misery and despair. No, I know you 
have a soul that disdains such imposition, and are 
master of qualifications both of mind and body, 
which alone entitle you to a match that will set you 
above the world. 1 have clothes in my possession 
that a duke need not be ashamed to wear. I be- 
lieve they will fit you as they are ; if not, there are 
plenty of tailors lu France. Let us take a short 
trip to Paris, and provide ourselves with all other 
necessaries, then set out for England, wliere I in- 
tend to do myself the honour of attending you in 
quality of a valet. This expedient will save you 
the expense of a servant, shaving, and dressing; 
and I doubt not but, by the blessing of God, we 
shall bring matters to a speedy and fortunate issue.” 
Extravagant as this proposal was, I listened to it 
with pleasure, because it flattered my vanity, and 
indulged a ridiculous hope I began to entertain of 
inspiring Narcissa with a mutual flame. 

After breakfast. Monsieur d’Estrapes went to 
pay his devoirs to the marquis, and was so success- 
ful in his application, that 1 obtained a discharge 
in a few days, upon which we set out for Paris. 
Here I had time to reflect and congratulate myself 
upon this sudden transition of fate, which, to bear 
with moderation, required some degree of pnilo- 
sophy and self-denial. This truth will be more 
obvious, if I give a detail of the particulars, to the 
quiet possession of which 1 was raised in an instant, 
from the most abject misery and contempt. My 
wardrobe consisted of five fashionable coats, full 
mounted, two of which were plain, one of cut velvet, 
one trimmed with gold, and another with silver 
lace ; two frocks, one of white drab with large plate 
buttons, the other of blue, with gold binding; one 
waistcoat of gold brocade ; one of blue satin, em- 
broidered with silver ; one of green silk, trimmed 
with broad figured gold lace; one of black silk, 
with fringes ; one of white satin, one of black cloth, 
and one of scarlet ; six pair of cloth breeches, one 
pair of crimson, and another of black velvet ; twelve 
pair of wdiite silk stockings, as many of black silk, 
and the same number of fine cotton ; one hat, laced 
with gold, point d'Espagne^ another wdth silver lace 
scolloped, a third with gold binding, and a fourth 
plain ; three dozen of fine ruffled shirts, as many 
neckcloths ; one dozen of cambric handkerchiefs, 
and the like number of silk. The other movables 
which I possessed, by the generosity and friendship 
of Strap, were a gold watch, with a chased case ; 
two valuable diamond rings, two mourning swords, 
one with a silver handle, and a fourth, cut steel, in- 
laid wdth gold, a diamond stock-buckle, and a set of 
stone buckles for the knees and shoes; a pair of sil- 
ver mounted pistols, with rich housings ; a gold- 
headed cane, and a snuff-box of tortoiseshell, mounted 
with gold, having the picture of a lady in the top. 
The gentleman left many other things of value, 
which my friend had converted into cash before I 
met with him ; so that, over and above these parti- 
culars, our stock in ready money amounted to 
something more than two hundred pounds. 

Thus equipped, I put on the gentleman of figure, 
and, attended by my honest friend, who was con- 
tented with the station of my valet, visited the 
Louvre, examined the gallery of Luxembourg, and 
appeared at Versailles, where I had the honour of 
seeing his Most Christian Majesty eat a considerable 
quantity of olives. During the month I spent at 
Paris, I went several times to court, the Italian 
comedy, opera, and play-house, danced at a mas- 
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querade — and, in short, saw every thing remark- 
able in and about that capital. Then we set out for 
England by the way of Elanders, passed through 
Brussels, Ghent, and Bruges, and took shipping at 
Ostend, from whence, in fourteen hours, we arrived 
at Deal, hired a post-chaise, and, in twelve hours 
more, got safe to J-«ondon, having disposed of our 
heavy baggage in the waggon. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

r inquire for my Uncle, and understand he is gone to Sea — 
Take Lodgings* at Charing-cross — Go to the PLiy, where I 
meet with an Adventure— Dine at an Ordinary ; the Guests 
described — Become acquainted with Medlar, and Doctor 
Wagtail. 

As soon as we alighted at the inn, I despatched 
Strap to inquire for my uncle, at the Union Flag, 
in VVapping ; and he returned in a little time with 
an account of Mr. Bowling’s having gone to sea, 
mate of a merchant-ship, after a long and unsuc- 
cessful application and attendance at the admiralty ; 
where, it seems, the interest he depended upon was 
not sufficient to reinstate him, or recover the pay 
that was due to him when he quitted the Thunder. 

Next day 1 hired very handsome lodgings, not 
far from Charing-cross, and, in the evening, dressed 
myself in a plain suit of true Paris cut, and ap- 
peared in a front box at the play, where I saw a* 
good deal of coinjiany, and was vain enough to be- 
lieve that I was observed with an uncommon degree 
of attention and applause. This silly conceit in- 
toxicated me so much, that I was guilty of a thou- 
sand ridiculous coquetries; and I dare say, how 
favourable soever the thoughts of the company 
might be at my first appearance, they were soon 
changed, by my absurd behaviour, into pity or 
contempt. 1 rose and sat down, covered and un- 
covered my head twenty times between the acts ; 
pulled out my watch, clapped it to ray ear, wound 
it up, set it, gave it the hearing again ; displayed 
my snuff-box, affected to take snuff, that J might 
have an opportunity of showing my brilliant, and 
wiped ray nose with a perfumed liandkerchief ; then 
dangled my cane, and adjusted ray sword-knot, and 
acted many more fooleries of the same kind, in hopes 
of obtaining the character of a pretty fellow, in the 
acquiring of which 1 found two considerable ob- 
structions in my disposition, namely, a natural 
reserve, and jealous sensibility. Fain would 1 have 
entered into conversation with the people around 
me, but I w'as restrained by the fear of being cen- 
sured for my assurance, as well as by reflecting that 
I was more entitled to a compliment of this kind 
from them, than they to such condescension from 
a stranger like me. How often did 1 redden at the 
frequent whispers and loud laughter of my fellow 
beaus, which I imagined were excited by me I and 
how often did I envy the happy indifference of 
those choice spirits, who belield the distress of the 
scene, without discovering the least symptom of 
approbation or concern I My attention was en- 
gaged in spite of myself, and I could not help 
weeping with the heroine of the stage ; though 1 
practised a great many shifts to conceal this piece 
of unpolite weakness. When the play was ended, 
I sat waiting for an opportunity of handing some 
lady to her coach ; but every one was attended by 
such a number of officious gallants, that for a long 
time I was balked in my expectation. At length. 


however, I perceived a very handsome creature, gen 
teelly dressed, sitting by herself in a box, at some 
distance from me ; upon which I went up to her, 
and offered my service. She seemed to he in some 
confusion, thanked me for my complaisance, and 
with a tender look declined giving me the trouble ; 
looking at her watch, and testifying her surprise at 
the negligence of her footman, whom she had 
ordered to have a chair ready for her at that hour. 
I repeated my entreaty with all the eloquence and 
compliment I was master of ; and, in the event, she 
was prevailed upon to accept of a proposal 1 made 
to send my servant for a chair or coach : accord- 
ingly, Strap was detached for that purpose, and 
returned without success. By this time the play- 
house was quite empty, and we were obliged to 
retire. As 1 led her through the passage, I ob- 
served five or six young fellows of fashion, standing 
in a corner, one of whom, as I thought, tipt my 
charmer the wink, and when we were past, 1 heard 
them set up a loud laugh. This note aroused my 
attention, and 1 was resolved to be fully satisfied of 
this lady’s character, before I should have any 
nearer connexion with her. As no convenience 
appeared, I proposed to conduct her to a tavern, 
where we might stay a few minutes, till my servant 
could fetch a coach from the Strand. She seemed 
particularly shy of trusting herself in a tavern w ith 
a stranger; but at last yielded to my pathetic 
remonstrances, rather than endanger her health, by 
remaining in a cold damp thoroughfare. Having 
thus far succeeded, I begged to know what wine 
she would be pleased to drink a glass of ; but she 
professed the greatest aversion to all sorts of strong 
liquors; and it was with much difficulty that 1 
could persuade her to cat a jelly. In the mean 
time, 1 endeavoured to alleviate the uneasiness she 
discovered, by sayinf^ all the agreeable tilings I 
could think or ; at which she would often sigh, and 
regard me with a languishing look, that seemed 
however too near akin to the lewd leer of a courte- 
zan. This discovery, added to my former suspicion, 
while it put me upon my guard against her arts, 
divested me of reserve, and enabled me to entertain 
her with gaiety and freedom. In the course of our 
conversation, 1 pressed her to allow me the honour 
of waiting upon her next day at her lodgings ; a 
request which she, with many apologies, refused, 
lest it should give umbrage to Sir John, who w as 
of a disjiosition apt to be fretted with trifles. This 
infonnation, by which I was to understand that 
her husband was a knight, did not check my 
addresses, wdiich became more and more impor- 
tunate, and I w'as even hardy enough to ravish a 
kiss. But, O Heavens 1 instead of banqueting (ni 
the ambrosial flavour that her delicacy of com- 
plexion promised, I was almost suffocated with the 
steams of Geneva ! An exhalation of this kind, 
from a mouth which had just before declared an 
utter abhorrence of all spirituous liquors, not only 
changed my doubts into certainty, but my raptures 
into loathing ; and it would liave been impossible 
for me to have preserved common complaisance 
five minutes longer, when my servant returned 
with the coach. I took the advantage of this occa* 
sion, and presented my hand to the lady, who put 
in practice against me the whole artilleiy of her 
charms, ogling, languishing, sighing, and squeez- 
ing, with so little reserve, that Strap perceived her 
tenderness, and rubbed his hands with joy as he 
followed us to the door ; but 1 was proof against 
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all her endeannents, and handed lier into the coacdi 
■with an intention to take my leave immediately. 
She guessed my design, and invited me to her 
house, whispering, tliat now Sir John was gone to 
bed, she could liavc the pleasure of my conversation 
for half an liour without interruption. 1 told her, 
there w'as no mortification I would not undergo, 
rather than endanger the repose of her ladyship ; 
and bidding the coachman drive on, wIsIkmI Iut a 
good night. Slie lost all temper at my indifference, 
aiid stopping the coach at the distance of about 
twenty yards from me, popped out her Iiead, and 
bawled with the Jungs of a fish-woman, “ — n 

you, yon dog, won’t you pay for the coach-hire ?" 
As I made no answer, she held forth against me 
with an eloquence peculiar to herself; calling me a 
jiitiful fellow, scoundrel, and an hundred such 
appellations ; concluding with an oath, that, for all 
my appearance, she believed J had got no money in 
mj poekt‘t. 

Having thus vented her indignation, she ordered 
tlie eoacliman to proceed, and I returned to the 
tavern, where I bespoke something for supper, 
very well ph'ased at the issiu* of this adv<*nture. I 
dispensed with the attendance of tlu* waiter at 
table, on pretence that my own servant was pre- 
sent, and whi'ti we were alone, said to Strap, 
“ Well, Monsieur d’Estrapes, what do you think of 
this lady ?” IMy friend, who had not opeimd his 
mouth since her depart ure, could inuke no other 
reply than the monosyllable, “ Think !’* whieli he 
jironouneed with a note of fear and astonishment. 
{Surprised at this emphasis, 1 surveyt'd my >alet, 
and perceiving a wildness in his looks asked if 
he had seen his grandfather’s ghost! “(iliost!” 
said he, “ 1 am sure I have seen a devil incarnate! 
Who would have thought that so niueU devilish 
malice and Rillingsgate could lurk under sucli 
sweetness of countenance and modesty of beha- 
viour? Ah! (iod help us! I'tonli vtiUu jUIvs — 
nimium nc credr colon -hut we ought to dowm on 
our knees, and bless God for delivering us from the 
jaws of that painted sepulehre.” I was pretty 
jiiiieh of Strap’s ojiinion, and though 1 did not be- 
lieve myself in any danger from tlie allurements of 
tfiat sisterhood, 1 determined to act with great 
cireiimspi‘etion for the future, and shun all eom- 
iiieree of that kind, as equally jirejudicial to iiiy 
purse and eonstiliition. 

My next care was to introduee myself into a set 
of good ac(jiiaiiitance ; for vvIiImIi jmrjiose I fre- 
quented a certain colfeehouse, noted for the resort 
of good <*om])any, English as well as foreigners, 
where my a])pearanee ])roduced all the civilities 
and advances 1 could desire. As there was an 
ordinary in the same Iioiise, I Mciit up stairs to 
dinner with the other guests, and found myself at a 
table witli thirteen peojile, the greatest part of 
wlioiii w’en* better dressed than myself. 'Fhe eon- 
versation, which was mostly carried on in Freiieh, 
turned chiefly on jiolities; and 1 soon found the 
whole company was in the French interest, myself 
excepted, and atesty old gentleman, who eontradieted 
every thing that was advanced in favour of his 
Most riiristian Majesty, with a surliness Irul) 
English. Ihit this trusty patriot, who liad never 
Oeen out of his owuv country, and drew all lus 
maxims and notions from prejudice and lu'ursay. 
was very uneijiial to his antagonists, who were 
superior to him in learning and experience, and 
often took the liberty of travellers, in asserting 


things which w'ere not strictly true, because they 
thought themselves in no danger of being detected 
by him. '^I'he claim of the Queen jof Spain to the 
Austrian dominions in Italy was fully explained 
and vindicated by a person who sat opposite to me, 
and, by the solemnity of his manner, and the rieli- 
iiess oV his afiparel, seemed to he a foreign am- 
bassador. '^riiis dissertation produced aiiotlier on 
the Pragmatic Sanction, handled wdth great warmth 
by a young gentleman at iny right hand, dressed in 
a green frock trimmed with gold, who justilied the 
French king for liis breach of that contract, ami 
affinned that he Could not have observed it, without 
injuring his own glory. Although I was not at 
all convinced by this gentleman’s argiiinenfs, I 
>uld not h(‘lp admiring his vivacity, wliich 1 
imagined must b(‘tlie eflect of his illustrious birth 
and noble education, and accordingly rated him in 
my conjecture as a young prince on his travels. 
'Fhe discourse was aft(*rwards shifted by an old 
gentleman of a very martial appearance, to the la.st 
campaign, when the battle of i)ettingen w as fought 
over again, with so many eireumstanees to tin' 
honour of the French, and disadvantage of the 
Allies, that 1 began to entertain someilouhts of my 
having been there in person, and took the libi'rty to 
nuuition some objections to whatheadvane(‘d. ''I'liis 
freedom introduced a dispute, which lasted a good 
while, to the mortification of all present ; and was 
at bust reft'iTed to the di‘termination of a grave 
jierson, whom they styled J)oc*tor, and who, under 
a .show of great moderation, decided it against me, 
witli so little r(‘gard to truth, that I taxed him with 
partiality in pretty severe terms, to the no small 
eiitertaininent of the true English politician, w ho 
rejoie(‘d at my defence of a cause he had so often 
espoused v' itliout suee(*ss. 

My ojipoiient, pleased with th(‘ victory he had 
gained, aflected a great deal of candour, and told 
me, he should not have bet'ii so jiositive if he had 
not, been at great pains to inform himself of each 
pai'ticular. “ Indeed,” said he, “ I am convinced 
that, the ])revioiis stejis considered, things could not 
hapjieii otherwise; for we generals wdio have seen 
service, tliongh we may not lx* on the spot our- 
selves, know, by the least sketch of the dlsjiosition, 
what must he the I'vent.” lie then eensuretl, with 
gn*at freedom, every eircumstanee of the conduct 
of tliose who commanded the Allies; from thence 
made a transition to the ministry, wdiich he ho- 
noured with many invectives for employing people 
who had neither experience nor cajuicity, to the 
jirejndiceof old ofllcers who had been distinguished 
for h(>tIi.drop]ied many hints of his owm importance, 
and coneliided with observing, that the French and 
Spaniards knew better liow to value generals of 
nieril ; the good etfeets of whieh are seim in the 
coiKpiests they gain, and the admirable discipline 
of their troops, w hich are, at the same time, better 
clothed and jiaid than any soldiers in the universe. 
I’hese remarks furnished the green knight wdth an 
opportunity of launching out in the praise of the 
French government in general, civil as well as 
military ; on whieh occasion, he made many odious 
comparisons to the disadvantage of the English. 
Every body, almost, assented to the observations lie 
made ; and the doctor gave his sanction, by say- 
ing, the peojile in France were undoubtedly the 
liappiest subjects in the world. J was so much 
astonished and confounded at their infatuation and 
etfrontery, that 1 had not power to utter one word 
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in opposition to their assertions; but my morose 
associate could not put up with the iiidignity that 
was offered to Old England, and therefore, with a 
satirical grin„ addressed himself to the general in 
these words : “ Sir, sir, I have often heard it said, 

‘ She’s ft villanovs bird that befouls her otvrt vest,* 
As for what those people who are foreigners st^, 
1 don’t mind it, they know no better ; but you, who 
who were bred and born, and have got your bread 
under the English government, should have more 
regard to gratitude, as well as truth, in censuring 
your native country. If the ministry have thought 
fit to lay you aside, I suppose they have their own 
reason for so doing ; and you ought to remember, 
that you still live on the bounty of this nation. As 
for these gentlemen, (meaning the prince and am- 
bassador,) who make so free 'with our constitution, 
laws, and genius of our people, I think they might 
show a little more respect for their benefactors, who, 

[ must own, are to blame in harbouring, protecting, 
ind encouraging such ungrateful vagrants as they 
we.” At these words, the chevalier in green started 
ap in a great passion, and, laying his hand on the 
[lilt of his hanger, exclaimed, llii, foutref’ The 
Englishman, on the other hand, grasping his cane, 
2 ried, “ Don’t foutre me, sirrah, or, by (< — d. I’ll 
knock you down.” The comjiany interposed, the 
B’rciichman sat down again, and his antagonist pro- 
?eeded : “ Lookce, Monsieur, you know very well 
Lhat, had you dared to speak so freely of the admi- 
nistration of your own country in Paris as you 
liave done of ours in London, you would have been 
sent to the Ilastile wilhout ceremony, where you 
night have rotted in a dungeon, and never seen the 
light of the sun again. Now, sir, take my word 
hr it, although our constitution screens us from 
5uch oppression, we want not laws to chastise the 
uithors of seditious discourse ; and if 1 hear another 
lyllable out of your mouth in contempt or prejudice 
)f this kingdom, 1 will give you a convincing proof 
if what 1 advance, an<l have you laid by the heels 
for your jiresuinplion.” This declaration had an 
effect on the company as sudden as surprising. 
The young prince became supple as a spanud ; the 
imbassador trembled ; the general sat silent and 
ibashed ; and the doctor, wdio, it seems, had felt the 
rod of ])ower, grew palea.s death, and assured us all 
bat he had no intention to affront any person or 
leople. “ Your principles, doctor,” resumed the 
)ld gentleman, “ an* no secret — 1 have nothing to ' 
4ay to you upon that head ; but am very much sur- 
3rised that a man who despises us so much, should, 
lotwithstanding, live among us, when he has no 
(risible motive for so doing. Wliy don't you take 
ip your habitation in your beloved France, where 
>’ou may rail at England without censure ?” To this 
•emonstrance the doctor thought proper to make I 
10 reply ; and an unsocial silence ensued ; which I I 
icrceiving, took notice, that it was pity such idle I 
lisputes, maintained very often through whim or i 
liversion, should create any misunderstanding ' 
imong gentlemep of good sense ; and proposed to i 
Irink down all animosity in another bottle. This 
notion was applauded by the w hole company ; the i 
vine was brought, and the English champion, de- 
daring he had no spleen against any man for 
hffering in opinion from him, any more than for 
iifference of complexion, drank to the good health 
3f all present ; the compliment was returned, and 
:he conversation once more became unreserved, 
Lough more general than before. Among other , 


tojjics, the subject of war was introduced, on which 
the general declaimed with great eloquence, re- 
counting many of his own exploits by way of illus- 
tration. In the course of his harangue, he happened 
to mention the word epnnlcvwnU upon which the 
testy gentleman asked the meaning of that term. 
“ I’ll tell you wdiat an cpaulement is,” replied he ; 
“ I never saw an (Cpaulement but once, and that w as 
at the siege of Namur ; in a council of war. Mon- 
sieur (lohorn, the famous engineer, affirmed that 
the place could not be taken.” “ Yes,” sai(:i the 
prince of Vaudemonb “ it may be taken by an 
cpaulement. This was immediately put in execu- 
tion, and, in twenty-four hours, Mareschal BoufHers 
was fain to capitulate.” Here he made a full stop ; 
and the old gentleman repeated the question, “ But 
pray what is an cpaulement?” To this interroga- 
tion the officer made no reply, but rung the bell, 
and called for a bill, which being brought, he threw 
down his proportion of the reckoning, and, telling 
the company he would show them an Cpaulement 
when his majesty should think fit to intrust him 
with the command of our army abroad, stnitted 
away with great dignity. J could not imagine why 
he was so shy of explaining one of the most simple 
terms of fortification, which I forthwith described 
as a side-work, composed of earth, gabions, or 
fiiscines ; but I was very much surprised when I 
afterwards understood that his reserve proceeded 
from his ignorance. Having pai^ our bill, A\e 
adjourned to the coffee-room, where my fellow- 
labourer insisted on treating me with a dish, giving 
me to undervStand at the same time, that 1 had 
acquired his good opinion, both wdtli respect to iiiy 
principles and understanding. J thanked him for 
his compliment, and, professing myself an utter 
stranger in this part of the world, begged he would 
have the goodness to inform iiu* of the quality and 
characters of tin* peoph* who dined above. ’I'his 
request was a real favour to one of his disjiosition, 
which was no less communicative than curious; 
he therefore <-oniplied w ith great satisfaction, and 
told me, to my extreme astonishment, that the sup- 
posed young prince was a dancer at one of the 
theatres, and tlie ambassador no other than a fidler 
belonging to tin* opera. “ T'he doctor,” said he, 
“ is a Roman t’atholie priest, who sometimes aj)- 
jiears in the character of an officer, and assumes the 
name of Ca]dain ; but more generally takes the 
garb, title, and behaviour, of a physician, in which 
capacity ho wheedles himself into the confidence of 
weak-minded peoide, and, by arguments no less 
specious than false, converts them from tlu*ir reli- 
gion and allegiance. He has been in the hands of 
justice more than once for such practices ; but he 
is a sly dog, and manages matters with so much 
craft, that, hitherto, he has escaped for a short im- 
prisonment. As for the general, you may see he 
has owed his promotion more to his interest than 
his capacity ; and, now that the eyes of the minis- 
try are opened, his friends dead, or become incon- 
siderable, he is struck off the list, and obliged to 
put up with a yearly pension. In consequence of 
this reduction, he is become malcontent, and in- 
veighs against the government, in all companies, 
with so little discretion, that 1 am surprised at the 
lenity of the administration in overlooking his inso- 
lence ; but the truth of the matter is, he owes his 
safety to his weakness and w'ant of importance. He 
has seen a little, and but a little, service ; and yet, 
if you would take his word for it, there has not been 
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a (^eat action performed in the field since the Revo- 
lution, in which he was not principally concerned. 
When a story is told of any great general, he imme- 
diately matches it with one of himself, though he is 
often unhappy in his invention, and commits such 
gross blunders in the detail, thatevery body is in pain 
for him. Cmsar, Pompey, and Alexander the Great, 
arc continually in his mouth ; and as he reads a good 
deal without any judgment to digest it, his ideas are 
confused, and liis harangues as unintelligible as in- 
finite ; for, once he begins, there is no chance of his 
leaving off speaking, while one person remains to 
yield attention ; therefore the only expedient I know 
for putting a stop to his loquacity, is to lay hold of 
some incongruity he has uttered, and demand an 
explanation ; or ask the moaning of some difficult 
term that ho knows by name only. This method will 
effectually put him to silence, if not to flight, as it 
happened when I inquired about an epauU'mtnt 
Had he been acquainted with the signification of that 
word, his triumph would have been intolerable, 
and we must have quitted the field first, or been 
worried with impertinence.” Having thus gratified 
my curiosity, th(* old gentleman began to discover 
his own, in questions relating to myself, to which 
I thought proper to return ambiguous answers. “ E 
presume, sir,” said he, “you have travelled.” I 
answered, “ Yes.” “ 1 dare say ^ou would find it 
very expensive,” said he. I replied, “ To be sure, 
one cannot travel without money.” “ That I know 
by experience,” said he, “for I myself take a trip 
to Bath or Tunbridge every season ; and one must 
pay sauce for what be has on the road, as well in 
other countries as in this — That’s a very pretty 
stone in your ring, — give me leave, sir, — the 
French have attaitied a wonderful skill in making 
compositions of this kind. Why, now, this looks 
almost as well as a diamond.” “ Almost as well, 
sir,” said I, “why not altogether? I am sure, if 
you understand any thing of jewels, you must 
perceive at first sight, that this stone is a real 
diamond, and that of a very fine water. Take it 
in your hand and examine it.” He did so, with 
some confusion, and returned it saying, “I ask 
your pardon, I see it is a true brilliant of immense 
value.” 1 imagined his respect for me increased 
after this inquiry ; therefore, to captivate his esteem 
the more, 1 told him, I would show him a seal of 
composition, engraved after a very valuable antique ; 
upon which 1 pulled out my watch, with a rich 
gold chain, adorned with three seals set in gold, 
and an opal ring. lie viewed each of them with 
great eagerness, handled the chain, admired the 
chased case, and observed, that the whole must 
have cost me a vast sum of money. I affected 
indifference, and replied in a careless manner, 
“ Some trifle of sixty or seventy guineas.” He 
stared in my face for some time, and then asked if 
I was an Englishman ? 1 answered in the negative. 
“You are from Ireland then, sir, 1 presume,” said 
he. I made the same reply. “ O ! perhaps,” said 
he, “ you was bom in one of our settlements 
abroad.” I still answered, “No.” He seemed 
very much surprised, and said, he was sure I was 
not a foreigner. I made no reply, but left him 
upon the tenterhooks of impatient uncertainty. He 
could not contain his anxiety, but asked pardon for 
the liberties he had taken, and, to encourage me 
the more to disclose my situation, displayed his 
own without reserve : “ I am,” said he, “ a single 
man. have a considerable annuity, on which I live 


according to my own inclination, and make the 
ends of the year meet very comfortably. As 1 have 
no estate to leave behind me, I am not troubled 
with the importunate officiousness of relations or 
legacy hunters, and I consider the world as made 
for me, not me for the world : it is my maxim 
therefore to enjoy it while 1 can, and let futurity 
shift for itself.” While he thus indulged his own 
talkative vein, and at the same time, no doubt, 
expected a retaliation from me, a young man en- 
tered dressed in black velvet, and an enonuous tie 
wig, with an air in which natural levity and affected 
solemnity were so jumbled together, that, on the 
whole, he appeared a burlesque on all decorum. 
This ridiculous oddity danced up to the table at 
which we sat, and, after a thousand grimaces, asked 
my friend, by the name of Mr. Medlar, if we were 
not engaged upon business. My companion jmt on 
a surly countenance, and replied, “No great busi- 
ness, Doctor — but however ” — “ O ! then,” cried 
the physician, “ I must beg your indulgence a 
little, — ^pray pardon me, gentlemen. — Sir,” said he, 
addressing himself to me, “your most humble 
servant, 1 hope you will forgive me, sir—1 must 
beg the favour to sit, sir — Sir, 1 have something 
of consequence to impart to my friend, Mr. Medlar 
— Sir, I hope you will excuse my freedom in 
whispering, sir.” Before 1 had time to give tliis 
complaisant person my permission, Mr. Medlar 
criei “ I'll have no whispering ; if you have any 
thing to say to me, speak with an audible voice.” 
The doctor seemed a little disconcerted at this 
exclamation, and, turning again to me, made a 
thousand apologies for pretending to make mystery 
of any thing, a piece of caution whieli he said was 
owing to liis ignorance of my eonnoxion with Mr. 
Medlar ; but, now he understood I was a friend, he 
would communicate what he had to say in my 
hearing. ' He then began, after two or three hems, 
in this manner: “ You must know, sir, I am just 
come from dinner at my Lady Flareit's (then 
addressing himself to me)^ a lady of quality, sir, 
at whose table 1 have the honour of dining some- 
times. There was I^ady Stately, and iny Lady 
Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, and Miss Biddy Giglor, 
upon my word, a very good-natured young lady, 
with a very pn‘tty fortune, sir. 'I'here were also 
my Lord Straddle, Sir John Shrug, and IMr. Billy 
(Shatter, who is actually a very facetious young 
gentleman. So, sir, her ladyship seeing rue ex 
cessively fatigued, for she was tlie last of fifteen 
patients, people of distinction, sir, whom I had 
visited this forenoon — insisted upon staying dinner, 
though, upon my word, I protest 1 had no appetite ; 
however, in compliance with her ladyship’s re(iuest, 
sir, I sat down, and the conversation turning upon 
dificrent subjects, among other things, Mr. f’hatter 
asked very earnestly when J saw Mr. Medlar. I 
told him 1 had not had the pleasure of seeing you 
these nineteen hours and a half; for you may 
remember, sir, it was nearly about that time ; I 
won’t be positive to a minute. — ‘ No !’ says he, ‘then 
I desire you will go to his lodgings immediately 
after dinner, and see what’s the matter with him, 
for he must certainly be very bad from having eat 
last night such a vast quantity of raw oysters.’ ” 
The crusty gentleman, who, from the solemnity of 
his delivery, expected something extraordinary, no 
sooner heard his conclusion, than he started up in 
a testy humour, crying, “ Pshaw ! pshaw ! d — 
your oysters;” and walked away after a short 
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compliment of, “ Your servant, sir,” to me. The 
doctor got up also, saying, “I vow and protest, 
upon my word, I am actually amazed,” and followed 
Mr. Medlar to the bar, which was hard by, where 
he was paying for his coffee ; there he whispered 
so loud, that I could overhear, “ Pray who is this 
gentleman ?” His friend replied hastily, “ I might 
have known that before now, if it had not been for 
your impertinent intrusion,” and walked off very 
much disappointed. The ceremonious physician 
returned immediately, and sat down by me, asking 
a thousand pardons for leaving me alone ; and 
giving me to understand, that what he had com- 
municated to Mr. Medlar at the bar was an affair 
of the last importance, that would admit of no 
delay. He then called for some coffee, and launched 
out into the virtues of that berry, which, he said, 
in cold phlegmatic constitutions, like his, dried up 
the superfluous moisture, and braced the relaxed 
nerves. He told me it was utterly unknown to the 
ancients ; and derived its name from an Arabian 
word, which I might easily perceive by the sound 
and termination. From this ttipic he transferred 
his disquisitions to the verb dnnk^ which he affirmed 
was improperly applied to the taking of coffee, 
inasmuch as people did not drink, but sip or sipple 
that liquor ; that the genuine meaning of drinking 
is to quench one’s thirst, or commit a debauch 
>)y swallowing wine ; that the Latin word, wdiich 
conveyed the same idea was biherc or pnlarc, and 
that of the Greeks pincin or poieeiii, though he 
was apt to believe they were difterently used on 
different occasions. For examide : to drink a 
vast quantity, or, as the vulgar express it, to drink 
an ocean of liquor, was in Latin potarc, and in 
Greek potcvJn ; and, on the other hand, to use it 
moderately, was bthere, and pincin ; that this was 
only a conjecture of his own, which, .however, 
seemc'd to be supported by the word bihulou.% which 
is particularly applied to the pores of the skin, that 
can only drink a very small (juantity of the circum- 
ambient moisture, by reason of the smallness of 
their diameters ; wdiereas, from the verb potevin ‘ 
derived the substantive pofamos, which signifies a 
river, or vast quantity of liquor. T could not help 
smiling at this learned and important investigation; 
and, to recommend myself the more to my new 
acquaintance, whose disposition T was by this time 
well informed of, I observed, that what he alleged 
did not, to the best of my remembrance, appear in 
the writings of the ancients ; for Horace uses the 
words poto and bibo indifferently for the same 
purpose, as in the twentieth ode of his first Book : 

Vile potabis modiris Sabinuin rantharis, 

et pnrlo domitam Calcno tubibes uvam. 

That I had never heard of the verb poteein, but 
that potamosy potema, and potos, were derived from 
pmo, j)osoy pepoka; in consequence of which the 
Greek poets never use any other word for festal 
drinking. H^mer describes Nestor at his cups in 
these words : 

Ncstoni d'ouk elathen jache pinonla percinpes. 

And Anacreon mentions it on the same occasion 
Almost in every page, 

Pinonti de oinon hedun 

Otan pino ton oinon. 

Opliz^ ego de ptm. 

nd in a thousand other places. The doctor, who, 
._-)u tless, intended by his criticism to give me a 
high idea of his erudition, was infinitely surprised 


to find himself schooled by one of my appearance ; 
and after a considerable pause, cried, “ Upon my 
word ! you are in the right, sir — I find I have not 
considered this affair with my usual accuracy.” 
Then accosting me in Latin, which he spoke very 
well, the conversation was maintained full two 
hours, on a variety of subjects, in that language ; 
and indeed, he spoke so judiciously, that 1 was con- 
vinced, notwithstanding his whimsical appearance, 
and attention to trifles, that he was a man of ex- 
tensive knowledge, especially in hooks ; he looked 
upon me, as I afterwards understood from Mr. 
Medlar, as a prodigy in learning, and proposed that 
very night, if 1 was not engaged, to introduce me to 
several young gentlemen of fortune and fashion, 
with whom he had an appointment at the Bedford 
Coffeehouse. 


CHArTER XLVI. 

Wagtail introduces me to a set of fine Gentlemen, with whom 
I spend the Evening at a Tavern — Our Conversation — Tho 
Characlers ol my new Companions — The Doctor is roasted 
— The issue of our Debauch. 

I ACCEPTED his offer with pleasure, and wc went 
thither in a hackney coach, where I saw a great 
number of gay figures fluttering about, most of 
whom 8]>okc to the doctor with great familiarity. 
Among the rest stood a group of them round the 
fire, whom 1 immediately knew to be the very per- 
sons who had the night before, by their laughing, 
alarmed my suspicion of the lady who had put her- 
self under my protection. They no sooner per- 
ceived me enter with Dr. Wagtail, for that was my 
companion’s name, than they tittered and whispered 
one to another ; and I was not a little surprised to 
find that thcwse were the gentleirien to whose 
acquaintance he designed to recommend me ; for 
when he observed them together, he told me who 
they were, and desired to know by what name he 
should introduce me. I satisfied him in that par- 
ticular, and he advanced with groat gravity, saying, 
“ Gentlemen, your most obedient — give me leave 
to introduce iny friend Mr. Random to your so- 
ciety.’" Then turning to me, “ Mr. Random, this is 
Mr. Bragwell — Mr. Banter, sir — Mr. Chatter — my 
friend Mr. Slyhoot, and Mr. Ranter, sir.” 1 saluted 
each of them in order, and when I came to take 
Mr. Sly boot by the hand, I perceived him to thrust 
his tongue in his cheek, to the no small entertain- 
ment of the company ; but I did not think proper 
to take any notice of it on this occasion. Mr. Ran- 
ter, too, wlio I afterwards learned was a player, 
displayed his talents, by mimicking my air, features, 
and voice, while he returned my compliment. This 
feat I should not have been so sensible of, had not 
I seen him beluive in the same maimer to my friend 
Wagtail, when he made up to them at first. But 
for once I let him enjoy the fruits of his dexterity 
without question or control, resolved, however, to 
ch^tise his insolence at a more convenient oppor- 
tunity. Mr. Slyhoot, guessing 1 was a stranger, 
asked if I had been lately in France ; and when I 
answered in the affirmative, inquired if I had seen the 
Luxembourg gallery. I told him 1 had considered 
it more than once, with great attention. Upon this, 
a conversation ensued, in which T discovered him 
to be a painter. While we were discoursing upon 
the particulars of this famous collection, 1 over- 
heard Banter ask Dr. Wa^il where he had picked 
up this Mr. Random. To which question the 
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physician answered, “ Upon my word, a mighty 
pretty sort of a gentleman — a man of fortune, sir— 
he has made the grand tour, and seen the best com- 
pany ill Europe, sir.” “What, he told you so, I 
suppose?” said the other ; “ I take him to be nidther 
more nor less than a Ereuch valet-de-cliambre.” 
•*Oh! barbarous, barbarous I” cried tlie doctor; 
“this is actually, upon my word, altogether un- 
accountable. I know all his family perfectly w'ell, 
sir ; lie is of the Uandoms of tin* north — a very 
ancient house, sir, jmd a distant relation of mine.” 
I was extremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr. 
Jlanter, and began to entertain a very indifferent 
opinion of my coniiiany in general ; but as 1 might 
possibly, by their means, acquire a more exten- 
sive and agreeable actpiaintance, 1 determined to 
bear these little inortificalions as long as I could, 
without injuring the dignity of my character. 
After having talked for sonu* time on the weather, 
plays, jiolities, and other eofteehouso subjects, it 
was projiosed that we should spend the evening at 
a noted tavern in the neighbourhood, whither we 
repaired in a body. Having taken possession of a 
room, calh^d for French wine, and bespoke supper, 
tlu‘ glass went about pretty freely, and the charac- 
ters of my associates opened u])on me more and 
more, it soon appearcMl that the doctor w^as enter- 
tained as a butt for the jiainter and player to exer- 
cise their wit ujion, for the diversion of the company. 
Mr. Hanter began tin* game, by asking him what 
was good for a hoarseness, lowness of spirits, and 
indigestion, for be was troubled with all these com- 
plaints to a very great degree? Wagtail ininu*- 
diately undertook to exjdain the nature of bis case, 
and in a very prolix manner harangued upon 
prognostics, diagnostics, symptomatics, therapeutics, 
inanition, and rejiletion ; then calculated the force 
of the stomach and lungs in their respective oj>e- 
rations; ascribed the player’s malady to a disorder 
in these organs, procei'ding from hard (Irinkmg 
and vociferation, and jirescribeil a course of sto- 
machics, w'ith abstinence from venery, wine, loud 
speaking, laughing, singing, coughing, sneezing, 
or Imllooing. “ Fall, pah,” cried Eanter, inler- 
rujiting liiiii, “ the remedy is worse than the disease. 
1 wish 1 knew when* to find some tinder-water.” 
“ Tinder-water !” said the doctor ; “ n])on my Avord 
1 don’t ajijirehend you, Mr. Eanter.” “ Water ex- 
tracted from tinder,” replied the other, “an nniver.sal 
s])eeifie for all distemjKTs incident to man. It 
was invented by a learned Clennan monk, Mho, for 
H Auiluable consideration, impartial the secret to 
Paracelsus.” “J’ardoii nu*,” cried the painter, “it 
was first used by Solomon, as appears liy a Greek 
inaiiuseript in his own hand- writing, lately found 
at the foot of mount JA^banon, by a peasant who 
was digging for jiotatoes.” “ Well,” said AVagtail, 
“ in ail my vast reading I never met vs ith such a 
prejiaration ! neither did 1 know, till this ininute, 
that Solomon understood Greek, or that jiotatoes 
grew ill J’alestiue.” Here Eanter interposed, say- 
ing, he Avas surprised that Doctor Wagtail should 
make the least doubt of Solomon’s understanding 
Gre(‘k, Avhcii he is represented to us as the wisest 
and best educated prince in the world ; and as for 
potatoes, they Avere transplanted thither from Ire- 
land, in the time of the (h'usade.s, by some knights 
of that country. “I profess,” said the doctor, 
“ there is nothing mort* likely — I Avould actually 
give a vast sum for a sight of that manuscript, 
which must be inestimable — and if I understood the 


process, AA'ould set about it immediately.” Th© 
player assured him the process Ay^as very simple — 
that he must cram a Iniiidred weight of dry tinder 
into a glass retort, and distilling it by the force of 
animal heat, it would yield half a scruple of insipid 
water, one drop of which is a full dose. “ I^pou 
my Integrity !” exclaimed the credulous doctor, 
“this is very amazing ! and extraordinary! that a 
cajmt mortuum shall yield any water at all - 1 must 
own 1 have alwavs been an enemy to specifies, 
whieb 1 thought inconsistent Avitli theiialiire of the 
animal economy ; but certainly the authority of 
Solomon is not to be (|uestioTie(l. 1 wonder aa lu're 
I shall find a glass retort large enough to contain 
such a vast ipiautity of tiniliT, tlie eoiisumptioii of 
which must undoubtedly raise the price of jiaper - 
or Avheri* I shall find animal heat sufficient even to 
Ai'ann sneb a mass.” Slyboot informed him, that 
be might have a retort bloAvn for him as big as a 
church ; and that the easiest method of raising the 
vapour by animal heat, would he to place it in the 
middle of an infirmary for feverish jiatieiit.s, Aiho 
might lie upon mattresses around, and in contact 
w ith it. He had no sooner pronouneed these Avords, 
than Wagtail exclaimed, in a raptiin*, “ An admira- 
ble expedient, as I hope to be saved I J will 
jiositively put il in practice.” 'I'bis simjilieity of 
the j)li}SK*ian furnished excellent diAi'rsion for the 
company, Avho, in their turns, sneered ut him in 
ironical eomprmients, Avhieb his vanity swalloved 
as the genuine sentiments of their hearts. ]\lr. 
Chatter, imjiatient of so long a silence, iioav broke 
out, and enf<*rtaine(l us M’itb a catalogue of all the 
j)eo])le vy lio(lane<*(l at the last Hampstead assembly, 
Avitli a most eireaiustautial aeeount of tlie dress and 
oruameiits of each. IVoin tlie lappets of the ladies to 
the slioe buckle, s of die men; eoiieluiliug W'itli 
telling EragAvell, tii.it Ins mistress JMeliuda Avas 
there, and seemed to miss him ; and soliciting bis 
company at the next oecusioii of that kind. “J\'o, 
no, d— me,” said Eiagwell, “ I havT something else 
to mind than dangling after a jiareel of giddA- 
lieaded girls ; besii^es, aou knoAV my tempi'r is so 
unruly, that 1 am apt to iinidve myself in scrapes, 
Aiheii a Moman is eoueerued. 'The last time I Avas 
there 1 had an affair Mitli Tom 'rrippet.” “O! 1 
remember that,” cried Eaiilt r; “^ou lugged out 
before the ladies ; and 1 commend yon fni’ so doing, 
because you bad an opportunity of .sboAyiiig your 
manliooil yvitboiit running any risk.” “Eisk!” 
.said the other, A\ it li a fierce eountenanee ; “d — n 
my blood ! 1 fear no risks. I an’t afraid of lugging 
out against any man that Ayear.s a bead, d- me 1 'tis 
yyell kiioAvii I liaAa* drayvii blood more than once, 
and lost some too; but Avhat does that sigiiif} ?” 
The player begged this ebanipioii to enijiloy him as 
his .second the next time be iTitended to kill, for be 
wanted to see a man die of a stab, that he miglit 
knoAV hoyv to act such a part the more naturally on 
tlie stage. “Die!” replied the hero; “no, by 
G — d! I know better things than to incur the 
verdict of a Middlesex jury- I should look upon 
my fencing-master to be an ignorant son of a b — h, 
if he had not taught me to prick any part of my 
antagonist’s body that I jilease to disable.” “ Oho!” 
cried Slyboot, “ if that be the case, 1 have a favour 
to ask. Vou must know I am employed to paint a 
Jesus on the cross ; and my purpose is to repre- 
sent him at that point of time when tlie spear is 
thrust into his side. Now, 1 should he glad if you 
Avould, in my presence, pink some impertinent fel- 
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low into convulsions, without Hidangering his life, 
that 1 may have an opportunity of taking a good 
clever agony from nature. 'J'hc doctor will direct 
you where to enter, and how far to go ; hut pray 
let it he as near the left side as possible.'’ Wagtail, 
who took this proposal seriously, observed, that it 
would he a very dilhcult matter to penetrate into 
the left side of tlie thorax, without ljurting the 
heart, and of eoiise(iuence killing the j)atient ; but 
he believed it was possible for a man of a very nice 
hand, and exact knowli'dge of anatomy, to wound 
the diapliragma someAvhere about tin* skii*ts, wdiieh 
might induce a singultus, without being attended 
with deatl) ; that he was ready to demonstrate the 
insertion of that muscle to Mr. Rragwell ; but de- 
sired to liuve no concern wilh tlic cxjjcrimcnt, 
which miglit essentially prejudice his reputation, iu 
case of miscarriage. iiragM(>ll was as much im- 
posed ii])oii by tin* ])ainler’s waggery as the doctor, 
and declined (‘iigaging in the aflair, saying, he had 
a very great regard for J\Ir. SI} boot, but had laid it 
down as a maxim, never to tight exeejit when his 
honour was (iigaged. A thousand jokt's of iliis 
kind were uttered; the wine circuldted ; supper 
was serv('d in; we ate heartily; returned to the 
bottle; Rragwell beeanie noisy and troublesome; 
iJauter grew' more and more severe; itanter re- 
lu*arsed; SI} boot made faces at the wdiole <‘ora- 
jiaiiy ; I sung b'n'iieli catches, and (diatter kissed 
me witbgiHnit affection; wliih* tlie doctor, with a 
woeful eounteiiaiiee, sat silent, like adiscijile ofRy- 
tiiagoi’as. At liuigtli it was ju’oposcd hy Bragwell, 
that we should scour the hundreds, sweat tli<‘ con- 
stable, maul tlie w ateli, and then reel soberly to bed. 

Wliile we deliberated on this exiiedition, the 
waiter came into tlie loom, and asked for Doctor 
Wagtail; when he understood he was present, he 
told him there was a lady below to iiuiuire for him ; 
at w'hieli message tlie pli}sieian started from his 
melancholy eonlemjdation, and, with a look of ex- 
treme confusion, assured the company, he could 
not possibly Ik* the person w'unted, for he hud no 
connexion witli any lady whatever, and bade the 
drawer tell her so. “ For shame!” cried Ranter, 
“ would you be so imiiolite as to refuse a lady the 
hearing? perhaps shi* conies for a consultation. It 
must he some extraordinary alfair that brings a 
lady to a thvern at this time o’niglit, Mr. Itanter, 
jiray do tlie doctor’s haisemoius to the lady, and 
sf|iiire her hither.” 'J'he player immediately stag- 
gi'red out, and returned, leading in, with much 
ceremony, a tall strapping wench, w'hosc appearance 
proclaimed Iier oeciipation. We received b(*r with 
the utmost solemnity, and wdth a good deal of en- 
treaty she W'as persuaded to sit, when a profound 
silence ensued, during which she fixed her eyes, 
with a disconsolate look, on the doctor, who was 
utterly eonfouiided at her liehavioiir, and returned 
her melaneiioly fourfold. At Ic'iigth, after a good 
many piteous siglis, she wiped her eyes, and accosted 
him thus: “ What! not one word of comfort? Will 
nothing soften that stony lieart of thine ? Not all 
my tears I not all my affliction ! not tlie inevitable 
ruin thou hast brought uiioii me ! Where are thy 
VOW'S, thou faithless perjured muu? Hast thou ni: 
honour — no eonseience — no remorse for thy per- 
fidious conduct towards me ? — Ausw er me, wilt thou 
at last do me justice, or must 1 have recourse to 
heaven or li(*Il for iny revenge?” If poor Wagtail 
^as amazed before slie spoke, what must bis eon- 
u lie on hearing this address ! Ilis natural pale- 


ness changed into a ghastly clay colour, his eyes 
rolled, his lips trembled, and he answered, in an 
accent not to be described, “ U pon my w ord, honour, 
and salvation ! madam, you are actually mistaken 
in iny person. I have a most particular veneration 
for your sex, aud am actually incapable of injuring 
any lady in tlie smallest degree, madam ; — besides, 
madam, to the best of my recollection, 1 never had 
the honour of .sei*iiig you before, as I liope to he 
saved, madam !” “ J low, traitor I” exied she, “ dost 
thou disown me tlien ?— Mistaken ! no, too w ell 1 
know that fair bi*w itching face; too well I know 
that false enchanting tongue! — Alas! gentlemen, 
since the villain comjiels me, by his iiiikindiicss, to 
expose myself and him, know that this b<*trayer, 
under the specious pretence of honourable addresses, 
won my lieart, ;ind, taking advantage of his con- 
(]uest, robbed me of my virgin tresisiire, and after- 
wards abandoned im* to my fate ! 1 am now lour 
months gone with child by him, turned out of doors 
hy my relations, and left ;i prey to misery and w ant ! 
Yes, thou barbarian,” said she, turning to Wagtail, 
“thou tiger, thou suec.iibiis! too well thou knowest 
my situation — but 1 w ill tear out tliy faithless lieart, 
and deliver the world from such a monster.” So 
saying, she sjxiirig forward at the doctor, wlio witli 
iiieredihle agility jumped over the table, and ran 
behind BragweU, while the rest of us endeavoured 
to appease the furious heroine. Altliough owry- 
body in the company affected the utmost surjirise, 
J could easily jierceive it was a scheme concerted 
among tlieni to produce diversion at the doctor's 
exjiense; and being under no eonoern about the 
coiiseipienee, I entered into the eonfederac} , and 
enjo}ed the distress of Wagtail, who, with tears in 
liis oyo.s, begged the proteidion of the eomjiuny, 
deeJaring himself as imioeent of tlie crime laid to 
his charge, as the fmtus iu utero; and hinting, at 
the same time, tliat nature had not put it into his 
power to he guilty of such a tresjiass. “Nature!” 
cried the lady; “there wuis no nature in the case- 
lie abused me by the help of cliarms and spells; or 
else how is it possible that any woman could liave 
listened to the addresses of sneli a scarecrow'? Y^ere 
these owlish e}es made for ogling; that earriim 
coiiiplexion to be lulmired; or that mouth like a 
horse-shoe to be kissed? No, no, you owe your 
success to your fibres, to your drugs and incanta- 
tions ; and not to your natural talents, which are in 
every respect mean and contemjitible.” The doctor 
now thought he had got an opportunity of vindi- 
cating himself effectually ; and desired llie eom- 
plaiiiaut to comja'se herself but for half an hour, 
ill which he undertook to jirovc the absurdity of 
believing iu the pow'er of incantations, w'liicli were 
only idle dreams of ignorance and sutierstitioii. He 
accordingly jiroiiouneed a very learned discourse 
upon the nature of ideas, the power and inde- 
pendence of the mind, the properties of stimulating 
medicines, the difference between a proneness to 
venery, w'hich many simples would create, aud a 
passion limited to one object, which can only he the 
result of sense and reflection ; and concluded with 
a pathetic reinoiistrance, setting forth his unhappi- 
ness in being persecuted w ith tin* resentment of a 
lady whom he had never injured, nor even seen 
before that occasion, and whose faculties were, in 
all likeliliood, so much impaired hy her misfortunes, 
that an innocent person w'as in danger of being 
ruined by her disorder, lie had no sooner fiiiislied 
his harangue, than the forlorn princess renew ed bet 
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lamentations, and cautioned the company against 
his eloquence, which, she said, was able to bias the 
most impartiid bench in Christendom. Banter ad- 
vised him to espouse her immediately, as the only 
means to salve his reputation, and offered to accom- 
pany him to the Fleet for that purpose ; but Slyboot 
proposed that a father should be purchased for the 
child, and a comfortable alimony settled on the 
mother. Ranter promised to adopt the infant gratis. 
Wagtail was ready to worship him for his gene- 
rosity ; and, though he persisted in protesting his 
innocence, condescended to everything, rather than 
his unblemished character should be called in ques- 
tion. The lady rejected the proposal, and insisted 
on matrimony. Bragwell took up the cudgels for 
the doctor, and undertook to rid him of her impor- 
tunity for half a guinea ; upon which Wagtail, with 
great eagerness, pulled out his purse, and put it into 
the hand of his friend, who, taking half a piece out 
of it, gave it to the plaintiff^ and bade her thank 
God for her good fortune. When she had received 
this bounty, she affected to weep, and begged, since 
the physician had renounced her, he would at least 
vouchsafe her a parting kiss. This he was prevailed 
upon to grant, with great reluctance, and went up 
with his usual solemnity to salute her ; when she 
laid hold of his cheek with her teeth, and held fast, 
while he roared with anguish, to the unspeakable 
diversion of all present. When she thought pro|icr 
to release him, she dropped a low curtsey to the 
company, and quitted the room, leaving the doctor 
in the utmost horror, not so much on account of 
the pain, as the apprehension of the consequence of 
the bite ; for by this time lie was convinced of her 
being mad. Banter prescribed the actual cautery, 
and put the poker in the fire to be heated, in order 
to sear the place. The player was of opinion that 
Bragwell should scooj) out the part affected with 
the point of his sword; but the painter prevented 
both these dreadful operations, by recommending 
a balsam he had in his pocket, which never failed 
to cure the bite of a mad dog. So saying, he pulled 
out a small bladder of black paint ; with which 
he instantly anointed not only the sore, but the 
greatest part of the jiatieut’s face, and left it in a 
frightful condition. In short, the poor creature was 
so harassed with feai* and vexation, that J pitied 
him extremely, and sent him home in a chair, con- 
trary to the inclination of everybody present. 

This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell, 
who testified his displeasure, by swearing a few 
threats, wnthout making any application ; which 
being perceived by Slyboot, v*'ho sat by me, he, 
with a view of promoting a quarrel, whispiered to 
me, that he thought Ilragwell used me very ill ; but 
every man was the best judge of his own affairs. 
I answered aloud, that 1 would neither suffer Mr. 
Bragwell nor him to use me ill with impunity, and 
that I stood in no need of his counsel, in regard to 
the regulation of my conduct. He thought proper 
to ask a thousand pardons, and assured me he 
meant no offence ; while Bragwell feigned himself 
asleep, that he might not be obliged to take notice 
of what passed. But the player, who had more 
animal spirits and less discretion than Slyboot, 
unwilling to let the affair rest where he had dropped 
ih jogged Mr. Bragwell, and told him softly, that 
1 called him names, and threatened to cudgel him. 
This particular I understood by his starting, and 
crying, “ Blood and wounds ! you lie ! No man 
' durst treat me so ignominiously — Mr. Random, did 


you call me names, and threaten to drub me?" 
I denied the imputation, and proposed to punish 
the scoundrel, who endeavoured to foment dis- 
turbance in the company. Bragwell signified his 
approbation, and drew his sword ; I did the same, 
and accosted the actor in these words : “ Lookee, 
Mr. Ranter, I know you possess all the mimicry 
and mischievous qualities of an ape, because I have 
observed you put them all in practice more than 
once to-night, on me and others *, now I want to 
see if you resemble one in nimblcness also ; there- 
fore I desire you to leap over this sword without 
hesitation.” So saying, I held it parallel to the 
horizon, at the distance of about three feet from 
the floor, and called, “Once — twice — thrice, and 
away but, instead of complying with my com- 
mand, he snatched his hat and hanger, and assum- 
ing the looks, swagger, and phrase of Pistol, burst 
out into the following exclamation : “ Ha ! must I 
then perform inglorious prank, of sylvan ape in 
mountain forest caught! Death rock me asleep, 
abridge my doleful days, and lay my head in fury’s 
lap. Have we not lliren here?” This buffoonery 
did not answer his expectation, for by this time the 
company was bent on seeing him in a new charac- 
ter. Mr. Banter desired me to hold my sword a 
foot or two higher, that he might have the better 
opportunity of exerting himself. The painter told 
him, if he j)erformed well, he w ould recommend 
him as a vaulter to the proprietors of Saddler’s 
Wells ; and Bragwell, crying “ Leap for the king,” 
applied the point of his sword to the player’s pos- 
teriors with sueli success, that he sprung over in 
a trice, and, finding the door unguarded, vanished 
in a twinkling ; glad, no doubt, of having paid his 
share of the reckoning so easily. 

Jt being now near two o'clock in the morning, 
we discharged the bill, and sallied out into the street. 
The painter slunk away without taking his leave. 
Billy Chatter, being unable to speak or stand, w’^as 
sent to a bagnio ; and Banter and 1 accompanied 
Bragwell to Moll King’s coffee-house, where, after 
he had kicked half a dozen hungry whores, we left 
him asleep on a bench, and directed our course 
towards (Jharing-cross, near which place both he 
and 1 lodged. 

The natural dryness of my companion being over- 
come by fujiior, he honoured me by the way with 
many compliments and professions of friendship, 
for which I made suitable acknowledgments, and 
told him T thought myself happy in having, by my 
behaviour, removed the unfavourable opinion he 
entertained of me at first sight. He was surprised 
at this declaration, and begged me to exjilain 
myself : upon which 1 mentioned what I had over- 
heard him say of me to Wagtail in the coffee-house. 
He laughed,! and made an apology for his freedom, 
assuring me, that my appearance had very much 
prepossessed him in my favour ; and what he said 
was only intended as a joke on the doctor’s solem- 
nity. 1 was liighly pleased at being undeceived 
in this particular, and not a little proud of the good 
opinion of this wit, who shook me by the hand at 
parting, and promised to meet me next day at the 
ordinary. 

CHAPTER XLVH. 

strap communicates to me a Conquest he held made of a 

Chandler’s Widow — Finds himself miserably mistaken — 1 

go to the Opera — Admire Melinda — Am cautioned by 

Banter— Go to the Assembly at Hampbtead— Dance with 
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that young Lady — Receive an insolent Message from 
Bragwell, whose metsil is soon cooled — Am in favour with 
my Mistress, whom I visit next day ; and am bubbled 
out of eighteen Guineas at Cards — Strap triumphs at my 
Success, but IS astonished at my Expense— Banter comes 
to my Lodging, as very sarcastic at my expense, and bor- 
rows live Guineas from me, as a proof of his Friendship. 

In the morning before T got up, Strap came into 
my chamber, and, finding me awake, hemmed 
several times, scratched his head, cast his eyes 
upon the ground, and, with a very foolish kind of 
simper upon his face, gave me to understand he 
had sometliing to communicate. “By your counte- 
nance,” said J, “I expeef to hear good tidings.” 
“ Indifferent,” replied he, tittering ; “ that is, here- 
after as it shall be. You must know I have some 
thoughts of altering my condition.” “ What !” cried 
I, astonished, “a matrimonial scheme? O rare 
Strap! thou hast got the heels of me at last.” 
“ N’ — no less, I assure you,” said he, bursting into 
a laugh of self-approbation ; “ a tallow-chandler’s 
widow, that lives hard by, has taken a liking to 
me — a fine jolly dame, as plump as a partridge. 
She has a well furnished house, a brisk trade, and 
a good deal of the ready. 1 may have her for the 
asking. She told a friend of mine, a brother foot- 
man, that she would take me out of a stinking 
clout. But 1 refused to give my final answer, till 
1 knew your opinion of the matter,” I congratu- 
lated Monsieur d’lOstrapes upon his conquest, and 
approved of the scheme, provided he could be 
assured of those circumstances of her fortune ; but 
advivsed him to do nothing rashly, and give me an 
opportunity of seeing the lady before matters should 
be brought to a conclusion, lie assured me he 
would do nothing without my consent and ajipro- 
bation, and that very morning, while I Wiis at 
breakfsLst, introduced lus inamorata to my acquaint- 
ance. She was a short thick woman, about the 
age of thirty- six, and had a particular prominence 
of belly, which I perceived at first sight, not with- 
out some suspicion of foul play. 1 desired her, 
however, to sit, and treated her with a dish of tea ; 
the discourse turned upon the good qualities of 
Strap, whom I represented as a prodigy of sobriety, 
industry, and virtue. —When she took her leave, 
he followed her to the door, and returned licking 
his lips, and asked if 1 did not think she was a 
luscious creature. I made no mystery of my ap- 
prehension, but declared ray sentiments of her 
without reserve ; at which he was not surprised, 
telling me he had observed the same symptom, but 
had been informed by his friend that she was only 
liver-grown, and would in a few months be as 
small in the waist as ever. “Yes,” said I, “a few 
weeks I believe will do the business. In short. 
Strap, it is my opinion, that you are egregiously 
imposed upon ; and that this friend is no other 
than a rascal who wants to palm his trull upon you 
for a wife, that he may at once deliver himself from 
the importunities of the motlier, and the expense 
of her bantling ; for which reason I would not 
have you trust implicitly to the report he makes 
of her wealth, which is inconsistent with liis be- 
haviour ; nor run your head precipitately into 
a noose, that you may afterwards wish exchanged 
for the liangman’s. lie seemed very much startled 
at my insinuation, and promised to look twice 
before he leaped ; saying, with some heat, “ Odds, 
if I find his intention is to betray me, we shall see 
which of us is the better man.” My prediction 


was verified in less than a fortnight; her great 
belly producing an infant, to the unspeakable 
amazement of Strap, who was, before this happened, 
mclinable to believe I had refined a little too much 
in penetration. His false friend disappeared ; 
and m a few days after an execution was issued 
against her goods and household furniture, which 
were seized by the creditors. 

Meanwhile I met my friend Banter at the ordi- 
nary, and in the evening went to the opera with 
him and Mr. Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in 
one of the boxes, and offered to introduce me to 
her, observing at the same time, that she was a 
reigning toast worfli ten thousand pounds. This 
piece of information made my heart bound "with 
joy, and I discovered great eagerness to accept the 
proposal ; upon which he assured rne I should dance 
with her at the next assembly, if he had any in- 
fluence in that quarter. So saying, lie went round, 
spoke to lier some minutes, and, as I imagined, 
pointed at me ; then returning, told me, to my in- 
expressible j)leasur(% that 1 might depend upon 
what he had promised, for she was now engaged as 
my partner. Banter, in a whisper, gave me to 
understand, that she was an incorrigible coquette, 
wdio would grant the same favfmr to any young 
fellow in England of a tolerable appearance, merely 
to engage him among the herd of her admirers, 
she might have the pleasure of sei'ing them 
daily increase ; that she was of a cold insensible 
disposition, dead to every passion but vanity, and 
so blind to merit, that he would lay any wager the 
wealthiest fool sliould carry her at last. I attributed 
a good (leal of this intelligence to the satirical turn 
of my friend, or resentment for having himself 
suffered a rebuff from the lady in question ; and, 
at any rate, trusted so much to my own accomplish- 
ments, as to believe no woman could resist the 
ardour of my addr(‘sses. 

bull of this confidence T repaired to Hampstead, 
in company with Billy Chatter, ray Lord Hobble, 
and Doctor Wagtail. There I saw a very brilliant 
assembly, before whom I had the honour to walk a 
minuet with Melinda, who charmed me witli her 
frank manner and easiness of behaviour. Before 
the country dances began, 1 received a message', 
by a person 1 did not know, from Bragwell, who 
was present, importing that nobody who ktie.w him 
presumed to dance with Melinda, while he was 
there in person ; and that 1 would do well to re- 
linquish her without noise, because he had a mind 
to lead up a country dance with her. 7'bis extra- 
ordinary intimation, which was delivered in the 
lady’s hearing, did not at all discompose me, who 
by this time was pretty well acquainted with the 
character of my rival. I therefore, without the 
least symptom of concern, bade the gcnlleinun tell 
Mr. Bragwell, that, since I was so happy as to ob- 
tain the lady’s consent, I sliould not be solicitous 
about his ; and desired the bearer himself to bring 
me no such impertinent messages for the future. 
Melinda affected a sort of oonfusion, and pretended 
to wonder that Mr. Bragwell should give himself 
such liberties with regard to her, who had no 
manner of connexion with the fellow. T laid hold 
of this opportunity to display my valour, and of- 
fered to call him to account for his insolen 2 e, a 
proposal which she absolutely refused, under pre- 
tence of consulting my safety, though I iould 
perceive by the sparkling of her eyes, that she 
would not have thought herself affronted in being 
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the subject of a duel. I was by no means pleased 
with this discovery of her thoughts, wliich not only 
argued the most unjustifiable vanity, but likewise 
the most barbarous indifference ; however, I was 
allured by her fortune, and resolved to gratify her 
pride, in making her the occasion of a public 
quarrel between me and Bragwell, who, X was 
pretty certain, would never drive matters to a dan- 
gerous extremity. 

While we danced together, I observed this for- 
midable rival at one end of the room, encirclea 
with a cluster of beaux, to whom he, talked with 
great vehemence, casting many big looks at me, 
from time to time : I guessed the subject of his 
discourse, and as soon as I had handed my partner 
to her seat, strutted up to the place where he stood, 
and cocking my hat in his face, demanded aloua if 
he had any thing to say to me. I le answered with 
a sullen tone, “ Nothing at present, sir and turned 
about upon his heel. “ Well,” said I, “you know 
where 1 am to be found at any time.” Ilis com- 
panions stared at one another, and J returned to 
the lady, whose features lyiglitened ut my ajiproach, 
and immediately a whisper ran through the whole 
room; after Avhich so many eyes weri* turned upon 
me, that I was ready to sink with confusion. 
When the ball broke up, I led her to her coach, 
and, like a true French gallant, w'ould have got up 
behind it, in order to protect her from violence m 
the road ; but she absolutely refused my offer, and 
expressed her concern that there was not an empty 
seat for me williin the vehicle. 

Next day in the al'tornoon, 1 waited on her at 
her lodgings, by permission, in company witli 
(’liatter, and was very civilly received by her n»o- 
iher, with whom she lived ; there wen; a good 
many fashionable people present, chiefly ^oung 
fellows, and immediately after tea, a couple of 
card tables were set, at one of which 1 had the 
honour to play with Melinda, who, in less than 
three hours, made shift to plunder me of eiglit 
guineas. 1 was w ell enough content to lose a little 
money with a good grace, that I might have an 
o})portunity in tlic mean time to say soft things, 
which are still most welcome when atten(l(‘d with 
good luck ; but J was by no means satisfied of her 
fair play, a circumstanee that shocked me not a 
little, and greatly imj)ain‘d my o})inion of her 
disinterestedness and delicacy. However, J was 
resfdved to profit by this behaviour, and treat her 
in my turn w'itli less ceremony ; accordingly, 1 
laid close siege to lier, and finding her not at all 
disgusted with the gross incen.se I offered, that 
very niglit made a declaration of love in plain 
terms. She received my addresses with groat 
gaiety, and pretended to laugh tliem off’; but, at 
tile same time, treated me with such particular com- 
placency, that 1 was persuaded 1 had made a con- 
quest of her heart, and concluded myself the 
happiest man alive. Elevated with these flattering 
ideas, 1 sat down again to cards after supper, and 
with great cheerfulness suffered myself to be 
cheated of ten guineas more. 

It w'as late before 1 took my leave, after being 
favoured with a general in\ itatiou ; and when 1 
got into bed, the adventures of the day hindered 
me from sleeping. Sometimes I pleased mjself 
W’ith the hopes of jmssessing a fine woman with 
ten thousand pounds; then 1 would riiiniiiate on 
the character 1 had heard of her from Ranter, and 
compare it with the circumstances of her conduct 


towards me, which seemed to bear too great a resem- 
blance to the picture he had drawn. This intro- 
duced a melancholy reflection on the expense I had 
undergone, and the smallness of my funds to sup- 
port it, which, by the by, were none of my own. 
In short, I found myself involved in doubts and 
perplexities, that kept me awake the greatest part 
of the night. 

In the morning. Strap, with whom I had not 
conversed for two days, presented himself with the 
utensils for shaving me ; upon which, I asked his 
opinion of the lady whom he had seen me conduct 
to her coach at Hampstead. “ Odd ! she’s a deli- 
cious creature,” cried he, “ and, as 1 am informed, 
a great fortune. 1 am sorry you did not insist on 
going home witli her. 1 dare say, she would not 
have refused your company ; for she seems to be a 
good-humoured soul.” “ There's a time for all 
things,” said 1. “ You must know^ Strap, 1 was in 

company with her till one o’clock this’ morning.” 

I had no sooner pronounced these words than lie 
began to caper about tlie room, and snap his fin- 
gers, crjdng, in a transport, “ The day’s our own ! 
— the day’s our own !” J gave liim to understand 
that histriumpli was a little premature, ami that I 
liad more diflieulties to surmount than he was 
aware of. 'I'hen I recounted to liiiii the iiitelligenee 
I had received from Ranter, at which he changed 
colour, shook his head, and observed there was no 
faith in woman. I told him I w as resolved to iiiah** 
ahold ))ush notwithstanding, although I fort'saw it 
would lead me into a great (‘Xpens(‘ ; and hade him 
guess the sum 1 had lost last night at cards. He 
serateh<*d his chin, and protested his abhorrence of 
cards, tlie very name of which licing mentioned, 
made him sweat with vexation, as it recalled the 
inouey-dropper to his reinembranee • “ Rut, liow'- 
ever,” said ho, “ you have to do witli other giiess- 
peo])le now% Why, 1 suppose*, if you had a hud 
run last night, you would scarce come off for less 
than ten or twelve shiHings.” 1 was mortified at 
Ibis piece of simjilieity, which I imagined, at th;it 
time, was all affected, by way of reprimand for my 
folly ; and asked with some lieat, if he thought 1 
spent the eveming in a cellar with chairmen and 
hunters; giving him to know at the same time, 
that my exjiensc; had amounted to eighteen guineas. 
It would require the jiencil of Hogarth to express 
tlie astonishment and concern of Strap, on hearing 
this piece of news. The bason in which he was 
preparing the lather for niy chin, dropped out of 
his hands, and he remained some time immovable 
in that ludicrous attitude, witli his mouth open, and 
his eyes thrust forward considerably bej^ond their 
station; but remembering my disposition, wliich 
was touchy and impatient of control, he smothered 
lii.s chagrin, and attempted to recollect himself. 
With this view, he endeavoured to laugh, but, in 
spite of his teeth, broke out into a wliimper, look 
up his wash-ball and pewter pot, scrubbed my 
beard with the one, and discharged the other 
upon my face. I took no notice of his confusion, 
but after he had fully recovered himself, put him in 
mind of his right, and assured him of my readiness 
to surrender his effects whenever he should think 
proper to demand them. He was nettled at my 
insinuation, which he thought proceeded from my 
distrust of his friendship; and begged I would 
never talk to him in that strain again, unless I had 
a mind to break bis heart. 

This good creature’s unalterable friendship for 
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*, affected me willi the most grateful sentiments, 
d acted as a spur to my resolution of acquiring a 
■tunc, that I mig^ht have it in my power to 
Liiifcst my generosity in my turn. For this pur- 
se J determined to bring matters to a, speedy 
iclusion with Melinda ; well knowing that a few 
?h nights as the last would effectually incapaci- 
‘ .te me from prosecuting that or any other advan- 
tageous amour. 

While my meditation was busied in planning 
out my future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me 
with a visit ; and, after breakfast, asked how I had 
passed the preceding evening. J answered, I was 
very agreeably entertained at a private house. 
“Yes,” said he, with a sarcastic smile, “you de- 
served something extraordinary for the price you 
paid.” I was surprisi*d at this remark, and ])re- 
tended ignorance of his meaning. “ ('ome, come, 
Itandom,” continued he, “you need not make a 
mystery of it to me, tfie whole town has it. I wish 
that foolish affair between you and Ilragwell at 
llauij)stead had been less public. It has set all the 
busj -bodies at, work to find out your real character 
and situation ; and you cannot imagine what con- 
j<‘ctures have already circulated at your exjuuise. 
One suspects you to be a lesuit in disguise; 
another tliiuks joii are an agent from the IVe- 
tender; a tliird believes you to be an upstart 
gamester, because nobody knows any thing of your 
family or fortune ; a fourth is of opinion that you 
are an Irish fortune hunter.” This last li)])othcsis 
toueJjcd me so nearly, that, to conecjil my con- 
fusion, I uas fa’in to interrujit his detail, and d — n 
the world for an envious meddling comimmity, 
that would not suffer a geutleiruin to live without 
molestation, lie took no notice of this apostrophe, 
but went on, “ For my own part, 1 neither know, 
nor desire to know, who or what ^ou are; this I 
am certain of, that few people make a mystery of 
their origin or situation, who can boast of any 
thing a/lvantageons in either ; and my own opinion 
of the matter is, that you have raised yourself by 
your industry, from nothing to the appearance you 
now maintain, and which you endeavour to support 
by .some niatriinoiiial sciiemc.” Here he fixed his 
e}^es stedfastly upon me, and ])erceiving my face I 
covered with blushes, told me, now he was con- | 
firmed in his opinion ; — “Look ye. Random,” said 
he, “ 1 have divined your jiUin, and am confident 
it will never succeed. You are too honest, and too 
ignorant of the town, to practise the necessary 
cheats of your profession, and detect the conspira- 
cies that will be formed against you. Besides, you 
are downright bashful — what the devil I set up for 
a fortune hunter before you have conquered tlie 
sense of shame ! Ferliaps you arc entitled by your 
merit, and I believe you are, to a richer and better 
wife than Melinda ; but, take my word for it, she 
is not to be won at that rate ; or, if you are so 
lucky as to carry her, between you and me, you 
may say as Teague did, By my soul^ J have yainvd 
a loss ! She would take care to spend her fortune 
in a twinkling, and soon make you sick of her 
extravagance.” I was alarmed by his discourse, 
while I resented the freedom of it, and exjiressed 
my disgust, by telling him, he was mistaken in my 
intentions, and desiring he would give me leave to 
regulate my conduct according to the dictates of 
*ny own reason. He made an apology for the 
liberty he had taken, and ascribed it to the w'^armth 
of his friendship for me ; as an uncommon instance 


of which, he borrowed five guineas, assuring me, 
there were very few people in the world whom he 
would so far favour with his confidence. I gave 
him the money, and professed myself so well con- 
vinced of his sincerity, that he had no occasion to 
put it to such extraordinary proofs for the future. 

“ I thought,” said he, “ to have asked five pieces 
more, hut hearing you was bubbled of eighteen 
last night, I presumed you might he out oi cash, 
and resolved to model my demand accordingly.” 

I could not help admiring the cavalier behaviour 
of this spark, of whom I desired to know his 
reason for saying I was bubbled. lie then gave 
me to understand, that, before he came to my 
lodgings, he had beat up IVun Tossle, who, having 
been present, informed him of the particulars, 
rehearsed all the fine things 1 said to Melinda, with 
which he proposes to entertain the town ; and, 
among other circumstances, assured him, my mis- 
tress cheated with so little art, that nobody but a 
mere novice could have been imiiosed upon. 

The thonglits of becoming a subject of raillery 
for coxcombs, and losing my money to boot, stung 
me to tlie (puck; but I made a virtue of iny 
indignation, and swore that no man should, with 
impunity, either asperse the character of IVIelinda, 
or turn my behaviour into ridicule. He reyilied, 
in a dry manner, that I vould find it an Herculean , 
task to chastise evtTy body who would laugh at my 
expense; and as for the character of [Melinda, ho 
di(i not see liow it could sufler by what was laid to 
her charge ; for tlint cheating at cards, far from 
being I'eekoncd a blemish among people of fashion, 
was looked upon as an honourable indication of 
superior genius and address. “ Hut let us waive 
this subject,” said he, “ and go to the coffeehouse, 
in ordcT to make a party for dinner.” 


CHAPTER XLVUI. 

Wc repair to the Coffeehouse, where we overhear a curious 
Dispute between WafjtJnl and Medlar, which is referred to 
our Decision — The Doctor pives an account of his Kxperi- 
nient — Medlar is roasted by llanterat the Ordinary — The 
old Gentleman's Advice to me. 

Being as willing to drop the theme, as he to pro- 
pose it, I accompanied him thither, where we found 
Mr. Medlar and Dr. Wagtail disputing upon the 
word Custard, which the physician affirmed should 
he spelled with a iJ, because it was derived from 
the Latin verb yustarc, “to taste.” But Medlar 
pleaded custom in behalf of (\ observing, that, by 
the doctor’s rule, we ought to change jmdding into 
budding, because it is derived from the French 
word Boudin ; and in tluit case why not retain the 
original orthograjihy and pronunciation of all the 
foreign words we have adojitcd ; by which means 
our language would become a dissonant jargon, 
without standard or propriety. I'he controversy 
was referred to us; and Banter, notwithstanding 
his real opinion to the contrary, decided it in favour 
of Wagtail: upon which the peevish annuitant 
arose, and uttering the in onosj- liable “Pish!” with 
great emphasis, removed to another table. 

We then imiuired of the doctor what progress he 
had made in the experiment of distilling tinder- 
water ; and he told us he had been at all the glass- 
houses about town, but could find nobody who 
would undertake to blow a retort large enough to 
hold the third jiart of the quantity prescribed ; but 
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he intended to try the process on as much as would 
produce five drops, which would be sufficient to 
prove the specific, and then he would make it a 
parlianientary affair ; that he had already purchased 
a considerable weight of rags, in reducing which to 
tinder, he had met with a misfortune, which had 
obliged him to change his lodgings; for he had 
gathered tliem in a heap on the floor, and set fire 
to them with a candle, on the supposition that the 
boards would sustain no damage, because it is the 
nature of flame to ascend ; but by some very ex- 
traordinary accident, the wood was invaded, and 
began to blaze with great violence, which disor- 
dered him so much, that he had not presence of 
mind enough to call ffir assistance, and the whole 
house must have been consumed, with him in the 
midst of it, had not the smoke that rolled out of the 
windows in clouds, alarnu‘d the neighbourhood, 
and brought people to his succour. Tliat he had 
lost a pair of black velvet breeches and a tic wig in 
the hurry, besides the expense of the rags, which 
were rendered useless by the water used to quench 
the flame, and the damage of the floor, which he was 
compelled to repair. That his landlord, believing 
him distracted, had insisted on his quitting his apart- 
ment at a minute’s warning, and he was put to incre- 
dible inconvenience ; but now he was settled in a 
very comfortable house, and had the use of a large 
paved yard for preparing his tinder : so that he hoped 
in a very short time to reap the fruits of his labour. 

After having congratulated the doctor on his 
prospect, and read the papers, we repaired to an 
auction of pictures, where we entertained ourselves 
an hour or two. From thence we adjourned to the 
Mall, and after two or three turns, went back to 
dinner. Banter assuring us, that he intended to 
roast Medlar at the ordinary ; and, indeed, we 
were no sooner set than this Cynic began to exe- 
cute this purpose, by telling the old gentleman, that 
he looked extremely w^ell, considering the little 
sleep he had enjoyed lust night. To this compli- 
ment Medlar made no reply but by a stare, accom- 
panied with a significant grin ; — and Banter went 
on thus : “ I d<ju’t know whether most to admire, 
the charity of your mind, or the vigour of your 
body. Upon my soul, Mr. Medlar, you do ge- 
nerous things with the best taste of any man I 
know : you extend your compassion to real objects, 
and exact only such returns as they are caj)able of 
making. You must know, gentlemen,” said he, 
turning to the company, “ 1 had been up most part 
of the night with a friend who is ill of a fever, and 
on my return home this morning chanced to pass 
by a gin shop still open, whence issued a confused 
sound of mirth and jollity : upon which I popped 
in my head, and perceived Mr. Medlar dancing 
bare-headed in the midst of ten or twenty ragged 
hunters, who rejoiced at his expense. But indeed, 
Mr. Medlar, you ought not to sacrifice your con- 
stitution to your benevolence. Consider you grow 
old apace ; and therefore have a reverend care of 
your health, which must certainly* be very much 
impaired by these nocturnal expeditions.” The 
testy senior could no longer contain himself, but 
cried hastily, “ ’Tis well known that your tongue 
is no slander.” “ I think,” said tlie .other, “ you 
might spare that observation, as you are very sen- 
sible, that my tongue has done you signal service 
on many occasions. You may remember that 
when you made your addresses to the fat widow, 
who kept a public house at Islington, there was a 


report spread very much to the prejudice of your 
manhood, which coming to the ears of your mis- 
tress, you was discarded immediately, and I brought 
matters to a reconciliation, by assuring her you 
had three bastards at nurse in the country: how 
you ruined your own affair afterwards, it is neither 
my business nor inclination to relate.” This anec- 
dote, which had no other foundation than in Ban- 
ter’s own invention, aflbrded a good deal of mirth 
to every body present, and provoked Mr. Medlar 
beyond all sufferance ; so that he started up in a 
mighty passion, and, forgetting that his mouth was 
full, bespattered those who sat next to him, while 
he discharged his indignation in a volley of oaths, 
and called Banter insignificant puppy, impertinent 
jackanapes, and an hundred such appellations ; 
telling the company, he had invented these false 
malicious aspersions, because he would not lend 
him money to squander away among rooks and 
whores. A very likely story,” said Banter, “ that 
I should attempt to borrow money of a man who is 
obliged to practise a thousand shifts to make his 
weekly allowance hold out till Saturday night. 
Sometimes he sleeps four and twenty hours at a 
stretch, by which means he saves three meals, be- 
sides coffeehouse expense. Sometimes he is fain 
to put up with bread and cheese and small beer 
for dinner ; and sometimes he regales on two penny 
w'orth of ox -cheek in a C(‘llar.” “You are a lying 
miscreant,” cried Medlar, in an ecstacy of rage, “ t 
can always command money enough to pay your 
tailor's bill, which I am sure is no trifle ; and I 
have a good mind to give you a convincing proof 
of my circumstances, by prosecuting you for de- 
famation. sirrah.” By this time the violence of his 
wrath had deprived him of his appetite, and he sat 
.silent, unable to swallow one mouthful, while his 
tormentor enjoyed his mortification and increased 
his chagrin, by advising him to lay in plentifully 
for his next day’s fast. 

Dinner being ended, we came down stairs to the 
coffee-room, and Banter went away to keep an 
appointment, saying, he supposed he should see 
Wagtail and me in the evening at the Bedford cof 
feehouse. He was no sooner gone, than the old 
gentleman took me aside, and said, he was sorry to 
sec me so intimate with that fellow, who was one of 
the most graceless rakes about town, and had al- 
ready wasted a good estate 'and constitution upon 
harlots ; that he had been the ruin of many a young 
man, by introducing them into debauched company, 
and setting a lewd example of all manner of wicked- 
ness ; and that, unless 1 was on my guard, he would 
strip me in a short time both of my money and 
reputation. 1 thanked him for his information, and 
promised to conduct myself accordingly, wishing, 
however, his caution had been a few hours more 
early, by which means I might have saved five 
piineas. Notwithstanding this intelligence, I was 
inclinable to impute some part of the charge to 
Medlar’s revenge for the liberties taken with him 
at dinner ; and, therefore, as soon as I could dis- 
engage myself, applied to Wagtail for his opinion 
of the character in question ; resolved to compare 
their accounts, allowing for the prejudice of each, 
and to form my judgment upon both, without ad- 
hering strictly to either. The doctor assured me. 
that he was a very pretty gentleman of family and 
fortune ; a scholar, a wit, a critic, and perfectly well 
acquainted with the town; that his honour and 
courage were unquestionable, though some er.trava 
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gances he had been ^ilty of, and his talents for 
satire, had procured him enemies, and made some 
people shy of his acquaintance. From these dif- 
ferent sketches, I concluded that Banter -was a 
young fellow of some parts, who had spent his 
fortune, but retained his appetites, and fallen out 
with the world, because he could not enjoy it to 
his wish. 

I went to the Bedford coffeehouse in the evening, 
w'here I met my friends, from thence proceeded to 
the play, and afterwards carried them home to my 
lodgings, where we supped in great good humour. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 

1 receive a Challenge — The Consequences of it— The Quarrel 
being made up, am put m Arrest, by the Care and Affection 
of Strap — But immediately released upon explaining my 
Affair — The Behaviour of Mr. Oregan and his two Friends 
— I visit Melinda, whom I divert with an Account of the 
Duel — Propose Marriage— She refer.s the Matter to her 
Mother, of whom 1 make a solemn demand ol her Daughter 
— The old Lady’s Behaviour — 1 am discarded— Resent theii 
Disdain. 

When I was ready to go abroad next day, Strap 
brought me a letter. To Mr. lianduin^ Esq. Those 
— ^Which, upon opening, 1 found contained a chal- 
lenge, conceived in these very extraordinary terms : 

‘Sir, — W hereas I am informed that you make love to 
Miss Melinda (loosctrajj — This is to let you know that she is 
under promise of maniage to me ; and that I am at this 
present ujuting at the hack ol* Montague House, with a pair 
ot good pistols in my hand ; and il you will keep your ap- 
pointment, 1 will make your tongue confess (after the breath 
IS out of your body) that you do not deserve her so w'cll as 
“Yours, &e. “Rouiik Orkgan.” 

I guessed from the style and subscription of this 
1)1 Uet, that my rival w'as a true Milesian, and was 
not a little uneasy at the contents, especially that 
part in which he asserted his right to my mistress 
by promise, a circumstance I did not know how to 
reconcile to her good sense and penetration. How- 
ever, this was no time for me to decline the defiance, 
because the success of my addresses might in a great 
measure depend upon my behaviour in that s^air. 
I therefore immediately loaded my pistols, and 
betook myself in a hackney coach to the place 
appointed, where I found a tall raw-boned man, 
with a hard-featured countenance, and black bushy 
heard, walking by himself, wrapped up in a shabby 
great coat, over wliich his own hair descended in a 
.‘eathern queue, from his head, that was covered 
'with a greasy hat trimmed with a tarnished point 
d*Espagne. He no sooner perceived me advancing, 
than he pulled a pistol from his bosom, and pre- 
senting it at me, snapped it without the least pre- 
amble. Alarmed at this rude salutation, 1 made a 
stand ; and before he could adjust his other piece, 
fired one of mine at him, wiUiout doing any damage. 
By this time he was ready with his second, that 
flashed in the pan without going off. Upon which 
he called, with a true Tipperary cadence, “Eire 
away, honey,” — and began to hammer his flint with 
great deliberation. But 1 was resolved to make use 
of the advantage fortune had given me ; and there- 
fore stepped up, without throwing away my fire, 
desiring him to ask his life, or prepare for another 
world; but this stout Hibernian refused to con- 
descend, and complained bitterly of my having 
quitted my ground before he could return my shot; 
saying 1 ought to go hack to my station, and let him 


have an equal chance with me. I endeavoured to 
persuade him that I had given him a double chance 
already ; and it was my business to prevent him 
from enjoying a third ; — hut now, since I had an 
opportunity, I demanded a parley, and desired to 
know his condition, and reason for calling me to 
the field, who, to the best of my remembrance, far 
from having done him an injury, had never before 
seen him. He told me, that he was a gentleman of 
fortune, who had spent all he had, and hearing that 
Melinda had got ten thousand pounds, he intended 
to make himself master of that sum by espousing 
her, and was determined, in an honourable way, to 
cut the throats of all those who stood between him 
and his hopes. 1 then demanded to know the 
foundation of his hopes ; and, now that 1 had seen 
him, being more and more astonished at the cir- 
cumstance of the promise, desired that he would 
explain that mystery. He gave me to understand, 
that he trusted entirely to his birth and personal 
merit ; that he had frequently written to Melinda, 
setting forth his claim and pretensions, hut she was 
never kind enough to send an answer, or even to 
admit him into her presence ; and that the promise 
he mentioned in his letter was made by his friend 
Mr. Gahagan, who assured him, that no woman 
could resist a man of his appearance. I could not 
forbear laughing to excess at tl^i simplicity of my 
rival, who did not seem to relish my mirth, hut be- 
gan to he very serious. Upon which I endeavoured 
to appease him, by giving him my word and honour, 
that, far from prejudicing his addresses to the lady, 
I would represent him to her in the most favourable 
light 1 could with any regard to truth ; hut he must 
not he surprised if she should remain blind to his 
deserts, for nothing v as more capricious than a 
woman’s mind, and the affection of that sex was 
seldom purchased with virtue alone. That my de- 
claration might have the better effect, I took notice 
of his disliabille, and professing sorrow at seeing a 
gentleman reduced, slipped two guineas into his 
hand ; at sight of wliich he threw aw ay his pistols, 
and, hugging me in his arms, cried, “Arrah, by 
Jesus now, you are the best friend T have met with 
these seven long years.” When 1 liad suffered some 
minutes in his embrace, he quitted me, and picking 
up his rusty arms, wished the devil might bum him 
if he should give me any further trouble about 
womankind. 

The quarrel being thus amicably composed, I 
begged leave to look at his pistols, which 1 found 
so crazy and so foul, that 1 believe it was happy for 
him neither of them was discharged, for one of them 
would certainly have split in the going off, and he 
would, in all probability, have lost his hand in the 
explosion ; but what gave me a lively idea of the 
man’s character was to find, upon examination, that 
one of them had been loaded without being primed, 
and the other primed without a charge. 

While we walked home together, I expressed a 
desire of knowing my friend’s history ; and he in- 
fonned me of his having served in tlie German 
anny as a volunteer against the Turks ; that, for 
his behaviour at the siege of Belgrade, he had been 
honoured with an ensign’s commission, and after- 
wards promoted to the rank of lieutenant, in which 
station it was his misfortune to affront his captain, 
who chaUenged him to the field, and was killed in 
the duel, upon which he was obliged to retreat ; — 
that he had been in England some years soliciting 
his friends for provision in the British army ; but 
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being liitherto unsuccessful, was desired by Mr. 
Gahagan to turn his thoughts to matrimony, and 
make his fortune by an advantageous match ; in 
consequence of which advice, he had made up to 
Melinda, and having heard, by means of an Irish 
footman in the family, that I was her chief favourite, 
had called me out, in hoi>es of removing by my 
death the greatest obstruction to his desires; but 
now he was convinced of my honour and gene- 
rosity, he swore by the blessed Virgin, he would 
think of her no more, if there was not another 
woman in the world. As a farther proof of his 
veracity, w'hich I did not at all doubt, he opened an 
old iron snuff-box, and pulled out his commission 
in the Imperial army, and his captain’s challenge, 
which he preserved as testimonials of his character. 
I was so well convinced of this poor man’s honesty 
and courage, that I determined to speak in his 
behalf to some of my acquaintance, who might re- 
commend his case to the consideration of those wdio 
could provide for him ; and in the mean time to 
accommodate him with a few clothes, by which his 
appearance would he much mended, and himself 
enabled to renews his solicitations in ])erson. 

As we walked along, conversing socially together, 
we were met by a file of musketeers, and Strap at 
their head, wdio no sooner approached, than, with 
a frantic look, he ei#*d, “ Seize them ! —in the name 
of God ! seize them.” — We w'ere accordingly sur- 
rounded, and put in arrest by the corporal, who 
M^as commanding officer; hut C'aptain Oregan dis- 
engaged himself, and ran with such speed towards 
Tottenham-court-road, that he w'as out of sight in 
a moment. When my arms were dtdivered up, 
and myself secured, fetrap became a little more 
composed, and asked jiardon for the liberty he had 
taken, which he hoped 1 would excuse, as it pro- 
ceeded from his affection. He tlieii told me, that, 
suspecting the letter (which by the b}e was brought 
by the author himself) contained something extra- 
ordinary, he had jiceped through the key-hole, ami 
seen me load my jiistols ; upon wdiich he ran down 
to Whitehall, and applied to the officer on guard for 
a parly to put me in arrest ; hut before he returned, 
I was gone in a coach ; that he had impured which 
way 1 went, and having heard that duels were 
commonly fought at the back of Montague-house, 
he conducted the guard to this place, where lie 
thanked God for having found me safe and sound. 
1 gave him to understand, that I forgave his offi- 
cious concern for once, but cautioned him in pretty 
severe terms, of making me the subject of idle 
conversation for the future ; then, turning to the 
corporal, thanked him for his care, and gave him 
a crown to drink with his men, assuring him that 
the remcontre was over long before he came up, and 
every thing compromised, as he might observe by 
our behaviour; as a farther proof of which he 
would find, upon examination, that one of my 
pistols had been discharged ;- -but this civil person, 
without giviug himself or me any further trouble, 
received the bounty with a thousand bows and ac- 
knowledgments, and returning the pistols, released 
me immediately. 

He was not gone a hundred yards, when my 
friend Oregan came up, in order to rescue me, with 
two tatter-demalions whom he had engaged for 
that purpose about the x>urlieus of St. Giles’s : one 
of them was armed with a musket that wanted a 
lock, and another with a rusty broad sword ; but 
their dress surpassed all description. When he 


understood I was already free, he made an apology 
for his abrupt departure, and introduced me to his 
two companions : first, to counsellor Fitz-clabber; 
who, he told me, was then employed in compiling 
a history of the kings of Munster, from Irish ma- 
nuscripts; and then to his friend Mr. Gahagan, 
who was a profound philosopher and politician, and 
had projected many excellent schemes for the good 
of his country. But it S(‘ems these literati had been 
very ill rewarded for their ingenious labours ; for 
between them both there was but one shirt and a 
half pair of breeches. 1 thanked them very kindly 
for their readiness to assist me, and having offered 
my servicie in my turn, bade them good morrow, 
desiring ( Irogan to accompany me to iny lodgings, 
where he was fitted witli decent clothes fi om my 
wardrobe, so much to his satisfaction, that he swore 
eternal gratitude and friendship for me, and, at my 
recjuest, recounted all the adventures of his lile. 

in the afternoon I w^aited on Melinda, who re- 
ceived me with great kindness and familiarity, and 
laughed excessively at my adventure with the 
Irishman, to whose wishes she was no stranger, 
having more than a dozi*n letters in her possession, 
which he had wrote to her on the subject t>f love, 
and which, for my entertainment, she suhniitted to 
my perusal. Having made ourselves meny at the 
expense of this ]>oor admirer, 1 seized the oppor- 
tunity of lier mother's going out ol’ the room, and 
introduced my own passion, which 1 reeomnieiided 
to her with all the ardour and elociueuee I w as 
master of. J flattered, sighed, and swa>re. entreated, 
and acted a tliousand extvavaganees, in hojies of 
making some inq)resMon on her heart ; but she 
heard every thing I said without discovering tlie 
least emotion ; and other eompany came in, before 
she would voiielisafe one serious repiv. After tea, 
the cards were brought in, according to custom, 
and it w’as my good folium* to have J\l(*limla for 
m> partner; by which means, instead of losing, 1 
came off with five guineas clear gain. 

1 soon beeaine acquainted with a good many 
people of fashion, and spent m> time in the modish 
diversion of the town, such as jilays, ojieras, mas- 
querades, drums, assemblies, and j>u])])i‘t-show s ; 
chiefly in company with ]Meliiida, whom 1 culti- 
vated w ith all the eagerness and address that my 
prosj)(‘et eould inspire, ami my education afford ; I 
Sfiared neither my person nor my purse*, to gratify 
her vanity and pride ; my rivals w ere intimidated, 
and indet'd outshone ; and, after all, J began to fear 
that the dear creature had not, a heart to lose. At 
last, finding myself unable to support the expense 
of this amour mueli longer, J was determim*d to 
bring the matter to a crisis; and one evtiiing, 
while we were together by ourselves, complained 
of her indifference, described the tortim*s of sus- 
pense to a lovesick mind, and press<*d her to dis- 
close her sentiments of matrimony and me, with 
such earnestne.ss, that she could not, with all her 
art, shift the subject, hut was obliged to come to an 
eelaircissemeiit. Sin* told me with a careless air, 
that she had no objection to my pi*rson, and, if I 
could satisfy her mother in otlier particulars, I 
should not find her averse to the match ; but she 
vpas resolved to do nothing in such a momentous 
concern, without the advice and consent of her 
parent. This was no very agreeable declaration 
to me, w'hose aim had been to win her inclination 
first, and then secure my eomjuest by a private 
marriage, to which 1 flattered niyself she would 
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express no reluctance. That I might not, however, 
desert my cause before it was desperate, I waited 
on her mother, and with great formality demanded 
the daughter in marriage. The good lady, who 
was a very notable woman, behaved with great 
state and civility ; thanked mo for the honour 1 
intended her family ; and said, that she did not 
doubt that 1 was in all respects qualified to make a 
woman happy ; but it concerned her, as a parent 
anxious about the welfare of her child, to in<|uire 
into the particulars of my fortune, and know what 
settlement I proposed to make. To tliis intimation, 
which would have utterly disconcerted me if 1 had 
not expected it, 1 replied, without hesitation, that, 
though mj^ fortune was very small, T was a gentle- 
man by birth and education, would maintain her 
daughter in the sphere of a gentlewoman, and 
settle her own dowry on her and her heirs for 
ever. This careful matron did not seem to relish 
my proposal, but observed, with a demure eounte- • 
nance, that there was no necessity for settling tliat 
upon her child which was her own already : how- 
ever, if I pleased, her lawyer should confer with 
mine upon the matter ; and, in the mean time, she 
desir(*d I would favour lier with the perusal of my 
rent-roll. Notwithstanding the vexation I was 
under, 1 could scar<‘c forbear laughing in her face, 
at llu‘ mention of my rent-roll, which was, indeed, a 
severe piece of satire on my pretensions. 1 frankly 
owned 1 had no landed estate ; and told her, that 
I could not (‘xactly specify the sum 1 was mast<‘r 
of, until I had regulated my affairs, which W’cre at 
present in some disorder; but that I w'ould take 
an opportunity of satisfying her upon that head 
V(‘ry soon. 

It was not hmg before 1 took my leave, and 
returned to my lodgings in a very melancholy 
mood, persuaded that 1 had nothing more to expect 
from that (piarter. I was confirmed in this opinion 
next day, when 1 w'ent back with a view of ex- 
plaining myself more fully to the old gentlewoman; 
and was told by the footman, that his ladies were 
not at home, although 1 had seen Melinda through 
the blinds at the jiarlour wdndow, as 1 went up to 
the door. Incensed at tliis aifrout, 1 (juitted the 
door, without saying one word, and as 1 repassed 
the parlour, bowi*(l to Miss, wdio still remained in 
the same situation, securely screened, as she 
thought, from Aiew'. 

'Jdiis disappointment gave me more uneasiness 
on Straji’s account, than my own ; for I was in no 
danger of d} ing for love of Melinda ; on the eoti- 
trarv, the remembrance of my charming Narcissa 
w'as a continual cheek upon my conscience, during 
the wdiole course oi‘ my addresses; and perhaps 
contributed to the bad success of my scheme, 
by controlling my raptures, and condemning my 
design. 

There was a necessity for informing my com- 
panion of every thing that happened to me, and I 
performed this piece of duty in an alfected passion, 
swearing I would be his paekhorse no longer, and 
desiring him to take the management of his affairs 
into his own hands. This finesse had the desired 
effect ; for, instead of grumbling over my mis- 
carriage, Strap was frightened at the passion 1 
feigned, and begged me, for the love of (Jod, to be 
appeased ; observing, that, although we had suffered 
a great loss, it was not irreparable ; and if fortune 
frowned to-day, she might perhaps smile to-morrow. 

I pretended to acquiesce in his remarks, praise his 


equanimity, and promise to improve by misfortune, 
lie, on the other hand, pretended to be perfectly 
well satisfied with my conduct, and conjured me to 
follow the dictates of my own reflection ; but, in 
spite of all his affectation, I perceived his inward 
affliction, and his visage sensibly increased in 
longitude from that day. 

CnAPTER L. 

I long to be revenged on Melinda — Apply to Banter for 
his Assistance — lie contri’.os a Scheme for that Purpose, 
which IS put in Execution with great Success — 1 make an 
Attempt on the Heart of Miss Gripe^%cll, but am dis- 
appointed — Grow melancholy at my Disappointment, and 
have recourse to the Bottle — Receive a Billet doux — Am 
ravished with the Contents— Eind myself involved in an 
Intrigue, w’luch I imagined would make my Fortune — Am 
confounded at my Mistake, which banishes all Thoughts of 
Matrimony. 

In the mean time, my attention was wholly en- 
grossed in search of another mistress and the desire 
of being revenged on Melinda, in both which 
schemes I was very much assisted by Billy Chatter, 
who was such a necessary creature among the 
ladies, that in all private dances he engaged the 
men. To liim therefore I applied, desiring he would 
introduce me to a partner of some figure at the 
next jirivate assembly, for the sake of a frolic, the 
intention of w hich I would afterwards communicate. 
Billy, who had heard something of the diflerenee 
between Mi'linda and nie, immediately smoked 
part of my design, and thinking T only wanted to 
alarm her jealousy a little, promised to gratify my 
desire, by matching me w’ith a partner w'orth thirty 
thousand j)()iin(iK, whom the ladies of this end of the 
town had lately taken under their management 
and ])rotection. Upon further inquiry, I found this 
person's nain(‘ w as Miss Biddy Grii)ewell; that her 
lather, who had been a pawnbroker, died intestate, 
by which nieaiis all liis substance descended to his 
daughter, who was so little a favourite, that, could 
the old man have prevailed w ith liis ow'ii rapacious 
disposition to part w ith as much money as would 
have j)aiii the expense of a will, she would have 
inherited a sixlli part of his fortune; that, during 
his life, far from being educated in a way suitable 
to sucli great expectations, she Avas obliged to live 
like a si‘rv;int Aveneh, and do the most menial ofiices 
ill the family. But his funeral w';is no sooner per- 
formed, then she assumed the line lad\, and found 
so many people of both sexes to flatter, caress, and 
instruct lier, that, for want of discretion and ex- 
perience, she Avas grown insiitterably Aiiiii and 
arrogant, and pretended to no less than a duke or 
earl at least for her hushand. 'fhat she had the 
misfortune to he neglected by the English quality, 
hut a certain jioor Scottish lord Aias tlien making 
interest to be introduced to her ac<iuaintance. In 
the mean time, she was fallen into the hands of a 
notable lady, who had already disjxised of her to a 
lieutenant of foot, a distant relation of her lady- 
ship’s, though IVliss, as yek knew nothing of the 
affair. And, lastly, that, if 1 proposed to dance 
with her, I must give him leave to represent me as 
a knight or foreign count at least. I was raA'ished 
at this jiiece of information, and consented, for one 
night, to personate a French marquis, that I might 
the easier fulfil my revenge. 

Having made the appointment with Chatter, I 
went to Banter’s lodgings, as 1 had by this time 
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conceived a great opinion of his penetration and 
knowledge , and, after I had enjoined secrecy, 
told him everjr circumstance of my disgrace with 
Melinda, and imparted the plan 1 had projected to 
mortify that proud coquette, desiring his advice in 
improving, and assistance in executing the scheme. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to his misan- 
thropical temper, than an account of her behaviour 
and my resentment. He applauded my resolution, 
and proposed that I should not only provide myself 
with a proper partner, but also procure such an one 
for Miss Goosetrap as should infallibly entail upon 
her the ridicule of all her acquaintance. For this 
purpose he mentioned his barber, who, he said, was 
an exceeding coxcomb, lately come from Paris, 
whose absurd affectation and grimace would easily 
pass upon her for the sprightly politesse of a 
gentleman improved by travel. 1 hugged him for 
this hint; and he assured me, it would be no 
difficult matter to make him believe, that Melinda, 
having seen him by accident, was captivated by his 
appearance, and longed for his acquaintance. He 
actually engaged him on this pretence, and painted 
his good fortune in such colours, that the poor 
shaver was quite beside himself with joy. He was 
immediately fitted with a tawdry suit of clothes 
belonging to Banter, and by him recommended to 
Chatter, as a very pretty fellow just returned from 
his travels. Mr. Billy, who acted as a gentleman 
usher to a great many of the fair sex in and about 
town, undertook at once to bespeak Melinda in his 
behalf; and every thing happened according to 
my wish. 

At the time appointed, I appeared dressed to the 
best advantage ; and, in the character of Marquis, 
had the honour of opening the ball witli the rich 
heiress, who attracted the eyes of the whole com- 
pany, by the prodigious number of jewels with 
which she was adonied. Among others, 1 perceived 
Melinda, who could no more conceal her envy than 
astonishment at my success. IBt curiosity was 
still more flagrant and tormenting, for she had never 
seen Miss Gripewell before; and Chatter, who alone 
,^ould give her any satisfaction on that head, was 
engaged in conversation at the other end of the 
room. I observed her impatience, and exulted in 
her chagrin ; and after my partner was set, took the 
opportunity of passing by her to make a slight bow 
without stopping; which completed my triumph 
and her indignation. She changed colour, bridled 
up, assumed an air of disdain, and flirted her fan 
with such a fury, that it went to pieces in a moment, 
to the no small entertainment of those who sat near 
and observed her. 

At length the metamorphosed barber took her 
out, and acted his part with such ridiculous extra- 
vagance, that the mirth of the whole company was 
excited at his expense, and his partner so much 
ashamed, that, before the country -dances began, 
she retired in great confusion, under pretence of 
being taken suddenly ill, and was ^bllow^ed by her 
gallant, who, no doubt, imagined her indisposition 
vrus nothing but love; and laid hold of the occasion 
of conducting her home, to comfort her, with an 
assurance of his entertaining a reciprocal passion. 
They were no sooner gone, than an inquisitive 
wliispcr of “ Who is he ? ” ran round the room ; and 
Chatter could give no other intelligence about him, 
than that he was a man of fortune just returned 
from his travels. I, who alone was acquainted with 
his real quality, affected ignorance, well knowing 


that female curiosity would not rest satisfied with 
such a general account, and that the discovery 
would proceed with a better grace from anybody 
than me. 

Meanwhile, I was tempted ^ the richness of the 
prize, to practise upon Miss Grripewell’s heart, but 
soon found it too well fortified with pride and 
indifference to yield to any eftbrts in my owm 
character, and I neither would nor could preserve 
the title 1 had borrowed longer than that night. 

As I expected, every thing came to light next 
day. The barber, in pure simplicity of heart, de- 
tected himself to Melinda, and mscovered the 
foundation of his hopes. She sickened at the af- 
front, and was ashamed to show her face in public 
for many weeks after this accident. Poor Chatter 
found it impossible to justify himself to her satis- 
faction ; w as in utter disgrace with Miss Gripewell, 
for having imposed me upon her as a nobleman ; 
and suffered very much in his character and in- 
fluence among the ladies in general. 

Finding my finances diminished more than one 
half, and my project as little advanced as on the 
first day of my arrival in towm, T began to despair 
of my success, and grew melancholy at the pros- 
pect of approaching want. To dispel the horrors 
of this fiend, I had recourse to the bottle, and kept 
more company than ever. 1 became particularly 
attached to the playhouse, conversed with the 
actors behind the scenes, grew acquainted with a 
body of Templars, and in a short time commenced 
a professed wit and critic. Indeed 1 may say, 
without vanity, that I was much better qualified 
than any one of my companions, who were, gene- 
rally speaking, of all the creatures 1 ever con- 
versed with, the most ignorant and assuming. By 
means of these avocations, I got the better of care, 
and learned to separate my ideas in such a manner, 
that whenever 1 was attacked by a gloomy reflec- 
tion, I could shove it aside, and call in some agree- 
able reverie to my assistance. This was not the 
case with Strap, who practised a thousand shifts to 
conceal the sorrow that preyed upon his carcase, 
and reduced him to the resemblance of a mere 
skeleton. 

While I thus posted, in a thoughtless manner, 
towards poverty, 1 one day received, by the j)enny- 
post, a letter written in a woman’s hand, containing 
a great many high-flown comj)liments, warm protes- 
tations of love, couched in a very poetical style, 
an earnest desire of knowing whether or not my 
heart was engaged, by leaving an answer at a cer- 
tain place, directed to K. B. and the whole sub- 
scribed, “Your incognita.” I was transported 
with joy on reading the contents of this billet doiix, 
which I admired as a masterpiece of tenderness 
and elegance, and was already up to the ears in 
love with the author, whom my imagination repre- 
sented as a lady of fortune, in the bloom of youth 
and beauty. Elevated with this conjecture, I went 
to work, and exhausted my invention in composing 
an answer suitable to the sublimity of her style, 
and the ardour of her sentiments. 1 expressed my 
admiration of her wit in terms the most hyper- 
bolical; and, while I acknowledged mysell* un- 
worthy of her regard, declared myself enamoured 
of her understanding ; and, in the most pathetic 
manner, implored the honour of an interview. 
Having finished this performance, and communi- 
cated it to Strap, who skipped about for joy, I 
despatched him with it to the place appointed, 



RODERICK RANDOM. 


Ill 


which was the house of a milliner not far from 
Bond-street, and desired him to keep watch near 
the door for some time, that he might discover the 
person who should call for it. In less than an hour 
he returned with a joyful countenance, and told me, 
that, soon after he had delivered tlie letter, a chair- 
man was called, to whom it was given, with directions 
to carry it to the house of a rich gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) followed him, 
and saw it put into the hands of a waiting woman, 
who paid the messenger, and shut the door. That, 
upon inquiry at an alehouse hard by, where he 
called for a pint of beer, he understood, the gentle- 
man to whom the house belonged had an only 
daughter, very handsome, who would inherit his 
whole estate, and who certainly was the author of 
the billet I had received. 1 was of the same 
opinion, and hugging myself in the happy prospect, 
dressed immediately, and passed in great state by 
the house that contained my unknown admirer. 
Nor was my vanity disappointed ; fori perceived 
a beautiful young creature standing at one of the 
windows of the dining-room, who, 1 imagined, ob- 
served me with more than common curiosity. 
That I might indulge her view, and at the same 
time feast my own, 1 affected to stop, and gave 
orders to Straj), in the street, just opposite to her 
station, by which means 1 had an opportunity of 
seeing her more distinctly, and of congratulating 
myself on having made a conquest of so much per- 
fection. I n a few minutes she retired, and 1 betook 
myself to the ordinary, in a rapture of hope, which 
deprived me of appetite for that meal, and sent me 
home in the evening to indulge my contemplation. 

Early next day, I was favoured with another 
epistle from my unknown charmer, signifying her 
unutterable joy at the receipt of mine, which, while 
it made a tender of my heart, convinced her of the 
value of it. Above all things, slie professed ex- 
treme pleasure in finding me so much attached to 
her understanding, a circumstance that not only 
flattered her in tlie most sensible part, hut at the 
same time argued my own sagacity. As for the 
interview I desired, she assured me, that 1 could 
not he more eager for such an oecasion tlian she ; 
hut she must nc.t only sacrifice a little more to de- 
corum, but be satisfied of my honourable intentions, 
before she would grant that request: meanwdiile, 
she gave me to understand, that although she might 
owe some deference to the opinion of certain per- 
sons, she w'as resolved, in an affair that so nearly 
eoneerned her happiness, to consult her own in- 
clination, preferable to the advice of the whole 
world ; especially as she was urged to such conde- 
scension by no consideration of fortune, what she 
depended upon being her owm without restriction or 
control. Struck with admiration at the philosophy 
and self-denial of my mistress, who seemed insen- 
sible of the beauty she possessed, and, in particular, 
ravislied with that piece of intelligence, by which I 
learned her fortune was independent, 1 resumed the 
pen, launched out into encomiums on the dignity 
of her sentiments, affected to undervalue the charms 
of external beauty, pretended to ground iny passion 
on the <jualities of her mind, complained of her 
rigour in sacrificing my repose to an over-scru- 
pulous regard to decorum, and declared the purity 
of my designs in the most solemn and pathetic 
vows. This performance being sealed and directed, 
was sent to the place appointed, by Strap, who, that 
we might be still the more confirmed in our belief, 


renewed his watch, and in a little time brought back 
the same information as before, with this Edition, 
that Miss Sparkle (the name of my correspondent), 
looking out at the window, no sooner saw the mes- 
senger arrive, than she shut the casement m a sort 
of beautiful confusion, and disappeared ; eager, no 
doubt, to hear from the dear object of her love. 

My doubts now vanished, the long-expected port 
appeared, and I looked upon myself as perfectly 
secure of that happiness I had been in quest of so 
long. After dinner, I sauntered, in company with 
Doctor Wagtail, to that part of the town in which 
niy inamorata lived ; and as he was a mere register, 
inquired of him into the name, character, and for- 
tune of every body who possessed a good house 
in the streets through which we passed ; when 
it came to his turn to mention Sir John Sparkle, 
he represented him as a man of an immense estate, 
and narrow disposition, who mewed up his only 
child, a fine young lady, from the conversation of 
mankind, under the strict watch and inspection of 
an old governante, who was either so honest, en- 
vious, or insatiable, that nobody had been, as yet, 
able to make her a friend, or get access to her 
charge, though numbers attempted it every day ; 
not so much on account of her expectations from 
her father, who, being a widower, might marry 
again, and have sons, as for a fortune of twelve 
thousand pounds left her by an uncle, of which she 
could not be deprived. I'his piece of news exactly 
tallying with the last part of the letter I had been 
honoured with in the morning, had such an effect 
on me, that any man, except Wagtail, might have 
observed roy emotion *, but his attention was too 
much engrossed by the contemplation of his own 
importance, to suffer him to be affected with the 
deportment of any other body, unless it happened 
to be so particular, that be could not help taking 
notice of it. 

When 1 had disengaged myself from him, whose 
conversation grew insi})id to me, I went home and 
made Strap acquainted with the fruit of my re- 
searches. This faithful squire was almost choked 
with transports, and even wept with joy ; but whe- 
ther on account of himself or me, I shall not pre- 
tend to determine. Next day a third billet doux 
was brought to me, containing many expressions 
of tenderness, mingled willi some affecting doubts, 
abojit the artifice of mau, the inconstancy of youth, 
and the jealousy often attending the most sincere 
passion ; withal desiring I would excuse her, if she 
should try me a little longer, before she declared 
herself beyond tlie power of retracting. These in- 
teresting scruples added fuel to my flame, and im- 
patience to my hope ; I redoubled my complaints 
of her indifference, and pressed her to an assigna- 
tion with such fervid entreaties, that, in a few days, 
she consented to meet me at the house of that 
milliner who had forwarded all my letters. 1 luring 
the interval between the date of her promise and 
the hour of appointment, my pride soared beyond 
all reason and description ; I lost all remembrance 
of the gentle Narcissa, and my thoughts were wholly 
employed in planning triumiihs over the malice and 
contempt of the world. 

At length the happy hour arrived, I flew to the 
place of rendezvous, and was conducted into an 
apartment, where I had not waited ten minutes, 
when T heard the rustling of silk, and the sound of 
feet ascending the stairs. My heart took the alarm, 
j and beat quick ; my cheeks glowed my nerves 
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thrilled, and my knees shook with ecstasy ! I per- 
ceived the door opening, saw a gold brocade petti- 
coat advance, and spruijg forward to embrace my 
charmer ! Heaven and earth ! — how sliall I paint 
my situation, when I found Miss Sparkle converted 
into a wrinkled hag, turned of seventy ! I was 
struck dumb with amazement, and petrified with 
Iiorror I This ancient Urganda perceived my dis- 
order, and approaching with a languishing air, 
seized my hand, asking, in a squeaking tone, if Iw’as 
indisposed. Her monstrous affectatjun completed 
the disgust I had conceived for her at first appear- 
ance ; and it was a long time before 1 could com- 
mand myself so much as to behave with common 
civility. At length, however, I recollected myself, 
and pronounced an apology for my behaviour, 
which, Tsaid, proceeded from a dizziness that seized 
me all of a sudden. My hoary dulcinea, who, no 
doubt, had been alarmed at ray confusion, no sooner 
learned the cause to which 1 now ascribed it, than 
she discovered her joy in a thousand amorous co- 
quetries, and assumed the sprightly airs of a girl of 
sixteen. One while, she ogled me with her dim 
eyes, quenched in rheum; then, as if she was 
ashamed of that freedom, she affected to look down, 
blush, and play with her fan ; then toss her head, 
that I might not perceive a palsy that shook it, ask 
some childish questions with a lisping accent, gig- 
gle and grin with her mouth shut, to conceal the 
ravages of time upon her teeth ; leer ui)on me 
again, sigh piteously, fling herself about in her chair 
to show her agility, and act a great many more 
absurdities that youth and beauty can alone excuse. 
Shocked as I was at my disappointment, my dis- 
position was incapablt! of affronting any jierson who 
loved me ; I therefore endeavoured to put a good 
face on the matter for the present, resolved to drop 
the whole affair as soon as 1 should get clear of her 
company. With this view, I uttered some civil 
things, and, in particular, desired to know the name 
and condition of the lady w ho had honoured me so 
much. She told me her name w as Withers ; that 
she lived witli Sir John Sparkle in quality /)f go- 
verness to his only daughter, in w hich situation she 
had picked up a comfortable sufiieieney to make 
her easy for life ; that she had the pleasure of see- 
ing me at church, where my appearance and deport- 
ment made such an impression uj)on her heart, that 
she could enjoy no ease uutil she had inquired into 
my character, which she found so amiable in all 
respects, that she yielded to the violence of lier in- 
clination, and ventured to declare her passion, with 
too little regard, perhaps, to the decorum of her 
sex ; but she hoped 1 would forgive a trespass of 
whicli I myself Avas, in some measure, the cause, 
and impute her intrusion to the irresistible dictates 
of love. No decayed rake ever swallowed a bolus 
with more reluctance than I felt in making a reply 
suitable to this compliment, when, instead of the 
jewel, I found the crazy casket only in my power ; 
and yet my hopes began to revive a little, when 1 
considered, that, by carrying on the appearance of 
an intrigue with the duenna, 1 might possibly obtain 
access to her charge. Encouraged by this sugges- 
tion, ray temper grew more serene, my reserve wore 
off, I talked en cavalier, and even made love to this 
antiquated coquette, who seemed extremely happy 
in her adorer, and spread all her allurements to 
make her imagined conquest more secure. The 
good woman of the house treated us with tea and 
sweetmeats, and afterwards withdrew, like a civil 


experienced matron as she was. Left to our mu- 
tual endearments. Miss Withers (for she was still a 
maiden) began to talk of matrimony, and expressed 
so much impatience in all her behaviour, that had 
she been fifty years younger, 1 might possibly havo 
gratified her longing without having recourse to tlic 
church ; hut this stej) my virtue, as well as interest, 
forbade. When the inclinations of an old maid 
settle upon a young fellow, he is persecuted witli 
her addresses ; but should lie once grant her the 
favour, he will never he able to disentangle himself 
from her importunities and reproaches. It was my 
business to defer the ceremony as long as j)ossible,^ 
under the most specious pretences, with a view of 
becoming acquainted vuth Miss Sparkle in the mean 
time ; and 1 did not despair of success, wlien J con- 
sidered, that, in the course of our correspondence, 

I should, in all probability, be invited to visit ni}. 
mistress in her own apartment, and by tliese means 
huA’^e an opportunity of conversing with her charm- 
ing ward. 1‘leased with this prospect, my heart 
dilated with joy, 1 talked in raptures to tlie stale 
governante, and kissed her shrivelled hand with great 
devotion. She was so much transported with her 
jood fortune, that she could not contain her ecstasy, 
hut flew" upon me like a tigress, and pressed her skin- 
ny lips to mine ; when (as it was no doubt concerted 
by her evil genius) a dose of garlic she had sw al- 
lowed thatmonnng,to dispel wind 1 suppose, began 
to operate with such a sudden explosion, that human 
nature, circumstanced its 1 was, could not endure 
the shock with any degree of temper. 1 lost all 
patience and refleetiou, flung aw ay from her in an 
instant, snatched my hat and cane, and ran down 
stairs as if the devil hud me in j)ursuit, and cor’ 
scarce refrain the convulsitui of my bowel*- 
were grievously oflended by the perf 
saulted me. Strap, who waited ... with 

impatience, seeing me arrive in me utmost disorder, 
stood motionless with apprehension, and dul:^t not 
inquire into the cause. 

After 1 had washed my mouth more than once, 
and reeniited my sjnrits Avith a glass of Aviiie, I re- 
counted to him every particular of what had hap- 
pened; to wliieh he made no other reply for some 
time, than lifting up his e} es, elasping his hands, 
and uttering a liollow groan. At length he ob- 
served, in a melancholy tone, that it was a thousand 
pities my organs were so delicate as to he ofteiuled 
with the smell of garlic. “ Ah ! (jro<l lielp us,” said 
he, “ ’tis not the steams of garlic — no, nor of soim*- 
thing else, that would give me the least uneasiness; 
see what it is to he a cobler’s son.”- 1 replied hastily, 

“ 1 wish, then, } on would go and retrieve my mis- 
carriage.” At this suggestion he started, forced a 
anile, and left the room, shaking his head. Whe- 
ther the old gentlewoman resented my abrupt de- 
parture so much that her love changed into disdain, 
or was ashamed to see me on account of her infir- 
mity, I know not ; hut I was never troubled again 
with her passion. 


CHAPTER LI. 

I cultivate an Acquaintance with two Noblemen— -Am intro- 
duced to Earl Strutwcll— H i 8 kind Promises and Invitation 
—The Behaviour of his Porter and Lacquey — lie receives 
me withau appearance of uncommon Affection — Under- 
takes to speak in my Behalf to the Minister — ^Informs me 
of his Success, and wishes me joy — Introduces a Conver- 
sation about Fetronius Arbiter— Falls in love with my 
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Watch, which I press upon him— I make a Present of a 
Diamond Ring to Lord Straddle— Impart my good Fortune 
to Strap and Banter, wlio disabuses me, to my utter Mor 
tification. 

Baffled liitherto in my matrimonial schemes, I 
beg^an to (inestion my talents for the science of for- 
tune-hunting, and to bend my thoughts towards 
some employment under the government; with 
tlie view of procuring which, I cultivated the ac- 
quaintance of I^rds Straddle and Swillpot, whose 
fathers were men of interest at court. I found these 
young noblemen as open to my advances as I could 
desire. I aecomiianied them in their midnight ram- 
bles, and often dined with them at taverns, where I 
liad the honour of paying the reckoning. 

1 one day took the opportunity, while I was loaded 
with protestations of friendship, to disclose my de- 
sire of being settled in some sinecure, and to solicit 
their influence in my behalf. Swillpot, squeezing 
my hand, said T might depend upon his service, 
ny Gr — d. The other swore that no irian would he 
more jiroud than he to run my errands. Encou- 
raged by these declarations, T ventured to express 
an inclination to be introduced to their fathers, w'ho 
were able to do my business at once. Swillpot 
trankly owned he had not spoke to his father these 
tliree years; and Straddle assured me his father 
liaving lately disobliged the minister, by subscribing 
liis name to a protest in the House of I’eers, was 
thereby rendered incapable of serving his friends 
at present ; hut lie undertook to make me acquainted 
with Earl Strutwell, who was hand and glove with 
a certain person who ruled the roast. This offer f 
embraced with many acknowledgments, and plied 
him so closely, in spite of a thousand evasions, that 
he found himsidf under a necessity of keeping his 
word, ai-rl actually carried me to the levee of this 
great man, *vhere he left me in a crowd of fellow- 
dependents, and was ushered to a particular closet 
audiei. 'O ; from whence in a few minutes he re- 
turned with his lordship, who took me by the hand, 
assured me lie would do me all the service he could, 
and desired to see me often. 1 was charmed with 
my reception, and although 1 had heard that a 
courtier’s jiroinise is not to he depended upon, I 
thought I discovered so much sweetness of temper 
ami candour in this earl’s countenance, that I did 
not doubt of finding my account in his protection. 

J resol vt'd, tlieref’ore, to profit by this permission, 
and Avaited on him next audience day, wdien 1 was 
favoured with a particular smile, sijueeze of the 
hand, and a whisper, signifying that he wanted 
half an hour’s conversation with me in private, 
when he should be disengaged, and for that purpose 
desired me to come and drink a dish of chocolate 
with him to-morrow morning. This invitation, 
which did not a little flatter my vanity and expecta- 
tion, I took care to observe, and went to liis lordship’s 
house at the time appointed. Having rapped at the 
gate, the porter unbolted and kept it half open, 
lilacing himself in the gap, like soldiers in a breach, 
to dispute my passage. J asked if his lord was 
stirring I He answered with a surly aspect, “ No.” 

“ At what hour does he commonly rise ?” said I. 
“Sometimes sooner, sometimes later,” said he, 
closing the door upon me by degrees. I then told 
him, I was come by his lordship’s own appointment; 
to which intimation this (^erberus replied, “ 1 have 
received no orders about the matter;” and was upon 
the point of shutting me out, wlien I recollected 
myself all of a sudden, and, slipping a crown into 


his hand, begged as a favour that he would inquire, 
and let me know whether or not the earl was up. 
The grim janitor relented at the touch of my money, 
which he took with all the indifference of a tax- 
gatherer, and showed me into a parlour, where, he 
said, I might amuse myself till such time as his lord 
should he awake. I had not sat ten minutes in this 
place, when a footman entered, and, without speak- 
ing, stared at me ; I interpreted this piece of his 
behaviour into, “Pray, sir, what is your business .5^” 
and asked the same (inestion I had put to the porter, 
when 1 accosted liim first. The lacquey made the 
same reply, and disappeared before I could get any 
further intelligence. In a little time he returned, 
on pretence of poking the fire, and looked at me 
again with great earnestness ; upon which 1 began 
to jierceive his meaning, and tipping him with half 
a crown, desired he would he so good as to fall upon 
some melhod of letting the earl know that T was in 
the house. He made a low bow, said “ Yes, sir,” 
and vanished. Tliis bounty was not thrown away, 
for in an instant lie came hack, and conducted me 
to a chamber, where I w as received with great 
kindness and familiarity by his lordship, whom I 
found iiist risen, in his morning gowm and slipjiers. 
After breakfast, he entered into a particular con- 
versation with me alx)ut my travels, the remarks I 
had made abroad, and examined me to the full 
extent of my understanding. TVly answers seemed 
to please him very much ; he frequently squeezed 
my baud, and looking at me with a singular com- 
placency in his countenance, hade me depend upon 
liis good oflices with the ministry in my behalf. 
■‘Young men of your qualifications,” said he, “ought 
to he ciierished by every administration. Eor my 
DW'i) part, I see so little merit in the w orld, that I 
have laid it down as a maxim, to encourage the 
least appearance of genius and virtue to the utmost 
if my pow'er — you have a great deal of both ; and 
will not fail of making a figure one day, if 1 am not 
mistaken, but you must lay your account with 
mounting by gradual steps to the summit of }our 
rortime. Jiinne was not built in a day. As you 
mderstand the languages perfectly well, how would 
you like to cross the sea as secretary to an em- 
bassy ?” I assured his lordship, wdth great eager 
ness, that nothing could be more agreeable to my 
inclination. Upon which he hade me make myself 
easy, my business w as done, for he had a place of 
that kind in his view. This piece of generosity 
aff(‘cted me so much, that I was unable for some 
ime to express my gratitude, which at length broke 
out in acknowledgments of my own unworthiness, 
and encomiums on his benevolence. I could not 
•ven help shedding tears at the goodness of this 
noble lord, who no sooner perceived them, than he 
caught me in his arms, and liuggcd and kissed me 
w ith a .seemingly paternal affection. Confounded 
at this uneoramon instance of fondness for a stranger, 

I remained a few moments silent and ashamcjd, then 
rose and took my leave, after he had assured me 
that he would speak to the minister in my favour 
that very day ; and desired that I would not for the 
future give myself the trouble of attending at his 
levee, hut come at the same hour every day when 
he should be at leisure, that is, three times a week. 

Though my hopes were now very sanguine, I 
determined to conceal my prospect from every body 
even from Strap, until T should he more certain of 
success ; and, in the mean time, give my patron no 
respite from my solicitations. When I renew’cdmy 
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visit, I found the street door open to me, as if by 
enchantment ; hut, in my passage towards the pre- 
sence room, 1 was met by the valet de chambre, 
who cast some furious looks at me, the meaning of 
which I could not comprehend. The earl saluted 
me at entrance with a tender embrace, and wished 
me joy of his ^success with the premier, who, he 
said, had preferred his recommendation to that of 
two other noblemen very urgent in behalf* of their 
respective friends, and absolutely promised that I 
should go to a certain foreign court, in quality of 
secretary to an ambassador and plenipotentiary, 
who was to sot out in a few weeks, on an affair of 
vast importance to the nation. I was thunderstruck 
with my good fortune, and could make no other 
reply, than kneel, and attempt to kiss my bene- 
factor’s hand ; w^hich submission he would not per- 
mit, but, raising me up, pressed me to his breast 
with surprising emotion, and told me he had now 
taken upon himself the eare of making my fortune. 
What enhanced the value of the benefit still more, 
was his making light of the favour, and shifting 
the conversation to another subject. Among other 
topics of discourse, tliat of the Bcnca LcUres was 
introduced, upon which his lordship held forth with 
great taste and erudition, and discovered an inti- 
mate knowledge of the authors of antiquity. “ Here's 
a hook,” said he, taking one from liis bosom, 
“ written with great elegance and spirit, and ihougli 
the subject may give offence to somi* narrow-minded 
people, tlic author will always be held in esteem by 
every person of wit and learning.” So saying, he 
put into my hand 3‘etronius Arbiter, and asked my 
opinion of his wit and manner. I told him, that, in 
my opinion, he wrote with groat (‘ase and vivacity, 
but was withal so lewd and indecent, that be ought 
to find no quarter or jirotootion among people of 
morals and taste. “1 own,” replied the earl, “that 
his taste in love is generally decried, and indeed 
condemned by our laws ; but perhaps that may he 
more owing to prejudice and misapprehension, than 
to true reason and deliberation. The best man 
among the ancients is said to have entertained that 
passion ; one of the wisest of their legislators has 
permitted the indulgence of it in his eomnumwcalth ; 
the most celebrated poets haA^e not scrupled to avow 
it. At this day it prevails not only over all the 
cast, hut in most parts of Europe; in our owm 
country it gains ground apace, and in all probability 
will become in a short time a more fashionable vice 
than simple fornication. Indeed, there is something 
to be said in vindication of it ; for, not-withstanding 
the severity of the laAv against offenders in tliis 
way, it must he confessed that the practice of this 
passion is unattended with that curse and burden 
upon society, which proceeds from a race of mise- 
rable and deserted bastards, w ho are cither murdered 
by their parents, deserted to the utmost w ant and 
wretchedness, or bred up to prey upon the eommon- 
wcaltb. And it likewise prevents tlie debauchery 
of many a young maiden, and the prostitution of 
honest men’s wives ; not to mention the consideration 
of health, which is much less liable to be impaired 
in the gratification of this appetite, than in the 
exercise of common venei*y, which, by ruining the 
constitutions of our young men, has produced a puny 
progeny, that degenerates from generation to gene- 
ration. Nay, 1 have been told, that there is another 
motive, perhaps more powerful than all these, that 
induces people to cultivate this inclination, namely, 
the exquisite pleasure attending its success.” 


From Uiis discourse, 1 began to be apprehensive 
that his lordship, finding 1 had travelled, was afraid 
I might have been infected with this spurious and 
sordid desire abroad, and took this method of sound- 
ing my sentiments on the subject. Fired at this 
supposed suspicion, I argued against it w ith great 
warmth, as an appetite unnatural, absurd, and of 
pernicious consequence; and declared my utter 
detestation and abhorrence of it in these lines of th<* 
satirist : — 

“ Kternal infamy the wretch confound 
Who planted first tliat vice on British ground I 
A vice! that, 'spite of sense and nature, reigns, 

And poisons genial love, and manhood stains." 

The earl smiled at my indignation, told me he 
was glad to find iny opinion of the matter so con- 
formable to his own, and that what he had advanced 
was only to provoke me to an answer, Avith which 
he protesse<l himself perfectly well pleased. 

After 1 had enjoyed a long audience, 1 happened 
to look at my Avatch, in order to regulate my motions 
by it; and his lordship observing the chased case, 
desired to see the device, and examine the execu- 
tion, which he approved, wnth some expressions of 
admiration. Considering the obligations I lay un- 
der to his lordship, 1 thought there could not be a 
fitter opportunity than the present to manifest in 
some shape my gratitude ; I therefore begged lie 
would do me the honour to accept of the Avatch as 
a small testimony of the sense I had of his lordshijfs 
generosity ; but be refused it in a peremptory man- 
ner, and said he was sorry 1 should entertain such a 
mercenary opinion of him, observing at the same* 
time, that it was the most beautiful piece of work- 
manship he bad ever seen, and desiring to 
where lie could have such another. 1 ^ • 

thousand jiardons for the freedom ^ 
wliicli 1 hoped he Avould impute * 
the highest veneration for !>’' .lat, 

us it came to my hand - ranee, 1 

could give him no informatiOi t-ue inak(‘v, for 

there was no name on the iusiuc ; and once more 
humbly entreated that he w'ould indulge me so far 
as to use it for my sake. He was still positive in 
refusing it, hut was pleased to thank me for my 
generous offer, saying, it was a present that no 
nobleman need be ashamed receiving; though he 
was resolved to show his disinterestedness Avitli re- 
gard to me, for whom he had conceived a jiartieular 
friendship ; and insisted, if I Avas w illing to part 
with the Avatch, upon knoAving what it liad cost, 
that he might at least indemnity me, by refunding 
the money. On the other liiuid, J assured his lord- 
ship, lliat J should look upon it as an uneommon 
mark of distinction, if he would take it Avithout fur- 
ther question ; and, rather than disoblige me, lie 
Avas at last jiersuaded to juit it in liis pocket, to my 
no small satisfaction, who took my leave imme- 
diately, aft(*r having received a kind squeeze, and 
an injunction to depend ufion his promise. 

Buoyed up with this reception, my heart opened ; 
I gaA^e away a guinea among the lacqueys who 
escorted me to the door, flow to the lodgings of 
Lord Straddle, upon whom I forced my diamond 
ring as an acknowledgment for the great service* 
he had done me, and from tlience hied me home, 
with an intent of sharing my hapjiiness with honest 
Strap. I determined, hoAvever, to heighten his 
pleasure by depressing his spirits at first, and then 
bringing in the good news with double relish. For 
this purpose, I affected the appearance of disap- 
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pointment and cliagriii, and told him in an abropt 
manner, that I had lost the watcli and diamond. 
Tool* Hugh, who liad been already harassed into a 
consumption by intelligence of tliis sort, no sooner 
heard these words, than, unable to contain himself, 
lie cried, with distraction in his looks, “ God in 
heaven forbid 1” 1 could carry on the farce no 
longer, but, laughing in his face, told him every 
thing that had passed, as above recited, llis fea- 
tures were immediately unbended, and the transi- 
tion was so affecting, that he wept with joy, called 
my Lord Strutwell by the appellations of Jewel, 
rhoenix, Jiara avis ; and praising God, that there 
was still some virtue left among our nobility. Our 
mutual congratulations being over, wo gave way to 
our imaginations, and anticipated our happiness by 
prosecuting our success through the different steps 
of promotion, till I arrived at the rank of prime 
minister, and he to that of my first secretary. 

Intoxicated with these ideas, 1 went to the ordi- 
nary, where, meeting with Ranter, I communicated 
the whole affair in confidence to him, concluding 
with an assurance that 1 would do him all the ser- 
vice in my power. He heard me to an end with 
gi’cat patience, then regarding me a good while with 
a look of disdain, pronounced, “ So your business 
is done, you think ?” “ As good as done, I believe,” 
said I. “ ni tell >ou,” replied he, “ what will do 
it still more eflectually, a halter! — ’Sdeath ! if 1 
had been such a gull to two sueh scoundrels as 
Strutwell and Straddle, I would, without any more 
ado, tuck myself up.” Shocked at this exclama- 
tion, 1 desired him, with some confusion, to explain 
himself ; uj)on which he gave me to understand, 
that Straddle was a poor contemptible wretch, who 
lived by borrowing and pimping for his fellow peers; 
that, in eonse<iuence of this last capacity, he had 
doubtless introduced mo to Strutwell, who was so 
notorious for a passion for his own sex, that he was 
amazi'd his character had never reached my ears ; 
and that, far from being able to obtain for me the 
})ost lie had promised, his interest at court was so 
low, that he could scarce providefor a superannuated 
footman once a year, in the customs, or excise. 
That it was a common tiling for him to amuse 
strangers whom his jackals ran down, M’ith such 
assurances and caresses as he had bestowed on me, 
until he had stripjied them of their cash, and every 
thing valuable about them — very often of their chas- 
tity, and then leave them a prey to want and infa- 
my. That he allowed liis servants no other wages 
than that part of the spoil whieh they could glean 
by their industry ; and the whole of his conduct 
towards me was so glaring, that nobody who knew 
any thing of mankind could have been imposed 
upon by his insinuations. 

I leave the reader to judge how I relished this 
piece of information, which precipitated me from 
the most exalted pinnacle of hope, to the lowest 
abyss of despondence; and well nigh determined 
me to take Ranter’s advice, and finish my chagrin 
with a halter. I had no room to suspect the veracity 
of my friend, because, upon recollection, I found 
every circumstance of StrutweU’s behaviour exactly 
tallying with the character he had described. IRs 
hugs, embraces, squeezes, and eager looks, were 
now no longer a mystery, no more than his de- 
fence of Petronius, and the jealous frown of his 
valet-de-chainhre, who, it seems, had been the 
favourite pathic of his lord. 


CHAl^TER LII. 

I attempt to recover my Watch and Jewel, but to no purpose 
— llesolve to revenge myself on Strutwell, by my Impor- 
tunity — ^Am reduced to my last Guinea — Obliged to inform 
Strap of my Necessity, who is almost distracted with the 
News — But, nevertheless, obliged to pawn tny best Sword 
for present Subsistence — That small Supply being ex- 
hausted, I am almost stupified with my Misfortunes — Go 
to the Gaming Table, by the Advice of Banter, and come 
off with unexpected Success — Strap’s Ecstasy — Mrs. Gawky 
waits upon me, professes Remorse for her Perfidy, and im 
plorcs my Assistance — I do myself a piece of justice by 
her Means, and afterwards reconcile her to her Father. 

I WAS so confounded, that I could make no reply 
to Ranter, who reproached me with great indigna- 
tion for havingthrown away upon rascals that which, 
had it been converted into ready money, would have 
supported tlic rank of a gentleman for some months, 
and enable me, at the same time, to oblige my 
friends. Stupified as 1 was, I could easily divine 
the source of his concern, but sneaked away in a 
solitary manner, without yielding the least answer 
to his exjiostulations, and began to deliberate with 
myself in what manner I should attempt to retrieve 
the movables 1 had so foolishly lost. 1 should have 
thought it no robbery to take them again by force, 
could 1 have done it without any danger of being 
detected ; but as I could have no such opportunity, 
X resolved to work by finesse, and go immediately 
to the lodgings of Straddle, where 1 was so fortu- 
nate as to find him. “ My lord,” said 1, “ 1 have 
just now recollected, that the diamond I had the 
honour of presenting to you is loosened a little in 
the socket, and there is a young fellow just arrived 
from Paris, who is reckoned the best jeweller in 
Europe ; I knew him in France, and if your lord- 
ship will give me leave, will carry the ring to him 
to be set to rights. II is lordshif) was not to be caught 
in this snare ; he thanked me for my offer, and told 
me, that having himself observed the defect, he had 
already sent it to his own jeweller to be mended. 
And, indeed, by this time, 1 believe it was in the 
jeweller’s hands, though not in order to be mended, 
for it stood in need of no alteration. 

Balked in this piece of politics, I cursed my 
simplicity, but resolved to play a surer game with 
the earl, whieh I thus devised. J did not doubt of 
being admitted into familiar conversation with him 
as before, and hoped by some means to get the watch 
into my hand ; then, on pretence of v iiidingor play- 
ing wfth it, drop it on the floor, when in all proba- 
bility the fall would disorder the work so as to stop 
its motion. This event would furnish me with an 
ojiportunity of insisting upon carrying it away, in 
order to he repaired ; and then I should have been 
in no hurry to bring it back. What pity it was I 
could not find an occasion of putting this fine 
scheme in execution I When I went to renew my 
visit to his lordship, my access to the parlour was 
as free as ever ; but after I had waited some time, 
the valet-de-charabre came in with his lordship's 
compliments, and a desire to see me to-morrow at 
his levee, he being at present so much indisposed, 
that he could not see company. I interpreted this 
message into a bad omen, and came away muttering 
curses against his lordship’s politeness, and ready 
to go to loggerheads with myself for being so egre- 
giously duped. Rut that I might have some satis- 
faction for the loss I had sustained, I besieged him 
closely at his levee, and persecuted him with my 
solicitations; not without faint hopes, indeed, </f 
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reaping sometliing more from my industry, than the 
Dare pleasure of making him uneasy; though 1 
could never obtain another private hearing, during 
the whole course of my attendance ; neither liad 1 
resolution enough to undeceive Strap, whose looks 
in a little time where so whetted with impatience, 
that, whenever 1 came home, his ey(‘s devoured me, 
as it were, with eagerness of attention. At length, 
however, finding myself reduced to my last guinea, 
I was compelled to disclose my necessity, though I 
endeavoured to sweeten the discovery by rehearsing 
to him the daily assurances I received from my 
patron. Rut these promises were not of efficacy 
sufficient to support the spirits of my friend, who 
no sooner understood the lowness of my finances, 
than, uttering a dreadful groan, he exelainied, “In 
the name of God, what shall we do ?” In order to 
comfort him, I said, tlujt many of my acquaintance, 
who were in a worse condition than we, supported, 
notwithstanding, the character of gentlemen ; and 
advising him to thank God that we had as yet in- 
curred no debt, ]^)roposed he should pawn my sword 
of steel inlaid with gold, and trust to my discretion 
for the rest. U'his expedient was wormwood and 
gall to poor Strap, who, in spite of his invincible 
affection for mo, still retained notions of economy 
and expense suitable to the narrowness of his edu- 
cation ; nevertheless, he comjilied with my request, 
and raised seven pieces on the sword in a twinkling. 
This supply, inconsiderable as it was, made me as 
happy for the present, as if I bad kept five hundred 
pounds in bank ; for by this time 1 was so Trell 
skilled in procrastinating every troublesome reflec- 
tion, that the prospect of want seldom afTected me 
very much, let it he ever so near. And now, indeed, 
it was nearer than 1 imagined ; my landlord having 
occasion for money, put me in mind of my being 
indebted to him five guineas in lodging, and telling 
me he had a sura to make up, begged 1 would excuse 
nis imjiortunity, and discharge the debt. Though 
I could ill spare so much cash, my pride took the 
resolution of disbursing it, lliis I did in a cavalier 
manner, after he had written a discharge, telling 
liim with an air of scorn and resentment. T saw he 
was resolved that I should not be long in his ho(>ks; 
while Strap, who stood by, and knew my circum- 
stances, wrung his liands in secret, gnawed his 
nether lip, and turned yellow with despair. What- 
ever appearance of indifference iny vanity enabled 
me to put on, I was thunderstruck with this demand, 
which I had no sooner satisfied, than I hastened 
into company, with a view of beguiling my cares 
with conversation, or of drowning them with wine. 

After dinner, a party was accordingly made in 
the cofieeliouse, from whence we adjourned to the 
tavern, where, instead of sharing the mirth of the 
company, I was as much chagrined at their good 
Iminour as a damned soul in hell would he at a 
glimpse of heaven. In vain did I swallow bumper 
after bumper ! the wine liad lost its effect upon me, 
and, far from raising my dejected spirits, could not 
even lay me asleep. Banter, who was the only inti- 
mate I had (Strap excepted), perceived my anxiety, 
and, when we broke up, reproached me with pu- 
sillanimity, for being cast down at any disappoint- 
ment that such a rascal as Strutwell could be the 
occasion of. I told him 1 did not at all see how 
Strutwcll’s being a rascal alleviated my misfortune ; 
and gave him to understand, that my present grief 
did not so much proceed from that disappointment, 
as from the low ebb of my fortune, which was sunk 


to something less than two guineas. At this de- 
claration, he cried, “Psha I is that all and assured 
me there was a thousand ways of living in town 
without a fortune, he himself having subsisted many 
years entirely by his wit. I expressed an eager 
desire of being acquainted with some of these me- 
thods ; and he, without further expostulation, bade 
me follow him. lie conducted me to a house under 
the piazzas in Covent Garden, which we entered, 
and liaving delivered our swords to a grim fellow, 
who demanded them at the foot of the staircase, 
ascended to the second story, where 1 saw multi- 
tudes of people standing round two gaming tables, 
loaded in a manner with gold and silver. Aly con- 
ductor told me this w'as tlic house of a worthy Scotch 
lord, who using the privilege of his peerage, had 
set up public gaming tables, from. the jwofits of 
w^hich he drew a comfortable livelihood, lie then 
explained the difference between tlie sitters and the 
betters; characterised the first as old rooks, and the 
last as hubbies ; and advised me to try my fortune 
at the silver table, by betting a crown at a time. 
Before 1 would venture anything, I considered the 
company more partietilarly ; and there appeared 
such a group of villauous faces, that I was struck 
with horror and astonishment at the sight 1 I sig- 
nified my surprise to Banter, who whis])ered in my 
ear, that the bulk of those present were sharpers, 
highwaymen, and apprentices, who, having em- 
bezzled their master’s cash, made a di’sperate push 
in this place, to make up their deficiencies. This 
account did not encourage me to hazard any part 
of my small juttance ; but at length, being tea zed 
by the importunities of my friend, who assured me 
there was no danger of being ill used, because peojde 
were hired by the ow ikt to sec justice done to every- 
body, 1 began by risking one shilling, and in less 
than an hour my winning amounted to thirty. Con- 
vinced by this time of the fairness of the game, 
and animated with success, there was no need of 
further ])ersuasion to continue the play. I lent 
Banter (who seldom liad any money in his pocket) 
a guinea, which he carried to the gold table, and 
lost in a moment. He would have borrowed another, 
but finding me deaf to liis arguments, wtuit away 
in a pet. Meanwhile, my gain advanced to six 
pieces, and my desire for more increased in propor- 
tion ; so that I moved to the higher tabic, where 1 
laid half a guinea on every throw ; and fortune still 
favouring me, 1 became a sitter, in which cajiaci^ 
1 remained until it was broad day; when I found 
myself, after many vicissitudes, one hundred and 
fifty guineas in pocket. 

Thinking it now higli time to retire with my 
booty, I asked if any body would take my place, 
and made a motion to rise; upon which an old 
Gascon, who sat opposite to me, and of whom I had 
won a little money, started up with fury in his looks, 
crying, “ Jteslcz, foutre reste^ il favt donner moi moii 
ravanchio r At the same time, a Jew who sat near 
the other, insinuated that I was more beholden to 
art than fortune for what I had got ; that he had 
observed me. wipe the table very often, and that 
some of the divisions seemed to be greasy. This 
intimation produced a great deal of clamour against 
me, especially among the losers, who threatened 
with many oaths and imprecations to take me up by 
a warrant as a sharper, unless I would compromise 
the affiiir by rcfuiidiug the greatest part of my win- 
ning. 'rhougb 1 was far from being easy under this 
accusation, I relied upon my innocence, threatened 
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in my turn to prosecute the Jew for defamation, and 
boldly offered to submit ray cause to the examina- 
tion of any justice in Westminster ; but they knew 
themselves too well to put their characters on that 
issue, and finding; 1 was not to be intimidated into 
any concession, dropped their plea, and made way 
for me to withdraw. I would not, however, stir 
from the table, until the Israelite had retracted what 
he had said to my disadvantage, and asked pardon 
before the whole assembly. 

As 1 marched out witli my prize, I happened to 
tread upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with 
a hooked nose, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, 
a pigtail wig of the same colour, and a formidable 
hat pulled over his forehead, who stood gnawing 
his fingers in the crowd, and no sooner felt the ap- 
plication of my sh()e-he(‘i, than he roared out in a 
tremendous voice, “ Jllooc^ and wounds ! you son of 
a w — e, wliut’s that lor ?'* I asked ])ardon with a 
greiit deal of submission, and protested I had no 
intention of hurting him. Ihit the more 1 Iminhled 
myself, the more he stormed, and insisted upon gen- 
tlemanly satislaction, at, th(‘ same time provoking 
me witli scandalous names that I could not ]mt up 
with ; so tliat 1 gave a loose to my passion, returned 
his Billingsgate, and challenged him to follow me 
down to the piazzas. Ills indignation cooling as 
mine warmed, he refused my invitation, saying, he 
would choose his own time, and retuimed towards 
the table, imittering threats, which I neither dreaded, 
nor distinctly heard; hut descending wdth great de- 
liberation, received my sword from the door-keeper, 
whom I gratified with a guincii, according to the 
custom of that place, and went home in a ra])turc 
of jo>. 

My faithful valet, who had sat up all night in 
the utmost uneasiness on my a<‘count, let me in 
witli his face besluhhered with tears, and followed 
me to my chamber, where he stood silent like a 
condemned criminal, in expectation of hearing that 
everv shilling was spent. 1 guessed the situation 
of his thoughts, and, assuming a sullen look, hade 
liiin fetch mo some water to wash, lie rcplit<l, 
without lifting his eyes from the ground, “ In my 
sirnjih* conjecture you have more occasion for rest, 
not having, I sup])()sc, slept these four ami twenty 
hours.” “ Jlriiig me some water,” said I, in a 
perem])tory tone ; upon which he sneaked away 
shrugging his shoulders. Bel’ore he returned, I 
li:i(l s])ivad my whole stock on the table in the most 
ostentatious manner ; so that, >\ lien it first saluted 
his view, he stood like one entranced, and having 
niblied Ills eyes more than once, to assure himself 
of his being awake, broke out into, “ J^ord have 
mercy u])on us ! what a vast treasure is here 
“’ Tis all our own, Strap,” said I ; “take what is 
necessary, and redeem the swoni immediately.” 
lie advanced towards the table, stopped short by 
the way, looked at the money and me hy turns, 
and, witli a wildness in his eoiiiitenance, produced 
from joy cheeked by distrust, cried, “ I dare say it 
is honestly come by.” To remove his serujiles, I 
made him aeiiuainted with the whole story of my 
success, which when he heard, he danced about 
the room in an ecstasy, crying, “ God he praised ! a 
while stone! — Clod be praised! a white stone!” 
so that J was afraid the sudden change of fortune 
had disordered his intellects, and that he wa.s run 
mad with joy. Extremely concerned at this event, 
I attempted to reason him out of his frenzy, but 
to no purpose ; for, without regarding what 1 said, 


he continued to frisk up and down, and repeat his 
rhapsody of “ (Jod be praised! a white stone!" 
At last I rose in the utmost consternation, and, 
laying violent hands upon him, put a stop to his 
extravagance, by fixing him down to a settee that 
was in the room. This constraint banished his 
delirium ; he sUrted, as if just awoke, and, terrified 
at my behaviour, cried, “Wliat is the matter?” 
When he learned the cause of my ayipreliension, 
he was ashamed of his transports, and told me, that 
in mentioning the white stone, lie alluded to the 
dies fasti of the Romans, alho lapidc notati. 

Having no inclination to sleep, I secured my 
cash, dressed, and was just going abroad, when tlie 
servant of the house told me theni was a gentle- 
woman at the door, who wanted to speak with me. 
Surprised at this information, I bade Strap show Iut 
up, and in loss llian a minute saw a young woman of 
a shabby decayed aiipearance enter my room. After 
half a dozen curtsi‘ys, she began to sob, and told 
me luT iiam(‘ was Gawky ; upon which informa- 
tion I immi‘diately recollected the features of* Miss 
Lavement, who had been the first occasion of my 
misfortunes. Though I had all the reason in the 
world to resent her treacherous behaviour to me, 
1 was moved at her distress, and professing my 
sorrow at seeing her so reduced, desired her to sit, 
and iiujuired into the ])articulars of her situation. 
She fell upon her knees, and implored niy forgive- 
ness for the injuries she had done me, protesting 
before God, tliat she was forced, against her incli- 
nation, into that hellish conspiracy which had al- 
most deprived me of my life, hy the entreaties of 
her husband, mIio having been afterwards re- 
nounced by his father, on account of his marriage 
with her, and unable to support a family on his 
pay, left liis wife at her lather’s house, and went 
with the regiment to Germany, where he was broke 
for misbehaviour at the battle of Dettingen, since 
which time she had heard no tidings of him. She 
then gave me to understand, with many symptoms 
of penitence, that it was her misfortune to bear a 
child four montlis after marriage, by which event 
her parents w'ore so incensed, that slu* was turned 
out of doors with the infant, that died soon after; 
and had hitherto subsisted in a mis(*rablc indigent 
manner, on the extorted chai'ity of a few friends, 
who were now quite tired of giving. I'hat not 
knowing where or how to support herst‘lf one day 
longer, she had fled for succour cvi'ii to me, who, 
of ail mankind, liad the least catise to assist her, 
relyingiiponthegenerosity of my disj>osition,wliieh, 
she hoped, Would be pleased wuth this opportunity 
of avenging itself in the noblest manner on the 
wretch who had wronged me. I was very much 
affected with her discourse, and liaving no cause 
to suspect the sincerity of her repentance, raised 
her up, freely pardoned all she had done against 
me, and ])romised to befriend her as much as lay 
in iiiy power. 

Since my last arrival in London, I had made no 
advances to the apothecary, imagining it would 
be impossible for me to make my innocence appear, 
so unhafipily was my accusation circumstanced. 
Strap indi'cd had laboured to justify me to the school- 
master; but, far from succeeding in his attempt, 
Mr. Goncordance drojiped all correspondence with 
him, because he refused to quit his connexion with 
me. Things being in this situation, 1 thought a 
fairer opportunity of vindicating my ebaracter 
could not offer than that which now presented itseik 
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I therefore stipulated with Mrs. Gawky, that, 
before 1 would yield her the least assistance, she 
should do me the justice to clear my reputation, by 
explaining upon oath, before a magistrate, the wMe 
of the conspiracy, as it had been executed against me. 
When she had given me this satisfaction, I pre- 
sented her with five guineas, a sum so much above 
her expectation, that she could scarce believe the 
evidence of her senses, and was ready to worship 
me for my benevolence. The declaration, signed 
with her own hand, I sent to her father, who, upon 
recollecting and comparing the circumstances of 
my charge, was convinced of my integrity, and 
waited on me next day, in company with liis friend 
the schoolmaster, to whom he had communicated 
ray vindication. After mutual salutation. Monsieur 
Lavement began a long apology for the unjust 
treatment 1 had received ; but I saved him a good 
deal of breath, by interrupting his harangue, and 
assuring him, that, far from entertaining a resent- 
ment against him, T thought myself obliged to his 
lenity, which allowed me to escape, after such strong 
presumptions of guilt appeared against me. Mr. 
Concordance, thinking it now his turn to speak, 
observed, that Mr. Random had too iimch candour 
and sagacity to be disobliged at their conduct, 
which, all things considered, could not have been 
otherwise, with any honesty of intention. “ Indeed,” 
said he, “ if the plot had been unravelled to us by 
any supernatural intelligence, if it had been whis- 
pered by a genie, communicated by a dream, or 
revealed by an angel from on high, we should have 
been to blame in' crediting ocular demonstration : 
but as we arc left in the midst of ‘mortality, it 
cannot be expected we should be incapable of im- 
position. I do assure you, Mr. Random, no man 
on earth is more pleased than T am at this triumph 
of your character ; and as the news of your mis- 
fortune panged me to the very entrails, this mani- 
festation of your innocence makes my midriff quiver 
with joy.” I thanked him for his concern, desired 
them to undeceive those of their acquaintance who 
judged harshly of me, and, having treated them 
with a glass of wine, represented to Lavement the 
deplorable condition of his daughter, and pleaded 
her cause so efl’ectually, that he consented to settle 
a small annuity on her for life ; but could not be 
persuaded to take her home, because her mother 
was so much incensed that she would never see her. 


CHAPTER Lin. 

1 purchase now Clothes — lleprimand Strutwell and Straddle 
— Uantor i)ropot)CS another Matrimonial Scheme — I accept 
of his Terms — Set out for Path in a StatJfc Coach, with the 
>ounK Lady and her Mother—The Behaviour of an Officer 
and Lawyer — Our Fellow-Travellers described — A smart 
Dialogue between my Mistress and the Captain. 

Having finished this affair to my satisfaction, I 
found myself perfectly at ease, and looking upon 
the gaming-table as a certain resource for a gen- 
tleman iu want, became more gay tlian ever. 
Although my clothes were almost as good as new, 
T grew ashamed of wearing them, because 1 thought 
ever)" body, by this time, had got an inventory of 
my wardrobe. For which reason I disposed of a 
good part of my apparel to a salesman in Morimouth- 
street for half the value, and bought two new suits 
with the money. 1 likewise purchased a plain gold 
watch, despairing of recovering that wliich I had so 
fiiolishly given to Strut well, whom, notwithstauding. 


I still continued to visit at his levee, until the 
ambassador he had mentioned set out with a secre- 
tary of his own choosing. I thought myself then 
at liberty to expostulate with his lordship, whom 1 
treated with great freedom in a letter, for amusing 
me with vain hopes, when he neither had the power 
nor inclination to provide for me. Nor was 1 
less reserved with Straddle, whom 1 in person re- 
proached for misrepresenting to me the character 
of Strutwell, which I did not scruple to aver was 
infamous in every respect. He seemed very much 
enraged at my freedom, talked a great deal about 
his quality and honour, and began to make some 
comparisons which 1 thought so injurious to mine, 
that 1 demanded an explanation with great warmth ; 
and he was mean enough to equivocate, and con- 
descend in such a manner, that I left him with a 
hearty contempt of his behaviour. 

About this time Banter, who had observed a sur- 
prising and sudden alteration in my ajjpearance 
and disposition, began to inquire very minutely into 
the cause ; and as J did not think fit to let him 
know the true state of the affair, lest he might make 
free with niy purse, on the strength of liaving pro- 
posed the scheme that filled it, 1 told him that 1 
had received a small supply from a relation in the 
country, who at the same time had promised to use 
all his interest, which was not small, in soliciting 
some post for me that should make me easy for life. 
“ If that be the case,” said Banter, “ perhaps you 
won’t care to mortify yourself a little, in making 
your fortune another way. 1 have a relation who 
is to set out for Bath next wx'ck, w^ith an only 
daughter, wlio, being sickly and decrepit, intends to 
driiik the waters for the recovery of her health. 
Her father, who was a ricli Turkey merchant, died 
about a year ago, and left her with a fortune of 
twenty thousand pounds, muler the sole manage- 
ment of her mother, who is my kinswoman. I 
would have put in for the plate myself, hut there is 
a breach at present between the old woman and me. 
You must know, that some time ago 1 borrowed a 
small sum of her, and promised, it seems, to pay it 
before a certain time ; but being disappointed in my 
expectation of money from the country, the day 
elapsed without my being able to take up my note ; 
upon which she wrote a ])ereinptory letter, threaten- 
ing to arrest me, if 1 did not i)ay the debt imme- 
diately. Nettled at this precise behaviour, I sent a 
d — ned severe answer, whicli enraged her so much 
that she actually took out a writ against me. 
Whereupon, finding the thing grow serious, 1 got 
a friend to advance the money Ibr me, discharged 
the debt, went to her house, and abused her for her 
unfriendly dealing. She was provoked by my 
reproaches, and scolded in her turn. The little 
defonned urchin joined her mother with such viru- 
lence and volubility of tongue, that I was fain to 
make my retreat, after having been honoured with 
a great many scandalous epithets, which gave me 
plainly to understand that 1 had nothing to hope 
from the esteem of the one, or the affection of the 
other. As they are both utter strangers to life, it 
is a thousand to one that the giA will be picked up 
by some scoundrel or other at Bath, if I don’t pro- 
vide for her otherwise. You are a well-looking 
fellow. Random, and can behave as demurely as a 
Quaker. Now, if you will give me an oDligation 
for five hundred poimds,'to be paid six months after 
your marriage, I will put you in a method of carry- 
ing her in spite of all opposition.” 
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This proposal was too advantageous for me to be 
refused. The writing was immediately drawn up 
and executed ; and Ranter giving me notice of the 
time when, and the stage coach in which they were 
to set out, I bespoke a place in the same convenience, 
and havinghired a horse for Strap, who was charmed 
with the prospect, set forward accordingly. 

As we embarked before day, I had not the plea- 
sure for some time of seeing Miss Snapper (that 
was the name of my mistress), nor even of per- 
ceiving the number and sex of my fellow-travellers, 
td though I guessed that the coach was full, by the 
difficulty I found in seating myself. The first five 
minutes passed in a generd silence, when, all of a 
sudden, the coach heeling to one side, a boisterous 
voice pronounced, ‘ To the right and left, cover 
your flanks, d — me I whiz !” 1 easily discovered 
by the tone and matter of this exclamation, that it 
was uttered by a son of Mars ; neither was it hard 
to conceive the profession of another person who 
sat opposite to me, and observed, that we ought to 
have been well salisfied of the security l>cfore we 
entered upon the premises. Those two sallies had 
in»1 the desired efteet. We continued a good while 
as mute as before, till at length the gentleman of the 
sword, mi])atient of longer sihmee, made a second 
eflbrt, by sw^earing he had got into a meeting of 
Quakers. “ I believe so, too,” said a shrill voice at 
iiiy left hand, “for the S])irit of folly begins to 
nio\e.” “Out with it, then, madam,” replied the 
soIfiicM'. “You seem to have no occasion for a 
midwife,” cried the lady. “ T) — n my blood!” ex- 
claimed the other, “ a man can’t talk to a w'oman, 
b\it she immediately thinks of a midwife.” “True, 
sir,” said slic, “1 long to bo delivered.” “What! of 
a tnouse, madam ?” said ho. “No, sir,” said she, 
“ of a fool.” “ Are you far gone with a fool ?” said 
he. “ Little more than two miles,” said she. “By 
Gad, you are a wit, madam !” caied the officer. “*1 
wisli I could with any justice return the compli- 
ment,” said the lady. “ Zounds, 1 have done,” said 
lit*. “Your holt is soon shot, according to the old 
pro\erh,” said she. The warrior’s powder was 
<juite spent; the lawyer advised him to drop the 
prosecution ; and a grave matron, who sat ou the 
left, hand of the victorious wdt, told her, she must 
not let her tongue run so fast among strangers. 
This reprimand, softened with the appellation of 
r//f7t/, convinced me that the satirical lady was no 
other than Miss Snaj)per, and T resolved to regulate 
my conduct accordingly. The chamjnoii, finding 
himself so smartly handled, changed his hatter}^ 
and began to expatiate on his own exploits. “ You 
talk of shot, madam,” said he, “ d — me ! I have both 
given and rec(‘ived some shot in my time. J w’as 
wound<*d in the shoulder by a pistol-hall at Dettin- 
gen, where — T say nothiug — but by G — d ! if it had 
not bei*n forme — all’s one for that —I despise boast- 
ing, d — me! whiz!” So saying, he wliistled one 
part and hummed another of Black Joke; then 
addrc'ssiiig himself to the lawyer, went on thus ; 
“ Wouldn’t you think it d — ned hard, after having, 
at the risk of your life, recovered the standard of a 
regiment, that had been lost, to receive no prefer- 
ment for your pains ! I don’t choose to name no 
names, sink me ! but howsomever, this I will refer, 
by G — d; and that is this, a musketeer of the 
Frencli guards, having taken a standard from a 
certain cornet of a certain regiment, d — me! was 
retreating with his prize as fast as his horse’s heels 
could carry him, sink me ! Ujum which 1 snatched 


up a firelock that belonged to a dead man, d — me ! 
whiz! and shot his horse under him, d — n my 
blood ! The fellow got upon his feet, and began to 
repose me; upon which I charged my bayonet 
breast high, and ran him through the body, by 
G — d ! One of his comrades coining to his assist- 
ance, shot me in the shoulder, as 1 told you before; 
another gave me a confusion on the head with the 
butt end of his carbine ; but, d — me ! tha,t did not 
signify. I killed one, put the other to flight, and, 
taking up the standard, carried it off very delibe- 
rately. But the best joke of all was, the son of a 
b — ^h of a cornet who had surrendered it in a 
cowardly manner, seeing it in my possession, de- 
manded it from me, in the front of the line. ‘1> — n 
my blood,’ says he, ‘ where did you find my stan- 
dard says he. ‘ D — my blood,’ said I, ‘ where,* 
said I, ‘ did you lose it ?’ said 1. ‘ That’s nothing to 
you,’ says he— ‘ ’tis my standard,’ says he, ‘ and by 

G— -d I’ll have it,’ says he. ‘ D tion seize me,* 

says 1, ‘ if you shall,’ says I, ‘ till I have first de- 
livered it to the general,’ says 1 ; and accordingly 
] went to the head-quarters, after the battle, and 
delivered it to my lord Stair, w ho promised to do 
for me, but 1 am no more than a poor lieutenant 
still, d — n my blood.” 

Having vented this repetition of expletives, the 
lawyer owned he had not been requited according 
to his desert ; observed, that the labourer is always 
worthy of his hire, and asked if the promise was 
made before witnesses, because in that case the law 
w'ould compel tlie general to perform it ; — but 
understanding that the promise w as made over a 
l)ottle, without being restricted to time or terms, he 
pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded to inquire 
into the particulars of the battle, and affinned, that 
although the English had drawm themselves into a 
premunire at first, the French managed their cause 
so lamely in tlie course of the dispute, that they 
would have been utterly nonsuited, had they not 
obtained a no/f prosHjvi. In spite of these enlivening 
touches, the conversation was likely to suffer another 
long interruption ; when the lieutenant, unwilling to 
conceal any of Ins accomplishments that could be 
displayed in his present situation, offered to regale 
the company with a song; and interpreting our 
silence into a desire of hearing, began to warble a 
fashionable air, the first stanza of which he pro- 
nounced thus ; 

Would >’ou task the moon-ty’d hair, 

To yon llapTiint beau rejiair ; 

Where wavinp witJi the poplinp vow, 

The bantling line will shelter you, &c. 

I'he sense of the rest he perverted as he went on, 
with such surprising facility, that I could not help 
thinking he had been at some pains to burlesque the 
performance. Miss Snapper ascribed it to the true 
cause, namely ignorance ; and whtm he asked her 
how she relished his music, answered, that, in her 
opinion, the music and the words w*ere much of a 
piece. “ () d — n my blood I” said he, “ I take that 
as a high compliment ; for everybody allows the 
words are d — nahle fine.” “They may be so,” 
replied the lady, “ for aught 1 know, but they are 
above my comprehension.” “ I an’t obliged to find 
you comprehension, madam, curse mel” cried he. 
“ No, nor to speak sense neither,” said she. “ 1) — n 
my heart,” said he, “I’ll speak what I please.” 
Here the lawyer interposed, by telling him there 
were some things he must not speak. And upon 
being defied to give an instance, menti^med treason 
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and defamation. “As for the king,” cried the 
soldier, “ God bless him — 1 eat his bread, and have 
lost blood in his cause, therefore I have nothing to 
say to him — ^but, by G — d, I dare say any thing to 
any other man.” “ No,” said the lawyer, “ vou dare 
not call me a rogue.” “ I ) — me, for what ?” said the 
other. “ Because,” replied the counsellor, “ I should 
have a good action against you, and recover.” 
“ Well, well,” cried the officer, “if I dare not call 
you a rogue, T dare think you one, d — ^irie.” 'J'his 
stroke of wit he accompanied with a loud laugh of 
self-approbation, which unluckily did not affect the 
audience, but effectually silenced his antagonist, 
who did not open liis moutli for the space of an 
liour, except to clear his pipe with three hems, 
which, however, produced nothing. 


CHAPTER LTV. 

Day breaking, I have the Pleasure of viewing the Person of 
Miss Snapper, whom I had not seen before — The Soldier is 
witty upon me — Is oilcndcd — Talks much of his Valour — Is 
reprimanded by a grave (lentlewoman — We are alarmed 
with the Cry of Highwaymen — I get out of the Coach, and 
stand in my own Defence — They ride off without having 
attacked ua — I pursue them — One of them is thrown from 
his Horse and taken — 1 return to the Coaeh — Am compli- 
mented by Miss Snapper — The Captain’s Tlehaviour on 
this Occasion — The Prude reproaches me in a soliloquy —I 
upbraid her in the same manner — 1’he Ilehaviour of Mrs. 
Snapper at lireakfast disobliges me — The Lawyer is witty 
upon the Oflficer, who threatens him. 

In the mean time, day breaking in upon us, dis- 
covered to one another the faces of their fellow- 
travellers, and 1 had the good fortune to find my 
mistress not quite so deformed nor disagreeable as 
she had be^n represented to me. Her head, indeed, 
bore some resemblance to a hatchet, the edge being 
represented by her face ; but she had a certain 
delicacy in her complexion, and a great deal of 
vivacity in her eyes, which were very large and 
black ; and though the protuberance of her breast, 
when considered alone, seemed to drag her forwards 
it was easy to perceive an equivalent on her hack 
whicli balanced the other, and kept her body in 
equilibrio. (Ju the whole, I thought I should have 
great reason to congratulate myself, if it should 
he my fate to possess twenty thousand pounds 
encumbered with such a wife. T began therefore 
to deliberate about the nio.st probable means of 
acquiring the conquest, and was so much engrossed 
by this idea, that I scarce took any notice of the 
rest of the people in the coach, but revolved my 
project in silence ; while the conversation was 
maintained as before, by the object of my hopes, the 
son of Mars, and the barrister, who by this time 
had recollected himself, and talked in terms as much 
as ever. At length a dispute happened, which 
ended in a wager, to he determined by me, who was 
so Tuueli absorbed in contemplation, that I neither 
heard the reference nor the question, which was put 
to me by each in his turn ; affronted at iny supposed 
contempt, the soldier, with great VDciferatioii, swore, 
I was either dumb or deaf, if not both, and that 1 
looked as if I could not say Boh to a goose. Aroused 
at this observation, I fixed my eyes upon him, and 
])ronounced with emphasis the interjection Boh! 
Upon which he cocked his liat in a fierce manner, 
and cried, “ 1) — me, sir, what d’ye mean by that?” 
Had I intended to answer him, which by the bye 
not my design, I should have been anticipated 


by Miss, who told him, my meaning was to show 
that I could cry Boh to a goose ; and laughed very 
heartily at my laconic reproof. Her explanation 
and mirth did not help to appease his wrath, which 
broke out in several martial insinuations, such as — 
“ I do not understand such freedoms, d — me ! 
D — ^n my blood ! I’m a gentleman, and bear the 
king’s commission. ’Sblood ! some people deserve 
to have their noses pulled for their impertinence.” 
1 thought to have checked these ejaculations by a 
frown j because he had talked so much of his 
valour, that 1 had long ago rated him as an ass in 
a lion’s skin ; but this expedient did not answer my 
expectation ; he took umbrage at the contraction of 
my brows, swore he did not value my sulky looks a 
fig’s end, and protested he feared no man breathing. 
IVliss Snapper said she was very glad to find herself 
in company with a man of so much courage, 
who, she did not doubt, would protect ns from 
all attempts of highwaymen during our journey. 
“ Make yourself perfectly easy on that head, 
madam,” replied the officer ; I have got a pair of 
pistols (here tliey arc) which I took from a horse 
oflicer at the battle of Dettingen — they are double 
loaded, and if any highwayman in iMiglund robs 
you of the value of a pin, while 1 have the honour 
of being in your company, d — ^n my heart.” When 
he had expressed himself in this manner, a prim 
gentlewoman, who had sat silent hitherto, opened 
iKT mouth, and said, she wondered how any man 
could be so rude as to pullout such weapons before 
ladies. “ H — me, madam,” cried the cham})ion, 
“if you are so much afraid at sight of a pistol, 
how d’ye propose to stand fire if there should he 
occasion ? ” IShe then told him, that if she thought 
he could he so unmannerly as to use fire-arms in 
her presence, whatever might be the occasion, slie 
would get out of the coach immediately, and walk 
to the next village, where she might procure a 
convenience to herself. Before he could make any 
answer, my Duleinea interposed, and observed, 
that, far from being offended at a gentleman’s 
using his arms in his own defence, she thought 
herself very lucky in being along with one by 
W’hose valour she stood a good chance of saving 
herself from being rith‘d. ’Fhe jirude cast a dis- 
dainful look at miss, and said, that ])eople who have 
hut little to lose are sometimes the most solicitous 
about iiresorving it. The old lady was affronted at 
this imiendo, and took notice, tliat people ought to 
be very well informed hefon* they spoke slightingly 
of other people’s fortunes, lest they discover their 
own envy, and make themselves ridiculous. '^I'he 
daughter declared, that she did not jiretend to vie 
with any body in point of riches ; and if the lady 
who insisted upon non-resistance, would promise to 
indemnify us for all the loss we should sustain, slie 
would be one of the first to persuade the captain to 
submission, in case we should he attacked. 'I’o 
this proposal, reasonable as it was, the reserved 
lady made no other reply, than a scornful glance 
and a toss of her head. I was very well pleased 
with the spirit of my mistress ; and even wished 
for an opportuuity of distinguishing my courage 
under her eye, which T believed could not fail ot 
prepossessing her in my favour; when, all of a 
sudden, Strap rode up to tlie coach door, and told 
us in a great fright, that two men on horseback 
were crossing the heath (for by this time we had 
passed Hounslow), and made directly towards us. 
This piece of information was no sooner delivered 
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thaTi Mrs. Snappei began to scream, her daughter 
grew pale, the other lady pulled out her purse to be 
in readiness, the lawyer’s teeth chattered, while he 
pronounced, “ ’Tis no matter — ^we’ll sue the county, 
and recover.” The captain gave evident signs of 
confusion; and 1, after having commanded the 
coachman to stop, opened the door, jumped out, 
and invited the warrior to follow me. Rut finding 
him backward and astonished, took his pistols, and 
giving them to Strap, who had by this time alighted, 
and trembled very much, I mounted on horseback, 
and taking niy own, which I could better depend 
upon, from the holsters, cocked them both, and 
Sliced the robbers, who were now very near us. 
Seeing me ready to op])ose them on liorseback, and 
another man armed a-foot, they made a halt at some 
distance to reconnoitre us, and, after having rode 
round us twice, myself still facing about as they 
rode, went oft’ the same way as they came, at a 
hand-gallop. A gentleman’s servant coming up 
with a horse at the same time, 1 oftered him a 
crown to assist me in pursuing them : which he no 
sooner accepted, than 1 armed him with the officer’s 
pistols, and we galloped after the thieves, who, 
trusting to the swiftness of their horses, stopped till 
we came within shot of them, and then firing at us, 
put their nags to the full speed. We followed tliem 
as fast as our beasts could carry us ; but not being 
so well mounted as they, our efforts would have 
been to little purpose, had not the horse of one of 
them stumbled, and thrown bis rider with such 
violence over his head, that he lay senseless when 
we came up, and was taken without the least op- 
position ; wffiile his comrade consulted his own 
safety in flight, without regarding the distress of 
his friend. We scarce had time to make oursedves 
masters of his arms, and tie his hands together, 
before he recovered his senses, when learning his 
situation, he airecled surprise, demanded to know 
by what authority we used a gentleman in that 
manner, and had the imiiudence to threaten us with 
a prosecution for robbery. In the mean time we 
perceived Strap coming up M’itli a crowd of jieople, 
armed with different kinds of weapons ; and, among 
the rest a farmer, who no sooner perceived the 
thief, whom we had secured, than he cried with 
great emotion, “ There's the fellow who robbed me 
an hour ago of twenty pounds in a canvass bag.” 
lie was immediately searched, and the money found 
exactly as it had been described. Upon which we 
committed him to the charge of the countryman, 
who eai-ried him to the town of Hounslow, wiiich 
it seems the farmer had alarmed ; and I, having sa- 
tisfied the footman for his trouble, according to 
promise, returned with Strap to the coach, w' here I 
ibund the captain and lawyer busy in administering 
smelling bottles and cordials to the grave lady, who 
had gone into a fit at the noise of the firing. 

When 1 had taken my seat. Miss Snapper, who 
from the coach had seen every thing that happened, 
made me a compliment on my behaviour, and said, 
she was glad to see me returned, without having 
received any injury : her mother too owned herself 
obliged to my resolution ; and the law'yer told me, 
that I was entitled by act of parliament to a reward 
of I’orty pounds, for having apprehended a high- 
wayman. The soldier observed, with a countenance 
in which impudence and shame struggling produced 
some disorder, that if 1 had not been in such a 
d — (1 hurry to get out of the coach, he would have 
secured the rogues eff’cctually, without all this 


bustle and loss of time, by a scheme which my 
heat and precipitation ruined. “ For my own part,'* 

‘ young lady 

he, “ your sex protects you, madam ; if any man on 
earth durst tell me so much, I’d send him to hell, 
d — n my heart I in an instant.” So saying, he fixed 
his eyes upon me, and asked if 1 had seen him trem- 
ble ? I answered without hesitation, “ Y es.” “ 1 ) — me, 
sir,” said he, “ d’ye doubt my courage ?” I replied, 
“ V ery much.” This declaration quite disconcerted 
him. He looked blank, and pronounced with a 
faltering voice, “O! ’tis very well — d — ^n my 
blood ! 1 shall find a time.” I signified my contempt 
of him, by thrusting my tongue in my cheek, which 
humbled him so much, that he scarce swore another 
oath aloud during the whole journey. 

The precise lady having recruited her spirits by 
the help of some strong waters, began a soliloquy, in 
which she wondered that any man, who pretended 
to maintain the character of a gentleman, could, for 
the sake of a little paltry coin, throw persons of 
honour into such quandaries as might endanger their 
lives ; and professed her surprise, that women w ere 
not asliamed to commend such brutality ; at the 
same time vowing, that for the future she would 
never set foot in a stage coach, if a private conve- 
nience could be had for love or money. 

Nettled at her remarks, I took the same method 
of conveying my sentiments, and wondered in my 
turn that any woman of common sense should be 
so uiireasonablo as to expect that people who had 
neither acquaintance or connexion wnth her, w'ould 
tamely allow themselves to be robbed and mal- 
treated, merely to indulge her capricious humqur 
1 likewise confessed my astonishment at her in- 
solence and ingratitude in taxing a person wdth 
brutality, who deserved her approbation and ac- 
knowledgment ; and vowed, that if ever she should 
be assaulted again, I would leave her to the mercy 
of the spoiler, that she might know the value of 
my protection. 

This ])erson of honour did not think fit to carry 
on the altercation any farther, hut seemed to chew 
the cud of her resentment, w ith the crest-fallen 
cai)tain, while I entered into discourse with my 
charmer, who was the more pleased with my con- 
versation, as she had conceived a very indilferent 
opinion of my intellects from my former silc'iice. I 
should have had cause to he equally satisfied w ith the 
sprightliness of her genius, could she have curbed 
her imagination with judgment ; hut she laboured 
under such a profusion of talk, that 1 dreaded Ikt 
unruly tongue, and felt by anticipation the horrors 
of an eternal clack ! However, when I considered, 
on the other hand, the joys attending the possession 
of twenty thousand pounds, 1 forgot her imperfec’ 
tions, seized occasion by the forelock, and endea- 
voured to insinuate myself into her aflection. 'i'he 
careful mother kept a strict watch over her, and 
though she could not help behaving civilly to me 
took frequent opportunities of discouraging our 
commuiiicatiou, by reprimanding her for being so 
free with strangers, and telling her she must learn 
to speak less, and think more. Abridged of the use 
of speech, wc conversed with our eyes, and 1 found 
the young lady very eloquent in this kind of discourse. 
In short, I had reason to believe that she w^as sick 
of the old gentlewoman’s tuition, and that 1 should 
find it no difficult matter to supersede her authority 
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When we arrived at the place where we were to 
breakfast, 1 alighted, and helped my mistress out of 
the coach, as well as her mother, who called for a 
private room, to which they withdrew, in order to 
eat by themselves. As they retired together, I 
perceived that Miss had got more twists from na- 
ture, than I had before observed, for she was bent 
sideways in the figure like an S, so that her pro- 
gression very much resembled that of a crab. The 
prude also chose the captain for her messmate, and 
ordered breakfast for two only to be brought into 
another separate room ; while the lawyer and 1, 
deserted by the rest of the company, were fain to 
put up with each other. 1 was a good deal cha- 
rined at the stately reserve of Mrs. Snapper, who 
thought did not use me with all the complaisance 
I deserved ; and my companion declared, that he 
had been a traveller for twenty years, and never 
knew the stage-coach rules so much infringed be- 
fore. As for the honourable gentlewoman, I could 
not conceive the meaning of her attachment to the 
lieutenant ; and asked the lawyer if ho knew for 
which of the soldier’s virtues she admired him? 
The counsellor facetiously replied, “ 1 suppose the 
lady kiiovvs him to be an able conveyancer, and 
wants him to make a settlement in tail.” 1 could 
not help laughing at the archness of the barrister, 
who ent(‘rtaincd me during breakfast, with a great 
deal of wit of the same kind, at the expense of our 
fellow-travellers ; and among other things said, he 
was sorry to find the young lady saddled with such 
encumbrances. 

When we had made an end of our repast, and paid 
our reckoning, we went into the coach, took our 
places, and bril)(*d the driver with sixpence, to re- 
venge us on the rest of his fare, by Imrrying them 
away in the midst of their meal. This task he 
performed to our satisfaction, afU'r he had disturbed 
their enjoyment with his importunate clamour, 
'riie mother and daughter obeyed the summons 
first, and coming to the e.oach door, were obliged 
to desire the coachman’s assistance to get in, be- 
cause the lawyer and 1 liad agreed to show our re- 
sentment by our m'glect. They were no sooner 
seated, than the captain appeared as much heated 
as if lie had been pursued a dozen miles by an 
enemy ; and immediately after him came the lady, 
not without some marks of disorder. Having helped 
her up, he entered himself, growling a few oaths 
against the coachman, for his impertinent interrup- 
tion; and the lawyer comforted him by saying, 
that if he had suffered a msi prius through the ob- 
stinacy of the defendant, he might have an opjior- 
tiinity to join issue at the next stage. This last 
expression gave offence to the grave gentlewoman, 
who told him, if she was a man, she would make 
him repent of such obscenity, and thanked God 
she had never been in such company before. At 
this insinuation, the captain thought himself under 
a necessity of espousing the lady’s cause ; and ac- 
cordingly threatened to cut off the lawyer’s ears, 
if he should give his tongue any such liberties for 
the future. I'he poor counsellor begged pardon, 
and universal silence ensued. 

CHAPTER LV. 

1 resolve to ingratiate myself with the Mother, and am 
favoured by accident — The precise Lady finds her Hus- 
band, and quits the Coach — The Captain is disappointed 
of his Dinner — W'e arrive at Hath— I accompany Miss 
Snapper to tlie Long Room, where she is attacked by IJeau 


Nash, and turns the laugh against Him—'I make Love 
to her, and receive a Check— Squire her to an Assembly, 
where I am blessed with a sight of my dear Narcissa, which 
discomposes me so much, that Mias Snapper observing my 
disorder, is at pains to discover the cause— Is piqued at the 
occasion, and, in our way Home, pays me a sarcastic com- 
pliment — I am met by Miss Williams, who is Maid and 
confidant of Narcissa— She acquaints me with her Lady’s 
regard for me while under the disguise of a Servant, and 
describes the transports of Narcissa on seeing me at the 
Assembly in the character of a CJentlemau — I am sur- 
prised with an account of her Aunt’s marriage, and make 
an appointment to meet Miss Williams next day. 

During this unsocial interval, my pride and in- 
terest maintained a severe conflict on the subject of 
Miss Snapper, whom the one represented as un 
worthy of notice, and the other proposed as the 
object of my whole attention : the advantages and 
disadvantages attending such a match were opposed 
to one another by iny imagination ; and at length 
my judgment gave it so much in favour of the first, 
that 1 resolved to prosecute my scheme with all the 
address in my power. I thought 1 perceived some 
concern in her countenance, occasioned by my 
silence, which she, no doubt, iniimted to my dis- 
gust at her iriother’s behaviour; and as 1 believed 
the old woman could not fail of ascribing my mute- 
ness to the Kinue motive, 1 determined to continue 
that sullen conduct towards her, and fall upon some 
other method of manifesting my esteem for the 
daughter ; nor w'as it difficult for me to make her 
actpiuinted with my sentiments by the expression 
of iny looks, which 1 modelled into the characters 
of liiiinility and Jove ; and which were answered 
by her with all the sympathy and approbation 
I could (h'sirt*. Ihit w lien J began to consider, that 
witliout further opportiinilii‘s of improving my 
success, all the progress 1 had hitherto made would 
not much avail, and that such opportunities could 
not be enjoyed wilhout the mother’s juumiission ; I 
concluded it would be re(|uisite to vanquish her 
coldness and suspicion by my assiduities and re- 
spectful liehaviour on the road ; and she would in 
all likelihood invite me to visit her at Hath, where 
1 did not fear of being able to cultivate her 
acquaintance as much as would be necessary to the 
accomplishnient of my purpose. And indeed acci- 
dent furnished me with an opportunity of obliging 
her so niucli, that slie could not, with any ajipear- 
ance of good manners, forbear to gi’atify my in- 
clination. 

When we arrived at our dining-place, we found 
all the eatables in the inn bespoke by a certain 
nobIcTiian, who had got the start of us ; and in all 
likelihood my mistress and her mother must have 
dined with Duke Humphrey, had 1 not exerted 
myself in their behalf, and bribed the landlord w ith 
a glass of wine, to curtail his lordship’s entertain- 
ment of a couple of fowls and some bacon, which 1 
sent with my compliments to the ladies. ^I’hey 
accepted my treat with a great many thanks, and 
desired I wotdd favour them with my company at 
dinner, where 1 amused the old gentlewoman so 
successfully, by maintaining a seemingly disin- 
terested ease in th" midst of my civility, that she 
signified a desire of being better acquainted, and 
hoped 1 would be so kind as to see her soinetinu'S 
at Hath. While I enjoyed myself in this manner, 
the precise lady had the good fortune to meet with 
her husband, who was nooth(,'rtban gentleman, or, in 
other w’ords, valct-de-chambrc to the very nobleman 
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^hose coach stood at the door. Proud of the interest 
she had in the house, she affected to show her power 
by introducingthe captain to her spouse, as a per- 
son who had treated her with great civility ; upon 
which he was invited to a sliarc of their dinner; 
wliile the i)oor lawyer, finding himself utterly 
ahaiidoiied, made application to me, and was, 
through my intercession, admitted into our com- 
pany. Having satisfied our appetites, and made 
ourselves raerrjr at the expense of the person of 
honour, the civil captain, and complaisant husband, 
1 did myself the pleasure of discharging the bill by 
stealth, for which I received a great many apologies 
and acknowledgments from my guests, and we re- 
emhai'ked at the first warning. The officer was 
obliged, at last, to appease his hunger with a lun- 
cheon of bread and cheese, and a pint bottle of 
brandy, wliich he despatched in the coacli, cursing 
the inappetence of his lordship who had ordered 
dinner to be put ])ack a whole hour. 

Nothing remarka])le happened during the re- 
maining part of our journey, which was finished 
next day, when 1 waited on the ladies to the house 
of a relation, in which they intended to lodge, and 
piLssing that uiglit at tlie inn, took lodgings in the 
morning for myself. 

The forenoon was spent in visiting every thing 
that was woi*tli seeing in the place, in company 
w ith a gentleman to whom Banter had given me a 
letter of introduction ; and in the afternoon 1 waited 
on the ladies, and found Miss a good deal iiidis- 
])osed with the fatigue of the journey. As th(*y 
foresaw they should have occasion for a male 
acquaintance to squire them at all public places, I 
was received with great cordiality, and had the 
motlier’s conmiission to conduct them next day to 
the Long Room, whicli we no sooner entered, than 
the c^es of every body jiresent were turned upon 
ns ; and when we had suffered tlie martyrdom of 
their looks for some time, a whisper circulated at 
our expense, w'hich was accompanied with many 
contemptuous smiles and tittering observations, to 
my utter shame and confusion. J did not so much 
<*oiiduct as follow my charge to a place where she 
seated her motlier and herself with astonishing 
comiiosure, notwithstanding the unmannerly beha- 
viour of the whole company, which seemed to be 
assumed merely to put her out of countenance. 
The celebrated Mr. Nash, wlio commonly attends 
in this place, as master of the ceremonies, per- 
ceiving the disposition of the assembly, took upon 
liiinself the task of gratifying their ill-nature still 
further, by exposing my mistress to the edge of his 
wit. With this view he approaclied us, with many 
hows and grimaces, and after having welcomed 
Miss Snapper to the place, asked her, in the lieur- 
ing of all Jiresent, if she could inform him the 
name of Tobit’s dog. I was so much incensed at 
his insolence that I should certainly have kicked 
him where he stood, without ceremony, had not the 
young lady jirevented the effects of my indigna- 
tion, by rejilying, with the utmost vivacity, “ llis 
iiaine was Nash, and an impudent dog lie was.” 
This rejiartec, so unexjx'cted and Just, raised such 
an universal laugh at the aggressor, that all his 
assurance was insufficient to support him under 
their derision ; so that, after he had endeavoured to 
coinpose himself, by taking snuff’, and forcing a 
smile, he was obliged to sneak off in a very ludi- 
crous attitude ; while my Dulcitiea was applauded 
Vo the skies, for the brilliancy of her wit, and her 


acquaintance immediately courted by the best peo- 
ple of both sexes in the room. I’his event, with 
which 1 w'as infinitely pleased at first, did not fail 
of alarming me, iijion further reflection, when I 
considered, that the more she was caressed by 
persons of distinction, the more her pride would be 
inflamed, and consequently, the obstacles to my 
success multiplied and enlarged. Nor were my 
presaging fears untrue. That very night I jicr- 
ceived her a little intoxicated with the incense she 
had received ; and though she still behaved with a 
jiarticular civility to me, I foresaw, that, as soon 
as her fortune should he known, she would ho sur- 
rounded with a swann of admirers, some one of 
whom might possibly, by excelling me in jioint of 
wealth, or in the arts of flattery and scandal, sup- 
plant me in her esteem, and find means to make the 
mother of his party. 1 resolved therefore to lose 
no time, and being invited to spend the evening 
with them, found an opportunity, in spite of the old 
gentlewoman’s vigilance, to explain the meaning 
of iny glances in the coach, by paying homage to 
luT wdt, and professing myself enamoured of her 
person. She blushed at my declaration, and in a 
favourable manner disajijiroved of the liberty I had 
taken, putting me in mind of our being strangers to 
each other, and desiring I would not be the means 
of interrupting our acquaintance by any such un- 
seasonable strokes of gallantry for the future. My 
ardour was effectually cheeked by this reprimand, 
which was, how’cvcr, delivered in such a gentle 
manner that 1 had no cause to he disobliged ; and 
the arrival of her mother relieved me from a 
dilemma, in which I should not have known how 
to demean myself a minute longer. Neither could 
I resume the easiness of carriage with wffiich I 
came in. My mistress acted on the reserve, and 
the conversation hi'ginning to flag, the old lady 
introduced Iht kinswoman of the house, and jiro- 
jwsed a hand at whist. 

While w^e amused ourselves at this diversion, T 
understood from the gentlewoman, that there was 
to he an assembly next night, at which I begged to 
have the honour of dancing with Miss. She thanked 
me for the favour I intended her, assured me she 
never did dance, hut signified a desire of seeing tlic 
comjiany ; when T offered my service, which w as 
acccjded ; not a little proud of being exempted from 
appearing with her, in a situation, that, notwith- 
standing my profession to the contrary, was not at 
all agreeable to my inclination. 

Having suj)pcd, and continued the game, till such 
time as the successive yawns of the mother warned 
me to he gone, T took my leave, and went home, 
w here I made Strap very hapjiy w ith an account of 
my progress. Next day i j)iit on my gayest apparel, 
and went to drink tea at Mrs. Snajiper’s according 
to appointment, when 1 found, to my inexpressible 
satisfaction, that she was laid up with the toothache, 
and that Miss was to be intrusted to my care. Ac- 
cordingly, we set out for the ball-room i)retty eply 
in the evening, and took j^ossession of a commodious 
place, wliere we had not sat longer than a quarter 
of an hour, when a gentleman dressed in a green 
frock came in, leading a young lady, whom 1 im- 
mediately discovered to he the adorable Narcissa! 
Good Heaven ! what were the thrilliiigs of my soul 
at that instant! my reflection was overwhelmed 
with a torrent of agitation ! my heart throbbed with 
surjirising violence 1 a sudden mist overspread my 
eyes! my ears were invaded wdth a dreadful sound 



124 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


I paused for want of breath, and, in sliort, was for | 
some moments entranced ! This first tumult sub- 
siding, a crowd of flattering ideas rushed upon my 
imagination. Every thing that was soft, sensible, 
and engaging in the character of that dear creature, 
recurred to my remembrance, and every favourable 
circumstance of my own qualifications appeared in 
all the a^fgravation of self-conceit, to heighten my 
expectation I Neither was this transport of long 
duration. The dread of her being already disposed 
of intervened, and overcast iny enchanting reverie 1 
My presaging apprehension represented her en- 
circled in the arms of some happy rival, and of 
consequence for ever lost to me ! 1 was stung with 
this suggestion, and believing the person who con- 
ducted her to be the husband of this amiable young 
lady, already devoted him to my fury, and stood up 
to mark him for my vengeance ; when I recollected, 
to my unspeakable joy, her brother, the fox-hunter, 
in tin; person of her gallant. Undeceived so much 
to my satisfaction in this particular, I gazed, in a 
frenzy of delight, on the irresistible charms of his 
sister, who no sooner distinguished me in the crowd, 
than her evident confusion afforded a happy omen 
to my flame. At sight of me she startled, the roses 
instantly vanished from her polished cheeks, and 
returned in a moment with a double glow that over- 
spread her lovely neck, while her enchanting bosom 
heaved with strong emotion. I hailed these fa- 
vourable symptoms, and, lying in wait for her looks, 
did homage with my eyes. She seemed to approve 
my declaration, by the complacency of her aspect ; 
and 1 was so transported with her discovery, that 
more than once 1 M'as on the point of making uj) to 
her to disclose the throbbings of my heart in person, 
had not that profound veneration which her ])re- 
sence always inspired, restrained the unseasonable 
impulse. All iny powers being engrossed in this 
manner, it may easily be imagined how ill 1 enter- 
tained Miss Snapper, on whom T could not now 
turn my eyes without making comparisons very 
little to her advantage. It was not even in my 
power to return distinct answers to the <|uestions 
she asked from time to time, so that she could iK)t 
help observing my absence of mind; and having 
a turn for observation, watched my glances, and 
tracing them to the divine object, discovered the 
cause of my disorder. That she might, however, 
be convinced of the truth of her conjecture, she 
began to interrogate me with regard to Narcissa, 
ami, notwithstanding all my endeavours to disguise 
my sentiments, perceived my attachment by my 
confusion. Upon which she assumed a stateliness 
of behaviour, and sat silent during the remaining 
part of the entertainment. At any other time, her 
suspicion would have alarmed me ; but now 1 was 
elevated by my passion above every other con- 
sideration. The mistress of my soul having retired 
with her brother, 1 discovered so much uneasiness 
at my situation, that Miss Snapper proposed to go 
home, and while 1 conducted her to a chair, told me 
she had too great a regard for me to keep me any 
longer in torment. T feigned ignorance of her mean- 
ing, and liaving seen her safely at her lodgings, 
t<x)k my leave, and went home in an ecstasy, where 
J disclosed every thing that had happened to my 
confidant and humble servant Strap, who did not 
relish the accident so well as I expected, and ob- 
served that a bird in hand is worth two in the bush. 
‘Rut however,” said he, “you know best, — you 
know best.” Next day, as J went to the Pump- 


room, in hopes of seeing or hearing some tidings 
of my fair enslaver, 1 was met by a gentlewoman, 
who having looked hard at me, cried, “ O C — 1 1 
Mr. Random !” Surprised at this exclamation, I 
examined the countenance of the person who spokei 
and immediately recognised my old sweetheart and 
fellow -sufferer. Miss Williams. 

1 was mightily pleased to find this unfortunate 
woman under such a decent appearance, j)rofessed 
my joy at seeing her so well, and desired to know 
w'herc I should have the pleasure of her conversa- 
tion. She was as lieartily rejoiced at the apparent 
easiness of my fortune, and gave me to know, that 
she, as yet, had no habitation that she could properly 
call her own, but would wait on me at any place I 
should please to aj)point. Understanding that she 
was unengaged for the present, I showed her the 
way to my own lodgings, where, after a very affec- 
tionate salutation, she informed me of her being 
very happy in tlie servicci of a young lady to whom 
she was recommended by a former mistress de- 
ceased, into whose family she had recommended 
herself by the honest deceit she had concerted while 
she lived with me in the garret at Ixiudon. She 
ilw*n expressed a vehement desire to he acquainted 
with the vicissitudes of my life since we parted, 
and excused her curiosity on account of the eoneern 
she had for my interest. I forthwith gratified her 
request, and when I described my situation in 
Sussex, perceived her to attend to my story with 
particular eagerness. She interrupted me when I 
had finished that period, with, “Uood God! is it 
possible !” — and then begged I w'ould be so good as 
to continue my relation ; which 1 did as briefly as 
I could, burning with impalienec to know the cause 
of her surprise, about which 1 had already formed 
a very interi'sting conjecture. When 1 had brought 
my adventures down to the present day, she seemed 
very mueh aflected with the different cireiimstanees 
of my fortune; and saying with a smile, she believed 
my distresses were now' at a jicriod, proceeded to 
inform me, that the lady whom she served, w'as no 
other than the charming Narcissa, who liad ho- 
noured her with her confidence for some time ; in 
eonsequenet* of w hich trust, she had often repeated 
the story of .John Rrowri, with great admiration and 
rej^rd ; that she loved to dw ell upon the particulars 
of his character, and did not scruple to own a tender 
approbation of his flame. I became delirious at this 
piece of intelligence, strained Miss Williams in my 
embrace, called lier the angel of my happiness, and 
acted such extravagances, that she might have been 
convinced of my sincerity, had she not been satis- 
fied of my honour before. As soon as 1 was in 
condition to }i(‘ld attention, she described the pre- 
sent situation of her mistress, who had no sooner 
reached her lodgings the night before, than she 
closeted her, and, in a rapture of joy, gave her to 
know that she had seen me at the ball, where 1 ap- 
jieared in the character which sin* always thouglit 
my due, with such advantage of transformation, 
that unless iny image had been engraven on her 
heart, it would have been impossible to know me 
for the person who liad worn her aunt’s livery; that, 
by the language of my eyes, she was assured of tlie 
continuance of my passion for her, and consequently 
of my being unengaged to any other; and that, 
though she did not doubt I would speedily fall upon 
some method of being introduced, she was so im- 
patient to hear of me, that she (Miss Williams) had 
been sent abroad this very morning, on purpose to 



rodehick random. 


125 


earn the name and character I at present bore, 
dy bosom had been hitherto a stranger to such a 
lood of joy as now rushed upon it. My faculties 
rere overborne by the tide. It was some time t)o- 
ore I could open my mouth, and much longer ere 
could utter a coherent sentence. At length, 1 
ervently requested her to lead me immediately to 
he object of my adoration. Tint she resisted my 
mportunity, and explained the danger of such pre- 
nature conduct. “ How favourable soever,” said 
he, “my lady’s inclination towards you may be, 
ou may depend upon it, she will not commit the 
mallest trespass on decorum, either in disclosing 
ler own, or in receiving a declaration of your 
,sion ; and altliough the great veneration I have 
or you has ])rompted me to reveal what she coni- 
lUTiieated to me in confidence, 1 know so well the 
everity of her sentiments with respect to the punc- 
ilios of her sex, that, if she could learn the least 
urinise of it, she would not only dismiss me as a 
r retch unworthy of her benevolence, but also for 
ver shun the efforts of jour love.” J assented to 
lie justness of her remonstrance, and desired she 
roll Id assist me with her advice and direction, 
^pon which, it was concerted between us, that, for 
lu‘ present, 1 should be contented with her telling 
^arcissa, that, in the course of her inquiries, she 
ould only learn my name ; and that if, in a day 
r two, I could fall upon no other method of being 
ntroduced to her mistress, she would deliver a letter 
rom me, on pretence of consulting her happiness ; 
lul say that 1 met her in the streets, and bribed 
er to this piece of service. Matters being thus 
dj listed, 1 kept my old acquaintance to breakfast, 
nd learned, from her conversation, that my rival 
'ir Timothy hud drunk himself into an apoplexy, 
f which he died five months ago ; that the savage 
ras still unmarried; and that his aunt had been 
ei/ed with a whim which he little expected, and 
hosen the schoolmaster of the jiarish for her lord 
nd husband ; but matrimony not agreeing with her 
onstitulion, she had been hectic and dropsical a 
,ood while, and was now at Hath, in order to drink 
he waters for the recovery of her liealth ; that her 
ieee had accompanied her thither at lier n*quest, 
nd attended her with the same alf<*e1ion as before, 
lOtwithstandlng the mistake she had committed; 
nd that her nejihew, who had been exasperated at 
he loss of her fortune, did not give his attendance 
ut of good-will, but ])urely to have an eye on his 
ister, lest she should likewise thrown herself away, 
rilliout Iiis consent or approbation. Having enjoyed 
urselves in this manner, and made an assignation 
y meet next day at a certain place. Miss Williams 
Dok her leave ; and {Strap’s looks being very in- 
uisitive about the nature of the communication 
ubsisting between us, 1 made him acquainted with 
be whole affair, to his great astonishment and sa- 
isfaction. 

CHAPTER I. VI. 

become acquainted with Narcissa’s Brother, wdio invites 
me to his House, where I am introduced to that adorable 
Creature — After Dinner, the Squire retires to take his Nap 
— Freeman, guessing the Situation of my Thoughts, with- 
draws likewise on pretenre of Business-— T declare ray 
Passion to Narcissa — Am veil received -Charmed with 
her Conversation— The Squire detains us to Supper — 1 
elude his Design by a Stratagem, and get home sober. 

K the afternoon I drank tea at the house ofilMr. 
Veeman, to whom I had been recommended by 


Banter ; where I had not sat five minutes till the 
fox-hunter came in, and by his familiar behaviour 
appeared to be intimate with my friend. I was at 
first under some concern, lest he should recollect 
my features ; but when 1 found myself introduced 
to him as a gentleman from London, without being 
discovered, I blessed the opportunity that brought 
me into his company, lioping that, in the course of 
our acquaintance, he would invite me to his house. 
Nor were my hopes frustrated ; for, as we spent 
the evening together, he grew extremely fond of 
my conversation, asked a great many childish 
questions about France and foreign parts ; and 
seemed so highly entertained with my answers, 
that, in his cups, he shook me often by the hand, 
pronounced me an honest fellow, and, in fine, de- 
sired our company at dinner next day in his own 
house. My imagination was so much employed in 
anticipating the happiness I was to enjoy next daj , 
that 1 slept very little that night ; but, rising curjy 
in the morning, went to the place appointed, where 
I met my she-iriend, and imparted to her my suc- 
cess with the squire. She was very much pleased 
at tlie occasion, which, she said, could not fail of 
being agreeable to Narcissa, who, in spite of her 
passion for me, Inid mentioned some scruples re- 
lating to my true situation and character, w hicli the 
delicacy of her sentiments suggested, and wdiich she 
believed I w ould find it necessary to remove, though 
she did not know how. 1 was a good deal startled 
at this insinuation, because I foresaw the diffienlty 
I should find in barely doing myself justice ; for, 
although it never was my intention to impose myself 
upon any woman, much less on Narcissa, as a man 
of fortune, I laid claim to the character of a gentle- 
man, by birth, education, and behaviour ; and yet, 
so unlucky had the circumstances of my life falU*i\ 
out, I should find it a very hard matter to make 
good my pretensions even to these, especially to the 
last, which was the most essential. Miss Williams 
was as sensible as 1 of this my disadvantag(*, hut 
comforted me with observing, that when once a 
woman had bestowed her affections on a man, she 
cannot help judging of him in all respects with a 
partiality easily influenced in his favour. She re- 
marked, that although some situations of my life 
had been low, yet none of them had been infamous ; 
that my indigence had been the crime not of me, 
hut of fortune ; and that the miseries 1 had under- 
gone, by improving the faculties both of mind and 
body, qualified me the more for any dignified sta- 
tion, and would of consequence recoimnend me to 
the good graces of any sensible woman. She, 
therefore, advised me to be always open and unre- 
served to the inquiries of my mistress, without 
unnecessarily betraying the meanest occurrences of 
my fate, and trust to the strength of her love and 
reflection for the rest. The sentiments of this 
sensible young woman, on this as well as on almost 
every other subject, perfectly agreed with mine ; I 
thanked her for the care ^he took of my interests, 
and promising to behave myself according to her 
direction, we parted, after she had assured me that 
I might dej>end upon her best offices with her mis- 
tress, and that she would from time to time com- 
muni(‘ate to me such intelligence as she should 
procure relating to my flame. Having dressed 
myself to the best advantage, I w aited for the time 
of dinner with the most fearful impatience ; and as 
the hour drew nigh, my heart beat with such in- 
creased velocity, and my spirits contracted such 
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disorder, that I began to suspect my resolution, and 
even to wish myself disengaged. At last Mr. 
Freeman called at my lodgings, in his way, and I 
accompanied him to the liouse where all my hap- 
piness was deposited. We were very kindly received 
by the squire, who sat smoking his j>ii)e in a parlour, 
and asked if we chose to drink anything before din- 
ner. Though 1 never had more occasion for a 
cordial, J was ashamed to accept his offer, which 
was also refused by my friend. We sat down, how- 
ever, and entered into conversation, which lasted 
half an hour, so that I had time to recollect myself; 
and, so capricious were my thoughts, even to hope 
that Narcissa would not appear — when all of a 
sudden, a servant coming in, gave us notice that 
dinner was upon the table — and my perturbation 
returned with such violence, that 1 could scarce 
conceal it from the company as 1 ascended the 
staircase. When J entered the dining-room, the 
tirst object that saluted iny ravished eyes was the 
divine Narcissa, blushing like Aurora, adorned with 
all the graces that meekness, innocence, and beauty 
can diffuse I I was seized w^ith a giddiness, my 
knees tottered, and I scarce had strength enough 
to perform the ceremony of salutation, when her 
brother, slapping me on the shoulder, cried, “ Meastor 
Randan, that there is iny sister.” 1 approached 
her with eagcniess and fear ; hut in the moment of 
our embrace, my soul was agonized with rapture! 
It was a lucky circumstance for us both, that my 
entertainer was not endued with an uncommon 
stock of penetration ; for our mutual confusion was 
so manifest, that Mr. Freeman perceived it, and as 
we went home together, congratulated me on my 
good fortune. Hut so lar w^as liruin from enter- 
taining the least susjiicion, that he encouraged me 
to begin a conversation with my mistress in a lan- 
guage unknown to him, by telling her, that he had 
brought a gentleman who could jabber with licr in 
French and other foreign lingos, as fast as she 
pleased ; then turning to me, said, “ Odds hobs ! I 
wish you would hold discourse with her in your 
French or Italiano, and tell me if she understands 
it as well as she would be tliouglit to do — there’s 
her aunt and she will chatter together whole days 
in it, and I can't have a mouthful of English for 
love or money.” 1 consulted the look of my amiable 
mistress, and found her averse to his proposal, w'hich 
she declined with a sweetness of denial peculiar to 
herself, as a piece of disrespect to that part of the 
company which did not understand the language in ' 
question. As I had the happiness of sitting oppo- ' 
site to her, I feasted my eyes much more than my 
palate, which she tempted in vain with the most 
delicious bits carved by her fair hand, and recom- 
mended by her persuasive tongue ; hut all my otlier 
appetites were swallowed up in the immensity of 
my love, which 1 fed by gazing incessantly on the 
delightful object. Ihnner was scarce ended, when 
the squire became very drowsy, and, after several 
dreadful yawns, got up, stretched himself, look two 
or three turns across the room, begged we would 
allow him to take a short nap, and having laid a ' 
strong injunction on his sister to detain us till his 
return, went to his repose without further ceremony, 
lie had not been gone many minutes, when Free- 
man, guessing the situation of my heart, and think- 
ing he could not do me a greater favour than to 
leave me alone with Narcissa, pretended to recollect 
himself all of a sudden, and starting up, begged the 
lady’s pardon for half an hour, for he had luckily 


remembered an engagement of some conseq^uence, 
that he must perfoi*m at that instant ; so saying, he 
took his leave, promising to comeback time enough 
for tea, leaving my mistress and me in great con- 
fusion. Now that I enjoyed an opportunity of dis- 
closing the pantings of my soul, 1 had not power to 
use it. I studied many pathetic declarations, but 
when I attempted to give them utterance, my tongue 
denied its office ; and she sat silent, with a downcast 
look, full of anxious alarm, her bosom heaving with 
expectation of some great event. At length I en- 
deavoured to i)ut an end to this solemn pause, and 
began with, “It is very surprising, madam,” — Here 
the sound dying aw^ay, 1 made a full stop — while 
Narcissa starting, blushed, and, with a timid accent, 
answered, “ Sir?” Confounded at this note of in- 
terrogation, 1 pronounced, with the most slu*epish 
bashfulness, “ Madam !” To which she replied, 
“1 beg pardon — 1 thought you had spoke to me.” 
Another pause ensued — 1 made another effort; and 
though my voice faltered very much at the begin- 
ning, made shift to express myself in this manner : 
“ I say, madam, ’tis very surprising that love should 
act so inconsistent willi itself, as to deprive its 
votaries of the use of their faculties when tliey have 
most need of them. Since the happy occasion ot 
being alone with you presont(‘d itself, 1 have madi* 
many unsuccessful attempts to declare a pas^^ion for 
the loveliest of her s(‘x — a jiassion whicli took pos- 
session of my soul, while my cruel fate eomjielled 
me to wear a servile disguise so unsnituhle to my 
birth, sentiments, and, let me add, my deserts ; yet 
favourable in one respect, as it iurnished me with 
opportunities of seeing and adoring your perfec- 
tions. Yes, madam, it was then jour dear idea 
entered my bosom, w luTe it bus lived iinimiiairi'd 
in the midst of numberless cares, and animated me 
against a thousand dangers and calamities.” While 
I spoke thus, she concealed her face with her fan, 
and when 1 ceased sjieuking, recovering herself 
from the most beautiful coiiiiision, told trie, she 
thought herself V(‘ry much obliged by my favour- 
able opinion of her, and that she was very sorry to 
hear I had been imfortunate. Encouraged by this 
gentle reply, J proceeded, owned myself sufficiently 
recompensed by her kind compassion for what I 
had undergone, and declared that the future happi- 
ness of my life depended solely uiion her. “ Sir,” 
said she, “ I should be very ungrateful, if, after tire 
signal protection you once afforded me, I should 
refuse to contribute towards your hajipiuess, in any 
reasonable condescension.” Transported at this 
acknowledgment, I threw myself at her feet, and 
begged she would regard my passion with a favour- 
able eye. She was alarmed at my behaviour, 
entreated me to rise, lest her brother should discover 
me in that posture, and to spare her, for the present, 
upon a subject for which she was altogether unpre- 
pared. In consequence of this remonstrance, I 
rose, assuring her I would rather die than disobey 
her ; but in the mean time begged her to consider 
how precious the minutes of this opportunity were, 
and what restraint I put upon my inclinations in 
sacrificing them to her desire. She smiled with 
unspeakable sweetness, and said there would be no 
want of opportunities, provided I could maintain 
the good opinion her brother had conceived of me ; 
and I, enchanted by her charms, seized her hand, 
which 1 well nigh devoured with kisses. But she 
checked my boldness with a severity of counte- 
nance, and desired I would not so fur forget myself 
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to her as to en<lanp:or the esteem she had for me ; 
she reminded me of our bein^ almost strangers to 
each other, and of tlie necessity there was for her 
knowing me l)etter before she could take any reso- 
lution in ray favour; and, in short, mingled so much 
good sense and complacency in her reproof, that I 
became as much enamoured of her understanding, 
as 1 had been before of her beauty, and asked par- 
don for my presumption with the utmost reverence 
of conviction. She forgave my offence with her 
usual affability ; and sealed my pardon with a look 
so full of bewitching tciidern(*ss, that for some 
minutes my senses were lost in ecstasy ! 1 after- 
wardsendeavoured to regulate my behaviour accord- 
ing to her desire, and turn the conversation upon a 
more indiff'erent subject. Rut her presence was an 
insurmountable obstacle to ray design ; w'hile I be- 
held so much excellence, 1 found it impossible to 
call my attention from the contemplation of it ! 1 

gazed with unutterable fondness ! J gn'w^ mad with 
admiration! “My condition is insupportable 1” 
cried 1, “ T am distracted with passion ! why are 
you so exquisitely fair.^ Why are you so enchant- 
ingly good? Why has nature dignified yo\i with 
charms so much above the standard of women ? 
and, wretch that I am, how dares my unworthiness 
aspire to the enjoyment of such perfection 

She was startled at my ravings, reasoned down 
iny transport, and by her irresistible eloquence 
soothed my soul into a state of trampiil felicity ; 
but, lest r miglit suffer a relapse. Industriously pro- 
mot i*d other subjects to entertain ray imagination. 
She chid me for having omitted to imjuire about 
lier aunt, who, she assured me, in the midst of all 
her absence of temper, and detachment from com- 
mon affairs, often talked of me wdth uncommon 
warmth. 1 professed my veneration for the good 
lady, excused my omission, by imputing it to the 
violence of my love, which engrossed my whole 
sonl, and desired to know tlie situation of lier health. 
Upon which the amiable JVarcissa repeated what I 
had heard bef(»re, of!ier marriage, with all the ten- 
dcTness for her reputation that the subject would 
admit of ; told me she lived with lier husband hard 
by, and was so much afflicted with the dropsy, and 
wasted by a consumption, that she had small hopes 
of her recovery. Having expressed my sorrow for 
her disteiujier, 1 questioned her about iny good 
friend Mrs. Sagely, who 1 learned, to my great satis- 
faction, was still in good health, and who had, by 
the encomiums slie bestowed upon me after I was 
gone, confirmed the favourable impressions my be- 
haviour at parting had made on Narcissa’s heart 
^J'he eircuinstanee introduced an inquiry into the 
<*onduct of Sir Timothy Thicket, wdio, she infonned 
me, had found means to incense her brother so much 
against me, that she found it impossible to unde- 
ceive him ; but on the contrary, suffered very much 
in her own character by his scandalous insinuations; 
that tlie whole parish was alarmed, and actually in 
pursuit of me, so that she had been in the utmost 
onsternation upon my account, w^ell knowing how 
little my own iimoeencc, and her testimony, would 
have weighed with the ignorance, prejudice, and 
brutality of those who must have judged me, had 1 
been apprehended. That Sir Timothy, having been 
seized with a fit of apo]>lexy, from which, with 
great difficulty, he was recovered, began to be ap- 
prehensive of death, and to prepare himself accord- 
'ttgly for that great event ; as a step to which he 
sent for her brother, owned, w ith great contrition. 
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the brutal design lie had upon her, and, of conse- 
quence, acquitted me of the assault, robbery, and 
correspondence with her, wliich he laid to my 
charge ; after which confession, lie lived about a 
month in a languishing condition, and was carried 
off by a second assault. 

Every word that this dear creature spoke, riveted 
the chains with which she held me enslaved. My 
mischievous fancy began to work, and the tempest 
of my passion to wake again, when the return of 
Freeman destroyed the tempting opportunity, and 
enabled me to ipiell the rising tumult. A little while 
after, the squire staggered into tlie room, rubbing 
his eyes, and callt‘d for his tea, which ho drank out 
of a small bowl, qualified w'itli brandy, while we 
took it in the usual way. JMarcissa left us in ord(*r 
to visit her aunt ; and when Freeman and 1 pro- 
posed to take our leave, the fox-hunter insisted on 
our spending the evening at his house with sneli 
obstinacy of affection, that we w^ere obliged to com- 
ply. For my own part, 1 should have been glad of 
the invitation, by which, in all likelihood, 1 should 
be blessed witli more of his sister’s company, had I 
not been afraid of risking her esteem, by entering 
into a debauch of drinking with him, which, from 
the knowledge of his character, 1 foresaw would 
hajipen ; but there was no rennedy. 1 was forced 
to rely upon the strength of my constitution, which 
I hoped w^ould r(*sist intoxication longer than the 
squire’s, and to trust to the good-nature and discre- 
tion of my mistress lor the rest. 

Our entertainer, resolving to begin by times, 
orderc'd the table to bi‘ furnished with liquor and 
glasses iinniediat(‘ly after tea ; but we absolutely 
refused to set in for drinking so soon, and prevailed 
upon him to pass away an hour or two at w hist, in 
which we engaged as soon as Nareissa retiirn(*d. 
The savage and I hapiiened to be ])artners at first; 
and MS my llioiighls were wholly employed in a 
more interesting game, 1 plaj'cd so ill, that he lost 
all i)ati(*nee, sw ore bitterly, and thn^ntened to eali 
for wine if they would not grant him another asso- 
ciate. 'J’his desire was gratified, and Nareissa and 
I were of a side ; he won, for the same reason that 
made him lose before. I was satisfied, luy lovely 
partner did not rejiine, and the time slipped away 
very agreeably, until we w ere told that supper was 
served in another room. 

The squire was enraged to find the evening so 
iiiiprofifahly sjient, and wu’eaked his vengeance on 
the cards, which he tore, andcoimnitted to the flames 
with many execrations, threatening to make us re- 
deem our loss with a large glass, and (piiek circu- 
lation ; and, indeed, we liad no sooner supped, and 
my charmer withdrawn, than he began to put his 
threats in execution. Three bottles of port (for he 
drank no other sort of wine) were placed before us, 
with as many w^ater-glasses, w^hich were immediately 
filled to the brim, after his example*, by eaeli, out 
of his respective allowance, and emptied in a trice, 
U) the best in Christcndoni. I’liough 1 swallowed 
this and the next as fast as the glass could be re- 
plenished, without hesitatiou or show of reluctance, 
I perceived that my brain w'ouJd not be able to bear 
many bumpers of this sort ; and, dreading the per- 
severance of a champion who began with such 
vigour, I deteriniued to make up for the deficiency 
of my strength by a stratagem, which I actually put 
in practice when the second course of bottles was 
(ialled for. The wine being strong and heady, I 
was already a good deal discorojiosed by the de- 
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Epatch we had xnade, Freeman’s eyes began to reel, 
and Bruin himself was elevated into a sung, which 
he uttered with great vociferation. When 1, there- 
fore, saw the second round brought in, 1 assumed a 
gay air,^ entertained him with a French catch on 
the subject of drinking, which, though he did not 
understand it, delighted him highly, and telling 
liim that your choice spirits at Baris never troubled 
themselves with glasses, asked if he had not a bowl 
or cup in the house that would contain a whole 
quart of wine. “ Odds niggers !” cried he, “ 1 
have a silver caudle cup that holds just the quan- 
tity, for all the world " fetch it hither, Niimjis.” 
The vessel being produced, 1 bade him decant his 
bottle into it, which he having done, 1 nodded in a 
very deliberate manner, and said, “ Fledge you.” 
He stared at me for some time, and crying, “What! 
all at one pull, Mcaster Randan!” I answered, 
“ At one pull, sir ; you are no milk -sop — we shall 
do you justice.” “Shall >ou,” said he, shaking 
me by the liand, “ odds then. I'll see it out, aii*t 
were a mile to the bottom. Here’s to our better 
acquaintance, Measter Randan so saying, he ap- 
plied it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. I 
knew the effect of it would be almost instantaneous ; 
therefore, taking the cup, began to discharge my 
bottle into it, telling him he was now qualified to 
drink with the Cham of Tartary. I had no sooner 
pronounced these words, than he took umbrage at 
them, and, after several attempts to spit, made shift 
to stutter out, “ A f — t for your Chams of T — 
Tartary ! — a am a f—f — free-born Englishman, 
worth th — three thousand a year, and v — value no 
man, d — ^me !” Then, dropping his jaw, and fixing 
his eyes, he hiccuped aloud, and fell upon the floor 
as mute iis a flounder. Mr. Freeman, heartily glad 
at his defeat, assisted me in carrying him to bed, 
where we left him to the care of his servants, and 
went home to our respective habitations, congratu- 
lating each other on our good fortune. 

CHAPTER LVII. 

Miss Williams informs me of Naicissa’s approbation of my 
Flame — 1 appease the Squire — Write to my Mistress, am 
blessed with an Answer — Heg leave.of her Brother to Dance 
with her at a Ball ; obtain his comsent and liers — Enjoy a 
private Conversation with her— Am. perplexed with Ke- 
flections — Have the liononr of appearing her Partner at a 
Ball — We are complimented by a certain Nobleman — ^Ile 
discovers some symptoms of a passion for Narcissa — I am 
stung with Jealousy — Narcissa alarmed, retires — I observe 
Melinda in the Company — The Squire is captivated by 
her Beauty, 

I WAS met next morning, at the usual place, by 
Miss Williams, who gave me joy of the progress 
I had made in the affection of her mistress, and 
blessed me with an account of that dear creature’s 
conversation with her, after she had retired the 
night before from our company. 1 could scarce 
believe her information, wlieri she recounted her 
expressions in my favour, so much more w arm and 
passionate were they than my most sanguine hopes 
nad presaged ; and was particularlj" pleased to hear 
that she approved of my behaviour to her brother 
after she withdrew. Transported at the news 
of my happiness, I presented my ring to the mes- 
senger, as a testimony of my gratitude and satis- 
faction ; but she was above such mercenary consi- 
derations, and refused my compliment with some 
resentment, saying she was not a little mortified to 
see my opinion of her so low and contemptible. J 


did myself a piece of justice by explaining my 
behaviour on this head, and, to convince her of my 
esteem, promised to be ruled by her directions in 
the prosecution of the whole affair, which I had so 
much at heart, that the repose of my life depended 
upon the consequence. 

As 1 fervently wished for another interview, 
where I might pour out the effusions of my love 
without danger of being interrupted, and perhaps 
reap some endearing return from the queen of my 
desires, I implored her advice and assistance in 
promoting this event. But she gave me to under- 
stand, that Narcissa w^ould make no precipitate 
compliances of this kind, and that I w’ould do well 
to cultivate lier brother’s acquaintance, in the 
course of which 1 should not want opportunities of 
removing that reserve wliich my mistress thought 
Jierself obliged to maintain during the infancy of 
our correspondence. In tlu* mean time she pro- 
mised to tell her lady, that 1 had endeavoured, by 
presents and j)ersnasions, to prevail upon her (Miss 
VV'^illiams) to deliVer a letter from me, which she 
had refused to charge herself with, until she would 
know Narcissa’s sentiments of the matter ; and said, 
by these means slie did not doubt of being able to 
open a literary comimmication between us, which 
could not fail of introducing more intimate con- 
nexions. 

I approved of her counsel, and our appointment 
being renewed for next day, left her with an intent 
of falling upon some method of being reconciled to 
the Sijuire, who, I supposed, would tx* offended with 
the trick we had put upon him. With this view% 
1 consulted Freeman, who, from his knowh'dge of 
the fox-hunter’s disposition, assured me there was 
no other method of jiacifying him, than that of 
sacrificing ourselves, for one night to an equal 
match with him in drinking. This expedient, 1 
found myself necessitated to comply with, for the 
interest of my passion, and therefore determined to 
commit the debauch at my own lodgings, that I 
might run no risk of being discovered by Narcissa 
in a state of hhital degeneracy. Mr. Freeman, 
who w as to he of the party, went at my desire to 
the sipiire, in order to engage him, while 1 took care 
to furnish myself for his reception. IVIy invitation 
was accepted my guests honoured me w ith their 
company in the evening, wlieii Bruin gave me to 
understand that he had drank many tuns of wine 
in his life, hut was never served such a trick as 1 
had played upon him the night before. I ])romised 
to atone for my tresjiass, and having ordered to 
every man his bottle, began the conU‘st with u 
bumper to the health of Narcissa. The toasts cir- 
culated with grea^ devotion, the li<|uor began to 
operate, our mirth grew noisy, and as Freeman and 
1 had the advantage of drinking small French 
claret, the savage was effectually tamed before our 
senses were in the least affected, and carried home 
in an apoplexy of drunkenness. 

I was next morning, as usual, favoured with a 
visit from my kind and punctual confidant, who 
telling me she was permitted to receive my letters 
for her mistress, I took up the pen iminedialoly, 
and following the first dictates of my passion, 
wrote as follows : 

Dear Madam,— Were it possible for the powers of utter- 
ance to reveal tbe soft emotions of my soul ; the fond anxiety, 
the glowing hopes, tl\e chilling fears, that rule my breast by 
turns; 1 should need no other witness than this paper, to 
evince the purity and ardour of that flame your charms have 
kindled in my heart. ;But, alas! expression wrongs my 
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love 1 I am inspired with conceptions that no language can 
convey! Your beauty fills me with wonder! your under- 
standing with ravishment, and your goodness with adora- 
tion ! l am transported with desire, distracted with doubts, 
and tortured with impatience ! SuiTer me then, lovely arbi- 
tress of my fate, to approach you in person, to breathe in 
soft murmurs my passion to your ear, to offer the sacrifice 
of a heart overflowing with the most genuine and disinter- 
ested love ; to gaxe with ecstasy on the divine object of my 
wishes, to hear the music of her enchanting tongue ; and to 
rejoice in her smiles of approbation, which will banish the 
most intolerable suspense from the bosom of, 

‘ Your enraptured “ 11 11- 

Having finished this effusion, I committed it to 
the care of my faithful friend, with an injunction 
to second my entreaty with all her eloquence and 
influence; and in the mean time went to dress, 
witii an intention of visiting Mrs. Snapper and 
Miss, whom I had utterly neglected, and indeed 
almost forgot, since my dear Narcissa had resumed 
the empire of my soul. The old gentlewoman 
received me very kindly, and Miss affected a frank- 
ness and gaiety, which, however, 1 could easily 
perceive were forced and dissembled ; among other 
things, she pretended to joke me upon ray jiassion 
for Narcissa, which she averred was no secret, and 
asked if I intended to dance with her at the next 
assembly. I was a good deal concerned to find 
myself become the town-talk on this subject, lest 
the squire, having notice of my inclinations, should 
disa])prove of tliein, and, by breaking off all cor- 
respondence with me, deprive of the opportu- 
nities 1 now enjoyed. But I resolved to use the 
interest T had with liim, while it lasted ; and that 
very night meeting him occasionally, asked his 
jjermission to solicit her company at the hall, which 
he very readily granted, to my inexpressible sa- 
tisfaction. 

Having been kept awake the greatest part of the 
night by a thousand delightful reveries that took 
possession of my fancy, 1 got up by times, and 
flying to the place of rendezvous, had in a little 
time the pleasure of seeing Miss Williams approach 
with a smile on her countenance, which, J inter- 
preted into a good omen. Neither was 1 mistaken 
in iny jiresage. She presented me with a letter 
from the idol of my soul, which, after having kissed 
it devoutly, I opened with the utmost eagerness, 
and was blessed with her approbation in these 
terms : 

“ Sill - To say I look upon you with indiflbrcnce, would be 
a piece of dissimulation, whicli I tiiink no decorum requires, 
and no custom can justify. As my heart never felt an im- 
piession that my tongue was ashamed to declare, 1 will not 
scruple to own myself pleased with your passion, confi- 
dent of your integrity, and so well convinced of my own dis- 
cretion, that I should not hesitate in granting you the inter- 
view you desire, were 1 not overawed hy the prying 
curiosity of a malicious world, the censure of which might 
be tuially prejudicial to the reputation of 

“ Your Naucissa.” 

No anchorite in the ecstasy of devotion ever 
adored a relique with more fervour than that with 
which I kissed this inimitable proof of my charmer's 
candour, generosity, and affection ! 1 read it over 
an hundred times ; was^rtravished with her con- 
fession in the beginning; but the subscription of 
Your Narcissa, yielded me such delight as I had 
never felt before. My happiness was still increased 
by Miss Williams, who blessed me with a repetition 
of her lady’s tender expressions in my favour, when 
she received and read my letter. In short, I had 
all the reason in the world to believe that this gen- 
tle creature’s bosom was possessed by a passion for 
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me, as warm, though perhaps not so impetuous, as 
mine for her. 

I informed my friend of the squire’s consent to 
my dancing with Narcissa at the ball, and desired 
her to tell her mistress, that 1 would do myself the 
honour of visiting her in the afternoon, in conse- 
quence of his permission, when I hoped to find her 
as indulgent as her brother had been complaisant 
in that particular. Miss Williams expressed a good 
deal of joy, at hearing I was so much in favour 
with the fox-hunter, and ventured to assure me, that 
my visit would be very agreeable to my mistress, 
the rather, because Bruin was engaged to dine 
abroad. I'his was a circumstance, which, 1 scarce 
need say, pleased me. I went immediately to the 
Long-room, where I found him, and affecting to 
know nothing of the engagement, told him, 1 would 
do mysclt' the pleasure to wait upon him in the af- 
ternoon, and to present his sister with a ticket for 
the bail. He shook me by the hand, according to 
custom, and giving me to understand that he was 
to dine abi'oad, desired me to go and drink tea with 
Narcissa notwithstanding, and promised to prepare 
her for my visit in the mean time. 

Every thing succeeding thus to my wish, T waited 
with incredible impatience for tlie time, which no 
sooner arrived, than I hastened to the scene, which 
my fancy had prc-occupied long before. I was in- 
troduced accordingly to the dear enchantress, whom 
1 found accompanied by Miss Williams, who, on 
pretence of ordering tea, retired at my approach. 
This favourable accident, which alanned my whole 
soul, disordered her also. 1 tound myself actuated 
by an irresistible impulse ; I advanced to her with 
eagerness and awe, and, profiting by the confusion 
that prevailed over her, clasped the fair angel in my 
arms, and imprinted a glowing kiss upon her lips, 
more soft and fragrant than the dewy rose-bud just 
bursting from the stem ! Her face was in an instant 
covered with blushes — her eyes sparkled with re- 
sentment — 1 threw myself at her feet, and implored 
her pardon. Her love became advocate in my 
cause ; her look softened into forgiveness ; she 
raised me up, and chid me w ith so much sweetness 
of displeasure, that 1 should have been tempted to 
repeat the offence, had not the coming in of a ser- 
vant with the tea-board prevented my presumption. 
While we were subject to be interrupted or over- 
heard, we conversed about the approaching ball, at 
which she promised to grace me as a partner ; hut 
when the equipage was removed, and we were left 
alone, I resumed the more interesting theme, and 
expressed myself with such transport and agitation, 
that my mistress, fearing I w’ould commit some ex- 
travagance, rung the bell for her maid, whom she 
detained in the room, as a check upon my vivacity. 
I was not sorry for this precaution, because 1 could 
unbosom myself without reserve before Miss Wil- 
liams, who was the confidant of us both. I there- 
fore gave a loose to the insiiirations of my passion, 
which operated so successfully upon the tender af- 
fections of Narcissa, that she laid aside the con- 
straint she had hitherto wore, and blessed me with 
the most melting declaration of her mutual flame ! 
It was impossible for me to forbear taking the ad- 
vantage of this endearing condescension. She now 
gently y ielded to my eiuhraccs ; while I, encircling 
all that 1 held dear within my arms, tasted in ad- 
vance the joys of that paradise I hoped in a little 
time wholly to possess ! We spent the afternoon 
in all the ecstasy of hope, that the most fervent 
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love, exchanged by mutual vows could inspire ; 
and Miss WiUiaias was so much affected with our 
chaste caresses, which recalled the sad remembrance 
of what she was, that her eyes were tilled with tears. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, 1 forced 
myself from the dear object of my flame, who in- 
dulged me in a tender embrace at parting; and re- 
pairing to my lodgings, communicated to my friend 
•Strap every circumstance of my happiness, which 
tilled him with so much pleasure, that it ran over at 
his eyes ; and he prayed heartily, that no envious 
devil might, as formerly, dash the cup of blessing 
from my lip. When 1 reflected on what had liap- 
pened, and especially on the unreserved protesta- 
tions of Narcissa’.s love, I could not help being 
amazed at her omitting to inquire into the par- 
ticular circumstances of the life and fortune of one 
whom she had favoured with her aflection, and 1 
began to be a little anxious about the situation of 
her finances, well knowing that I should do an ir- 
reparable injury to the person itiy soul held most 
dear, if I should espouse her, without being able to 
6up|K)rt her in the rank which was certainly her 
due. 1 had heard indeed, while I served her 
aunt, that her father had left her a considerable 
sum ; and that every bwly believed she would in- 
herit the greatest ])art of her kinswoman’s dowry ; 
but I did not know how far she might be restricted 
by the old gentleman’s will, in the enjoyment of 
what he left her ; and T was too well iiifoiTued of 
the virtuoso’s late conduct, to think my mistress 
could have any exiiectations from that quarter. I 
confided, however, in Uie good sense and policy of 
my charmer, who, I was sure, would not consent 
to unite her fate with mine, before she bad fully 
considered and ])rovided for the consequence. 

The ball-night being arrived, 1 dressed myself in 
a suit I had rescTvcd for some grand occasion ; and 
having drank tea wdth Narcissa and her brother, 
conducted my angel to the scene, where she in 
a moment eeiipsed all her female competitors for 
beauty, and attracted the admiration of the whole 
assembly. My heart dilated with pride on this oc- 
casion, and my triumph rejected all hounds, when, 
after we had danced together, a certain nobleman, 
remarkable for his figure and influence in the 6eau 
monde, came up, and in the hearing of all present, 
honoured us with a very particular compliment, 
upon our accomplishments and appearance. But 
this transport was soon checked, when T perceived 
his Ix)rdship attach himself with great assiduity to 
iny mistress, and say some warm things, which, 1 
thought, favoured too much of passion. Jt was 
then I began to feel the j)angs of jealousy — 1 
dreaded the power and address of my rival — I 
sickened at his discourse ; when she opened her 
Ups to answer, my heart died within me. When 
she smiled, I felt the pains of the d — d ! I was en- 
raged at his presumption ; T cursed her complais- 
ance ; at length he quitted her, and went to the 
other side of the room. Narcissa suspecting no- 
thing of the rage that inflamed me, put some ques- 
tions to me, as soon as he was gone, to which 1 
made no reply, but assumed a grim look, which too 
well denoted the a^tation of my breast, and sur- 
prised her not a little. She no sooner observed 
my emotion, than she changed colour, and asked 
what ailed me ? hut before I could make answer, 
her brother pulUng me by the sleeve, bade me take 
notice of a lady who sat fronting us, whom T im- 
mediately, to my vast astonishment, distinguished 


to he Melinda, accompanied by her mother, and 
an elderly gentleman, whom I did not know. 
“ Wounds ! Mr. Kandan,” cried the squire, “ is she 
not a delicate piece of stuff? ’Sdeath 1 1 have a good 
mind — if 1 thought she was a single person ” — Not- 
withstanding the perplexity 1 was in, lhad reflection 
enough to foresee that my passion might suffer 
greatly by the presence of this lady, who in all 
probability would revenge herself upon me for 
having formerly disgraced her, by spreading re- 
ports to my prejudice. 1 was therefore alarmed at 
these symptoms of tlie squire’s admiration ; and 
for some time did not know what reply to make, 
when he asked my oj)inion of her beauty. At 
length I came to a determination, and told him that 
lier name was Melinda, that she had a fortune of 
ten thousand pounds, and w^as said to be under pro- 
mise of marriage to a certain lord, who deferred 
his mi})tials a few months, until he slioiild he of 
age. 1 thought this juece of intclligonco, which I 
had myself invented, would have hindered liiin ef- 
fectually from entertaining any farther thoughts of 
her ; but 1 was egregiously mistaken, '^fhe t'ox- 
hunter had too much self-suffieieney, to despair of 
success against any competitor on earth, lie ther(‘- 
fore made light of her engagement, saying, vith a 
smile of sclf-ai)probation, “ Majliap she will change 
her mind — what signifies his being a lord ? 1 think 
myself as good a man as e’er a lord in ( ’hristendom ; 
— and I'll sec if a commoner woHli three thousaTid 
a year won’t serve her turn.” This determination 
startled me not a little. J knew lie would soon dis- 
cover the contrary of wluit I advanced ; and as I 
believed he would find her oar open to his addresses, 
did not doubt of meeting witli every obstacle in 
my amour tliat }»er malice could invent, and lier 
influence execute. This reflection increased my 
chagrin. M^ vexation was evident, a rcissa in- 
sisted on going home immediately ; and as J led 
her to the door, her noble admirer, with ii look full 
of languishnient, directed to her a profound how, 
which stung me to the soul. Before she w'eiit into 
the chair, she asked, with an ajipearanec of con- 
cern, w hat was the matter with me ? and I could 
pronounce no more than, “ By heaven I I’m dis- 
tracted.” 

CHAPTEK LVTTT. 

Tortured with Jealousy, I po liome and abuse Strap— Re- 
ceive a Message from Narcissa, in consequence of which I 
hsisten to her Apartiiu ut, wlicre her endearing assurances 
banish all my doubts and apprehensions — In my Retreat 
discover somebody in the daik, whom, suspecting to he a 
Spy, I resolve to kill ; but, to my great surprise, am con- 
vinced of his being no other than Strap— -Melinda slanders 
me — 1 become <’ic(]ualiited with Lord Quiverwit, who 
endeavours to sound me with regard to Narcissa — The 
Squire is introduced to his Lordship, and grows cold 
towards me — 1 learn from my Confidant, that this Noble- 
man professes honourable Love to my Mistress, who con- 
tinues faithful to me, notwithstanding the scandalous 
Reports slie has lieard to my Prejudice — 1 am mortified 
with an assurance that her whole Fortune dejiends upon 
the pleasure of her Brother — Mr. Freeman condoles me 
on the decline of my Character, which I vindicate so much 
to his satisfaction, that he undertakes to combat Fame in 
my behalf. 

Having uttered this exclamaticm, at which she 
sighed, I went home in the condition of a frantic 
bedlamite ; and finding the fire in my apartment 
almost extinguished, vented my fury upon poor 
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Strap, 'whose ear I pinched ■with such violence, that 
he roared hideously with pain, and, when 1 quitted 
my hold, looked so foolishly aghast, that no un- 
concerned spectator could have seen him, without 
being seized with an immoderate fit of laughter. 
It is true, 1 was soon sensible of the injury 1 had 
done, and asked pardon for the outrage 1 had com- 
mitted ; upon which my faithful valet, shaking his 
head, said, “ 1 forgive you, and may God forgive 
you.” Hut he could not help shedding some tears 
at my unkindness. I felt unspeakable remorse for 
what 1 had done, cursed my own ingratitude, and 
considered his tears as a rci)roach that my soul, in 
her present disturbance, could not bear. It set all 
my passions into a ferment, 1 swore horrible oaths 
without meaning or application, 1 foamed at the 
mouth, kicked the chairs about tlie room, and 
played abundance of mad pranks, that friglitened 
my friend almost out of his senses. At length my 
transport subsided, 1 became melancholy, and wept 
insensibly. 

During this .state of dejection, T was surprised 
with the appearance of Miss Williams, M'hom Strap, 
bluhliering all the while, had conducted into the 
chaniher, without giving me previous notice of her 
approach. She was extremely atTccted with my 
condition, wliich she had l(‘arned from him, begged 
me to moderate my passion, susjiond my conjec- 
tures, and follow her to Narcissa, who desired to 
see me forthvsitli. 'J’hat dear name ojierated upon 
me like a charm ! T started up, and without open- 
ing my lips, was conducteil into her ajiarlrnent 
through the garden, which w e entered by a private 
door. I found the adorable creature in tears! — I 
was melted at the sight — we continued silent for 
some tinu* — my heart w’us too full to speak — her 
snowy bosom heaved with fond resentment ; at last 
she sobbing cried, “ What have 1 done to disoblige 
yon?” My heart was jiierced with the tender 
question ! — T drew near with the utmost reverence 
of affection ! — J fell ujion my kiu'es before her, and 
ki.ssing her hand, exclaimed, “O! thou art all 
goodness and perfection ! — 1 am undone by want 
of merit ! — I am unworthy to posses.s thy charm.s, 
which heaven hath destined for the arms of some 
more favoured being.” She guessed the cause of 
111 } disquiet, upbraid\‘d me gently for my suspicion, 
and gave me such flattering assurances of her 
eternal fidelity, that all my doubts and fears for- 
sook me, and peace and satisfaction reigned within 
niy breast. 

At midnight 1 left the fair nymph to her repose, 
and being let out by Miss Williams, at the garden 
gate by wdiich I entered, began to exjilore my w’ay 
Homeward in the dark, w'hen T heard at my back a 
noise like that of a baboon wdien he mews and 
chatters. I turned instantly, and perceiving some- 
thing black, concluded T was discovered by some 
spy employed to watch for that purpose. Aroused 
at this conjecture, by which the reputation of the 
virtuous Narcissa appeared in jeopardy, T drew my 
sword, and would liave sacrificed him to her fame, 
had not the voice* of Strap restrained my arm. It 
was with great difficulty he could jironounce, 
“ 1 ^ — d — do ! mum — ura — um — murder me, if you 
please.” Such an elfect had the cold uiioii his 
jaws, that his teeth rattled like a pair of castanets. 
Pleased to be thus undeceived, 1 laughed at 
his consternation, and asked what brought him 
thither? Upon which he gave me to nnder- 
Btand, that his concern for me had induced him to 


follow me to that place, wnere the same reason had 
detained him till now ; and he frankly owned, that, 
in spite of the esteem he had for Miss Williams, he 
began to he very uneasy about me, considering the 
disposition in w'hicli 1 went abroad, and if i had 
staid much longer, would have certainly alarmed 
the neighbourhood in my behalf, 'fhe knowledge 
of this his intention confounded me ! I represented 
to him the mischievous consequences that would 
have attended such a rash action, and cautioning 
him severely against any such design for the future, 
concluded my admonition, with an assurance, that, 
in case he should ever act so madly, 1 would, with- 
out hesitation, put him to death. “ Have a little 
patience,” cried he, in a lamentable tone, “ your 
displeasure will do the business, without your com- 
mitting murder.” I was touched with this re- 
j)roach ; and, as soon as we got home, made it iny 
business to appease him, ]>y explaining the cause of 
that transport during which 1 had used him so 
unworthily. 

Next day, when I went into the Long Room, 1 
observed several whispers circulate all of a sudden, 
and did not doubt that Melinda had been busy wdth 
my character ; but I consoled myself with the love 
of Narcissa, upon w hich 1 rested with the most 
perfect confidence, and going up to the rowly- 
])ow]y table, won a few pieces from my suspected 
rival, who, with an easy politenes-s, entered into 
conversation with me, and desiring iny company at 
the eofleebouse, treated me with tea and chocolate. 
I remembered Strutw’cll, and guarded against his 
insinuating behaviour ; nor was my suspicion wrong 
placed ; he artfully turned the discourse upon Nar- 
cissa, and endeavoured, by hinting at an intrigue 
he pretended to be engaged in elsewhere, to learn 
what co!inexion there was between her and me. 
But all his finesse w'as ineffectual ; I w^as convinced 
of his dissimulation, and gave such general answ ers 
to his inquiries, that he was forced to drop the 
subject, and talk of something else. 

AVhiie w'C conversed in this manner, the savage 
came in with another gcntlenian, who introduced 
him to bis Lordship; and he was received w’ith 
such peculiar marks of distinction, that I was per- 
suaded the courtier intended to u.se him in some 
shape or other ; and from thence I drew* an unlucky 
omen. But 1 had more cause to be dismayed the 
follow ing day, wiien 1 saw the S(|uire in company 
with Melinda and her mother, who honoured me 
w ith several disdainful glances ; and when 1 after- 
wards threw myself in his way, instead of the 
cordial shake of the liand, he returned my salute 
with a cold repetition of “ ^*rvant, servant which 
he pronounced with such indilFerence, or rather 
contempt, that, if he had not been Nareissa’s bro- 
ther, 1 should have affronted him in public. 

These oc*currences disturbed me not a little. I 
foresaw the brooding storm, and armed myself 
with resolution for the occasion; but Narcissa 
being at stake, I was far from being resigned. I 
could have renounced every other comfort of life 
with some degree of fortitude ; hut the prospect of 
losing her disabled all my philosophy, and tortured 
my soul into madness. 

Miss Williams found me next morning full of 
anxious tumult, which did not abate, when she told 
me, that my Lord Quiverwit, having professed 
honourable intentions, had been introduced to my 
lovely mistress by her brother, who had, at the 
same time, from the information of Melinda, spoke 
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of me as an Irish fortune-hunter, without either 
birth or estate; who supported myself in the 
appearance of a gentleman by sharping and other 
infamous practices ; and who was of such an ob- 
scure origin, that I did not even know my own 
extraction. Though 1 expected all this malice, I 
could not hear it with temper, especially as truth 
was so blended with falsehood in the assertion, that 
it would be almost impossible to separate the one 
from the other in my vindication. But 1 said 
nothing on this head, being impatient to know how 
Narcissa had boon affected with the discovery. 
That generous creature, far from believing these 
imputations, w^as no sooner withdrawn with her 
confidant, than she inveighed with great warmth 
against the malcvolenec of the world, to which only 
she ascribed the whole of what had been said to 
my disadvantage ; and calling every circumstance 
of my behaviour to her into review before her, 
found every thing so polite, honourable, and disin- 
terested, that she could not harbour the least doubt 
of my being the gentleman I assumed. “ I have 
indeed,” said she, “ purposely forbore to ask the 
particulars of his life, lest the recapitulation of 
some misfortunes, which he has undergone, should 
give him pain : and, as to the article of his fortune, 
1 own myself equally afraid of inquiring into it, 
and of discovering the situation of my own, lest we 
should find ourselves both unhappy in the ex- 
planation; for alas! my provision is conditional, 
and depends entirely on my marrying with my 
brother’s consent.” 

I was thunderstruck with this intelli|^ence ; the 
light forsook my eyes, the colour vanished from 
my cheeks, and I remained in a state of universal 
trepidation ! My female friend perceiving my dis- 
order, encouraged me with assurances of Narcissa's 
constancy, and the hope of some accident favourable 
to our love ; and, as a further consolation, gave me 
to understand, that she had acquainted my mistress 
with the outlines of my life ; and that, although she 
was no stranger to the present low state of my 
finances, her love and esteem were rather increased 
than diminished by the knowledge of my circum- 
stances, I was greatly comforted by this assurance, 
which saved me a world of confusion and anxiety : 
for I must have imparted my situation one day to 
Narcissa; and this task I could not have performed 
without shame and disorder. 

As I did not doubt that, by this time, the scan- 
dalous aspersions of Melinda were ditfused all over 
the town, I resolved to collect my whole stren^h 
of assurance, to brow- beat the efforts of her malice, 
and to publish her adventure with the frenchified 
barber, by way of reprisal. In the mean time, having 
promised to be at the garden gate about midnight. 
Miss Williams took her leave, bidding me repose 
myself entirely on the afifeclion of my dear Narcissa, 
which was as perfect as inviolable. Before I went 
abroad, 1 was visited by Freeman, who came on 
purpose to inform me of the infamous stories that 
were raised at my expense. 1 heard them with 
great temper, and in my turn disclosed every thing 
that had happened between Melinda and me ; and, 
among other circumstances, entertiiined him with 
the story of the barber, letting him know what 
share his friend Banter had in that affair : he was 
convinced of the injury my reputation had suffered, 
and no longer doubting the fountain from whence 
this deluge of slander had flowed upon me, under- 
took to undeceive the town in my behalf, and roll 


the stream back upon its source ; hut, in the mean 
time, cautioned me from appearing in public while 
the prepossession was so strong against me, lest I 
shoiild meet w ith some affront that might have bad 
consequences. 

CIIAFTER LIX. 

I receive an extraordinary Message at the Door of the Long- 
Room, which I however enter, and affront the Squire, who 
threatens to take the Law of me — Rebuke Melinda lor lu*r 
Malice — She weeps with Vexation — Lord Quiverwit is 
severe upon me — I retort his Sarcasm — Am leccived with 
the utmost Tenderness by Narcissa, who desnes to hear 
the Story of niy Idfe — We vow eternal Constancy to one 
another — I retuc — Am waked by a Messenger, who brings 
a Challenge from (iuiverwir, whom 1 meet, engage, and 
vanquish. 

I THANKED him foi* liis advice, which, however 
my pride and resentment would not ])erinit me to 
follow ; for he no sooner left me, in order to do 
justice to my character among his friends and 
acipiainiance, than I sallied out, and went din'ctly 
to the Long-room. I was met at the door by a 
servant, who presented to me a billet without a 
subscrijition, importing that my presence w as dis- 
agreeable to the conijiany, and desiring 1 would 
take the bint without further disturbance, and bestow 
myself* elsew'here for the future. 'J’his peremptory 
message filled me with indignation. I followed the 
fellow who delivered it, and seizing him by the 
collar, in presence of all the company, threatened 
to put him instantly to death if he did not diseover 
the scoundrel w’lio had charged him with such an 
impudent coinmi.ssion, that 1 might punish him as he 
deserved. The messenger, affrighted at my menaces 
and furious looks, fell upon his knees, and told me, 
that the gentleman who ordered him to deliver the 
letter was no other than Narcissa’s brother, wdio, at 
that time, stood at the other end of the room, 
talking to Melinda. J went up to him immediately, 
and, in the hearing of his inamorata, accosted him 
ill these words, “ Look’ee, squire, was it not for one 
consideration that protects you from my resentment, 

1 would cane you wdiere you stand, for having had 
the ])reKuinption to send me this seurnloiis inti- 
mation which I tore to pieces, and threw in liis 
face : at the same time, darting an angry regard at 
his mistress, T told her, I was sorry she had put it 
out of my power to compliment her uj)ou her in- 
vention, but at the expense of her good nature and 
veracity. Her admirer, whose courage never rose hut 
in proportion to the wine he had swallowed, instead 
of resenting my address in w hat is called an honour- 
able way, threatened to prosecute me for an assault, 
and took witnesses accordingly ; while she, piqued 
at his pusillanimous behaviour, and enraged at the 
sarcasm I had uttered against her, endeavoured to 
make her quarrel a public calise, and wept aloud 
with spite and vexation. The tears of a lady could 
not fail of attracting the notice and concern of the 
spectators, to whom she complained of my rudeness 
with great bitterness, saying, if she was a man, 1 
durst not use her so. The greatest part of the 
gentlemen, already prejudiced against me, were 
offended at the liberty I had taken, as appeared 
from their looks ; though none of them signified 
their disgust in any other way, except my Lord 
Quiverwit, who ventured to say, with a sneer, tliat 
I was in the right to establish my own character, of 
which he had now no longer any doubt. Nettled at 
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this severe equivoque, which raised a laugh at my 
expense, I replied with some wannth, “ f am proud 
of having in that particular got the start of your 
lordship.” He made no answer to my repartee, but, 
with a contemptuous smile, walked off, leaving nie 
in a very disagreeable situation. In vain did I 
make up to several people of my acquaintance, 
whose conversation, 1 hoped, would banish my 
confusion ; every body shunned me like a person 
infected, and J should not have been able to bear iny 
disgrace, had not the idea of the ever-faithful and 
fond Narcissa come to my relief. I quitted the 
scene of my mortification, and sauntering about 
the town, happened to wake from my contemplation, 
when I found myself just opposite to a toy -shop, 
which J entered, and purchased a ring set with a 
ruby in the form of a heart, surrounded by diamond 
sparks, for which T paid ten guineas, intending it 
for a present to the charmer of my soul. 

T was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this 
divine creature, who, notwithstanding what she had 
heard to my disadvantage, received me with the 
utmost confidence and tenderness; and having been 
informed of the general sketches of my life by 
Miss Williams, expressed a desire of knowing the 
particular circumslanees, which I related with great 
candour, omitting, however, some things, tliat T 
concluded altogiMlier improper for her ear, and 
which the reader’s reflection will easily suggest. 
As my story uas little else than a recital of mis- 
fortunes, the tear of sympathy ceased not to trickle 
down her enchanting eyes during the whole of the 
narration, which when I bail finished, she recom- 
pensed me for my trouble with the most endearing 
protestations of eternal love. She bewailed her 
restricted condition, as it w'as the means of retarding 
my happiness; told me that Lord Quiverwit, by 
her brother’s permission, had been to drink tea with 
her that very aftiTiioon, and actually proposed 
marriage ; and seeing me extremely affected with 
this piece of information, offered to give me a 
convincing proof of her affection, by espousing me 
in private, and leaving the rest to fate. I was j 
enetrated with this instance of her regard, but that ■ 
mi.i;ht not be outdone in generosity, resisted the I 
bewitching temptation, in consideration of licr 
honour and interest ; at the same time, 1 presented ' 
my ring as a jilcdge of my inviolable attachment, ! 
and on my knees implored Heaven to shower its ! 
curses on my head, if ever my heart should entertain 1 
one thought unworthy of the jiassion 1 then avowed. 
IShe received my token, gave me in return her 
picture in miniature, cxipiisitely drawn, and set in 
gold; and in the same posture called Heaven to 
witness, and to judge her flame. Our vows being 
thus reciprocally breathed, a confidence of hope 
ensued, and our mutual fondness becoming’ as 
intimate as innocence would allow,! grew insensible 
of the progress of time, and it was morning before 
1 could tear myself from this darling of my soul ! — 
IMy good angel foresaw what would happen, and 
permitted me to indulge myself on this occasion, 
in consideration of the fatal absence I was doomed 

I to suffer. 

! I went to bed immediately on my return to my 
lodging, and having slept about two hours, was 
waked by Strap, who, in great confusion, told me, 
there was a footman below with a letter, which he 
would deliver to nobody hut myself. Alarmed at 
this piece of news, I desired my friend to show 
him up to my chamber, and received the follow- 


ing letter, which, he said, required an immediate 
answer. 

“ Sir— W hen any man injures my lionour, let the differ 
ence of rank between u» be ever so great, I am contented to 
waive the privilege of my quality, and to seek reparation from 
him on equal terms. The insolence ol your reply to me yes- 
terday in the Long room 1 might have oNeriooked, had not 
your presumptive emulation in a much more interesting 
affair, and a discovery which I made this morning, concurred 
in persuading me to chastise your audacity with my sword. 
If you, therefore, have spirit enough to support the character 
you assume, you will not fail to follow' the hearer imme- 
diately to a convenient place, where you shall he met by 

“ Quivkhwit.” 

AVhether T was enervated by the love and favour 
of Narcissa, or awed by the superior station of my 
antagonist, I know not, but I never had less incli- 
nation to fight than at this time. However, finding 
there was a necessity for vindicating the reputation 
of my mistress, as well as for asserting my own 
honour, I forthwith rose, and dressing in a hurry, 
put on my sword, bade Strap attend me, and set 
out with my conductor, cursing my bad fortune all 
the way for having been observed in my return from 
my angel ; for so I interpreted his lordship’s dis- 
covery. When I came within sight of my rival, 
bis lacquey told me he had orders to stop ; upon 
which, 1 commanded Strap to halt also, while I 
walked forward, resolving, if jiossible, to come to 
an explanation with iny challenger before we should 
come to battle. Nor was an opportunity wanting ; 
for J no sooner approached, than he asked, with a 
stern countenance, what business I had in Mr. 
Topehall’s garden so early in the morning ? “I 
don’t know, my lord,” said 1, “ how to answer a 
question put to me with such magisterial haughti- 
ness. If your lordship will please to expostulate 
calmly, you will liave no cause to repent of your 
condescension ; otherwise, Tain not to be intimidated 
into any confession.” “ llierc is no room for de- 
nial,” answered he ; “ I saw you come out with my 
own eyes.” “ Did any other person see me ?” said 
I. “ I neither know, nor care,” said he ; “ I want 
no other evidence than that of my own senses.” 
Pleased to hear that the suspicion was confined to 
him alone, I endeavoured to appease his jealousy, 
by owning an intrigue with the waiting-maid ; hut 
he had too much discernment to be so easily im- 
posed upon, and told me there was only one way to 
convince him of the truth of what I alleged, which 
was no other than renouncing all claim to Narcissa 
upon oath, and promising, upon honour, never to 
speak to lier for the future. Exasperated at this 
j)ropo.sal, I unsheathed my sword, saying, “ Hea- 
vens ! what title have you, or any man on earth, 
to impose such terms on me !” He did the same, 
and making towards me with a contracted brow, 
said, 1 was a villain, and had dishonoured Narcissa. 
“He’s a scandalous villain,” I replied, in a transport 
of fury, “who brands me with that imputation! 
She is a thousand times more chaste than the mo- 
ther that hhre you ; and 1 will assert her honour 
with my heart’s blood !” So saying, I rushed upon 
him with more eagerness than address, and endea- 
vouring to get within his point, received a wound 
in my neck, which redoubled my rage. He excel- 
led me in temper as well as in skill, by which means 
he parried my tlinists w ith great calmness, until I 
had almost exhausted my spirits; and w'hen he 
perceived me beginning to flag, attacked me fiercely 
ill his turn. Finding himself, however, better op- 
posed than he expected, he resolved to follow his 
longe, and close with me ; accordingly, his sword 
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entered my 'waistcoat, on the side of the hreast bone, 
and running up between my shirt and skin, ap- 
peared over my shoulder. I imagined that his 
weapon had perforated my lungs, and, of conse- 
quence, that the wound was mortal; therefore, 
determined not to die unrevenged, I seized his shell, 
which was close to my breast, before he could dis- 
entangle his point, and keeping it fast with my left 
hand, shortened m^ own sword with my right, in- 
tending to run him through the heart ; but he 
received the thrust in the left arm, which penetrated 
up to the shoulder-blade. Disappointed in this ex- 
pectation, and afraid still that death would fnistrate 
my revenge, I grappled with him, and, being much 
the stronger, threw him upon the ground, where I 
wrested his sword out of liis liand ; and so great 
was my confusion, instead of turning the point upon 
him, struck out three of his fore teeth with the hilt. 
In the mean time, our servants seeing us fall, ran 
up to separate and assist us ; but, before their ap- 
proach, 1 was upon my feet, and had discovered 
that my supposed mortal wound was only a slight 
scratch. The knowledge of my own safety dis- 
armed me of a good deal of my resentment, and 1 
began to inquire with some concern into the situa- ; 
tion of my antagonist, w ho remained on the ground 
bleeding plentiftilly at his mouth and arm ; 1 lielped 
his footman to raise him, and having bound up his 
wound with my handkerchief, assured him it was , 
not dangerous ; I likewise restored his sword, and ^ 
offered to support him to his house. Tie thanked i 
me with an air of sullen dignity, and whispering 
that 1 should hear from him soon, went away, lean- 
ing on his servant’s shoulder. 

I was surprised at this promise, which T con- 
strued into a threat ; and resolved, if ever he should 
call me out again, to use whatever advantage for- 
tune might give me over him in another manner. 
In the mean time, 1 had leisure to take notice of 
Strap, who seemed quite stupitied with horror. I 
comforted him with an assurance that T had re- 
ceived no damage, and exj)laincd the nature of this 
affair as we walked homew’ard. By the time 1 had 
got into my apartment, 1 found the wound in my 
neck stiff and uneasy, and a good deal of clotted 
blood run down upon my shirt. Upon which, 1 
pulled off my coat and waistcoat, and unbuttoned 
my collar, that 1 might dress it with more ease. 
My friend no sooner perceived my shirt quite dyed 
with blood, than imagining T had got at least twenty 
thousand wounds, he cried, “O.Icsus!” and fell 
flat on the floor. 1 stopped the bleeding with a 
little dry lint, and applying a plaster over it, cleansed 
myself from the gore, shifted and dressed, while he 
lay senseless at my feet ; so that, when he recovered, 
and saw me perfectly well, he could scarce believe 
his own eyes. Now that the danger w'as past, J 
was very well pleased with what had happened, 
hoping that it would soon become known, and, con- 
sequently, dignify my character not a little in this 
place. 1 was also proud of having shown myself, 
m some shape, worthy the love of Narcissa, who, I 
was persuaded, would not think the worse of me for 
what I had done. 


CHAPTER LX. 

I am visitcct by Freeman, with whom I appear in Public, and 
am caressed — Am sent for by Lord Quiverwit, whose Pre- 
sence I quit in a Passion — Narcissa is carried off by her 
Brother— 1 intend to pursue him, and am dissuaded by 


my Friend — Engage in Play, and lose all my Money— Set 
out for London — Try my Fortune at the Gaming-table 
without Success— Receive a Letter from Narcissa— Bilk 
my Tailor. 

Wnn^E I entertained myself with these reflections, 
the news of the duel being communicated by some 
unknown channel, spread all over the town. 1 was 
visited by Freeman, who testified his surprise at 
finding me ; for he was told that Lord Quiverwit 
being dead of his wounds, I had absconded, in order 
to avoid the cognizance of the law. I asked, if 
people guessed the occasion of the quarrel ; and, 
understanding it was attributed to his lordship’s 
resentment of my reply in the Long-room, confirm- 
ed that conjecture, glad to find Narcissa unsus- 
pected. My friend, after I had assured him that 
my antagonist was in no danger, wdshed me joy of 
the event, than w’hich, be said, nothing could liap- 
pen more opportunely to support the idea he had 
^iven of my character to his friends, among whom 
he had been very assiduous in iny behalf. 

On tlie strength of this assurance, J went with 
him to the coffeehouse, where 1 was saluted by a 
great many of those very persons w ho had shun- 
ned me the preceding day ; and I found every body 
making merry with the story of IMclinda’s French 
gallant While 1 remained in this jdace, I received 
a message from Lord Quiverwit, desiring, if I was 
not engaged, to see me at his house. 

Thither T immediately repaired, and was con- 
ducted to an apartment, where 1 was received by 
bis lordship in bed. When we were left by our- 
selves, he thanked me, in very polite tenns, for 
having used the advantage fortune had given me 
over him with such moderntion ; and asked pardon 
for any offenee his resentment might have prompted 
him to commit “ T would willingly,” said be, 

“ make you my friend ; but a.s it is impossible for 
me to divest myself of my passion for Narcissa, I 
am too well convinced of your sentiments to think 
we shall ever agree on that subject. 1 took the 
liberty, therefore, of sending for you, in order to 
own candidly that 1 cannot help op])Osing your suc- 
cess with that young lady; though, at the same 
time, I promise to regulate my opfiosition by the 
dictates of justice and honour. This, however, I 
think proper to advertise you of, that she has no in- 
dependent fortune ; and if you should even succeed 
in your address(‘s, you would have tlic mortification 
to see her reduced to indigence, unless you have 
wherewithal to suiijiort her ; and I am credibly in- 
formed of your incapacity that way. Nay, 1 will 
confess, that, urged by this consideration, 1 have 
actually sent noiice to her brother of the progress 
J suspect you have made in her affection, and de- 
sired him to take his precautions accordingly.” 
Alarmed and provoked at this infonnation, 1 told 
his lordship, that I did not see how lie could recon- 
cile that piece of conduct with his profession of open 
dealing, and flung away from him in a passion. 

As 1 w’alked homeward, in liope of hearing 
from my mistress as usual, by means of Miss 
Williams, I was surprised with the waving of a 
handkerchief from the wdndow of a coach and six 
that passed by me at full speed ; and, upon further 
observation, I saw a servant on horseback riding 
after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonged to the 
squire. Thunderstnick with this discovery, the 
knowledge of my misfortune rushed all at once on 
my reflection! I guessed immediately that the 
signal was made by the dear hand of Narcissa, 'who^ 
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teing hurried away in consequence of Lord Qui- 
verwit’s message to her brother, had no other 
method of relating her distress, and imploring my 
assistance. Frantic with this conjecture, I ran to 
my lodgings, snatched my pistols, and ordered 
Strap to get post-horses, with such incoherence of 
speech and disorder, that the poor valet, terrified 
with the supicion of another duel, instead of pro- 
viding what I desired, went forthwith to Freeman, 
who, being informed of my behaviour, came straight 
to my apartment, and conjured me so pathetically 
to make him acquainted with the cause of my un- 
easiness, that I could not refuse telling him my 
happiness was fled with Narcissa, and that 1 must 
retrieve her, or perish. He represented the madness 
of such an undertaking, and endeavoured to divert 
me from it with great strength of friendsliip and 
reason. Tint all his arguments would have been 
ineffectual, had he not put me in mind of the de- 
pendence I ought to have on the love of Narcissa, 
and the attaclimcnt of her maid, who could not fail 
of finding opportunities to advertise me of their 
situation ; and at the same time demonstrated the 
injury my charmer’s reputation must suffer from 
my precipitate retreat. I w^as convinced and com- 
posed by these considerations. 1 appeared in public 
w'ith an air of tranquillity, was well received by the 
best company in towm, and, my misfortune taking 
air, condoled accordingly ; w hile 1 had the satis- 
faction of seeing Melinda so universally discounte- 
nanced, that she was fain to return to liondon, in 
oi-der to avoid the scoffs and censure of the ladies 
of liath. Hut though the hope of hearing from the 
darling of my soul supported my sj)irits a little 
while, I began to be vei 7 uneasy, when, at the end 
of several weeks, 1 found that exjiectation disap- 
j)()inted. In short, inelanelioly and despondence 
took possession of my soul ; and rejhning at that 
JVovidence, whieh, by acting the stepmother to- 
wards me, kept me from the fruition of my wishes, 

1 d^'tennined in a fit of despair, to risk all I had at 
the gaming-tahle, with a view" of acquiring a for- 
tune suflieieiit to render me independent for life, 
or {)1‘ ])]unging myself into such a state of misery 
as would effectually crush every aiiihitious hope that 
now tortured my imagination. 

Actuated by this iatal resolution, I engaged in 
j)lay, and, after some turns of fortune, found my- 
self at the end of three days worth a Ihou.sand 
pounds ; Imt it was not niy intention to stop here, 
for which cause I kept Strap ignorant of my success, 
and continued iny career, until 1 was reduced to 
Ine guineas, wdiieh 1 would ha\e hazarded also, 
had I not been ashamed to fall from a bet of two 
hundred pounds to such a petty .sum. 

, Having thus executed my scheme, I went home, 
amazed to find myself so niucli at ease, and in- 
I’ormcd my friend Straj) of my miselianee, with 
such calmness, tliat he, imagining 1 joked, affected 
to receive the tidings with great eipianiinity. But 
both he and I found ourselves mistaken very soon. 

I had misinterpreted my own stupidity into deli- 
berate resignation ; and he had reason to believe 
me iu earnest, when he saw me next iiioriiiiig 
agitated with the most violent despair, which he 
endeavoured to alleviate with all the consolation iu 
his pow'er. 

In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charge^d 
him to take a place in the stage-coach for London, 
and in the mean time ])ay iny debts in Bath, which 
amounted to thirty shillings only. Witliout taking 


leave of my friends, I embarked. Strap having the 
good fortune to find a return- horse, and arrived in 
town, without having met with anything remarkable 
on the road. While we crossed Bagshot Heath, 
1 was seized with a sort of inclination to retrieve 
my fortune, by laying passengers under contribu- 
tion in some such place. My thoughts were so 
circumstanced at this time, that 1 should have 
digested the crime of robbery, so righteously had 
1 concerted my plan, and ventured my life in the 
execution, had 1 not been deterred by reflecting 
upon the infamy that attends detection. 

The apartment 1 formerly lived in being unen- 
gaged, I took possession of it, and next day went 
in quest of Banter, who received me with open arms, 
in expectation of having his bond discharged to his 
liking. But when lie understood what had hap- 
pened, Iiis countenance clianged of a sudden ; 
and he told me, with a dryness of displeasure 
peculiar to himself, that, if he w'as in my place, he 
would put it out of fortune’s power to ))lay him 
such another trick, and be avenged of his own in- 
discretion at once. VV’lien I desired him to explain 
his meaning, he pointed to his neck, raised himself 
on his tip toes, and was going away without any 
furth(-r ceremony, when 1 put him in mind of my 
indigence, and demanded the five guineas 1 had 
formerly lent him, “ Five guineas !” cried he, 
“ Zounds ! had you acted with common prudence, 
you might have had twenty thousand in your 
pocket by this time. I deptmded upon five hundred 
from you. as mueh as if I had had notes for it in 
the bank ; and by all the rules of equity, you arc 
indebted to me for that sum.” I w"as neither pleased 
nor convinced by this computation, and insisted on 
iny right with such determined obstinae\ , that he 
was fain to alter his tone, and a])pease my clamour, 
by assuring me, that he was not master of five 
shillings. Society in distress generally promotes 
;ood understanding among people ; from being a 
dun, 1 descended to be a client, and asked his ad- 
vice about re])airiiig my losses. He counselled 
me to have ‘veourse again to the gaming-table, 
where 1 succeeded so well before, and jiiit nnself 
in a condition by selling my watch. I followed 
his directions, and having aceouiiiiodated him with 
a few pieces, went to the place, where 1 lost every 
shilling. 

Then 1 returned to my lodgings full of desperate 
resolution, and having made tStrap acquainted w-itli 
my fate, ordered him to jiawn ni) sword iminedi- 
itely, that I might be enabled to make another 
effort. This affectionate creature no sooner under- 
stood my purpose, than, seized with insuppressible 
.orrow at the jwospect of niy misery, he hurst into 
tears, and asked w hat 1 proposed to do, after the 
small sum he could raise ini (he sword should be 
spent ? “ On my own account,” said Iu*, “ I am quite 
unconcerned ; tor, while God spares me health and 
these ten fingers, 1 can earn a comfortable subsist- 
ence any w’liere ; but what must become of you, 
who have less luiinility to stoop, and more appetites 
to gratify?” Here I iiiterrupled him, by saying, 
with a gloomy aspect, I should never want a re- 
source w hile I had a loaded pistol in possession. 
Stupified with horroi* at this dreadful insinuation, 
he stood imite for some time, and then broke out 
into, “God of his infinite mercy enable you to 
withstand that temptation of the devil ! (''onsidcr 
your immortal soul — there is no repentance iu the 
grave. O Lord ! that ever we should come to this. 
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—■Are we not enjoined to resign ourselves to the 
will of heaven ! — where is your patience ? Durum 
patientia frango — you are but a young man — there 
may be many good things in store for you — Accidit 
in puncto, ([udd non spcratur in anno — remember 

our uncle, Mr. Bowling ; perhaps he is now on 

is voyage homeward, pleasing himself with the 
hopes of seeing and relieving you ; nay, peradven- 
ture he is already arrived, for the ship was expected 
about this tinve.*’ A ray of hope shot athwart my 
soul at this suggestion ; 1 thanked my friend for 
his seasonable recollection, and, after having pro- 
mised to take no resolution till his return, dismissed 
him to Wapping for intelligence. 

In his absence I was visited by Banter, who being 
informed of my bad luck at play, told me, that for- 
tune would pro])ably be one day weary of perse- 
cuting me. “ In the mean time,” said he, “here is 
a letter for you, which I rt‘ceived just now enclosed 
in one from Freeman.” I snatched it with eagerness, 
and knowing the superscription to be of Narcissa’s 
hand-writing, kissed it with transport, and having 
opened it, read, 

“ It is with great (lifficultj' tliat I have stolen from the ob- 
servation of tiiosc spies wlio are set over me, this oppor- 
tunity of telling you, th.at 1 was suddenly carried aw.!}' irom 
Hath i)y iny brother, who was informed of our correspondence 
by Lord Uuiverwit, whom, I since understand, you have 
wounded in a duel on my account. As I am fully convinced 
of your honour and love, 1 hope I shall never hear of such 
desperate proofs of either for the future. I am so strictly 
watched, that it will be impossible for you to see me, until 
my brother's suspicions shall abate, or Heaven contrive some 
ottier unforeseen <‘vent in our behalf. In the mean time you 
may depend on tlie constancy and alfection of 

“Your own “NAncissA.” 

" P.S. Miss Williams, who is my fellow-prisoner, desires 
to be remembered to you. We are both in good health, and 
only 111 pain ior you, especially as it will be impracticable for 
you to eorivey any messuge or letter to the place of our eon- 
ilnement; for w'hieh reason, pray desist from the attempt, 
that, by miscarrying, might prolong our captivity 

'riiis kind letter afforded me great consolation. 
1 communicated it to Banter, and at the same time 
show'ed him Iut picture. He approved of her beauty 
and gotid sense, and could not help owning, that 
my neglect of IVIiss Snapper was excusable, w'hcn 
such a fine creature engrossed my attention. 

1 begun to be reconciled to my fate, and imagined 
that, if I could contrive means of Bubsisting until 
my uncle should arrive, in case he was not already 
at home, he w^ould enable me to do something 
effectual in behalf of my love and fortune. I there- 
fore consulted Banter about a presmit supply, who 
no sooner understood that 1 had credit with a tailor, 
than he advised me to take off tw o or three suits of 
rich clothes, and convert them into cash, by selling 
them at half price to a salesman in Monmoiith- 
street. I was startled at this ])roposal, which I 
thought savoured a little of fraud ; but he rendered 
it palatable, by observing, that in a few^ months 1 
might be in a condition to do every body justice ; 
and in the mean time 1 w'as acquitted by the honesty 
of mv intention. 1 suffered myself to be persuaded 
by his salvo, by which my necessity, rather than 
my judgment, was convinced ; and w hen J found 
there were no accounts of the ship in which my 
uncle embarked, actually put tlie scheme in practice, 
and raised by it five and twenty guineas, paying 
him for his advice with the odd five. 

CHAPTER LXI. 

I am arrested -Carried to the Marshaloea — Find my old Ac- 

guaiutanre Beau Jackson in that Jail— He informs me of 


his Adventures — Strap arrives, and with difficulty If 
comforted — Jackson introduces me to a Poet — I admire 
his Conversation and Capacity— Am deeply affected with 
xny Misfortune — Strap hires himself as a Journeyman 
Barber. 

But this expedient was in a few weeks attended 
with a consequence I did not foresee; a player hav- 
ing purchased one of the suits which w^erc exposed 
to sale, appeared in it on the stage one night, while 
my tailor unfortunately happened to be present. 
He knew it immediately, and impiiring minutely into 
the affair, discovered my whole contrivance ; upon 
which he came to my lodgings, and telling me that 
he was very much straitened for want of money, 
presented his bill, which amounted to fifty pounds. 
Surprised at this unexpected address, I affected to 
treat him cavalierly, swore some oaths, asked if he 
d(mbt(‘d my honour, and, telling him I should take 
care whom I dealt with for the future, bade him 
come again in three days. He obeyed me punc- 
tually, demanded his money, and finding himself 
amused with bare promises, arrested me that very 
day in the street. I w as not much shocked at this 
adventure, which, indeed, put an end to a state of 
horrible exp(‘(‘tation ; but 1 refused to go to a spuiig- 
ing house, where I heard there was nothing but the 
most flagrant imposition ; and a coach being called, 
was carried to the Marsbalsea, attended by a bailiff 
and his follow^er, who were very much disappointed 
and chagrined at my resolution. 

'J'he turnkey, guessing from my appearance that 
I had money in my pocket, reetdved me with the 
repetition of the Latin word dvponv, and gave me 
to understand, that 1 must pay before-hand for the 
apartment I should choose to dwcdl in. 1 desired 
to see his eonveniencies, and hired a small paltry 
bedchamber for a crown a w'eck, which, in any 
other place, would have let for half the money. 
Having taken possession of this dismal habitation, 

I sent for Strap, and my thoughts were busied in 
collecting matter of consolation to that faithful 
squire, w hen somebody knocked at my door, w inch 
I no sooner opened, than a young fellow entered, 
in very shabby clothes, and marvellous foul linen. 
After a low bow, he called me by iiiy name, and 
asked if I had forgot him. His voice assisted me 
in recollecting his person, whom I soon recognised 
to he my old acquaintance Jackson, of whom men- 
tion is made in the first part of my memoirs. I 
saluted him cordially, expressed ray satisfaction of 
finding him alive, and condoled him on his present 
situation, which, liowever, did not seem to affect 
him much, for he laughed very lieartily at the occa- 
sion of our meeting so unexpectedly in this place. 
Our mutual compliments being past, 1 enquired 
about liis amour with the lady of fortune, which 
seemed to be so near a happy conclusion when I had 
the pleasure of seeing him last : and, after an im- 
moderate fit of laughter, he gave me to und(*rstand, 
that he had been egregiously bit in that affair. 
“ You must know,” said he, “ that a few days after 
our adventure with the bawd and her b — ches, I 
found means to be married to that same fine lady 
you speak of, and passed the night with her at her 
lodgings, so much to her satisfaction, that early in 
the morning, after a good deal of snivelling and 
sobbing, she owned, that, far from being an heiress 
of great fortune, she was no other than a common 
woman of the town, who had decoyed me into ma- 
trimony, in order to enjoy the privilege of a femme 
couverte; and that, unless I m|de my escape iim 
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mediately, I should be arrested for a debt of her 
contracting, by bailiffs employed and instructed for 
that purpose. Startled at this intimation, I rose in 
a twinkling, and taking leave of my spouse with 
several hearty d — ns, got safe into the verge of the 
court, where 1 kept snug until I was appointed sur- 
geon’s mate of a man of war at 1 Portsmouth ; for 
which place I set out on Sunday, went on board of 
niy ship, in which I sailed to the Straits, where I 
had the good fortune to be made surgeon of a sloop 
that came home a few months after, and was put 
out of commission ; whereupon I came to London, 
imagining myself forgotten, and freed from my 
wife, and her creditors ; but had not been in town 
a w eek before 1 was arrested for a debt of her’s, 
amounting to twenty pounds, and brought to tliis 
place, wh(‘re 1 have been fixed by another action 
since tliat time. However, yon know my disposi- 
tion ; I defy care and anxiety ; and being on the 
half-pay list, make shift to live here tolerably easy.” 
J congratulated him on his philosophy, and remem- 
bering that 1 was in his debt, repaid the money he 
fonnerly lent me, which, 1 believe, was far from 
being unseasonable. 1 then impiired about the 
economy of the place, which he explained to my 
satisfaction ; and after wo had agreed to mess to- 
gether, he was just going to give orders for dinner, 
w’hen Strap arrived. 

I never in my life saw sorrow so extravagantly ex- 
pressed in any countenance as in that of my honest 
friend, which was, indet*d, particularly adapt(‘d by 
nature for such impressions. When we were left 
by ourselves, 1 oommimicati'd to him my disaster, 
and endeavoured to console him with the same 
arguments lie had formerly used to me, withal re- 
presenting the fair chance 1 had of being relieved 
in a short time by ^Ir. Howling. Jlut his grief was 
unutterable ; be seemed to give attention without 
listening, and wrung bis hands in silence ; so that 
I was in a fair way of being infected by bis beha- 
viour, when Jackson returned, and perceiving the 
deference I paid to Strap, although in a footman’s 
habit, distributed his crumbs of comfort with such 
mirtli, jollity, and unconcern, that the features of 
the distressed squire relaxed by degrees; he re- 
covered the use of speech, and began to be a little 
moie reconciled to this lamentable event. Wc 
(lined together on boiled bet*f and greens, brought 
from a cook’s shop in the neighbourhood ; and al- 
though this meal was served up in a manner little 
corresponding with the sphere of life in which 1 
liad lately lived, I made a virtue of necessity, ate 
witli good appetite, and treated my friends w'ith a 
bottle of wine, which had the desired effect of in- 
creasing the good humour of my fellow-prisoner, 
and exhilarating the s])irits of Strap, who now 
talk(‘d cavalierly of my misfortune. 

After dinner, Jackson left us to our private 
affairs ; u hen I desired mj friend to pack up all 
our things and carry them to some cheap lodging 
he shoiilcl choose for himself in the neighbourhood 
of the Marshalsea, after he had discharged my 
lodging, for which purpose I gave him money. I 
likewise recommended to him the keeping iny mis- 
fortune secret, and saying to my landlord, or any 
other who should inquire for me, that I was gone 
into the country for a few weeks ; at the same tim 
I laid strong injunctions upon him to c^l ever 
sec(md day upon Banter, in case he should receive 
any letter for me from Narcissa, by the channel 
of Freeman ; and by all means to leave a direction 


for himself, at my uncle^s lodgings in Wapping, by 
which I might be found when my kinsman should 
arrive. 

When he departed to execute these orders, which, 
by the by, were punctually performed that very 
night, I found myself so little seasoned to my situ- 
ation, that I dreaded reflection, and sought shelter 
from it in the company of the beau, who, promising 
to regale me with a hectare upon taste, conducted 
me to the common side, where I saw a number of 
naked miserable wretches assembled together. We 
had not been here many minutes, when a figure 
appeared, wrapt in a dirty rug, tie(l about his loins 
with two pieces of list, of different colours, knotted 
together ; having a black bushy beard, and his head 
covered with a huge mass of brown periwig, which 
seemed to have been ravished from the head of some 
scarecrow. This apparition, stalking in with great 
solemnity, made a jirofound bow to the audience, 
who signified their approbation by a general re- 
sponse of “How d’ye tlo, doctor?” He then turned 
towards us, and honoured Jackson with a particular 
salutation. Upon which my friend, in a formal 
manner, introduced him to me, by the name of Mr. 
Melopoyn. This ceremony being over, he advanced 
into the middle of the congregation, which crowded 
around him, and hemming three times, to my utter 
astonishment, pronounced, with great sigiiineance 
of voice and gesture, a very elegant and ingenious 
discourse upon the difference between genius and 
taste, illustrating his assertions with apt (juotatiems 
from the best authors, ancient as well as modern. 
When he had finished his harangue, which lasted a 
full hour, he boM'cd again to the spectators, not one 
of whom, 1 was informed, understood so much as a 
sentence of what lie had uttered. They manifested, 
however, tb(‘ir admiration and esteem by a volun- 
tary contribution, which, Jackson told me, one week 
with another, amounted to eighteen pence. This 
moderate stipend, together with some small presents 
that he received for making up differences, and 
deciding causes amongst the prisoners, just enabled 
him to breathe and walk about, in the grotesipie 
figure I liave described. I understood, also, that 
he wi^ an excellent poet, and had composed a tra- 
gedy', which was allowed by everybody who had 
seen it to be a performance of great merit ; that his 
learning was infinite, his morals unexceptionable, 
and his modesty inviiieible. Such a character 
could not fail of attracting my regard ; 1 longed 
impatiently to be acquainted with him, and desired 
Jackson would engage him to spend the evening 
in my apartment. My request was granted, he 
favoured us with his company, and in tlie course of 
our conversation, perceiving that J had a strong 
passion for the Bdles Jjctt/es, aeipiitted himself so 
well on that subject, that I expressed a fervent 
desire of seeing his productions. Tn this point, too, 
he gratified my inclination ; he promised to bring 
his tragedy to my room next da>, and in tlie mean- 
time ent(;rtained me with some detached pieces, 
which gave me a very advantageous idea of his 
poetical talent. Among other things, 1 was par- 
ticularly pU‘ased with some elegies, in imitation of 
Tibullus ; one of which I beg leave to submit to 
the reader, as a specimen of his complexion and 
capacity. 

Where now are all my flattering dreams of joy f 
Monimia, give my soul her wonted rest : — 

Since first thy beauty flx'd my roving eye, 
Heart-gnawing cares corrode my pensive breast I 



138 


THE ADVENTURES OE 


Let happy lovers fly where pleasures call, 

With festive songs beguile the fleeting hour ; 

Lead beauty through the mazes of the ball, 

Or press her wanton in love's roseate bower. 

For me, no more I’ll range th’ empurpled mead, 
Where shepherds pipe, and virgins dance around ; 

Nor wander through the woodbine’s fragrant shade, 
To hear the music of the grove resound. 

I’ll seek some lonely church, or dreary hall, 

Where fancy paints the gliinm’ring taper blue, 

Where damps hang mould’ring on the ivy'd wall, 

And sheeted ghosts drink up the midnight dew. 

There, leagu'd with hopeless an^ish and despair, 
Awhile in silence o'er my fate repine ; 

Then, with a long farewell to love and rare. 

To kindred dust my weary limbs consign. 

Wilt thou, Moniinia, shed a gracious tear 
On the cold grave wlieie all my sorrows rest ; 

Strew vernal flowers, applaud my love sincere, 

And bid the turf lie easy on my breast ? 

I was woiulerfiilly affected with this pathetic 
complaint, which seemed so well calculated for my 
own disapiiointment in love, that 1 could not lielp 
attaching the idea of Narcissa to tlie name of 
hlonimiii, and of forming such melancholy^ presages 
of my passion, that I could not recover my tran- 
quillity, and was fain to have recourse to the bottle, 
which prepared me for a profound sleep, that 1 
could not otherwise have enjoyed. Whether these 
impressions invited and introduced a train of other 
melancholy reflections, or my fortitude was all ex- 
hausted in the effort J made against despondence, 
during the first day of my imprisonment, 1 cannot 
determine ; hut 1 awoke in the horrors, and found 
my imagination haunted with such dismal ajipa- 
ritions, that 1 was ready to despair ; and I believe 
the reader will own, 1 had no great cause to con- 
gratulate myself, when 1 considered my situation. 
1 was interrupted in the midst of these gloomy 
afipri'liensions by the arrival of Strap, who eoii- 
trihuted not a little to tlu* re-estuhlishment of my 
jieaee, by letting im* know tliat he had hired him- 
self Its a journey mail barber; by which means he 
w'ould he abl(‘ not only to save me a considerable 
expense, hut even make shift to lay u]> something 
for my subsisteuee after my money should be spent, 
in case 1 should not be relie\ed before. 

Cl I ATT KR LXII. 

i read Melopoyn’s Tragedy, and conceive a vast opinion of his. 

GetuuM — He recounts Ins Adventures. 

Whtlk we ale our breakfast together, I made him 
acquainted w ith the character and condition of the 
poet, who came in with Ins jilay at that instant, 
and imagining we W'ere engaged about business, 
could not be iirevailed upon to sit ; but, leaving liis 
])erformanee, w'eiit away. l\Iy I'nend’s tender lu'art 
w^as melted at the sight of a gentleman and Chris- 
tian (for he had a great veneration for both these 
(‘pithets) in such misery ; and assented, with great 
cheerfulness, to a proposal 1 made of elolhing him 
w'ith our superfluities; a task with wliieh he charged 
himself, and depart'd immediately to perform it. 

Jle was no sooner gone, than I locked my door, 
and sat down to the tragedy, which 1 read to the 
cud with vast pleasure, not a little amazed at the 
conduct of the managers who had rejected it. 'fhe 
fable, in my opinion, w^as well chosen, and naturally 
conducted ; the incidents intert‘sting, the characters 
beautifully contrasted, strongly marked, ami well 
support ed ; the diction poetical, spirited, and cor- 
rect ; the unities of the drama maintained wdth the 


most scrupulous exactness} the opening gradual 
and engaging, the peripeteia surprising, and the 
catastrophe tweeting. In short, 1 judged it by the 
laws of Aristotle and Horace, and could find nothing 
in it exceptionable, hut a little too much embellish- 
ment in some few places, which objection he re- 
moved to my satisfaction, by a quotation from 
Aristotle’s Poetics, importing, that the least interest- 
ing parts of a poem ought to be raised and dignified 
by the charms and energy of diction. 

I revered his genius, and was seized with an eager 
curiosity to know the particular events of a fortune 
so unworthy of his merit. At that instant Strap 
returned with a bundle of clothes, which 1 sent with 
my com[)linients to Mr. Melopoyn, as a small token 
of my regard, and desired the favour of his com- 
pany to dinner. He accejited my present and 
invitation, and in less than half an hour made his 
appearance in a decent dress, which altered his 
figure very much to his advantage. 1 perceived, 
by his countenance, that his heart was big with 
gratitude, and endeavoured to prevent his acknow- 
ledgments, by asking pardon for the liberty J had 
taken ; he made no rejily, but, with an aspect full 
of admiration and esteem, bowed to the ground, 
while the tears gushed from his eyes. Affected with 
these symptoms of an ingenuous mind, 1 shifted 
the conversation, and complimented him on his 
performance, which, I assured him, afforded me 
infiuiU* pleasure. My approbation made him happy ; 
dinner being served, and daekson arrived, 1 begged 
their permission for Strap to sit at table with us, 
after having informed tliem, that he was a person 
to wliom 1 was extremely obliged ; they wttc kind 
enough to grant that favour, and we ate together 
with great liarmony and satislaetion. 

Our meal being ended, I expressed my wonder at 
the little regard Nir. Melopoyn had met with from 
the world ; and signified a desire ol' hearing how' he 
had been treated by the maiiageVs of tlie playhouses, 
to whom I understOvid from Jackson he had offered 
his tragedy without success. “ Tluuv is so little 
entertaining in the incidents of my life,” said be, 
'that 1 am sun* the recital will not recompense 
your attention ; hut, since you discover an iii- 
elinatiou to know them, 1 uiulerstaiid iiiy duty too 
well to disappoint your desire. 

“ My father, who was a curate in the country, 
being, by the narrowness ot* his eircumstanees, 
hindered from maintaining me at the university, 
took the charge of my education upon himself, and 
laboured with such industry and eoneerii in the 
undertaking, tliat I had little cause to regn‘t the 
wuiiit ol“ public masters. Heiiig at great pains to 
consult my natural bias, he discovered in me, 
betimes, an iiicHnation for jioetry ; upon w hich he 
reeommendi'd me to an intimuli* acquaintance with 
the classics, in the cultivation of wliieh he assisted 
im* with paternal zeal and uncommon erudition. 
When lu* thought me sufficiently acquainted with 
the ancients, he directed my studies to the best 
modern authors, Ereneh and Italian, as well as 
Knglish, and laid a particular injunction upon me 
to make myself master of my mother tongue. 

“ About the age of eighteen, 1 grew ainbitifiis of 
undertaking a w'ork of some eonset|uence ; and, 
with my father's approbation, actually planned the 
tragedy. you have read ; but, before I had finished 
four acts, tliat indulgent parmit died, and left my 
mother and me in very indigent circumstances. A 
near relation, compassionating our distress, took U8 
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ito his family, where I brought my fable to a 
mclusion ; and soon after that period my mother 
iiitted tliis hfe. When my sorrow for this me- 
.ncholy event had subsided, I told my kinsman, 
ho was a farmer, that having paid my last duty to 
ly parent, I had now no attachment to detain m< 
I’tlie country, and therefore was resolved to set out 
T London, and offer my play to the stage, where 1 
^id not doubt of acquiring a large share of fame as 
well as fortune ; in which case I should not be 
unmindful of my friends and benefactors. My 
cousin was ravished with the prospect of my felicity, 
and willingly contributed towards the expense of 
fitting me out for my expedition. 

“ Accordingly J took a place in the waggon, and 
arrived in town, where I hired an apartment in a 
garret, willing to live as frugal as j)ossible, until I 
should know what 1 had to expect from the manager, 
to whom 1 intended to ofter my play ; for, though 
I looked upon myself as perfectly secure of a good 
rt'ception, imagining that a patentee would be as 
eager to receive, as 1 to present my production, I 
did not know whcthi'r or not. he might be pre- 
(*ngaged in favour of anothervauthor, a circumstance 
that would certainly retard my success. On this 
( oiisideration, too, I determined to be speedy in my 
application, and even to wait upon one of the 
luaiiMgers the very next day. For this purpose, I 
iii>iuired of my landltird, if he knew where either 
or both of them lived ; and he, being curious to 
know my business, and at the same time appearing 
lo be a very fionest friendly man (a tallow-chandler), 

1 inacle him acquainted with my design; upon which 
he told me that I went the wrong way to work ; that 
1 would not find such easy access to a manager tis I 
imagined ; and that, if 1 delivered iny p.erformance 
without proper recoinnieiidatioii, it would be as one 
to a tliousand if ever it should be minded. ‘Take 
my advii’e,’ said he, ‘ and your business is done. 
One of the jiatentee* is a? good Catholic, as 1 am, 
and uses the same father who confesses me. 1 will 
make 3011 acquainted with tliis good priest, who is 
:m excellent scholar, and il‘ lie should approve of 
3 our ])lay, liis recommendation xvill go a great way 
111 deteriniiniig Mr, Supple to bring it 011 the stage.’ 

1 ajijilauded liis expedient, and xvas introduced to 
the friar, wlio, having perused the tragedy, was 
pleased to signify his ajiprobatiori, and commended 
me, in paiiieular, for having avoided all reflections 
n]>on religion. He jironiised to use all his influence 
w ith his son Supple in my behalf, and to inform 
liimself that very day at wliat time it would be 
proper for me to wait upon him with the piece. He 
^vas pimetual in performing his engagement, and 
next moniing gave me to understand that he had 
mentioned my affair to the manager, and that I had 
no more to do than to go to his house any time in the 
forenoon, and make use of his name, upon which 1 
should find immediate admittance. J took this 
advice, put my jierformance in my bosom, and, 
having received directions, went immediately to 
the house of Mr. Supple, and knocked at the door, 
which liad a wicket in the middle, faced with a net- 
work of iron. Through this a servant having 
viewed me for some time, demanded to know my 
business. 1 told him my business was with Mr. 
Supple, and that I came from Mr. O’Vamish. 
He examined my appearance once more, then went 
away, returned in a few minutes, and said his 
master was busy, and could not be seen. Although 
I was a little mortified at my disappointment, I was 


persuaded that my reception was owing to Mr 
Supple’s ignorance of my errand; and, that I 
might meet with no more obstructions of the same 
kind, I desired Mr. O’ Varnish to be my introductor 
the next time. He complied with iny request, and 
obtained immediate admittance to the manager, 
who received me with the utmost civility, and 
promised to read my play with the first convenience. 
Hy his own appointment, I called again in a fort- 
night, hut he was gone out ; 1 returned in a week 
after, and the poor gentleman was extremely ill ; I 
renewed my visit in a fortnight after that, and he 
assured me he had been so much fatigued with 
business, that he had not been able as yet tp read it 
to an end ; but he would take the first opportunity ; 
and, in the mean time, observed, that what be had 
just seen of it was very entertaining. I comforted 
myself with this declaration a few weeks longer, at 
the end of which I appeared again before his 
wicket, was let in, and found him laid up with the 
gout. I no sooner entered his chamber, than, 
looking at me with a languishing eye, he said, ‘ Mr. 
Melopoyn, I’m heartily sorry for an accident that 
has happened during my illness. You must know 
that my eldest bo}^ finding your manuscript upon 
the table in the dining-room, where I used to read 
it, carried it into the kitchen, and leaving it there, 
a negligent wench of a cook-maid, mistaking it for 
waste paper, has expended it all but a few leaves 
in singing fowls upon the spit. Rut I hope the 
misfortune is not irreparable, since, no doubt, 30U 
have several copies.’ 

“ 1 protest to you, mj" good friend, ]\lr. Random, 

1 was extremely shocki'd at this mforination ; hut 
the good-natured gentleman seemed to be so iiiucli 
aflected with my misfortune, that J suppressed my 
concern, and told him, that althoiigli 1 had not 
another I sliould he able to retrieve the loss 

by writing another from my memory, which was 
very tenacious. You cannot imagine how w'ell 
pleased Mr. Supple w as at this assurance : he begged 
1 would set about it immediately, and careliilly 
revolve and reeolleet every eireuiiistanee, before I 
pretended to commit it to paper, that it iniglit be 
the same individual jilay^ that he liad perused. 
Encouraged by this iniimction, which plainly de- 
monstrated how mueli he interested himself in the 
affair, I tasked my reniembranee and industry, 
and in three weeks produced the exact imag(‘ of the 
former, which was conveyed to him by my good 
friend. Father O’ Varnish, who told me next day 
that JMr. Supple would revise it superficially, in 
order to judge of its sameness wHth the otli(;r, and 
then give his final answer. F( 9 r this exauiiriation 
I allotted a week ; and in full confidence of seeing 
it acted in a little wliile, demanded an audience pf' 
the manager, when that term was expired. Hut 
alas ! the season had slipped away insensibly ; he 
convinced me, that, if my play had been juit into 
rehearsal at that time, it could not have been ready 
for performing until the end of March, when the 
benefit niglits came on ; consequently it would have 
interfered with the interest of the players, whom it 
was not my business to disoblige. 

“ I was fain to acquiesce in these reasons, which 
to be sure were extremely just, and to reserve my 
performance for the next season, when he hoped 
1 would not he so unlucky. Although it was a 
grievous disappointment to me, who by this time 
began to want both money and necessaries : hav- 
ing. on the strength of my expectation from the 
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theatre, launched out into some extravagances, by 
■which the sum 1 brought to town was already 
almost consumed. Indeed, I ought to be ashamed 
at this circumstance of my conduct : for my finances 
were sufficient, with good economy, to have main- 
tained me comfortably a whole year. You will 
perhaps be amazed when 1 tell you, that in six 
months I expended not a farthing less than ten 
guineas- but when one considers the temptations 
to which a young man is exposed in this great 
city, especially if he is addicted to pleasure, as I 
am, the wonder will vanish, or at least abate. Nor 
was the cause of iny concern limited to my own 
situation entirely : I had writ an account of my 
good reception to my kinsman the farnier, and de- 
sired him to depend upon me for the money he had 
kindly accommodated me w-ith about the end of 
February ; which promise 1 now found myself 
unable to perform. Jlowever, there -w as no remedy 
but patience. 1 applied to my landlord, who w-as a 
very good-natured man, candidly owned my dis- 
tress, and begged his advice in laying down some 
plan for my subsistence. He readily promised to 
consult his confessor on this subject, and told me, I 
was welcome, in the mean time, to lodge and board 
with him, until fortune should put it in my power to 
jnake restitution. 

“Mr. O’ Varnish, being informed of my neces- 
sity, offered to introduce me to the author of a 
weekly paper, who, he did not doubt, would employ 
me in that way, provided he should find me duly 
qualified ; but, upon impiiry, I understood that this 
journal was calculated to foment divisions in the 
commonwealth, and therefore 1 desired to be ex- 
cused from engaging in it. lie then i)roi)osed that 
1 should write something in the poetical way, which 
1 might dispose of to a bookseller for a ])retty sum 
of ready money, and perhaps establish my own 
character into the bargain; this event would in- 
fallibly procure friends, and my tragedy would 
appear next season to the best advantage, by being 
supported both by interest ami reputation. I was 
charmed with this prospect, and having heard w'hat 
friends Mr. I^)pe acipiired by his pastorals, set 
about a work of that kind, and in less than six 
weeks, comimsed as many eclogues, which J forth- 
witli offered to an eminent bookseller, who desired 
me to leave them for his perusal, and he would give 
me an answer in two days. At the end of that 
time, 1 went to him, when he returned the poems, 
telling me, they would not answer liis purpose, and 
sw-eetened his refusal by sa} iiig there were some 
good clever lines in them. Not a little dejected at 
this rebuff, which 1 learned from JMr. O’ Varnish 
■was owing to the opinion of another author, wliom 
this book.seller alw ays consulted on these occasions, 
1 aiqilied to another person of the same iirofe.ssion 
who told me the town was cloyed with pastorals, 
and advised me, if J intended to profit by my 
talents, to write something satirical or luscious, such 
as the JJufton Holey Shockci/ and Toirzery the Leaky 
TV.v,sr/, &c.~and yet this was a man in years, who 
wore a reverend periwig, looked like a senator, and 
went regularly to church. Re that as it will, I 
scorned to prostitute my pen in the manner he 
proposed, and carried my papers to a third, wlio 
assured me, that poetry w’as entirely out of his 
way ; and asked if I had got never a ])icce of secret 
history, thrown into a scries of letters, or a volume 
of adventures, such as those of Robinson (Irusoe 
and Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums, 


wherewith to entertain the plantations? Being 
quite unfurnished for this dealer, I had recourse to 
another with as little success ; and 1 verily believe 
was rejected by the whole trade. 

“ 1 was afterwards persuaded to offer myself as a 
translator, and accordingly repaired to a person, 
who was said to entertain numbers of that class in 

is pay ; he assured me he had already a great dea. 
of that work on his hands, which lie did not know 
what to do with ; observed that translation w as a 
mere drug, that branch of literature being over- 
stocked with an inundation of authors from North 
Britain ; and asked what I w-ould expect jier sheet, 
for rendering the Latin classics into English. 
That 1 might not make myself too cheaj), 1 deter- 
mined to s<‘t a high price ujion my qualifications, 
and demanded half a guinea for every translated 
sheet. ‘ Half a guinea !’ cried he, staring at me, 
then paused a little, and said, ‘ he had no occasion 
for my service at present.’ 1 found my error, and, 
re.solving to make amends, fell one half in my de- 
mimd ; upon which lie stared at me again, and told 
me his hands were full. 1 attempted others, wdth- 
out finding employment, and was actually reduced 
to a very uncomfortable prospect, wdien 1 be- 
thought myself of offering my talents to the printers 
of halfpenny ballads, and other such occasional 
essays as are hawked about the streets. With this 
view, I applied to one of th(‘ most noted and 
vociferous of this tribe, who directed me to a 
person whom I found entertaining a whole crowd 
of them wdth gin, bread, and cheese ; he carried 
me into a little back parlour, very neatly furnished, 
where I signified my desire of being enrolled 
among his writers; and was asked what kind of 
composition 1 professed? understanding that my 
inclination leaned tow ards poetry, he expressed liis 
satisfaction, ti'Uing me one of his poets had lost 
his senses, and was confiiU‘d in Bedlam, and the 
ither was become dozed with drinking drams; 
so that he had not done any thing tolerable these 
many weeks. When 1 proposed that we should 
enter into terms of agreement, he gave me to 
understand, that his bargains were always con- 
ditional, and his authors jiaid in proportion to the 
sale of their works. 

“Having therefore settled these conditions, whicli. 
1 do assure j-ou, were not very advantageous to 
me, he assigned me a subject for a liallad, wliich 
was to be finished in two hours ; and I returned to 
my garret in order to perform his injunction. As 
the theme happened to suit niy fancy, 1 completed 
a pretty sort of an ode within tlie time jirescribed, 
and brought it to him big with hope of profit and 
applause. He read it in a twinkling, and, to my 
utter astonishment, told me, it w-ould not do, though 
indeed he owned I wrote a good hand, and spelled 
very well, but my language was too high-flown, and 
of consequence not at all adapted to the cajiacity 
and taste of his customers. 1 promised to rectify 
that mistake, and in half an hour humbled my style 
to the comprehension of vulgar readers; he ap- 
proved of the alteration, and gave me some hopes 
of succeeding in time, though he observed, that my 
performance w^as very deficient in the quaintness 
of expression that pleases the multitude ; however, 
to encourage me, he ventured the expense of print- 
ing and paper, and, if I remember aright, my share 
of the sale amounted to fourpence halfpenny. 

“ From that day 1 studied the Grub-street man- 
ner with great diligence, and at length became 
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«uch a proficient, that my works were in great 
request among the most polite of the chairmen, 
draymen, hackney coachmen, footmen, and servant 
maids. Nay , I have enjoyed the pleasure of seeing 
my productions adorned with cuts, pasted upon the 
wall as ornaments in beer cellars and cohlers* stalls, 
and have actually heard them sung in clubs of 
substantial tradesmen. But empty praise, you 
know, my dear friend, will not supjily the cravings 
of nature. 1 found myself in danger of starving in 
the midst of all my fame ; for of ton songs 1 com- 
posed, it was well if two had the good fortune to 
please. For this reason I turned niy thoughts to 
j)rose, and, during a tract of gloomy weather, jmb- 
lished an apparition, on the substanee of which I 
subsisted very comfortably a whole month ; I have 
made many a good meal ujion a monster ; a rape 
has often afforded me great satisfaction ; but a 
murder, well timed, was my never-failing resource. 
What then? I was a most miseralile slave to my 
employers, who expected to be furnished at a 
minute’s warning with jirose and verse, just as they 
thought the circumstances of the times re<iuin‘(l, 
whether the inclination was absent or present. 
TTpon my sincerity, Mr. llaiidoni, I have b(‘en so 
much pestered and besieged by those children of 
clamour, that life became a burden to me. 


CHAFTEU LXIIT. 

The continuation and conclusion of Mr. Melopoyn’s story 
“1 MADE shift, notwithstanding, to maintain myself 
till the beginning of next winter, wdien I renewed 
my addresses to my friend Mr, Supple, and w'as 
most graciously received. 1 have been thinking 
t>f your affair, Mr. Melopoyn,’ said he, * and am 
determined to show how far I have your interest 
at heart, by introducing you to a young nobleman, 
of my aciiuaintance, wdio is remarkable for his fine 
taste in dramatic writings, and is, besides, a man 
of such influence, that, if once he should approve 
of your play, his patronage will support it against 
all the efforts of envy and ignorance : for J do 
assure you that merit alone will not bring success. 
I have already spoke of your performance to lord 
Hattie, and if you will call at my house in a day or 
two, you shall have a letter of introduction to liis 
lordship.’ I was sensibly touched with this mark of 
Mr. Supple’s friendshij), and looking upon iny 
affair as already done, went home and imparted my 
good fortune to my landlord, who, to render my 
appearance more acceptable to my patron, pro- 
cured a suit of new clothes for me on his own credit. 

“ Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried 
my tragedy to his lordship’s lodgings, and sent it 
up, along with Mr. Suj>j)lc’s letter, by one of his 
servants, who desired me, by his lord’s order, to 
return in a week. I did so, and was admitted to 
his lordship, who received me very courteously, 
told me he had perused my play, which he thought, 
on the whole, was the best coup d'essai he had ever 
seen ; hut that he had marked some places in the 
margin, which he imagined might be altered for 
the better. I was transported with this reception, 
and promised, with many acknowledgements of 
his lordship’s generosity, to he governed solely 
by his advice and direction. “Well then,” said he, 
write another fair copy with the alterations I have 
proposed, and bring it to me as soon as possible ; 
for I am resolved to have it brought on tlie stage 


this winter.” You may he sure I set ihout this 
task with alacrity ; and though I found his lord- 
ship’s remarks much more numerous, and of less 
importance, than I expected, I thouglit it was -not 
my interest to dispute upon trifles with my patron ; 
therefore new modelled it, according to his desire, 
in less than a month, 

“ When I waited upon him with the manuscript, 
T found one of the actors at breakfast with his 
lordship, who immediately introduced him to my 
acquaintance, and desired him to read a scene of 
iny play. This task he perfonned very much to 
my satisfaction, with regard to emphasis and pro- 
nunciation ; but he signified his disgust at several 
words in every page, which I presuming to defend, 
I.iord Hattie told me, with a peremptory look, 1 
must not pretend to dispute with him, who had 
been a player thesjc twenty years, and understood 
the economy of the stage better than any man 
living. I was forced to submit, and his lordship 
proposed the same actor sliould read the whole 
play ill the evening before some gentlemen of his 
acquaintance, whom he woidd convene at liis 
lodgings for that purfiose. 

1 was present at the reading; and I protest to 
you, my dear friend, I never underwent such a 
severe trial in the whole course of my life as at that 
juncture ; for although the player might be a very 
honest man, and a good performer, he w as exces- 
sively illiterate and assuming, and made a thousand 
frivolous objections, which I w'as not permitted to 
answer. However, the piece was very much ap- 
plauded on the whole ; the gentlemen present, wdio, 
1 understood, were men of fortune, promised to 
countenunce and support it as much as they could ; 
and lord liattle assuring me that he would act the 
part of a careful nurse to it, desired me to carry it 
home, and alter it immediately according to their 
remarks. 1 was fain to acquiesce in his determina- 
tion, and fulfilled his injunctions W’ith all the expe- 
dition in iny power : hut before 1 could })resent the 
new copy, my good friend Mr, Supple had disposed 
of his proj)erty and patent to one Mr. Brayer; so 
that fresh interest was to he made w ith the new 
manager. 'I'liis task lord Battle undertook, hav- 
ing some acquaintance wdth him, and recommended 
my performance so strongly that it was received. 

“1 looked uj)(>n myself now as upon the eve of 
reaping the fruits of’ all my labour. I waited a 
few days in expectation of its being put into re- 
hearsal, and wondering at the delay, applied to my 
worthy patron, who excused Mr. Brayer, on ac- 
count of the multiplicity of business in which he 
was involved, and bade me beware of teasing the 
jiatentee. J treasured up this caution, and exerted 
my patience three weeks longer; at the end of 
which his lordship pave me to understand that 
Mr. Brayer had read my play, and owned it had 
indubitable merit ; but us he had long been pre- 
engaged to another author, he could not possibly 
represent it that season ; though, if I would reserve 
it for the next, and, in the interim, make such 
alterations as he had proposed by observations on 
Uie margin, I might depend upon his compliance. 

“ Thunderstruck at this disappointment, I could 
not, for some minutes, utter one syllable. At 
length, however, I complained bitterly of the ma- 
nager’s insincerity in amusing me so long, when he 
knew from the beginning that he could not gratify 
my desire. But his lordship reprimanded me for 
my freedom, said Mr. Brayer was a man of nonour^ 
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and imputed his behaviour with respect to me to 
nothing else but forgetfulness. And indeed I have 
had some reason, since that time, to be convinced 
of his bad memory ; for, in spite of appearances, I 
will not allow myself to interpret his conduct any 
other way. Lord Rattle, observing me very much 
affected with my disappointment, offered his inter- 
est to bring on my play at the other house, which 
I eagerly accepting, he forthwith wrote a letter of 
recommendation to Mr. Rellower, actor, and prime 
minister to Mr. Vandal, proprietor of that theatre ; 
and desired me to deliver it wuth my tragedy 
without loss of time. Accordingly, I hastened to 
his house, where, after having waited a M'hole hour 
in a lobby, I was admitted to his presence, and my 
performance received with great state. He told me he 
W'as extremely ])usy at present, but he would peruse 
it as soon us possible, and bade me call again in a 
week. J took my leave not a little astonished at 
the i)ort and supereilious behaviour of this stage- 
player, who had not treated me with good manners; 
and began to think the dignity of a poet greatly 
impaired since the days of Euripides and Sophocles; 
but all this was nothing in comparison to what 1 
have since observed. 

“ Well, Mr. Random, I went hack at the ap- 
pointed time, and was told that Mr. Rellower w^as 
engaged, and could not see me. 1 repeated my visit 
a few days after, and, having waited a considerable 
time, was favoured with an audience, during w hich 
he said he had not as yet read my play. Nettled 
at this usage, I could contain myself no longer, but 
telling him, f imagined he would have paid more 
deference to Lord Rattle’s recommendation, de- 
manded my inanuseript w'ith .some expressions of 
resentment. ‘Ay,’ said he, in a theatrical tone, 
‘with all my heart.’ Then ])ulling out a drawer 
of the bureau at w liich he sat, he took out a bundle, 
and tlirew it upon a table that was near him, 
proiiounclrig the word ‘ 'J’here,’ with great disdain. 
1 look it up, and jiereeiving, with some surprise*, 
that it w as a comedy, told him it did not belong to 
mo ; upon which he offered me another, wliich I 
also disclaimed. A third was produced, and re- 
jected, for the same rea.soii. At length he pulled 
out a VWiole handful, and spread them before me, 
saying, ‘ There are seven — take which you please 
— or take them all.’ I singled out ray own, and 
went away, struck dumb witli admiration at what 1 
had seen — not so much on account of his insolence, 
as of the number of new jilays, which from this 
circumstance 1 concluded w ere yearly offered to 
the stage. You may be sure, I did not fail to 
carry my complaint to my patron, who did not 
receive it with all the indignation I expected ; hut 
taxed me w ith jireeipitation, and told me I must 
lay my account with bearing the humours of the 
players, if J intended to write for the stage. “There 
is now no other remedy,” said he, “ but to keep it 
till the next season for JMr. Rrayer, and alter it at 
your leisure, in the summer, according to his direc- 
tions.” 1 was now reduced to a terrible alternative, 
either to (juit all hopes of rny tragedy, from which I 
had all along promised myself a large share of for- 
tune and reputation, or to encounter eight long 
months of adversity in preparing for, and expect- 
ing its appearance. This last penance, painful as it 
was, seemed most eligible to my reflection at that 
time, and therefore 1 resolved to undergo it. 

“Why should I tire you with particulars of no 
consequence? I wrestled with extreme poverty 


until the time of my probation was expired ; and 
went to my lord Rattle, in order to remind him of 
my affair, when 1 understood, to my great concern, 
that his lordship was just on the point of going 
abroad, and, which was still more unfortunate for 
me, Mr. Brayer had gone into the country, so that 
my generous patron had it not in his power to in- 
troduce me personally, as he intended. However, 
he wrote a very strong letter to the manager in my 
favour, and put him in mind of the promise he had 
made in belialf of my play. 

“As soon as 1 was certified of Brayer’s return, I 
went to his house with this letter, but was trdd he 

as gone out. I called again next day early in the 
morning, received the same answer, and was de- 
sired to leave my name and business ; 1 did so, and 
returned tlic day after, when the servant still 
affirmed that his master was gone abroad, though I 
perceived him, as 1 retired, observing me through 
a window. Incensed at this discovery, 1 went to a 
eoffee-houso hard by, and enclosing his lordshiji’s 
letter in one from myself, demanded a categorical 
answer. 1 sent it to his house, by a ])orter, who 
returned In a few minutes, and told me Mr. Brayer 
would be glad to see me at that instant. I obeyed 
the summons, and w as received with such profusion 
of eoinplimen-ts and apologies, that my resentment 
immediately subsided, and 1 w'as even in pain for 
the concern wdiieh this honest man showed at the 
mistake of his servant, who, it seems, had been 
ordered to deny him to everybody hut me. He 
expressed the utmost veneration for his good and 
noble friend lord Rattle, whom he should he always 
proud to serve ; i)romis(*d to peruse the play with 
all desj)atch, and give mo a meeting upon it ; ami, 
as u tcvstimony of* his esteem, made me a present ol 
a general order for the season, by which i should 
he a<hnitted to any ]>art of the tlieatn*. This w as a 
very agreeable compliment to mt*, whose greatest 
pleasure consisted in set*ing dramatic j)erlorinanees; 
and you need not doubt that 1 often availed mysi'lf 
of. my privilege. As I had an opiHirtuiiity of being 
behind the scenes when 1 })leased, 1 frequently cou- 
vi‘rsed wdth Mr. Brayer about my play, and asked 
when he intended to i)ut it into rehearsal ; hut he 
had always so much business ujjon his hands, that 
it remained with him unopened a considerable 
while ; and I became very uneasy about the season, 
that wasted apaci*, when I saw in the papers another 
new play advertised, which had been written 
offered, accejded, and rehearsed in the compass of 
three months. You may easily guess how much 
I w'as confounded at this event. I owui to you, 
that, in the first transports of iny anger, I suspected 
Mr. Hrayer of having acted towards me in the most 
pitiful perfidious manner ; and w'as actually glad at 
liis disappointment in the sueeess of his favourite 
piece, which, by the strength of art, lingered till 
the third night, and then died in a deplorable man- 
ner. But, now that passion has no share in my 
reflection, I am willing to ascribe his behaviour to 
his want of uieniory or want of judgment, which, 
you know, are natural delects, that are more worthy 
of compassion than reproach. 

“ About this time 1 liappenod to he in company 
witli a gentlewoman, who, having heard of my 
tragedy, told me, she was acquainted w ith the wife 
of a gentleman, who w as very well known to a lady, 
who had great interest w ith a person who was in- 
timate with Earl Slieerwit, and that, if 1 pleased, 
she would use her influence in my behalf. As this 
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nohloman had the character of a Msccenas in the 
nation, and could stamp a value upon any work by 
his sole countenance and approbation, I accepted 
her olfer with eagerness, in full confidence of seeing 
my reputation established, and my wishes fulfilled 
in a very short time, provided that I should have 
the good fortune to please his loixiship’s taste. I 
withdrew the manuscript from the hands of Mr. 
Brayer, and committed it to the care of this gentle- 
woman, who laboured so effectually in my interest, 
that in less than a month it was conveyed to the 
earl, and, in a few weeks after, 1 had the satisfac- 
tion to hear that he had read and approved it very 
much. Transj)orted with this piece of intelligence, 
J flattered myself with the hopes of his interesting 
himself in its favour ; but hearing no more of this 
matter in three whole months, 1 began — God forgive 
nu‘ ! — ^to suspect the veracity of the person who 
brought me the good tidings ; for I thought it im- 
])()ssil)le that a man of his rank and character, who 
knew the diliiculty of writing a good traged}', and 
understood the dignity of the work, should read 
and applaud an essay of tliis kind, without feeling 
an inclination to befriend the author, whom his 
eountenance alone could raise above dependence. 
But it was not long before 1 found my friend very 
much wronged by my o])inion. 

“ You must know tliat the civilities 1 had received 
from ].(or(l llatth*, and the desire he manifest(‘d to 
j)roniote the success of my play, encouraged me to 
w rite an account of my had fortune to liis lordship, 
who condescended so fur as to desire, by letter, a 
^'oung squire of a great estate, Mith whom he was 
intimate, to espouse my cause, and, in particular, 
make me aeiiuainted with one Mr. Marmozet, a 
celebrated player, wlio had lately appeared on the 
stage with astonishing eclat, and bore such sway in 
tlie liouse when* he acted, that tin* managers durst 
not refuse anything he recommended, 'fhe young 
gentleman whom Lord llatile had einjiloyi'd for 
this purpose, being diffident of his own interest w ith 
Mr, Marmozet, had recourse to a nobleman of his 
acquaintance, who, at his solicitation, was .so good 
as to introduce me to him ; and the conviTsation 
turning ujion my performance, 1 was not a little 
surprised, as well as pleased, to hear that Earl 
Sheerwit had spoken very much in its jiraise, and 
even sent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a message 
ex'pressing a desire that he would act in it next 
season. hJor was the favourite actor backward in 
coinmciuling the piece, which he mentioned with 
some expressions of regard, that 1 do not choose to 
repeat; assuring me that he w'ould ajipear in it, 
provided he should he engaged fo play at all during 
the ensuing season. In the meantime, he desired I 
would give him leave to peruse it in the country, 
whither he intended to remove next day, that he 
might have leisure to consider and point out such 
alterations as might, perhaps, be necessary for its 
representation; and took my direction, (hat he 
might communicate by letter the observations he 
should make. Trusting to these assurances, and 
the interest which had been made in my behalf, I 
, hugged myself in the expectation of .seeing it not 
! only acted, but acted to the greatest advantage ; 
and this I thought could not fail of recompensing 
me in an ample maimer for the anxiety and afflic- 
tion J had undergone. But six weeks being elapsed, 
1 did not knowhow to reconcile Mr. Marmozet’s 
silence with his promise of writing to me in ten 
days after he set out for the country ; however, 1 


was at last favoured with a letter, importing that 
ho had made some remarks on my tragedy', which 
he would freely impart at meeting, and advising me 
to put it, without loss of time, into the hands of that 
manager who had the best company, as he himself 
was quite uncertain whether or not he should he 
engaged that winter. I was a good deal alarmed at 
this last part of his letter, and advised about it with 
a friend, who told me, it was a plain indication of 
Mr. Marmozet’s desire to get rid of his promise ; 
that his pretended uncertainty about acting next 
w'inter was no other than a scandalous evasion ; 
for, to his certain knowledge, ho was already 
engaged, or at least in terms with Mr. Vandal ; and 
that his design was to disappoint me, in favour of 
a new comedy, which he had purchased of the 
author, and intended to bring upon the stage for 
his own advantage. In short, my dear sir, this 
person, who, I must own, is of a sanguine com- 
plexion, handled the moral character of Mr. Mar- 
inozet with such severity, that I began to suspect 
him of some particular prejudice, and put mysdf 
upon my' guard against liis insinuati ons. 1 ought 
to crave pardon for this tedious narration of trivial 
circumstances, which, however interestingthey may 
]te to me, must certainly be viTy dry and insijiid to 
the ear of one uncoiicerm‘d in the affair, lint I 
understand the meaning of your looks, and will 
proceed. Well, sir, Mr. Marmozet, upon hisr(‘tiirij 
to (own, treated me with uneoimnon complaisaiiee, 
and invited me to his lodgings, where ho jmqiosed 
to commuriicale his remarks, wliii’h I confess v'ere 
more unfavourable than I ex])eeted ; but I answered 
his objections, and, as J thought, lirought him over 
to my opinion ; for, on the whole, he signified the 
highest approbation of the performance, in tin* 
course of oiir disjiute, I was not a htth* surprised to 
find this poor g(*ntlc*maTrs memory so treuclierous, 
as to let him forget what he had said to me, hefou* 
he went out of town, in regard to Earl Sheer wit’s 
opinion of my play, which he now professed him- 
self ignorant of; and I was extremely mortified at 
hearing from his own mouth, that his interest with 
Mr. Vandal was so very low, as to be insufficient of 
itself to bring a new piece upon the stage. I tlien 
begged his advice ; and he counselled me to apjily 
to Earl Sheerwit for a message in my favour to the 
manager, who would not presume to refuse any 
thing recommended by so great u man ; and he 
was so kind as to promise to second this message 
w ith all his power. I had immediate recourse to 
the worthy gentlewoman, my friend already men- 
tioned, which opened the channels of Ikt convey- 
ance with such expedition, that in a few days I 
hud the promise of the message, ])rovided 1 could 
assure myself of Mr. Vandal’s being unengaged to 
any other author ; for his lordship did not choose 
to condescend so far, until he should understand 
that there was a probability (at least) of succeed- 
ing ; at the same time that blessed me with this 
piece of news, I w'as startled at another, by the same 
channel of communication ; which was, that Mr. 
Marmozet, before he advised me to this applica- 
tion, had informed the earl, that he had read my 
play, and found it altogether unfit for the stage. 
Though I could not doubt the certainty of this 
intelligence, 1 believed there was some misappre- 
hension in the case; and without taking any 
notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet the answer I had 
been favoured with ; and he promised to ask Mr. 
Vandal the question proposed. 1 waited upon 
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him in a day or two, when he gave me to under- 
stand that Mr. Vandal, having professed himself 
free of all engagements, he had put my play 
into his hands, and represented it as a piece strongly 
recommended by Earl Sheerwit, who, he assured 
him, would honour him with a message in its favour ; 
and he desired me to call for an answer at Mr. 
Vandal’s house in three days. I followed his di- 
rections, and found the manager, who, being made 
acquainted with my business, owned that Mr. 
Marmozet had given him a manuscript play, but 
denied that he had mentioned Earl Sheerwit’s name. 
When I informed him of the circumstances of the 
affair, he said he had no engagement wuth any au- 
thor ; that he would read my tragedy forthwith, 
and did not believe he should venture to reject it 
in contradiction to his lordship’s opinion, for which 
he had the utmost veneration, but put it into re- 
hearsal without loss of time. I was so much in- 
toxicated with tliis encouragement, that Toverlooked 
the mysterious conduct of Mr. Marmozet, and at- 
tended the manager at the time appointed, when, 
to my infinite confusion, he pronounced iny play 
improper for tin* stage, and rejected it accordingly. 
As soon as T could recollect myself from the dis- 
order into which this unexpected refusal had thrown 
me, T expressed a desire of hearing his objections, 
which were so groundless, indistinct, and unintel- 
ligible, that I persuaded myself he had not at all 
perused the piece, but had been prompted by some- 
body, whose lessons he had not rightly retained. 
However, I have been since informed that the 
poor man’s head, which was not naturally very 
clear, had been disordered with superstition, and 
that lie laboured under the tyranny of a wife, and 
the terrors of bell-lire at the same time. I'recipi- 
tated, in this manner, from the highest pinnacle of 
hope to the aliyss of despondence, I was ready to 
sink under the burden of my affliction, and, in the 
bitterness of my anguish, could not help entertain- 
ing some doubts of Mr. Marmozet’s integrity, when 
1 recollected and compared the circumstances of 
his conduct towards me. 1 was encouraged in this 
suspicion, by being told, that my Lord Sheerwit 
had spoke of his charact(*r with great contempt, 
and, in particular, resented his insolence in oppo- 
sing his (»wn taste to that of his lordship concern- 
ing my tragedy. While 1 hesitated between dif- 
ferent opinions of the matter, that friend, who, as 
I told you before, was a little hot-headed, favoured 
me with a visit, and having heard a circumstantial 
account of the whole affair, could not contain his 
indignation, but affirmed, w ithout ceremony, that 
Marmozet w'as the sole occasion of my disappoint- 
ment ; that he had acted from first to last with the 
most i>erfidious dissimulation, cajoling me with in-' 
siniiating civilities, while he underhand employed 
all his art and influence to jirejudice the ignorant 
manager against my performance; that nothing 
could equal his hypocrisy but his avarice, which 
engrossed the faculties of his soul so much, that he 
scrupled not to be guilty of the meanest practices 
to gratify that sordid appetite ; that in consequence 
of this disposition, he had prostituted his hontmr 
in betraying my inexperience, and in undermining 
the interest of another author of established 
reputation, who had also offered a tragedy to the 
stage, which he thought would interfere wdth the 
success of the comedy he had bought, and deter- 
mined to bring on at all events. 

“I was shocked at the description of such a 


monster, which I could not believe existed in the 
world, bad as it is, and argued against the assever- 
ations of my friend, by demonstrating the bad 
policy of such behaviour, which could not fail of 
entailing infamy upon the author ; and the small 
temptation that a man ( f Mr. Marmozet’s figure 
and success could have ' o consult his interest in 
such a grovelling manner, which must create con- 
tempt and abhorrence of him in his patrons, and 
effectually deprive him of the countenance and pro- 
tection he now enjoys in such an eminent degree. 
He pretended to laugh at my simplicity, and asked 
if I knew for which of his virtues he was so much 
caressed by the people of fiishion. ‘It is not,’ 
said he, ‘ for the qualities of his heart, that this 
little parasite is invited to the tables of dukes and 
lords, who hire extraordinary cooks for his enter- 
tainment. His avarice they see not, his ingratitude 
hey feel not, his hypocrisy accommodates itself to 
heir humours, and is of conseejuence pleasing ; but 
lie is chiefly courted for his buffoonery, and will be 
admitted into the choicest parties of quality for 
liis talent of mimicking I’uncli and his wdfe doan, 
when a poet of the most exquisite genius is not able 

0 attract the least regard.’ God forbid, Mr. Kan- 
lom, that I should credit assertions that degrade 
he dignity of our superiors so much, and represent 
hat poor man as the most abject of atl' beings! 
No! I kK)ked upon them as the hyperboles of pas- 
sion ; and though that comedy of which be si)oke 
did actually appear, 1 dare nol doubt the innocence 

»f Mr. Marmozet, who, 1 am told, is as much as 
ver in favour with the earl : a cireumstunee that 
mrely could not be, unless he had vindicated his 
character to the satisfaction of his lordship. I’ray 
forgive this long digression, and give the hearing 

1 little longer ; for, thank Heaven ! 1 am now near 
he goal. 

“Raffled in all iny attempts, 1 despaired of seeing 
iiy play acted ; and bethought myself of choosing 
some employment, that might all’ord a sure, thougli 
mean subsisteuce ; but my landlord, to whom 1 
w^as by this time considerably indebted, and who 
'lad laid bis account with having bis money paid 
ill in a heap, from the profits of my third night, 
•ould not brook his disai)pointment, therefore made 
another effort in my behalf, and, by dint of interest, 
procured a message from a lady of fashion to Mr. 
Brayer, who hud always professed a great venera- 
tion for her, desiring tliat he would set up my play 
forthwith, and assuring him that she and all her 
friends would suj)j)ort it in the performance. To 
strcngtlien my interest, she engaged his best actors 
'n my cause; and, in short, exerted lierself so 
Tiuch, that it was again received, and my hopes 
began to revive. But Mr. Brayer, honest man, was 
so much engrossed by business of vast oonsequenc(‘, 
though to appearance he bad nothing at all to do, 
hat he could not find time to read it until the sea- 
»on was pretty far advanced ; and read it he must, 
hr, notwithstanding his having perused it before, 
bis memory did not retain one circumstance of the 
matter. 

‘ At length he favoured it wdth his attention, and, 
tiaving proposi'd certain alterations, sent his duty 
to the lady who patronized it, and yiromised, on his 
honour, to bring it on next winter, provided th(‘sc 
Lilterations should be made, and the copy delivered 
lo him before the <^nd of April. With an aching 
lieart, I submitted to these conditions, and performed 
hem accordingly. But fortune owed me another 
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unforeseen mortification ; Mr. Marinozet, daring 
the summer, became joint patentee with Mr. Brayer; 
so that, when I claimed performance of articles, T 
was told, he could do nothing without the consent 
of his partner, who was pre-engaged to another 
author. 

“My condition was rendered di'sperate by the 
death of my good friend and landlord, whose exe- 
cutors obtained a judgment against my effects, 
which they seized, turned me out into the streets 
naked, friendless, and forlorn ; there 1 was arr<*sted 
at the suit of niy tailor, and throwm into this prison, 
where J liave made ^hift to live these five weeks on 
tlie bounty of my fellow-prisoners, who, 1 hope, are 
not the w'orse for the instruction and good offices 
by which 1 manifest iny gratitude ; but, in spite of 
all their charitable endeavours, my life was scarce 
tolerable, until your uncommon benevolence enabled 
me to enjoy it with comfort.” 

ClIAn^ER LXIV. 

I am seized with a dee]) Melancholy, and become a Sloven — 
Ani*re]ievod by inj Uncle — Jlc prevails upon me to eii- 
{?age with his Owners, as Surs'cou of the Ship which lie 
commands — He makes me a consulerahle Present- Kntei- 
tains Strap as his Stewaid — 1 take leave of my Friends, and 
go on Hoard —The Ship arrives ui the Dowuh. 

1 SHALL not make any reflections on this story, 
in the course of which the reader must perceive 
how cgregiously the simjilicity and milky disposi- 
tion of this w orthy man had been duped and abused 
b) a set of scoundrels, who were so liahitiuited to 
falsehood and etjuivocation, that J verily believe, 
they would have found the utmost difficulty in ut- 
tering one sj liable of truth, though their lives had 
depended upon their sincerity. Notwitlistandiiig 
all I had suffered from the knavery and selfishness’ 
of mankind, I w'as amazed and iiieensed at the base 
iiidifl'erenee winch suffered such unconinioii merit 
as he possessi'd to languish in ohsciirily, and struggle 
w ith all the miseries of a loathsome jail ; and should 
have blessed flu; occasion that secluded me from 
such a perfidious world, had not the remembrance 
<if the aiuiahle Nareissa preser\ed my rttuchmeiit 
to that society of which she constituted a part. 
The picture of that lovely creature was the con- 
stant companion of my solitude. How often did 1 
contemplate the resemblance of those enehanting 
features that first captivated my heart ! How often 
did J weep over tliose endearing scenes which her 
image recalled ; and how often did I curse my per- 
fidious fate for having robb(‘d me of tin* lair original ! 
In vain did my imagination flatter me with schemes 
of future happiness ; surly reason always inter- 
l)osed, and, in a moment, overthrew that unsub- 
stantial fabric, by chastising the extravagance of 
my hope, and representing my unhapjiy situation 
in tlie right point of vic•w^ In vain did J fly for 
refuge to the amusements of the place, and engage 
in the jiarties of Jackson, at cards, billiards, nine- 
pins, and fives ; a train of melancholy thoughts took 
possession of my soul, which even the conversation 
of Melopoyn could not divert. J ordered Strap to 
inquire every day at Banter’s lodgings, in expec- 
tation of hearing again from my charmer; and 
my disappointment considerably augmented my 
chagrin. My afirectionate valet was infeeted with 
iny sorrow, and often sat with me whole hours w itli- 
out speaking, uttering sigh for sigh, and shedding 
tear for tear. This fellowship increased our dis- 


temiier ; he hecame incapable of business, and was 
disearded by his master ; while I, seeing my money 
melt away, without any certainty of deliverance, 
and, in short, all my hopes frustrated, grew negli- 
gent of life, lost all apfietitc, and degenerated into 
sneh a sloven, tliat during the space of tw o months, 
I was neither waslied, shifted, nor shaved ; so that 
my fac<*, rendered meagre with abstinence, was 
obscured with dirt, and overshadowed with liair, 
and my wdiole afipearance squalid and even fright- 
ful ; when, one d.iy. Strap brought me notice, that 
there was a man below' w'lio w'anted to sjieak witli 
me. Roused at this intelligence, and in full hopes 
of recehing a letler from the dear object of my 
love, I ran down stairs with the utmost jireeipita- 
tion, and found, to my infinite surprise, my generous 
uncle Mr. Bowling. Transported at the sight, I 
sprung forward to embrace him. IJjion which he 
started aside with great agility, drew his hanger, 
and put himself upon his guard, saying, “Avast, 
brother, avast ! sheer off! — Yoho! you turnkey, 
w'hy don’t you keep a better look-out ? here’s one 
of your crazy prisoners broke from his lashings, I 
do suppose.” J could not help laughing heartily at 
his mistake ; but this 1 soon rectified by my voice, 
which he instantly recolleet(‘d, and shook me by 
the hand with grt‘at afleetion, testifying his con- 
cern at seeing me in such a miserable condition. 

I conducted him to rny apartment, where, in 
presence of Strap, whom I introduced to liim as one 
of my best friends, he gave me to understand, that 
he was just arrived from the Hoastof Guinea, aftiT 
having made a jiretty successful voyage, in which 
lie acted as mate, until the ship was attacked by a 
Trench privateer; that the captain being killed 
during the engagenumt, he had taken the conniumd, 
and was so fortunate as to sink flic enemy ; after 
which ex])loi( he fell in witli a merchant ship from 
JMartinico, laden w ith sugar, indigo, and some silver; 
and, by virtue of liis letter of mar(]ue, attacked, took, 
and brought her safe into Kinsale, in Ireland, where 
sh(‘ was condemned as a lawful prize; by which 
means he had not only got a jiretty sum of money, 
hut also aeijuiri'd the favour of his owners, >\ ho had 
already c-onferred upon him the command of a large 
ship, mounted with twenty-nine pounders, ready to 
sail upon a very advantageous voyage, which 1h‘ 
w as not at liberty to discover. And he assured me, 
that it was with the greatest difficulty that lu* had 
found me, in consetiuenee of a direction left for 
him at his lodgings at Wapping. 

1 was rejoiced beyond measure at this account of 
Ills good fortune ; and, at his desire, iceounted all 
the adventures that liad happened to me since we 
parted. When he understood the ])artieulars of 
Strap's attachment to me, he sijneezed his hand 
very cordially, and promised to make a man of him; 
then giving me ten guineas for my present occasion, 
took a direction for the tailor who arrested me, and 
went away in order to discharge the debt, telling 
me at parting, that he would soon fetch up all my 
lee-w'ay with a wet sail. 

1 w'as utterly confounded at this sudden transi- 
tion, which affected me more than any reverse I 
had formerly felt ; and a crowd tif incoherent ideas 
rushed so impetuously upon my imagination, that 
my reason could neither se]iarate nor connect them, 
when l^trap, whose joy had manifested itself in a 
thousand fooleries, came into my room with hig 
shaving utensils, and, without any previous intima- 
tion, began to lather rny beard, wliistling with great 
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emotion all the while. I started from luy reverie, 
and being too well acquainted with Strap, to trust 
lujrself in his hands while he was under such agi- 
tation, desired to he excused, sent for another barber, 
and suffered myself to be trimmed. Having per- 
formed the ceremony of ablution, I shifted, and 
dressing in my gayest apparel, waited for the return 
of my uncle, who was agreeably surprised at my 
sudden transformation. 

This beneficent kinsman had satisfied my cre- 
ditor, and obtained an order for my discharge, so 
that I wtis no longer a prisoner ; but as 1 had some 
reluctance to part with my friends and fellows in 
distress, I prevailed upon Mr. Rowling to favour us 
with his company, and invited Mr. Melopoyii and 
Jackson to spend the evening at my apartment, 
where I regaled them with a supper, good wine, and 
the news of my release, on which they heartily 
congratulated me, notwithstanding the loss of my 
company, which, they were pleased to say, they 
should severely feel. As for Jackson, his misfor- 
tune made so little impression on himself, and he 
was altogether so loose, indifferent, and indiscreet, 
that 1 could scarce pity liis situation. Rut 1 had 
conceived a veneration and friendship for the poet, 
who was, in all respects, an object much more wor- 
thy of compassion and regard. When our ^lests 
withdrew, and my uncle had retired, with an inten- 
tion to visit me next morning, I made up a bundle 
of some linen, and other necessaries, and bidding 
Strap carry them to Mr. Melopoyn’s lodging, went 
thither myself, and pressed it upon his acceptance, 
with five guineas, which, with much difficulty, he 
received, assuring me, at the same time, that he 
should never have it in his pov er to make satis- 
faction. 1 then asked if I could serve him any 
other way ? To which he answered, ‘‘ You already 
have done too much and unable to contain the 
emotions of his soul any longer, burst into tears 
and wept aloud. Moved at this spectacle, 1 left him 
to his rcjiose ; and when my uncle returned in the 
morning, represented his character in sucli a fa- 
vourable light, that the honest seaman was affected 
with his distress, and determined to follow my ex- 
ample, in presenting him with five pieces more. 
Upon which, that I might save him some confusion, 
1 advised Mr. Rowling to enclose it in a letter to be 
delivered by Strap after we should be gone. 

This was accordingly done. I took a formal leave 
of all my acquaintance in the jail; and just as 1 
was about to step into an hackney-coach at the 
gate, Jackson calling me, T returned, and he asked 
me in a whisper, if I could lend him a shilling ? His 
demand being so moderate, and in all likelihood the 
last he would make upon me, I slipped a guinea 
into his hand, which he no sooner perceived, tluin 
he cried, “ O Jesus ! a guinea !” then laying hold of 
a button of my coat, broke out into an imhioderatc 
fit of laughter ; and when his convulsion was ended, 
told me, I was an honest fellow, and let me go. 
The coachman was ordered to drive to Mr. Rowling’s 
lodgings, wliere, when we arrived, h<* entered into 
a serious discourse with me on the subject of my 
situation, and proposed that T should sail witli him 
in quality of bis surgeon ; in wliich case he would 
put me in a method of getting a fortune in a few 
years by my own industry ; and assured me, that I 
might expect to inherit all that he should die pos- 
sessed of, provided I should survive him. Though 
T was penetrated with a sense of his generosity, I 
was startled at a proposal that offered violence to 


my love, and signified my sentiments on that head, 
which he did not seem to relish, but observed, that 
love was the fruit of idleness ; that, when once I 
should be employed in business, and my Jiind 
engaged in making money, I should be no more 
troubled with these silly notions, which none but 
your fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but 
their pleasure to mind, ought to entertain. I was 
piqued at this insinuation, which I looked upon 
as a reproach, and, without giving myself time to 
deliberate, accepted his offer. He was overjoyed 
at iny compliance, carried me immediately to his 
chief owner, with whom a bargain was struck ; so 
that then 1 could not retract with honour, had I 
been ever so much averse to the agreement. That 
I might not have time to cool, he bade me draw out 
a list of medicines for a eomplcment of five hun- 
dred men, adajded to the distenjpers of hot climates, 
and suflicient for a voyage of eighteen months, and 
carry it to a certain wholesale apothecary, who 
would also provide me in two well qualified mates. 
AYliile I was thus employed. Strap came in, and 
looked very blank, when he understood my resolu- 
tion. However, after a pause of some minuses, he 
insisted upon going along with me ; and at my de- 
sire >vas made ship’s steward by Captain Rowling, 
who promised to be at the expense of fitting him 
out, and to lend him two hundred pounds to pur- 
chase an adventure. 

When I had delivered my list of medicines, 
chosen a couple of my own countrymen for mates, 
and bespoke a set of chirurgical instruments, my 
uncle told me, that, by his last voyage, he had 
cleared almost Ihrec thousand pounds, one third of 
which he would immediately make over and put 
into my hands; that he would procure for me 
credit to the value of as much more, in such goods 
as would turn to best account in the country to 
w'hieli we were bound ; and that, although he 
looked upon my interest as his own, he would keep 
the remaining part of his fortune in his own dis- 
posal, with a view of preserving his indej)endence, 
and a power of punishing me, in ease I should not 
make a good use of what he had already bestowed. 

Without troubling the reader with an account of 
the effect wliich this surprising generosity bad upon 
my mind, I shall only say, that his promises were 
instantly performed, and an invoice of merchandise 
proper for the voyage presented to me, that I 
might purchase the goods, and ship them with 
all expedition. In the midst of this hurry, the 
remembrance of my charming Narcissa often 
interposed, and made me the most miserable of all 
mortals. 1 was dihtracted with the thought of 
being torn from her, perhaps for ever ; and though 
the hope of seeing her again might have supported 
me under the torments of separation, I could not 
reflect upon the anguish she must feel at parting 
with me, and the incessant .sorrows to which her 
tender bosom would he exposed during my absonee, 
without being pierced wuth tlje deepest affliction. 
As my imaginatiou yvas daily an<l nightly upon the 
rack to invent some method of mitigating tliis cruel 
stroke, or at least of aeipiittiug my love and honour 
in the opinion of this gentle creature, 1 at length 
stumhled upon an expedient, witli which the reader 
will be made acfjnainted in due time; and, in con- 
sequence of my determination, became less uneasy 
and disturbed. 

My business being finished, and the ship ready 
to sail, I resolved to make my last appearance 



KODERTCK RANDOM, 


147 


among my acquaintance at the other end of the 
town, where 1 had not been since my imprison- 
ment ; and as I had, hy the advice of my uncle, 
taken off some very rich clothes for sale, I put on 
the gayest suit in my possession, and went in a chair 
to the coffeehouse I used to frequent, where 1 found 
my friend Banter so confounded at the magnificence 
of my dress, that, when I made up to him, he gazed 
at me with a look of astonishment, without being 
able, for some minutes, to open his lips ; then pulling 
me aside by the sleeve, and fixing his e5"es on 
mine, accosted me in this manner: “Kandorn, 
where the devil have you been? eh ! — What is the 
meaning of all tliis finery ? — Oho! 1 understand you. 
— You arc just arrived from the country! v/hat! 
the roads are good, eh !— Well, IJandcm, you are a 
hold fellow, and a lucky fellow! — hut t' I;e caie, 
the pitcher goes often to llie well, hut is broke at 
last.” So saying, he pointed to his collar ; by v. hieh 
gesture, and the broken hints lie liad eja^'dated, J 
fiumd lie suspected me of liaving robbed on the 
highway; and 1 laiigh(‘(l very heartily’’ at }*is ^.up- 
position. Without explaining myself any furdur, . 
1 told him he Avas mistaken in liis conjei-aire ; that ' 
I had been for some time past with the relation </f 
whom he had fre(iiientl\ heard me sne;‘k; and that, 
as J slioi'ld set out next day n]K)n my travels, 1 had 
come to take my leavi' of my friends, and to :*eeoi\e 
of him the money he had borrowed from me, A.liieb, 
now that T was going abroad, 1 should eei tail ly have 
occasion for. He was ji little disooiieerted td. this 
demand ; hut, reeolleeting himself in a moment, 
swore in an affected passion, that I had vred him 
extremely ill. and lie Avoiild never forgive me, for 
having, by this short warning, jmt u out of hi.> 
power to free iiiraself of an obligation he ceuld no 
longer bear. 1 could not help smiling at t’ is pre- 
tended delicacy, wdiieli 1 commended highly, telling 
him lie needed not to be uneasy on that S'ore. for 1 
would give him a direction to a merchant In tliecity, 
with whom I would leave a discharge fia* li e sum. 
to be delivered upon jiayment. Ife professed niv cli 
joy at this expedient, and with gi\'at eagorneis 
asked the person's name and place rf abode, which 
he forthwith wrote in his pocket-hooi:, a'^saiaigrae, 
tliat he should not he long in my debt. This aiTai ', 
which I knew he w^ould never after tlf ik of, being 
settled to liis satisfaction, I sent cards to ail my 
friends, desiring the favour of their eomj any at a 
tavern in the evening, when they honourel my 
invitation, and J had tiie pleasure of treating them 
in a very elegant manner, at wdilch tliey expressed 
equal admiration as applause. Having enjoyed 
ourselves till midnight, I took my leave of them, 
and was well nigh stifled with caresses. Nexl day 
I set out with Strap, in a post-chaise for Gravesend, 
wdiere we went on hoard, and, the wind serving, 
weighed anchor in less than twelve hours. \/ithoiit 
meeting with any accident, we reached the Downs, 
where we were obliged to come to an anchor, and 
wait for an easterly wind to carry us out of the 
Channel. 

CTTAPTEK LXV. 

I setout for Sussex — Consult JNfis. Sa}'<*ly — Achii’vc an Inter- 
view witli Naiciss.'i — lleturn to the Sliip — VVe {jet clear of 
the Channel -I learn our Destination — We are chased b> a 
larpe Ship — Tlio Company are dismayed, and encouraged 
by the Captain’s Spfcth — Our Pursuer happens to he an 
Erifflisii Man of Wai — We Jirrivc at the Coast of (itiinea, 
purchaae 400 Nefjroes, sail for Paraguay, pet safe into tlie 
R’vor of Plate, and sell our Cargo to great Advantage. 


It was now I put in execution the scheme I had 
projected at London; and asking leave of the 
captain lor Strap and me to stay on shore till the 
wind should become favourable, my request was 
granted, because he had orders to remain in the 
Downs until he should receive some despatches 
from London, which he did not expect in less than 
a week. Having imparted my resolution to my 
trusty valet, who (though he endeavoured to dis- 
suade me from such a rash undertaking) would not 
quit me in the enterprise, I hired horses, and set 
out immediately for that part of Sussex where my 
charmer was confined, which was not above thirty 
miles disitant from l^eal, where we mounted. As I 
v/as perfectly well acquainted with the extent of the 
squi re's estate and iufl iicnee, 1 halted within five miles 
of his house, where v, e remained till the twilight, 
at which time wc set forM'ard, and, by the favour of 
a dark night, reached a copse about half a mile 
from t]:e village wdiiu'e Mrs. Sagely lived. Here vre 
left our horses tied to a tree, and went directly 
to tiie house of my old benefactress, Strap trembling 
all th(* way, and venting ejaculatory petitions to 
Heaven for cur safety. Her habitation being quite 
siditary, we arrived at the door witliout being 
observed, vilien J ordered my eoinpanion to enter 
by himself, and, in ease there should be company 
with her, d«‘*iver a letter which 1 had writ for that 
purpose, and say that a friend of hers in London, 
understanding that h ' intended to travel this 
road, had cmnniitted it to liis care. Ik* rapped 
at the door, to which, the good old matron coming, 
told him, that being a lone woman, he must excuse 
luT if she did m t < pen it until lie had declared his 
nraue and bn^Iness. He answered, that his name 
was unknown to her, and that his business was to 
del’ ver a letter, w liich, t;> free her from all manner 
of appridu nai( n, he would convey to her through 
the space bit ween the door and threshold, d'his 
he in: tartly periornied ; find she no sooner read the 
content: , winch s[)celtieu my being present, than she 
cried, “ li" the person who v’rote this letter he at 
hand, let hlir. sprak, tiiut I may he assured by his 
voice w hether or not I may safely admit him.” I 
foitl'with applied my mouJi to the key-hole, and 
pronounced, “ Dear mother, you need not he afraid ; 
it ir 1, so much Indebted to your goodness, who now 
crave adn’ittaiiae. ' She knew my voice, rnd opening 
t!ie door immediately, received me v.ith a truly 
maccrna! rlieetion, inan’.h sting, by tiie tears she let 
fall, her concern lest 1 sh.ould be discovered, for she 
had been infonned of cv i ry thing that had happened 
hetv/eeii Narcissa and me, from the dear captive's 
own mouth. 

Wien I cxjilained the nioiive of my journey, 
which A/as no otlier than a dcMi'c of seeing the 
object of my love before 1 should quit the kingdom, 
that I i#ght in person ccuviiiee her of the necessity 
I Avas under to leuA-e her, reconcile her to that 
event, hy describing the advantages that in all pro- 
bability would attend it, repeat my vows of eternal 
constancy, and enjoy the mclanelioly pleasure of a 
tender embrace at jiarting ; 1 say, when I had thus 
signified my iuteudioii, JMrs. Sagely told me, that 
Nareissa, upon lier return from Bath, had been so 
strictly watelied, that nobody but one or two of 
the seiwaiits, dcAoted to her brother, w as admitted 
to her presence; that afterAvards she had been a 
little enlarged, and AA^as permitted to see company, 
during Avhich indulgence she had been several times 
at her cottage ; hut of late she had been betrayed 
L 3 



148 


THE ADVEHTEKES OF 


by one of the servants, who discovered to the 
squire, that he had once carried a letter from her 
to the post-house, directed to me ; iij)on which in- 
formation she was now more confined than ever, 
and that 1 could have no chance of seeing her, un- 
less I would run the risk of getting into the garden, 
where she and her maid were every day allowed to 
take the air, and lie hid until I should have an 
opportunity of speaking to them — an adventure 
attended wutli such danger, tliat no man in his 
right wits would ulteinpt it. This enterprise, ha- 
zardous as it was, 1 resolved to perforin, in spite of 
all the arguments of Mrs. Sagely, who reasoned, 
chid, and entreated l»y turns, and the tears and 
prayers of Strap, who conjured me, on his knees, 
to have more r(‘gard to myself, as u ell as to him, 
than to attempt iny own destruction in such a pre- 
cipitate manner. 1 was deaf to every thing but the 
suggestions of my love ; and ordering him to re- 
turn immediately w ith the horses to the inn from 
whence we set out, and w'ait for my coming in that 
place, he at first peremptorily refused to leave me, 
until I persuaded him, tluit, if our horses should 
remain where they were tHl daylight, they wmuld 
certainly be discovered, and the whole county 
alarmed. On this eonsideration, he took his leave 
in a sorrowd’ul plight, kissed my hand, and weep- 
ing, cried, “ God knows if ever 1 shall see you 
again.” — Afy kind lamllad}', finding me obstinate, 
gave me her best atlvice how to behave in the 
execution of iny project ; and, after having per- 
suaded me to take a little refreshment, aceoin- 
inodated me with a bed, and left me to my repose. 
Early in the morning, I arose, and armed with a 
couple of loaded pistols and a lianger, went to the 
back of the squire’s garden, climbed over tlic wall, 
and, according to Mrs. Sagely ’s direetiem, con- 
cealed myself in a thicket, hard by’ an alcove that ter- 
minated a walk at a good distance from the house, 
which (I was told) my' mistress chiefly' frequented. 
Here I absconded from five o'clock in the morning 
to six in the evening, without seeing a human 
creature ; at last I perceived two wmmen approach- 
ing, whom, by my throbbing lieart, 1 soon recog- 
nized to be the adorable Narcissa and Miss 
Williams. T felt the strongest agitation of soul at 
the sight: and guessing that tliey would repose 
themselves in the alcove, ste]>ped into it lui per- 
ceived, and laid upon the stone tahli* a jiieture of 
myself in miniature, for which I had sat in Lon- 
don, purposing to leave it with a rcissa before I 
should go abroad. I exposed it in this manner, as 
an introduction to my own appearance, which, 
without some previous intimation, T was afraid 
might have an unlucky effect u[)on the delicate 
nerves of niy^ fair enslaver; and then withdrew 
into the thicket, where J could hear their discourse, 
and suit myself to the circumstances ofithe occa- 
sion. As they advanced, T observed an air of me- 
lancholy in the countenance of Ishirci.ssa, blended 
with such unspeakable sw'cetness, that I could 
scarce refrain from flying into her arms, and kiss- 
ing away the pearly drop that stood collected in 
each bewitching eye. According to my exjiecta- 
tion, she entered the alcove, and jierecuving souie- 
thing on the table, took it up. IVo sooner did slie 
east her eye upon the features, than, startled at the 
resemblance, she cried, “Good God!” and the 
roses instantly vanished from her cheeks. Her 
confldant, alarmed at this exclamation, looked at 
the picture, and, struck with the likeness, ex- 


claimed, “ O J;t5us I the very features of Mr. Ran- 
dom I” Narcissa having recollected herself a little, 
said, “Whatever angel brought it hither as a 
comfort to me in my affliction, 1 am thankful for 
the henefit, and wdll preserve it as the dearest ob- 
ject of my care.” ISo saying, she kissed it with 
surprising ardour, shed a flood of tears, and then 
deposited the lifeless image in her lovely bosom. 
Transported at these symptoms of her unaltered 
afiection, I was about to throw myself at her feet, 
when IVliss Williams, whose reflection was less 
engaged than tliat of her mistress, observed, that 
the jheture could not transport itself hither, and 
that she could not help thinking I was not far oft‘. 
'rhe gentle Narcissa, startling at this conjecture, 
answ’ered, “ Heaven forbid ! for altliongh nothing 
in the uiii\erse could yield me satisfaction equal to 
that of his presence for one poor moment, in a 
proper place, 1 would rather forfeit his company — 
almost for ever, than see him here, where his life 
would he exposed to so much danger.” I could 
no longer restrain the impulse of my passion, hut, 
breaking from my concealment, stot)d before her, 
when slie uttered a fearful shriek, and fainted in 
the arms of her companion. 1 fl(*w^ towards the 
treasure of my soul, clas])ed her in my embrace, 
and, with the warmth of my kisses, hroiiglit her 
again to life. G! that 1 were endowed with the 
expression of a Ivaphael, the graces of* a (jiiido, the 
magic touches of a Titian, that I might represent 
the fond concern, the chastened raiiture, and inge- 
nuous blush, that mingled in her be;niteous face 
when she opened her eyes upon me, and pro- 
nounced, “() heavens! is it you?” 

I am afraid 1 have already encroached upon the 
reader’s patience, with the particulars of this 
amour, on wdiich, I own, 1 cannot help being im- 
pertinently circumstantial. I shall tlu'refort' ondt 
the less material passages of this interview, tim ing 
W’hich 1 convinced her reason, though J could not 
appease the sad presages of her Ion e, with regard to 
the long VON age and dangers I must undergo. A\ ht ii 
wc had spent an hour (which was all she could 
spare from the barbarity of her brother’s \jgi lance) 
in lamenting over our hard fate, and in repeating 
our reciprocal vows, IMiss Williams reminded us 
of the necessity there w’as for our immediate part- 
ing; and sure, lovers never parted with such soi- 
row and reluctance as we. Hut hceanse m> woids 
are incapable of doing justice to this aflecliiig 
eireumsiaiice, T am obliged to draw’ a veil oNcr it, 
and observe, that I returned in the dark to the 
house of Mrs. Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear 
of my success, and opjiosed the tumults of my 
grief with such strengdli of reason, that my mind 
regained in some ni(*asure its tranquillity ; and that 
very night, after having forced iqioii the good 
gentlewoman a purse of twenty guiiu'as, as a token 
of my gratitude and esteem, 1 took my leave of 
her, and set out on foot for the inn, w’here my ar- 
rival freed lionest Strap from the horrors of unutter- 
able dread. 

We took horse immediately, and alighted early 
next morning at Deal, where 1 found iiiy uncle in 
great concern on account of my absence, hecause 
he had received his despatches, and must liave 
weighed with the first fair wind, whether 1 had 
been on hoard or not. Next day, a brisk easterly 
gale springing up, we set sail, and in eight and 
forty hours got clear of the Channel. 

When we were about two hundred leagues to 
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westward of the Land’s End, the captain takin^j me 
apart into the cabin, told me, that, now he was per- 
mitted by his instructions, he would disclose the 
intent and destinalion of our voyage : “The ship,” 
said he, “ which has been litU‘d out at a great expense, 
is bound for the coast of (luinea, where we sliall 
exehang(‘ j)art of our cargo for slaves and gold 
dust ; from tliencc we will transport our negroes to 
Bueims-Ayres in New Spain, where, by virtue of 
])assports obtained from our own court, and that of 
Madrid, we will dispose of them and the goods 
that remain on board for silver, by means of our 
supercargo, who is j)crfectly well ae(|uainted with 
the coast, the lingo, and inhabitants.” Tleing thus 
let into the secret of our expedition, I borrowed of 
liie supercargo a Spanish grammar, dictionary, and 
some other hooks of the same language, whiidi J 
studieilwith sueli application, that, before we arrived 
i)i New Spain, I could maintain a conversation with 
him in that tongue. Jleiiig arrived in the warm 
latitudes, I ordered, wdth the captain’s consent, the 
w I\oIe ship’s eomjiany to he blooded and juirged, 
111 } self undergoing the same evacuation, in order 
to jirevcnt those dangerous fevers to which northern 
constitutions are subject in hot climates; and I 
have reason to believe that this precaution was not 
iiiiserv iceahle, for we lost hut one sailor during our 
wiiole ]»assage to the coast. 

( )iie (lay, when we had been about five weeks at 
sea, we desened to windward n large ship bearing 
down uj)on us with all the sail she could carrj. 
L’poii which my uncle ordered the studding sails to 
he hoisted, and tJie sliip to Ik* cleared for engaging; 
ixit lindiiig that, to usc the sectrian’s phrase, wc 
were very much wronged by the ship wliieh had 
iis Ml chase, and wliicli by this tiiiu* bad hoisted 
French colours, he coinmaiided the studtling-sails to 
he taken m, the courses to be clewed up, the main- 
toj) sail to he liaeked, the tompion.s to be taken out 
of the gnus, and every man to repair to his (piar- 
leis. While every body wnis busied in the per- 
torinance of these orders. Strap came upon the 
qii irter-deck, treiiibhiig, and looking aghast, and, 
Villi a voice half siip])res‘A*d by I'ear, asked if J 
tiionglit w'e wn>re a match for the vessel in pursuit 
of us ? (Jhserviiig his consternation, I said, “ Wliat ! 
arc you airaul, Straj)?” “Afraid!” he replied, 
“ii-n-iio; wliat should I be afraid of? I thunk 
(iod, I have a clear conscience ; hut I believe it 
w’ill he a Moody battle, and J wish you may not 
have occasion for another hand to as.sist you in the 
aoekpit.” I immediately perceived his drift, ami 
making tlie captain acijiiaiiited wntli his situation, 
desired he iniglit ho stationed below with me and 
my mates. My uncle, incensed at his pusillanimity, 
bade me send Iilm down instantly, that his fear 
miglit not infect the ship's company ; whereupon 1 
told the poor steward, that 1 liad begged him for 
niy assistant, and desired him to go dowm and help 
my mates to get ready the instruments and dressings?. 
Notwithstanding the satisfaction he must lum* iVlt 
at these tidings, he affected a shymess of quitting 
the u[)per deck ; and said, lie hoped 1 did not ima- 
gine lie w'as afraid to do his duty above hoard; for 
he believed himself as well jirepared for death as 
any man in tlu* ship, no disparagement to me or 
the ca})tain. 1 w^as disgusted at this affectation, 
and, in order to punish his hyjiocrisy, assured him, 
he might take his choice either of going dow’ii to 
the cock j)it with me, or of staying upon deck during 
tiie engagement. Alarmed at this indifference, he 


replied, “Well, to oblige you. I’ll go dowm; but, 
remeraher, it is more for your sake than my own.” 
So saying, he disappeared in a twinkling, without 
w'aiting for an answer. By this time we could 
observe two tier of guns in the ship which pursued 
ns, and which wais now but tw'o short miles astern, 
'i’liis discovery had an evident effect upon the 
sailors, w ho did not scruple to say, that w e should 
be torn to pieces, and blown out of the water, and 
that, if in (‘asi* any of them should lose their precious 
limbs, they must go a-hegging for life, for there 
was no jirovision made by the merchants for those 
poor souls who w^ere maimed in their service. The 
captain, understanding this backwardness, ordered 
the crew' abaft, and sjioke to them thus : “ My lads, 
J am told you hang an a— se. 1 have gone to sea 
thirty years man and boy, and never saw English 
sailors afraid before. IMayhap you think I wamt to 
expose you for the lucre of gain. Whosoever thinks 
so, thinks a d — ued lie, for my whole cargo is 
insured ; so that, in case T should he taken, my loss 
would not be great. The enemy is stronger than 
we, to be sure. What then ? have we not a thaiiee 
for carrying awray one of her masts, and so get 
clear of her? If we find her too hard for us, ’tis 
but striking at last. If any man is hurt in the 
engagement, I promise on the word of an lionest 
seaman, to make him a recompense according to his 
loss. So now’, you tliat are lazy, lubberly, cow’- 
ardly dog% get aw’ay, and skulk in the hold and 
bread room ; and you that are jolly boys, stand by 
me, and let us give one broadside for the honour of 
Old England.” Tliis elocjuent harangue was so 
W(‘ll adapted to the disposition of his hearers, that 
one rnd all of them, pulling off tlieir liats, waived 
them over their heads, and saluted him with three 
el’eers ; upon wliich he s(‘nt his hoy for two large 
case bottles of brandy, and having treated every’ 
man with a dram, they repaired to their quarters, 
and waited impatiently for the word of command. 
I must do my’ uncle the justice to saya that, in the 
whole of his di<j)osition, he behaved with the utmost 
intrepidity, cuuduet, and deliberation. Tlie enemy 
being very' near, he ordered me to my’ station, and 
w'as just going to give the word for lioisting the 
colours, ami firing, when the siippos(‘d Frenchman 
hauled down liis w hite })ennant, jack, and ensign, 
lioisted Knglish ones, and fired a guii ahead of us. 
This W’as a joyful event to (’aptain Bowling, wlio 
immediately showed his colours, and fired a gun to 
leeward, rjioii which the other ship ran along- 
side of us, hailed him, and giving him to know that 
she was an English man of w ar of forty’ guns, 
ordered him to hoist out his boat and come on 
board. ’I'liis command be obeyed w ith the more 
alacrity, because, ujioii inquiry', he found that she 
was eommanded by an old messmate of his, who 
was overjoyed to sec him, detained him to dinner, 
and sent his barge for the supercargo and me, who 
w’cre very’^ much caressed on his account. As this 
commander w’as destined to cruise upon the French, 
in the latitude of IMartinico, his stem and quarters 
w’ere adorned with w hite fleur-de-lis, and the whole 
shell of the ship so imieh disguised for a decoy to 
the enemy, that it was no wonder my uncle did not 
know her, although lit* bad sailed on board of her 
many years. We kept company with her four days, 
during which time the captains were never asunder, 
and liieii parted, our course lying different from 
hers. 

In less than a fortnight after our separation, we 
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made the land of Guinea, near the mouth of th* 
river Gambia, and trading along the coast as far tc 
the southward of the line as Angola and Rengula 
in less than six months disposed of the greates 
part of our cargo, and purchased four hundred 
negroes, my adventure having been laid out i" 
gold dust. 

Our complement being made up, we took our 
departure from Cape Negro, and arrived in the Rio 
de la Plata in six weeks, having met with nothing 
remarkable in our voyage*, except an epidemic 
fever, not unlike the jail distemper, which broke 
out among our slaves, and carried off a good many 
of the ship’s company ; among whom I lost one of 
my mates, and poor Strap had well nigh given up 
the ghost. Having produced our j)assport to the 
Spanish governor, we were received with great 
courtesy, sold our slaves in a very few days, and 
could have put off five times the number at our own 
price ; though w’C were obliged to smuggle the rest 
of our merchandise, consisting of European bale 
goods, which, however, we made shift to dispose 
of at a great advantage. 


CHAPTER LXVI. 

I am invited to the Villa of a Spanish Don, where wc meet 

with an English Gentleman, and make a very interesting 

Discovery — We leave Buenos- Ayres, and arrive at Jamaica. 

Our ship being freed from the disagreeable lading 
of negroes, to whom, indeed, I had been a miserable 
slave since our leaving the coast of Guinea, 1 began 
to enje^ myself, and breathe with pleasure the nure 
air of Paraguay, this part of vvliicli is reckoned the 
Montpelier of South /•meriea, and has obtained, on 
account of its climate, the name of Ruenos-i^yres. 
It was in this delicious place that T gave myself 
entirel;!^ up to the thoughts of my deer Nareis'ja, 
whose image still IvOpt possession of my breast, end 
whose charms, enhanced by absence, ai)peared to 
my imagination, if possible, more engagi.jg than 
ever I 1 calculated the profits of ni}'' voyage, whieli 
even exceeded my ex})ectution ; resolved to pur- 
chase a handsome sinecure upon my arrival in 
England, and, if I should find the siiuire as aver. e 
to me as ever, marry his sister by stealth ; and in 
case our family should incn’aso, rely upon the 
generosity of my uncle, who was by this time worth 
a considerable sum. 

While I amused myself with those agreeable 
projects, and the transporting hopes of enjoying 
Narcissa, we were very much caressed by the 
Spanish gentlemen, wb.o frequently fonned parties 
of pleasure for our entertainment, in which wc made 
excursions a good way into the country. Among 
those who signalized themselves h^ thc’.r ei^.ilityto 
us, there was one Don Antonio de Ribera, a very 
polite young gentleman, with whom I had contracted 
an intimate friendship, who invited us one day to 
his country house, and, as a further inducement to 
our compliance, promised to procure for us the 
company of an English signior, who had been set- 
tled in those parts many years, and acquired the 
love and esteem of the whole province, by his affa- 
bility, good sense, and honourable behaviour. 

We accepted his invitation, and set out f<>r his 
villa, where we had not been longer than an hour, 
when the person arrived in whose favour I had been 
80 much prepossessed. He was a tall man, remark- 
ably well-shaped, of a fine mien and appearance, com- 


manding respect, and seemed to be turned of tbrty ) 
the features of his face wTre saddened with a re- 
serve and gravity, which in other countries would 
have been thought the effect of melancholy ; but 
here appeared to have been contracted by his com- 
merce with the Spaniards, who are remarkable for 
that severity of countenance. IJiiderstandiiig from 
J)on Antonio that we were his countrymen, he sa- 
luted us all round very complaisantly, and fixing 
his eyes very attentively on me, uttered a deep sigh. 
1 had been struck with a jirofound veneration 
for him at his first coming into the room ; and no 
sooner observed this expression of his sorrow, di- 
rected, as it were, in a particular manner to me, 
than my hejirt took jiart in his grief. 1 sympathized 
involuntarily, and sighed in riy turn. Having 
asked leave of our entertainer, he accosted us in 
English, professed his satisfaction at seeing so many 
of his corntrymen in such a remote place, and 
asked the captair, who went by the name of Signior 
Tboma, from wdint part of liritaiii he had sailed, 
and whit’ie** he was bound. My uncle told him 
hat we liad railed from the river Thames, and 
were bound for t!;e same place, by the Avay of 
Jamaica, where v c intended to take in a lading of 
sugar. 

Having Gatisaed himself in these and other par- 
iculars about the state of the war, he gave us to 
understand that he had a longing desire to revisit 
lis native country, in consetiucnee of wliieh he 
lad already transmitted to Euvojie the greatest part 
of his fortune in neutral hottonis, and would will- 
ngly embark the rest of it with himself, in our 
ihip, provided tile cajdain had no objection to such 
i jmssenger. JMy uncle \cry prudently replied, 
’'at for his part he should be glad of his eoTn])an}, 
f he could procure tin* consent of the governor, 
without which he durst not admit liim on board, 
rhatovcr inclination he liad to oblige him. The 
;eiitleman approved of his discretion, and, telling 
lim that there would be no difficulty in obtaining 
he connivance of the governor, who w as his g(»od 
Vierid, shifted the conversation to another subject. 

1 was overjoyed to hear his intention, and al- 
•eady interested myself so innch in his favour, 
hat, had he been disaiipointed, 1 should have been 
u‘ry unhappy. In the course of our eiitertaininent, 

10 eyed me w ith uncommon attachment ; I felt a 
urprising attraction towards him ; when he spoke, 
listened with attention and reverence; the dignity 

h»s deportment filled me with afiection and awe ; 
and, in short, the emotions of my soul, in pr(*sence 
►f this stranger, were strong and nnaeeountahle ! 

Having spent the best j)art of the day wuth us, 
20 took his leave, telling Captain "Jlioma, that he 
houJd hear from him in a short time. He w as no 
sooner gone, than I asked a thousand questions 
about him of Don Antonio, wffio could give me no 
3ther satisfaction, than that his name was Don 
liodrigo, that he had lived fifteen or sixteen years 
n these jiarts, wa.s reputed rich, and siqiposed to 
have been unfortunate in his younger years, he- 
•ausehe was observed to nourish a i)ensive melan- 
choly, even from the time of liis first settlement 
among them ; hut that nobody had ventured to in- 
quire into the cause of his sorrow, in consideration of 
Ids peace, wdiicli might suffer in the recapitulation 
if his misfortunes. 

I w^as seized w ith an irresistible desire of know- 
ing the particulars of his iate, and enjoyed not one 
hour of repose during the whole night, by reason 
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of the eager conceptions that inspired me with re- 
gard to his story, which I resolved, if possible, to 
learn. Next morning, while we were at breakfast, 
three mules richly caparisoned arrived with a 
message from Don Jlodrigo, desiring our company, 
and that of Don Antonio, at his house, which was 
situated about ten miles farther up in the country. 
I was pleased with this invitation, in consequence 
of whicli we mounted the mules which lie had pro- 
vided for us, and alighted at his liouse before noon. 
Here we were splendidly entertained by the gener- 
ous stranger, who still seemed to show a particular 
regard for me, and, after dinner, made me a pre- 
sent of a ring set with a beautiful amethyst, the 
production of that country, saying, at the same 
time, that he was once blessed with a son, who, 
had he lived, A\ould have been nearly of my age. 
This observation, delivered with a profound sigh, 
made my heart throb with violence ; a crowd of 
confused ideas rushed upon my imagination, which 
while 1 endeavoured to unravel, my uncle perceived 
my absence of thought, and tapping me on the 
shoulder, said, “ Oons I are you asleep, llory I” 
Before I had time to reply, Don Bodrigo, with un- 
common eagerness of voice and look, pronounced, 
“J’ray, captain, wind is the young gentleman’s 
name?” — “ Jlis name,” said my iinele, “is Koderick 
Ivandoiii.” “ (j raeious Towers !” cried the stranger, 
starting up, — “and his mother’s?” — “Ills mother,” 
answered the captain, amazed, “ was called Char- 
lotte Howling.” “ O bounteous Heaven !” ex- 
claimed Don Todrlgo, springing across the table, 
and clasping me in his arms, “ niy son! my .'jon! 
have I found thee again? — do 1 hold tliee in my 
embrace, after having lost and despaired of seeing 
thee so long?” saying, lie fell upon my neck 
and vvept alord with joy ; while the power of na- 
ture operating strongly in iny breast, 1 was lost in 
rapture, and while he jin'ssed me to his heart, let 
fall a shower of t.'ars into his bosom. His utter- 
ance was choked up a good while by the agitation 
of bis soul. At length he l)roke out into, “ Myste- 
rious Trovi'lence! --() niy dear C’liarlotte ! there 
yet remains a ])!edge of our love; and such u pledge! 
-—so found I O Infinite Goodness; let me adore 
thy all-wise decrees !” Having thus ex])ressed 
himself, he kneeled upon the lloor, lifted up his 
eyes and hands to heaven, and remained some 
minutes in a silent ecstasy of devotion. 1 put mj- 
self in th<* same ])osture, adored the All-good Dis- 
poser in a prayer of mental thanksgiving; and 
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage to iii> 
father, and craved his jiareiital blessing. He 
hugged me again with unutterable fondness, and 
having implored the protection of Heaven upon 
my liead, raised me from the ground, and presented 
me as liis son to the company, who wept in concert 
over this affecting scene. Among the rest, my 
uncle did not fail to discover the goodness and joy 
of his heart. Albeit unused to the meltinij mood, lie 
hluhliered with great tenderness, and wringing my 
father's hand, cried “ Brother l^andoni. I’m re- 
joiced to see you — God be praised for this happy 
meeting.” Don Kodrigo, imderstandiiig that ho 
was his brother-in-law', embraced him affectionately, 
saying, “ Are you my Charlotte’s brother ? — Alas ! 
unhajipy (ffiarlotte ! but why should 1 repine ? we 
shall liieet again never more to part ! — Brother, 
you are truly welcome. — 1 )ear son, lam transported 
with unspeakable joy ! — Tliis day is a jubilee — my 
friends and servants shall share my satisfaction.” 


While he despatched messengers to the gentle, 
men in the neighbourhood, to announce this event, 
and gave orders for a grand entertainment, I was 
so much affected with the tumults of passion which 
assailed me on this great, sudden, and unexpected 
occasion, that I fell sick, fevered, and in less than 
three hours became quite delirious *, so that the 
preparations were countennanded, and tlie joy of 
the family converted into grief and despair. Phy- 
sicians were instantly cidled , 1 was plentifully 
blooded in the foot, my lower extremities were 
bathed in a decoction of salutiferous herbs ; in ten 
hours after I was taken ill I enjoyed a critical 
sweat, and next day felt no remains of the distem- 
per, but an agreeable lassitude, which did not 
hinder me from getting up. During the progress 
of this fever, which from the term of its duration, 
is called ephemera, my father never once quitted 
my bedside, but administered the prescriptions of 
the physicians with the most pious care ; while 
Captain Bowling manifested his concern by the 
like attendance. I no sooner found myself de- 
livered from the disease, than I bethought myself 
of my honest friend. Strap ; and resolving to 
tnake him happy forthwith in the knowledge of 
my good fortune, told my father in general, tliat I 
had been infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent, 
and begged he would indulge me so far as to send 
for him, w ithout letting him know my happiness, 
until he could receive an account of it from my 
ow'n mouth. 

INIy rcijuest was instantly complied with, and a 
messenger with a spare mule dctaclied to the ship, 
carrying orders from the captain to the mate to 
send the stew'ard by the bearer. My health being, 
in the mean time, re-established, and my mind 
composed, I began to relish this important turn of 
my fortune, in reflecting upon the advantages with 
w hich it must be attended ; and as the idea of my 
lovely Narcissa always joined itself to every sceiu* 
of happiness 1 could imagine, I entertained myself 
now' with tlie prospect of possessing her in thaldis- 
linguislied s])]u.iv to which she was entitled bj her 
birth and qualifications. Having often mentioned 
her name while 1 was deprived of my senses, my 
father guessed that there was an intimate connexion 
between us, and discovering the picture w hich Imng 
in my bosom by a ribbon, did not doubt that it 
was the resemblance of my amiable mistress. In 
this belief he was confirmed by my unch*, w bo told 
him that it was the picture of a young vvoman, to 
whom 1 was under promise of marriagi*. Alarmed 
at this piece of information, Don liodrigo took 
the first ojiport unity of questioning me about the 
particulars of this affair, which w'hen 1 liad candidly 
recounted, he apjiroved of my passion, and pro- 
mised to contribute all in his power towards its 
success. Though 1 never doubted his generosity, 
1 was transported on this occasion, and throwing 
myself at Iiis feet, told him, lie had now completed 
Illy happiness ; for, w ithout the possession of Nar- 
cissa, I should he niiserabk* among all the pleasures 
of life. He raised me with a smile of paternal 
fondness ; said, that he knew' w hat it was to be in 
love ; and observed, that if he had been as tenderly 
beloved by his father as I was by mine, he should 
not now' perhaps have cause — here he was inter- 
rupted by a sigh, th(‘ tear rushed into his eye, he 
suppressed the dictates of his grief, and the time 
being opportune, desired me to relate the passages 
of my life, w hich my uncle had told him were 
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manifold and surprising. 1 recounted the most 
material circumstances of my fortune, to which he, 
listened with wonder and attention, manifesting 
from time to time those dilferent emotions which 
my diflei-ent situations may be supposed to ha^’^e 
raised in a parent’s breast, and, when my detail 
was ended, blessed God for the adversity I had 
undergone, which, he said, enlarg(“d the under- 
standing, improved the heart, steeled the constitu- 
tion, and qualified a young man for all the duties 
and enjoyments of life, iniicli better than any edu- 
cation which affluence could bestow. 

When I had thus satisfied Iiis curiosity, I dis- 
covered an inclination to hear the particulars of 
his story, which he gratified, by beginning with hii 
marriage, and proceeded to the day of his disap- 
pearing, as J have related in the first part of my 
memoirs. “ C.'areless of life,” continued he, “ and 
unable to live in a place where every object recalled 
the memory of my dear ( 'harlotte, whom 1 had lost 
through the barbarity of an unnatural parent, I 
took my leave of you, Tiiy child, then an infant, 
with a heart full of unutterable woe, but little sus- 
pecting that my fath r s unkindness would have 
descended to my innocent orphan ; and setting out 
alone at midnight lor the nearest sea-port, early 
next morning got on board a ship, bound as I hail 
lieard for France, and bargaining with the master 
for my passage, bade a long adieu to my native 
country, and put to sea with the first fair wind, 
'riie phiee of our destination was Granville ; but 
we had the misfortune to run upon a I’idge of rocks 
near the Island of Alderney, called the (kiskets, 
where the sea running high, the .ship went to 
pieces, the boat sunk along-side, and every soul on 
board perished, except myself, w'ho, by the assist- 
anc(* of a grating, got ashore on the coast of Nor- 
mandy. 1 went directly to Caen, where I was so 
lucky as to meet w ith a count, wdiom 1 had formerly 
known in m\ travels. With this gentleman J set 
out for J’aris, wduTC T was recommended by him 
and other Irieiids as a tutor to a young nobleman, 
wdiora T accompanied to the court of Spain. There 
we remained a whole year, at the end (ff which my 
pupil being recalled liy his father, 1 quitted my 
office, and staid behind, by the advice of a certain 
Sjianish grandee, who took me into his protection, 
and introduced me to another nobleman, who w^as 
afterwards created viei roy of Fern. He insisted 
on my attending him to liis government in the 
indies, where, however, by reason of my religion, 
it was not in his pow cr to make my fortune any 
other w'ay than by encouraging me to trade, which 
I had not long prosecuted, wdicn my patron died, 
and 1 found myself in the midst of strangers, wdthont 
one friend to support or protect me. Urged by this 
consideration, 1 sold my effects, and removed to 
this country, the governor of whicli, having been 
appointed by the viceroy, was my intimate ac- 
quaintance. Here has heaven prospered my endea- 
vours, during a residence of sixteen years, in which 
my tranquillity w'as never invaded, but by the re- 
membrance of your mother, wliose death I have in 
secret mourned w ithout ceasing, and the reflection 
of \ on, who^e fate 1 could never learn, notwith- 
standing all my enquiries, by means of rny friends 
in France, wdio, after the most strict examination, 
could give me no other aeeouni, than that you 
went abroad six years ago, and w'as nevc'r after 
heard of. I could not rest satisfied with this im- 
perfect information, and though my liopi* of finding , 


j^ou was but languid, resolved to go in quest of you 
in person ; for whioli purpose, I have remitted to 
Holland the value of twenty thousand pounds, and 
am in possession of fifteen thousand more, with 
which I intended to embark myself on board of 
Captain Bowling, before T discovered this amazing 
stroke of Frovidenee, which you may be sure has 

)t altered my intention.” 

My father lun big entertained us with this agree- 
able sketch of his life, withdrew, in order to relieve 
Don Antonio, who, in his absence, had done the 
honours of his house ; and I Avas just dressed for 
my appearance among the guests, when Strap 
arrived from tin* ship. 

He no sooner entered the grand apartment in 
which T was, and saw the magiiificenee of my ap- 
parel, than his speech Avas lost in amazement, and 
he gaped in silence at the objects that surrounded 
him. I took him by the hand, observed that I had 
sent for him to he a witness and sharer of my liap- 
j)iiu‘ss, and told him T had found a father. At these 
Avords he started, and after having continued some 
minutes an ith his inout h and eyes w ide open, cried, 
“vMia! — odd, 1 know what! go thy Avays, jioor 
hiarcissa, and go thy w'ays, somebody else — an ell — 
l..ord, what a thing is love ! — God help us ! are all 
our mad pranks and protestations come to this ? 
and haAC you fixed your habitation in this distant 
land? God prosper youJ — 1 find avc must j)art at 
last — for I would not leave my poor carcass so far 
from my native home for all the wealth in the 
iiniATrse !” With these ejaculations, he began to 
sob and make Avry faces; upon which I assured 
him of his mistaki*, both in regard to Narcissa, and 
my staying at Faragnay, and informed him, as 
briefly as 1 could, of the gnsit event which had 
happened. Nev<‘r was rapture more liidieronsly 
exfiressed, than in the behaviour of this Avoilhy 
creature, Avho cri(‘d, lauglu'd, Avhistled, sung, and 
danced all in a breath. His transport was scarce 
over, when my father enten*d, vho no sooner 
understood that this was Strap, than he took him 
by the hand, saying, ‘"Is this the honest man, Avho 
befriended jou so nuich in yonr distress? you are 
welcome to my Louse, and 1 aviII soon put it in the 
power of my son to rcAvard you for your good 
oflices in his heludf ; in the mean time, go Avith ns, 
and partake of the r(*past that is provided.” Strap, 
wdld as he w^as witli joy, ANould by no means accept 
of the preferred honour, it\ mg, “ God forbid! — 

I know my distance — your Avorshij) shall excuse 
me.” And Don Bodrigo flnding liis modesty in- 
vincible, recoiiimended him to his major domo, to 
he treated with the utmost respect; while he 
carried me into a large saloon, where I was pre- 
sented to a nninerous company, w’ho loaded me 
with eonijilinients and caress(‘s, and congratulated 
my father in terms not proper for me to repeat. 

Without specifying the particulars of our enter- 
tainment, let it suffice to say, it w as at the same time 
jlegarit and sumptuous, and the rejoicings lasted two 
days. After which, Don Bodrigo settled his affairs, 
coiiAXTted his effects into silver and gold, visited 
and took leave of all his friends, w'ho w-ere grieved 
it his departure, and honoured me w ith consider- 
ihle presents ; and coming on hoard of my uncle’s 
;hip, with the first favourable Aviiid avc sailed from 
-he Bio de la Flata, and in tAvo months came safe 
to an anchor in the harbour of Kingston, in the 
Island of Jamaica. 
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CHAPTER Lxvn. 

1 visit my old Friend Thomson — We set sail for Europe — 
Meet with an odd Adventure — Arrive in England — I ride 
across the Country from Portsmouth to Suhsex— Conveisc 
with Mis. Sagely, who informs me of Narcissa’s being in 
London — In Consequence of this Intelligence, 1 proceed 
to Canterbury — Meet with my old Friend Morgan — Arrive 
at London — Visit Narcissa — Introduce my Father to her — 
He IS charmed with her good Sense and Beauty — We conic 
to a Determination of demanding her Brother’s Consent 
to our Marriage. 

T INQUIRED, as soon as I got asliorc, about iny 
gentirous companion, IVIr. Thomson ; and hcaritig 
that he lived in a flourishing condition upon the 
estate left him by his wife’s father, who had been 
dead some years, I took horse immediately, with 
the consent of Don Rodrigo, who had heard me 
mention him with great regard, and in a few hours 
reached the place of his habitation. 

I should much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thom- 
son’s sentiments, to say barely be M*as glad to see 
me. He felt all that the most sensible and dis- 
interested friendship could ieel on this occasion ; 
introduced me to his wife, a very amiable young 
lady, who had already blessed him with t\vo fine 
children ; and being as yet ignorant of my cireiiiri- 
staneos, frankly oflered me tin* assistance of liis 
purse and interest. I thaiikisl him for his generous 
intention, and made him ae<iu.uiited with my situa- 
tion, on wliieh he congratulated me witn great jo}, 
and after I had staid with him a whole day and 
night, accompanied me back to Kingston, to wait 
upon my father, whom he invited to Ins house. 
Don liodrigo eonijilied with his reipiest, and, having 
been handsomely entertained during the space of a 
week, returned e\treniel> well satisfied with the 
beliaMoiir of my friend and his lad\, to whom, at 
parting, lie presented a \eiw xaliiabL- diamond nng, 
as a token of his esteem. I)nriiig the coin se of m\ 
conversation AMth Mr. Thomson, he gave me to 
nuderstaiul, that his and luy old eominauder, ('ap- 
tain Oakum, was dead some months; and that, im- 
mediately afti'r Ills deatl), a discovery had been made 
of some valuable eflects that he had feloniously 
secreted out of a prize, by the assistance of Doctor 
Macksliaiie, Axlio Avas now aetuallA in prison on that 
account, and being destitute of friends, sub.si.sted 
solely on the ehaiit) of my friend, whose bounty 
be had implored in the most abject niaiiiier, after 
having been the barbarous occasion of driving him 
to that terrible extremity on board of the Thumler, 
which we lla^e tormerly related. AVliatsoever ibis 
AATeteb might have been guilty of, 1 applauded Mr. 
'riumison’s generosity towards him in his distress, 
which Airoiiglit so mueh upon me also, that I sent 
him ten pistoles, in such a pri\nite manner, that he 
could never know bis benefactor. 

While my father and 1 w ere caressed among the 
gentlemen on .shore, (.'aptaiii Bowling had w’^ritten 
to his oAviier.s, by the packet, wliieh sailed a few 
days after our arrival, signifying his prosperous 
Aoyage liitherto, and desiring them to insure his 
ship and cargo homeward-bound; after which pre- 
caution, he applied himself so heartily to the task 
of loading liis ship, that, Avith the assistance of j\Ir. 
Thomson, she was full in less than six weeks. This 
kind gentleman likew ise procured for Don Kodrigo 
bills upon Loudon for the greatest part of liis gold 
and silver, by wdiieli means it was secured against 
the risk of the seas and the enemy ; and, before we 
sailed, supplied us with such large quantities of all 


kinds of stock, that not only wc, but the ship’s 
Acompany, fared sumptuously during the yoyage. 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave of 
our kind entertainers, and, going on board at Port 
Jtoyal, set sail for England on the first day of June, 
We beat up to w'indward, with tine easy weather; 
and one night, believing ourselves near Cape Tihe- 
rooii, lay to, with an intention to wood and water 
next morning in the hay. While we remained in 
this situation, a sailor, having drank more new rum 
than he could carry, staggered overboard, and not- 
withstanding all the means that could he used to 
prcsiTve liim, went to the bottom and disappeared. 
About two hours after this melancholy accident 
happened, as 1 enjoyed the cool air on the quarter 
deck, 1 heard a Aoice rising, as it were, out of the 
sea, and calling, “Ho, the ship, ahoy !” Upon which 
one of the men upon the forecastle, crie^ “I’ll he 
d — ned, if that an’t Jack Marlinspiko, who w^ent 
overboard !” Kot a little surprised at this event, 1 
jumped into the boat that lay along-side, Avitli the 
second mate and four men, and, rowing towards the 
place from av hence the voice (w'hieh repeated the 
hail) se<‘Tued to proceed, w’o jicrceived something 
floating upon the water; Avhen we had rowed a 
little farther, A\e discerned it to he a man riding 
upon a hencoop, who, seeing us approach, pro- 
nounced Avith a hoarse voice, “ D — n your bloods’. 
Avhy <lid you not answer when I hailed?” Our 
mate, who Avas a veritable seaman, hearing this 
.salute, said, “By (i — , my lads, this is none of our 
man. This is the devil — pull aAvay for the shi]).” 
Tlie fellows oh(*yed his command, without question, 
and were already some fathoms on oiir return, when 
I insisted on their taking up the poor creature, and 
]nv\ ailed uj)on them to go hack to the wreck; 
which when Ave came near the second time, and 
signified our intention, we received an answer of, 
“ A\asl, avast,— AA hat ship, brother?” Being satis- 
fied in this particular, he cried, “D — n the ship, 1 
A\as ill hopes it had been my own — whore are you 
hound ?” We s itisfied his curiosity in this particular 
too ; upon w hich he sutfered hiiii.self to he taken 
on hoard, and, after having been comforted aa itli a 
dram, told us, he belonged to the Vesnvio man-of- 
AA ar, upon a cruise oft’ the island of Hispaniola ; he 
had fallen overboard about four and tAventy hours 
ago, and tlie shij) being under sail, they did not 
choose to bring to, hut tossed a hencoop overboard 
for his eoiiAenience, upon AAhieli he was in good 
hopes of reaching the C’ape next inorniiig ; how- 
soincA'er, he Avas as well content to he a-hoard cf 
us, because he did not doubt that w e should meet 
his ship ; and, if he had gone ashtAre in the hay . ho 
might have been taken prisoner by' the French. 
My uncle and father Avere very ninch diA’crtcd w illi 
the account of this fellow’s uni'oneerned behaviour; 
and, in two days, meeting Avith the Vesnvio, as he 
expected, sent him on hoard of her, according to 
his desire. 

Having heat up successfully the Windward Pas- 
sage, we stretched to the northward, and falling in 
with a w’csterly wind, in eight weeks arrWed in 
soundings, and in two day s after made the Lizard. 
It is impossible to express tin* joy I felt at the 
sight of English ground ! Don Rodrigo was not 
unmoA’ed, and Strap shed tears of gladness. The 
sailors ]>rofited by our satisfaction ; the shoe that 
was nailed to the mast being quite filled with oui 
liberality. My uncle resolved to run up into tht 
Downs at once; hut the wind shifting when wi 
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▼ere abreast of the Me of Wight, he vas obliged Ber\ mts, but abused one another in the grosseet 
to turn into St. Helen’s, and come to Spithead, ta terms. 

the great mortification of the crew, thirty of whom 'I’his good old gentlewoman, to give me a con- 
were immediately pressed on hoard of a man-of- vincingproofofmydearNarcissasuiiaJteramelove, 

gratified me with a sight of the last letter she had 
favoured her with, in which X was mentioned with 


war. 

My father and I went ashore immediately at 
Portsmouth, leaving Strap witli the captain to go 
round with the ship and take care of our eft‘t‘Cts ; 
and 1 discovered so much impatience to see my 
charming Narcissji, that my father j)ermitted me to 
ride across the country to her brother’s house; 
while he should hire a j)ost chaise for London, 
where he would wait for me at a place to which 1 
directed him. 

Pired with all the eagerness of passion, I took 
post that very night, and in the morning reaehed 
an inn, about three miles from the squire’s habita- 
tion; here I remained till next morning, allaying 
the torture of my impatience with the rapturous 
hope of seeing that divine creature, after an absence 
of eighteen months, which, far from impairing, had 
raised my love to the most exalted ])itch ! either 
were my reflections free from apprehensions, that 
sometimes intervened in spite of all my hope, and 
represented her as having yielded to the impor- 
tunity of her brother, and blessed the arms of an 
happy rival. My thoughts were even maddened 
with the fear of her death ; and when I arrived in 
the dark at the. house of Mrs. Sagely, I had not for 
some time courage to desire admUlaiiee, lest my 
soul should be shocked w'ith dismal tidings. i\t 
length, however, 1 knocked, and no sooner certified 
the good gen tlew Oman of my voice, than she opened 
the door and received me with a most aflcctionate 
embrace, that brought tears into her aged e}es. 
“I^or Heaven’s sake! dear mother,” cried I, “tell 
me, how is Narcissa? is she the sam<‘ tliat I left 
her?” She blessed my ears witli saving, “She is 
as beautiful, in as good liealtl', and as mueli yours 
as ever.” Transported at this assurance, T begged 
to know if T could not see her that \ery night; 
when this sage matron gave me to understand that 
my mistress was in London, and tliat things v.ere 
strangely altered in tlie stpiireVi bouse since my de- 
parture ; that he had been married a whole year to 
Melinda, who at first found means to wean his at- 
tention so much from X^^arcissa, that he became 
quite careless of that lovely sister, comforting him- 
self with the clause in his father’s W'ill, by which 
she should forfeit her fortune by marrying without 
his consent ; that my mistress, being but indift'erently 
treated by her sister-iii-law, liad made use of her 
freedom some months ago, and gone to town, where 
she was lodged with Miss Williams, in expectation 
of iny arrival; and had been pestered with the 
addresses of Lord Quiverwit, who, finding her heart 
engaged, had fallen upon a great many shifts to 
persuade her that I was dead -, but finding all his 
artifices unsuccessful, and despairing of gaining her 
affection, he had consoled himself for her indif- 
ference, by marrying another lad^ some weeks ago, 
who had already left him on account of some family 
uneasiness, llesides this interesting information, 
she told me, that there was not a great deal of har- 
mony between Melinda and the squire, who was so 
much disgusted at the number of gallants who 
continued to hover about her even after marriage, 
that he had hurried her down into the country, 
much against her own inclination, where their 
mutual animosities had risen to such a height, 
that they preserved no decency before company or 


so much honour, tenderness, and concern, that my 
soul was fired with impatience, and I determined to 
ride all night, that I miglit have it the sooner in my 
power to make her happy. Mrs. Sagely perceiving 
my eagerness, and her matenial affection being 
equally divided betw^ecn Narcissa and me, begged 
leave to remind me of the sentiments with which I 
went abroad, that woidd not permit me for any 
selfish gratification to prejudice the fortune of that 
amiable young lady, who must entirely depend ujk)!! 
me, after having bestowed herself in marriage. I 
thanked her for her kind concern, and as briefly as 
possible described my flourishing situation, which 
afforded this humane person infinite wonder and 
satisfaction. 1 told her, that now I had an opportunity 
to manifest my gratitude for the obligations I ow ed, 
I would endeavour to make her old age comfortable 
and easy ; as a step to wdiieh, I proposed she should 
come and live with Narcissa and me. This venerable 
gentlewoman was so much affected w ith my words, 
that the tears ran dowm her ancient cheeks ; she 
thanked Heaven that 1 had not belied the presages 
she had made, on her first acquaintance with me ; 
acknowdedging my generosity, as she called it, in 
the most elegant and pathetic expressions; hut 
declined my j)roposal, on account of her attaebnient 
to the dear melancholy cottage where she had 
so peacefully consumed her solitary widowhood, 
ifinding her immovable on this subject, I insisted 
on her j;cee])tiTig a ])resent of thirty guineas, and 
took my h'are, resolving to accommodate liei* witli 
the same sum aimuull}, for the more comfortable 
aupp-ort of tl'<‘ infirmities of old age. 

Having rode all night, I found myself at (’anter- 
bury in the morning, where T alighted to j)roeure 
fresh h(H’ses ; and, as 1 walked into the inn, perceived 
an apotbe<*ary's shop on the other side of the street, 
with the name of Morgan over tlu' door. Alarmed 
at this discovery, I could not help thinking that my 
old messmate had settled in this place ; and, upon 
inquiry, found iny conjecture true, and tliat he was 
married lately to a w idow' in that city, by whom he 
had got tliree thousand pounds. Lejoieed at this 
intelligenc(‘, I went to Ins simp as soon as it was 
open, and found my friend heliiiid the counter, busy 
iu preparing a glyster. 1 saluted him at entrance, 
with “ Your servant, Mr. Morgan.” Upon which 
he looked at me, and replying, “ Your most liumblc 
servant, goot sir!” rubbed his ingredients iu the 
mortar, without any emotion ; “ What!” said J, 

“ Morgan, have you forgot your old messmate?” 
At these words, he looked up again, and starting, 
cried, “As (Jot is my— sure it cannot — yes, by my 
sulfation, I pelieve it is my dear fri(*nd Mr. liantom.” 
He was no sooner convinced of my identity, than 
he threw down the pestle, overset the mortar, and 
jumping over the board, swept up the contents wdih 
his clothes, flew about my neck, hugged me affec- 
tionately, and daubed me all over with turpentine 
and the yolks of eggs, which he had been mixing 
when I came in. Our mutual congratulations 
being over, he told me, that he found himself a 
widower upon his return from the West Indies; 
that he had got interest to be appointed surgeon of a 
man-of-war, in wliich capacity he had served some 


A\ 
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years, until lie rnarricd an apothecary’s widow, with 
whom he now enjoyed a pretty good sum of money, 
peace and quiet, and an indifferent good trade. He 
was very desirous of hearing my adventures, which 
I assured him 1 had not time to relate, hut told him 
in general, my circumstances were very good, and 
that I hoped to see him when 1 should not he in 
such a hurry as at present. He insisted, however, 
i on ray staying breakfast, and introduced me to his 
* wife, who seemed to be a decent sensible woman, 
pretty well stricken in years. In the course of our 
conversation, he showed the sleeve buttons 1 had 
exchanged with him at our parting in the West 
Judies, and was not a little proud to see that 1 had 
preserved his with the same care. When T informed 
him of Macksliane’s condition, he seemed at first 
to exult over his distress; but, after a little re- 
collection, said, “ Well, he has jiaid for his malice, 
J forgife him, and may Got forgife him likewise.” 
He expressed great concern for the soul of Captain 
Oakum, which he believed was now gnashing its 
t(‘eth ; but it was some time before 1 could convince 
liiin of Thomson’s being alive, at whose good 
fortune, nevertheless, he was extremely glad. 

Having renewed our protestations of friendship, t 
bade the honest Welshman and his spouse farewell, 
and taking post hors(‘s, arrived at London that same 
night, where 1 found my father in good health, to 
whom r imparted what I had learned of Narcissa. 
Tills indulgent [larent ajijiri’ved of my intention of 
marrying her, (‘ven wuthoul a ibrtuin', provided her 
hrotln'p’s consent eould not he obtained ; promised 
to make over to me in a few' days a sufficiency to 
maintain her in a fashionable manner, and ex- 
pressed a desire of seeing this amiahU* creatUiV, who 
Jiad captivated me sonuieli. As i had not slept the 
night before, and was besides fatigiu'd with my 
journey, I found myself under a necessity of taking 
some lepose, and went to bed accordingly ; next 
morning about ten o’clock, took a oliair, and ac- 
cording to J\lrs. Sagcly's directions, wont to my 
charmer’s lodgings, and inquired for Miss Williams. 
I luul not waited in the parlour longer than a 
minute, wdieii this young wuMinm entered, and no 
sooner perceived me, than slu‘ shrieked and ran 
backward; hut T got between l.er and the door, 

I and clasiiing licr in in y arms, brought her to her.self 
with ail embrace, “(food Heaven,” cried she, 
“ Mr. Random, is it you indeed? my mistress will 
run distracted wdlhjoy.” I told her, it was from 
an apprehension that my sudden appearai>cc might 
have some bail effect on m v dear MarcivSsa, that T 
Jliad desired to sec her first, in order to concert some 
(method of acquainting her mistress gradually with 
liny arrival. She a])proved of my cmiduct, and, 
affer having yielded to the suggestions of her own 
Iriendship, in asking if my voyage had been suecess- 
lul, charged herself witli that office, and left me 
glowing with desire of seeing and embracing the 
object of my love. In a very little time I heard 
boinehody come down stairs in haste, and the voice 
of my angel pronounce, with an eager tone, “ () 
Heaven! is it possible ! where is he ?^’ How were 
niy faculties aroused at tliis W'(*ll-known .sound ! 
and how was my soul transjiorted, when .she broke 
in upon my view, in all the bloom of ripimed beauty ! 
(jrmre was mull hvr stvps^ heaven mher eyi\ in every 
gesture diynity and love ! — You whose souls are 
susceptible of the most delicate impressions, whose 
tender bosoms have felt the affecting vicissitudes of 
love, who have suffered an absence of eighteen 


long months from the dear object of your hope, and 
found at your return the melting fair, as kind and 
as constant as your heart could wish, do me justice 
on this occasion, and conceive what unutterable 
rapture possessed us hotli, while we flew into each 
other’s arms! This was no time for speech, — 
locked in a mutual embrace, we continued some 
minutes in a silent trance of joy ! — When I thus 
encircled all that my soul held dear, while I hung 
over her beauties,— beheld her eyes sparkle, and 
every feature flush wdth virtuous fondness ; when I 
saw her enchanting bosom heave with undissembled 
rapture, and knew myself the happy cause — 
Heavens ! what was my situation ! I am tempted 
to commit my paper to the flames, and to renounce 
my pen for ever, because its most ardent and lucky 
expression so poorly describes the emotions of my 
soul. “ (.) adorable Narcissa,” cried 1 ; “ O miracle 
of beauty, love, and truth ! I at last fold thee in my 
anns! 1 at last can call thee mine! No jealous 
brother shall thwart our happiness again ; fortune 
hatii at lengtli recompensed me for all my sufferings, 
and enabled me to do justice to my love.” 'I'he dear 
creature smiled ineffably channing, and with a look 
of bewitching tenderness, said, “And shall we 
never part again?” “Never,” I replied, “thou 
wondrous pattern of all earthly perfection ! never, 
until death shall divide us I By this ambrosial kiss, 
a thousand times more fragrant than the breeze 
that sweeps tlie orauge grove, I never more will 
leave thee !” 

As my first transport abated, my passion grew 
turbulent and unruly. I was giddy v ith standing 
on the brink of hlis.s, and all my virtue and phi- 
losophy >> ere scarce sufficient to restrain the inor- 
dinijoj sallies of desire. Narcissa perceived the 
conffict within me, and, with her usual dignity of 
prudence, called off my imagination from the object 
in view, ami V ith eager expressions of interested 
curiosity, desired to know the particulars of my 
voyage. In tiiis 1 gratified her inclination, bring- 
ing my story don n to the present hour. IShe was 
iiitinitely surprised at the circumstance of my find- 
ing my father, n hieh brought tears into her lovely 
eves. She was transported at liearing that he ap- 
proved my flame, discovered a longing desire of 
being introduced to him, congratulated herself and 
me upon my good fortune, and observed tliat this 
great and imexj)i*eted stroke of fate seemed to have 
been brought about by the immediali* direction of 
I’rovidence. Having entertained oursehes some 
hours with tlie genuine effusions of our souls, I 
obtained her consent to complete my happiness as 
soon as iiiy father should judge il t)ro])er, and 
applying ^vltll iny own hands a valuable necklace, 
composed of diamonds and amethysts set alter- 
nately, which an old Spanish lady at I’araguayhad 
presented me with, I took my leave, promising to 
retuni in the afternoon with IJon Jtodngo. When 
I went home, this generous parent imiuired very 
affectionately about the health of my dear Narcissa, 
to whom that I might he the more apT<*eahle, he 
put into my hand a deed, by which i found myself 
in possession of fifteen thousand pounds, exclusive 
of the profits of my own merchandise, which 
amounted to three thousand more. After dinner I 
accompanied him to the lodging of my mistress, 
who, being dressed for the occasion, made a most 
dazzling appearance. I could iierceive him struck 
with her figure, which 1 really think was the most 
beautiful that over was created under the sun. He 
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embraced her tenderly, and told her he was proud 
of having a son who had a spirit to attempt, and 
qualifications to engage the affections of sucli a fine 
lady. She blushed at this compliment, and with 
eyes full of the softest languishnieiit turned upon 
me, said, she should have been unworthy of Mr. 
Random’s attention, had she been blind to his extra- 
ordinary merit. I made no other answer than a 
low bow. My father, sighing, pronounced, “ Such 
once was my (Charlotte I” while the tear rushed into 
his eye, and the tender heart of Narcissa manifested 
itself in two precious drops of sympathy, which, 
but for liis j>resence, I would have kissed away. 
Without repeating the particulars of our conversa- 
tion, I shall only observe, that Ihm Rodrigo was as 
much charmed Avith lier good sense as with her 
appearance ; and she was no less pleased Avith his 
understanding and polite address. It was deter- 
mined that he should write to the squire, signifying 
his approbation of my passion for his sister, and 
offering a settlement which he should have no 
reason to reject ; and that, if he should refuse the 
proposal, we would crown our mutual wishes with- 
out any farther regard to his Avill. 

CTTArTEK LXVIir. 

My Father makes a rrt-seiit to Narcussa — The Letter is de- 
spatched to licr Itrothei — 1 appear uinoii}? my Acquaint- 
ance — Banter’s Behaviour — The Sejuire ictuses his Consent 
—My Uncle conies to Town — Approves of my Choice— I 
am Married— We meet the Squire and liis Lady at the Flay 
— Our Acquaintance is courted. 

After having spent the evening to the satisfaction 
of sill present, my father addressed himself thus to 
Narcissa, “Madam, give me leave to consider you 
hereafter as my daughter, in w'hich capacity 1 in- 
sist upon your accepting this first instance of my 
paternal duty and affection.” With these words lie 
put into her hand a bank note of 5U0/., which she 
no sooner examined, than, with a low curtsey, she 
replied, “ Dear sir, though T have not the least 
oijeasion for this supply, 1 have too great a venera- 
tion for you to refuse this proof of your generosity 
and esteem, which 1 the more freely receive, be- 
cause 1 already look upon JNlr. Randonrs interest 
as inseparably connected with mine.” He Avas 
extremely well pleased with her frank and ingenu- 
ous reply ; uiion which Ave saluted, and wished her 
good night. The letter, at my reiiuesl, was de- 
spatched to Sussex hy an express, and in the mean- 
time, Don Rodrigo, to grace my nuptials, hired a 
ready furnished house, and set up a very handsome 
cquijiage. 

"J’hough I passed the greatest part of the day 
with the darling of my soul, J found leisure some- 
times to be among my Ibriger aeijuaintance, who 
w ere astonished at the magnificence of my appear- 
ance. Ranter, in particular, was confounded at the 
Strange vicissitudes of my fortune, the causes of 
which he endeavoured in vain to discover, until I 
thought fit to disclose the whole secret of my last 
voyage, partly in consideration of our former inti- 
macy, and partly to prevent unfavourable conjectures 
which he and others, in all probability, Avould hav^e 
made in regard to my circumstances. He professed 
great satisfaction at this piece of news, and I had 
no cause to believe him insincere, when I con- 
sidered that he would now look upon himself as 
acquitted of the debt he owed me, and at tlie same 
time flatter himself with hopes of borrowing more. 


I carried him home to dinner with me, and my 
father liked his conversation so much, that, upon 
hearing his difficulties, he desired me to accommo- 
date him for the present, and inquire if he w'ould 
accept of a commission in the army, towards the 
purchase of which he would willingly lend him 
money. Accordingly, I gave my friend an oppor- 
tunity of being alone with me, when, as I expected, 
he told me that he was just on the point of being 
reconciled to an old ricli uncle, whose heir he was, 
but AA^anted a few ])ieees for immediate expense, 
w hich he desired 1 would lend him, and take liis 
bond for the whole. His demand was limited to ten 
guineas ; and when T put tw'enty into his hand, he 
stared at me for some moments ; then putting it into 
his purse, said, “Ay, ’tis all one, — you shall have the 
whole in a very short time.” When 1 had taken his 
note, to saA^e tlui expense of a bond, I expressed 
sonu* surprise that a fellow of his spirit should loiter 
aAvay his time in idleness, and asked why he did 
not choose to make his fortune in the army ? 
“ What !” said he, “ throAV away my money ujiun a 
subaltern's commission, to be under the command 
of a parcel of scoundrels, who luiA’^e raised them- 
selves above me by the most infamous jiracliees ! 
No, I Jove indepoiideney too Avell to sacrifice my 
life, health, and pleasure, for such a pitiful con- 
sideration.” Finding him averse to this w^ay of 
life, I changed the subject, and returned to Don 
Rodrigo, who had just received the following 
opi.stle from the squire. 

“ Sia,— ConcciniiiK letter which 1 received, .subscrihed 
R Baiiduin, this is tiie answer. As for aou, [ know nothing 
of you. Your son. or pn'fended son, I have seen; — if he 
marries my sister, at his peril be it, 1 do dcelaie, ihat he 
shall not hciA'c one lartliing of her tortunc, whith heconie* 
my property, if she takes a husband without my cuiuietit. 
Your settlement, I do hidieve, is all a sham, and yoursell no 
better than you should he, hut if you had all the wealth of 
the Indies, your sou shall never match in our family, w'ith 
the consent of “Orson TopehaVi..” 

My father was not much surjirised at this polite 
letter, after having heard the character of the 
author ; and as for me, 1 wuis even ph'ased at his 
refusal, because J noAV had an opjiortunity of show- 
ing my disinterested love. Ry his jierniission 1 
waited on my charmer ; and, having imparted the 
contents of lier brotlu^r’s letter, at which she w ept 
bitterly, in spite of all my consolation and caresses, 
the time of our marriage was fixed at the distance 
of two days. During this interA'al, in which my 
soul w'us Avouiid uj) to the last strideh of rapturous 
expectation, Narcissa endeavoured to reconcile some 
of her relations in town to her marriage with me ; 
hut, finding them all deaf to her remonstrances, 
either out of envy or prejudice, she told me with 
the most enchanting sweetness, while the tears be- 
dcAA ed her lovely cheeks, “ vSure the world will no 
longer ijuestion your generosity, when you take a 
poor forlorn beggar to your anus.” Affected with 
her sorrow, I jircssed the fair mourner to my 
breast, and swore that she w as more dear and wel- 
come on that account, because she had sacrificed 
her friends and fortune to her love for me. JMy 
uncle, tor whose character blie had a great venera- 
tion, being by this time come to town, I introduced 
him to my bride ; and although he Avas not very 
much subject to refined sensations, he Avas struck 
dmiil) willi admiration at her beauty. After having 
kissed and gazed at her for some time, he turned to 
me, saying, “ Odds bobs, Rory I here’s a notable 
[irize, iiuhed, finely built and gloriously rigged^ 
i’faith ! if she an’t well maimed when you have the 
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command of liicr, sirrah, you dcsers^e to go to sea 
in a cockle shell. No offence, 1 hope, niece ; you 
must not mind what 1 say, being, as the saying is, 
a ])lain seafaring man ; thof, mayhap, I have as 
much regard for you as another.” She received 
him with great civility, told him she had longed a 
great while to see a person to whom she was so 
much indebted for his generosity to Mr. Random; 
that she looked upon him as her uncle, by which 
name she begged leave to call him for the future ; 
and that she was very sun* he could say nothing 
that would give her the least offence. The honest 
captain was transported at her courteous behaviour, 
and insisted upon giving her away at the ceremony, 
swearing that he loved her as well as if she was his 
own child, and that he would give two thousand 
guineas to the first fruit of our love, as soon as it 
could srpieak. Everything being prepared for the 
solemnization of our nuptials, which were to be 
performed privately at my father’s house, the 
auspicious hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my 
uncle w ent in the coach to fetch the bride and Miss 
Williams ; leaving me with a parson, Ranter, and 
Strap, neither of whom had as yet seen my charm- 
ing mistress. My faithful valet, who was on the 
rack of impatience to behold a lady of Avhom he 
had heard so mueb, no sooner understood that the 
ooaeh was returned, than lu* jilaeed liimself at a 
W'iiidoAV to have a peep at her as she alighted ; and 
when he saw' her, clapped his hands togeth(‘r, 
turn(‘d up the wdiite of his eyes, and, w'itli his inoutli 
wide open, remained in a sort of ecstasy, which 
broke out into “O J)ca cc/tc! quah.^ ui KuroUv 
rqns^ ant per jtKja ()/nthi\ cxetcct Diafia choiosT 
'I’he doctor and Ranter Averc surprisi'd to hear my 
man speak Latin ; hut when my father led Nareissa 
into the room, the object of their admiration Avas 
soon changed, as ajipeared in tin* countenances of 
botli. Indeed, they must have been the most in- 
sensible of all beings, could they have beheld, 
w’itliout emotion, the divine creature that ap- 
proached ! She was dressed in a sack of Avbitc 
satin, embroidered on the breast w'itli gold ; the 
crowm of her head Avas covered w ith a small F rench 
cap, from whence descended lu'r beautiful hair in 
ringlets that w'aved upon her snowy neck, which 
dlgnifi('d the necklace 1 had given her; lier looks 
glowed W'itli modesty and love ; and her bosom, 
tlirough the veil of gauze that shaded it, aft*ord(‘d ii 
jirospect of Elysium ! 1 received this inestimahle 

gift of Providence as became me; and in a little time 
the clergyman did liis office, my uncle, at his own 
earn(‘st request, acting the part of a father to my dear 
Nareissa, who trembled very much, and had scarce 
s])irits sufficient to sup])ort her under this great 
cliange of situation. Soon as slie was mine by the 
laws of heaven and earth, 1 printed a burning kiss 
njion her lips, my fatlier embraced her tenderly, 
niy uncle liugged her with great affection, and J 
presented her to my friend Ranter, w'ho saluted her 
in a A'cry polite manner; Miss Williams hung 
round lier neck, and wept plentifully ; wdiile Straj> 
fell upon his knees, and begged to kiss his lady’s 
hand, which she presented with great affability. J 
shall not pretend to describe my own feelings at 
this juncture ; let it suffice to say, that, after having 
supped and entertained ourselves till ten o’clock, I 
cautioned my Nareissa against exposing her health 
by sitting up too late, and she was prevailed upon 
to withdraw with her maid to an apartment destined 
for us. When she left the room, her face was 


overspread with a blush that set all my blood in a 
state of fermentation, and made CA'ery pulse heat 
with tenfold vigour ! She was so cruel as to let me 
remain in this condition a full half hour; when no 
longer able to restrain iny impatience, I broke from 
the company, hurst into her chamber, pushed out 
her confidant, locked the door, and found her — O 
heaven and earth ! — a feast, a thousand times more 
delicious than my most sanguine hope presaged ! — 
Rut let me not profane the chaste mysteries of 
Hymen. 1 was the happiest of men ! 

In the morning I was w'aked by three or four 
drums, which Ranter had placed under the win- 
dow; upon which 1 w'ithdrew the curtain, and 
enjoyed the unsiieakahle satisfaction of contem- 
plating those angelic channs, which were now in 
my possession ! JJeaut// which, whelhcr sleeping or 
(two he, shot forth peculiar graces! The light dart- 
ing upon my Nareissa’s eyes, she awoke also, and, 
recollecting her situation, hid her blushes in my 
hosorn. I was distracted with joy ! 1 could not 

believe the evidence of my senses, and looked upon 
all that had happened as the fictions of a dream I 
In the meantime my uncle knocked at the door, 
and hade me turn out, for I had had a long spell. 

1 rose accordingly, and sent NIiss W^illiams to her 
mistress, myself receiving the congratulations of 
Captain RoAvling, Avlio rallied me in his sea ])hrase 
with great success. In less than an hour J)on 
Rodrigo led my wife in to breakfast, v^J)ere she re- 
cciaW the eoinpliinents of the eompaiiy on lier 
looks, Avhich, they Siiid, if jiossihle, A\ere iinjiroved 
by matrimony. As her delicate ears Avere offended 
with none of those indecent ainhiguities vhicli are 
too oft(‘n spoke on sueli occasions, she hehuvod 
with dignity, nnaffeeted modesty, and I'ase; and, 
as a testiiuony of nij* affeetion and esteem, I pre- 
sented her, in presenei* of them all, Avith a deed, by 
which I settled tin* A\hole fortune 1 was possessed 
of on her and her heirs f'or ever. Fhe aeci*pted it 
WMth a glance of most tender acknowledgmiuit, 
ohserA t*d, that she could not he surprised at aiiy- 
thingof this kind I should do, and desired iny father 
to take the trouble of ket‘ping it, saying, “Next to 
my OAvn JMr. Random, you are the person in w hom 
I ought to huA'c the greatest eonlidenee.” C’liarmed 
with her prudent and ingenuous manner of pro- 
ceeding, he took the paper, and assured her tliat it 
should not lose its value while* in his custody. 

As we had not many visits to give and receive, 
the little time Ave staid in town was spent in going 
to public diversions, Avhere 1 have the auiiua to 
think Nareissa Ava.s seldom eclipsed. One night in 
particular, we had sent our footman to keep one of 
the stage boxes, which we no sooner entered, than 
w'c perceived in the opposite box the squire and his 
lady, who seemed not a little surprised at seeing us. 

1 was pleased at this opportunity of confronting 
them; the more, because Melinda was robbed of 
all her admirers by my wife, A^ho haiipcned that 
night to outshine her sister both in beauty and 
dress. She w'as piqued at Narcissa’s victory, tossed 
her head a thousand different ways, flirted lier fan, 
looked at us with disdain, then whispered to her 
husband, and broke out into an affected giggle ; 
hut all arts proved ineffectual, either to discompose 
Mrs. Random, or to conceal her owm mortification, 
wliieh at lengtli forced her away long before the 
play W'as dime. The news of our marriage being 
spread with many circumstances to our disadvan- 
tage, by the industry of this malignant creature, a 
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rortaiu set of persons, fond of scandal, Wgau to 
inquire into the particulars of my fortune, which 
they no sooner understood to he independent, than 
the tab.es were turned, and our acquaintance courted 
as much as it had been despised before. But bfar- 
cissa had too much dignity of pride to encourage 
this change of conduct cspeciall in her relations, 
whom she could never he prev led upon to see, 
after the malicious reports they bad raised to her 
prejudice. 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

My Father intends to revisit the Flare of his Nativity — We 
promise to acrompany tiim— My Uncle renews his Wilt in 
my favour, detenmninRto ro to Sea a^ain — We set out for 
Scotland— Arrive at Edinburgh— Purchase our Paternal 
Estate — Proceed to it — Halt at the Town where I was edu- 
cated — Take up my Bond to Crab — The Behaviour of 
Potion and his Wife, aiul one of my female Cousins — Our 
Reception at the Estate— Strap marries Miss Williams, and 
is settled by my Father to his own satisfaction — I am more 
and more Kappy. 

Mv fiither intending to revisit his native country, 
and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother’s 
grave, Narcissa and I resolved to accompany him 
in the execution of his pious office, and accordingly 
prepared for the journey ; in whieli, however, my 
uncle would not engage, being resolved to try lus 
fortune once more at sea. lii the meantime he re- 
newed his will in favour of my wdfe and me, and 
deposited it in the hands of his hrother-in-iaw. 
While I, that I might not he wanting to my ov/ii 
interest, summoned the s<iuire to produce his 
father’s will at Doctor's Conimoiis, and emjiioyed a 
proctor to manage the affair in my ahseriee. 

Every thing being thus settled, we look leave of 
all our friends in ]>ondon, and set for Scotbnd, 
J)on Rodrigo, Narcissa, Miss 'Williams, and I, in 
the coach, and Strap with two nun in livery on 
horseback. As we made easy stages, r.iy <*harnier 
held it out very well till we arrived at Edinburgh, 
where we jiroposod to rest ourselves some weeks. 

Here Don llodrigA having intelligence that the 
fox-hunter bad spent his estate, which was to he 
exposed to sale by public auction, he determined 
to make a purchase of the spot where he was born, 
and actually bought all the land that belonged to 
his father. 

In a few days after this bargain was made, we 
left Edinburgh, in order to go and take possession ; 
and, by the way, lialted one night in that town 
where 1 was educated. Upon inquiry, I found 
that Mr. Crab was dead; whereupon I sent for his 
executor, paid the sum 1 owed, with interest, and 
took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his w'ife, hearing 
of our arrival, had the assurance to come to the 
inn where we lodged, and send up their names, 
w ith a desire of being permitted to pay their re- 
spects to my father and me ; but their sordid be- 
haviour towards me, w hen 1 was an orjihan, had 
made too deej) an impression on my mind, to be 
effaced by this mean mercenary piece of conde- 
scension. J therefore rejected their message with 
disdain, and hade Strap tell them, that father 
and 1 desired to have no communication wuth such 
low-minded wretches as they were. 

Th(‘y had not been gone half an hour, when a 
woman, without any ceremony, opened the door of 
the room wlierc we sat, and, making tow^ards my 
fatlier, accosted him with, “ Uncle, your servant — 


I am glad to sec you.” This was no other than one 
of my female cousins, moutionedin the first part of 
my memoirs, to whom Dim Bodrigo replied, “Pray, 
who arc you, madam?” “01” cried she, “my 
cousin Rory there knows me very well. — Don’t 
you remember me, Rory !” “Yes, madam,” said 
1 ; “ for my own part, 1 shall never forget you. Sir, 
this is one of the young ladies, who, as I formerly 
told you, treated me so humanely in my childhood I” 
When 1 pronounced these words, my father’s re- 
sentment glowed in his visage, and he ordered her 
to he gone, with such a commanding aspect, that 
she retired in a fright, muttering curses as she 
w'cntdown stairs. "We afterwards learned that she 
was married to an ensign, who had already spent 
all her fortune ; and that her sister had bore a child 
to her mother’s footman, who is now her husband, 
and keeps a petty ale-house in the country. 

The fame of our flourishing condition having 
arrived at this place before us, we got notice that 
the magistrates intended next day to compliment us 
with the freedom of their town ; upon wliich my 
father, considering their complaisance in the right 
point of view, ordered the horses to the coach 
early in the morning. 

We proceeded to our estate, which lay about 
twenty miles from this place ; and w^hen we came 
within half a league of the house, were met by a 
prodigious numher of poor tenants, men, women, 
and children, who testified their joy by loud accla- 
mations, and accompimied our coach to the gale. 
As there is no part of the world in which iho pea- 
sants are more attached to their lords than in t^cot- 
land, we were almost devoim'd by tlieir alVeetion. 
My father had always been their favourite, and 
jiow that lie ap])eared their master, after having 
been thought dead so long, their joy broke out into 
a tliousand extravagances. Whmi we entered the 
coiirt-yurck we were surrounded by a vast number, 
who crow di*d together so closely to see ns, that se- 
veral were in danger of being squeezed to death ; 
those wlio were near Don Rodrigo fell upon their 
kness, and kissed his hand, or the hem of his gar- 
ment, praying aloud lor long life and prosperity to 
him; others approached Narcissa and me in the 
same manne? ; while the rest clapped their hands 
at a distance, and invoked Heaven to shower its 
choicest blessings on our heads! In short, the 
whole scene, tliough rude, was so affecting, that the 
gentle partner of my hi’art wept over it, and my 
father himself could not refrain from dropping a 
tear. 

Having welcomed his daughter and me to his 
house, he ordered some bullocks to he killed, and 
some hogsheads of ale to he brought from tbc neigh- 
bouring village, to ri'gale these honest people, who 
had not enjoyed such a holiday for many years 
before. 

Next day wt were visited by the gentlemen in 
the neighhourbood, most of tliem our relations, one 
of whom brouglit along w’itb him my cousin the 
fox-hunter, who had stajed at liis house since he 
was obliged to leave his own. My father was gen- 
erous enough to receive him kindly, and even pro- 
mi.se to purchase for him a commission in the army, 
for which he expressed great thankfulness and joy. 

My charming Narcissa was universally admired 
and loved for her beauty, affability, and good sense*, 
and so well pleased with the situation of the place, 
and the company round, that slie has not as yet dis- 
covered tlie least desire of changing her habitation. 
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We had not been many days settled, when I 
prevailed upon my father to pay a visit to the 
village where 1 had been at school. Here we were 
received by the princij)al inhabitants, who enter- 
tained us in the church, where Mr. Syntax the 
schoolmaster, my tyrant being dead, pronounced a 
Latin oration in honour of our family. And none 
exerted themselves more than Strap’s father and 
relations, who looked upon the honest valet as the 
first gentleman of their race, and honoured his 
benefactors accordingly. Having received the 
homage of this j)lace, we retired, leaving forty 
pounds for the benefit of the poor of the parish, 
and that very night, Strap being a little elevated 
with the regard that had been shown to him, 
and to me on his account, ventured to tell me, 
that he had a srieaking kindness for Miss Williams, 
and that, if his lady and 1 would use our interest in 
his behalf, he did not doubt that she would listen 
to his addresses. Surprised at this proposal, I 
asked if he knew the story of tliat unfortunate 
young gentlewoman. Upon which he rejdied, 
“ Yes, yes, I know what you mean — she has been 
unhappy, I grant you— but what of that? I am 
convinced of her reformation ; or else you and my 
good lady would not treat her wdth such respect — 
As for the censure of the world, 1 value it not a 
fig’s end — besides, the world knows nothing of the 
matter.” I commended his philosophy, and inter- 


ested Narcissa In his cause ; who interceded so ef- 
fectually, that, in a little time, Miss Williams 
yielded her consent, and they were married with 
the ai)probation of Don Rodrigo, who gave him 
five huitdred pounds to stock a farm, and made him 
overseer of his estate. My generous bedfellow 
gave her maid the same sum ; so that they live in 
great peace and plenty wdthin half a mile of us, 
and daily put up prayers for our preservatkm. 

If there be such a thing as true happin<||8 on 
earth 1 enjoy it. The impetuous transports of iny 
passion are now settled and mellowed into endear- 
ing fondness and tranquillity of love, rooted by 
that intimate connexion and interchange of hearts, 
which nought but virtuous wedlock can produce. — 
Fortune seems determined to make ample amends 
lor her former cruelty ; for my proctor writes, that, 
notwithstanding the clause in my father-in-law’s 
will, on which the squire founds his claim, I sliall 
certainly recover my wife’s fortune, in consequence 
of a codicil annexed, w'hicl» explains that clause, 
and limits her restriction to the age of nineteen, 
after which sht‘ was at lu^r own disposal. I would 
have set out for London imniediately after receiving 
this j)iece of intelligence, but my dear angel has 
been qualmish of late, and begins to grow remark- 
ably round in the waist ; so that 1 cannot leave her 
in such an interesting situation, which I hope will 
produce something to crowm my felicity. 


THE 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

At length Peregrine Pickle makes his appearance in a new 
edition, in spite of all the ait and Industry that weie u.scd to 
Btille him in the birth, by certain booksellers and others, who 
were at uncommon pains to misrepresent the work and ca- 
lumniate the author. 

The iierformance was decried as an immoral piece, and a 
scurrilous libel ; the author was charged with having defamed 
the characters of particular persons, to whom he lay under 
considerable obligation ; and some formidable critics de- 
clared, that the book was void of humour, character, and 
sentiment. 

These eharges, had they been supported by proof, would 
have certainly damned the writer and all his works ; and 
even, unsupported as they were, had an unfavourable cflect 
with the public. But, luckily for him, his real character was 
not unknown ; and some readers were determined to judge 
for themselves, rather than trust implicitly to the allegations 
of his enemies. The book was found not altogether unworthy 
of their recommendation ; a very large impression has been 
sold in England ; another was bought up in a neighbouring 
kingdom ; the work has been translated into the French 
language ; and the demand for the original lately increased 
in England. It was the author's duty, therefore, as well as 
his interest, to oblige the public with this edition, which he 
has endeavoured to render less unworthy of their acceptance, 
by retrenching the superfluities of the first, reforming its 
manners, and correcting its expression. Divers uninteresting 
incidents are wliolly supjiresscd. Some humorous scenes 
he has endeavoured to heighten, and he flatters himself that 
be has expunged every adventure, phrase, and insinuation, 
that could be construed by the most delicate reader into a 
trespass upon the rules of decorum. 


He owns, with contrition, that, in one or two instances, he 
gave way too much to the suggestions of personal resentment, 
and represented characters as they appeared to him at that 
time, through the exaggerating medium of prejudice. But 
he has in this impression endeavoured to make atonement 
for these extravagancies. Howsoever he may have erred in 
jioiiit of judgment or discretion, he defies the whole world to 
prove that he was ever guilty of one act of malice, ingrati- 
tude, or dishonour. This declaration he may he permitted 
to make, without incurring the imputation of vanity or pre- 
sumption, considering the numerous shafts of envy, rancour, 
and revenge, that have lately, both in private and in public, 
been levelled at his reputation. 

Note. The two Letters relating to the Memoirs of a Lady of 
Quality, inserted after Chap. LXXX.,tcere sent to the Editor 
by a person of honour. 

CHAPTER L 

An Account of Mr. Gamaliel Pickle — The Disposition of his 
Sister desciihed— He yields to her Solicitations, and retires 
to the Country. 

In a certain county of Enjjland, bounded on one 
side by the sea, and at the distance of one htmdred 
miles from the metropolis, lived Gamaliel l*ickle, 
Esq., the father of that hero whose adventures we 
purpose to record. He w'as the son of a merchant 
in l..ondon, who, like Rome, from small beginning, 
had raised himself to the highest honours of the 
city, and acquired a plentiful fortune, though, to his 
infinite regret, he died before it amounted to a plum, 
conjuring his son, as he respected the last injunction 
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of a parent, to imitate his industry, and adhere 
to his maxims, until he should have made up the 
deficiency, which was a sum considerably less than 
fifteen thousand pounds. 

This pathetic remonstrance had the desired effect 
upon his representative, who spared no pains to 
fulfil the request of the deceased, but exerted all the 
capacity with which nature had endowed him, in 
a series of efforts, which, however, did not succeed ; 
for, 1|f' the time he had been fifteen years in trade, 
he found himself five thousand pounds worse than 
he was when he first took possession of his father’s 
effects ; a circumstance that affected him so nearly, 
,as to detach his inclinations from business, and 
induce him to retire from the world, to some place 
where he might at leisure deplore his misfortunes, 
and, by frugality, secure himself from want, and the 
apprehensions of a jail, with which his imagination 
was incessantly haunted. He was often heard to 
express his fears of coming upon the parish, and to 
bless (xod, that, on account of his having been so 
long a housekeeper, he was entitled to that provision. 
In short, his talents were not naturally active, and 
there was a sort of inconsistency in his character ; 
for, with all the desire of amassing which any citizen 
could possibly entertain, he was encumbered by a 
certain indolence and sluggishness that prevailed 
over every interested consideration, and even 
Hindered him from profiting by the singleness of 
apprehension, and moderation of appetites, which 
have so frequently conduced to the acquisition of 
immense fortunes, qualities which he possessed in 
a very remarkable degree. l*Jature, in all ])ro- 
bability,had mixed little or nothing iuflammalile in 
his composition ; or whatever seeds of excess she 
might have sown within him, were efiectually 
stifled and destroyed by the austerity of his 
education. 

The sallies of his youth, far from being inordinate 
or criminal, never exceeded the bounds of that 
decent jollity, which an extraordinary pot, on 
extraordinary occasions, may be supposed to ha\e 
produced in a club of sedate book-keepers, whose 
imaginations were neither very w arm nor luxuriant. 
Little subject to refined sensations, he was scarce 
ever disturbed with violent emotions of any kind. 
The passion of love never interrupt<‘d Ids tran- 
quillity; and if, as Mr. Creech sajs after Horace, 

“ Not to adniirt* ib all the art I know, 

To make men luipry, ami to keep them so,” 

Mr. Pickle was imdouhtedly possessed of that in- 
valuable secret ; at least he w^as never known to 
betray the fainti'st symptom of traiis[)ort, except 
one evening at the club, where he observed, with 
some demonstrations of vivacity, that he had dined 
ujK)n a delicate loin of veal. 

Notwithstanding this appearance of phlegm, he 
could not help feeling liis disappointments intrude; 
and, upon the failure of a certain underwriter, hy 
which he lost five hundred pounds, declared his 
design of relinquishing business, and retiring to the 
country. In this resolution he was comforted and 
encouraged hy his only sister Mrs. Grizzle, who 
had managed his family since the death of his 
father, and was now in the thirtieth year of her 
maidenhood, with a fortune of five thousand pounds, 
and a large stock of economy and devotion. 

These qualifications, one would think, might 
have been the means of abridging the term of her 
celibacy, as she never expressed any aversion to 
wedlock ; but it seems she was too delicate in her 


choice to find a mate to her inclination in the city 5 
for 1 cannot suppose that she remained so long 
unsolicited, though the charms of her person were 
not altogether enchanting, nor her manner over 
and above agreeable. Exclusive of the very wan 
(not to call It sallow) complexion, which perha])8 
was the effects of her virginity and mortification, 
she had a cast in her eyes that was not at all en- 
gaging, and such an extent of mouth, as no art or 
affectation could contract into any proportionable 
dimension. Tlien lier piety was rather peevish 
than resigned, and did not in the least diminish a 
certain stateliness in her demeanour and eonversa- 
tion, that delighted in communicating the import- 
ance and honour of her family, wliich, by the bye, 
was not to be traced tw'o generations back, hy all 
the power of heraldry or tradition. 

She seemed to have renounced all the ideas she 
had acquired before her father served the oflice of 
slieritt‘;and the era w hich regulated the dates of all 
her observations, was the mayoralty of her papa. 
Nay, so solicitous was this good lady for the sup- 
port and j)ropagation of tlie family name, that, 
siijipressing every selfish motive, she actually pre- 
vailed ujion her brother to combat with his own dis- 
position, and (‘ven surmount it so far, as to declare 
a passion for the person w liom he afterwards w edded, 
as we sliall see in the sequel. Indeed she was the 
spur that instigated him in all his extraordinary 
undertakings; and 1 question whether or not he 
would liave heeu able to disengage liiiiiself from 
that course of life iu wliicli lu* had so long lue- 
elianieally moved, unless he had been roused and 
actuated b) her incessant exhortations. London, 
she observed, was a reeeptuele of iiiicpiity, where 
an honest unsuspecting man was every day in 
danger of fulling a saenfiee to craft ; where inno- 
cence was exjiosed to continual temptations, and 
virtue eternally persecuted by malice and slander ; 
where e\ery tiling was nih'd hy caprice and cor- 
ruption, and merit utterly discouraged and despised. 
This last imputation she iironouneed with such 
emphasis and chagrin, as jilainly denoted how far 
she considered herself as an example of what she 
advanced ; and really the charge was justified by 
the eoiistruetions that w ere put upon her retreat by 
her female friends, who, far irom imputing it to the 
laudable motives that induced her, insinuated, in 
sarcastic coimneiidations, that she had good reason 
to be dissatisfied w ith a place Avhere she had been 
so long ovmlooked ; and that it was certainly her 
wisest course to make her last effort in the country, 
where, in all probability, her talents would he less 
eclip.s(‘d, and her fortune more attractive. 

l»e this as it will, her admonitions, though they 
were powerful enough to convince, would have 
been insufficient to overcome the languor and vis 
incrtifc of her brother, had she not reinforced her 
arguments by calling in question the credit of two 
or three merchants, with whom he was embarked 
in trade. 

Alarmed at these hints of intelligence, he ex- 
erted himself effectually ; he withdrew his money 
from trade, and laying it out in hank stock and 
India bonds, removed to a house in the country, 
which his father had built near the sea-side, for the 
convenience of carrying on a certain branch of 
traffic in which he had been deeply concerned. 

Here then Mr. Jfickle fixed his habitation for 
life, in the six-and-thirtieth year of liis age ; and 
though the pangs he felt at parting with his intimate 
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eompanions, and cjuitting all his former connex- 
ions, were not quite so keen as to produce any 
dangerous disorder in his constitution, he did not 
fail to be extremely disconcerted at his first en- 
trance into a scone of life to which he was totally 
a stranger. Not but that he met with abundance 
of people in the country, who in consideration of 
his fortune, courted his acquaintance, and breathed 
nothing but friendship and hospitality. Yet even 
the trouble of receiving and returning these civili- 
ties, was an intolerable fatigue to a man of his 
habits and disposition. He therefore left the care 
of the ceremonial to his sister, who indulged herself 
in all the pride of formality, while he himself, 
having made a discovery of a public-house in the 
neighbourhood, went thither every evening, and 
enjoyed his pipe and can ; being very well satified 
with the behaviour of the landlord, whose commu- 
nicative temper was a great comfort to his own 
taciturnity ; for he shunned all superfluity of speech, 
as much as he avoided any other unnecessary 
expense. 


CHAPTER IT. 

He Ih nuulc acquainted vith the Characters of Commodore 
Trunnion and his Adherents , meets with them by acci- 
dent, and contracts an Intimacy with that Cuiumandcr. 

Tins loquacious jiuhlican soon gave him sketches 
of all the characters in tlie county, and, among 
others, described that of his next neighbour, Com- 
modore Trunnion, which was altogether singular 
and odd. “ 'fhe (^omntodore and your worship,” 
•did he, “ will in a short time he hand and glove ; 
has a power of money, and spends it like a 
a — that is, in his own w ay — for, to be sure, he 
humoursome, as tin* saving is, and swears 
tliough ril i)e sworn he means no more 
. sucking babe. Lord help us ! it will 

do t’s heart good to hear him tell a 

story, 'e lay alongside of the French, 

yaril-ari t-arm, hoard and hoard, and of 

heaving gi md stinkpots, and grapes, and 

round and o -headed partridges, crow's and 
enrters — Laud aave nierey upon us! he has been 
a great warrior in his time, and lost an eye and a 
eel in the service, 'fhen lie does not live like any 
i-her Christian land-man ; hut keeps garrison in 
his house, as if he were in the midst of his enemies, 
and makes his servants turn out in the night, w^ateh 
and watch, as he calls it, all the year round. 
His habitation is defended by a ditch, over which 
he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted his court- 
yard with patercroes eoutinually loaded with shot, 
under the direction of one Mr. Hatchway, wdio had 
one of his legs shot away, while he acted as lieu- 
tenant on board the commodore's ship ; and now 
being on half pay, lives with him as his corapanion. 
The liciilenant is a very brave man, a great joker, 
and, as the saying is, hath got tlic length of his 
commander’s foot ; though he has another favourite 
in the house, called Tom Pipes, that was his boat- 
swain’s mate, and now keeps the servants in order. 
Tom is a man of few words, but an excellent hand 
at a song concerning the boatswain’s whistle, hussle- 
cap, and chuck-farthing — there is not such anotlier 
pipe in the county. So that the commodore lives 
very happy in his own manner; thof he he 
, sonictimes thrown into perilous passions and quan- 
^darles, by the appUcation of his poor kinsmen, 


whom he can’t abide, because as how some of them 
were the first occasion of his going to sea. Then 
he sweats with agony at the sight of an attorney^ | 
just for all the world, as some people have an anti- 
pathy to a cat ; for it seems he was once at law for 
striking one of his officers, and cast in a swinging 
sum. lie is moreover exceedingly afflicted with 
goblins that disturb his rest, and keep such a 
racket in his house, that you would think, God 
bless us! all the devils in hell had broke loose 
u[)on him. It was no longer ago than last year 
about this time, tliat he was tormented the livelong 
night by two mischievous spirits that got into his 
chamber, and played a thousand pranks about his 
hammock (for there is not one bed within his walls). 
Well, sir, be rung his bell, called up all his servants, 
got lights, and made a thorough search ; hut the 
devil a goblin was to he found. He had no sooner 
turned in again, and the rest of the family gone to 
sleep, than the foul fiends began their game anew. 
The commodore got u]) in the dark, drew his cut- 
lass, and attacked them hotli so manfully, tliat, at 
five minutes, every thing in the apartment went to 
pieces. The lieutenant, hearing the noise, came to 
liis assistance. Tom I*ipes, being told what w as 
the matter, lighted his match, and, going down to 
the yard, fired all the ])atereroes as signals of dis- 
tress. Well, to be sure, the whole jiarish was in a 
pucker; some thought the French had landed; 
others imagined the commodore's house was beset 
by thieves; for my own part, I called up two 
dragoons that are quartered upon me; and they 
swore with deadly oaths, it w^as a gang of smug- 
glers engaged with a party of their regiment, that 
lies in the next village ; and mounting their horses 
like lusty fellow's, rode up into the country as fast as 
their beasts could carry them. Ah, master! these 
are hard times, Avlien an industrious body cannot 
earn his bread without fear of the gallows. Your 
worship’s father, God rest his soul! was a good 
gentleman, and as well respected in this parish as 
e'er a he that w'alks upon neat's leather. And it 
your honour slionld want a small parcel of fine tea, 
or a few ankers of right Nants, I’ll be hound y'ni 
shall be furnished to your heart's content. Rut, us 
I was saying, the hubbub continued till morning, 
w hen the parson being sent for, conjured the si)irits 
into the Red Sea ; and the house has been pretty 
quiet ever since. True it is, JMr. Hatchway makes 
a mock of the whole affair ; and told his coniniander 
in this very blessed spot, that the tw o goblins were 
no other than a couple of jackdaws which had 
fallen down the chimney, and made a flafiping Avith 
their w ings up and down the apartment. Rut the 
commodore, who is very choleric, and does not like 
to be jeered, fell into a main high passion, and 
stormed like a perfect hurricane, swearihg that lie 
knew a devil from a jackdaw as w ell as e’er a man 
in the three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that 
the birds were found, hut denied that they were 
the occasion of the uproar. For my own pait, 
master, 1 believe much may be said on both sides 
of the question, thof, to be sure, the devil is always 
going about, as the saying is.” 

This circumstantial account, extraordinary as it 
was, never altered one feature in the countenance 
of Mr. Pickle, who, having heard it to an end, took 
the pipe from his mouth, saying, with a look of 
infinite sagacity and deliberation, “ T do suppose he 
is of the Cornish Trunnions. What sort of a woman 
is his spouse ?” “ Spouse !” cried the other, “ odds 
M 
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heart 1 I don’t think he would marry the Queen of 
Sheba. Lack>a-day I Sir, he won’t suifer his own 
maids to lie in the garrison, but turns them into an 
out'house every night before the watch is set. 
Bless your honour’s soul, he is, as it were, a very 
oddish kind of a gentleman. Your worship would 
have seen him before now ; for when he is well, he 
and my good master Hatchway come hither every 
evening, and drink a couple of cans of rumbo 
a-piece ; but he has been confined to his house this 
fortnight by a plaguy fit of the gout, which. I’ll 
assure your worship, is a good penny out of my 
pochet.” 

At that instant, Mr. I’ickle’s ears were saluted 
with such a strange noise, as. even discomposed the 
muscles of his face, which gave immediate indica- 
tions of alarm. This composition of notes at first 
resembled the citing of quails and croaking of 
bull-frogs ; but, as it approached nearer, lie could 
distinguish articulate sounds pronounced with great 
violence, in such a cadence as one would expect to 
hear from a human creature scolding through the 
organs of an ass. It was neither speaking nor 
braying, but a surprising mixture of both, emploj^d 
in the utterance of terms absolutely unintelligible 
to our w'ondering merchant, \vho had just opened 
his mouth to express his curiosity, when the land- 
ord, starting up at the well-known sound, cried, 

“ Odds niggers ! there is the commodore with his 
company, as sure as 1 live and with his apron 
began to wipe the dust oft' an elbow-chair placed at 
one side of the fire, and kept sacred for the ease 
and convenience of this infirm commander. While 
he was thus occupied, a voice still more uncouth 
than the fonner, bawled aloud, “ Ho ! the house, a 
hoy !” Upon which the jmblican, clapping a hand to 
each side of his head, with his thumbs fixed to his 
ears, rebellowed in the same tone, which he had 
learned to imitate, “ Hilloah.” ^’he voice again 
exclaimed, “ Have you got an^ attorneys aboard ?” 
and when the landlord replied, “No, no;” this 
man of strange expectation came in, supported by 
his two dependents, and displayed a figure every 
way answerable to the oddity of his character. Tie 
was in stature at least six feet high, though he had 
contracted an habit of stooping, by living so long on 
board ; his complexion was tawny, and his aspect 
rendered hideous by a large scar across his nose, 
and a patch that covered the place of one eye. 
Being seated in his chair with great formality, the 
landlord complimented him upon his being able to 
come abroad again; and having, in a whisper, 
communicated the name of liis fellow guest, whom 
the commodore already knew by rei)ort, went to 
prepare, with all imaginable despatch, the first 
allowance of his favourite liquor, in three separate 
cans, for each was accommodated with his own 
portion apart, while the lieutenant sat down on the 
blind side of his commander; and Tom Pij>es, 
knowing his distance, with great modesty, took his 
station in the rear. After a pause of some minutes, 
the conversation was begun by this ferocious chief, 
who, fixing his eye upon the lieutenant with a stern- 
ness of countenance not to be described, addressed 
him in these words : “ D — n my eyes ! Hatchway, 
I always took you to be a better seaman than to 
overset our chaise in such fair weather. Blood! 
did’nt I tell you we were running bump ashore, 
and bid you set in the lee-brace, and haul upon a 
wind?” “Yes,” replied the other, with an arch 
sneer, “ I do confess as how you did give such orders, 


after you had run us foul of a post, so as that the 
carriage lay along, and could not right herself.** 
“ I run you foul of a post!” cried the commander; 
“d — n my heart I you’re a pretty dog, a n’t you, to 
tell me so aboveboard to my face? Did 1 take 
charge of the chaise ? Did I stand at the helm ?” 
“ No,” answered Hatchway ; “ 1 must confess you 
did not steer ; but hoMsomever, you cunned all the 
way, and so, as you could not see how the land 
lay, being blind of your larboard eye, we were fast 
ashore, before you knew any thing of the matter. 
BilK's, who stood abaft, can testify the truth of 
what I say.” “D — n my limbs!” resumed the 
commodore, “ 1 don’t value what you or I’ipes say a 
rope yarn. You’re a couple of mutinous — I’ll say 
no juore; but you shan’t run your rig upon me, 
d — ^n ye. J am the man that learnt you, Jack 
Hatchway, to splice a rope, and raise a perpen- 
dicular.” 

The lieutenant, who was perfectly well acquainted 
with the trim of liis captain, did not choose to carry 
on the altercation any farther; but, taking up his 
can, drank to the health of the stranger, wlio very 
courteously returned the comiiliment, without, 
however, presuming to join in the conversation, 
which suftered a considerable pause. During this 
interruption, Mr, Ilatehwaj's wit displaced itself 
in several practical jokes u])on the commodore, 
with whom, he knew, it was dangerous to tamper 
in any other way. Being without the sphere of 
his vision, he securely pilfered his tobacco, drank 
liis rumbo, made wry faci‘S, and, to us(* the vulgar 
phrase, cocked liis eye at him, to the no small 
entertainment of the spectators, Mr. Vickie himself 
not excepted, who gave evident tokens of uncom- 
mon satisfaction at the dexterity of this marine 
pantomime. 

Meanwhile, the captain’s choler gradually sub- 
sided, and he was pleased to desire Hatchway, by 
the familiar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to 
read a newspaper that lay on the table before him. 
This task was accordingly undertaken by the lame 
lieutenant, who, among other paragraphs, read that 
which follows, with an elevation of voice that 
seemed to prognosticate something extraordinary r 
“ We are informed, that Admiral Bower will very 
soon he created a British jiecr, for his eminent 
services during the war, particularly in his late en- 
gagement with the French fleet.” Trunnion was 
thunderstruck at this piece of intelligence. The 
mug dropped from his hand, and shivered into a 
thousand pieces ; his eye glistened like that of a 
rattlesnake, and some minutes elapsed before he 
could pronounce, “ Avast ! overhaul that article 
again.” It was no sooner read the second time, 
than smiting the table with his fist, he started up, 
and wutli the most violent emphasis of rage and in- 
dignation, exclaimed, “D — n my heart and liver! 
’tis a land lie, d’ye see ; and 1 will maintain it to be 
a lie, from tlie spritsail-yard to the mizen-topsail- 
haulyards! Blood and thunder! Will Bower a 
peer of this realm ! a fellow of yesterday, tliat scarce 
knows a mast from a manger ; a snotty -nose hoy, 
whom I myself have ordered to the gun, for stealing 
eggs out of the hencoops 1 and I, Hawser Trunnion, 
who commanded a ship before he could keep a 
reckoning, am laid aside, d’ye see, and forgotten ! 
If so be as this he the case, there is a rotten plank 
in our constitution, which ought to be hove down 
and repaired, d — n my eyes ! For my own part, 
d’ye sec, I was none of your guinea pigs ; I did not 
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the service by parliamonteering interest, or 
Pk handsome b — h of a wife. 1 was not hoisted 
E<>ver the bellies of better men, nor strutted athwart 
the quarter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingum- 
bobs at the wrists. ]> — n my limbs! 1 have been 
a hard-working man, and served all offices on 
board from cook’s shifter to the command of a 
vessel. Here, you Tunley, there’s the hand of a 
seaman, you dog.” So saying, he laid hold on the 
landlord’s fist, and honoured him w'ith such a 
squeeze, as compelled him to roar with great voci- 
feration, to the infinite satisfaction of the commo- 
dore, whose features were a little unbended, by this 
aeknowledgjrjent of his vigour ; and he thus juo- 
ceeded in a less outrageous strain : “ They make a 
d — ned noise ab()ut this engagement with the 
Erench ; but, egad ! it was no more than a bumboat 
battl(‘, in comparison with some that 1 have seen. 
There was old Jiook and »lennings, and another 
w horn I’ll be d — ned before 1 name, that knew wdiat 
fighting was. As for my own share, d'ye see, I 
am none of those that halloo in their own com- 
mendation ; but if so be that 1 were minded to 
stand my own trumpeter, some of tliose little fel- 
lows that hold their heads so high, would be taken 
all aback, as the saying is ; they would he ashamed 
to show their colours, d— n my eves! 1 once lay 
eight glasses alongsldie|,^f the Elour de l^ouse, a 
Ereneh man-of-war, though her im'talwas heavier, 
and her eomfilement larger hv an hundred hands 
than mine. You, »]ack Hatchway, d—n ye, what 
d'ye grin at.’ D’ye think 1 tell a story, because 
you never heard it before?” 

Why, look ye, sir,” answered the lieutenant, “1 
am glad to find you can stand your own trumpeter 
on occasion; thof 1 wish }ou would change the 
tune; for that is tlie same jou have been piping 
every w'atch for these ten months past. Tunley 
himself will tell jou, he has heard it five hundred 
times.” “ (fod forgive you, JMr. Hatchway,” said 
the landlord, interrujiting him ; “as I’m an honest 
man and a housekeeper, 1 never heard a s) Ilab of 
the matter.” 

''riiis declaration, though not strictly true, was 
extremely agreeable to IMr. I’runnion, w ho, w ith an 
air of triumph, observed, “Aha! Jack, 1 thought 
J should bring you np, with your jilies and your 
jokes ; but sujipose you had heard it before, is that 
any reason w hy it sliould’nt be told to another per- 
son? 'J’here's the stranger, belike he lias heard it 
five hundred times too; han’t you, brother?” ad- 
dressing himself to ISlr. Pickle; who replied, with 
a look expressing curiosity, “INo, never;” he thus 
went on: “AY ell, you seem to be an honest quiet 
sort of a man ; and therefore you must know, as 1 
said before, I fell in with a Ereneh man-of-war, 
(’ape Einisterre bearing about six leagues on the 
weather bow, and the chase three leagues to lee- 
ward, going before the wind ; whereupon I set my 
studding sails, and, coming up with her, hoisted my 
jack and ensign, and poured in a whole broadside, 
before you could count three rattlins, in the mizen 
shrouds ; for 1 alway s keep » good lookout, and 
love to have the first fire.” “ That I’ll be swoni,” 
said Hatchway ; “for the day we made the Triumph, 
you ordered the men to fire when she was liull-to, 
by the same token we below pointed the guns at a 
flight of gulls ; and 1 won a can of jiunch from the 
gunner, by killing the first bird.” Exasperated at 
sarcasm, he replied with great vehemence, 
“You lie, lubber I d — n your bones ! what business 


have you to come always athwart my hawse in this 
manner? You, Pipes, was upon deck, and can bear 
witness, whether or not I fired too soon. Speak, 
you blood of a — , and that upon the word of a 
8<‘anmn; how did the chase bear of us, when I 
gave or^rs to fire ?” 

I’ipes, who liad hitherto sat silent, being thus 
called upon to give his evidence, after divers strange 
gesticulations, opened his mouth like a gasping cod, 
and with a cadence like that of the east wind sing- 
ing through a cranny, pronounced, “ Half a (juarter 
of a league right upon our lee-beam.” “ Nearer, 
you i)ori>uss-fac’d swab!” cried the commodore, 
“ nearer by twelve fathom.^, but liow*somever, that’s 
enough to prove the falsehood of Hatchway’s jaw 
— and so, brother, d’ye see,” turning to Mr. Pickle, 
“ I lay alongside of the Elour de Louse, yard-arm 
and yard-arm, plying our great guns and small 
arms, and heaving in stink pots, powder-bottles, 
and hand-grenades, till our shot was all expended, 
double-beaded, partridge, and grape ; then we loaded 
with iron crows, marlin spikes, and old nails ; but 
finding the Erenchman took a great deal of drub- 
bing, and that he had shot away all our rigging, 
and killed and w ounded a great number of our men, 
d’ye see, I resolved to run him on board upon his 
quarter, and so ordered our grappUngs to be got 
ready ; but Monsieur, perceiving what we were 
alK)ut, filled his topsails and sheered off, leaving us 
like a log upon the water, and our scuppers running 
with blood.” 

Mr. Pickle and tlie landlord paid such extraor- 
dinary attention to the reht^arsal of this exploit, that 
Tnmnion was encouraged to entertain them with 
more stories of the same nature; after which he 
obseiwed, by way of encomium on the government, 
that all he had gained in the service was a lame 
foot and the loss of an eye. The lieutenant, who 
could noc Ilnd in his heart to lose any opportunity 
of being wdtty at the expense of his commander, 
gave a loose to his satirical talent once more, say- 
ing, “ 1 have heard as how you came by your lame 
I'oot, by having your u])per decks overstowed with 
liquor, w hereby you became crank, and rolled, d’ye 
see, in such a manner, that, by a pitch of the ship, 
>our starboard he(‘l was jammed in one of the 
scuppers; and as for the matter of >our eye, that 
w as knocked out by your own crew when the Light- 
ning w^as paid off. There’s poor Pipes, w lio was 
beaten into all the colours of the rainbow for taking 
your part, and giving \ou time to sheer off; and I 
don’t find as how you have rewarded him according 
as he deserves,” As the commodore could not 
deny the truth of these anecdotes, however un- 
seasonably they were introduced, he affected to 
receive them with good humour, as jokes of the 
lieutenant’s own inventing ; and replied, “ Ay, ay, 
Jack, every body knows your tongue is no slander; 
but, howsomever, I'll work you to an oil for this, you 
dog.” So saying, he lifted up one of his crutches, 
intending to lay it gently across ]Mr. Hatchway’s 
pate; but Jack, with great agility, tilted up his 
w’ooden leg, with which he warded off the blow, to 
the no small admiration of Mr. I’ickle, and utter 
astonishment of the landlord, who, by the by, had 
expressed the same amazement, at the same feat, at 
the same hour, every night for three months before. 
Trunnion then directing his eye to the boatswain’s 
mate, “ You, Pipes,” said he, “do you go about and 
tell people that I did not reward you for standing 
by me, when 1 was hussled by these rebellious rap- 
V 2 
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Bcalhons ; d — u you, han’t you been rated on the indefatigable zeal in behalf of her brother, that 
books ever since ?” Tom, who indeed had no words before they had been three montlis settled in the 
to spare, sat smoking his pipe with great indif- country, the general topic of conversation in the 
ference, and never dreamed of paying any regard neighbourhood, was an intended match between the 


to these interrogations ; which being repeated and 
reinforced with many oaths, that, however, produced 
no effect, the commodore pulled out his purse say- 
ing, “Here, you bitch’s baby, here’s something 
better than a smart ticket!” and threw it at his 
silent deliverer, who received and pocketed his 
bounty, without the least demonstration of surprise 
or satisfaction ; while the donor turning to Afr. 
Pickle, “You see, brother,” said he, “I make good 
the old saying, ‘We sailors get money like horses, 
and spend it like asses ;* come. Pipes, let’s have the 
boatswain’s whistle, and be jovial.” This musician 
accordingly applied to his mouth the silver instru- 
ment that hung at a button hole of his jack(‘t, by 
a chain of the same metal, and, though not quite so 
ravishing as the pipe of Hermes, produced a sound 
so loud and shrill, that the stranger (as it were in- 
stinctively) stopped his ears, to preserve his organs 
of hearing from such a dangerous invasion. I’he 
prelude being thus e^cecuted, l*ipes fixed his eyes 
upon the egg of an ostrich that depended from the 
ceiling, and without once moving them from that 
object, performed the whole cantata in a tone of 
voice that seemed to be the joint issue of an Irish 
bagpipe and a sow-geldcr’s horn ; the commodore, 
the lieutenant, and landlord joined in tlie chorus, 
repeating this elegant stanza, 

Bustle, bustle, brave boys, let us sinp, let us toll. 

And drink all the while, since labour’s the price of our joys 

The third line was no sooner pronounced, than 
the can was lifted to every man’s mouth with ad- 
mirable uniformity ; and the next word taken up 
at the end of their draught with a twang equally 
expressive and harmonious. In short, the com- 
pany began to understand one another ; Air. Pickle 
seemed to relish the entertainment, and a corre- 
spondence immediately commenced between him 
and Trunnion, who .shook him by the hand, drank 
to further acquaintance, and even invited him to a 
mess of pork and peas in the garrison. The com- 
pliment was returned, good Kdlowsbip prevailed, 
and the night was pretty far advanced when the 
merchant’s man arrived with a lanthorn to light his 
master home ; upon which the new friends parted, 
after a mutual promise of meeting next evening in 
the same place. 

CHAPTER Til. 

Mrs. Grizzle exerts hcrbclf in finding a proper Match for her 

Brother; who is arcordingly introduced to the young Lady, 
whom he nu'irrics in due season. 

I HAVE been the more circumstantial in opening 
the character of Trunnion, because he bears a 
considerable share in the course of these memoirs ; 
but now it is high time to resume the consideration 
of Airs. Grizzle, who, since her arrival in the 
country, had been engrossed by a double care, 
namely, that of finding a suitable match for her 
brother, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for herself. 

Neither was this aim the result of any sinister 
or frail suggestion, but the pure dictates of that 
laudable ambition, which prompted her to the pre- 
servation of the family name. Nay, so disinterested 
was she in this pursuit, that, postponing her nearest, 
concem, or at least leaving her own fate to the silent 
operation of her charms, she laboured with such 


rich Air. Pickle and the fair Miss Appleby, daughter 
of a gentleman who lived in the next parish, and 
who, though he had but little fortune to bestow 
upon his children, had (to use his own phrase) 
replenished their veins with some of the best blood 
in the country. 

This young lady, whose character and disposition 
Airs. Grizzle had investigated to her own satis- 
faction, was destined for tlie spouse of Air. Piekle, 
and an overture accordingly made to her father, 
who being oveijoyed at tin* proposal, gave his 
consent without hesitation, and even recommended 
the immediate execution of the project with such 
eagerness, as seemed to indicate either a suspicion ot 
Air. Pickle’s constancy, or a dillidcucc of his own 
daughter’s complexion, which pcrhajis he thought 
too sanguine to keej) much longer cool, ''fhe pre- 
vious point being thus settled, our merehant, at the 
instigation of Airs. Grizzle, went to visit Ins future 
father-in-law, and Avas introdueed to the daughter, 
with M'hom lie had, that same afternoon, an oj)- 
portunity of being alone. What jiassed in that 
interview, I never could learn, though, from the 
character of the builor, the reader may justly con- 
clude, that she was not much teased with the 
rnpertinence of his addresses. He was not, I 
believe, the less welcome for that reason ; certain 
it is, she made no objection to his taciturnity, and 
■when her father communicated his resolution, 
acquiesced with the most pious resignation. Hut 
Airs. Grizzle, in order to give the lady a more 
favourable idea of his intellects than what his 
conversation could possibly inspire, was resolved 
to dictate a letter, Avhich her brother should 
transcribe and transmit to his mistress, as the 
produce of his own understanding, and had actually 
composed a very tender billet for this purpose; 
yet her intention was entirely frustrated by the 
misapprehension of the lover himself, Avho in con- 
sequence of his sister’s repeated admonitions, 
anticipated her scheme, by writing for himself, and 
despatching the letter one afternoon, while Airs. 
Grizzle was visiting at the jiarson’s. 

Neither was this step the elTeet of his vanity or 
precipitation; hut having been often assured by 
Tis sister, that it w'as absolutely necessary for him 
to make a declaration of his love in wa iting, he took 
tliis opportunity of acting in conformity with her 
advice, when his imagination was unengaged or 
undisturbed by any other suggestion, without sus- 
pecting the least that she intended to save him the 
trouble of exercising his own genius. Left, therefore, 
as he imagined, to his own inventions, he sat down 
and produced the following morccau, which was 
transmitted to ATiss Appleby, before bis sister and 
Counsellor had the least intimation of the affair. 

Miss Sai.lt Applebt. 

“Madam, — Understanding you have a parcel of heart, 
warranted sound, to be disposed of, shall be willing to treat 
for said commpdity, on reasonable terms ; doulit not shall 
agree for same , shall wait on you for further information, 
when and where you shall appoint. This the needful from 
“ Yours, &c. “ Gam. Pickle.” 

Tills laconic epistle, simple and unadorned as it 
was, met with as cordial a reception from the 
person to whom it was addressed, as if it had been 
couched in the most elegant terms that delicacy ol 
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. passion and cultivated genius could supply ; nay, I 
ibelieve, was the more welcome, on account of its 

S aercantile plainness : because, when an advan- 
igeoiis match is in view, a sensible woman often 
onsiders the flowery professions and rapturous 
xclainatious of love as ensnaring ambiguities, or 
Mt best impertinent preliminaries, that retard the 
^eaty they are designed to promote ; whereas Mr. 
^^icklc removed all disagreeable uncertainty, by 
descending at once to the n)ost interesting particular. 

^ She had no sooner, as a dutiful child, commu- 
nicated this billet doux to her father, than he, as a 
careful })arent, visited Mr. l*ickle, and, in presence 
of Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal explanation of 
liis sentiments with regard to his daughter Sally. 
Mr, Gamaliel, without any ceremony, assured him 
he had a respect for the young woman, and, with 
his good leave, would take her for better for worse. 
Mr. Appleby, after liaving expressed liis satisfaction 
that he had fixed his affections in his family, 
comforted the lover with the assurance of his being 
agreeable to the young lady, and they forthwith 
proceeded to the articles of the marriage-settlement, 
which being discussed and determined, a lawyer was 
orden'd to engross them; tlie wedding-clothes were 
bought, and, in short, a day ^vas ap})ointed for the 
celebration of their nuptials, to wdiieh every body 
of any fashion in the neighbourhood was invited. 
Among these Commodore 'IVuiinion and Mr. 
Ilatehw'ay WHTe not forgotten, being the sole com- 
panions of the hnd. '’room, w'ith whom, by this 
turn*, they had contracted a sort of intimacy at their 
nocturnal ren(l('z\ ous. 

'J'hey had received a previous Intimation of what 
w'as on tlie utimI from the landlord, liefore Mr. 
Pickle thought proper to declare himself ; in con- 
seipienee of wliiclif the topic of the one-eyed 
commander’s discourse at tlieir meeting, for several 
evenings before, had been the folly and plague of 
matrimony, on which he held foith ^ith great 
veluMiience of abuse, h'velled at tlie fair s(‘x, whom . 
lie represented as devils incarnate, sent from hell 
to torment mankind ; and, in jiarticular, inveighed 
against old maids, for w horn he seeineil to entertain 
a singular aversion; while his friend Jack eontinned 
the truth of all liis allegations, and gratified his 
own malignant vein at the same time, liy eleueliing 
every sentence with a sly joke iijxm the married 
state, built upon some allusion to a ship or sea- 
faring life. He compared a woman to a great gun 
loaded with fire, hriinstont*, and noise, which, being 
violently heated, will hoiinec and fly, and ]>lay the 
devil, if youdoii’t take special eareof her breechings, 
lie said she w'as like a hurricane, that never blows 
from one (piarter, hut veers about to all points of 
the compass. He likened her to a painted galley 
curiously rigged, with a leak in her bold, which 
her husband would never be able to stop. He 
observed that her inclinations were like the Ray of 
Riscay ; for why ? because you may heave your 
deej) sea lead long enough without ever reaching 
tlie bottom. I’liat he who comes to anchor on a 
wife, may find liiinself moored in d —d foul ground, 
and after all, can’t for bis blood slip bis cable ; and 
that, for his own part, thof he might make short 
tri])s for pastime, he would never embark in woman 
on the voyage of life, because be was afraid of 
foundering in the first foul weather. 

In all probability, these insinuations made some 
impression on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who was not 
very much inclined to run great risks of any kind ; 


but the injunctions and importunities of his sistert 
who was bent upon the match, overbalanced the 
opinion of his sea friends, who, finding him deter- 
mined to marry, notwithstanding all the hints of 
caution they liad thrown out, resolved to accept his 
invitation, and honoured his nuptials with their 
presence accordingly. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The behaviour of Mrs. Grizzle at the Wedding, with an ac- 
count of the Guests. 

I HOPE it will not be thought uncharitable, if I ad- 
vance, by way of conjecture, that Mrs. Grizzle, on 
this grand occasion, summoned her whole exertion, 
to play off* the artillery of her charms upon the 
single gentlemen who were invited to the enter- 
tainment. Sure I am, she displayed to the best 
advantage all the engaging qualities she possessed. 
Her affability at dinner was altogether uncommon ; 
her attention to the guests was superfluously hos- 
pitable ; her tongue was sheathed with the most 
agreeable and infantine lisp ; her address was per- 
fectly obliging; and though, conscious of the ex- 
traordinary capacity of her mouth, she would not 
venture to hazard a laugh ; she modelled her lips 
into an enchanting simper, which played upon her 
countenance all day long ; nay, she even jirofited 
by that defect in her vision we have already ob- 
served, and securely contcunplated those features 
which were most to her liking, while the rest of the 
company believed her regards were disposed in a 
<juite contrary direction. With what humility of 
complaisance did she receive the compliments of 
those who could not help praising the elegance of 
the buiKjuet! and how ])iously did she seize that 
opportuuity of commemorating the honours of her 
sire, by observing that it \vas no merit in her to 
understand something of entertainments, as she 
hud occasion to preside at so many, during tlie 
mayoralty of her papa! Far from discovering the 
least symptom of jiride and exultation, when the 
opulence of her family became the subject of con- 
versation, she assumed a severity of countenance ; 
and, after having moralized on the vanity of riches, 
declared, that those who looked upon her us a fortune 
were very much mistaken ; for her father had left 
her no more than poor five thousand pounds, w hich, 
with what little she had saved of the interest since 
his death, was all she had to depend upon. Indeed, 
if she liad placed her chief felicity in wealth, she 
should not have been so forward in destroying her 
own expectations, by advising and promoting the 
event at w hicli they were now^ so happily assem- 
bled ; but she hoped she should always have virtue 
enough to postpone any interested consideration, 
when it should happen to clash with the happiness 
of her friends. Finally, such was her modesty and 
self-denial, that she industriously informed tliose 
whom it might concern, than she w’as no less than 
three years older than the bride ; though had she 
added ten to the reckoning, she would Ivave com- 
mitted no mistake in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to the 
satisfaction of all present, she, in the afternoon, 
regaled them wdth a tunc on the harpsichord, 
accompanied with her voice, w^hich, though not the 
most melodious in the world, I dare say, would 
have been equally at their service, could she have 
vied with Philomel in song ; and as the last effort 
of her complaisance, when dancing was proposed. 
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she was prevailed upon, at the request of her new 
sister, to open the ball in person. 

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure 
in this festival, and almost eclipsed the bride, who, 
far from seeming to dispute the pre-eminence, very 
wisely allowed her to make the best of her talents; 
contenting herself with the lot to which fortune had 
already called her, and which she imagined would 
not be the less desirable, if her sister-in-law were 
detached from the family. 

1 believe I need scarce advertise the reader, that, 
during this whole entertainment, the commodore 
and his lieutenant were quite out of their element ; 
and this, indeed, was the case with the bridegroom 
himself, who, being utterly unacquainted with any 
sort of polite commerce, found himself under a 
very disagreeable restraint during the whole scene. 

Trunnion, who had scarce ever been on shore till 
he was paid off, and never once in his whole life in 
the company of any females above the rank of 
those who herd upon the Point at Portsmouth, was 
more embarrassed about his behaviour, than if he 
had been surrounded at sea by the whole French 
navy. He had never pronounced the word madam 
since he was born ; so that, far from entering into 
conversation with the ladies, he would not even 
return the compliment, or give the least nod of 
civility when they drank to his health ; and 1 verily 
believe, would rather have suficred suffocation, 
than allowed the simple phrase, your scroant, to 
proceed from his mouth. He was altogether as 
inflexible with respect to the attitudes of his body ; 
for, either through obstinacy or bashfulness, he sat 
upright without motion, insomuch that he provoked 
the mirth of a certain wag, who, addressing him- 
self to the lieutenant, asked whether that was the 
commodore himself, or the wooden lion that used 
to stand at his gate ? An image to which, it must 
be owned, Mr. Trunnion’s person bore no faint 
resemblance. 

Mr. Hatchway, who was not (jiiite so unpolished 
as the commodore, and had certain notions that 
soeiiu'd to approacli the ideas of common life, made 
a less uncouth appearance ; but then he was a wit, 
and though ofa very peculiar genius, partook largely 
of that disposition which is common to all wits, who 
never enjoy themselves, exce])t when their talents 
meet with those marks of distinction and venera- 
tion which, in their own opinion, they deserve. 

These circumstances being premised, it is not to 
be wondered at if this triumvirate made no objec- 
tions to the proposal, when some of the grave per- 
sonages of the company made a motion for adjourn- 
ing into another apartment, where they might 
enjoy their pipes and bottles, while the young folks 
indulged themselves in the continuance of their 
own favourite diversion. Thus rescued as it w^ere, 
from a state of annihilation, the first use the two 
lads of the castle made of 'their existence, was to 
ply the bridegroom so hard wdth bumpers, that, in 
less than an hour, he made divers efforts to sing, 
and soon after was carried to bed, deprived 
of all manner of sensation, to the utter disa})|fbint- 
ment of the bri demen and maids, who, by this 
accident, were prevented from throwing the stock- 
ing, and performing certain other ceremonies prac- 
tised on such occasions. As for the bride, she 
bore this misfortune with great good humour ; and 
indeed, on all occasions, behaved like a discreet 
woman, perfectly well acquainted with the nature 
of her own situation. 


CHAPTER V. 

Mrs. Pickle assumes the reins of Government in her own 
Family, Her Si»ter in-Law itndertakes an Enterprise of 
great moment ; but is for some time diverted from her 
Purpose by a very interesting Consideration. 

Whatkvf.r deference, not to say submission, she 
had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before she was so nearly 
allied to her family, she no sooner became Mrs. 
Pickle, than she thought it incumbent upon her to 
act up to the dignity of the character ; and the 
very day after the marriage, ventured to dispute 
with her sister-in-law on the subject of her own 
pedigree, which she affirmed to be more honourable 
in all respects than that of her husband ; observing 
that several younger brothers of her house had 
arrived at the station of Lord Mayor of London, 
which was the highest pitch of greatness that any 
of Mr. Pickle’s predecessors had ever attained. 

This presumption was like a thunderbolt to Mrs. 
Grizzle, who began to perceive that she had not suc- 
ceeded quite so well as she imagined, in selecting 
for her brother a gentle and obedient yokc-fellow, 
who would alw'ays treat her with that profound 
respect which she thought due to her superior 
genius, and be entirely regulated by her advice 
and direction. However, she still continued to 
manage the reins of government in the liouse, 
reprehending the servants as usual ; an office she 
performed with great capacity, and in which she 
seemed to take singular delight, until ^Mrs. Pickle, 
on pretence of consulting her ease, told her one day 
she would take that trouble uj)on herself, and fV 
the future assume the management of her ov » 
family. Nothing could be more mortifying to 
Mrs. Grizzle than such a declaration, to which, 
after a considerable pause, and strange distortion 
of look, she replied, “ I shall ^lever refuse or re- 
pine at any trouble that may conduce to my brother’s 
advantage.” “ Dear Madam,” answered the sister, 
“I am infinitely obliged to your kind concern 
for Mr. Pickle’s interest, which I consider as my 
own, but 1 cannot bear to see yon a sufferer by 
your friendship ; and, therefore, insist upon ex- 
empting you from the fatigue you have borne so 
long.” 

In vain did the other protest that she took plea- 
sure in the task ; Mrs. 1‘ieklc ascribed the assurance 
to her excess of complaisance, and exjiressed such 
tenderness of zeal for her dear sister's liealtli and 
tranquillity, that the reluctant maiden found herself 
obliged to resign her authority, without enjoying 
the least pretext for complaining of her being 
deposed. 

I'his disgrace w as attended by a fit of jieevish 
devotion that lasted three or four weeks ; during 
which period, she had the additional chagrin of 
seeing the young lady gain an ascendancy over the 
mind of her brother, who was persuaded to set uj) 
a gay eipiipage, and improve his housekeeping, by 
an augmentation in his expense, to the am^nt of a 
I thousand a year at least ; though bis alteration in 
I the economy of his household effected no change 
in his own disposition, or manner of life ; for as 
soon as the painful ceremony of receiving and re- 
turning visits was performed, he had n^course again 
to the company of his sea friends, with wliom he 
spent the best part, of his time. But if he was satis- 
fied with his condition, the case was otherwise w'ith 
IMrs. Grizzle, who, finding her importance in the 
family greatly diminished, her attractions neglected 
by all the male sex in the neighbourhood, and the 
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withering hand of time hang threatening over her 
head, began to feel the horror of eternal virginity, 
and, in a sort of desperation, resolved at any rate 
to rescue herself from that uncomfortable situation. 
Thus determined, she formed a plan, the execution 
of which, to a spirit less enterprising and sufficient 
than hers, would have appeared altogether imprac- 
ticable ; this was no other than to make a conquest 
of the commodore’s heart, which the reader will 
easily believe was not very susceptible of tender 
impressions; but, on the contrary, fortified with 
insensibility and prejudice against the charms of 
the whole sex, and particularly prepossessed to the 
prejudice of that class distinguished by the appella- 
tion of old maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was by 
this time unhappily ranked. She, nevertheless, 
took the field, and, having invested this seemingly 
impregnable fortress, began to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother’s, by 
springing certain ensnaring commendations on the 
honesty and sincerity of seafaring p(‘oj)le, ])aying a 
particular attention to his jilate, and affecting a 
simper of approbation at everything he said, which 
by any means she could construe into a joke, or 
with modesty he supposed to hear ; nay, even W'hen 
he left decency on the left hand, wdiich was often 
the ease, she ventured to reprimand his freedom of 
speech with a gracious grin, saying, “Sure you 
gentlemen belonging to the sea have sucli an wld 
w'ay wdth you.” IJut all this complacency was so 
ineffi‘etual, that, far from suspecting the true cause 
of it, the commodore, that very evmiing, at the 
club, in presence of her brother, with whom by this 
time he could take any manner of freedom, did not 
scruple to d—n her for a sijuinting, ]>Iock-faeed, 
cliattering p-»s-kitcheii ; and immediately after 
drank despair to all aid maids. The toast Mr. Pickle 
pledged w ithout the least hesitation, and next day 
intimated to his sister, who bore the indignity with 
surprising resignation, and did not therefore desist 
from her scheme, unpromising as it seemed to l>e, 
until her attention was called off', and engaged in 
another care, which, for some time, interrupted the 
progress of this design. Her sister had not been 
married many months, when she exhibited evident 
symptoms of jiregnancy, to tlie general satisfaction 
of all concerned, and the inexpressible joy of Mrs. 
(jlrizzle, who, as we have already hinted, was more 
interested in the ])reservatioii of tlie family name, 
ihan in any other consideration whatever. She, 
therefore, no sooner discovered appearances to jus- 
tify and confirm her hopes, than, postponing her 
ow n purpose, and laying aside that pique and re- 
sentment she had conceived from the behaviour of 
Mrs. Ifickle, when she superseded her authorit3%or 
perhaps considering her in no other light than that 
of the vehicle which contained and was destined to 
convey her brother’s heir to light, she determined 
to exert her uttermost in nursing, tending, and 
elierlshing lu‘r, during the term of her important 
charge. With this view she purchased Cul]>epper s 
Midwifery, which, with that sagacioas ]>erformauce 
dignified with Aristotle’s name, she studied with 
indefatigable care, and diligently {lerused tliet’oiii- 
plete lioiisewife, together with t^uinej's Ifispeii- 
satory, culling every jelly, marmalade, and conserve 
’which these authors recommend as either salutary 
or toothsome, for the benefit and comfort of her 
sister-ill-law, during her gestation. ISlie restricted 
her from eating roots, pot-herhs, fruit, and all sorts 
of vegetables ; and one day, when Mrs. Pickle had 


plucked a peach with her own hand, and was in the 
very act of putting it between her teeth, Mrs, 
Grizzle perceived the rash attempt, and running up 
to her, fell upon her knees in the garden, entreat- 
ing her, with tears in her eyes, to resist such a 
pernicious appetite. Her request was no sooner 
complied with, than, recollecting that, if her sister’s 
longing was halkei the child might be affected 
witli some disagreeable mark, or deplorable disease, 
she begged as earnestly that she would swallow 
the fruit, and, in the meantime, ran for some cordial 
water of her own composing, which she forced 
upon her sister, as an antidote to the poison she had 
received. 

This excessive zeal and tenderness did not fail to 
be very troublesome to Mrs. Pickle, who having 
revolved divers ])lans for the recovery of her own 
ease, at length deternuned to engage Mrs. GrizzUi 
in such emplojunent as w^ould interrupt that cl{)se 
attendance which she found so teasing and dis- 
agreeable. Neither did she wait long for an oppor- 
tunity of putting her resolution in practice. The 
very next day, a gentleman happening to dine with 
Mr. I’lckie, unfortunately mentioned a pineapple, 
part of which he had eaten a week bi'fore at the 
house of a nobleman w’ho lived in another part of 
the country, at the distance of an hundred miles at 
least. 

The name of this fatal fruit was no sooner pro- 
nouuced than Mrs. Grizzle, who incessantly w^atched 
her sister’s looks, took the alarm, because she 
thought they gave certain indications of curiosity 
and desire ; and, after having observed that she 
herself eouUl never oat pineapples, wlfich wrere alto- 
gether unnatural productions, extorted by the force 
of artificial fire out of filthy manure, asked w’ith a 
faultering voice, if I^Irs. Pickle was not of her way 
of thinking ? This young lady, who w anted neither 
slyness nor penetration, at once divined her mean- 
ing, and replied witli seeming unconcern, that, for 
her ow n part, she should never repine, if there was 
not a pineapple in the universe, provided she could 
indulge lierself with the fruits of her own country. 

This answer w as calculated for the benefit of the 
stranger, who would certainly have suffered for his 
imprudence by the resentment of Mrs. Grizzle, liad 
her sister expressed the least relish for the fruit in 
tiuestion. It had the desired effect, and reesta- 
blished the ])eace of the company, which was not a 
little endang<*red by the gentleman’s want of con- 
sideration. N ext inorning, how ever, after breaklast, 
the pregnant lady, in pursuance of her j)lan, yawned, 
us it were by accident, full in the face of her maiden 
sister, who being infinitely disturbed by this con- 
vulsion, alfinned it w^as a sy mptoiii of longing, and 
insisted upon knowing the object in desire, when 
Mrs. I’iekle, assuming an affected smile, told her 
she had eaten a most delicious pineapple in her 
slei‘p. I'liis declaration was attended w ith an im- 
mediate scream, ntteivd by Mrs. Grizzle, who 
instantly perceiving lier sister surprised at the 
exclamation, clasped her in lu'r arms, and assured 
lier,«W'itli u sort of hysterical laugh, that slie could 
not help screaming with joy, because she had it in 
her pow(*r to gratify her dear sister’s wish ; a lady 
ill the neighbourhood having promised to send her, 
ill a present, a couple of delicate pineapples, which 
she would that very day go in qu€*st of. 

Mrs. Tickle would by no means consent to this 
proposal, on pretence of sparing the other unneces- 
sary fatigue ; and assured h(‘r, that if she had any 
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desire to eat a pineapple, it was so faint, that the 
disappointment could produce no had consequence. 
But this assurance was conveyed in a manner 
(which she knew very well how to adopt) that, 
instead of dissuading, rather stimulated Mrs. Griz- 
zle to set out immediately, not on a visit to that 
lady, whose promise she herself had feigned, with a 
view of consulting her sister’s traiujuillity, but on a 
random search through the whole country for this 
unlucky fruit, which was like to produce so much 
vexation and prejudice to her and her father’s 
house. 

During three whole days and nights did she, 
attended by a valet, ride from place to place with- 
out success, unmindful of her health, and careless 
of her reputation, that began to suffer from the 
nature ot her inquiry, which was pursued with such 
peculiar eagerness and distraction, that every body 
with whom she conversed looked upon her as an 
unhappy person, whose intellects were not a little 
disordered. 

IlafHed in all her researches within thd county, 
she at length resolved to visit that very nobleman, 
at whose house the officious stranger had been, for 
her so unfortunately, regaled, and actually arrived 
in a post-chaise at the place of his habitation, where 
she introduced her business as an affair on which 
the happiness of a whole family depended. By 
virtue of a present to his lordship’s gardener she 
procured the Hesperian fruit, with which she re- 
turned in triumph. 


• CHAPTEU VI. 

Mrs. Grizzle is indefatigable in gratif)ing her Sister's Long- 
ings — Peregrine is born, and managed contrary to the 
directions and nunonstranccs of his Aunt, who is dis- 
gusted upon tliat account, and resumes the plan which she 
had before rejected 

The success of this device would have encouraged 
Mrs. Pickle to practise more of the same sort upon 
her sister-in-hnv, had she not been deterred hy a 
violent fever which seized her zealous ally, in con- 
sequence of the fatigue and uneasiness she had 
uiidcrgone ; which, while it lasted, as effectually 
conduced to her repose, as any other stratagem she 
could invent. But Mrs. Grizzle’s health was no 
sooner restored, than the other, being as much in- 
commoded as ever, Avas obliged, in her own defence, 
to have recourse to some other contrivance; and 
managed her artifices in such a manner, as leaves 
it at this day a doubt whether she was really so 
Avliimsieal and capricious in her appetites as she 
herself pretended to be ; for her longings were not 
restricted to the (lemaiids of tlie palate and stomach, 
but also aff’eeted all the other organs of sense, and 
even invaded her imagination, which at this period 
seemed to be strangely diseased. 

One time she longed to pinch her husband’s ear ; 
and it was with infinite difficulty that his sister 
could prevail upon him to undergo the operation. 
Yet this task Avas easy, in comparison with another 
she undertook for the gratification of Mrs. Pickle's 
unaccountable desire ; which was no other than to 
persuade the commodore to submit his chin to the 
mercy of the big-bellied lady, who ardently wished 
for an opportunity of plucking three black hairs 
from his beard. When this proposal was first com- 
municated to Mr. Trunnion by the husband, his 
answer was nothing but a dreadful effusion of oaths. 


accompanied with such a stare, and delivered in 
such a tone of voice, as terrified the poor heseecher 
into immediate silence ; so that Mrs. Grizzle was 
fain to take the whole enterprise upon herself, and 
next day went to the garrison accordingly, where, 
having obtained entrance by means of the lieu- 
tenant, who, while his commander was asleep, or- 
dered her to he admitted for the joke’s sake, she 
waited patiently till he turned out, and then accosted 
him in the yard, whore he used to perform his 
morning walk. He was thunderstruck at the ap- 
pearance of a woman in a place which he had 
hitherto kept sacred from the Avhole sex, and im- 
mediately began to utter an apostrophe to Tom 
1‘ipes, whose turn it was then to watch ; when 
Mrs. Grizzle, falling on her knees before him, 
conjured him with many jiathctic supplications, to 
hear and grant her request, which was no sooner 
signified, than he hollowed in such an outrageous 
manner, that the whole court re-(‘choed the opyiro- 
brious term bitchy and the word d — lion, which 
he repeated with surprising volubility, without any 
sort of proyiriety or connexion ; and retreated into 
his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee in the 
humble posture she had so unsuccessfully chosen to 
melt his obdurate heart. 

Mortifying as this repulse must have been to a 
lady of her stately disposition, sh? did not relinquish 
her aim, but endeavoured to interest the commo- 
dore’s counsellors and adherents ia her cau.se. 
With this vicAV she solicited the interest of ]\Ir. 
Hatchway, who, being highly pleased with a cir- 
cumstance so productive of iiiirtli and diversion, 
readily entered into her measures, and promised to 
employ his whole influence for her satisfaction , and, 
as for the boatswain’s mate, he Ai as reiidertsl propiti- 
ous hy the prcsent«of a guinea, which she slipped into 
his hand. In short, Mr.s. Grizzle was continually 
engaged in this negotiation foi the sjiaee of ten 
days, during which the commodore Avas so inces- 
santly pestered with her remonstrances, and the 
admonitions of Ins associates, that he SA\ore his 
people had a design uppn his life, which hccomitig 
a burden to him, he at last complied, and Avas con- 
ducted to the scene like a virtim tf) the altar, or 
rather like a reluctant bear, when he is led to tlic 
stake amidst the shouts and cries of butchers and 
their dogs. After all, this victory was not quite so 
decisive as the conipierors imagined ; for the patient 
being set, and the performer jirepared with a yiair 
of pincers, a small difficulty occurred. She could 
'not for some time discern one black hair on the 
whole superficies of Mr. Trunnion’s face; A\’hen 
Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and disconcerted, 
had recourse to a magnifying glass tliat stood upon 
her toilet; and, after a most accurate examination, 
discovered a fibre of a dusky hue, to vrhich the in- 
strument being applied, Mrs. l^ickle pulled it up by 
the roots, to the no small diseomposure of the oAvner, 
who, feeling the smart much more severe than he had 
expected, started up, and swore lie would not part 
with another hair to save them all from d — tion. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted liim to patience and re- 
signation ; Mrs. Grizzle repeated her entreaties 
with great humility ; but finding him deaf to all 
her prayers, and absolutely bent upon leaving the 
house, she clasped his knees, and hogged for the 
love of God, that he would have comjiassion upon 
a distressed family, and endure a little more for the 
sake of the poor infant who would otherwise be horn 
Avilh a grey beard upon its chin. Far from beme 
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melted, he was rather exasperated by this reflection ; 
to which he replied with great indignation, “ D— n 
you for a yaw-siglited b— h ! he’ll be hanged long 
enough before he has any beard at all.” So saying, 
he disengaged himself from her embraces, flung 
out at the door, and halted homewards with such 
surprising speed, that the lieutenant could not over- 
take liim until he had arrived at liis own gate ; and 
Mrs. drizzle was so much affected with his escape, 
that her sister, in ])ure compassion, desired she 
would not afflict herself, ])r()lesting that her owm 
wish was already gratified, for she had ])lucked 
three hairs at once, luuingfrom the beginning been 
dubious of the commodore’s patience. Eut the la- 
bours of tliis assiduous kinswoman did not end wjth 
file achievement ol‘ this adventure; her elo(iuenee 
or industry was emplo\ed witliout ceasing, in tlie 
performaiiee of other tasks imposed by tin* ii»geui- 
ous craft of h<‘r sister-in-law. who, at another time, 
eoneeived an insuppressil)le afleetion fora fricassee 
of frogs, \\ liieh shonkl he the genuine natives of 
France; so that there \uis a neeessit y for desj)ateli- 
iiig a messenger on pur[)ose to that kingdom. JUit, 
as she could not depend njion tin* inti-grit) of any 
eonimon servant, ]\Irs. driz/le undertook that pro- 
vince, and actually set sail ni a euttvr for Jkm- 
logue, from w hence she returnt*d in eight} -and-forty 
hours with a till) liill of those live animals, 'which, 
being dressed aeeordliig to art. lier sist(‘r would not 
taste tbeni, on pretence that her lit of longing was 
past ; but then her inelimitions took a diflerent turn, 
and fixed themselves upon a curious nuplemeut be- 
longing to a bidy of quality in the iieighbourlutod, 
which was reported to be a ver} great curiosity ; 
this was no ollun* than a |)orcelain chamber-pot of 
admirable workmaiisbip, contrned bv the honour- 
able ow ner, who k(‘pt it for her own private use, 
and eherislied it as an utensil of iiu'stimable value. 

Mrs (Jnzyde shuddered at the first bint slie re- 
ceived of her sister's desire to posse, ss this piece of 
furniture, because she knew' it was not to be pur- 
chased ; and tlie kul}'.s character, which was none 
of the most amiable in point of hnmanitv and eon- 
deseensioii, forbade all hopes of borrowing it for a 
season ; she therefore attemiiled to reason down 
this capricious ajijietite, as an extravagance of 
imagination wliicli oiiglit to be combated and re- 
pressed ; and Mrs. Fickle, to all appearance, was 
eonviiieed and satisfied In her arguments and ad- 
'viee ; luit, uevertbeless, could make use of no other 
eoMvenienee, and was threatened with a very dan- 
gerous siqipression. Koused at the ])eril in wbicli 
she sujiposed her to be, Mrs. drizzle flew to the 
lady’s house, aiul, liaviiig olitaiiied a pri\ate au- 
dience, disclosed tlie melaiiclioly situation of her 
sist(‘r, and implored the benevolence of li<*r lady- 
ship ; wlio, contrary to expeetutioii, received her 
very graciously, and consented to indulge Mrs, 
Fiekle’s longing. IMr, Fickle began to be out of 
humour at tlie exjiense to which he was exposed by 
the eajirice of bis w ife, who was lierself alarmed at 
this last accident, anil, for the future, kept her fancy 
within bounds ; insomuch, that, witliout being sub- 
ject to any more extraordinary trouble, J\lrs. (Irizzle 
rea]>ed the loug-wished-for fruits ()f her dearest 
expectation in the birth of a fine hoy, whom her 
sister in a few months brought into the world. 

1 shall omit the description of the rejoicings, 
which wei’c infinite, on this inijiortaiit occasion, and 
only observe, tliat JMrs. Fickle's mother and aunt 
stood godmothers, and tlie commodore assisted at 


the ceremony as godfather to the child, who was 
christened by the name of l*eregrine, in compli- 
ment to the memory of a deceased uncle. Wliile 
the mother was confined to her bed, and incapable 
of maintaining her own authority, Mrs. Grizzle 
took charge of the infant by a doulile claim ; and 
superintended W'itb surprising vigilance the nur.se 
and midwife in all the particulars of tlieir respective 
offices, which were performed by her express di- 
rection. Eut no sooner was Mrs. J^iekle in a condi- 
tion to re-assiime the management of her own affairs, 
than she thought proper to alter certain regulations 
concerning the child, which had obtained in con- 
sequence of her sister’s orders, directing, among 
other innovations, that the bandages with winch 
the infant had been so neatly rolled up, like an 
Egy ptian mummy, should be loosened and laid aside, 
in order to rid nature of all restraint, and gi\e the 
blood free scope to circulate ; and with her owm 
hands she jilunged him headlong every' morning in 
a tub full of eold water. This ojieration seemed so 
barbarous to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that 
she not only opposed it with all her eloquence, 
shedding ahundance of tears over the sacrifice 
when It w'as made, but took horse immediately, and 
departed for the liabitation of an eminent country 
I»hysieian, whom she consulted in these Asords: 
“I’ray, doctor, is it not both dangerous and cruel to 
be the means of letting a poor tt'uder mlaiit jierish, 
by’ sousing it in water as eold as ice?” Ves,” 
replied the doctor, “doAvuright murder, I affirm.” 
“ 1 see you are a jiersoii of great learning and sa- 
gacity,” said tlie other; “and 1 must beg you auU 
be so good as to signify your opinion in your own 
handwriting.” Tlie doctor immediately eomiilied 
AAitb her reipiest, and expressed himself upon a 
slip of paper to this juiriiose — 

“Tlu'se ire to rorlif} vliom It may roncern, that I lirmly 
hilicvc, and it us in> imalltMahle opinion, that whosnt’^ i r 
lolliMh an inlant peiitih, hy sousing it in cold •\\aici, c^en 
though the said water should not he so cold as ice, is in 
ctKci guiii> ot the murder of the said inlant — as witness 
inj hand. “Cumtit Coiaxisth ” 

I laving obtained this certificate, for wTiieh the 
jihysieiaii was immediately acknowledged, she re- 
turned exulting, and hoping, with such authority, 
to OA'crlhrow all opposition. Accordingly, next 
morning, when her nephcAv was about to undergo 
his diurnal baptism, she jirodueed tlie commi'^sion. 
A^lu*lvby she conceived herself empoAMu ed tooAi’r- 
rule such iiibuman proceedings. Hut she A\as dis- 
appointed in her exjiectatioTi, confident as it was; 
not lliat ISIrs. Fickle pretended to differ in ojiiiiioii 
from Dr. ('oJocynth, “for Avliose cliaraeler and sen- 
timents,” said she, “ 1 have such veneration, that 1 
shall carefully observe tin* caution implied in this 
very certificate, hy'A\liich, far from eoudemning my 
method of practice, he only asserts that killing is 
murder; an asseveration, tlie truth of Avhieh, it is to 
be hoped, I iiCAcr shall dispute.” 

Mrs. Grizzle, Avho, sooth to say, had rather loo 
superficially considered tin* clause by wliieh she 
thought herself authorised, perused the paper with 
more accuracy, and was eonfoimded ;it her oavii 
Avant of jienetration. Yet, thoiigli she Avas confuted, 
she was by no means convinced that her objections 
to the cold hath Avere unreasonable ; on the contrary, 
after having bestowed sundry op])robrioiis epithets 
on the phy sieian, for Ins want of knowledge and 
candour, she protested in the most earnest and 
solemn manner against the pernicious practice of 
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dipping the child ; a piece of cruelty which, with 
God’s assistance, she should never suffer to he in- 
flicted on her own issue ; and washing her hands of 
the melancholy consequence that would certainly 
ensue, shut herself up in her closet, to indulge her 
sorrow and vexation. She was deceived, however, 
in her prognostic. The hoy, instead of declining 
in point of health, seemed to acquire fresh vigour 
from every plunge, as if he had b('en resolved to 
discredit the wisdom and foresight of his aunt, who, 
in all probability, could never forgive him for this 
want of reverence and respect, 'I’liis conjecture is 
founded upon her behaviour to him in the setjud 
of his inflincy, during which she was known to 
torture him more than once, when she had oppor- 
tunities of thrusting pins into his flesh, without any 
danger of being detected. In a w ord, her aflections 
were in a little time altogetluT alienated from this 
hope of her family, whom she abandoned to the 
conduct of his mother, whose province it un- 
doubtedly was to mqiiage the nurture of her own 
child ; while she herself resumed her operations 
upon the commodore, whom she W'as resolved at 
any rate to captivate and enslave. And it must be 
owned that Mrs. Cirizzle’s knowledge of the human 
heart never shone so conspicuous, as in tlie methods 
she pursued for the accomplishment of this im- 
portant aim. 

Through the rough unpolished husk that cased 
the soul of Trunnion, she could easily distinguish 
a large share of that vanity and self-conceit that 
generally predominate even in the most savage 
breast ; and to this she constantly appealed, lii his 
presence she always exclaimed against the craft 
and dishonest dissimulation of the world, and never 
failed of uttering particular invectives against those 
arts of ehicaiiery in which the lawyers are so con- 
versant, to the ])rejiidiee and ruin of their fellow- 
creatures; observing, that, in a sea-faring life, so 
far as she had op])ortunities of judging or being 
informed, there was nothing but friendship, sin- 
cerity, and a hearty contempt for every thing that 
was mean or selfish. 

This kind of conversation, with the assistance of 
certain jiarticular civilities, insensibly made an im- 
pression on the mind of the commodore, and that 
the more effectually, as his former j)n‘possessions 
w'ere built upon very slender foundations. His an- 
tipathy to old maids, w'hieh he had conceived upon 
hearsay, began gradually to diminish, when he 
found they were not quite such infernal animals as 
they liad been represented; and it was not long 
before be was heard to observe at the club, that 
Pickle’s sister had not so much of the core of hitch 
in her as he had imagined. 'I'liis negative compli- 
ment, by the medium of her brother, soon reaelied 
the ears of IMrs. Grizzle, who, thus <*iicouraged, 
redoubled all her arts and attention; so that, in 
less than three months after, lie in the same place 
distinguished her with the ejiithet of a d — ed 
sensible jade. 

Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration, 
which lie feared foreboded something fatal to his 
interest, told his commander, with a sneer, that she 
had sense enough to bring him to under her stern ; 
and he did not doubt but that such an old eraz> 
vessel would he the better for being taken in tow. 
“ Rut, howsomever,” added this arch adviser, “ IM 
have you take care of your iqiper woiks; for if 
once you are made fast to her poop, egad, she’ll 
Bpank it aw ay, and make every beam in your body 


I crack with straining.” Our she-projector’g whole 
' plan had like to have been ruined by the effect 
which this malicious hint had upon Trunnion, 
whose rage and suspicion being wakened at once, 
his colour changed from tawuey to a cadaverous 
pale, and then sliifting to a deep and dusky red, 
such as we sometimes observe in the sky when it is 
replete with thunder, he, after his usual preamble 
of unmeaning oaths, answered in these words: 
“ 1) — n ye, you jury-legged dog, you would give 
all the stowage in your hold to be as sound as 
I am; and as for being taken in tow, d’}e see, 
I’m not so disabled but that 1 cun lie my course, 
and perform my voyag<‘ without any assistance; 
and, egad! no man shall ever see Hawser Trun- 
nion lagging astern in the wake of e’er a b — h in 
('hristeiidom.” 

ISIrs. drizzle, who every morning interrogated 
her brother with regard to the subject-of his over- 
night’s conversation with his friends, soon received 
the unwelcome news of the eommodore’s aversion 
to matrimony ; and, justly imputing the greatest 
part of his disgust to the satirical insinuations of 
Mr. Hatchway, resolved to level this ob.struetion to 
her success, and actually found means to interest 
liiin in lier scheme. She had ind<*ed, on some 
occasions, a particular knack at making converts, 
being probably not iinaeqnainted with that grand 
system of persuasion, whieli is adopted by the 
greatest personages of the age, as fianght with 
maxims much more cflectual tliaii all the eloquence 
of Tully or Demosthenes, even v^hen supported by 
the demonstrations of truth. Besides, IMr. Hatch- 
way’s lidelity to his lu'w ally was eoiiflrmed by bis 
foreseeing in bis captain's marriage an infinite fund 
of gratification for his own cynical disposition, 
'riius, llierefore, eoiuerted and jiroperly cautioned, 
he for tile future suppressed all the virulence of his 
wit against the matrimonial state; and, as he knew 
not how to oyien his mouth in the positive praise of 
any pm’son whatever, took all opportunities of ex- 
cepting Mrs. drizzle by name from the censures 
he liberally bestowed upon the re.st of lier .sex. 
“She is not a drunkard, like Nan ('astiek of Dept- 
ford,” he would say ; “ not a nineoiuiioojN like I 'eg 
Simper of Woolwich ; not a hrmistone, like Kate 
doddle of ('hatham ; nor a shrew, like Nell dnflin 
on the J’oint at Portsmouth (ladies to whom, at 
diftereiit tunes, they had both paid their addresses) ; 
hut a tight, goocl-huiiioiired, sensible A\ench, who 
knows very well bow to box biT com]iass; well 
trimmed aloft, and well sheathed alow, with a good 
cargo under her hatches.” 'I'lie eoinmodore at 
fir.st imagined this comnimidation w^as ironical, but 
iK'aring it repealed again and again, w'as filled 
wutb astonisluueiit at this surprising change in the 
lieutenant's behaviour ; and, after a long fit of 
musing, concluded that Hatchway himself har- 
boured a matrimonial design on the person of Mrs. 
Grizzle. 

Pleased wdtli this conjecture, be rallied .lack in 
his turn, and one night toasted her health as a com- 
pliment to liis passion; a circumstance which the 
lady learned next day by the usual canal of her 
intelligi*iie(‘, and interpreting as the result of his 
own tenderness for her, she congratulated liersidf 
i:j)on the victory she had obtained ; and, thinking 
it iiimecessarv to continue the reserve she had 
hitherto industrionsly afleeted, resolved from that 
day to sweeten her behaviour towards him with 
such a dish of affection, as could not fail to jiersuade 
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him that he had inspired her with a reciprocal 
tiamc. In consequence of this determination, lie 
was invited to dinner, and, w'hilc he staid, treated 
with such cloying; proofs of her reg;ard, that not 
only the rest of the company, hut even Trunnion 
himself, perceived her drift ; and, taking the alarm 
accordingly, could not help exclaiming, “Oho 1 1 
see how the land lies, and if I don’t weather the 
point. I’ll be d — ed.” Having thus expressed him- 
self to his afflicted inamorata, he made the best of 
his way to the garrison, in which he shut himself 
up for the space of ten days, and had no commu- 
nication with his friends and domestics but by looks, 
w^hich were most significantly picturesque. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Divers stratagems are invented ami put in practice, in order 
10 overcome the obstinacy of Trunnion, who at length is 
teased and tortured into the noose of Wedlock. 

This abrupt departure and unkind declanition 
affected Mrs. Grizzle so much, that she fell sick of 
sorrow and mortification ; and, after having con- 
fined herself to her bed for thn‘e days, sent for her 
brother, told liim she iierceived her end drawing 
near, and desired that a lawyer might be brought, 
in onler to write her last will. Mr. Pickle, sur- 
prised at her demand, began to act the part of a 
comforter, assuring her that her distemper was not 
at all dangerous ; and that he would instantly send 
for a physician, wdio would convince her that she 
was in no manner of jcojiardy ; so that there was 
no occasion at pre.sent to employ an officious attor- 
ney in such a melancholy task. Indeed, tliis affec- 
tionate brother was of opinion, that a will was 
altogether superfluous at any rate, as he himself 
was h(‘ir at law to his sister’s whole real and per- 
sonal estate. Rut she insisted upon his coinjili- 
ance with such determined obstinacy, that he could 
no longer resist her importunities ; and a sereviner 
arriving, she dictated and executed her will, in 
which she bequeathed to (Commodore Trunnion 
one thousand pounds, to piireliase a mourning ring, 
wliieli she hoped he would wear as a pledge of her 
friendship and affection. Her brother, tlioiigli he 
did not much relish this testimony of her love, 
nevertheless that same e\eniug gave an account of 
this particular to IMr. Hatchway, who w'as also, as 
Mr. J’ickle assured liim, generously remembered 
by the testatrix. 

llie lieutenant, fraught with tin's piece of intel- 
ligence, watched for an opportunity, and as soon as 
h(‘ perceived the commodore’s features a little un- 
bended from that ferocious ooutraetion they had 
retained so long, ventured to inform liim tliat 
Pickle’s sister lay at tlie point of death, and that 
she had left him a thoiLsand pounds in her will. 
This piece of news overwhelmed him with confu- 
sion, and Mr. Hatchway inqniting his silence to 
remorse, resolved to take advantage of that favour- 
able moment, and counselled him to go and visit 
the poor young woman, who was dying for love of 
him. Rut his admonition hajipened to ho some- 
what unseasonable ; for Trunnion no sooner heard 
him mention the cause of her disorder, than, his 
morosity recurring, he hurst out into a violent fit 
of cursing, and forth w'ltli lietook himself again to 
his hammock, w’herc lie lay utt(‘ring, in a low 
growling tone of voice, a reiietition of oatlis and 
imprecations, for the space of four-and-tweiity 


hoars, without ceasing. This was a delicious meal 
to the lieutenant, who eager to enhance the pleasure 
of the entertainment, and, at the same time, con 
duce to the success of the cause he had espoused, 
invented a stratagem, the execution of wliich had 
all the effect be could desire. He prevailed upon 
Pipes, who was devoted to his service, to get upon 
the top of the cliimney belonging to the commo- 
dore’s chamber, at midnight, and to lower down 
by a rope a bunch of stinking whitings ; which 
being performed, he put a speaking trumpet to his 
mouth, and hollowed down the vent, in a voice 
like thunder, “ 'Prunuion ! Trunnion ! turn out and 
he spliced, or lie still and he d — ed.” This dread- 
ful note, the terror of which was increased by the 
silence and darkness of the night, as well as the 
echo of the passage tlirougli which it was conveyed, 
no sooner reached the cars of the astonished com- 
modore, than turning his eye towards the place 
from whence this solemn address seemed to proceed, 
he beheld a glittering object that vanished in an 
instant. Just as liis superstitious fear had im- 
proved the apparition into some supernatural ines- 
.senger clothed in shining array. Ins opinion was 
confirmed h)^ a sudden explosion, which he took lor 
thunder, though it was no other than the noise of a 
jii.stol fired down the chimney by the boatswain’s 
mate, according to the instructions he had re- 
ceived ; and he had time enough to descend before 
he was in any danger of being detected by liis 
commander, who could not for a whole hour recol- 
lect himself from the amazement and consternation 
which had overpowered his faculties. 

At length, however, he got up, and rung his hell 
with great agitation. He rcjieated the sumnions 
more than once ; hut no regard being ])ai(i to this 
alarm, his dread returned with double terror ; a 
cold sweat bedewed his limbs, his knees knocked 
together, his hair bristled up, and the remains of 
his teeth were shattered to pieces in the convulsive 
vibrations of his jaws. 

In the midst of this agony, he made one desperate 
effort, and, bursting open the door of his apart- 
ment, bolted into Hatchway's clunnher, which 
liappened to he on the same floor. There he found 
the lieutenant in a counterfeit swoon, who ])ro- 
tended to wake from his trance in an ejaculation 
of “ liord have mercy upon us !” and, being 
questioned by the terrified eoininodore, with regard 
to w'hat had ha piiened, assured him he had heard 
the same voice and clap of thunder by which 
Trunnion himself had been discomposed. 

Tipes, whose turn it was to watch, concurred in 
giving evidence to the same purpose; and the 
commodore not only owned that he had heard the 
voice, hut likewise communicat(‘d his mmoii, w ith 
all the aggravation wliich his disturbed fancy 
sugg(‘st<'d. 

A consultation immediately ensued, in which 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely observed, that the 
linger of (jod w as plainly perceivable in those sig- 
nals; and that it would lie both sinful and foolish 
to disregard his commands, especially as the match 
])roposed was, in all respects, more advantageous 
than any that one of his years and irifiriuities could 
reasonably^ expect ; declaring, that, for his own 
part, he would not (‘iidanger his soul and body, by 
living one day longer under the same roof with a 
man who despis(‘d the holy will of lieaven ; and 
Tom Tipes adlieredto the same pious resolution. 

Trunnion’s perseverance coiild not resist the 
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number and diversity of considerations that as- 
saulted it ; he revolved in silence all the opposite 
motives that occurred to his reflection ; and after 
having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the 
labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped the sweat 
from his forehead, and, heaving a piteous groan, 
yielded to their remonstrances, in these words : 
“Well, since it must be so, I think we must e’en 
grapple. Hut, d — n my eyes ! ’tis a d — ed liard 
case that a fellow of my years should be compelled, 
d’^e see, to beat up to wundward all the n‘St of his 
lile, against the current of his own inclination.” 

This important article being discussed, Mr. 
Hatchway set out in the morning to visit the de- 
spairing shepherdess, and w^as handsomely rewarded 
for the enlivening tidings wdth which he blessed 
her ears. Sick as she was, she could not help 
laughing heartily at the contrivance, in conse- 
quence of which her swain’s assent had been ob- 
tained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for 

om I’ipcs, in consideration of the part he acted 
in the farce. 

In the afternoon, the commodore suffered him- 
self to be conveyed to her apartment, like a felon 
to execution, and was received by her in a lan- 
guishing manner, and genteel dishabille, accom- 
jianied by her sister-in-law, who ^as, for very 
obvicjus reasons, extremely solicitous about her 
success, ’riiough the lieut(‘nant had tutored him, 
touching his beliaviour at this interview, he made 
a thousand wry faces before he could ])ronounce 
the sim})le salutation of “How d’ye?” to his mis- 
tress ; and, after his counsellor liad urged him with 
twenty or thirty whispers, to each of which he had 
replied aloud, “J) — ii your e>es, I won’t,” he got 
up, and halting towards the couch on N\hieh ^I^s. 
(*rizzh‘ reclined in a state of strange expectation, 
he seized her hand, and pressed it to his lips ; but 
this jiiece of gallantry he performed in such a re- 
luctant, uiieoulh, indignant manner, that thenymjdi 
had need of all her resolution to endure the com- 
pliment without shrinking; and he himself w'as so 
disconcerted at what he had done, that he instantly 
retired to the other end of the room, w here he sat 
silent, broiling with shame and vexation. Mrs. 
Pickle, like a sensible matron, quitted the place, on 
pretence of going to the nursi-ry ; and Mr. llatch- 
w'ay, taking the hint, recollected that he had left 
his tobacco jiouch in the ^larlour, whither he imme- 
diately descended, h‘aving the tw'o lovers to their 
mutual mulearments. bi(‘ver liad the commodore 
found himself in such a disagreeable dilemma be- 
fore. He sat in an agony of suspen.se, as if he 
every moment dreaded the dissolution of nature ; 
and tin* imploring sighs of his future bride added, 
if jiossible, to the pangs of his distress. Impatient 
of his situation, he rolled his e} e around in quest of 
some relief, and unable to contain himself, ex- 
claimed, “H tiori .seize the fellow and his juiuch 

too ! I believe he has sheered off, and left me here 
in the stays.” Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help 
taking some notice of tliis manifestation of chagrin, 
lamented her unhappy fate in being so disagreeable 
to him, that he could not put up with her company 
for a few moments without re]uning ; and began in 
very tender terms to reproach liini with his inhu- 
manity and indifference. To this expostulation he 
replied, “ Zounds I what would the woman have ? 
Let the parson do his office when lie wool ; here T 
am ready to be reeved in the matrimonial block, 
d’ye see, and d — n all nonsensical palaver.” So 


saying, he retreated, leaving his mistress not at all 
disobliged at his plain dealing. That same evening 
the treaty of marriage was brought upon the carpet, 
and, by means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant, 
settled to the satisfaction of all parties, without thn 
intervention of lawyers, whom Mr. Trunnion ex- 
pressly excluded from all share in the business; 
making that condition the indispensable preliminary 
of the whole agreement. Things being brought to 
this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle’s licart dilated with joy • 
her health, which, by the by, was never danger- 
ously impaired, she recovered as if by enchant- 
ment; and a day being fixed for the nuptials, 
employed the short period of her celibacy in choos- 
ing ornaments for the celebration of her entrance 
into the married state. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Preparations arc made for tlie Commodore's Wedding, which 
is delayed by an Accident that hurried him the Lord know h 
whitlier. 

The fame of this extraordinary conjunction spread 
all over the county : and on the day ajipointcd for 
their spousals, the church was surrounded b} an 
inconceivable multitude. I'lic commodore, to give 
a specimen of his gallantry, by the adviet* of bis 
friend Hatcbwa}% resolved to appear on horseback 
on the grand occasion, at the head of all bis male 
attendanl.s, whom he had rigged with the white 
shirts and black caps formerly belonging to bis 
barge’s crew ; and he bought a coiqile of hunters 
for the acconirnodation of himself and his lieutenant. 
With this eijuqiage then he set out from the garri- 
son for the church, after having despatched a mes- 
senger to apprise tlic bride that he and his coinjiaiiy 
were mounted. She got ininiediately into the 
coach, accompanied by her brother and his wife, 
and drove diretdly to the jilaee of assignation, w here 
S(*\cral pews were demolished, and divers persons 
almost jires.sed to death, by the eagiTuess of the 
crow d that broke in to see the ceremony performed. 
Thus arrived at the altar, and the priest in attend- 
ance, tliey waited a whole halt* hour for the com- 
modore, at w hose slow ness they began to he iiiidm* 
some apprehension, and accordingly dismi.ssed a 
servant to quicken his jiaee. The valet lia\ iiig 
rode soraetliing more than a mile, esjiied tflie whole 
troop disposed in a long fudd, crossing the road 
obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom and Ins 
friend Hatchway, who, finding himself hindered by' 
a hedge from jiroceeding farther in the same direc- 
tion, tired a pistol, and stood over to the other side, 
making an obtuse angle* with the line ol‘ his former 
course ; and the rest of the squadron followed his 
example, keeping always in the rear of each otlier 
like a flight of wild geese. 

Surprised at this strange method of journeying, 
the messenger came u]), and told the commodore 
that his lady and her company expected him in the 
church, w'here they liad tarried a considerable time, 
and W'erc beginning to he very uneasy at liis delay ; 
and therefore desired lie would proceed with more 
expedition. To this message Mr. Trunnion replied, 

“ Hark ye, brother, don’t you see we make all jios- 
sible speed ? go back, and tell those who sent you, 
that the wind has shifted since we weighed anchor, 
and that we are obliged to make very short trips , 
in tacking, by reason of the narrowness of thf 
channel ; and that, as we lie within six jioints G 
the wrind, they must make some allowance ^ >t 
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variation and leeway.” “ Lord, sir !” said the valet, 
“what occasion have you to go zig-zag in that 
nianner ? I-)o but clap spurs to your horses, and 
ride struight forward, and I’ll engage you shall be 
at the church porch in less than a quarter of an 
hour.” “ What ! rigid in the wind’s eye ?” answered 
the ccinmander, “ahey! brother, where did you 
learn your navigation ? Hawser Trunnion is not to 
be taught at this time of day how to lie his course, 
or Jceep his own reckoning. And as for you, bro- 
ther, you best know the trim of your own frigate.” 
The courier finding he had to do with people who 
would not be easily persuaded out of their own 
opinions, returned to the tenqilc, and made a report 
of what he had seen and heard, to the no small con- 
solation of the bride, who had begun to discover 
some signs of disquiet. Composed, however, by 
this piece of intelligence, she exerted her patience 
for the space of another half hour, during w hich 
period, seeing no bridegroom arrive, she was ex- 
ceedingly alarmed ; so that all the spectators could 
easily perceive her perturbation, which manifested 
itself in frequent palpitations, heart -heavings, and 
alterations of countenance, in spite of the assistance 
of a smelling bottle, Avhich she incessantly applied 
to her nostrils. 

Various were the conjectures of the company on 
this occasion. Some imagined he had mistaken 
the ]>]ac<* of rendezvous, as he had never been at 
cluirch since he fii'st settled in that parish ; others 
believed he had met with some accident, in conse- 
(pienee of w Inch his attendants had carried him 
hack to his own house ; and a tliird set, in which 
the bride herself was thought to be coinyirehended, 
could not help suspecting that the commodore had 
changed his mind, ihit all these suppovition.s, in- 
genious as the\ were, haiipened to be wide of the 
true cause that detained him, which was no 'other 
than this. — 'I’he commodore and his crew had, by 
diiit of turning, almost weathered the parson’s 
house that stood to windward of th(‘ ehureh, when 
the notes of a pack of hounds niiluekily reached 
the cars of the tw’o hunters w hich 'J’rnnnion and the 
lieutenant bestrode. These fleet animals no sooner 
heard the enlivening sound, than, eager for the 
chase, tlie\ sprung away all of a sudden, and 
strained everv nerve to ])artake ot the sport, flew- 
.iciosslhe fleldswith incredible speed, overleaped 
hedges and ditches, and everything in their way, 
w ithout the least regard to their unfortunate riders. 
The lieutenant, w hose steed had got the heels of 
tlie oilier, finding it w-onld he great folly and pre- 
sumjition in him to pretend to keejithe saddle w ith 
his wooden leg, very wiseU took the opportunity 
of throwing himself off in his pasvsage tlirough a 
field of rich clover, among wdiieh he hij at liiseasc; 
and seeing liis captain advancing at full gallop, 
hailed him w'ith tlie salutation of “ What cheer ? 
ho!” T’he commodore, who was in infinite dis- 
tioss, e}^eing him askance, as he passed, replied 
with a faltering voice, “ O d — n you ! jou are safe 
at an anchor ; I wish to God 1 were as fast moored.” 
Nevertheless, conscious of his disabled lied, he 
would not venture to try tlie experiment which had 
succeeded so well w ith Hatchway, hut resolved to 
stick as close as possible to his horse’s back, until 
Providence should interpose in his behalf. AVitli 
this view he dropped his whip, and W’itli his right 
hand laid fast hold on the pummel, contracting 
every muscle in his body to secure himself in tlic 
seat, and grinning most formidably, in consequence 


< of this exertion. In this attitude he was hurried 
on a considerable way, when all of a sudden hia 
view was comforted by a five-bar gate that appeared 
before him, as he never doubted that there the 
career of his hunter must necessarily end. Rut, 
alas ! he reckoned without his host. Ear from 
halting at this obstruction, the horse sprung over 
it with amazing agility, to the utter confusion and 
disorder of his ow-ner. who lost his hat and periwig 
in the leap, and now began to think in good earnest 
that he was actually mounted on the hack of the 
devil. He recommended himself to God, his re- 
flection forsook liiin, his eyesight and all liis other 
sens€*s failed, he quitted the reins, and, fastening by 
instinct on the mane, was in this condition con- 
veyed into the midst of the sportsmen, who were 
astonislied at the sight of such an apparition. Nei- 
ther was their surprise to he w ondered at, if we 
reflect on the figure that presented itself to their 
view-. The commodore’s person was at all times an 
object of admiration ; much more so on this occa- 
sion, when every singularity was aggravated by 
the circumstances of his dress and disaster. 

He had put on, in lionour of his nujitials, his best 
coat of blue broad cloth, cut by a tailor of Ramsgate, 
and trimmed with five dozen of brass buttons, 
large and small; his breeches were of the same 
piece, fastened at the knees w^itli large hunolies of 
tape ; his w aistcoat w-as of red plush, lapelled with 
green velvet, and garnished with vellum holes ; his 
boots bore an infinite resemblance, both in colour 
and shape, to a pair of leather buckets ; his shoulder 
was graced with a broad huft belt, from whence de- 
pended a huge hanger with a hilt like that of a 
hueksw’ord ; and on each side of his pummel appeared 
a rusty pistol, rammed in a ease covered w ith a bear- 
skin. ’riie loss of his tie periwig and laced liat, which 
were curiosities of the kind, did not at all contribute 
to the improvement of the picture, but, on the con- 
trary, by exhibiting his bald pate, and the natural 
extension of Ins lanthorn jaws, added to the pecu- 
liarity and extravagance of the w'hole. h'ueli a 
speetaele could not have failed of diverting the 
whole company from the chase, had his horse 
thought proper to pursue a different route, hut the 
beast was too keen a sporter to choose any other 
w-ay than that which the stag followed; and, 
therefore, without stopping to gratify the curiosity 
of the spectators, he, in a few' minutes, outstripped 
ever)'^ limiter in tin* field. There being a deep 
hollow way betwixt him and the liounds, rather 
than ride round about the length of a furlong to a 
path that crossed the lane, he transported himself, 
at one jump, to the unspeakable astonishment and 
terror of a w aggoiier w lni ehaneed to he underneath, 
and saw this jihenomeiion fly over his carriage. 
Tins was not the only adventure he achieved. The 
stag having taken a deep river tiiat lay in his way, 
every iiiau directed his course to a bridge in the 
neighbourhood ; hut our bridegroom’s courser, 
despising all such convcnieiu-es, ])liinged into the 
stream without hesitation, and swam in a twinkling 
to the opposite shore Tins sudden immersion into 
an eleineiit, of which ’rruiiTiion was properly a 
native, in all probability lielpeil to recruit the 
exhausted sjiirits of his rider, w ho, at his landing 
on the other side, gave some tokens of sensation, 
by hallooing aloud for assistance, w hich he could 
not possibly receive, because his horse still main- 
tained the advantage he had gained, and would not 
allow himself to be overtaken. 
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In short, after a long chase that lasted several 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at least, he 
was the first in at the death of the deer, being 
seconded by the lieutenant’s gelding, wliich, actuated 
by the same spirit, had, without a rider, followed 
his companion’s example. 

Our bridegroom finding himself at last brought 
up, or, in other words, at the end of his career, 
took the opportunity of the first pause, to desire the 
huntsmen would lend him a hand in dismounting ; 
and was by their condescension safely placed on 
th(^ grass, where he sat staring at the company as 
they came in, with such wildness of astonishment 
in his looks, as if he had been a creature of another 
species, droj)ped among them from the clouds. 

Before they had fleshed the hounds, however, he 
recollected hinivsclf, and seeing one of the sportsmen 
take a siriall flask out of his pocket and apply it to 
his mouth, judged the cordial to be no other than 
neat C’ognae, wliich it really was ! and expressing 
a desire of participation, was immediately accom- 
modated with a moderate dose, which perfectly 
complet(‘d his recovery. 

B) this time he and his two horses had engrossed 
the attention of the whole crowd ; while some 
admired the elegant proportion and uncommon 
sjiirit of the two animals, the rest contemplated the 
surprising appearance of their master, whom before 
they had only seen vn passant ; and at length one 
of the gentlemen accosting him very courteously, 
signitied his w'onder at seeing him in such an 
equipage, and asked him if he had not dro])ped his 
companion by the way. “ Why, look ye, hi other,” 
r(‘plied the commodore, “mayhap you think me 
an odd sort of a fellow, seeing me in this trim, 
especially as 1 have lost part of my rigging ; but 
this here is the case, d’ye see : T weighed anchor 
from my own house this morning at ten a.m., with 
fair weather and a favourable breeze at south- 
south-east, being hound to the next church on the 
voyage of matrimony ; but liowsoinever, "we had 
not run down a iiuarter of a league, when the wind 
shifting. Mowed directly in our teeth ; so Unit we 
were foreed to taek all the way, d’je see, and had 
almost heat up within sight of the port, when these 
sons of hitches of horses, which J had bought hut 
two da}S before (for my own part, 1 believe they 
are devils incarnate), lufted round in a trice, and 
then refusing the helm, drove away like lightning 
with me and my lieutenant, wdio soon came to 
anchor in an exceeding good berth. As for my 
own part, 1 have been carri(‘d over rocks, and flats, 
and quicksands ; among which 1 have pitched away 
a special good tie ])eriwig, and an iron-bound bat ; 
and at last, thank (lod ! am got into smooth water 
and safe riding ; but if ever 1 vtmture iny carcass 
upon such a liare’em scare’em blood of a biteli 
again, my name is not Hawser Trunnion, d — ii my 
eyes !” 

One of the company, struck with his name, 
which he had often heard, immediately laid hold on 
his declaration at the close of this singular account ; 
and observing that his horses were very vicious, 
asked how he intended to return; “As for that 
matter,” replied Mr. '^rrunnion, “ I am resolved to 
hire a sledge or waggon, or such a tiling as a jack- 
ass; for I’ll be d — d if ever I cross the back of a 
liorse again.” “ And what do you propose to do 
with these creatures ?” said the other, pointing to 
the hunters ; “ they seem to have some mettle ; but 
then they arc mere colts, and will take the devil and 


all of breaking. Methinks this hinder one is 
shoulder-slipped.” “ J) — n them,” cried the com- 
modore, “ I wish both their necks were broke, thof 
the two cost me forty good yellow-boys.” “ Forty 
guineas!” exclaimed tlie stranger, who was a squire 
and a jockey, as well as owner of the pack, “ J^ord ! 
l^ord! how a man may be imposed upon! Why, 
these cattle are clumsy enough to go to plough ; 
mind what a flat counter ; do but observe how 
sharp this here one is in the withers ; then he’s 
fired in the further fetlock.” In short, this con- 
noisseur in horse-flesh, having discovered in them 
all the defects wdiich can possibly be found in that 
species of animals, offered to give him ten guineas 
for the two, saying he would convert them into 
beasts of burden. — The owner, who, after wdiat had 
happened, was very well disposed to listen to any 
thing that was said to their prejudice, implicitly 
believed the truth of tlie stranger’s asseverations, 
discharged a furious volley of oaths against the 
rascal who had taken him in, and forthwith struck 
a bargain with the squire, who paid him instantly 
for his purchase ; in consequence of which lie won 
the plate at the next Canterbury races. 

This affair being transacted to the mutual satis ♦ 
faction of both parties, as well as to the general 
entertainment of the company, who hinghod in 
their sleeves at the dexttrity of their friend, 
Trunnion w'as set upon the squire’s ow^n horse, and 
led by his servant in the midst of this cavalcade, 
which jiroceeded to a neighhoiiring village, where 
they had bespoke dinner, and where our hridegi’oom 
found means to provide himself with another hat 
and wig. With regard to his marriage, he bore his 
disappointment with the temper of a philosopher ; 
and the ext'rcise he had uiidergone having quick- 
ened his appetite, sat down at table in the midst of 
his new aequaintanee, making a very hearty meal, 
and moistening every morsel with a draught of the 
ale, which he found very niiich to his satisfaction. 


CHAPTER IX. 

lie is found by tbe Lieutenant ; lecomlurtcd to liis own House; 
Mamed to Mis. Grizzle, ^\h() meets with a small Mis- 
fortune in the Ni{?bt, and asseits her Preroj^ativc next 
morning; in conbequenee of wliieb, her Husband’s eye is 
endangered. • 

IMeanw'IIIT.k ]iieiiteuant llalehw^ay made shift to 
hobble to the ehureli, wliere lie inlonned the eoin- 
jiany of what had haiipened to the commodore; 
and the bride behaved with great decency on the 
oeeasion ; for, as soon as she understood the danger 
to which her fut’iri* husband was exposed, she 
lainted in the arms of her sister-in-law, to the sur- 
prise of all the spectators, who could not compre- 
hend the cause of lier disorder ; and w hen slic was 
j-eeovered by the ajiplieation of smelling bottles, 
earnestly begged that JMr. Hatchway and Tom l^ipes 
would take her brother’s couch, and go in (juest of 
their commander. 

This task they readily undertook, being escorted 
by all the rest of his adherents on horseback ; while 
the bride and her friends were invit-ed to the jiar- 
son's house, and the ceremony deferred till another 
occasion. 

The lieutenant, steering his course as near the 
line of direction in which Trunnion went off, as the 
coach-road would permit, got intelligence of his 
track from one farm-house to another* for such an 
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apparition could not fail of attracting particular 
notice ; and one of the horsemen having picked up 
hU hat and wig in a hye-path, the whole troop 
entered tlie village where he was lodged, about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. When they understood 
he w^as safely housed at the George, they rode up 
to the door in a body, and expressed fheir satisfac- 
tion in three cheers ; which w(‘re returned by the 
company within, as soon as they were instriutted in 
the nature of the salute by Trunnion, who by this 
time had entered into all the jollity of his new 
friends, and was indeed more than half seas over. 
The lieutenant was introduced to all present as liis 
sworn brother, and had something tossed up for his 
dinner. Tom Pipes and the crew were regaled in 
another room ; and a fresh pair of horses being put 
to tlie coach, about six in the evening the commo- 
dore, with all his attendants, dej)arted for the , 
garrison, after having shook hands wdth every indi- i 
vidnal in the house. ' 

Without any farther accident, he was conveyt‘d 
in safety to his own gate, before nine, and committed 
to the ear(‘ of I’ijies, who carried him instantly to 
his hammock, while the lieutenant was driven away 
to the place where the bride and her friends remained 
in great anxiety, which vanished when he assured 
them that his commodore 'was safe, being succeeded 
by abundance of mirth and j)leasaiitry at the 
account lu* gave of 7’riinriiorrs adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials ; and, in 
order to balk the curiosity of idle people, which 
had given great ofience, the parson w as prevailed 
upon to perform the ceremony in the garrison, which 
all that day was adorned with flags and pendants 
displa}ed, and at night illuminated by the direction 
of Hatchway, who also ordered the patereroes to be 
fired as soon as the marriage knot w as tied. Neither 
were the other parts of the ent(‘rtainment neglected 
by this ingenious contriver, who produced unde- 
niable proofs of his elegance and art in the w'edding 
supper, which had been committed to his manage- 
ment and direction. This genial banquet was 
entirely composed of sea-dishes ; a huge pillaw% 
consisting of a large piece of beef sliced, a couple 
of fowls, and half a peek of rice, smoked in the 
middle of the hoard ; a dish of hard fish swimming 
in oil, appeared at each end, the sides being fur- 
nished with a mess of that savoury composition 
knowm by the name of lob’s course, and a plate of 
salmagiindy. The second course displayed a goose 
of a monstrous magnitude, flanked with two guinea 
hens, a pig barbecued, an hock of salt pork in the 
midst of a ]»case pudding, a leg of mutton roasted, 
with potatoes, and anotlier boiled with yams. The 
third service was made up with a loin of fresh pork 
w ith apj)le sauce, a kid smothered w'ith onions, and 
a terrapin baked in the shell ; and last of all, a pro- 
digious sea pie was presented, wdth an infinite 
volume of ])ancakes and fritters. That every thing 
miglit h<* answ erable to the magnificence of this 
delicate feast, he had provided vast quantities of 
strong beer, flip, riimho, and burnt brandy, with 
plenty of Rarbadoes water, for the ladies ; and hired 
all the fiddles within six miles, who, with the addi- 
tion of a drum, bagpipe, and Welch harp, regaled 
the guests with a most melodious concert. 

The company, who were not at all exceptions, 
seemed extremely well pleased with every particu- 
lar of the entertainment; and the evening being 
spent in the most social manner, the bride w^as by 
hep sister conducted to her apartment, where, how- 


ever, a trifling circumstance had like to have 
destroyed the harmony which had been hitherto 
maintained. 

1 have already observed, that there was not one 
standing bed wdihiii the w^alls ; therefore the reader 
will not wonder that Mrs. Trunnion was out of 
humour, when she found herself under the neces- 
sity of being eonflned with her spouse in a hammock, 
which, though enlarged with a double portion of 
canvass, and dilated with a yoke for the occasion, 
was at best hut a disagreeable, not to say dangerous, 
situation. She accordingly complained with some 
warmth of this inconvenience, which she imputed 
to disrespect, and at first absolutely refused to put 
up with the expedient ; but Mrs. Ifielde soon brought 
her to reason and compliance, by observing that one 
night would soon he elapsed, and next day she might 
regulate her own economy. 

Tims persnad(*d, she ventured into the vehicle, 
and was visited by her husband in less than an hour, 
the company being departed to their own homes, 
and the garrison left to the command of his lieu- 
tenant and mate. Rut it seems the hooks that 
supported this swinging couch were not calculated 
for the addition of weight which they were now 
destined to bear; and therefore gave wax in the 
middle of the night, to the no small terror of Mrs. 
IVunnion, who perceiving herself falling, screamed 
aloud, and by that exclamation brought Hatchway, 
with a light, into the chamber. ^J'hough she had 
received no injury hy the fall, she was extremely 
discomposed and incensed at the accident, which she 
even openly ascribed to the obstinacy and whimsical 
oddity of the commodore, in such petulant terms as 
evidently declared that she thought her great aim 
accomplished, and her authority secured against all 
the shocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow seemed 
to he of the same ojiinion, by his tacit resignation ; 
for he made no reply to her insinuations, but wdtli a 
most vinegar aspect, crawled out of his nest, and 
betook himself to rest in another apartment, while 
his irritated spouse dismissed the lieutenant, and 
from the wT(*ck of the hammock made an occasional 
bed for herself on the floor, fully determined to 
provide better aeeoramodatiou for the next night’s 
lodging. 

Having no inclination to sleep, her thoughts, 
during the remaining part of the night, were en- 
grossed by a scheme of reformation she was 
re.solved to execute in the family ; and no sooner 
did the first lark bid salutation to the morn, tlian, 
starting from her humble couch, and huddling on 
her clothes, she sallied from her ehainher, exjilored 
her way through paths before unknown, and in the 
course of her researches, ]>erceived a large hell, to 
which she made such eft'cctual application, as 
alarmed every sold in the family. In a moment 
she was surrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, and all 
the rest of the servants, half-dressed ; but seeing 
none of the feminine gender appear, she began to 
storm at the sloth and la/.iiiess of the maids, who, 
she observed, ought to have been at work an hour 
at least before she called ; and then, for the first 
time, understood that no woman w^as permitted to 
sleep witliin the walls. 

IShe did not fail to exclaim against this regula- 
tion ; and being informed that the cook and cham- 
bermaid lodged in a small office-house, that stood 
without the gate, ordered the draw -bridge to be let 
down, and in person heat up their quarters, com- 
manding them forthwith to set about scouring the 
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rooms, which had not been hitherto kept in a very 
decent condition, while two men were immediately 
employed to transport the bed on which she used 
to lie, from her brother’s hous^ to her new habita- 
tion ; so that, in less than two hours, the whole 
economy of the garrison was turned topsy-turvy, 
and every thing involved in tumult and noise. — 
Trunnion being disturbed and distracted with the 
uproar, turned out in his shirt like a maniac, and 
arming himself with a cudgel of crab-tree, made an 
irruption into his wife’s apartment, where perceiv- 
ing a couple of carpenters at work, in joining a 
bedstead, he, with many dreadful oaths and oppro- 
brious invectives, ordered them to desist, swearing, 
he would suffer no bulk-heads nor hurricane houses 
to stand when* he was master ; hut finding his re- 
monstrances disregarded by these mechanics, who 
believed him to be some madman belonging to the 
family, who had broke from his confinement, he 
assaulted them both with great fury and indignation, 
and was handled so roughly in the encounter, that, 
in a very short time, ht* measured his length on the 
floor, in consequence of a blow that he received 
from a hammer, by which the sight of his remain- 
ing eye was grievously endangered. 

IJaving thus reduced him to a state of subjection, | 
they resolved to S(‘curc him with cords, and were i 
actually busy in adjusting his fetters, when he was 
exempted from the disgrace, by the accidental en- ' 
trance of his spouse, who rescued him from the 
hands of his adversaries, and, in the midst of her 
eondolence, imputed his misfortune to the inconsi- 
derate roughness of his own disposition. 

I le breathed nothing but revenge, and made some 
efforts to chastise tin* insolence of the workmen, 
who, as soon as they understood his (juality, asked 
forgiveness for what they had done, with great 
humility, protesting that they did not know he was 
master of the house. Hut, far from being satisfied 
with this apology, he groped about for the bell (the 
inflammation of his eye having utterly deprived him 
of sight), and the rope being, by the jireeaution of 
the delinquents, conveyed out of his reach, began 
to storm with incredible vociferation, like a lion 
roaring in the toil, ])ouring forth innumerable oaths 
and execrations, and calling by name Hatchway 
and ripes, who, being within hearing, obeyed the 
extraordinary summons, and were ordered to put 
the carpenters in irons, for having audaciously 
assaulted him in his own house. 

His myrmidons seeing he had been evil-entreated, 
were exasperated at the insult he had suffered, 
which they considered as an affront upon the dig- 
nity of the garrison : the more so, as the mutineers 
seemed to put themselves in a jiosture of defence, 
and set their authority at defiance. They there- 
fore unsheathed their cutlasses, which they com- 
monly wore as badges of their commission ; and a 
desperate engagement, in all probability, would 
have ensued, had not the lady of the castle inter- 
posed, and prevented the eflFects of their animosity 
by assuring the lieutenant that the commodore had 
been the aggressor, and that the workmen finding 
themselves attacked in such an extraordinary 
manner, by a person whom they did not know, 
were obliged to act in their own defence, by which 
he had received that unlucky contusion. 

Mr. Hatchway no sooner learnt the sentiments 
of Mrs. Trunnion, than sheathing his indignation, 
be told the commodore that he should always be 
ready to execute his lawful commands, but that he 


could not in conscience be concerned in oppress- 
ing poor people who had been guilty of no offence. 

This unexpected declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing desired 
the carpenters to resume their work, filled the 
breast of Trunnion with rage and mortification. 
He pulled off his woollen night-cap, pummell’d his 
bare pate, beat the floor alternately with his feet, 
swore his people had betrayed him, and cursed 
himself to the lowest pit of hell, for having admitted 
such a cockatrice into his family. Hut all these 
exclamations did not avail ; they were among the 
last essays of his resistance to the will of his wife, 
whose influenee among his adherents had already 
swallowed up his own, and who now peremptorily 
told him, that he must leave the management of 
every thing within doors to her, who understood 
best what was for his honour and advantage. She 
then ordered a poiiltiee to be jirepared for his eye, 
which being applied, he was committed to the care 
of IMpes, by whom he was led about the house like 
a blind bear growling for prey, while his indus- 
trious yoke-fellow executed every circumstanci* of 
the plan she had projected ; so that, when he re- 
covered his vision, he was an utter stranger in his 
own house. 


CHAPTER X. 

The Commodore beinp in some cases restive, his Lady has 
recourse to Artifice in the estaiihshinent of her Throne 
She exhibits symptoms of Prepnanry. to the unspeakable 
joy of Trunnion, who nevertheless is baulked in his ex- 
pectation. 

Tukse innovations w'ere not effected without many 
loud objections on his pai’t : and divers curious 
dialogues passed between him and his joke-fellow, 
who always came off’ victorious from the dispute; 
insomuch that his countenance gradually ft‘11 ; he 
began to sujiprcss, and at lenglh entirelj devoured 
his chagrin ; the terrors of sujierior authority w^ere 
plainly perceivable in his features, and m i(*ss than 
three mouths he became a tlioroiigh-paced busband. 
^ot that liis obstinacy was extinguished, though 
overcome; in somethings he was as iiiflexihle and 
mulish as ever; hut then he durst not kick so 
openly, and was reduced to the ueoessity of being 
passive in his resentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for 
example, jiroposed that a coach and six should ht* 
juirchased, as she could not ride on horseback, and 
the chaise was a scandalous carriage for a person 
of her condition ; the eoinmodore, conscious of his 
own inferior capacity in point of reasoning, did not 
think projier to disjuite the projiosal, but lent a 
deaf ear to her remonstrances, though tliey were 
enforced with every argument which she thought 
could soothe, terrify, shame, or decoy him into com- 
pliance. In vain did she urge the excess of affec- 
tion she had for him, as meriting some return of 
tenderness and condescension ; he w as even proof 
against certain menacing hints she gave, touching 
the resentment of a slighted woman ; and he stood 
out against all the considerations of dignity or 
disgrace, like a bulwark of brass. Meither was he 
moved to any indecent or unkind expressions of 
contradiction, even when she upbraided him with 
his sordid disposition, and put him in mind of the 
fortune and honour he had acquired by his marriage, 
but seemed to retire within himself, like a tortoise 
when attacked, that shrinks within its shell, and 
silently endured the scourge of her reproaches, 
without seeming sensible of the smart. 
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Tills, however, was the only point in which she 
had been baffled since her nuptials ; and as she 
could by no means digest the miscarriage, she 
tortured her invention for some new plan, by which 
she might augment her influence and authority. 
What her genius refused was supplied by accident ; 
for she had not lived four months in the garrison, 
when she was seized with frequent qualms and 
retchings, her breasts began to harden, and her 
stomach to be remarkably prominent; in a word, 
she congratulated herself on the symptoms of her 
own fertility, and tlie commodore was transported 
with joy at the prospect of an heir of his own 
begetting. 

IShe knew this was the proper season for vindi- 
cating her own sovereignty,, and accordingly em- 
ployed the means wliich nature had put in her 
power. There was not a rare piece of furniture and 
ajiparel for wliieh she did not long ; and one day 
as she w(‘iit to church, seeing lady Stately’s equi- 
page arrive, she suddenly tainted away. Her 
husband, whose vanity had never been so perfectly 
gratilied as with this promised harvest of his own 
sowing, took the alarm immediately, and in order 
to prevent relapses of that kind, Avhich might 1)0 
attended with fatal eonse<iuenees to his hope, gave 
lier leave to bespeak a coach, horses, and liveries, 
to her ow’n liking. Thus authorized, she in a very 
little time exhibited such a speeirnen of her own 
taste and magnificenee, as afforded speculation to 
the whole country, and made Trunnion’s heart 
quake within him, because he foresaw no limits to her 
extravagance, which also manifested itself in the 
most expensive preparations for her lying-in. 

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the re- 
presentative of her father’s house, seemed now to 
lose all that hereditary respect, and prompt her to 
outshine and undervalue the elder branch of her 
family. She behaved to Mrs. rickle with a sort of 
civil reserve that inqilied a conscious superiority, 
and an emulation in jioint of grandeur iniiiiediately 
comiueneed between the two sisters. vShe every 
day communicated her importance to the whole 
parish, under iiretenee of taking the air in her 
eoaeh, and endeavoured to extend her acquaintance 
among people of fashion. Nor was this an under- 
taking attended w ith great difficulty ; for all persons 
whatever, capable of maintaining a certain appear- 
anee, will always find admission into what is called 
the best company, and he rated in point of character 
according to their own valuation, without subjecting 
their jiretensions to the smallest doubt or examina- 
tion. In all her visits and parties, she seized every 
opportunity of declaring her present condition, ob- 
serving that she was forbid by her physicians to 
taste Kiicli a jiiekle, and that such a dish was poison 
to a woman in her way ; nay, where she was on a 
tooting of familiarity, she effected to make wry 
faces, and complained that the young rogue began 
to he very unruly, writhing herself into divers 
contortions, as if she liud been grievously incom- 
moded by the metal of this future Trunnion. The 
hus])and himself did not behave with all the mo- 
deration that might have been expected. At the 
club he frequently mentioned this circumstance of 
his own vigour as a pretty successful feat to he 
performed by an old fellow of fifty-five, and eon- 
finned the opinion of his strength by redoubled 
squeezes of the landlord’s hand, which never failed 
o^xtorting a satisfactory certificate of his might. 
When his companions drank to the Hans en helder^ 


or. Jack in the low cellar, he could not lielp dis- 
playing an extraordinary complacence of counte- 
nance, and signified his intention of sending the 
young dog to sea, as soon as he should be able to 
carry a cartridge, in hopes of seeing him an officer 
before his own death. 

This hope helped to console him under the ex- 
traordinary expense to which he was exposed by 
the profusion of his wife, especially when he con- 
sidered that his compliance with her prodigality 
would he limited to the expiration of the nine 
months, of which the best part was by this time 
elapsed. Yet, in spite of all this philosophical re- 
signation, lier fancy sometimes soared to such a 
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of insolence and 
absurdity, that his temper forsook him, and he could 
not help wishing in secret, that her pride might be 
confounded in the dissipation of her most flattering 
hopes, even though he himself should he a principal 
sufferer by the disappointment. These, however, 
were no other than the suggestions of temporary 
disgusts, that commonly subsided as suddenly as 
they an>se, and never gave the least disturbance to 
the person who inspired them, because he took care 
to conceal them carefully from her knowledge. 

Meanw'hile she happily advanced in her reckon- 
ing, with the promise of a favourable issue; the 
term of her eomputatioii expired, and in the middle 
of the night she was visited by certain warnings 
that seemed to h(*spcak the approach of the critical 
moment. The commodore got up with great ala- 
crity, and called the midwife, wdio had been several 
days in the house; the gossips were immediately 
smnmoned, and the most interesting expectations 
prevailed ; but the sym])toms of labour gradually 
vanished, and, as the matrons sagely observed, this 
was no more than a false alarm. 

Two nights after they received a second intima- 
tion ; and as she was sensibly diniinifshed in the 
w aist, every thing was supposed to be in a fair w ay. 
Yet this visitation was not more conclusive than 
the former ; her pains wore off* in spite of all her 
endeavours to encourage them, and the good wo- 
men betook themselves to their respective homes, 
in expectation of finding the third attack decisive, 
alluding to the well known maxim, that nvmhcr 
three (a always fortunate. For once, how'ever, this 
apothegm failed ; the next call was altogether as 
iiieftectual as the former ; and moreover attended 
with a phenomenon which to them was equally 
strange and inexplicable. This was no other than 
such a reduction in the size of Mrs. Trunnion asrnight 
have been exjiected after the birth of a full-grow n 
cliild. Startled at such an unaccountable event, 
they sat in close divan ; and, concluding that the 
case was in all respects unnatural and prodigious, 
desired that a messenger might he immediately de- 
spatched for some male jiraetitioner in the art of 
midwifery. 

TIi 6 commodore, without guessing the cause of 
their perplexity, ordered IMjies immediately on this 
piece of duty; and in less than two hours th(*y 
were assisted by the advice of a surgeon of the 
neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the patient 
had never been with child. This asseveration was 
like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trunnion, who had 
been, during eight whole days and nights, in con- 
tinual expectation of being hailed with the appella- 
tion of iathcr. 

After some recollection, he swore the surgeon WErt 
an ignorant fellow, and that he would not take his 
N 
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word for what he advanced, being comforted 
and confirmed in his want of faith by the insinua- 
tions of tlie midwife, who still persisted to feed 
Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a speedy and safe 
delivery ; observing, that she haa been concerned 
in many a case of the same nature, where a fine 
child was found, even after all signs of the mother’s 
pregnancy had disappeared. Every twig of hope, 
how slender soever it may be, is eagerly caught 
hold on by people who find themselves in danger of 
being disap|X)inted. To every question proposed 
by her to the lady with the preambles of “ lla’n’t 
you ?” or “Don’t you ?” an answer was made in the 
affirmative, whether agreeable to truth or not ; be- 
cause the respondent could not find in her heart to 
disown any symptom that might favour the notion 
she had so long indulged. 

This experienced proficient in tlie obstetric art 
was therefore kept in close attendance for the space 
of three weeks, during which the patient had se- 
veral returns of what she pleased herself witli 
believing to be labour pains, till at length she and 
her husband became the standing joke of the 
parish; and this infatuated couple could scarce 
be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even 
when she appeared as lank as a greyhound, and 
they were furnished with other uu<iiiestionable 
proofs of their having ])een deceived. But they 
could not for ever remain under the influence of 
this sweet delusion, which at last faded away, and 
was succeeded by a j)aroxysm of shame and con- 
fusion, that kept the husband within doors for the 
space of a whole fortnight, and confined his lady to 
her bed for a scries of weeks, during which she 
suffered all the anguish of the most intense morti- 
fication ; ^et even this was subdued by the lenient 
hand of time. 

The first respite from her chagrin was employed 
in the strict discharge of what are called the duties 
of religion, which she performed with the most 
rancorous severity, setting oti foot a persecution in 
her own family, that made the house too hot for all 
the menial servants, even rutiled the almost invin- 
cible indifference of Tom i’ipes, harassed the com- 
modore himself out of all j)atienee, and spared no 
individual but Lieutenant IlatcliM^ay, whom she 
never ventured to disoblige. 

CTIAl^TER XL 

Mrs. Trunnion erects a Tyranny in the Garrison, while her 
llusbfind conceives an Allection for his Nephew Perry, 
who manifests a Peculiarity of Disposition even in his 
tender years. 

Having exercised herself three months in such 
pious amusements, she appeared again in the world ; 
hut her misfortune liad made such an impression on 
her mind, that she could not bear the sight of a 
child, and trembled whenever the conversation 
happened to turn upon a christening. Her temper, 
which was naturally none of the sweetest, .seemed 
to have imbibed a double proportion of souring 
from her disappointment ; of consequence her com- 
pany was not much coveted, and she found very few 
people disposed to treat her with those marks of 
consideration which she looked upon as her due. 
This neglect detached her from the society of an 
unmannerly world ; she concentred the energy of 
all her talents in the government of her own house, 
which groaned accordingly under her arbitrary 
sway ; and in the brandy bottle found ample con- 
solation for all the affliction she had undergone. 


As for the commodore, he in a little time wea- 
thered his disgrace, after having sustained nian^ 
severe jokes from the lieutenant; and now his 
chief aim being to be absent from his own house as 
much as possible, he fre(|uented the public house 
more than ever, more assiduously cultivated the 
friendship of his brother-in-law Mr. 3 fickle; and, 
in the course of their intimacy, conceived an affi*e- 
tion for his ne])liew I’erry, which did not end out 
with his life. Indeed, it must be owned that Trun- 
nion was not naturally deficient in the social pas- 
sions of the soul, which, though they were strangely 
warjied, disguised, and overborne, by the circum- 
stance of his ])oistt*rous life and education, did not 
fail to manifest themselves occasionally through tlie 
whole course of his heliaviour. 

As all the hopes of propagating his own name 
had perished, and his relations lay under the inter- 
diction of his hate, it is no wonder that, through 
the familiarity and friendly intercourse subsisting 
between him and ]\lr. Gamaliel, he contracted a 
liking for the boy, who by this time entered the 
third year of his age, and was indeed a very hand- 
some, healthy and immiising child ; and wLat 
seemed to ingratiate him still more with his uncle, 
was a certain oddity of disposition, for which he 
had been remarkable, even from liis cradle. It is 
reported of him, that, hefbre tlie first year of his 
infancy was elapsed, he used very often, imme- 
diately after being dressed, in the midst of the 
caresses which we i*e hestow’cd upon him by his mo- 
ther, while she indulged hersell’ in the contempla- 
tion of her own happiness, all of a sudden, to alarm 
her w ith a fit of shrieks and cries, which continued 
with great violence till he was stripped to the skin 
with the utmost expedition, by order of his 
aftrighteil ])arent, who thought his tender body was 
tortured by llu* inisapjilication of some unlucky 
pin; and w'hen he had given them all this dis- 
turbance and unnecessary trouble, he would lie 
sjmiwling aud laughing in their faces, as if he ri- 
diculed the impiTtinenee of their coiicern. Nay, 
it is affirmed, that one day, when an old woman, 
who attended in the nursery, liad by stealtli con- 
veyed a bottle of cordial waters to her mouth, lie 
pulled his nurse by the sleeve, and, by a slight 
glance detecting the llieft, lijit her the wfiuk with 
a particular slyness of countenance, as if he had 
said w ith a sneer, “ Ay, ay, that is Avliat yon must 
all come to.” But these instances of reflection in 

babe nine months ohl are so iiieredihle, that I 
look upon them as c.r post facto observations, 
founded upon imaginary recollection, when he w as 
in a more advanced age, and his peculiarities of 
temper hcearne much more remarkable — of a jiiece 
with the ingenious discoveries of those sagacious 
ihservers who can discern something evidently 
characteristic in the fcaturt'S of any noted per- 
sonage, whose character they have previously 
heard explained ; yet, w ithout pretending to sjiecify 
at what period of his childhood this singularity 
first appeared, I can with great truth declare, that, 
whem he first attracted the notice and afi'ection of 
his uncle, it was plainly jierceivable. 

One would imagine he had marked out the com- 
modore as a proper object of ridicule, for almost all 
his little childish satire was levelled against him. 

1 will not deny that he might have been influenced 
in this particular by the example and instruction of 
Mr. Hatchway, who delighted in superintending 
the first essays of his genius. As the gout had 
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taken up its residence in Mr. Trunnion’s f^eat toe, 
from wliencc it never removed, no, not for a day, 
little Terry took great pleasure in treading by 
accident on this intinii member; and when his 
uncle, incensed by the pain, used to d — n him for a 
hell-begotten brat, he would ai)pease him in a 
twinkling, by returning the curse with equal em- 
pluisis, and asking what was the matter wdth old 
Hannibal Tough? an appellation by which the 
lieutenant had taught him to distinguish this grim 
commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment he tried 
upon the patience of the comnuxlore, with whose 
nose he used to take iiulecent freedoms, even while 
he was fondled on his knee ; in one month he put 
him to the expetise of two guineas in seal-skin, by 
picking his pocket of divers tobacco pouches, all of 
wliicli he in secret committed to the flames. Nor 
did the caj)rice of his disposition abstain from the 
fa^ourit^; bi'verage of 'rriuinion, w'ho more than 
once swallowed a whole draught, in which his bro- 
ther’s sniilf-box had been emptied, before he ])er- 
ceived the disagreeable infusion : and one day, 
uben the commodore had chastised him by a gentle 
tap with his cane, he fell flat on the floor, as if he 
had been deprived of all sense and motion, to the 
terror and amazenumt of tlie striker ; and, aftm* 
having filled tlie whole house* with confusion and 
dismay, opened his e}es, and laughed heartily at 
the success of his own imposition. 

It would be an endless, and perhaps no very 
agreeable task, to enumerate all the unlucky pranks 
he played u])on Ins uncle and others, before he 
attained the fourth \ear of his age; about which 
time he was simt, wbli an attendant, to a day seboed 
in the neighbourhood, that, to us<‘ bis good mo- 
ther’s own expression, lie might be out of harm’s 
w'ay. Here, however, be made little progress, 
except in miseliief, wliicli be practised with im- 
punity, heeause the schoolmistress would run no 
risk (if disobliging a lady of fortune, by exercising 
unnecessary severities upon lier only child. Never- 
theless, Mrs. iMekle was not so lilindly partial as to 
be })leased with such iuiS(*asomible indulg-eiice. 
J’erry was taken out of tlie hands of this courteous 
teacher, and eor.nultted to the instruction of a 
pedagogue, who was ordered to administer sueli 
correction as the hoy should, in Iiis 0 |)iui<ui, de- 
serve. This authority he did not neglect to use ; 
his pu])il was regularly flogged twice a day; and, 
after having been subjeetecl to this course of dis- 
eijiline for the space of eighteen months, declared 
the most obstinate, dull, and untoward genius that 
ever had fallen under his cultivation ; instead of being 
reformed, he seemed rather hardened and confirmed 
in his vicious inclinations, and w as dead to all sense 
of fi*ar as wx*ll as shame. I lis mother w’as extremely 
mortified at these symptoms of stujiidity, which 
slie considered as an inheritance derived from the 
spirit of his father, and conseijuently iinsuriiiount- 
ahle by all the efforts of human care. Rut the com- 
modore rejoiced over the niggediiess of his nature, 
and was particularly pleas(‘d whtm, upon inquiry, 
he found that Terry had beaten all the boys in the 
fccliool; a circumstance from wliicli he prognos- 
tipited every thing that was fair and forlunutc in 
his future fate ; observing that, at his age, he hiin- 
eelf was just such another. The boy, who wa.s 
now turned of six, having profited so little under 
the birch of his unsparing governor, Mrs. Tickle 
▼as counselled to send him to a boarding-school 


not far from London, which was kept by a certain 
person very eminent for his successful method of 
education. This advice she the more readily em- 
braced, because at that time she found herself 
pretty far gone with another child, that she hoped 
would console her for the disappointment she had 
met with in the unpromising talents of I’erry, or at 
any rate divide her concern, so as to enable her to 
endure the absence of either. 

CHATTER XTT. 

Peregrine is s(*nt to a Hoarding-School. Becomes remark- 
able for his Genius and Ambition. 

The commodore understanding her determination, 
to which lu‘r husband did not venture to make the 
least objection, interested himself so much in belialf 
of his favourite, as to fit him out at his own charge, 
and accompany him in person to the place of his 
destination ; where ho defrayed the exjiense of his 
entrance, and left him to the particular care and 
inspection of the usher, who having been iveom- 
mended to liim as a person of parts and integrity, 
received per advance a handsome consideration for 
the task lie und(*rtook. 

Nothing could be better judged than this piece 
of liberality ; the assistant was actually a man of 
l(“:irniug, probity, and good sense; and, though 
obliged by the scandalous administration of fortune 
to act in the character of an inferior teacher, had, 
by his sole ca])aeity and application, brought the 
school to that degree of reputation, which it ne\er 
could have ol)taiiu*(l from the talents of his supe- 
rior. He liad established an economy, which, 
though regular, w as not at all severe, by enacting a 
body of law s suited to the age and comjirehension 
of every individual ; and each transgressor w as fairly 
tried b> his peers, and punished aceiu’ding to the ver- 
dict <3f the jury. No boy was scourged for want of 
apprehension, but a spirit of emulation n as raised by 
w'ell-timed jiraise and artful comparison, and main- 
tained by a distribution of small prizes, which were 
adjudged to those w ho signalized themselves either by 
their industry, sobriety, or genius, I’his tutor, whose 
name was deniiings, began wdth IVrry, according 
to his constant maxim, by examining the soil ; that 
is, studying his temper, in order to consult the 
bias of his disposition, which was strangeh per- 
verted by the absurd discipline he had undergone. 
He found him in a state of sullen insensibility, 
which the child had gradually contracted in a long 
course of slujiifying correction; and at first he 
was not in the least actuated by that commendation 
which animated the rest of liis school -fellows ; nor 
was it in the power of reproach to excite his am- 
bition, wdiich had been buried, as it were, in the 
grave of disgrace ; the usher therefore had recourse 
to contemptuous neglect, willi whieli he affected to 
treat this stubborn spirit ; foreseeing that, if he re- 
tained any seeds of sentiment, tliis weather w ould 
infallibly raise tliem info vegetation : his judgment 
was justified by the event ; the boy in a little time 
began to make observations ; he perceived the 
marks of distinction with which virtue was re- 
warded, grew ashamed of the despicable figure he 
himself made among liis companions, who, far from 
courting, rather shunned his conversation, and 
actually pined at his own want of importance. 

Mr. flennings saw and rejoiced at his mortifica- 
tion, which he suffered to proceed as far as possible, 
without endangering his health. The child lost all 
K 9 
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relish for diversion, loathed his food, grew pensive, 
solitary, and was frequently found weeping by liiin- 
sejfl These symptoms plainly evinced the recovery 
of his feelings, to which his governor thought it 
now high time to make application ; and therefore 
by little and little altered his behaviour from the 
indifference he had put on, to the appearance of 
more regard and attention. This produced a 
favourable change in the boy, whose eyes sparkled 
with satisfaction one day, when his master expressed 
himself with a show of surprise in these words : 
“ So, Perry ! I find you don’t want genius, when 
you think proper to use it.” Such encomiums 
kindled the spirit of emulation in his little breast ; 
he exerted himself with surprising alacrity, by 
which he soon acquitted himself of the imputation 
of dulness, and obtained sundry honorary silver 
ennies, as acknowledgments of his application : 
is school-fellows now solicited his friendship as 
eagerly as they liad avoided it before ; and, in less 
than a tweltremonth after his arrival, this supposed 
dunce was remarkable for the brightness of his 
parts ; having in that short period learnt to read 
English perfectly well, made great progress in 
writing, enabled himself to speak the French lan- 
guage without hesitation, and acquired some know- 
ledge in the rudiments of the Latin tongue. The 
usher did not fail to transmit an account of his 
proficiency to the commodore, wlio received it with 
transport, and forthwith communicated the happy 
tidings to the parents. 

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never subject to 
violent emotions, heard them with a sort of phleg- 
matic satisfaction, that scarce manifested itself 
either in his countenance or exi)ressions ; nor did 
the child’s mother break forth into that rapture and 
admiration which might have been expected, w’hen 
she understood how much the talents of her first- 
born had exceeded the hope of her warmest imagi- 
nation. Not but that she professed herself well 
pleased with Perry’s reputation ; though she ob- 
served that, in these commendations, the truth was 
always exaggerated by schoolmasters, for tlieir own 
interest; and pretended to wonder that the usher 
had not mingled more probability with his praise. 
Trunnion was offended at her indifference and want 
of faith ; and believing that she refined too much in 
her discernment, swore that Jennings had declared 
the truth, and nothing but the truth ; for he, him- 
self, had prophesied from the beginning that the 
boy would turn out a credit to his family. But by 
this time Mrs. I’ickle was blessed with a daughter, 
whom she had brought into the world about six 
months before the intelligence arrived ; so that her 
care and affection being otherwise engrossed, the 
praise of Perry was the less greedily devoured. 
The abatement of her fondness was an advantage 
to his education, which would have been retarded, 
and perhaps ruined, by pernicious indulgence and 
preposterous interposition, had her love considered 
him as an only child ; whereas, her concern being 
now diverted to another object, that shared, at 
least, one half of her aflection, he was left to the 
management of his preceptor, who tutored him 
according to his own plan, without any let or inter- 
ruption. Indeed, all his sagacity and circum- 
spection were but barely sufficient to keep the 
young gentleman in order ; for, now that he had 
won the palm of victory from his rivals in point of 
scholarship, his ambition dilated, and he was seized 
with the desire of subjecting the whole school by 


the valour of his arm. Before he could bring his 
prqiect to bear, innumerable battles were fought 
with various success ; every day a bloody nose aud 
complaint were presented against him, and his own 
visage commonly bore some livid marks of obstinate 
contention. At length, however, he accomplished 
his aim ; his adversaries were subdued, his prowess 
acknowledged, and he obtained the laurel in war as 
well as inwdt. Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated 
with success. His pride rose in proportion to liis 
powCr, and, in spite of all the endeavours of .Jen- 
nings, who practised every method he could invent 
for curbing his licentious conduct, without depress- 
ing his spirit, he eontracted a large proportion of 
insolence, which a series of misfortunes that hap- 
pened to him in the secjuel could scarce effectually 
tame. Nevertheless there was a fund of good 
nature and generosity in his composition, and 
though he established a tyranny among his com- 
rades, the tranquillity of his reign was maintained 
by the love rather than by the fear of his subjects. 

In the midst of all this enjoyment of empire, he 
never once violated that respectful awe w ith w hich 
the usher had found means to inspire him ; but he 
by no means i)reser\ed the same regard for the 
])rincipal master, an old illiterate German quack, 
who had formerly practised corn-cutting among t!»e 
quality, and sold cosmetic washes to the ladies, 
together wdth ti'Cth ]>owdcrs, hair-d}eing liejuors, 
prolific elixirs, and tinctures to sweeten the breath. 
These nostrums, recommended by the art of cring- 
ing, in which he was consummate, ingratiated him 
so much wdth peoj)le of fashion, that he was en- 
abled to set u]) school with five-and-tw'cnty boys 
of the best families, whom he boarded on his owui 
terms, and undertook to instruct in the French and 
Latin languages, so as to qualify tliem for the 
colleges of Westminster and Eton. While this 
plan w^as in its infancy, he was so fortunate as to 
meet with Jennings, who, for the paltry considera- 
tion of thirty pounds a year, w hich li's necessities 
compelled him to accept, took the whole trouble of 
educating the children upon himself, contrived an 
excellent system for that purpose, and, by his 
assiduity and knowledge, executed all the particulars 
to the entire satisfaction of those concerned, who, 
by the by, never inquired into his qualifications, 
but suffered the other to enjoy the fruits of his 
labour and ingenuity. 

Over and above a large stock of avarice, igno- 
rance, and vanity, this superior had certain ridiculous 
peculiarities in Ids person, such as a huncli upon 
ids back, and distorted limbs, that seemed to attract 
the satirical nodee of ]\*r(‘grine, who, young as 
he was, took offence at his w^ant of reverence for 
his usher, over wdiom he sometimes chose oppor- 
tunities of displaying his authority, that the boys 
might not displace their veneration. Mr. Keypstick, 
therefore, such as I have described him, incurred 
the contempt and displeasure of this ent<*rprising 
pupil, who now, being in the tenth year of his age, 
had capacity enough to give him abundance of 
vexation. He underwent many mortifying jokes 
from the invention of Fickle and his confederates ; 
so that he began to entertain suspicion of Mr. 
.Jennings, who, he could not help thinking, haa 
been at the bottom of them all, and spirited up 
principles of rebellion in the school, with a view of 
making himself independent. Possessed with this 
chimera, which was void of all foundation, the 
German descended so low as to tamper in private 
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with the boys, from whom he hoped to draw some 
very important discovery ; but he was disappointed 
in his expectation ; and this mean practice reaching 
the ears of his usher, he voluntarily resided his 
employment. Finding interest to obtain holy 
orders in a little time after, he left the kingdom, 
hoping to find a settlement in some of our American 
plantations. 

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a great 
revolution in the affairs of Koypstick, which declined 
from that moment, because he had neither authority 
to enforce obedience, nor prudence to maintain order 
among his scholars ; so that the school degenerated 
into anarchy and confusion, and he himself dwindled 
in the opinion of his employers, who looked upon 
him as superannuated, and withdrew their children 
from his tuition. 

Peri'grine, seeing this dissolution of their society, 
and finding himself every day deprived of some 
eomiianion, began to re|)ine at his situation, and 
resolved, if ])ossihle, to procure liis release from the 
jurisdiction of the person wliom he l)Oth detested 
and despised. With this view he went to work, 
and composed the following billet, adilressed to the 
eoniinodore, which was the first specimen of his 
composition in the epistolary nay. 

“ HoNOtmi p ANU LdVisr, TIncle — H oping jou are in 
r,ooil liralth. liii'. seivos to inloun you, that Mr Jennings is 
gone, and Mi. Kl'yp^tll•k will never meet with his fellow. 
'J'hc school IS alieady almost broke up, and the rest daily 
going away ; and I beg of you of all love to have me fetched 
away also, for I cannot bear to bo any longer undei one who is 
.1 perteet ignoramus, who scarce knows the declination of 
invsa, and ih moie tit to be a scarecrow than a Kchoolmaster , 
hoping you will send for me soon, with my love to my aunt, 
and my duty to my hommied parents, craving their blessing 
and youis And this is all at pieseiit, Iroin honoured uncle, 
your well beloved and dutiliil nephew and godson, and 
humble servant to command till death, 

“ Peregium: Pickle.” 

Trunnion was overjoyed at the reeeijit of this 
letj^r, which lie looked ujion as one of the greatest 
efforts of liuman genius, and as such communicated 
tlu! eonti'iits to his lady, whom he hud disturbed 
for the purpose in the middle of her devotion, liy 
sending a message to her closet, w hither it w as her 
custom very freipiently to retire. She was out of 
humour at being iiitiuTupted, and therefore did not 
peruse lliis sjieeimen of her nephew’s understanding 
wdth all the relish that the commodore himself had 
enjoyed ; on the contrary, after sundry paralytical 
endeavours to speak (for her tongue sometimes 
refused its office), she observed that the hoy was a 
pi*rt jaekanajies, and deserved to he severely chas- 
tised for tri*ating his betters with such disrespect. 
Her hushand undertook his godson’s defence, 
representing, with great warmth, that he knew 
Keypstiek to he a good-for-nothing pimping old 
rascal, and tliat Ferry showed a great deal of spirit 
and good sense in desiring to he taken from under 
his command ; he therefore declared that the hoy 
should not live a week longer with such a shambling 
son of a bitcli, and sanctioned his declaration with 
uhnndaiice of oaths. 

Mrs. Trunnion, composing her countenance into 
a look of religious demureness, rebuked him for his 
profane way of talking ; and asked in a magisterial 
tone, if he intended never to lay aside that brutal 
behaviour I Irritated at this reproach, he answ^cred 
in terms of indignation, that he knew how to behave 
himself as well as e’er a woman that wore a head, 
hade her mind her own affairs, and, with another 
repetition of oaths, gave her to understand that he 
would be master in his own house. 


This insinuation operated upon her spirits like 
friction upon a glass globe ; her face gleamed with 
resentment, and every pore seemed to emit particle* 
of flame. She replied with incredible fluency of 
the bitterest expressions. lie retorted equal rage 
in broken hints and incoherent imprecations. She 
rejoined with redoubled fury, and in conclusion he 
was fain to betake himself to flight, ejaculating 
curses against her, and muttering sometliing con- 
cerning the brandy-bottle, which, however, he took 
care should never reach her ears. 

From his own house he went directly to visit 
Mrs. I’iekle. to whom ho imparted l*eregrine’s 
ejustle, w^ith many eneomiums upon the hoy’s pro- 
mising parts ; and finding his commendations hut 
coldly received, desired she w'ould permit him to 
take his godson under his own care. 

'rhis lady, w iiose family w'as now increased by 
another son, who seemed to engross her care for 
the present, had not seen ]*erry during a course of 
four years, and, with regard to him, was perfectly 
weam*d of that infirmity known by the name of 
maternal fondness; she therefore consented to the 
commodore’s request with great condescension, and 
a ])olite compliment to him on the concern he had 
all along manifested for the welfare of the child. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

The Commodore takes Pcrcfjrine under his own care — The 
Boy arrives at the Garrison — Is straiif'cly received by his 
own Mother— Kilters into a Confederacy with Hatchway 
and Pipes, and executes a couple of wagghh Enterpribes 
upon his Aunt. 

Trunnion having obtained this permission, that 
very afternoon despatched the lieutenant in a post- 
chaise to Keypstick’s house, from whence, in two 
days he returned witli our young hero ; who being 
now in the eleventh year of his age, had outgrown 
the expectation of all his family, and was remark- 
able for the beauty and elegance of his ])erson. 
His godfather was transported at his arrival, as if 
he had been actually the issue of his own loins, 
lie shook him heartily by the hand, turned him 
round and round, surveyed him from top to bottom, 
bade Hatclniay take notice how handsomely he was 
built; squeezed his hand again, saying, “ l)— n }e. 
you dog, 1 suppose you don’t value such an old 
crazy son of a liiteh as me a rope’s end. You have 
forgot how I was wont to dandle you on my knee, 
when you was a little urchin no bigger than the 
davit, and played a thousand tricks njnm me, 
burning my hacco-pouches, and poisoning my 
rumbo: O, d — n ye, you can grin fast enough, I 
see ; I warrant you have learnt more things than 
writing and the Latin lingo.” Even ’I’nin Pipes 
expressed uncommon satisfaction on this joyful 
occasion : and coming up to I'erry, thrust forth liis 
fore paw, and accosted him with the salutation of 
“ What cheer, my young master ? 1 am glad to see 
thee with all my heart.” These compliments being 
passed, his uncle halted to the door of his wife’s 
chamber, at which he stood hallooing, “Here’s your 
kinsman Perry ; belike you won’t come and bid him 
welcome.” — “l..ord I Mr. Trunnion,” said she, “why 
will you continually harass me in this manner with 
your impertinent intrusion ?” “ 1 harrow you,” 

replied the commodore ; “ ’sblood, I believe your 
upper works are damag(‘d ; I only came to inform 
you that here was your cousin, whom you have not 
seen these four long years ; and I'll he d — d if 
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there is such another of his age within the king’s 
dominions, d’ye see, either for make or mettle ; he's 
i credit to the name, d’ye see ; but d — n my eyes. 
I’ll say no more of the matter ; if you come, you 
may ; if you won’t, you may let it alone.”— “ Well, 
1 won’t come, then,” answered his yoke-fellow, “for 
1 am at present more agreeably employed,” — “ Oho I 
you are? I believe so tooj” cried the commodore, 
making wr^ faces, and mimicking the action 
of dram-drmking. Then addressing himself to 
Hatchway, “ Prithee, Jack,” said he, “ go and try 
thy skill on that stubborn hulk ; if any body can 
bring her about, 1 know you wool.” The lieutenant 
accordingly taking his station at the door, conveyed 
his persuasion in these words ; “ What, won’t you 
turn out and hail little Perry? It will do your 
heart good to see such a handsome young dog ; I’m 
sure he is the very moral of you, and as like as if 
he had been sjut out of your own mouth, as the 
saying is ; do show a little respect for your kinsman, 
can’t you?” — To this remonstrance she replied in a 
mild tone of voice, “ Dear Mr. Hatchway, you are 
always teasing one in such a manner ; siire 1 am, 
nobody can tax me with unkindness, or want of 
natural affection so saying, she opened the door, 
and advancing to the hall where her nephew stood, 
received him very graciously, and observed that he 
was the very image of her papa. 

In the afternoon, he was conducted by the com- 
modore to the liouse of his parents ; and, strange to 
tell, no sooner was he presented to his mother, than 
her countenance changed, she ejed him with tokens 
of affliction and surprise, and, bursting into tears, 
exclaimed her child was dead, and this w^as no 
other than an imj)ostor whom they had brought to 
defraud her sorrow. Trunnion was conibiinded at 
this unaccountable passion, which had no other 
foundation than caprice and whim; and Gamaliel 
himself was so disconcerted and unsettled in liis 
own belief, which began to waver, that he knew 
not liow to behave towards tlie boy, wdiom his god- 
father immediately carried back to tlie garrison, 
swearing all llie way that Perry should never cross 
their threshold again with his good will. Nay, so 
much w'as he incensed at this unnatural and absurd 
renunciation, that he refused to carry on any further 
correspondence with 3’ickh*, until he was appeased 
by his solicitations and submission, and 3*cregrine 
owned as his son and heir. Put this acknowledg- 
ment was made without the privity of his wife, 
whose vicious aversion In* w as obliged, in appear- 
ance, to adopt. Thus exiled from his father’s house, 
the young gentleman was left entirely to the 
disposal of the commodore, whose affection for him 
daily increased, insomuch that he could scarce 
prevail upon himself to part with him when his 
education absolutely required that he should be 
otherwise disposed of. 

In all probability, this extraordinary attachment 
was, if not produced, at least rivetted, by that pe- 
culiar turn in Peregrine’s imagination, which we 
have already observed ; and which, during his 
residence in the castle, appeared in sundry strata- 
gems he practised upon his uncle and aunt, under 
the auspices of Afr. Hatchway, w ho assisted him in 
the contrivance and execution of all his schemes. 
Nor was Pipes exempted from a share in their un- 
dertakings ; for, being a trusty fclhw, not without 
dexterity in some cases, and altogether resigned to 
their will, they found him a serviceable instrument 
for their purpose, and used him accordingly. 


The first sample of their art was exhibited upon 
Mrs. Trunnion. They terrified that good lady with 
strange noises when she retired to her devotion. 
Pipes was a natural genius in the composition of 
discords ; he could imitate the sound produced by 
the winding of a jack, the filing of a saw, pd the 
swinging of a malefactor hanging in chains; he 
could counterfeit the braying of an ass, the screech- 
ing of a night owl, the caterwauling of cats, the 
howling of a dog, the squeaking of a pig, the crow- 
ing of a cock ; and he had learned the war whoop 
uttered by the Indians in North America. These 
talents were exerted successively at different times 
and places, to the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, the 
discomposure of the commodore himself, and the 
consternation of all the servants in the castle. — 
Peregrine with a sheet over his clothes, sometimes 
tumbled before his aunt in flic twilight, when her 
organs of vision were a little impaired by the 
cordial she had swallowed; and the hoatsAvain’s 
mate taught him to shoe cats with walnut shells, so 
that they made a most dreadful clattering in their 
nocturnal excursions. The mind of Mrs. Trunnion 
was not a little disturbed by these alarms, Avhii'h, 
in her opinion, portended the death of some priii- 
cijial person in the family ; she redoubled her re- 
ligious exercises, and fortilied her spirits with fresh 
potations ; nay, she began to take notice that Air. 
'rrunnion’s constitution was very much broke, and 
seemed dissatisfied when peojile observed that they 
never saw him look better. Her freqmmt visits to 
the closet, where all her consolation was deposited, 
inspired the eonfedcraU'S Avith a device which had 
like to have been attended W'ith tragical conse- 
(juenees. They found an opportunity to infuse jalap 
in one of her case-hotllt‘s, and she look so largi*ly 
of this medicine, that her constitution had Avell nigh 
sunk under the violence of its effect. She suffered 
a succession of fainting fits that reduced h(‘r to the 
brink of the grave, in spite of all the remedies that 
were administered by a physician, aaIio was called 
in the beginning of her disorder. After having 
examined the symptoms, ho declared that the pa- 
tient had been poisoned with arsenic, and prescribed 
oily draughts and lubricating injections, to defend 
the coats of llie stomach and intestines from the 
vellieating particles of that pernieions mineral ; at 
the same time hinting, wdth a look of infinite sa- 
gacity, that it was not difficult to divine the whole 
mystery. He affected to dejiiore the poor lady, as 
if she was exjiosed to more attemiits of the same 
nature ; thereby glancing obli([uely at the innocent 
commodore, Avhom the officious son of -dCsculapiiis 
suspected as the author of this expedient, to rid 
his hands of a yoke-fellow for whom he was well 
knoAvn to have no great devotion. This impertinent 
and malicious insinuation made some impreswsiou 
upon the bystanders, and furnished ample field for 
slander to asperse the morals of Trunnion, who w as 
represented through the wliole district as a monster 
of barbarity. — Na>, tlie sufferer herself, though she 
behaved with great decency and prudence, could 
not help entertaining some small diffidence of luT 
husband ; not that she imagined he had any design 
upon her life, hut that he had been at pains to 
adulterate the brandy, with a view of detaching 
her from that favourite liquor. 

On this supposition she resolved to act with more 
caution for the future, without setting on foot any 
inquiry about the affair; while the commodore, 
imputing her indisposition to some natural cause, 
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after tTie danger was past never bestowed a thought 
upon the subject ; so tliat the perpretators were 
quit of their fear, which, however, had punished 
them so eflcctually, that they never would hazard 
any more jokes of the same nature. 

The shafts of tlieir wit were now directed against 
the commander himself, whom they teazed and ter- 
rified almost out of his senses. One day while lie 
was at dinner, I'ipes came and told him that there 
w{LS a ])erson below that wanted to speak with him 
immediately about an affair of the greatest impor- 
tance, that would admit of no delay ; upon wliich 
he ordered the stranger to be told that he was 
engaged, and that he must send up his name and 
business. To this demand he received for answer 
a message, importing that the person’s name w'as 
unknown to him, and his business of such a nature, 
that it could not be disclosed to any one but the 
commodore himself, whom lie earnestly desired to 
see without loss of time. 

^rriiiinion, surprised at this importunity, got up 
V illi great reluctanee in the middle of his meal, and 
dt'sceiiding to a [)arl()nr where the stranger was, 
asked him in a surly tone what he wanted with him 
in sueh a d — ned hurry, that he eouid not wait till 
he had made an end of his mess? The other, not 
at all diseoneerted at this rough address, advanced 
close up to him on his tijitoes, and, with a look of 
eonlidenee and conceit, laying liis mouth to one 
side of th(‘ eonimodore's head, whisjiered softly in 
his ear, “ Sir, J am the attorney mIioiu you wanted 
to converse with in private.” “'fhe attorney !” 
cried 'rrumiion, staring and half choked with eholer. 
“ Yes, sir, at your service,” replied this retainer to 
the law, “ and, if } on jilease, the sooner yi e despatch 
the affair, tin* better; for it is an old observation, 
that delay breeds danger.” “"j’nily, brother,” said 
the eonimodore, w ho could no longer contain him- 
self, “ I do confess that I am very niiieh of jour 
way of thinking, d've see; and therefore you shall 
he dispatched in a tnee;” so saying, he lifted up 
his walking statf, which was something hetyveen a 
eruteli and a cudgel, and discharged it with such 
energy on the seat of tlie altornev’s understanding, 
that, if tliere had been anything but solid hone, the 
contents of his skull must have been evacuated. 

Ftirlified as he yias by nature against all sueh 
assaults, he could not witlistand the momentum of 
the blow', which in au instant laid him flat on the 
lloor, deprivi'd of all sensi* and motion ; and Trun- 
nion hopped up stairs to dinner, iqiplauding himself 
in ejaculations all the way for the v eiigeanee he had 
taken on such an impudent pettifogging miscreant. 

'file attorney no sooner aw'uked from his trance, 
into wdiieh he had heeii so unexpectedly lulled, than 
h(* cast his eyes around in quest of evidence, hy 
winch he might he enabled the more easily to prove 
Hie injury he had sustained; hut not a soul appear- 
ing, he made shift to get npvm his legs again, and, 
with the blood triekliug over liis nose, followed 
one of the servants into the dining-room, resolved 
to come to an exydaiiatioii w ith the assailant, and 
either extort moiu-y from him by yvay of satisfac- 
tion, or provoke him to a second apjdieation before 
witnesses. With this view he entered the room in 
n peal of clamour, to the amazement of all jireseiit, 
and the terror of Ylrs. 'IVunnion, who shrieked at 
the njipoaranee of sueh a spirtacle; and addressing 
hiinselfto tlu‘ commodore, “• I'll tell you what, sir,” 
said he, “if there he law in Ihiglarid, I’ll make you 
smart for this here assault. You think you have 


screened yourself from a prosecution, by sending 
all your servants out of the way, but that circum- 
stance will appear upon trial to he a plain proof 
of the malice prepense with which the fact was 
committed, especially wdien corroborated hy the 
evidence of this liere letter, under your own hand, 
whereby 1 am desired to come to your oyvn house 
to transact an affair of consequence.” 8o saying, 
he jiroduced the writing, and read the contents in 
these words : — 

M R. Roger Ravine. 

‘Sir, — B eing in a manner prisoner in my own house, 1 
dcsiie you will give me a call precisely at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, and insist upon seeing me yourself, as I have an 
affair of great conse(|uence, in which your particular advice 
s wanted by your humble servant, 

“Hawser Trunnion.*' 

The one-eyed commander, who had been satisfied 
with the eliastisenient he had already bestowed upon 
the plaintiff', hearing him read this audacious piece 
•f forgery, yvliieh he considered as the eflect of his 
own villany, started up from table, and seizing a 
huge turkey that lay in a dish before him, yvould 
have ajiplied it, sauce and all, hy way of poultice 
to his wound, had he not been restrained hy Hatch- 
way, w'ho laid fast hold on both his arms, and fixed 
him to his chair again, advising the attorney to 
sheer off with w hat he had got. Ear from following 
this salutary counsel, he redoubled liis threats, and 
set 'JVunmon ak defiance, telling him he w’us not a 
man of true couragis although he had commanded a 
ship of war, or else he would not have alt ( ked any 
person in such a cowardly and elandesiiiie manner. 
This })rovocation would have answered liis puriiose 
eflcctually, had not his adversarj’s indignation been 
rejircssed* hv the suggestions of the lieutenant, who 
desired his friend in a whisper to he easy, for he 
would take care to have the attorney tossed in a 
blanket for his presumption. This proposal, which 
lie received with great approbation, pacified him in 
a moment ; he wiped the sw eat from his forehead, 
and his fiaitures relaxed into a grim smile. 

Hatchway disapjieared, and liavine ])roceeded 
with great fluency of abuse, until he was interrupted 
hy the arrival of Tipes, who, without any ex])()stu- 
latkni, led him out hj the hand, and conducted him 
to the vard, where he was put into a carpet, and in 
a twinkling sent into the air hy tlu' strength and 
dexterity of five stout operators, whom tlie lieu- 
tenant had selected from the number of domestics 
for that singular s]>cll of dut v. 

In vain did the astonished vanlter heg for the 
love of Hod and pa.ssion of ('hrist, that they would 
take pitv iijuni him, and put an end to his involiiii 
tary gambols ; they w ere deaf to Ids jirayers and 
protestations, cach when he swore, in the most 
solemn manner, that, if they v\oulcl cease torment- 
ing him, he would forget and forgive what wais 
past, ;md depart in peace to his own habitation; 
and continued the game till they were fatigued with 
the exercise. 

Kavine being dismissed in a most melancholy 
plight, brought an action of assault and battery 
against the eomiiiodore, and subjarnaed all the ser- 
vants as evidences in the cause; hut as none of 
them had seen what hajqiened, he did not find 
his aeeount in the jiroseeulion, though he himself 
examined all the witnesses, and, among other ques- 
tions, asked whether they hud not seen him come 
in like another man ; and whether they had ever 
seen :uiv v‘ther man in such a condition as that in 
w hich he had crawled olf. Hut this last interro- 
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gation tney were not obliged to answer, because it 
had reference to the second discipline he had 
undergone, in which they, and they only, were 
concerned ; and no person is bound to give testi- 
mony against himself. 

In short, the attorney was nonsuited, to the satis- 
faction of all who knew him, and found himself 
under the necessity of proving that he had received, 
in course of post, the letter, which was declared 
in court a scandalous forgery, in order to prevent 
an indictment with which he was threatened by tlie 
commodore, who little dreamed that the whole 
affair had been planned and executed by Peregrine 
and his associates. 

The next enterprise in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a scheme to frighten 'IVimnion with 
an apparition, which they prepared and executed 
in this manner : to the hide of a large ox. Pipes 
fitted a leathern vizor of a most terrible appear- 
ance, stretched on the jaws of a shark, which he 
liad brought from sea, and accommodated with a 
couple of broad glasses instead of eyes. On the 
inside of these, he placed two rush lights, and, with 
a composition of sulphur and saltpetre, made a 
pretty large fuse, which he fixed between two rows 
of the teeth. This equipage being finished, he, one 
dark night chosen for &e purpose, put it on, and 
following the commodore into a long passage, in 
which he was preceded by Pe^ with a light in his 
hand, kindled his fire-work witn a match, and be- 
gan to bellow like a bull. The boy, as it was con- 
certed, looking behind him, screamed aloud, and 
dropjied the light, which was extinguished in the 
fall ; when Trunnion, alarmed at his nephew’s con- 
sternation, exclaimed, “ Zounds ! wliat’s the mat- 
ter?” And, turning about to see the cause of his 
dismay, beheld a hideous phantom vomiting blue 
flame, which aggravated the horrors of its aspect. 
Tie was instantly seized with an agony of fear, 
Mhich divested him of his reason; nevertheless, he, 
as it were mechanically, raised his trusty supporter 
ill his own defence, and the apparition advancing 
towards him, aimed it at this dreadfUl annoyance 
with such a convulsive exertion of strength, that, 
had not the blow chanced to light upon one of the 
liorns, Mr. Pipes would have had no cause to value 
himself upon his invention. Misapplied as it was, 
he did not fail to stagger at the shock, and, dread- 
ing another such salutation, closed with the com- 
modore, and having tripped up his heels, retreated 
with gi’eat expedition. 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to recol- 
lect himself a httle, ran with all the marks of dis- 
turbance and affright, and called up the servants 
to the assistance of their master ; whom they found 
in a cold sweat upon the floor, his features betoken- 
ing horror and confusion. Hatchway raised him 
up, and, having comforted him with a cup of Nantz, 
began to inquire into the cause of Ids disorder; but 
he could not extract one word of answer from his 
friend, who, after a considerable pause, during which 
he seemed to be wrapped up in profound contem- 
plation, pronounced aloud, “By the Jxird! Jack, 
you may say what you wool ; but I’ll he d — n’d if 
it was not Davy Jones himself I know him by 
his saucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, and the blue smoke that came out of his 
nostrils. What does the blackguard hell’s baby 
want with me? I am sure I never committed 
murder, except in the way of my profession, nor 
wronged any man whatsomever since I first went 


to sea.” This same Davy Jones, according to the 
mythology of sailors, is the fiend that presides 
over all the evil spirits of the deep, and is often 
seen in various shapes, perching among the rigging 
on the eve of hurricanes, shipwrecks, and other 
disasters, to which a seafaring life is exposed; 
warning the devoted wretch of death and woe. No 
wonder then that Trunnion was disturbed by a sup- 
posed visit of this demon, which in his opinion 
foreboded some dreadful calamity. 

CIIAin’ER XIV. 

lie is also by their advice engaged in an Adventure with ll»e 

Exciseman, who does not lind his Account in his own 
Drollery. 

Howsoever preposterous and unaccouiitahle that 
passion may be, which priunjits persons, otherwise 
generous and sympathizing, to utfiict and perplex 
their fellow-creatures, certain it is, our eonfederates 
entertained such a large proportion of it, that, not 
satisfied with the pranks they had already played, 
they still persecuted the commodore without ceas- 
ing. In the course of his own history, the particu- 
lars of \Uiich he delighted to recount, he hud often 
rehearsed an adventure of deer-stealing, in which, 
during the unthinking impetuosity of his youtli, he 
had been unfortunately concerned. Ear from suc- 
ijeeding in that achievement, he and his associates 
had, it seems, been made prisoners, after an obsti- 
nate engagement with the keepers, and carried 
before a neighbouring justice of the peace, who 
used Trunnion with great indignity, and with his 
comptinions committed him to jail. 

His own relations, and in particular an niiele, or 
whom he chiefly depended, treated him during Ins 
confinement with great rigour and inhumanity, and 
absolutely refused to interpose his intlueriee in his 
behalf, unless he would sign a writing obliging 
himself to go to sea w ithin thirty day s after his re- 
lease, under the penalty of being proeei'ded against 
as a felon. The alternative was, cither to undergo 
this voluntary exile, or remain in prison disowned 
and deserted everybody, and, after all, suffer an 
ignominious trial, that might end in a sentence of 
transportation for life. He, therefore, w ithout much 
hesitation, embraced the proposal of his kinsman, 
and, as he observed, was, in less than a month after 
his discharge, turned adrift to the mercy of the 
wind and w aves. 

Since that period he had never maintained any 
correspondence with his relations, all of w horn had 
concurred in seuding him off; nor would he ever 
pay the least regard to the humiliations and sup- 
plications of some among them, who had ])rostrated 
themselves before him, on the advancement of his 
fortune ; hut he retained a most inveterate resent- 
ment against his uncle, who was still in being, 
though extremely old and infirm, and frequently 
mentioned hisname with all the bitterness of revenge. 

Perry being perfectly well ac(puiintcd with the 
particulars of this story, which he had heard so 
often reiieated, proposed to Hatchway, that a p<T- 
son should he hired to introduce himself to the 
commodore, with a supposititious letter of recom- 
mendation from this detested kinsman ; an imposi- 
tion that, in all likelihood, would afford abundance 
of diversion. 

The lieutenant relished the scheme, and young 
Pickle having composed an epistle for the occasion, 
the exciseman of the parish, a fellow of great 
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Impudence and some humour, in whom Hatchway 
could confide, undertook to transcribe and deliver 
it with his own hand, and also personate the man in 
whose favour it was feigned to be writ. He ac- 
cordingly one morning arrived on horseback at the 
garrison, two hours at least before Tninnion used 
to get up, and gave PipCs, who admitted him, to 
understand, that he had a letter for his master, 
which he was ordered to deliver to notie but the 
commodore himself. This message was no sooner 
communicated, than the indignant chief, who had 
been waked for the purpose, began to curse the 
messenger for breaking his rest, and swore he would 
ttot budge till his usual time of turning out. This 
resolution being conveyed to the stranger, he desired 
the carrier to go back and tell him, he had such 
ioyful tidings to imj)art, that he was sure the com- 
modore would think himself amply rewarded for 
lis trouble, even if he had been raised from the 
Trave to receive them. 

This assurance, flattering as it was, would not 
[lave been pow'erful enough to persuade him, had it 
lot lieeii ashisted with the exhortations of his spouse, 
ivhich never failed to influence his conduct. He 
herefore crept out of hod, though not without 
Treat repugnance, and, wrapiiing himself in his 
morning gown, was supported down stairs, rubbing 
lis eye, yawning fearfully, and grumbling all the 
kvay. As soon as he popped his head into the par- 
our, the suiiposed stranger made divers awkward 
lows, and with a grinning aspect accost(‘d him in 
,!iese wwds. “ Your most humble servant, most 
lohle commodore ! 1 hope you are in good health ; 
sou look pure and hearty; and, if it was not for 
hat misfortune of your eye, one would not desire 
[o see a more pleasant countenance in a summer’s 
lay. Sure as I am a living soul, one would take 
you lobe on this side of threescore. Laud helji us I 
I should liave known you to he a Trunnion, if 1 had 
met w ith y ou in the midst of Salisbury plain, as the 
-laj ing is.” The commodore, who wms not at all in 
:he humour of relishing such an impertinent pre- 
inihle, interrupted him in this jdace, saying, with a 
[leevish accent, “ Pshaw ! pshaw ! hrotlier, there's no 
lecasion to bowse out so much unnecessary gum ; if 
\ (HI can’t bring your discoursi* to bear on the right 
•.uhj{‘et, you had much bettei cla])a stopper on your 
'onguc, and bring yourself iij), d’y e see. 1 was told 
v'ou had something to deliver.” “Deliver!” cried the 
ivaggish impostor, “ odds heart ! 1 have got some- 
hing for you that will make your very entrails re- 
oice within your body. Here’s a letter from a dear 
ind worthy friend of yours. Take, read it, and be 
lappy. Blessings on his old heart! one w'ould 
hink lie had renewed his age, like the eagles.” 
rruiinion’s expectation being thus raised, he called 
or his sjiectacles, adjusted them to his eye, took 
he letter, and, being curious to know' the subscrip- 
ion, no sooner perceived his uncle’s name, than he 
started back, liis lip quivered, and he began to shake 
n every limb with resentment and surprise ; never- 
heless eager to know the subject of an epistle from 
I piTson who liad never before troubled him with 
iny sort of address, he endeavoured to recollect 
liniself, and perused the contents, which wore 
-hese. 

“ Lt)ViN<i Nei'ukw, — I (louht lint but you will be rejoiced 
n bear of my wcllare ; and well you may, coiibideriiig what a 
iviiid uncle 1 have been to you in the days of your youth, and 
lv(jw little you deserved any nicb Ihiiif?, for you was nh\a\s 
‘ f’raeelehs youui' man, jjiven to wicked courses and bad 
ompany, whereby you would have come to a shamctul end, 


had it not been for my care in sending you out of mischiefi 
way. But this is not the cause of my present writing. The 
bearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is a distant relation of yours, 
being the son of the cousin of your aunt Margery, and is not 
over and above well as to worldly matters. He thinks of going 
to London, to see for some post in the excise or customs, if so 
be that you will recommend him to some great roan of your 
acquaintance, and give him a small matter to keep him till 
ho is provided. I doubt not, nephew, but you will be glad 
to serve him, if it was no more but for the respect you bear 
to me, who am, 

“Loving nephew, your aflectionate uncle, and servant 
to command, “Todiaii Thunnion.'’ 

It would be a difficult task for the inimitable 
Hogarth himself to exhibit the ludicrous expression 
of the commodore’s countenance, while he read 
this letter. It was not a stare of astonishment, a 
convulsion of rage, or a ghastly grin of revenge, 
but an association of all three, that took possession 
of his features. At length he hawked up, w ith in- 
credible straining, the inteijection Ah I that seemed 
to have stuck some time in his windpipe, and thus 
gave vent to his indignation. “ Have I come along 
side of yon at last, you old stinking curmudgeon I 
you lie, you lousy hulk, you lie — you did all in 
y our power to founder me when I was a stripling ; 
and, as for being graceless, and w'ieked, and keep- 
ing had company, you tell a d — ned lie again, jou 
thief; there was not a more peaceable lad in the 
county, and T kept no bad company hut your own, 
d’ye see. Therefore, you Trickle, or what’s your 
name, tell the old rascal that sent you hither, that 1 
spit in his fact\ and call him horse ; that I tear his 
letter into rags, so ; and that T trample upon it as I 
would upon his owm villanous carcase, d’ye see.” 
So saying, he danced in a short of frenzy upon the 
fragments of the paper, which lie had scattered 
about the room, to the inexpressible satisfaction of 
the triiimvirat(\ w lio beheld the scene. 

The exciseman having got between him and the 
door, which was left open for Ins escape, in case of 
necessity, afleeted great confusion and surprise at 
bis behaviour, saying, with an air of mortitication, 
“Lord be merciful unto me! is this the way you 
treat your ov n relations, and the reooinmendatiiui 
of your best friend ! Surely all gratitude and 
virtue has left this sinful world ! AVhat will (*ousin 
Tim, and Dick, and Tom, and good mother Ihpkin. 
and her daugliters, cousins Sue and I’rue, and J ‘eg, 
with all the rest of our kinsfolk, saj, when tliey 
hear of this unconscionable reception that 1 have 
met with? Consider, sir, that ingratitude is worse 
than the sin of witchcraft, as tlie Apostle wisely 
oh.serves ; and do not send me awaj' with such uii- 
ehristian usage, which will lav a heavy load of 
guilt upon jour poor miserable soul.” “What, 
you are on a cruise for a post, hrotlier Trickle, 
aii't ye?” said 'J'rimnion, interrupting him, “we 
sliall find a post for you in a trice, my boj'. Here, 
3’ipes, take this saiicj' son of a bitch, belay him to 
the whipping-post in the jard. I’ll teach you to 
rowee me iii tlie morning with such impertinent 
messages.” Pipes, w'ho wanted to carry the joke 
farther than the exciseman dreamed of, laid hold of 
liim in a twinkling, and executed the orders of his 
commander, iiotwitlistunding all his nods, winking, 
and significant gestures, which the boatswain’s 
mate would by no means understand ; so tliat he 
began to repent of the part he acted in this per- 
fonnaiiee, which was like to end so tragically', and 
stood fastened to the stake, in a very disagreeable 
^ite of suspense, casting many a rueful look over 
his left shoulder, while Pipes was absent u> quest of 
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a cat aiid nine tails, in expectation of being relieved 
!)y the interposition of the lieutenant, who did not, 
however, appear. Tom, returning with the instru- 
ment of correction, undressed the delinquent in a 
trice, and whispering in his ear, that he was very 
sorry for being employed in such an office, but durst 
not for his soul di^)bey the orders of his comman- 
der, flourished the scourge about his head, and, 
with admirable dexterity, made such a smarting 
application to the* ofl'ender’s hack and shoulders, 
that the distracted gauger performed sundry new 
cuts with his feet, and bellowed hideously with pain, 
to the infinite satisfaction of the spectators. At 
length, when he was almost flea’d from his rump to 
the nape of his neck, liatcliway, w ho had purposely 
absented himself hitherto, appeared in the yard, 
and, interj>osing in his hehaW, prevailed upon 'JVun- 
nion to call off the execuUOner, and ordered the 
mal(‘factor t{j be released. 

The exciseman, mad w'ith the catastrophe he had 
undergone, threatened to he revenged upon his em- 
ployers, by making a candid confession of the 
whole plot ; hut the lieutenant giving him to under- 
stand, that, in so doing, he would bring iijxm liim- 
sclf a prosecution for fraud, forgery, andim])os(ure, 
he w'as fain to put up with liis loss, and sneaktxi 
out of the garrison, attended with a volley of 
curses discharged upon him by the commodore, 
who was exceedingly irritated by the disturbance 
and disappointment he had undergone. 


CIIArTER XV. 

The Commodore detects the M.uhinatioiis of the Conspira- 
tors, and hues a Tutor lor i’ercffrine, -whom he settles at 
Wiiieliester School. 

This w'as not tlie least ufllietion he stiflered from 
the unwearied endea\()urs and inexhausted inven- 
tion of his tonnentors, w ho liarassv'd him with such 
a variety of miscliievoiis jiraiiks, than lie lieguu to 
think all the devils in hell had conspired against 
liis peace ; and accordingly het ame very serious 
and e<)ntein])lati\e on the subject. 

In tlic course of his meditations, A\hcn he re- 
collected and compared Ihc circumstances of every 
morti-fication to v\ hieli he had been lately exposed, 
he could not liel]) suspecting that some of them 
must have been contrived to vex him; and, as he 
was not ignorant of his lieutenant’s disposition, nor 
unacquainted with tlie talents of l*crcgrme, he re- 
solved to ohsci Ac them both for the futun*w'ith the 
utmost care and eircums])ecti(m. 'Phis re.solntion, 
aided by the incautious conduct of the eonsjiirator.s, 
whom, by this time, success bad rendered lieedless 
and indiscreet, was attended with the desired effect. 
He in a little time tleteeled IVrry in a new plot, 
and, by dint of a little chastisement, and a great 
many threats, extorted from him a confession of all 
the contrivances in which he had been concerned. 
The commodore was thunderstruck at the discovery, 
and so much incensed against llalelnvay for the 
part he had acted in the wliole, that he deliberated 
with himself, whether he should demand satisfac- 
tion with sword and pistol, or disnii.ss him from (he 
garrison, and renounce all friendship with him at 
once. Hut he had been so long accustomed to Jack's 
company, that he could not live w ithoiit him ; and, 
upon more cool reflection, perceiving that what he 
had done was rather the effect of wantonness than 
malice, which he himself would have laughed to 


see take place upon any other person, he deter - 
mined to devour his chagrin, and extend his for- 
giveness even to Vipes, whom, in the first sally^ of 
his passion, he had looked upon in a more criminal 
light than that of a simple mutineer. This deter- 
mination was seconded by another, which he thought 
absolutely necessary for his own repose, and in which 
his own interest, and that of liis nephew concurred. 

Teregrine, wlio was now turned of twelve, liad 
mad(‘ such advances under the instruction of Jen- 
nings, that he often disputed upon grammar, and 
w'as sometimes thought to have tlie better in his 
contests w ith the ])arish jiriest, who, notwith.stand- 
ingthis acknowledged superiority of his antagonist, 
did great j ustiec to liis genius, Avliich he assured 
Mr. 'JYunnion w^ould be lost for w'ant of cultivation, 
if the hoy was not immediately sent to prosecute 
his studies at some jiroper seminary of learning. 

This maxim had been more than once inculcated 
upon the conmiodore by Mrs. JViiiinion, who, over 
and above the di'lereiiee she paid to tlie parson's 
o])iniou, had a reason of her own for v islniig to see 
the house clear of I’eregrine, at w hose prying dis- 
position she began to he very uneasy. Induced by 
lhe.se motives, which were joined h> the solicitation 
of tlie youth himself, who ardently longed to see a 
little more iif the world, his uncle determined to 
send him forthwith to Winehester,uiuh*r the imme- 
diate care and insjiectioii of a governor, to whom 
hv‘ alloAved a very handsome appointment for tliat 
purpose. This ginitleman, wdiosc name was Mr. 
Jacob Jolter, had been schoolfellow with the parson 
of the parish, \> ho recommended him to JVlrs. UYuii- 
nion as a per.sou of great worth and learning, in 
every respect ([iialified for the office of a tutor, lie 
likewise addeil, by w'ay of eulogiiiin, that he was a 
man of exemplary piety, and particularly zealous 
for the honour of the church of which lie was a 
memher, having been many years in holy orders, 
though he did not then exercise any function of 
the prie.sthood. Indeed Mr. Jolter’s zeal was so 
exceedingly fervent, as on some occasions to get 
the better of liis discretion; for, being a high 
cliurclimaii, and of conseipieiiec a malcontent, his 
resenfineiit was habituated into an unsurinoiintahle 
prejudice against the prc'sent disposition of alfair.s, 
which, h) confounding the nation with the ministry, 
sometimes led liim into eiTorieous, not to say ali.^'iird 
calculations ; otherw ise a man of good morals, well 
vtr.sed m inatheniatics and school divinity, studies 
w'liich had not at all contributed to swiTteii and 
imbeiid the natural sourness and severity of his 
complexion. 

'riiis gentleman being destined to the charge of 
supei intending IVrry’s education, everj thing w^as 
prepar<*d for their depaiture ; and Tom J‘ipes, in 
consequence of his own ])etition, juit into livery, 
and appointed footman to the young sipiire. Hut, 
bel'ore they set out, the eoininodore paid the com])li- 
inent of eommunieatiiighis design to Mr. Ihckle, who 
approved of the plan, though he durst not venture 
to see the hoy ; so much was he intimidated by the' 
remonstrances of bis wife, whose aversion to her 
firstborn became eviu'y day more inveterate and 
unaeeountable. This unnatural caprice seemed to 
be siip|)orted by a consideration which, one wumld 
iinagini*, might have rather vanquished her disgust. 
Her second son Clam, who was now in the fourth 
year of his age, had been rickety from the cradle, 
and as remarkalily unpromising in apju'arance a.x 
Terry was agreeable in liis person. As the de- 
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formity increased, the mother’s fondness was aug- 
mented, and the virulence of her hate against the 
other son seemed to prevail in the same proportion. 

Ear from allowing Perry to enjoy the common 
privileges of a child, she would not suffer him to 
approach his father’s house, expressed uneasiness 
whenever his name happened to he mentioned, 
sickened at his praise, and in all respects behaved 
like a most rancorous stepmother. Though she no 
longer retained that ridiculous notion of his being 
an imi)ostor, she still continued to abhor him, as if 
she really believed him to be such ; and when any 
person desired to know the cause of her surprising 
lislike, she always lost her temper, and peevisldy 
[•eplied, that she had reasons of her own, which she 
was not obliged to declare ; nay, so much w'as she 
ifiected by this vicious partiality, that she broke off 
ill commerce with her sister-in-law and the eom- 
iiodore, because they favoured the j)oor child with 
Jieir countenance and })rotecti()ri. 

Jler jnalice, however, was frustrated by the love 
ind generosity of 'J’nmnion, who, having ado])t<*d 
lim as his own son, equipped liim accordingly, and 
•arried him and his governor in his own coach to 
he place of destination, where tln‘y whtc settled on 
i very genteel footing, and everything regulated 
iccording to tlieir desires. 

IMrs. 'rruniiion liehaved with grc;jt decency at the 
lepart.ure of her nephew, to \vhom, with a great 
naiiy pious advices and injunctions to hchave with 
mhniission and reverence towards his tutor, she 
iresented a diamond ring of small valiu*, and a gold 
nedal, as tokens of her affection and esteem. As 
or the lieutenant, lie accompanied them in the 
•oach ; and such was the friendship he had con- 
raefed for Perry, tliat, when the commodore pro- 
losed to return, after ha\ing aeeomjilished the 
ntent of his journey, .lack absolutely refused to 
ittend linn, and signilieil his resolution to stay 
where he was. 

'rruniiion was the more startled at this declara- 


ion, as Ilatclnvay w'as become so necessary to him 
in almost all the purposes of his life, that he fore- 
saw he should not he able to exist without his com- 
pany. A’ot a little affected with this consideration, 
lie turned his eye ruefully ujxm the lieutenant, 
>aying, in a piteous tone, “ What ! leave me at last. 
Jack, after w’e have weathered so many hard gales 
together? 1) II my limbs! I tliouglit you had 
lieen more of an honest heart. 1 looked upon y ou 
is my foremast, and 'rom Pipes as my mizen; now 
lie is carried away ; if so be as you go too, my 
slnnding rigging being decayed, d’ye see, the first 
squall wdll bring me by the hoard. 1)— n ye, if iu 
fase 1 liave given offence, can’t you speak above 
hoard, and 1 shall make you amends.’’ 

.Jack being ashamed to own the true situation of 
his tlioiighls, after some hesitation, answmvd wdth 
perplexity and incoherenee, “ No, d -iiie! that an’t 
the ease neillier ; to he sure you always used mo in 
fin officer-like manner, that T must own, to give the 
devil Ids due, as tlie saying is; hut for all that, this 
here is the ease, 1 have some thoughts of going to 
School myself, to learn vour I^atin lingo ; for, as the 
saying is, Jktivr mend late than never. And i am 
mlbnned as how oiiti can get more for the money 
here than anywhere else.” 

In vain did 'JVunnioii endeavour to convince him 
of the folly of going to seliool at his years, by 
representing that the boys would make game of liim, 
and that he would become a laughing-stock to all 


the world ; he persisted in his resolution to stay 
and the commodore was fain to have recourse to 
the mediation of Pipes and Perry, who employed 
their influence with Jack, and at last prevailed 
upon him to return to the garrison, after Trunnion 
had promised he should be at liberty to visit them 
once a month. This stijmlation being settled, he 
and his friend took leave of the pupil, governor, 
and attendant, and next nwmirig set out for their 
habitation, wliich they reached in safety that same 
night. 

Such was Hatchway’s reluctance to leave J‘ere- 
griiie, that he is said, for the first time in his life, to 
hav(‘ looked misty at parting: certain I am, that, on 
the road homew’ards, after a long pause of siletice, 
which the commodore never dreamed of interriqit- 
ing, he exclaimed all of a sudden, “ i’ll be d— n’d 
if the dog ha 'n’t given me some stuff' to make me 
love him.” Indeed tliere w^as something congenial 
in the disjiosition of thesi* two friends, which never 
failed to manifest itself in the sequel, howsoever dif- 
ferent tb<*ir education, eireunistanees, and con- 
nexions happened to be. 

CHAPTER XVT. 

P 'cffTinc distinguishes liinisclf among liis School-fellows, 

exposes his Tutor, atul attracts the particular Notice of 
the Master. 

'I’jius l(‘ft to the prosecution of bis studies, Pere- 
grine was in a little time a distinguished character, 
not only for his aentem'ss of aiiprclicrision, but also 
for that mischit'vous fertility ol’ fancy, of which we 
have already' given such jiregnant examples. Put, 
as there was a great number of such luminaries in 
this new sphere to winch he belonged, his talents 
were not so conspicuous, while they shone in his 
single capacity, as tliey afterwards appeared, when 
they concentred and reflected the ray s of the whole 
constellation. 

At first b(‘ confined himself to puddling game, 
exercising his genius iqion his own tutor, who 
attracted his attention, by eiideavouriug to season 
his mind with certain political maxims, the fallacy 
of w liieli be had discernment enough to jiereeive. 
Scarce a day piassed in Avhicb be did not find means 
to render 5lr. .Jolter the oliject of ridicule; bis 
violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, awkward 
solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, afforded 
continual food for the raillery, petulance, and satire 
of his pmpil, wlio never neglected an opqiortuuity of 
laughing, and making others laugh at bis expense. 

(Sometimes, in their piarties, by mixing brandy in 
his w'iiie, he d(*coy ed this piedagogne into a debauch, 
during which his caution forsook liim, and he ex- 
piosed himself to the censure of t lie conqiany. Some- 
times, when the conversation turned npion intricate 
subjects, be piraetised upion him the Socratic me- 
thod of confutation, and, under pretence of being 
informed, by an aitful train of jmzzling ijiicstions, 
insensibly betrayed him into self-eoiitradietion. 

All the remains of authority w liich lie had hitherto 
[ireserved over Peregrine soon vanished ; so that, 
for the future, no sort of ceremony subsisted be- 
twixt them; and all Mr. d offer’s preeep^ts were 
conveyed in hints of friendly advice, which the 
other might either follow' or neglect at his ow'n 
pleasure. No w onder, then, that Peregrine gave a 
loose to his inclinations, and, by dint of genius, and 
an enterprising temper, made a figure among the 
younger class of heroes in the school. 
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Before he had been a full year at Winchester, he 
had signalized himself in so many achievements in 
defiance to the laws and regulations of the place, 
that he was looked upon with admiration, and ac- 
tually chosen Dux, or leader, by a large l»ody of 
his cotemporaries. It was not long before his fame 
reached the ears of his master, who sent for Mr. 
Jolter, communicated to him the informations ho 
had received, and desired him to check the vivacity 
of his charge, and redouble his vigilance in time to 
come, else he should be obliged to make a public 
example of his pupil for the benefit of the school. 

The governor, conscious of his own unimpor- 
tance, was not a little disconcerted at this injunction, 
which it was not in his power to fulfil by any com- 
pulsive means. lie therefore went liomc in a very 
pensive mood, and, after mature deliberation, re- 
solved to expostulate with JVregrine in the most 
familiar terms, and (‘iideavour to dissuade him from 
practices which might affect his character as well 
as interest. He accordingly frankly told him the 
subject of the master’s discourse, represented the 
disgrace he might incur by neglecting this 'warn- 
ing, and, putting him in mind of his own situation, 
hinted the consequences of the commodore’s dis- 
pleasure, in case he should he brought to disap- 
prove of his conduct. These insinuations made the 
greater impression, as they were delivered with 
many expressions of friendship and concern. The 
young gentleman was not so raw but that he could 
perceive the solidity of ^Ir. fJolter’s advice, to'U'hich 
he promised to conform, because his pride was in- 
terested in the affair; and he consid(‘red his own 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that in- 
famy which, even in idea, he could not bear. 

His governor, finding him so reasonable, profited 
by these moments of reflection ; and, in order to 
prevent a ndapse, proposed that he should engage 
in some delightful study tliat would agreeably amuse 
his imagination, and gradually detach him from 
those coiim‘xions which had involved him in so 
many trouhlesome adventures. For this purpose, 
he, with many raj)tur(ms encomiums, recoimneuded 
the mathematics, as yielding more rational and sen- 
sible pleasures to a youthful fancy than any other 
subject of coutemplatioii, and actually began to read 
Euclid w’itb him that same afternoon. 

reregrine entered upon this branch of learning 
with all that warmth of application which hoys 
commonly yield on the first change of study ; but 
he had scarce advanced beyond the Dons Astnorum, 
when his ardour abated ; the test of truth hy de- 
monstration did not elevate him to those transports 
of joy with which his preceptor had regaled his ex- 
pectation ; and before he arrived at the fortieth- 
and-seventh proposition, he began to yawn drearily, 
make abundance of wry faces, and thought him- 
self hut indifferently paid for his attention, when 
he shared the vast discovery of Pythagoras, and 
understood that the square of the hypothenuse was 
equal to the squares of the other two sides of a 
right-angled triangle. He was ashamed, however, 
to fail in liis undertaking, and persevered with great 
industry, until he had finished the first four books, 
acquired plain trigonometry, with the method of 
algebraical calculation, and made himself well ac- 
quainted with the principles of surveying ; but no 
consideration could prevail upon him to extend his 
inquiries farther in this science, and he returned 
with double relish to his former avocations, like a 
stream, whicli, being dammed, accumulates more 


force, and, bursting over its mounds, rushes down 
with double impetuosity. 

JMr. Jolter saw with astonishment and chagrin, 
but could not resist the torrent. His behaviour was 
now no other than a series of license and effrontery 
prank succeeded prank, and outrage followed out- 
rage, with surprising velocity. Complaints were 
every day preferred against him ; in vain were ad- 
monitions bestowed by the governor in private, and 
menaces discharged by the masters in public ; he 
disregarded the first, despised the latter, divested 
himself of all manner of restraint, and proceeded in 
his career to such a pitch of audacity, that a con- 
sultation was held upon the subject, in which it 
was determined that this untoward spirit should be 
humbled by a severe and ignominious flogging for 
the very next off’ence be should commit. In the 
mean time, JVlr. Jolter was desired to write, in the 
master’s name, to the commodore, requesting him 
to remove Tom IMpes from the person of his nephew, 
the said Pijies being a principal actor and abettor 
in all liLs malversations ; and to put a stoj) to the 
monthly visitations of the mutilated lieutenant, who 
had never once failed to use his jicrmission, but 
came punctual to a day, always fraught with some 
new invention. Indeed, by this time, ]\Ir. Hatch- 
way was as well known, and much better beloved 
by every boy in the school, than the master who 
instructed him, ind always received by a number 
of scholars, who used to attend I’eregrine when he 
went forth to meet his friend, and conduct him to 
his lodging with public testimonies of joy and ap- 
jilausc. 

As for Tom Pipes, he was not so properly the 
attendant of Peregrine, as master of the revels to 
the whole school. He mingled in all their parlies, 
and superintended their diversions, deeiding be- 
tween boy and boy, as if he acted by commission 
iimler the great seal. He regulated their motions 
by his whistle, instructed the young boys in the 
games of husfle-eap, leap-frog, and chuck-farthing; 
imparted to those of a more advanced age, the 
.sciences of eribbage and all-fours, together with 
the method of storming the castle, acting the co- 
medy of I’rinee Arthur, and other j)aritomimes, as 
they are commonly exhibited at .sea ; and instructed 
the seniors, who were di.stinguished by the appella- 
tion of bloods, in cudgel-playing, dancing the St. 
(liles’s honipipe,drinking flip, and smoking tobacco. 
These qualifications had rendered him so necessary 
and aceej)table to the seliolars, that, exclusive ot 
Terry’s coueeni in tin* affair, liis dismission, in all 
probability, would have produced some dangerous 
convulsion in the community. Jolter, therefore, 
knowing his importance, informed his pupil of the 
dircctious he had received, and very candidly asked 
how he should demean himself in the execution ; 
for lie durst not write to the commodore without 
this previous notice, fearing that the young gentle- 
man, as soon as he should get an inkling of the 
aff’air, would follow the example, and make his 
uncle acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it 
was the governor’s interest to keep concealed. 
Peregrine w'^as of opinion that he should spare him- 
self the trouble of conveying any eomj)laints to the 
commodore, and if questioned by the master, assure 
him he had complied with his desire ; at the same 
time he promised faithfully to conduct himself with 
such circumspection for the future, that the mas- 
ters should have no temptation to revive the in- 
rjuiry. But the resolution attending this extorted 
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promise was too frail to last, and, in less than a 
fortnif^lit, our yoiin^? hero found himself entangled 
in an adventure, from which he was not extricated 
with Ids usual good fortune. 

CHAPTER XVIT. 

lie is concerned in a dangerous Adventure with a certain 
Gardener— Sublnnes his IdCfis. coniinciices Gallant, and 
becomes acquainted with Miss Kniily Gauntlet. 

He, and some of his companions, one da)' entered 
a garden in the suburbs, and having indulged their 
appetites, desired to know what satisfaction they 
must make for the fruit they had pulled. The gar- 
dener demanded what, in their opinion, was an ex- 
orbitant price ; and they, witli many opprobrious 
terms, refused to pay it. The peasant being surly 
and untractable, insisted upon his right ; neither 
was he deficient nor sparing in the eloquence of 
vulgar abuse. His guests attempted to retreat ; a 
sc utile ensued, in which Peregrine lost his cap ; and 
the gardener, being in danger, from the number of 
his foes, called to his w ife to let loose the dog, who 
instantly flew to his master's assistance, and, after 
having tore the leg of one, and the shoulder of an- 
other, jmt the whole body of the scholars to flight. 
Enraged at the indignity which had been oftered 
them, they solicited a reinforcement of tlu‘ir friends, 
and, with 'lorn Pipes at their head, marched back 
to the field of battle. Their adversary seeing them 
approach, called bis apprentice, who w'orked at the 
other end of the ground, to his as.sistance, armed 
him with a inattoek, while ho himself wielded an 
lioe, bolted his door on the inside, and, flunked with 
his man and mastiff, waited tlie attack without 
flinching. He had not remained three minutes in 
this posture of defence, when Pipes, who acted as 
the enemy’s forlorn hope, advanced to the gate with 
great intrepidity, and clapping his foot to the door, 
which was none of the stoutest, with the execution 
and despatch of a petard, split it into a thousand 
pieces. This sudden execution had an immediate 
etfeot upon the ’prentice, who retreated with great 
precipitation, and escaped at a postern. But the 
master placed himself like another Hercules in the 
breach ; and when Pijies, brandishing his cudgel, 
stepped forward to engage him, levelled his wea- 
lK)n w ith such force and dexterity at his head, that, 
had the skull been made of penetrable stuff, the 
iron edge must have cleft his pate in twain. Case- 
mated as he w as, the instrument cut sheer even to 
the bone, on which it struck witli such amazing 
violence, tliat s])arks of real fire were produced by 
the collision. And let not the incredulous reader 
pretend to doubt tlie truth of this phenomenon, un- 
til he shall have first perused the ingenious Peter 
Kol ben’s Natural History of the (^ape of (jood 
Hope, where the inhabitants commonly use to 
strike lire with the shin-bones of lions, w hich have 
been killed in that part of Africa. 

Pipes, though a little disconcerted, far from being 
disabled by the blow, in a trice retorted the com- 
pliment with his truncheon ; which, liad not his 
antagonist expeditiously slipped his head aside, 
''vould have laid him breathless across liis own 
threshold ; but, happily for him, he received the 
salutation upon his right shoulder, w'hich crashed 
beneath the stroke, and the hoe dropped instantly 
from his tingling hand. Tom perceiving, and l>eing 
unwilling to forego the advantage he had gained, 
darted his head into the bosom of this son of earth. 


and overtunied him on the plain, being himself that 
instant assaulted by the iiiastifli who frstened upon 
the outside of his thigh. Feeling himself incom- 
moded by this assailant in his rear, he quitted the 
prostrate gardener to the resentment of his asso- 
ciates, who poured upon him in shoals, and, turning 
about, laid hold with both his hands of this ferocious 
animal’s throat, which he squeezed with such in- 
credible force and perseverance, that the creature 
quitted his hold, his tongue lolled out of his jaws, 
the blood started from his eyes, and he swung a 
lifeless trunk between the hands of his vanquisher. 

It was well for his master that he did not longer 
exist! for by this time he was overwhelmed by 
sueb a multitude of foes, that his whole body scarce 
afTorded points of contact to all the fists that drum- 
med upon it, consequently, to use a vulgar phrase, 
his wind was almost knocked out, before Pipes had 
leisure to interpose in his belialf, and persuade his 
offenders to desist, by representing that the wife 
had gone to alarm the neighbourhood, and that in 
all probability they would be intercepted in their 
return. They aeeordingly listened to his remon- 
strances, and inarched honiew^ards in triumph, 
leaving the gardener in the embraces of his mother 
earth, from which be bad not power to move w ben 
he was found by his disconsolate helpmate and 
some friends, w'hom she had assembled for bis as- 
sistance. Aniotig these w as a blacksmilb and farrier, 
w'ho took cognizance of bis carcass, every limb of 
which having examined, he declared there was no 
bone broke, and, taking out bis fleam, blooded him 
plentifully as he lay. lie was then con%eyed to his 
lied, from w hich he w'as not able to stir during a 
whole month. His family coming upon the parish, 
a formal comjilaint was made to the master of the 
school, and Peregrine represented as the ringleader 
of those who committed this barbarous assault. 
An inquiry was immediately set on foot, and the 
articles of imjieaehment being fully proved, our 
hero was sentenced to be severely chastised in the 
face of tlie w hole school. This was a disgrace, the 
thoughts of w liich his proud lieart could not brook. 
llere.s()lved to make his elopement rather than un- 
dergo tlie punishment to which he was doomed; 
and having signified his sentiments to his confe> 
derates, they promised, one and all, to stand by 
him, and either screen him from the chastisement, 
or share his fate. 

Confiding in this friendly protestation, he ap- 
peared unconcerned on the day that was appointed 
for his punishment; and, when be was called to his 
destiny, advanced towards tlu* scone, attended by 
the greatest part of the scholars, who intimated 
their determination to the master, and proposed 
that Peregrine should be forgiven. I’lie sujierior 
behaved with that dignity of demeanour wbieh 
became his place, represented the folly and pre- 
sumption of tlieir demand, reprehended them for 
their audacious proceeding, and ordered e^ ory boy 
to his respective station. They obeyed his com- 
mand, and our unfortunate hero was publicly horsed, 
in ierrorvm of all whom it might concern. 

This disgrace had a very sensible effect upon the 
mind of Peregrine, who having by this time passed 
the fourteenth year of his age, began to adopt the 
pride and sentiments of a man. Thus dishonourably 
stigmatized, he was ashamed to appear in public as 
usual ; he was in-censed against his companions for 
their infidelity and irresolution, and plunged into a 
profound reverie that lasted several weeks, during 
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instantly recog^nising his charmer, obeyed the irre- 
sistible impulse of his love, and caught the fair 
creature in his arms. Nor did she seem offended 
at this forwardness of behaviour, which might have 
displeased another of a less open disposition, or 
less used to the freedom of a sensible education ; 
but her natural frankness had been encouraged and 
improved by the easy and familiar intercourse in 
which she had been bred ; and therefore, instead 
of reprimanding him with a severity of look, she 
with grbat good humour rallied him upon his 
assurance, which, she observed, was undoubtedly 
the effect of his own conscious merit, and conducted 
him into a parlour, where he found her mother, 
who in very polite terms expressed her satisfaction 
at seeing liim within her liouse. 

After tea, Miss Emy proposed an evening walk, 
which they enjoyed through a variety of little copses 
and lawns, watered by a most romantic stream, that 
quite enchanted the imagination of Peregrine. 

It was late before they returned from this agree- 
able excursion ; and when our lover wished the 
ladies good night, Mrs. Gauntlet insisted upon his 
staying to supper, and treated him u ith particular 
demonstrations of regard and affection. As her | 
economy was not encunibered with an unnecessary 
number of domestics, her own presence was often 
required in different parts of the house ; so that 
the young gentleman w'as supplied with frecpient 
opportunities of promoting his suit, by all the 
tender oaths and insinuations that his passion could 
suggest. He protested her idea ha(i taken such 
entire possession of his heart, that, finding himself 
unable to support her absence one day longer, he 
had quitted his studies, jind left his governor by 
stealth, that he might visit the object of his adora- 
tion, and be blessed in her company for a few days 
without interruption. 

She listened to his addresses with such affability 
as denoted approbation and delight, and gently 
chid him as a thoughtless truant, but carefully 
avoided the confession of a mutual flame ; because 
she discerned, in the midst of all his tenderness, a 
levity of pride which she durst not venture to trust 
with such a declaration. l’erha|)s she was con- 
firmed in this caution by her mother, Avho very 
wisely, in her civilities to him, maintained a sort 
of ceremonious distance, which she thought not 
only requisite for the honour and interest of her 
family, but likewise for her own exculpation, should 
she ever be taxed with having encouraged or 
abetted him in the imprudent sallies of his youth. 
Yet, notwithstanding this affected reserve, he was 
treated with such distinction by both, that he was 
ravished with his situation, and became more and 
more enamoured every day. 

While he remained under the influence of this 
sweet intoxication, his absence }»rfKluced great 
disturbance at Winchester. Mr. .loiter was griev- 
ously afflicted at his abrupt departure, which 
idarmed him the more, as it happened after a long 
fit of melancholy which he had perceived in his 
pupil. He communicated his apprehensions to the 
master of the school, who advised him to apprize 
the commodore of his nephew’s disappearance, and 
in the mean time inquire at all the inns in town, 
whether he had hired horses, or any sort of carriage, 
for liis conveyance, or was met with on the road by 
any person who could give an account of the direc- 
tion in which he travelled. 

Tibs scrutiny, though performed with great 


diligence and minuteness, was altogether ineffee-- 
tual; they could obtain no intelligence of the 
runaway. Mr. Trunnion was well nigh distracted 
at the news of his flight ; he raved with great 
fury at the imprudence of Peregrine, whom, iu his 
first transports, he d — ed as an ungrateful deserter ; 
then he cursed Hatchway and Pipes, who he swore 
had foundered the lad by their pernicious counsels ; 
and, lastly, transferred his execrations upon .loiter, 
because he had not kept a better look-out : finally, 
he made an apostrophe to that son of a hitch the 
gout, which for tlie present disabled him from 
searcliing for his nephew in person. That he 
might not, however, neglect any means in his 
power, he immediately despatched expresses to all 
the sea-port towns on that coast, that he might he 
prevented from leaving the kingdom; and the 
lieutenant, at his own desire, was sent across the 
country, in quest of this young fugitive. 

Four days had he uiisiieeessfully carried on his 
inquiries with great accuracy, when, resolving to 
return by Winchester, where he hoped to meet 
with some hints of intelligence, by wlheli he 
might profit in his future search, he struck off tin; 
common road, to take the benefit of a nearer cut, 
and finding liimself benighted near a village, took 
up his lodgings at the first inn to which his horse 
directed him. Having bespoke something for 
Supper, and retired to his chamber, where he amused 
himself with a pipe, ho heard a confused noise of 
rustic jollity, which being all of a sudden interrupted, 
after a short pause his ear was saluted Mith the 
voice of Pipes, who, at tlie solicitation of the com- 
pany began to entertain them with a song. 

Hatchway instantly recognised the well-known 
sound, in which indeed he could not possibly he 
mistaken, as nothing in nature bore the least re- 
semblance to it; ho throw his pipe into the ehim- 
noy, and, snatching up one of liis pistols, ran 
immediately to the apartment from whence the 
voice issued ; he no sooner entered, than, distin- 
guishing his old ship-mate in a crowd of country 
peasants, he in a moment sprung upon him, and. 
clapping his pistol to his breast, exclaimed, “ J) — ii 
you, IMjies, you arc a dead man, if you don’t imme- 
diately produce young master.” 

This menacing application had a much greater 
effect upon the company than upon IVmi, who, 
looking at the lieutenant vdth great tranquillity, 
replied, “ Why, so 1 can, Mr. Hatchway.” “ What ! 
safe and sound cried the other. ‘‘As a roach,” 
answered Pipes, so mucli to the satisfaction of his 
friend .lack, that he shook him by the hand, and 
desired him to proceed with his song. 'J’his being 
performed, and the reckoning discharged, the t^vo 
friends adjourned to the otlier room, where the 
lieutenant was informed of the manner in which 
tlie young gentleman had made his elopement from 
college, as well as of tlie other particulars of his pre- 
sent situation, as far as they had fallen within the 
sphere of the relater’s comjirehension. 

While they sat thus conferring together, Pere- 
grine, having taken leave of his mistress for the 
night, came home, and was not a little surprised 
when Hatchway, entering his chamber in a S(‘a 
attitude, thrust out his hand by way of salutation. 
His old jmpil received him, as usual, with great 
cordiality, and expressed his astonishment at meet- 
ing him in that place ; but when he understood the 
cause and intention of liis arrival, he started with 
concern, and, his visage glowing with indignatioiit 
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told him he was old enough to be judge of his own 
conduct, and, when he should see it convenient, 
vrould return of liiniself ; but those wlio thought 
he was to be compelled to his duty would find them- 
selves egregiously mistaken. 

'Phe lieutenant assured him, that, for his own 
part, he had no intention to offer him the least 
eiolenee ; but at the same time he represented to 
him the danger of incensing the commodore, who 
already almost distracted on account of his 
ibsence; and, in short, conveyed his arguments, 
which were eiiually obvious and valid, in such ex- 
pressions of friendship and respect, that Peregrin 
yielded to his remonstrances, and promised to 
iccompany him next day to Winchester. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the success of his nego- 
:ia)tion, went immediately to the hostler, and l)e- 
^poke a post-chaise for Mr. Pickle and his man, 
with whom he afterwards indulged himself in a 
iouhle can of rumlio, and when the night was 
[iretty far advanced, left tlie lover to his repose, 
ir rather to the thorns of his own meditation ; for 
iie slept not one moment, being incessantly tor- | 
aired with th(‘ jirospect of parting from his divine 
lOniilia, who had now acquired the most absolute 
Miipire over his soul. ( )ne minute he jiroposed to 
lepart early in the morning, without seeing his en- 
chantress, in 'whose bewitcliing presence he durst 
lot trust his own resolution. Then the thoughts 

leaving her in such an abrufit and disrespectful 
nanner interposed in favour of his love and honour. 
Phis war of sentiments kept him all night ujion the 
rack, and it was time to rise before he had deter- 
nined to visit his charmer, and candidly impart 
the motives that induced him to leave her. i 

He accordingly repaired to her mothers house | 
with a heavy heart, being attended to the gate 1^ 
llatehway, who dul not elioose to leave him alone ; 
md, being admitted, found Emilia just risen, and, 
n his opinion, more beautiful than ever. 

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom that | 
overspread his countenance, she stood in silent ex- 
pectation of hearing some nielaiieholy tidings ; and 
It was not till after a considerable pause that he 
•ollceted resolution enough to tell her he was eoine 
o take his leave. Though she strove to coiieeal 
^ler sorrow^ nature was not to be suppressed ; every 
eature of her counteiianee saddened in a moment, 
ind it was not without the utmost difficulty that 
die kept her lovely eyes from overilowiiig. He 
'aw the situation of her thoughts, and, iii order to 
deviate her concern, assured her he should find 
.eans to see lier again in a very fesv weeks ; mean- 
while he communicated his n*asons for departing, 
in which she readily acquiesced ; and having rautu- 
illy consoled each other, their transjiorts of grief 
'iihsided, and before Mrs. Gauntlet came down 
dairs, they were in a condition to behave with 
^reat decency and resignation. 

d'his good lady expressed her concern when she 
earned his resolution, saying, she hoped his occa- 
uons and inclination would permit him to favour 
:hem with his agreeable company another time. 

The lieutenant, who began to be uneasy at Pere- 
grine’s stay, knocked at the door, and being intro- 
iueed by his friend, had the honour of breakfasting 
with the ladies ; on winch occasion his h{*art re- 
I’eived such a rude shock from the eharms of 
hmilia, that he afterwards made a merit with his 
friend of having constrained himself so far as to 
lorbeaji^ commencing his professed rival. 


At length they bade adieu to their kind enter- 
tainers, and in less than an hour setting out from 
the inn, arrived about two o’clock in AVinchester, 
where Mr. Jolter w as overwhelmed with joy at 
their appearance. 

The nature of this adventure being unknown to 
all except those w'ho could be dependi'd upon, every 
body who impiired about the cause of Peregrine's 
absence, was told that he had been with a relation 
in the country, and the master condescended to 
overlook his indiscretion ; so that Hatchway, seeing 
everything settled to the satisfaction of his friend, 
returned to the garrison, and gave the commodore 
an account of his expedition. 

The old gentleman was very much startled when 
he heard there was a lady in the ease, and very 
cmjihjitically observed, that a man had better be 
sucked into the gulf of Florida, than once get into 
the indraught of a woman ; because, in one case, 
he may w'ith good pilotage bring out his vessel safe 
between the liahamas and the Indian shore ; hut in 
the other tliere is no outlet at all, audit is in vain to 
strive against the current ; so that of course h 
nuisl he eiuhayed, and run chuck upon a lee shore. 
He resolved, therefore, to lay the state of the case 
before Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, and concert such mea- 
sures with him as should he thought likeliest to 
detach his sou IVom the pursuit of an idle amour, 
which could not fail of interfering in a dangerous 
manner v\ith the plan of his education. 

In the meantime. Perry's ideas w'tre totally en- 
grossed by his amiable mistress, who, whether he 
sUqit or waked, was still present in his imagination, 
which produced the follow ing stanzas in her praise. 

Adieu, \e streams tliat smoothly flow, 

Yp vcrn.il airs that soltly blow, 
e plains by blooimnR spring array’d, 

Ye birds that warble through the shade 

Unhurt Irom you my soul could fly. 

Nor drop one tear, nor heave one siph; 

But forc’d from f’eha’s charms to part, 

All joy deserts my drooping heart. 

() ! fairci than the rosy morn. 

When flowers the dewy fields adorn, 

Unsullied as the genial ray 

'I’liat w.irms the balmy breeze of May, 

Thy charins divinely bright appear, 

And add new sjilemtour to the year; 

Improve the day with fresh delight, 

And gild w ith joy the dicary night ! 

Tills juvenile production w as enclosed in a very 
tender billet to Emilia, and committed to the charge 
of Pipes, who was ordered to set out for Mrs. 
Gauntlet’s habitation w ith a present of venison, and 
a compliment to the ladies ; and directed to take 
some op[)ortunity of delivering the letter to Miss, 
without the knowledge of her mamma. 

CHAPTER XTX. 

His Messenger meets with a Misfortune, to which he appliea 

a very extraonimary Expedient, that is attended with 
stiange Consequences. 

A.s a stage eoaeli passed wdthin twm miles of the 
village where she lived, Tom bargained with the 
driver for a seat on the box, and accordingly de- 
parted on this message, though he was indifferently 
qualified for eonnnissioiis ol' such a nature. Having 
received particular injunctions about the letter, he 
resolved to make that the chief object of his care, 
ami very sagaciously conveyed it between his 
stocking arid the sole of his foot, where he thought 
o 
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it would be perfectly secure from all injury and 
accident. Here it remained until lie arrived at the 
inn where he had formerly lodged, when, after 
having refreshed himself with a draught of beer, he 
pulled off his stocking, and found the poor billet 
sullied with dust, and torn in a thousand tatters by 
the motion of his foot in walking the last two miles 
of his journey. Thunderstruck at this phenome- 
non, he uttered a long and loud wheir! which was 
succeeded by an exclamation of “D — n my old 
shoes! a bite, by dod!” then he rested his elbows 
on the table, and liis forehead upon his tMo fists, 
and in that attitude deliberated with himself upon 
the means of remedying this misfortune. 

As he was not distracted by a vast number of 
ideas, he soon concluded, that his best expedient 
would be to employ the clerk of the parish, who he 
knew was a great scholar, to write another epistle 
according to the directions he should give him; 
and never dreaming that the mangled original 
would in the least facilitate this scheme, he very 
wisely committed it to the flames, that it might 
never rise up in judgment against him. 

Having taken this Avise step, he went in quest of 
the scribe, to whom he communicated his husines.s, 
and promised a full pot by way of gratification. 
The clerk, wdio w as also schoolmaster, jiroud of an 
opjiortunity to distinguish his talents, readily under- 
took the task; and repairing with his employer to 
the inn, in less than a tpiarter of an hour produceii 
a morsel of elofpience so much to the satisfaction of 
I'ipes, that he S(jueezed his hand by way of acknow- 
ledgment, and doubled his allowance of beer. This 
being discussed, our courier betook himself to the 
house of Mrs. (Jaimtlet, with the haunch of venison 
and this succedaneoiis letter, and delivered his 
message to the mother, Avho receiv(‘d it Avith great 
respect, and many kind iu([uiries about the health 
ami welfare of his master, attempting to tip the 
messenger a croAvni, which he absolutelA refused to 
accept, in conseipienci* of iVIr. Vickie's repeated 
caution. While the old geutlewouiau turned to a 
servant, in order to ghe directions about the dis- 
posal of the present, Vipes looked u])oii this as a 
favourable oeeasion to transael his business with 
Emilia, and therefore* slmtting one cac, with a jerk 
of his tliiimh toAvards his left shoulder, and a most 
significant twist of liis countenanee, he beckoned 
the young lady into uijoIIut room, as if he had 
been frauglit Avith something of eoiiseipienee, Avhieh 
he wanted to inqiart. l>he understood the hint, 
howsoever strangely coinimmieated, and, by step- 
]>ing to one side of the roemi, gave him an ojqior- 
tunily of slipping the epistle into her hand, w'hich 
he gently squeezeel at the same time in tokem of 
regard ; them throw ing a side glance at the mother, 
wliose hack Avas turned, clapped his finger on the 
side of his nose, there*by reconmiending secresy and 
diseretieui. 

Emilia conveying the letter into her bosom, could 
rot help smiling at Toni's polite*iie‘ss and dexterity ; 
but lest her mamma shonlei dete*ct him in the exe- 
cution of his pantomime, she broke off' this inter- 
course of signs, by asking aloud when he proposed 
to set out on his return to AVinchester. When he 
answ ered, “ To-morrow morning,” Mrs. Gauntlet 
recommended him to the hospitality of her own 
footman, desiring him to make much of Mr. l*ipes 
below, where he was kejit to supper, and very cor- 
dially entertained. Our young heroine, impatient 
to read her lover’s billet, which made her heart 


throb with rapturous expectation, retired to her 
chamber as soon as possible, with a view of perusing 
the contents, wlilch were these: — 

“ Divink Kmi’Iii.ss ok my Soul! — I f the refulgent flames 
of your beauty had not evaporaied the particles (d iny trans- 
ported hraiu, and scorched my intellects into a cinder of 
stolidity, perhaps the resplendency of my p.ission might 
shine illustrious thiough the sable curtain of iny ink, .and in 
sublimity tiausccnd the galaxy itself, though viafted on the 
pinions of a grey goose quill ! lUit all ! celestial enchantress ! 
the necroinatiey ol thy tyrannical charms hath lettered my 
iacultics with adamantine chains, which, unless thy com- 
passion shall melt, 1 must eternally leinain in the Tartarean 
gulf of dismal despair. Vouchsafi ,t!ien fore, 0 thou brightest 
luiinnary of this terrestri.il sphere ! to warm as well as slime ; 
and let the genial i.ijs ot thy henevoh nee melt the uy 
emanations oi thy disdain, whuh hath frozen iiji the spints 
ot angelic piccnnncnic! thy most cgrtgioiis admirer and 
supeilativc slave, “ PnaM.iUNi; PitKLL.” 

Never was astonishment more perplexing thtin 
that of Kmilia, when she read this curious compo- 
sition, which she repeated verbatim thi’(‘c times, 
before she Avould credit the evidence of her own 
senses. She began to fear in good earnest that 
lovt* had produced a disorder in her lover's under- 
standing; but after a thousand coiijeetures, by 
Athieh she attempted to aeeoiiiit for this extraor- 
dinary fustian of style, she concluded that it was 
the effect of mere levity, calculated to ridicule tlie 
jiassion bo had formerly professed. Irritated by 
this supposition, she resolved to balk his triumph 
Avith affectt*d indifference, and in the meautlme 
endeavour to ex])el him from that ])lace whieli lie 
possessed wilhiu her heart. And indeed, such a 
victory over her inclinations miglit hiiAc Ik'OU ob- 
tained without great difficulty ; for she enjoyed an 
ea.siuess of tenqier that could accommodate itself 
to the einergt'ucies of her fate; and her vivaeil}, 
by amusing lier imagination, jireserved her from 
the keener sensations of sorrow . 'I'iius det(*riuine(l 
and di,spo.sed, she did not send any .sort of jinswer, 
or the least token of renit*ml)ranci* by Vipes, anIio 
A vas suffered to depart witli a general eonqilimeiit 
from the mother, and arrived at AViuclicstcr the 
next day. 

l\*rcgrinc’.s ejes sparkled when lie saw- his mes- 
senger come in, and he .stretched out hi.s hand m 
full eoiilidetiee of receiving some iiartieiilar mark 
of his Emilia’s atTeetion ; hut how A\as he ciui- 
founded, Avheu he found his hope so cruelly disa])- 
pointed I In an instant liis countenance fell. He 
stood for some time silent and abashed, tlicn thrice 
repeated tlie interrogation of “ What ! not om* w ord 
from Emilia ?” And dubious of his courier’s dis- 
cretion, impiired luimitely into all the ]iarticulars 
of his reception. He asked, if he had seen llie 
young lady ; it she w'as in good lieulth ; if he had 
found an opfiortunity of deliAx*riug his letter, and 
how she looked, A\lu*n he put it into her hand ? 
Pipes answered, that he had never seen lier in better 
liealth or higher sjiirits ; that he had managed mat- 
ters so as not only to present the billet imper- 
ceived, but also to ask her commands in private 
before he took his leave, A^'hen she told him that 
the letter required no reply. 'I'liis last circumstance 
he considered as a manifest mark of disrespect, and 
gnawed his bps with r(*sentnient. Upon further 
reflection, however, he supposed that she could not 
conveniently write by the messenger, and would 
undoubtedly favour him by the post. This con- 
sideration consoled liiin for the present, and he 
waited impatiently for the fruits of his liojic ; hut 
after he had seen eight days elapsed without reaping 
the satisfaction with which he had flattered himsclfi 
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his temper forsook him, he raved against tlie whole 
sex, and was seized with a iit of sullen chagrin ; 
but his pride in a little time came to liis assistance, 
and rescued him from the Imrrors of the melan- 
choly liend. He r(‘Solved to retort her own neglect 
upon his ungrateful mistress ; his countenance 
gradually resumed its former serenity ; and though 
by this time he was pretty well cured of his fop- 
pery, he ai)])eared again at public diversions with 
an air of gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might 
have a chance of hearing how much, in all Ukeli- 
1100(1, he disregarded her disdain. 

'riiere are never wanting certain officious per- 
sons, who take jilcasure in promoting intelligence 
of this sort. His behaviour soon reached the ears 
of JMiss (jlauntlel, and confirmed her in the opinion 
she had conceived from his letter; so that she for- 
tihed herself in her former sentiments, and bore bis 
iiidjlfereiiee with great jdiilosophy. Thus a cor- 
respondence Avliich had commenced with all the 
tciuhTiiess and sineerity of love, and every promise 
of duration, was inttTrupted in its infancy by a mis- 
understariding occasioned by the simplicity of IMpes, I 
who never once reflected upon the conseijuences of j 
his deceit. 

Though their mutual passion was by llicse means 
su))]n*essed for tlie present, it Avas not altogether j 
extinguislu'd, but gloAved in secret, though even to 
tluMiiselA'cs unkiioAvn, until an oeeasiou, which after- 
uaids olb'red, blew up the latent llame, and loA'e 
resumed liis empire in tlieir breasts. 

Willie they moved, as it were, Avithout the sphere 
of eacli other’s attraction, the commodore, fearing 
that Terry uas in danger of involving himself in 
some pernieious engagement, resolved, liy advice of , 
lUv. dolter and his tnend the parish jiriest, to recal 
Ill'll fi’om the place Avhere he had contracted such 
imprudent connexions, and send him to the uni- 
versity, AHiere his education might be completed,' 
and his fancy A\x*aned from all jHicrile amusements. 

’fliis ])lan had been proposed to Ins oavii father, 
Avho, as hath been already obsiTved, stood ahva^s 
neuter in ever> thing that eoneerned his eldest .son; 
ami as for iMrs. Pickle, she had never heard hi.s 
name mentioned since his departure, Avith any de- 
gree of temper or tranquillity, except Avheii her 
iiushand informed her that he was in a fair w^ay of 
being ruined by this indiscreet amour. It was then 
she began to ajiplaud her ow ii foresight, Avhieh had 
discerned the mark of reprobation in that Aicious 
boy, and launched out in eoinjiarison betAveeu him 
and (Jamiu}, who, she obs<Tved, was a child of un- 
common ])arts and solidity, and, with the blessing 
of God, would be a comfort to his parents, and an 
ornament to the faunly. 

Should I affirm that this favourite, whom she 
<‘onimerid('d so much, Avas in every respect tlie 
reverse of Avhat slie described; that he av’us a 
hoy of mean capacity, and, though reinarkahly 
distort(‘d in liis body, mnch more crooked in 
his disjiosition ; and that she liad pensuaded her 
husband to espouse her opinion, though it was con- 
trary to common sense, as avcU as to his own per- 
ception ; I am afraid the reader will think I 
rejiresent g monster that never existed in nature, 
mid be ajit to condemn the economy of my inven- 
tion ; ncA ertbeless, there is nothing more true than 
every circmnstance of what I have advanced ; and 
I wish the picture, singular as it is, may not be 
thought to resemble more tlian one original. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Peregrine is summoned to attend his Uncle— Is more and 
more hated by his own Mother — Appeals to liis Father, 
whose Condescension is defeated by the Dominion of liis 
Wife. 

But, waving these reflections, let us return to 
Peregrine, Avho received a summons to attend his 
uncle, and in a fe\r days arrived with Mr. Jolter 
and I*ipes at the garrison, which he filled with, joy 
and satisfaction. I'lie alteration a\ liich, during his 
absence, had happened in his person, was very 
favourable in his appearance, which, from that of 
a comely hoy. Avas converted into that of a most 
engaging youth. He w'as already taller than a 
middle-sized man. his shape ascertained, his sinews 
well knit, his mien greatly improved, and his wliole 
figure as elegant and graceful as if it had heen cast 
in the same mould Avith the Apollo of Belvidcre. 

Such an outside could not fail of prepossessing 
people in his favour. Tlie commodore, notwith- 
standing the advantageous reports he had heard, 
found liis expectation exci^eded in the person of 
Peregrine, and signified his ajiprobation in the 
most sanguine terms. IMrs. Trunnion AA'as struck 
with his genteel address, and received him Avith 
uncommon marks of conqilaccney and affection ; 
he Avas caressed by all the peo])le in the neighhour- 
1 hood, Avho, w hile till') admired his accomplishments, 

I could not help pitying his infatuated mother, for 
being deprived of that imutterahle delight Avliich 
any otlier parent Avoiild liave enjoyed in the con- 
templation of such an amiahh* son. 

Divers efforts Avere made by some Avell-disiiosed 
people to con([uer, if possible, this monstrous jire- 
judice; hut their einleavours, instead of curing, 
served only to inflame the distemper, and she never 
could he ])revailed ujion to indulge him with tlu* 
least mark of maternal regard. On tlie contrary 
her original disgust degenerated thto such invete- 
racy of hatred, that she left no stone unturned to 
alienate the commodore’s afleetiou for tliis her 
innocent child, and even practised the most mali- 
cious defamation to acconqilisli her purpose. Every 
day did she abuse her Imshaud’s ear with soiiu* 
forged instance of Peregrine’s ingratitude to his 
uncle, Avcll knoAving that it avouIcI reach the com- 
modore’s kn()A\declg(‘ at night. 

Accordingly Mr. Pickle used to tell him at the 
club, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him 
in such a company, and aspersed his spouse iqiou 
another occasion ; and thus retail the little scan- 
dalous issue of his own wife’s invention. Jaiekily 
for I*eregrine, the commodore jiaid no great regard 
to the authority of his informer, because he knew 
from what channel his intelligence floAv ed ; liesides, 
the youth had a staunch friend in Mr. llatcliAvay, 
who never failed to vindicate him Avhen he w^as 
thus unjustly accused, and alAV'ays found argument 
enough to confute the assertions of his enemies. 
But, though Trunnion had been dubious of the 
young gentleman’s principles, and deaf to the re- 
monstrances of the lieutenant. Perry was provided 
Avith a bulwark strong enough to defend him from 
all such assaults. This was no other than his aunt, 
w'hose regard for him AV’as jierceived to increase in 
the same projiortion as his own mother’s dimi- 
nished ; and indeed the augmentation of the one 
was, in all probability, owing to the decrease of the 
other ; for tlic tAvo ladies, with great civility, per- 
formed all the duties of good neighbourhood, and 
hated each other most piously in theiv hearts, 
o % 
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Mrs. Pickle having been disobliged at the splen- 
dour of her sisteFs new equipage, had, ever since 
that time, in the course of her visiting, endeavoured 
to make people merry with satirical jokes on the 
poor lady’s intirinities ; and ]\frs. Trunnion seized 
the very first opportunity of making reprisals, by 
inveighing against her unnatural behaviour to her 
own child ; so that Peregrine, as on the one hand 
he was abhorred, so on the other was he caressed, 
in consequence of this contention ; and 1 firmly 
believe that the most effectual method of destroy- 
ing his interest at the garrison, would have been 
the show of countenancing him at his father’s 
house ; hut, whether this conjecture be reasonable 
‘)r chimerical, certain it is the experiment was 
Acver tried, and therefore J\lr. I’eregrine ran no 
risk of being <lisgraeed. 'fhe eominodore, who 
assumed, and justly too, the udiole merit of his 
education, was now as proud of the youtli’s im- 
provements, as if he liad actually been his own 
offspring; and sometimes his affection rose to 
such a pitch of enthusiasm, that he verily believed 
him to be the issue of his own loins. NoUvith- 
standing this favoiirable predicament in which our 
hero stood with his aunt and her husband, he could 
not lielp feeling the injury he suffered from the 
caprice of his mother; and though the gaiety of 
his disposition hindered him from uthicting himself 
with reflections of any gloomy cast, he did not fail 
to foresee that, if any sudden accith'nt should de- 
prive him of the commodore, he would in all likeli- 
hood find liimself in a very disagreeable situation. 
Prompted by this consideration, he one evening 
accoiniianicd his uncle to the elub, and was intro- 
duced to his father, before that w orthy gentleman 
had the least inkling of his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was never so disconcerted as at 
this roncoiint(*r. II is own disposition w'ould not 
sutler him to do any thing that might create the 
least disturbance, or iiiternipt his evening’s enjoy- 
ment; so stvongl} was he impressed with the 
terror of his wife, that he durst not yield to the 
tranipiillity of his temper ; and, as I have already 
observed, his inclination was perfectly neutral, 
’flius distracted between diflerent motives, when 
Perry w as presented to him, he sat silent and ab- 
sorbed, as if he did not, or would not perceive the 
application; and when he was urged to declare 
himself by the youth, wlio pathetically begged to 
know how he had incurred his disjileasure, he an- 
swered in a ])cevish strain, “ Why, good now, child, 
what would v ou have me to do ? your mother can’t 
abide you.” — “ If my mother is so unkind, I will 
not call it unnatural,” said I’eregruie, the tears of 
iudigiudiori starting from his eyes, “ as to banish me 
from her presence and affoetiou, without the least 
cause assigned, I hope you w ill not be so unjust as 
to espouse lier barbarous prejudice.” llefore ]\Ir. 
Pickle had time to reply to this expostulation, 
for whicli he was not at all prepared, the eommo- ' 
do re interposed, and enforced liis favourite’s re- 
monstrance, by telling Mr. Gamaliel, that he was j 
ashamed to see any man drive in such a miserable 
manner under liis wile’s petticoat. “ As for my | 
own part,” said be, raising his voice, and assuming 
a look of importance and command, “before I 
would suffer myself to he steered all weathers by 
any woman in Christendom, d’ye see, I’d raise such 
a hurricane about her ears, that” — here he was 
interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, who, thrusting his 
liead towards the door, in the attitude of one that 


listens, cried, “ A hey ! there’s your spouse come to 
pay us a visit.” Trunnion’s features that instant 
adopted a new disposition. Fear and confusion 
took possession of his countenance ; his voice, from 
a tone of vociferation, sunk into a whisper of 
“ Sure you must he mistaken. Jack ;” and in great 
perplexity he wiped off the sweat which had started 
on his forehead at this false alarm. I’lie lieutenant 
having thus punished him for the rodomontade he 
had uttered, told him w ith an arch sneer, that lie 
was deceived with the sound of the outward door 
creaking upon its hingc’S, which lie mistook for 
Mrs. Trunnion’s voice, and desired him to proceed 
with his admonitions to Mr. Pickle, It is not to 
be denied that this arrogance was a little unsea- 
sonable ill the commodore, who was in all respects 
as effectually subdued to the dominion of his wdfe, 
as the pensoii whose sulunission he then ventured 
to condemn, w'ith this difference of disposition — 
Trunnion's subjection w as like that of a bear, ehe- 
quer(‘d with fits of surliness and rage ; wiiereas 
Pickle bore the yoke like an ox, without repining. 
No wonder then tliat this indolence, this sluggish- 
ness, this stagnation of temper, rendered Gamaliel 
incapable of withstanding the arguments and im- 
portunity of his friends, to which he at length 
surrendered. He acquics(-ed in the justice of tlu'ir 
observations, and, taking his son by the hand, pro- 
mised to favour him for the future with his love 
and fatherly protection. 

Hut this laudable resolution did not last. JMrs. 
Pickle, still dubious of his oonstaiiey, and jealous 
of his eoinnumieatiou with the eonimodon*, never 
failed to interrogate him every night about tlie 
conversation that ha])pened at the club, and regu- 
late her exhortations according to the mtelligenee 
she received. He was no sooner, therefore, safely 
conveyed to bed, that academy in which all notable 
w'ives communicate their lectures, than her cate- 
chism began ; and she in a moment jterci'ived 
something reluctant and eipiivocal in her husband’s 
answers. Aroused at this discovery, she employed 
her influenee and skill with such success, that he 
disclosed every circumstance of what had happened; 
and, after having sustained a most severe rebuke for 
his simplicity and indiscretion, humbled himself so 
far as to promise that he would next day annul the 
condescensions he had made, and for ever renounce 
the ungracious object of her disgust. ’I'his under- 
taking w-^as punctually iierformed in a letter to the 
commodore, which she herself dictated in these 
words : 

“Sin, — WhcToas Tr.y pood n.-iturc being last night im- 
posed upon, I was persnaded to countiMiance and promise, 

I know not what, to that vinous youtli, whose parent I 
luive the misfortune to be ; 1 desire yon w'ill take notice that 
I revoke all such eountenauee and promises, and slmll never 
ook upon that man as my Iriend, who will hencelorth m 
nch a cause solicit, “ Sir, yours, &c. (Iam. Picklk.” 


CHAITEP XXI. 

Trunnion is enraged at the Conduct of Tickle. — Peregrine 
resents the injustice of las Mother, to whom he explains 
hrs Sentiments in a Letter. — is entered at the University 
of Oxford, where he signalizes himself »s a Youth of an 
enterprising Genius 

Unspeakaule were the transports of rage to which 
Trunnion wras incensed by his absurd renunciation. 
He tore the letter with his gums — teeth he had 
none — spit with furious grimaces, in token of 
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Ihe contemf)! he entertained for the author, whom 
he not only d— ed as a lousy, scabby, nasty, scurvy 
skulking, lubberly noodle, but resolved to chal- 
lenge to single combat with lire and sword; hut 
he was dissuaded from this viohmt measure, and 
appeased by the intervention and advice of the 
lieutenant and ^Ir, Joller, who rej)resented the 
message as the elfeet of the poor man’s infirmity, 
lor wliich he was ratlnn* an object of pity than of 
r(*sentment; and turned tlie stream of liis indigna- 
tion against the wife, wlioin lie reviled accordingly. 
Nor did P(‘r(‘grine himself boar with patience this 
injurious declaration, the nature of which he no 
sooner understood from Ilatehw'ay, than equally 
shocked and exasperated, he retired to his apart- 
ment, and, in the first emotions of his ire, produced 
the following epistle, which was immediately con- 
veyed to his mother. 

'• Madam, — H.id nature for* nc‘d nica ])Uffl)eai to tlic siplit, 
and iii.s|iircd me with a soul as vinous as niy body was dr- 
restalile, ])erba])S I mii^lit lia\e enjoja-d )>.irtitul.n niaiks of 
^oui .illediou and rippJause , .soc*in{< you ha\ c ix-'rsi'f’uted im* 
ivitb .such uniiatur.il aieisioii, foi no other visible leason 
[h.iii th.it of niy dillcniitr so widely in shape, as «ell .as dis- 
Hisition, from that detoimcd urelun w'ho is the otijert ot 
, our tenderness andeaie ff those he The leinisgnwhieh 
ilone I ran obtain join fLivotii, I jiiay' (iod a on in.iy never 
a use to h,ito, maiUini, “ Your inurh ui,uied son, 

“ l’i:iU,(.IUNh ricKLE ” 

This letter, which nothing lint Ins passion and 
nexperienee could excuse, had such an elieef upon 
lis mother, as may he easily eoneeived. She was 
•nraged to a degree of frenzy against the writer ; 
hough at the same time she considered tlie whole 
IS the production of Mrs. 'rnmnioirs particular 
liipie, and represenlt'd it to her husband as an in- 
.uU that he was bound in lionour to resent, by 
ireaking olV till eorresjiondence with the eonimo- 
lore and his family. This was a hitter pill to 
lamaliel, who, through i\ long course of years, 
,vas so habituated to 'rrunuioii’s company, tliat he 
•oiild as ea.sily have parted with a limb, as have 
vliiiqui.slied the club all at oiiee. lie tlierefon* 
/^enUtred to represent his owm incapacity to follow' 
ler advice, and begged that he might at least be 
illowed to drop the eoimexioii grailLuilly ; prolest- 
ng that he would do his endeavour to give her all 
iianner of .sati.sfaction. 

Meanwdiile preparations w'ere made for I’ere- 
^riiie’s departure to the uuivei^lt}, and in a lew 
rVeeUs lie set out, in the seventeenth ^ear of his 
ige, accompanied by the same attendants who lived 
.vith him at Winclie.ster. llis uncle laid strong iii- 
urictioii.s upon liim to avoid the eompaii) of im- 
nodest women, to mind his learning, to let linn 
lear of his welfare as often as he could spare time 
o write, and .settled Ids appointments at the rale of 
ive hundred a-y ear, including liis gov enior's salary, 
•vhieh was one fifth part of the snm. The lieart 
>f our young gentleman dilated at the pro.spect of 
he figure he should make with such an handsome 
innuity, the management of which was left to his 
)wn discretion ; and he amused his imagination 
vith tl)e most agreeable reveries during his journey 
0 Oxford, which lie perlonncd in tw'o days. Here 
)eing introduced to the liead of tlie collegi*, to 
vhom he Iiad been recommended, aecommoduted 
vith genleel apartment.s, entered as gentleman eom- 
uoner in the books, and provided with a judicious 
utor, instead of returning to the study of Greek 
md Latin, in which he thought himself already 
nlHoiently instructed, he renewed liis aoqiiaiiitaiiee 
Mtli some of his old schoolfellows, whom he found 


in the same situation, and was by them initiated in 
all the fashionable diversions of tlie place. 

It was not long before he made himself remark- 
able for his spirit and humour, w'hich w ere so ac-^ 
ceptable to the bucks of the university, that lie was 
admitted as a member of their corfioratioii, and, in 
a very little time, became the most conspicuous 
pensoiiage of the wliole fraternity ; not that he 
valued liimself upon liis ability in smoking the 
greatest number of pipes, and drinking the largest 
quantity of ale; these w(’re qualifications of too 
gross a nature to captivnite his refined ambition, 
lie piqued liimself on his talent for raillery, his 
genius and taste, his jiersonal aecoinjdisliineiits, and 
Ids success at intrigue. Nor wTre his excursions 
confined to tlie small villages in tlie neighbourhood, 
w'hieh are eonniiorily'^ visited once a W'cek by the 
students for the sake of eariial reert'ation. lie 
kejit his own liorses, traversed the whole county in 
parties of pleasun', atleiided all tlie races wdthiii 
fifty miles of ( Ixibrd, and made frerpient jaunts to 
London, where he used to lie incognito during llie 
be.st part of many a term. 

Tlie rules of the university were loo severe to 
be observed by a youth of his vivaeit) ; and there- 
fore he heeaiue ueipiaintcd w itli the proctor by 
times. Lilt all the elieclvS he received were insuf- 
ficient to moderate liis can-er, he frequented taverns 
and eofieehonsi s, eommilted midnight frolics in the 
streel.s, insulted all the solicr and jiacific class of 
Ids fellow-siideiits ; the tutors themselves were not 
sacred from his ridicule ; he laughed at the ma- 
gistrali*, and neglected every pardcular of eolli*ge 
disci pliiie. 

Ill vain did they attempt to restrain his irregu- 
larities by the iuiposilioii of fines ; he was liberal to 
[irofiisuni, and tlierefore paid without reluetance. 
I'hiiee did he scale the windows of a tradesman, 
with who.se daughter he had an affair of gallantry, 

IS often w'as he obliged to seek Ids safety by a pre- 
ripitate leaj), and oiu* night would, in all probability, 
lave fallen a sacrifice to an ambuscade that was 
laid by the father, had not his trusty stpiire Pipes 
iiterposed in his behalf, and manfully rescued him 
roiii the cliib.s of his enemies. 

In the midst of these excesses, Mr. Jolter, fiiid- 
iig his admonitions neglected, and his influence 
.itteily destroyed, attempted to wean his pupil from 
iis extravagant courses, hy engaging his attention 
11 some more huulahle pin suit. With this view he 
ritrodueed 1 dm into a eluh of polilieiaiis, who re- 
3 ened him with great demonstrations of rc'gard, 
lecominodateil themselves more than he could have 
•xpeeted to hi.s j()\ial dispfisitioii, and while tliey 
rev(>lv(‘d schemes for the reformation of the .state, 
drank with such devotion to the accomplishment of 
heir plans, that, before parting, the cares of their 
latrioti.sm were qidte overw helmed. 

Veivtirine, though he could not ajiprove of their 
doctrine, resolved to attach himself for some time 
) their company ; because he jierceived ample 
subject for Ids ridicule, in the characters of tliese 
wri/iig-headed enthusiasts. Jl was a constant prac- 
tice with them, in tln-ir iriidnight consistories, to 
swullow^ sueli jilentifm draughts of inspiration, that 
heir my .stories eommonly ended like tho.se of the 
kiccliaiialiaii Grgia ; and they were seldom capable 
)f maintaining tliat solemnity of decorum w’hich, 
liy the nature of their functions, most of them 
were obliged to profess. Now, as Peregrine’s sa- 
irical disposition was never more gratified than 
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when he had an opportunity of exposing grave 
characters in ridiculous attitudes, he laid a mis- 
chievous snare ft)r his new confederates, which took 
effect in this manner. In one of their nocturnal 
deliberations, he promoted such a spirit of good 
fellowship, by the agreeable sallies of his w it, which 
were purposely levelled against their political ad- 
versaries, that by ten o’clock they were all ready to 
join in the most extravagant proposal that could be 
made. They broke their glasses in consequence of 
his suggestion, drank healths out of their shoes, 
caps, and the bottoms of I he candlesticks that stood 
before them, sometimes standing with one foot on a 
chair, and the knee bent on the edge of the table ; 
and, when they could no longer stand in that pos- 
ture, setting their bare posteriors on the cold floor. 
They huzzaed, hallooed, danced, and sung, and, in 
short, were el(‘vated to such a pitch of intoxication, 
that when Feregriiu' proposed that they should burn 
their periwigs, the hint was immediately approved, 
and they executed the frolic as one man. Their 
shoes and caps underw’cnt the same fate by the same 
instigation; and in this trim he led tliem forth into 
the street, where they resolved to eompel every 
body they should find to subscribe to tlieir political 
creed, and pronounce the Shibboleth of their party. 
In the achievement of this enterprise, they met with 
more opptisition than they expected; they wxtc 
encountered with arguments which they could not 
well withstand ; the noses of some, and eyes of 
others, in a very little time, bore the marks of ob- 
stinate disputation. Their conductor having at 
length engaged the whole body in a fray wdth an- 
other squadron, which w as jiretty much in the same 
condition, he very fairly gave them the slip, and 
slily retreated to Ids apartiiient, foreseeing that his 
coinpatdons would soon be favoured with tlie notice 
of their superiors ; nor w^as lie deceived in bis pro- 
gnostic ; the proctor, going his round, clianccd to 
fall in w ith this tumultuous uproar, and, interposing 
his authority, found means to (|uiet the disturbance, 
lie took cognizance of their names, and dismissed 
the rioters to their respective chambers, not a little 
scandalized at the behaviour of some among them, 
whoso business and duty it was to set far other ex- 
amples to the youth under tlKur care and direidion. 

About inidnight. Pipes, w'ho had orders to attend 
at a distance, and keep an eye upon .loiter, brought 
home that unfortunate governor upon his back. 
Peregrine having beforehand secured his admittance 
in tlie college ; and among other bruises lie was found 
to have received a conjile of contusions on his face, 
which next morning appeared in a black circle that 
surrounded each eyo. 

'^riiis w'as a mortifying circumstance to a man of 
bis character and deportment, especially as be had 
received a message from the proctor, who desired 
to see him forthwith. With great humility and con- 
trition lie begged the advice of his pupil, who, being 
used to amuse himself with painting, assured Mr. 
Jolter, that he would cover those signs of disgrace, 
with a slight coat of flesh-colour so dexterously, 
that it would be almost impossible to distinguish 
the artificial from the natural skin, '^fhe rueful 
governor, rather tlian expose such opprobrious 
tokens to the observation and censure of the magis- 
trates, submitted to the expedient. Although his 
counsellor had over-rated his own skill, he was per- 
suaded to confide in the disguise, and actually 
attended the proctor, with such a staring addition 
Mie natural ghastliness of his features, that his 


visage bore a very apt resemblance to some of those 
ferocious countenances that hang over the doors of 
certain taverns and alehouses, under the denomina- 
tion of the Saracen’s Head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of physiognomy 
could not escape the notice of the most undiscerning 
beholder, much less the penetrating eye of his 
severe judge, already whetted with what he had 
seen over-night. He was therefore u])braided with 
this ridiculous and shallow artifice, and, togetlier 
with the companions of his debauch, underwent 
such a cutting reprimand for the scandalous irregu- 
larity of his conduct, that all of them remained 
crest-fallen, and were ashamed, for many weeks, to 
appear in the public execution of their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of his finesse to conceal 
the part he acted in this comedy, with the particulars 
of which he regaled bis companions, and thereby 
entailed upon himself the hate and resentment of 
the community, whose maxims and practices he had 
disclosed ; for he was considered as a spy, wlio had 
intruded liimself into their society with a view of 
betraying it ; or, at best, as an apostate and n'negado 
from the faith and jirinciples which he had professed. 

CHAPTER XXTI. 

lie IS insulted l)y his Tutor, wliom he lampoons — TNIukes a 
coiisideralde I’rottress in pohtc Jiiterntuu* , and, in an F^x- 
cursjoii to Windsor, ineels with Kiiiilia tiy Aecidcnt, and is 
very coldly received 

Among those who suflered liy his craft and infi- 
delity was JMr. .1 umhie, his own tutor, w’ho could 
not at all dig(‘st the mortifying affront he had re- 
ceived, and was resol \(‘d to be revenged on the 
insulting uiitJior, With this view’ he watched tlie 
condiu't of Mr. Pickle with the utmost rancour of 
vigilance, tind let slip no opjiortunity ol‘ treating 
him with disrespect, which he knew the disposition 
of his pupil could less brook than any other severity 
it W'as in his power to exercise. 

IVregrine had been several mornmgs absent from 
chapel ; and as Mr. .Jumble never Jailed to question 
him in a very peremptory style about Ins non- 
attendaiiee, be invented some very jilaiisihle ex- 
cuses; but at length his ingenuity W'as exhausted; 
he received a very galling reluikc' I’or his profligacy 
of morals, and, that he might feel it the more sen- 
sibly, was ordered, by way of I'xi'reise, to eonqiose 
a paraphrase, in English verse, upon these two lines 
in Virgil : — 

“ Vuiie ligur, frustraijue amnn"'? elate Mii)eil)is, 
Mc(iuieqiiain patruiij leiitahii lubiicus aru s ” 

The imposition of this invidious theme had all 
the desired elleet upon Peregrine, w ho not only eon- 
sideriMl it as a pieet* of uninanniTly abuse h*velled 
against his own conduct, but also as a retrospective 
insult on the iiieinory of his grandfather, who, as 
lie had been iiiforined, was in his lifi'tiiiie more 
noted for his cunning than candour in trade. 

Exasperated at this instance of tii(‘ pedant’s an 
dacity, he had well nigh, in his first transjiorts 
taken corporal satisfaction on the spot ; but fore 
seeing the troublesome consequence that would 
attend such a flagrant outrage against the law s ot 
the university, he checked his indignation, and 
resolved to revenge the injury in ii more cool and 
contemptuous manner. Thus determined, he set on 
foot an inquiry into the particulars of .Timible's 
parentage and education. He learned that the fa 
ther of tills insolent tutor was a bricklayer^ ^hat 
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his mother sold pies, and that the son, at different 
periods of liis youth, had amused liimself in both 
occupations beiore he converted his views to the 
study of leariiiii'^. Eranpht with this intelligence, he 
composed the following ballad in doggerel rliyincs, 
and next day jiresented it as a gloss upon the text 
which the tutor had chosen. 

Comp, listen jc students of ev’ry dct'ree, 

J hiiif,' ol a wjt and a tutor perdip; 

A statestnan profound, a critic iinnicnse, 

III short, a mere jumble of learning? and sense, 

And yet o( his talents, though laudably vain, 

His own lamily arts he could never attain. 

His father intending his fortune to tmihl, 

In his youth would have taiifjlit him the trowel to wield, 
liiit the mori.ar of discipline never would stick, 

For his skull was secur’d by a laein;? ot brick ; 

And with all liis endeavours of jiatience and pain, 

The skill ol his sire he lould never attain. 

His mother, an housewife, neat, artful, and wise, 
llenowii’il for her delicati biscuit and pies, 

.Soon alter'd liis studies, by ll.itt'ijn;? liii- taste, 

Fioni the laisiiifi of walls to the rearing of paste 1 
Hut all her instruetions were fiiiilless and vain, 

The iiie-makiiig invst’iy he ne’er could attain. 

Yet true to his race, in his labours were seen 
A lunible of botli their prolessions, I ween; 

For, wMieii bis own genius he ventur’d to trust, 

Ills pies seem’d ol brick, and his bouses ol crust. 

'I'lieii, good ]\lr Tiitoi, pi.iy be not so vain, 

Since your family arts you could never attain. 

This impudent production was the most effectual 
vengeance he could have lakcii on his tutor, who 
liad all the sufMU'cilious arrogance and ridieulons 
jwide of a low -horn ])edaTit. Instead of overlooking 
this petulant jiieee of satire with that temper and 
tieeeney of* disdain that hecame a person of liisgra- 
Mly and station, lie no sooner cast his eye over the 
jierforniance, than tlie blood ruslied into his couiite- 
nanee, w'liieh immediately after exliihited a ghastly 
jiale colom. With a quivering lip he told his pupil, 
that he was an impertinent jaekanapes, and liew'ould 
take <‘are that he should lu* expelled from the mii- 
M'jsity, for having jiresumed to wriu* and deliver 
such a licentious and scurrilous libel. Peregrine 
aiiftwered with great resolution, that, when tlie pro- 
Noeation he liad received should he known, he was 
persuaded that he should he ac({uitted in the opinion 
of all imparti.il iieojile ; and that he was ready to 
submit the wliole to the decision of the master. 

This arbitration he proposed, heeause lie knew 
the master and .iuinhle were at varianei‘; and for 
that reason the tutor durst not venture to put the 
euiise on such an issue. Nay, when this reference 
was mentioned, .Iuinhle, who w'as naturally jealous, 
suspected tliat JVregrine liad a jiromise of protec- 
tion before lie undertook to commit such an outra- 
g<‘ous insult ; and this notion bad such an cifccl 
upon him, that lu* rc.solved to dcMuir Ins v(*xation, 
and w'ait for a more proper ojiport unity of gratifying 
his liate. INIcanwhile cojiies of the ballad were 
distributed among the students, who sung it under 
the ve ry nose ol* Mr. .1 umble, to the lime of . 1 cobbler 
there teas, (S’c., and the tnmiipli of our liero was 
eomjdete. Neither was liis wliole time devoted to 
the riotous extravagancies of y'outli. He enjoyed 
many lucid intervals ; during wineli lie contracted 
a more iiitimati* acipuintanee with the classics, ap- 
plied hiir.self to the reading of history, improved 
ins taste for painting and music, in w’hieli be made 
H)im‘ jirogress; and above all things, cultivated the 
study of natural iihilosopliy . It was gent mlly ;ifter 
a coursi' of elo.se attention to some of thest* arts and 
sciences, that liis disposition hrokt* out into those 


irregularities and wild sallies of a luxuriant imagi- 
nation, for which he hecame so remarkable ; and he 
was perhaps the only y oungman in Oxford, who, at 
the same time, maintained an intimate and friendly 
intercourse with the most unthinking, as well as 
w'itli the most sedate students at the university. 

It is not to be supposed that a young man of 
Peregrine’s vanity, niexperienee, and profusion, 
could suit his expense to his allowance, liberal as it 
wiis; for he was not one of those fortunate people 
who are horn economists, and knew not the art of 
withholding his purse wTien he saw his companion 
in difficulty. Thus naturally generous and expen- 
sive, lie squandered away liis money, and made a 
most splendid appearance upon the receipt of his 
ipuirterly appointment ; hut long before the third 
month w^as elapsed, his finances were consumed ; 
and, as he could not stooj) to ask an extraordinary 
snpjily, was too proud to borrow', and loo haughty 
to run in debt with tradesmen, he devoted those 
jieriods of poverty to the prosecution of his studies, 
and shone t*orth again at the revolution of quarter- 
day. 

In one of these irniplions, he and some of his 
companions went toAVindsor, in order to see the 
royal apartnienls in the eastle, whither they re- 
paired in the al’ternoon ; and, as Peregrine stood 
conlenqilating the jnctnre of Ih'vcnles and t Inqihale, 
one of his fellow -slndeiils wliisjuTed in his ear, 
“/ounds! J*ickl(‘, there are two fine girls.” lie 
turned instantly about, and, in one of them, recog- 
nised his almost forgotten Emilia. Her ajipear- 
ance acted upon his imagination like a spark of fire 
that falls among gunpowder; that passion wliich 
had lam dormant tor the sjiaee of tw’o years flashed 
up ill a moment, and he w’as seized w ith an uni- 
\ersal tix'pidatioii. She perceived and jiartook of 
his emotion ; for tlieii* souls, like unisons, vibrated 
w'llli the same impulse. However, she called her 
pride and resentment to her aid, and found resolu- 
tion eiiongh to retiri' from such a dangerous scene. 
Alarmed at Iut retreat, he rieollecfed all his 
assurance, and, impelled by love, which lie could 
no longer resist, follow ed her into the next room, 
w here, in the most disconcerted nuimier, he accosted 
her with “Your humble servant, Miss (Jaimtlet 
to which salutation she replied, with an affectation of 
indifference, that did not, however, eonceal her 
agitation, “ Your servant, sir and immediately 
extending her finger towards the picture of Duns 
Seoln.s, which is fixed over one of the doors, asked 
her eonijianion in a giggling tom*, if she did not 
think he looked like a conjuror. IVregrine, nettled 
into spirits hy this rece]>tion, answered for the other 
lady, “ that it w as an easy matter to be a conjuror 
in those times, wdien the simplieity of the age 
as.sisted his divination; but were he, or Merlin 
liimself, to rise from the dead now, when such 
deceit and dissimulation ]>revail, they would not he 
able to earn their bread hy the jirofession.” “ C) 1 
sir,” said she, turning full u]K)n him, “ without 
doubt they would adopt new maxims; ’tis no dis- 
parageiiK'ut in this enlighti*ne(l age for one to alter 
one's opinion.” “No, sun*, madam,” replied Jhe 
youth, with some precipitation, “jirovided the 
ehuiige he for the better.” “ And, slioula it happen 
otherwise,'’ retorted tlie iiyniph with a flirt of her 
fan, “ iuconst.inev will never want eountenauee 
from the praetice of mankind.” “ True, madam,” 
r<*sumcd our hero, fixing his eyes upon her, “ex- 
amples of levity .j»'e every where to he met with.” 
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“ O lA)rdf sir,” cried Emilia, tossing lier head, 
“ you’ll scarce ever find a fop without it.” By this 
time his companion, seeing him engaged with one 
of the ladies, entered into conversation with the 
other ; and, in order to favour his friend’s gallantry, 
conducted her into the next apartment, on pretence 
of entertaining her with the sight of a remarkable 
piece of painting. 

IVregrine, laying hold on this opportunity' of 
being alone with the object of his assumed a 
most seducing tenderness of look, and, heaving a 
rofound sigh, asked if she had utterly discarded 
iin from her remembrance. J^eddening at this 
pathetic (juestion, which recalled the memory of 
the imagined slight he liad put upon her, she an- 
swered in great confusion, “ Sir, 1 believe J once 
had the pleasure of se(‘irig you in a hall in Win- 
chester.” “ Miss Emilia,” said he, very gravely, 
“will you he so candid as to tell me what mis- 
behaviour of mine you aje pleased to punish, by 
restricting your remembrance to that single occa- 
sion?” “Mr. I’icklc,” she replied in the same 
tone, “ it is neither my ])rovinee nor inclination to 
judge your conduct ; and therefore you misapply 
your question, when you ask such an explanation 
of me.” “ At least,” rc'snmed our lover, “ give mo 
the melancholy satisfaction to know for w'hat 
offence of mine you refused to take the least notice 
of that letter which J had the honour to write from 
Winchester, by your own express permission.” 
“ Your letter,” said Miss, with great vivacity, 
“ neither required, nor, in my opinion, deserved an 
answer; and, to he free wTih }ou, Mr. Tickle, it 
was but a shallow artifice to rid yourself of a cor- 
respondence you had deigned to solicit.” Pere- 
grine, confounded at this repartee, replied, that 
howsoever he might have failed in point of ele- 
gance or discretion, he was sure ho had not been 
deficient in expressions of respect and devotion lor 
those charms which it was bus pride to adore. “As 
for the verses,” said he, “I owm they were unwor- 
thy of the theme, hut 1 flattered myself that they 
would have merited your acceptance, though not 
your approbation, and h(*en considered not so much 
the proof of my genius, as the genuine effusion 
of my love.” “ Verses !” cried Emilia, with an 
air of astonishment, “ what verses ? I really don't 
understand you.” 'fhe young geiitlernan was thun- 
derstruck at this exclamation, to Avhieh, after a 
long pause, he answeri'd, “ 1 ht'giii to susjiect, and 
heartily wish it may appear, that we have misun- 
derstood each other from the beginning. Pray, 
Miss daunt let, did jou not find a co^iy of verses en- 
closed in that unfortunate letter ?” * “ 'Truly, sir,” 
said the lady, “ 1 am not so much of a comioisj»eur 
as to distinguish wdK'ther that faci'tious production, 
which you merrily stjie an imfortiinate letter, was 
composed in verse or jiroso ; but, methiiiks, the jest 
is a little too stale to be brought upon the carpet 
again.” So saying, she trijiped away to her com- 
panion, and left her lover in a most tumultuous 
suspense. He now perceived that her neglect ot 
his addresses, when he was at Winchester, must 
have been OAviiig to some mystery which he could 
not comprehend. And she Ix'gan to susjiect, and 
to hope, that the letter which she received w^as 
spurious, tliough she could not conceive how that 
could po.ssibly ha})j)<*u, as it had been delivered to 
her by the hands of his own servant. 

However, she resolved to leave the task of un- 
mvelling the uti'air to him, who, she knew, w’ould 


infallibly exert himself for his own as well as her 
satisfaction. She was not deceiv(*d in her opinion, 
lie went up to her again at the staircase, and, as 
they were unprovided with a male attendant, in- 
sisti'd upon squiring the ladies to their lodgings. 
Emilia saw his drift, which was no other than to 
know where she lived ; and, though she approved 
of his contrivance, thought it Avas incumlumt upon 
her, for the support of her oAvn dignity, to decline 
the civility. She therefore thanked him for his 
polite offer, but would by no means consent to his 
giving himself such unnecessary trouble, especially 
as they had a very little way to walk. He M as not 
repulsed by this refusal, the nature of whieh lie 
perfectly understood; nor was she sorry to sec 
him persevere in his determination. Me therefore 
accompanied them in their return, and made divers 
efforts to speak with Emilia in particular. But slie 
had a spice of the coquette in her disposition, and, 
being determined to whet his impatience, artfully 
baffled all his endeavours, by keeping her com- 
panion continually engaged in the conA'ersation, 
which turn(*d upon the venerable appearance and 
imperial situation of the place. Thus tantalized, 
he lounged with them to the door of the house in 
which they lodged, when his mistress, jicreeiving, 
by the countenance of her comrade, tliat she Avas 
on the point of desiring him to Avalk in, eliecked 
her intention with a frowm ; then turning to Mr. 
I’ickle, dropped him a very formal curtsey, seized 
the other young lady by the arm, and saying, 
“ Come, cousin Sophy,” vanished in a moment, 

ClIAri’EB XXITl. 

After sundry unsiiccobsful EtToits, he finds means to come fo 
an Explanation with his Mistress; and a lleconciluition 

PEREtntiN’E, disconcerted at their sudden disap- 
pearance, stood for some minutes gaping in the 
street, before he could get the bt'tter ol'iiis stirprise: 
and then deliberated with himself Aihether he 
should demand immediate admittance to his mis- 
tr*ss, or choose some other method of apjilicafion. 
Tiqued at her abrupt behaviour, though jileased 
with her spirit, lie set his in\x*iitioii to work, in 
order to eonlriAH* some means of seeing her; and, 
in a fit of musing, arrh ed at the inn, where he 
found his eompaiiions Ailnmi he had left at tlie 
(’astle gate. They had already made inquiry ab(>ut 
the ladies, in eoiisequenee of which he learnt, that 
Miss Sophy w'as daughter of a gentleman in 
toAvm, to Avhom his mistress was relati d ; that an 
intimate friendship subsisted helAveen tlie two 
young ladies ; that Emilia had lived about a month 
wdth lier cousin, and appeared at the last assemhly, 
where she was universally admired ; and that 
s<‘veral young gentlemen of fortune had since tliat 
time teased lier with addresses. 

Uur hero’s ambition was flattered, and his jias- 
sion inflamed with this intelligence; and lie sw'oie 
w'ithin himself, that he would not quit the sjiot until 
he should have obtained an indisputed victory over 
all his rivals. 

'That same evening he composed a most eloquent 
epistle, ill which he earnestly entreated that slie 
would favour him with an ojiportunity of vindi- 
cating his conduct ; hut she would neither receive 
his billet, nor see his messenger. Balked in this 
effort, he enclosed it in a new cover, directed by 
another hand, and ordered Tipcs to ride next morn- 
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ing to London, on purpose to deliver it at the post- 
office, that, coming by such conveyance, she might 
have no suspicion of the author, and open it before 
she should be adware of the deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for the effect of 
this stratagen), and, in the afternoon of the fourth, 
ventured to hazard a formal visit, in quality of an 
old ac(iuaintancc. Hut here, too, he failed in his 
attempt; she was indisposed, and could ]Jot see 
company. 'J’hese obstacles served only to increase 
his eagerness. lie still adhered to his former reso- 
lution ; and his companions, understanding his de- 
termination, left him next day to his own inventions. 
Thus reliiKiuished to his own ideas, he doubled his 
assiduity, and practised every method his imagina- 
tion could suggest, in order to promote his plan. 

Pipes was stationed all day long within sight of 
her door, that he might be able to give his master 
an account of her motions ; but she never went 
abroad, except to visit in the neighbourhood, and 
was always housed befon' Peregrine could be ap- 
prised of her appearance. lie went to church with 
a view of attracting her notice, and humbled his 
deportment before her ; but she was so mischievously 
devout as to look at nothing but her book, so that 
he was not favoured Avith one glance of regard. Ih* 
frequented the coffeeliojise, ami attempted to con- 
tract an acquaiiitane(‘ with Miss Soi)hy’s father, 
who, he hoped, v'ould invite him to his house ; hut 
this expectation Avas also defeated. That j)rudent 
gentleman looked upon him as one of those forward 
fortune-hunters who go about the country seeking 
whom they may devour, and warily discouraged all 
liis advances. Chagrined by so many unsuccessful 
endeavours, he began to despair of accomplishing 
Ids aim ; and, as the last suggestion of his art, paid 
off his lodging, took horse at noon, and departed, 
in all appearance, for the jilace troni whence he 
had come. lie rode, however, but a fcAV miles, 
and, in the dusk of tlie evening, returned unseen, 
alighted at another inn, ordered Pipes to stayAvith- 
iii doors, and, keeping himself incognito, employed 
another ijcrsou as a sentinel upon fimilia. 

It was not long before he reaped the fruits of his 
ingenuity. Next da}^, in the afternoon, he Avas in- 
formed by his spy, that the two young ladies were 
gone to walk in the park, n hither he followed them 
on the instant, fully determined to come to an ex- 
planation Avith his mistress, e\eri in presence of her 
friend, Avho might possibly he jirevailed ujum to 
intiM-est herself in his behalf. 

When he saw' them at such a distance that they 
could not return to tOAvn before he should have an 
opportunity of putting liis resolution in practice, he 
leiided his pace, and found means to ajipear before 
them so smldenl^, that lOmilia could not help ex- 
pressing her surprise in a sereani. Our lover put- 
ting on a mum of humility and mortification, begged 
to know if her resentment Avas implacable ; and 
asked, Avhy she had so ernelly refused to grant him 
the common privilege that cver> oriminal enjoyed.^’ 
“ Dear IVliss Sophy,” said he, addressing himself to 
her companion, “ give me leave to implore your 
intercession aa itli your cousin ; 1 am sure you have 
humanity enough to espouse my cause, did you but 
know tile justice of it ; and I flatter myself, that, by 
your kind interposition, 1 may be able to rectify 
tluit fatal misunderstanding which hath made me 
wretched.” “ Sir,” said Sophy, “ you appear like 
a gentleman, and I doubt not but your behaviour 
has been always suitable to your appearance ; but 


you must excuse me from undertaking any such 
office in behalf of a person whom 1 have net the 
honour to know.” “ Madam,” answered Teregrine, 
“ 1 hope Miss Emy will justify my pretensions to 
that character, notwithstanding the mystery of her 
displeasure, which, upon my honour, 1 cannot for 
my soul explain.” “ Lord! Mr. 1‘ickle,” said 
Emilia, who had by this time recollected herself, 
“I never (juestioned your gallantry' and taste, hut 
1 am resolved that )ou never shall have cause to 
exercise your talents at my expense ; so that you 
tease j ourself and me to no purpose, (^onie, Sophy, 
let us Avalk home again.” “Good God! INIadam,” 
cried the lov'er with great emotion, “ Avhy will you 
distract me with such indifference ? Stay, dear 
Emilia! I conjure you on my knees to stay and 
hear me. lly all that is sacred ! I AA as not to 
blame; you mnst have been inqiosed upon by some 
villain aaIio envied my good fortune, and took some 
treacherous method to ruin my love.” 

JNIiss Soph), Aiho possessed a large stock of good 
nature, and to v\'honi her cousin had communicated 
the cause of her reserve, seeing the young gentle- 
man so much afl'ected Avith that disdain, AA'hieh she 
knew to he feigned, laid liold on Emilia’s sleeve, 
saying with a smile, “ Not (jiiitc so fast, Emily, 1 
begin to perceiA’^e that this is a love-tpiarn*!, and 
therefore there may he liopes of a reconciliation ; 
for 1 sujipose both ])artu'S are open to conviction.” 
“ For my owm part,” cried Peregrine, with great 
eagerness, “ I appeal to INliss Sophy's decision. 
Rut why do I say ajipeal? Though I am conscious 
of having committed no offence, 1 am ready to sub- 
mit to any penaneo, let it be ever so rigorous, that 
my fair enslaATr bersi'lf shall impose, providing it 
w'ill entitle me to her favour and forgiveness at 
last.” Emily, well nigh overcome by ibis declara- 
tion, told him, that, as she taxed him with no guilt, 
she expected no atonenu'iit ; and jiressed her com- 
panion to return into tow'u. Rut Sophy, avIio was 
t(K) indulgent to her friend’s real inclination to com- 
ply AA ith lier iv<iuest, observed, that the gentleman 
seemed so reasonable in his concessions, she began 
to think her cousin w as in the wrong, and felt her- 
self disposed to act as nmjiire in the dispute. 

Overjoyed at this condescension, Mr. Pickle 
thanked her in the most rapturous terms, and, in 
the transport of his expectation, kissed the hand of 
his kind mediatrix ; a cireiimstanoe wliich had a 
remarkable effeet on the eonntenanee of Emilia, 
Avho did not seem to relish the Avarmth of his 
acknowledgment. 

After many supplications on one hand, and press- 
ing reinonstraneis on the other, she yielded at 
length, and, turning to Iht Ioa'ct, AAhile her face 
Avas oviM’sprcad Avitli blushes, “ Well, sir,” said 
she, “ snjiposing I were to put the difference on 
that issue, hoAv could aou excuse the ridiculous 
letter Avhich you sent to me from Winchester?” 
I’his expostulation introduced a discussion of the 
AA hole affair, in which all the eireiimstanees were 
canvassed; and Emilia still affirmed, with great 
heat, that the letter must have been calculated to 
affront her ; for she could not suppose the author 
was so Aveak as to design it for any other purpose. 

l»eregrine, AA'ho still retained in his memory the 
substance of his unlucky epistle, as well as the 
verses Avhich AA cre enclosed, could recollect no par- 
ticular expression Avhich could have justly given 
the least umbrage ; and therefore in the agonies 
of perplexity, begged that the whole might be 
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submitted to the. judgment of Miss Sophy, and 
faithfully promised to stand to her award. 

In short, this proposal was, with seeming reluct- 
ance, embraced by Emilia, and an appointment 
made to meet next day, in the same place, whither 
both i)arties were desired to come, provided with 
their credentials, according to which definitive 
sentence would be pronounced. 

Our lover having succeeded thus far, over- 
whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments on account 
of her generous mediation, and, in the course of 
their walk, which Emilia was now in no hurry to 
conclude, whispered a great many tender protes- 
tations in the ear of his mistress, who nevertliel<‘ss 
continued to act upon the reserve until her doubts 
should be more fully resolved. 

Mr. Pickle having found means to amuse them 
in the fields till the twilight, was obliged to wish 
them good evening, after having obtained a solemn 
repetition of their promise to meet him at the ap- 
pointed time and place; and then retreated to his 
apartment, where he spent the wiiole night in 
various conj(‘ctures on the subject of this letter, 
the Gordian knot of which he could by no means 
untie. 

One while he imagined that some wag had played 
a trick upon his messeiig(‘r, in consetpience of 
which Emilia had received a supposititious h‘tter ; 
hut, upon further reflection, he could not conceive 
the practicability of any such deceit, d'hen he 
began to doubt the sincerity of his mistress, \xho 
perhaps had only made that an handle for discard- 
ing him, at the request of some favourite rival ; but 
his own iiitegrit} forbade him to harbour this mean 
sns])icion; and therefore he w'as again involved in 
the labyrinth of ])erplexity. Next day he waited 
on the rack of impatienet* for the hour of five in 
the atternoon, which no sooner struck, than he 
'*rdered Pipes to attiuid him, in case there should 
be occasion tor his evidence, and repaired to the 
place of rendezvous, where he had not tarried five 
minutes before the ladles appeared. IMiitual com- 
pliments being j)dssed, and the attendant stationed 
at a convenient dislanee, Peregrine persuaded them 
to sit down upon the grass, under the shade of a 
spreading oak, that they iniglit be more at their 
ease ; while he stretched himself at their feet, and 
desired that the paper on which his doom <h*pended 
might be examined. It was accordingly put into 
the hands of his fair arbilress, who read it imme- 
diatel}’' with an audible voice. The first twu> words 
of it were no sooner pronounced, than he started 
wdth great emotion, and raised himself on his hand 
and knee, in which ])osture he listened to the rest 
of the sen^^ence ; then sprung upon his feet in the 
utmost astonishment, and, glowdng with res<‘ntinent 
at tht‘ same time, exclaimed, “Hell and the devil! 
what’s all that ? Sure you make a j(‘st of me, 
"Madam.” “ Pray, sir,” said Soph), “give me the 
hearing for a few moments, and then urge what 
you shall think proper in your own defence.” 

J laving thus cautioned him, she proceeded : hut, 
before sin* had finished one half of the pcrfornianee, 
lu'i* gravity forsook her, and she was seized with a 
violent fit of laughter, in which neither of the 
lovers could help joining, notwithstanding the re- 
sentment which at that instant jirevailed in the 
breasts of noth. The judge, however, in a liftL 
time resumed her solemnity, and having read the | 
remaining part of this curious epistle, all tliree | 
continued staring at each other alternately lor the | 


space of half a minute, and then broke forth at the 
same instant into another paroxysm of mirth. 
From this unanimous convulsion, one would have 
thought that both parties were extremely well 
pleased with the joke ; yet this was by no means 
the case. 

Emilia imagined, that, notwithstanding his af- 
fected surprise, her lover, in spite of himself, had 
renew^cd the laugh at her expense, and, in so doing, 
apj)lauded his own unmannerly ridicule. This 
supposition could not fail of raising and reviving 
her indignation, while IVregrine highly resented 
the indignity with which he supposed himself 
treated, in her attempting to make him the dupe of 
such a gross and ludicrous artifice. ^J'liis being the 
situation of th(‘irthoughts, their mirth w as succeeded 
by a mutual gloominess of aspect ; and th(‘ judge, 
addressing herstdf to Mr. J*iekh‘, asked if he had 
any thing to offer why sentence shoiihl not be 
pronounced? “Madam,” answered the culprit, “ 1 
am sorry to find myself so low in the ojunion of 
your cousin, as to be tbouglit eajiable of being 
deceived by^ such a shallow contrivance.” “ Nay, 
sir,” said Emilia, “the coiitrivanee is your own; 
and 1 cannot lu‘lp admiring jour confidence in 
imputing it to me.” “ Upon my honour, IMiss 
Emily,” resumed our hero, “you w'rong my under- 
staiuliug as well as my love, in accusing me of 
having written such a silly impertinent performance, 
the very appearance and address of it is so unlike 
the letter which I did myself the honour to write, 
that 1 dare say my man, even at this distance of 
time, will remember the diflerence.” So saying, he 
extended his voice, and beekoiied to Ihpi’S, who 
immediately drew near. His mistress seemed to 
object to the evidence, by observing that, to be 
sure, Mr. Pipes bad bis cue; when IVregrine, 
h(‘ggiug she would spare him the luorlifieatioii of 
considering liim in such a dishonourable light, 
di'sired his valet to (‘xamine the outside of the 
letter, and recollect if il wasihesanu* which lie had 
delivered to JMiss Gauntlet about tw^o years ago. 
Pijies having taken a supiTfieial view' of it, jmlled 
up his hreeehes, saving, “Mayhap it is, but we 
have made so many trips, and heen in so many 
creeks and corners since that time, that I can’t 
pretend to he certain ; for I neither keej) journal 
nor log-book of our proeeediugs.” Emilia eoni- 
mcTided liim for bis eaudour, at the same time 
darting a sarcastic look at his master, as if .she 
thought he had tam])ered with his servant’s integrity 
in vain ; and Peregrine began to rave and to curse 
his fate for having subjected liim to such mean 
susjueioii, attesting lieaven and earth in the most 
earnest manner, that, far from having composed 
and conveyed that stu})id jiroduction, he had mw er 
seen it helon*, nor h(‘en privy to the least eireum- 
stance of the plan. 

Pipes, now for the first time, perceived th<^ 
mischief wliich he had occasioned, and, moved 
with the transjiorts of his master, for whom he 
had a mo.st inviolable attachment, frankly declared 
he was ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle had no 
hand in the letter wliieh he delivered. All three 
wx*re amazed at tliis confession, the meaning of 
which they could not comprehend. Peregrine, 
after some pause, lea])ed upon Pipes, and seizing 
liim by the throat, exclaimed in an ecstasy of rage, 
“ Rascal ! tell me this instant what became of tin 
letter I intrusted to your care.” The patient valet, 
half-strangled as he was, squirted a collection of 
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tobacco-juice out of one corner of his mouth, and 
with great deliberation replied, “ Why, — burnt it ; 
you wouldn’t have me give the young woman a 
thing that shook all in the wind in tatters, would 
you?” The ladies interposed in behalf of the 
distressed s(]uire, from whom, by dint of (juestions, 
w'hieh he had neither art nor inclination to evade, 
they extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Such ridiculous simplicity and innocence of in- 
tention appeared in the composition of his expedient, 
that even the remembrance of all the chagrin which 
it had produced could not rouse their indignation, 
or enable them to resist a third eruption of laughter, 
which they forthwith underwent. 

Pipes was dismissed with many menacing in- 
junctions to beware of such conduct for the future; 
Emilia stood with a confusion of joy and tenderness 
in her countenance ; Peregrine’s eyes kindled into 
rapture, and when IMiss So])hy ])ronounced the 
sentence of reconciliation, advanced to his mistr(*ss, 
saying, “’rruth is mighty, and will prevail then 
clasping her jn his arms, very impudently ravished 
a kiss, which she had not power to refuse. Nay, 
such was the impulse of his joy, that he took the 
same freedom wnlh the lips of Sophy, calling her his 
kind iiKMliatrix and guardian angel, and behaved 
M'ilh such extravagance of transport as plainly 
evinced the fervour and sincerity of his love. 

I shall not ])retend to repeat the tender pro- 
testations that were uttered on one side, or describe 
the bewitching glanci's of ajijirobation w'ith which 
tliey were r<*eeived on the other ; suffice it to say, 
that the endearing iiifirmicy of their formc‘r con- 
nexion was instantly renewed, and Sophy, who 
congratulated them upon the happy termination of 
their ([uarrel, favoured with theinmitnal confidence. 
In conse(|ueiice of this hapjiy paeification, they 
deliberated upon the means of seeing each other 
often ; and as he eonld not, without some previous 
introduction, visit her openly at tlie house of her 
relation, they agreed to m<‘et every afternoon in the 
]iark till the next assembly, at wliieh he w'onld 
soiiejt her as a partner, and she he unengaged, in 
expectation of his reipiest. Hy this eouiiexion lie 
would he entitled to visit liernext da}, and thus an 
avowed eorrespoiidence would ol’ course commenee. 
'This plan w^as actually i»ut in execution, and at- 
tended wdtli a cireumstance which had well nigh 
produced some misehievous conseijnence, had not 
Peregrine’s good fortune been superior to his 
discretion. 


CTIAPTER XXIV. 

lU* .irlii(*\es rm A(l\<Miturf at tlie Assi*ml)ly, and quarrclh 
Ills (loNcrnoi 

At tlie assemhly were no fewer tlian three gentle- 
men of foiTiine, who rivalled our lover in his passion 
for Emilia, and who had severally begged the ho- 
nour of dancing w ith her n])on that occasion. She 
had excused herself to each, on pr<*tence of a slight 
indisposition that she foresaw would detain her 
from the ball, and desired they would provide 
themselves w itli other partners. Obliged to admit 
her excuse, they aeeordingl} followed her advice; 
and after they had engaged themsidves beyond the 
power of retracting, liad the mortification to sec lier 
there unelaimed. 

'fhey ill their turn made up to her, and expressed 
their surprise and concern at finding her in the 
assemhly unprovided, after she had declined their 
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invitation; but she told them that her cold had 
forsaken her since she had the pleasure of seeing 
them, and that she would rely upon accident for a 
partner. Just as slie pronounced these words to 
the JiLst of the tliree. Peregrine advanced as an 
litter stranger, bowed with great respect, told her he 
understood she was unengaged, and would think 
himself liiglily honoured in being accepted as her 
partner for the night ; and he had the good fortune 
to succeed in liis application. 

As they were by far the handsomest and best ac- 
complished couple in the room, they could not fail 
of attracting the notice and admiration of the spec- 
tators, which inflamed the jealousy of his three 
competitors, who immediately entered into a con- 
spiracy against this gaudy stranger, whom, as their 
rival, they resolved to affront in public. Jl*ursuant 
to the plan which they projected for this purpose, 
the first country dance was no sooner concluded, 
than one of thirni, with his partner, took place of 
3’eregrine and his mistress, contrary to the regula- 
tion of tlu‘ ball. Our lover, imputing his behaviour 
to inadvertency, informed the gentleman of his 
mistake, and civilly desired he would rectify his 
«*rror. The otlier told him, in an imperious tone, 
that he wanted none of his advice, and hade him 
mind his own affairs. I’eregrine answered with 
some warmth, and insisted upon his right ; a dis- 
pute commenced, high words ensued, in the course 
of which our impeluous youth, hearing himself re- 
viled with th<‘ appellation of scoundrel, pulled off 
his antagonist’s periwig, and flung it in liis face. 
'Pile ladies immediately shrieked, the gentlemen 
interposed, Kmilia was seized with a fit of trem- 
bling, and conducted to lier seat by her }outIiful 
admirer, who begged pardon for having discomposed 
her, and vindicated Avliat he had done, by rejire- 
s<*iiting the neci'ssity hi* was under to resent the 
provocation he had received. 

Though she could not help owning the justice of 
his plea, she was not the less concerned at the dan- 
gerous situation in which lie had involved himself, 
and, ill tlie utmost consternation and anxiet} , in- 
sisted upon going direct)} home, lie could not resist 
lier importunities; and lier cousin being determined 
to aceonipany her, lie escorted them to their lodg- 
ings w here he w ished them good night, after lun ing, 
in order to (piict their ajipreliensions, protested 
that, if his o])ponent was satisfied, he should never 
take any step tow’ards the ])rosecution of the 
quarrel. jMearnvhile tlie assembly-room b(*came a 
scene of tumult and ujiroar. The person who con- 
ceived himself injured, seeing Teregrine retire, 
struggled with his com]mnions, in order to pursue 
and take satisfaction of our hero, whom he loaded 
with terms of abuse, and challenged to single combat. 

'Pile director of the ball held a eonsullatiori with 
all tlie subscribers who W'ere present; audit w^as 
determined, by a majority of votes, that the two 
gentlemen w lio had occasioned tlie disturbance 
should be desired to withdraw. 'J'his resolution 
being signified to one of the parties then present, 
he made some difficulty of eonipl} ing, but was per- 
suaded to submit by his two confederates, who ac- 
companied Ivim to the street-door, where he was 
met by Teregrine on his return to the assemhly. 

This choleric gentleman, who was a country 
squire, no sooner saw his rival, than he began to 
brandish liis cudgel in a iiienaeing posture, when 
our adventurous }outh stepping back with one foot, 
laid liis hand upon tlie hilt of his sword, which he 
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drew half way out of the scabbard. This attitude, 
and the sight of the blade, which glistened by moon- 
light in his face, checked, in some sort, the ardour 
of his assailant, who desired be would lay aside his 
toaster, and take a bout with him at equal arms. 
Peregrine, who was an expert eudgel-j)layer, ac- 
cepted the invitation ; then exchanging weapons 
with Pipes, who stood behind him, put himself in 
a posture of defence, and received the attack of 
his adversary, who struck at random, without either 
skill or economy. I’ickle could have beaten tlie 
cudgel out of his hand at the first ])iow ; but as, in 
that case, he w ould have been obliged in honour to 
give immediate (|uarter, he resolved to discipline 
his antagonist without endeavouring to disable him, 
until he should be heartily satisfied with the ven- 
geance he had taken. With this view he returned 
the salute, and raised such a clatter about the 
squire*s j)ate, that one who had heard, without see- 
ing the application, would have mistaken the sound 
for that of a salt-box, in the hand of a dexter- 
ous merry-andrew, belonging to one of the booths 
at Bartholomew fair. Neither was tliis salutation 
confined to his head; his shoulders, arms, thighs, 
ancles, and ribs, w’ ere visited with amazing rapidity, 
while Tom Pipes sounded the charge through his 
fist. Jl’eregrine, tired with this exercise, w hich had 
almost bereft his enemy of sensation, at last struck 
the decisive blow, in consequence of which the 
squire’s weapon flew out of his grasi), an<l he allowed 
our hero to be the better man. KSatisfied with this 
acknowledgment, the victor walked up stairs, with 
such elevation of spirits, and insolence of mien, 
that nobody chose to intimate the resolution which 
had been taken in his absence, 'inhere having 
amused himself for some time in beholding the 
country dances, he retreated to his lodging, where 
he indulged himself all night in the contemplation 
of his own success. 

Next day, in the forenoon, he went to visit his 
partner ; and the pmtleinan at whose house she 
lived, haviug been iiiforined of his family and con- 
dition, received him with great courtesy, as the 
acquaintance of his cousin (iauntlet, and invited 
him to dinner that same day. 

Emilia w'as remarkably wvll pleased, when she 
understood tlu* issue of his adventure, w liich began 
to make some noise in town, ev<*n though it de- 
prived her of a wealthy admirer. 'J’he squire 
having consulted an attorney about the nature of 
the dispute, iu hoj)es of being able to jirosecute 
Peregrine for an assuult, found little encouragement 
to go to law. lie therefore resolved to jioeket the 
insult and injury he had undergone, and to discon- 
tinue his addresses to her who was the cause of both. 

Our lover being told by his mistress, that she 
proposed to stay a fortnight longer at Windsor, he 
determined to enjoy her eompatiy all that time, and 
then to give her a convoy to the house of her mo- 
ther, whom he longed to see. Tn consequence of 
this plan, he every day contrived some fresh ])arty 
of pleasure for the ladies, to whom he luid by this 
time free access ; and entangled himself so much 
in the snares of love, that he seemed quite en- 
chanted by Emilia’s charms, which were now in- 
deed almost irresistible. While he tlius heedlessly 
roved in the flowery paths of pleasure, his governor 
at Oxford, alarmed at the unusual duration of his 
absence, went to tlu* young gentlemen who had ac- 
companied him in his excursion, and very earnestly 
intreated them to tell liim wliat they knew con- 


cerning his pupil. They accordingly gave him an 
account of the rencounter that liappencd between 
Peregrine and Miss Emily Oauntlet in the castle, 
and mentioned circumstances sufficient to convince 
him that his charge w as very dangerously engaged. 

Far from having an authority over JVregrine, 
Mr. Jolter durst not even disoblige him ; therefore, 
instead of writing to the commodore, he took horse 
immediately, and that same night reached Windsor, 
where he found his stray sheep very much sur- 
prised at his unexpected arrival. 

The governor desiring to have some serious con- 
versation with him, they shut themselves uj) in an 
apartment, when Jolter, with great solemnity, com- 
municated the cause of his journey, which was no 
other than his concern for his pupil’s welfare ; and 
very gravely undertook to prove, by mathematical 
demonstration, that this intrigue, if farther pursiu'd, 
would tend to the young gentleman’s ruin and dis- 
grace. This singular projiosition raised the cu- 
riosity of Peregrine, who promised to yield all 
manner of attention, and desired him to begin 
without further prcainhle. 

'J’he governor, (‘iicoiiriigcd by this appearance of 
candour, expressed his satisfaction in flnding him 
so open to conviction, and told him he >vouId pro- 
ceed upon geometrical principles. Th(‘ii, heinming 
thrice, he observed, that no inatlicmatieal inquiries 
could he carried on, exee]>t upon certain (kiiu, or 
concession to truths, tliat were self-evident ; and 
therefore he must crave his assent to a few axioms, 
which he was sure Mr. Pickle would see no reason 
to dispute. “ In the first place, tlien,” said he, 

you will grant, I hojie, that youth and discretion 
are, w ith respect to each other, as two parallel lines, 
which, though infinitely produced, remaiu still 
equidistant, and will never coincide ; and then you 
must allow, that passion acts upon the human mind 
ill a ratio compounded of the acuteness of sense 
and eoiistitiitional heat; and, thirdly, you will not 
deny that the angle of nunorse is eijual to that of 
precipitation. The poslidatu being admitted,” added 
he, taking pen, ink, and pajier, and drawing a jia- 
rallelogram, “let youth he represented by the right 
line A B, and discretion by another right line C 1 ), 
parallel to the former. Comjilete the parallelogram 
A B (3 J), and let the point of intersection, B, re- 
present perdition. jiassion, rejireseiited under 
the letter C, have a motion in the direction C A. 
At the same time, let another motion he comirnuii- 
cated to it, in the direction C J), it will ])roee(*d in 
the diagonal (" H, and deserilx* it in flic same time 
that it would have described the side (" A by the 
first motion, or the side Cl 1) by the second. 'J'o 
understand the demonstration of this corollary, we 
must preniihc this obvious princlfde, that when a 
body is acted upon by a motion of power parallel to 
a right line given in position, this jiower, or motion, 
has no efTect to cause the body to approach towards 
that line, or recede from it, but to move in a line 
I)arallel to a right line only, as appears from the 
second law of motion ; therefore C A being par- 
allel to 1) B,” 

His pupil having listened to him thus far, could 
contain himself no longer, hut interrupted the in- 
vestigation with a loud laugh, and told him, that 
his postulata put him in mind of a certain learned 
, and ingenious gentleinan, who undertook todisprove 
I the existence of natural evil, and asked no other 
' datum on w'hich to found his demonstration, but an 
I acknowledgment that every thing that is is right 
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“ you may, therefore,’ said he, in a peremptory 
tone, “ spare yourself the trouble of torturing your 
invention ; for after all, I am pretty certain that I 
shall want capacity to comprehend the discussion 
of your lemma, and consequently be obliged to 
refuse my assent to your deduction.” 

Mr. Jolter was disconcerted at this declaration, 
and so much offended at Peregrine’s disrespect, that 
he could not help expressing his displeasure, by 
telling him flatly, that he was too violent and head- 
strong to be reclaimed by reason and gentle means ; 
that he (the tutor) must be obliged, in the discharge 
of his duty and conscience, to inform the commo- 
dore of his piijiil’s imjirudencc, that, if the laws of 
this r<*alm were eftectual, they would take cogni- 
zance of the gipsy who had led him astray; and 
observed, by way of contrast, that, if such a prepos- 
terous intrigue had happimed in France, she W’ould 
liave lu'cn clapped up in a convent tw^o years ago. 

Our lover s eyes kindled with indignation, when 
he heard his mistress treated with such irreverence, 
lie could scarce refrain from inflicting manual chas- 
tisement on the blasphemer, whom he reproached 
ill his wrath as an arrogant pedant, without either 
delicacy or sense; and eautioiied him against using 
any such impertinent freedoms with bis affairs for 
the future, on pain of iiicurriiig more severe effects 
of Ills resentment. 

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high notions of 
that veneration to which he thought himself en- 
titled by his character and qualifications, had not 
bore, witliout re])ining, his want of influence and 
authority over Ins pupil, against whom he cherislied 
a jiarticular grudge ever since the adventure of the 
painted eye; and therefore, on this occasion, his 
])olitic forbearance had been overcome by the ac- 
cumulated motives of his disgust. Indeed, he would 
liave resigned his charge with disdain, had lu‘ not 
been eneonraged to persevere, by tlie hopes of a 
good living whieh Trunnion had in his gift, or 
kiiowm how to dispose of himself for the present to 
better advantage. 

CTIAPTEPv XXV. 

Jle rL'ceives a Letter from In's Aunt, bn aks with the Com 

modore, ami dibohliges the Lieiitemnit, who, nevertheless, 
undertakes his Cause 

-Mlanivttile he quitted the youth in high dudgeon, 
and that same evening desjnitehed a letter for Mrs. 
Trunnion, which w^as dictated hy the first transports 
of liis ])assion,, and of course replete w ith severe 
animadversions on the misconduet of his pupil. 

In consequence of this complaint, it was not long 
before Peregrine received an epistle from his aunt, 
wherein she commemorated all the circumstances 
of the commodore's benevolence tow ards him, when 
lie was helpless and forlorn, deserted and abandoned 
by his owm parents, upbraided him for Jiis misbe- 
haviour, and neglect of his tutor’.s advice, and in- 
sisted upon his breaking off all intercourse with 
tliat girl who had seduced his youth, as lie valued 
the continuance of her affection and her husband’s 
regard. 

As our lover’s own ideas of generosity w ere ex- 
tremely refined, lie was shocked at tlie indelicate 
insinuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and felt all the pangs 
of an ingenuous mind that labours under obligations 
to a person whom it contemns. Ear from obeying 
her injunction, or humbling himself by a submissive 
answer to her reprehension, his resentment buoyed 


him up above every selfish consideration ; he re- 
solved to attach himself to Emilia, iTpossible more 
than ever; and altlioiigb he w'as tempted to punish 
the officionsness of Jolter, hy recriminating upon 
his life and conversation, he generously withstood 
the impulse of his passion, because he knew that 
his governor had no other dependence than the 
good opinion of the commodore. He could not, 
how'ever, digest in silence the severe expostulations 
of his aunt ; to wdiich he replied by the following 
letter, addressed to her husband. 

“ Sill, — Though my tamper could never stoopito ofTer, nor, 
1 believe, yniir disposition deign to rei civc, that gross iiieetuse 
which theilliberiil only expect, and none l)ut the base nnnded 
condescend to pay, my sentiments have alwajs done ji siuc 
to your generosity, and my intention sei u])iilou‘«l\ adheied 
to the dietates o( my duly, ronscious of this integrity of 
heart, T caiiiint hut severely feel your Indy’s unkind (I will 
not call It ungenerous) reeapitulation oi the favours 1 have 
received, and, as I take it lor granted, that jou knew and 
approved of her letter, I must beg leave to a>>sure jou. that, 
far Iron; being swayed hy menaces and reproach, I am deter- 
mined toenihrace the most ahjeet exircmitj of iortuiie, rather 
than submit to such a dishonourable eonipulsion W hen I 
am treated tn a more di'licate and respectful manner, 1 hope 
1 shall behave as becomes, 

‘ Sir, > our obliged “ P. Pick lk.” 

The commodore, w lio did not understand those 
nice distinctions of beha\ iour, and dreaded the con- 
sequence of I’eregrine's amour, against wlncli he 
was strangely prejiossessed, seemed exasperated at 
the insolence and obstinacy of his adopted son ; to 
whose e]iistle he wrote the following answer, wliich 
was transmitted hy the hands of Hatchway, who 
had orders to bring the delinquent along w ith him 
to the garrison. 

“I1k\rk yk, rniLn, — You need not bring your fine 
speeches to hear ujion me. You only expend your aniinu- 
nition to no pui pose. ^ our aunt told } on nothing hut truth ; 
lor If IS always tiiir and honest to he above hoaid, d’ve see, I 
am informed as Jiow > ou aie in elui'-e ol a jiamled galley, which 
will decoy jou upon tlie flats ol destruetion, uniess jou keep 
a hettei look out and a ‘•urei iiekoning than you liave hi- 
tlu rto done, and 1 have sent .lack IlatchvMvj to sie how the 
land lies, and v\ arn jou of your danger, 11 so he as jou will 
put about ship, and let luiu steer you into this luiilioui, jou 
shall meet witli a safe berth and friendly reception, hut if 
you refuse to alter jour course, jou cannot expect any lurtlier 
assistance from youis, as jou behave, 

“ IlAWSKIl 'raUNNlU.N,” 

Peregrine w as etpially piqued and disetuiecrted 
at the receipt of this letter, which was tpiite dif- 
ferent from what he had expected, and declared in 
a resvilute tone to the lieutenant, who brought it, 
that he might return as soon as he ph*;ised, for he 
was determined to consult his own inclinutioii, and 
remain for some time longer where he was. 

Hatchway endeavoured to persuaile him by all 
the arguments whieh his sagacity and friendship 
could supply, to show' a little more deference lor the 
old man, w ho was by this time rendered fretful and 
peevish by the gout, w hieh now' hindered him from 
enjoying himself as usual, and who might, in his 
passion, take some stej) very mnch to the detriment 
of the y oung gentleman, whom he had hitherto 
considered as his own son. Among other reinon- 
strances. Jack observed that iiiayhaps Peregrine 
had got under Emilia's hatches, and did not choose 
to set her adrift ; and if that was the ease, he him- 
self w ould take charge of the vessel, and see her 
cargo safely delivered; for he had a respect for the 
young woman, and his needle pointed towards ma- 
trimony ; and as, in all probability, she could not 
he much the worse for the wear, he would make 
shift to scud through life wdth lier under an easy sail. 

Our lover was deaf to all liis admonitions, and 
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having thanked him for this last instance of his 
complaisance, repeated his resolution of adhering 
to his first purpose. Hatchway having profited so 
little by mild exhortations, assumed a more per- 
emptory aspect, and plainly told him he neither 
could nor would go home without him ; so he had 
best make immediate preparation for the voyage. 

IVregrine made no other r<‘i)ly to this declara- 
tion than by a contemptuous smile, and rose from 
his seat in order to retire; uj)on which the lieiitc 
riant started up, and posting himself by the door, 
protested, with some menacing gestures, that he 
would not* suffer him to run aliead neither. The 
other, incensed at his presumption, in attempting 
to detain him by force, tripped uj) his wooden leg, 
and laid him on his back in a moment; then walked 
deliberately towards the park, in order to indulge 
his reflection, which at that time teemed with dis- 
agreeable thoughts. He had not jiroceeded tw'o 
hundred steps, when he heard something blow'ing 
and stamping behind iiim ; and, looking Wick, per- 
ceived the lieutenant at his heels, wdtli rage and 
indignation in his countenance. This exasperated 
seaman, impatiimt of the affront he had rec(*ived, 
and forgetting all the circumstances of their former 
intimacy, advanced with great eagerness to his old 
friend, saying, “ hook ye, brother, you’re a saucy 
boy, and if you w’as at sea, 1 would have your 
backside brought to the davit for your disobe- 
dience ; but as we are on shore, you and I must 
crack a jiistol at one another; here is a brace, you 
shall take which you jilease.” 

J*eregrine, upon recollection, was sorry for hav- 
ing been hud under the necessity of disobliging 
honest Jack, and very frankly asked his pardon 
for what he had done. Tint this condescension wa.s 
misinterpreted by the other, who refused any' other 
satisfaction but that which an ofii<*er ought to claim ; 
and, wdth some irrevi'rent expressions, asktnl if 
Perry was afraid ol‘ liis bacon. 'I'he youth, in- 
flamed at this unjust insinuation, darted a fei 
look at the challenger, told him lieliad paid but too 
much regard to his infirmities, and bid him Avalk 
forw ard to the park, where he w ould soon eonvinee 
him of his error, if he thought his concession pro- 
ceeded from fear. 

About this time, they W(*re ovei-taken by I’ipes, 
who having heard the lieutenant’s fall, and seen 
him pocket his pistols, susjieeted that there was a 
(juarrel in the case, and followed him with a view 
of jirotecting his master. I’eregrine seeing him 
arrive, and guessing his intention, assumed an air 
of serenity, and pretending that he had left his 
handktTchief at the inn, ordered his man to go 
thither and fetch it to him in the jiark, where he 
would find them at his return. 'I'liis command was 
twi(‘e repeated before Tom would take any other 
notice of the message, excejit by shaking his head; 
but being urged with many threats and curses to 
obedience, he gave them to understand that he 
knew their drift too w'cll to trust them by them- 
selves. “ As for you, TJeutenant Hatchway,” said 
he, 1 have been your shipmate, and know you 
to be a sailor, that’s enough ; and as for master, J 
know him to be as good a man as ever stepped be- 
twixt stem and stern, whereby, if you liave any 
thing to say to him, I am your man, as the saying 
is. Here's my sapling, and T don’t value your 
crackers of a rope’s end.” This oration, the longest 
tliat ever Pipes was known to make, he concluded 
with a flourish of Ids cudgel, and enforced with 


such determined refusals to leave them, that they 
found it impossible to bring the cause to mortal 
arbitrement at that time, and strolled about the 
park in profound silence; during which. Hatch- 
way’s indignation subsiding, lie all of a sudden 
thrust out his hand as an advance to reconciliation, 
which being cordially shaken by IVregrine, a ge- 
neral pacification ensued ; and was followed by a 
consultation about the means of extricating the 
youth from his present perplexity. Had his dis- 
I position been like that of most other young men, 

‘ It would liave bi‘en no difiieult task to overcome 
liis ditficulties ; hut such was the obstinacy of his 
jiridc, that he deemed himself bound in honour to 
j resent the letters lie had received ; and, instead of 
submitting to the iileasure of the commodore, ex- 
pected an acknowledgment from him, without 
which li(‘ would listen to no terms of accommoda- 
tion. “ Had I been his own son,” said he, “ 1 sliouhl 
hav(‘ bore his reproof, and sued for torgiveness; 
hut knowing myself to he on the fooling of an 
orplian, who depends entirely u])on his beiievoJeuee, 
1 am jealous of every thing that can he eoiislrued 
into disrespect, and insist ujiou being treated with 
the most punctual regard. 1 shall now' make aj)- 
pheation to my'^ father, w ho is oliliged to jirovide for 
me by the ties of iiatiin*, as well as the laws of th(‘ 
land ; and if he shall refuse to do me justice, J can 
ne\erwaiit eiiijiloy iiient wdiile men are I’cipiired for 
his majesty’s sm’Mce. 

I'lie lieutenant, alarmed at this iiitimatioTi, begged 
he would take no new' stc]) until h(‘ should hear 
from him ; and that very evimiiig set out for the 
garrison, wlimv he ga\e Trininion an aeeoniit id' 
the miscarriage of his negotiation, told him how 
highly IVri'grine was ofiended at the letter, 
communicated tin* young gi'idleman’s sentiments 
and resolution, and, finally , assured him, that unless 
he should think proper to ask pardon for the oftenee 
he had committed, he woidd, in all ajipeaniiiee, 
nev(‘r more behold the face of his godson. 

Till* old eomniodore was utterly eorilbunded at 
this piece of iiitvlligtujco ; he had expected all the 
humility of obedience and contrition from the 
young man ; and, instead of that, received nothing 
but the most indignant opposition, and even found 
himself in the circumstances of an olfender, obliged 
to make atonement, or forfeit all eonvspondenee 
with liis favourite. Tliese insolent conditions at 
first threw' him into an agony of wrath, and he 
vented execrations w ith such rapidity, that he left 
himself no time to breathe, and had almost been 
suflbealcd with iiis eholer. He inveighed bitterly 
against the ingratitude of JVregrine, whom he 
mentioned with many opprobrious epithets, and 
swore that he ought to lie keel -hauled for liis pre- 
sumption; but when lie began to reflect more 
eooliy njion the spirit of the young genllenian, 
whieli had already manifested itself on many occa- 
sions, and listened to the suggestions of Hatchway, 
whom he liad always considered as an oracle in 
his way, his resentment abated, and be determined 
to take IVrry into favour again ; this ])laeability 
being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative of 
our hero’s intrepid behaviour at the assembly, as 
well as in the contest with him in the park. But 
still this plaguey amour occurred like a bugbear to 
his imagination; for he held it as an infallible 
maxim, that woman was an eternal source of misery 
toman. Indeed, this apothegm he seldom repeated 
since his marriage, except in the company of a 
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very few intimates, to whose secresy and discretion 
he could trust. Finding Jack himself at a noni>lus 
in the affair of Emilia, he consulted Mrs. Trunnion, 
who was equally surprised and offended, wlien she 
understood that her letter did not produce ilie de- 
sired effect ; and, after having imputed the youths 
obstinacy to his uncle’s unseasonable indulgence, 
had recourse to the advice of the ])arson, who, still 
with an eye to his friend’s advantage, counselled 
them to send' the young gentleman on his travels, 
in the course of which he w'ould, in all j)robabiiity, 
forget the amusements of his greener years. The 
proposal was judicious, and immediately a})proved, 
wluui Trunnion going into his closet, after divers 
efforts, ])rodueed the following billet, with which 
Jack de])arted for Windsor that same aftmaioon. 

“ ^^v (joon JjAI),— J f I {javf ofTc'nf’c in my hist letter, I'm 
sorry tor’t, d’ye see, 1 thonpht it was tiie lik idlest way to 
brm^* joii ui). but, m turn* to eonu-, you shall have a larfier 
sw'insot ('at)le. When yon can spaic tune, 1 shall lie r I ad. 
if you will make ,i short trip ana see your aunt, and linn 
who IS 

“ Your loving godfather and humble servant, 

“ Haws bit Trukniox. 

“ P. S. If you want money, you may draw upon me pay- 
able at bight.” 

CllAPTEli XXVT. 

He becomes melancholy and despondent — Is favoured with 
a foiide>(’eudmg hettei from his Uncle— Tieconeiles him- 
self to his (joveriior, and sets out with Eiiiiha and her 
friend loi Mrs. Gauii tier’s House. 

Pr.RKC.TiTNE, fortified as he was with pride and in- j 
dignatiou, did not fail to feel the smarting sugges- 
tions of his jireseut situation ; after having lived so 
long in an affluent and imperious maimer, he could 
ill lirook the thoughts of submitting to the mor- 
tifying exigencies of life. All the gaudy schemes 
of poraj) and pleasure, which his luxuriant ima- 
giiKituni liad formed, began to dissolve, a train 
of Tuelanelioly ideas took jKissession of his thoughts, 
and the jirosjiecl of losing Emilia v\as not the least 
part of his alHietion. Though he endeavoured to 
suppress the chagrin that preyed upon his heart, 
fie could not eoiieeal tfie disturbance of his 
mind from the penetration of that amiable \oung 
lady, who syiiijiatlii/ed with him in her heart, 
tliough .she could not give her tongue the liberty 
of asking the cause of his disorder; for, not- j 
wjtlistandmg all the ardour of his addresses, he | 
never could ofitaiii from her the declaration of a 
mutual flame; because, though he luid hitherto 
treated her with the utmost reverence and respect, 
he had never once mentioned tin* final aim of his 
passion. However honourahlc she siqiposed it to 
be, she had discernment enough to foresee, that 
vanity or interest, cooperating w'ith the levity of 
youth, noght one day deprive her of her lover, and 
she was too j’rond to give him any handle of exult- 
ing at her expense. Although lie was received by 
her with the most distinguished civility, and even 
an intimacy of friendship, all his solicitations could 
never extort from her an acknowledgment of love ; 
on the contrary, lieing of a gay disposition, she 
sometimes coquetted with other admirers, that his 
attention thus wfietted might never abate, and that 
he might see she had other resources, in case he 
should flag in his affection. 

This being the prudential plan on wfiieh she 
acted, it cannot be supposed that she would con- 
descend to inquire into the state of his thoughts, 
when she saw him thus afTeeted ; but she, never- 


I flieless, imposed that task on her cousin and con- 
j fidant, who, as they walked togetlier in the jiark, 
observed that he seemed to be out of humour. 
When tliis is tlie ease, such a question generally 
increa.ses tin* disease; at least, it had that effect 
upon Peregrine, wlio replied, somew^hat peevislily, 
“I assure*} oil, madam, you never was more mis- 
taken in youroh.servaiioiis.” “ T tliiiik so too,” said 
Emilia, “for 1 never saw IMr.TMekle in liigfierspirits.” 
— This ironical encomium completed his corifu.sion; 
he affected to smile, hut it was a smile of anguish, and 
in his heart he cursed the vivacity of both. JI 
could not for liis soul recollect himself so as to utte* 
one eonneeted sentenee ; and the suspicion that 
they observed every circumstance of liis behaviour, 
threw such a damp on his spirits, that he was ipiite 
overwhelmed with shame and resentment, wlieii 
Sopliy, casting her eyes towards the gate, said, 
“ ^'onder is your servant, TVlr. Pickle, with another 
man vv ho .seems to have a wooden leg.” Peregrine 
started at this intelligence, and immediately uiider- 
•weiit sundry changes of complexion, knowing that 
liis fate ill a great measure depended upon tlie in- 
formation he would receive from his friend. 

Hatchway advancing to the company, after a 
brace of sea bows to the ladies, took the }0uth 
aside, and put the commodore’s letter into his 
hand, which threw' him into such an agitation, that 
he could scarce pronounce “ Ladies, will you give 
me leave?” When, in eonsoquenee of tlieir })er- 
mission, he attempted to open the billet, he fumbled 
W'ith sueli manifest disorder, tliat his mistress, w'ho 
watched his motions, Ix'gan to think there was 
sometliing veiy iuteiestiiig iii the message; and so 
much w'as she affected with his eoneeru, that she 
was fain to turn her head another W'ay, and wipe 
the tears from her lovely eves. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine no sooner read the first 
sentence, than his etiuntenaiice, which before wtis 
overcast with a deep gloom, began to be lighted 
ip, and eveiy feature unbending by degrees, be 
recovered liis serenitv. Having perused the letter, 
bis eyes sparkling with joj and gratitude, he hug- 
ged the lieutenant in his arms, and presented liim 
to Hie ladies us one of liis best friends. Jack met 
with a most gracious ri’ceiition, and shook Kinilia 
)y the bund, telling her, with the familiar appella- 
tion ot' old aniuutn/arirt’, that he did imt care how 
soon he was master of such another clean- going 
frigate as herself. 

The w hole company partook of this favourable 
change that (‘vidently appeared in t)ur lover's re- 
eolleetion, and enlivened his conversation with 
sucli an uncommon tlow of sprightliness and good 
humour, as evi‘n made an impression on tlie iron 
couiitenauee of Pipes himself, v\ho actually smiled 
with satisfaction as he walked behind them. 

The evening being pndty far advanced, they 
directed their course liomeward; and, wlnle the 
valet attended Hatehwav to the inn, IVregnne 
escorted the ladies to their lodgings, Avhi'n* he ow ned 
the justness of Sophy’s remark, in saying he was 
out of humour, and told them he had been ex- 
tremely chagrined at a dift’ereiiet which had hap- 
pened between him and his uncle, to whom, by tlie 
letter which they had seen him receive, he now 
found liimsclf happily reconciled. 

Having received their congratulations, and de- 
clined staying to sup with them, on account of the 
longing desire he had to converse w ith his friend 
Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to the inn, 
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where Hatchway infomed him of every thing that 
had happened in the garrison upon his representa- 
tions. Far frc'm being disgusted, he was perfectly 
well pleased with the prospect of going abroad, 
which flattered his vanity and ambition, gratified 
his thirst after knowledge, andindiilged that turn for 
observation, for which he had been remarkable 
from his most tender years. Neither did he believe 
a short absence would tend to the prejudice of his 
love, but, on the contrary, enhance the value of his 
heart, because he should return better accomplished, 
and consequently a more welcome oflering to his 
mistress. Elevated with these sentiments, his heart 
dilated wuth joy, and the sluices of his natural be- 
nevolence being opened by this hap])y turn of his 
affairs, he sent his compliments to Mr. Jolter, to 
whom he had not spoken during a whole week, 
and desired he would favour Mr. Hatchway and 
him with his company at supper. 

'riie governor was not weak enough to decline 
this invitation ; in consequence of which he forth- 
with appeared, and was cordially w’elcomedby the 
relenting pupil, who expressed his sorrow for the 
misunderstanding which had prevailed betw'cen 
them, and assured him, that, for the future, he 
would avoid giving him any just cause of com- 
plaint. Jolter, who did not w'ant affection, was 
melted by this acknowledgment, which be could not 
have expected, and earnestly protested, that his 
chief study had always been, and ever should be, 
to promote ]\Ir, Vickie’s interest and happiness. 

The best part of the night being spent in the 
circulation of a cheerful glass, the company broke 
up; and next morning I’eregrine went out with a 
view of making his mistress acquainted with his 
uncle’s intention of sending him out of the kingdom 
for his iirqirovement, and of saying everything 
which he tliouglit necessary for the interest of his 
love. He found hc'r at breakfast with her cousin ; 
and, as he was very full of the subject of his visit, 
had scarce fixed himself in his seat, when he brought 
it upon the carpet, by asking with a smile, if the 
ladies had any commands for Vuris? Emilia, at 
this quest.on began to stare, and her confidant de- 
.sired to know who wnis going thither? He no 
sooner gave them to understand that he himself 
intended in a short time to visit that capital, than 
his mistress, Avith great precipitation, wished him a 
good journey, and aft'eeted to talk wdtli indifference 
about the pleasures he Avould enjoy in France. 
Rut when he seriously assured Sophy, w^ho asked 
if he was in earnest, that his uncle actually insisted 
upon his making a short tour, the tears gushed in 
poor Emilia’s eyes, and she was at great pains to 
conceal her concern, by observing that the tea was 
so scalding hot, as to make her eyes water. This 
pretext was too thin to impose upon her lover, or 
even deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, 
who, after breakfast, took an opportunity of (juit- 
ting the room. 

Thus left by themselves. Peregrine imparted to 
her what he had learned of the commodore's inten- 
tion, without, however, mentioning a syllabic of his 
being offended at their correspondence, and accom- 
panied his information with such fervent vows of 
eternal constancy and solemn promises of a speedy 
return, that Emilia’s heart, which had been invaded 
by a suspicion that this scheme of travelling was 
the effect of her lover’s inconstancy, began to be 
more at ease ; and she could not help signifying 
her approbation of his design. 


This affair being amicably compromised, he 
asked how soon she projiosed to set out for her 
mother’s house ; and understanding that her de- ^ 
parture was fixed for next day but one, and that 
her cousin Sophy intended to accompany her in 
her father’s chariot, lie repeated his intention of 
attending her. In the mean time he dismissed his 
governor and the lieutenant to the garrison, with 
his compliments to his aunt and the commodore, 
and a faithful promise of his being with them in 
six days at farthest. 

These previous measures being taken, he, attended 
by Pipes, set out w'ith the ladies ; and they had 
also a convoy for twelve miles from Sophy’s father, 
who at parting recommended them piously to the 
care of Peregrine, with whom, by this tune, he 
was perfectly well acquainted. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

They meet with a dreadful alarm on tlie Road — Arrive at 

their Jouriicy’8 End— Peregrine is introduced to Emily’s 

Rrother— These two young Gentlemen misundei stand each 
other— Pickle departs for the Garrison, 

As they trav(‘lled at an easy rate, they had per- 
formed something more than one lialf of their 
journey, w hen they were benighted near an inn. 
at which they resolved to lodge. The accommoda- 
tion w^as very good ; they supped together with 
great mirth and enjoyment, and it was not till alter 
he had boon w'ara'ed by the yawns of the ladies, 
tliat he conducted them to tlnir a])artment; Avliere 
w'isliing them good night, he retired to liis own, 
and went to rest. 

The house was crow'ded wdth country people who 
had been at a neighbouring fair, and now regaled 
themselves willi ale and tobacco in the }ard; so 
that their consideration, which at any time was but 
slender, being now overwhelmed by this debauch, 
they staggered into their resjieetive kennels, and 
left a lighted candle sticking to one of the wo<^eii 
pillars that siqiported the gallery. — The flame in a 
little time laid hold on the wood, which w'us as dry 
as tinder, and the wholii gallery was on fire, when 
I’eregrine suddenly aw'aked, and found himself 
almost suffocated. He sprung up in an instant, 
slipped on his breeches, and throwing open the 
door of his ehaiuber. saw the whole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of his soul, 
when be beheld the volumes of ilaine and smoke 
rolling towards the room Avhere his dear Emilia lay ! 
Jvegardless of his own danger, he darted himself 
through the thickest of the gloom, when knocking 
hard, and calling at the same time to the ladies, 
w'itli the most anxious mtreaty to he admitted, the 
door was opened by Emilia in her shift, who asked, 
with the utmost trepidation, what was the matter ? 
He made no reply, hut snatching her uj) in Ids 
arm.s, like another JICneas, bore her through the 
flames to a place of safety; where, leaving her 
before she could recollect herself, or pronounce one 
word, but “ Alas I my cousin Sophy !” he flew back 
to the rescue of that young lady, and found her 
already delivered by Pijies, who, having been 
alarmed by the smell of fire, had got up, rushed 
immediately to the chamhiu- where he knew these 
companions lodged, and ( Emily being saved by her 
lover) brought off Miss Sophy with the loss of his 
own shiick head of hair, which was singed off in 
his retreat. 

By this time the whole inn was alarmed ; everv 
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' as well as servant, exerted himself in order 
the progress of this calamity; and there 
• , well replenished horse-pond in the yard, in 
' m an hour the fire was totally extinguished, 
„ having done any other damage than that of 
- lixg about two yards of the wooden gallery, 
this time our young gentleman closely at- 
•ci hijs fair charge, eacYi of whom had swooned 
. apprehension ; but as their constitutions were 
jd, and their spirits not easily dissipated, when 
pon refiection they found themselves and their 
company safe, and that the flames were happily 
quenched, the tumult of their fears subsided, they 
put on their clothes, recovered their good humour, 
and began to rally each other on the trim in which 
they had been secured. Sophy observed, that now 
Mr. Pickle had an indisputable claim to her cousin’s 
alFectioa ; and therefore she ought to lay aside all 
affected reserve for the future, and frankly avow 
the sentiments of her heart. Emily retorted the 
argument, ]mtting her in mind, that, by the same 
claim, Mr. Pipes was entitled to the like return 
from her. Her friend admitted the force of the 
conclusion, provided she could not find means of 
satisfying her deliverer in another shape ; and 
.urning to the valet, who happened to be present, 
asked, if his heart was not otherwise engaged? 
Tom, who did not conceive the meaning of the 
question, stood silent according to custom ; and the 
interrogation being repeated, answered, with a 
^rin, “ Heart-whole as a biscuit, Pll assure you, 
nistress.” “ Wliat ?” said Emilia, “ have you never 
3een in love, Thomas?” “ Yes, forsooth,” replied 
fie valet without hesitation, “ sometimes of a 
norning.” Peregrine could not help laughing, and 
lis mistress looked a little disconcerted at this blunt 
•epartee; while Sophy slipping a purse into his 
land, told him there was something to purchase a 
periwig. Tom, having consulted his master’s eyes, 
*efiLsed the present, saying, “ No, thank ye as much 
IS if I did.” Ami though she insisted upon his 
mtting it in his pocket, as a small testimony of her 
aptitude, he could not be prevailed upon to avail 
limself of her generosity ; but, following her to the 
)ther end of the room, thrust it into her sleeve 
ivithout ceremony, exclaiming, “ I’ll be d — d to 
lell if I do.” Peregrine having checked him for 
lis boorish behaviour, sent him out of the room, 
md begged that Miss Sophy would not endeavour 
,0 debauch the morals of his servant, who, rough 
md uncultivated as lie was, had sense cnougli to 
x^rceive that he had no pretension to any such 
icknoM'ledgment. But she argued with great ve- 
lemence, that she should never be able to make an 
icknowledgment ade<piate to the service he had done 
iior, and that she should never be perfectly easy in 
tier own mind, until she found some opportunity of 
manifesting the sense she had of the tibligation ; 

‘ I do not pretend,” said she, “ to reward Mr. Pipes ; 
i>ut 1 shall be absolutely unhappy, unless 1 am 
illowed to give him some token of my regard.” 

Peregrine, thus earnestly solicited, desired that, 
iince she was bent upon displaying her generosity, 
she would not bestow upon him any pecuniary 
gratification, but honour him with some trinket, as 
I mark of consideration ; because he himself had 
inch a jiarticular value for the fellow, on account 
his attachment and fidelity, that he should be 
iorry to see liiin treated on the footing of a common 
mercenary domestic. 

There was not one jewel in the possession of this 


grateful young lady, that she would not have 
gladly given as a recompense, or badge of dis- 
tinction to her rescuer ; but his master pitched 
upon a seal ring of no great value, that hung at her 
watch, and Ifipes being called in, had permission to 
accept that testimony of Miss Sophy’s favour. Tom 
received it accordingly with sundry scraj^es, and, 
having kissed it with great devotion, put it on his 
little finger, and strutted off, extremely proud of 
his acquisition. 

Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness of 
aspect, told her lover, that he had instructed her how 
to behave towards him ; and, taking a diamond 
ring from her finger, desired he would wear it for 
her sake. He received the pledge as became him, 
and presented another in exchange, which she at 
first refused, alleging, that it would destroy the 
intent of her acknowledgment ; but Peregrine 
assured* her, he had accepted her jewel, not as a 
proof of her gratitude, but as the mark of her love ; 
and that, if she refused a mutual token, he should 
look upon himself as the object of her disdaiu. 
Her eyes kindled, and her checks glowed with 
resentment, at this impudent intimation, which she 
considered as an unseasonable insult; and the 
young gentleman perceiving her emotion, stood 
corrected for his temerity, and asked pardon for the 
liberty of his remonstrance, which he hoped she 
would ascribe to the prevalence of that principle 
alone which he had always taken pride in avowing. 

Sophy, seeing hkn disconcerted, interposed in his 
behalf, and chid her cousin for having practised 
such unnecessary affectation j upon which Emilia, 
softened into compliance, held out her finger as a 
signal of her condescension. Peregrine put on the 
ring with great eagerness, mumbled her soft white 
hand in an ecstasy which would not allow' him to 
confine his embraces to that limb, but urged him to 
seize her by the waist, and snatch a delicious kiss 
from her love-pouting lips ; nor would he leave her 
a butt to the ridicule of Sophy, on whose mouth he 
instantly committed a rape of the same nature ; so 
that the two friends, countenanced by each other, 
reprehended him with such gentleness of rebuke, 
that he was almost tempted to repeat the offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, and the 
servants of the inn on foot, he ordered some choco- 
late for breakfast, and, at the desire of the ladies, 
sent Pipes to see the liorses fed, and the chariot 
prepared, while he went to the bar, and discharged 
the bill. 

These measures being taken, they set out about 
five o’clock, and having refreshed themselves and 
their cattle at another inn on the road, proceeded 
in the afternoon. Without meeting with any other 
accident, they safely arrived at the place of their 
destination, where Mrs. (launtlet expressed her joy 
at seeing her old friend Mr. Pickle, whom, however, 
she kindly reproached for the long discontinuance 
of his regard. Without explaining the cause of 
that interruption, he protested, that his love and 
esteem had never been discontinued, and that, for 
the future, he should omit no occasion of testifying 
how much lie had her friendship at heart. She 
then made him acquainted with her son, who at 
that time was in the house, being excused from his 
duty by furlough. 

This young man, whose name was Godfrey, was 
about the age of twenty, of a middling size, vigor- 
ous make, remarkably well shaped, and the scars of 
the small pox, of which he bore a good numbt#, 
V 
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added a peculiar manliness to the air of his coun- 
tenance. His capacity was good, and his disposition 
naturally frank and easy ; hut he had been a soldier 
from his infancy, and his education was altogether 
in the military style. He looked upon taste and 
letters as mere pedantry, beneath the consideration 
of a gentleman ; and every civil station of life as 
mean, when compared with the profession of arms. 
He had made great progress in the gymnastic 
sciences of dancing, fencing, and riding, played 
perfectly well on the German flute, and, above all 
things, valued himself upon a scrupulous observ- 
ance of all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he considered themselves 
upon equal footing, in all probability they would 
have immediately entered into a league of intimacy 
and friendship. Rut this sufficient soldier looked 
upon his sister’s admirer as a young student, raw 
from the university, and utterly ignorant of man- 
kind ; while Squire Pickle beheld Godfrey in 
the light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior 
to himself in fortune, as well as every other ac- 
complishment. This mutual misunderstanding could 
not fail of producing animosities. The very next 
day after Peregrine’s arrival, some sharp repar- 
tees passed between them in presence of the 
ladies, before whom each endeavoured to assert his 
own superiority. In these contests our hero never 
failed of obtaining the victory, because his genius 
was more acute, and his talents better eultivated 
than those of his antagonist, who therefore took 
umbrage at his success, became jealous of his repu- 
tation, and began to treat him with marks of scorn 
and disrespect. 

His sister saw, and dreading the consequence of 
his ferocity, not only took him to task in private 
for his impolite behaviour, but also intreated her 
lover to make allowances for the roughness of her 
brother’s education. He kindly assured her, that, 
whatever pains it might cost him to vanquish his 
own impetuous temper, he would for her sake en- 
dure all the mortifications to which her brother’s 
arrogance might expose him ; and, after having 
stayed with her two days, and enjoyed several 
private interviews, during wdiich he acted the part 
of a most ])assionate lover, he took his leave of 
Mrs. Gauntlet over night, and told the young ladies 
he would call early next morning to bid them fare- 
well. He did not neglect this jiieee of duty, and 
found the two friends and breakfast already pre- 
pared in the parlour. All threi* being extremely 
affected w’ith the thoughts of parting, a most pathetic 
silence for some time prevailed, till Peregrine put 
an end to it, by lamenting his fate, in being obliged 
to exile himself so long from the dear object of his 
most interesting wish. He begged, w ith the most 
earnest supplications, that she w ould now, in con- 
sideration of the cruel absence he must sulfer, give 
him the consolation which she had hitherto refused, 
namely, that of knowing he possessed a place within 
her heart. The confidant seconded his request, 
representing, that it was now no time to disguise 
her sentiments, when her lover was about to leave 
the kingdom, and might be in danger of contracting 
other connexions, unless he was confirmed in his 
constancy, by knowing how far he could depend 
upon her love ; and, in short, she was plied with 
such irresistible importunities, that she answered, 
in the utmost confusion, “ Though 1 have avoided 
literal acknowledgments, methinks tlie circum- 
stances of my behaviour might have convinced 


Mr. Pickle, that I do not regard him as a co . 
acquaintance.” “My charming Emily !” cr * 
impatient lover, throwing himself at her feet • 
will you deal out my haiipiness in such scan 
tions ? Why will you thus mince the decl 
which would overwhelm me with pleasur 
cheer my lonely reflection, while I sigh am 
solitude of separation ?” Ilis fair mistress, n 
by this image, replied, wdth the tears gushing i 
her eyes, “ I’m afraid 1 shall feel that separatu 
more severely than you imagine.” Transported at 
this flattering confession, he pressed her to his 
breast, and, while her head reclined upon his neck, 
mingled his tears with hers in great abundance, 
breathing the most tender vows of eternal fidelity. 
The gentle heart of Sojihy could not bear this scene 
unmoved ; she wept with sympathy, and encouraged 
the lovers to resign themselves to the will of fate, 
and su}>port their spirits with the hope of meeting 
a^in on happier terms. Einally, after mutual jiro- 
mises, exhortations, and endearments, I’eregrinc 
took his leave, his heart being so full, that he could 
scarce pronouuce the word Adieu ! and, mounting 
his horse at the door, set out wifn I’lpes for the 
garrison. 

CHAPTER XXVIIT. 

Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Gauntlet, with whom he fights 
a Duel, find contracts an inlirnato Friendship — lie arrives 
at the Garrison, and finds his Mother as implacable as 
ever — He is insulted by his Brother Gam, vi hose Preceptor 
he disciplines with a llorsc-whip. 

In order to expel the melancholy images that took 
possession of his fancy, at parting from his mistress, 
he called in the flattering ideas of those pleasures he 
expected to enjoy in Prance ; and, before he had rode 
ten miles, his imagination was effectually amused. 

AVhile be thus prosecuted his travels by anticipa- 
tion, and indulged himself in all the insolence of 
hope, at the turning of a lane he was all of a sudden 
overtaken hy Emilia’s brother on horseback, who 
told him he was riding the same way, and should 
be glad of his company. 

This young gentleman, w hether pronqited by per- 
sonal pique, or actuated with zeal for the honour of 
his family, had followed our hero, with a view of 
obliging him to explain the nature of his attaelimeut 
to his sister. Peregrine returned his compliment 
with such disdainful civility, as gave him room to 
believe that he susjiected his errand ; and thenfore, 
without further preamble, he declared his business 
in these words : “ Mr. Pickle, you have carried on 
a correspondence with my sister for sotne time, and 
I should he glad to know the nature of it.” To 
this question our lover rejilied, “ Sir, 1 should he 
glad to know what title you have to demand that 
satisfaction.” “ Sir,” answered the other, “ I de- 
mand it in the capacity of a brother, jealous of his 
own honour, as well as of his sister’s reimtation ; 
and, if your intentions are lionourable, you will not 
refuse it.” “Sir,” said Peregrine, “1 am not at 
present disposed to appeal to your opinion for the 
rectitude of my intentions ; and 1 think you assume 
a little too much importance, in pretending to judge 
my conduct.” “ Sir,” replied the soldier, “ J pretend 
to judge the conduct of every man who interferes 
with my concerns, and even to chastise him, if I 
think he acts amiss.” “ Chastise 1” cried the youth, 
with indignation in his looks, “ sure you dare not 
apply that term to me !” “You are mistaken,” said 
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Godfrey ; “ I dare do any thing that becomes the 
character of a gentleman.*’ “ Gentleman, God wot !” 
replied the other, looking contemptuously at his 
equipage, which was none of the most suiicrb ; “ a 
very pretty gentleman, truly !” The soldier’s wrath 
was inflamed by this ironical repetition, the con- 
tempt of whiclj his conscious poverty made him 
feel ; and he called his antagonist Presumptuous 
Poy 1 Insolent Upstart 1 with other epithets, which 
Perry retorted with great bitterness. A formal chal- 
lenge having passed betwen them, they alighted at 
the first inn, and walked into the next field, in order 
to decide their quarrel by the sword. Having 
pitched upon the spot, lielpedto pull off eacli other’s 
boots, and laid aside their coats and waistcoats, 
]Vlr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that he himself was 
looked upon in the army as an expert sworasman ; 
and that, if Mr. Pickle had not made that science 
his particular study, they should be upon a more 
c<pud footing in using pistols, Ik'regrinc was too 
much incensed to thank him for his plain dealing, 
and too confident of his own skill, to relish the 
other’s proposal, whicli he accordingly rejected, 
’riien, drawing his sworil, he observed, that, were 
he to treat Mr. Gauntlet according to his deserts, 
he Avould order his man to luinish his audacity wdth 
a horse- whip. Exasperated at this expression, which 
he considered as an indelible affront, he made no 
re])ly, but attacki‘d his adversary with equal ferocity 
and address. I’he youth parried his first and second 
thrust, but received the third in the outside of his 
sword arm. 'I’hough the wound was superficial, he 
was transported with rage at the siglit of his own 
blood, and returned the assault with such fury and 
precipitation, that Gauntlet, loth to take advantage 
of his unguarded heat, stood upon the defensive. 
In the second longe, Peregrine’s wca])()n entering 
a kind of net "work in the shell of Godfrey’s sword, 
the blade snapped in two, and left him at the mercy 
of the soldier, who, fur from making an insolent 
use of the victory he luid gained, put up his Toledo 
with great deliberation, like a man w ho had been 
used to tliat kind of reiieountei’s, and observed, 
that such a blade as P<*regrine’s w'as not to be trusted 
with a mail’s life. Then, advising the owner to 
treat a genllemaii in distress with more respect for 
the future, he slipped on his hoots, and, with sullen 
dignity of demeaiiour, stalked hack to the inn. 

Though Pickle was extremely niortifii'd at his 
miscarriage in this adventure, he was also struck 
with the behaviour of his antagonist, which af- 
fected him the more, as he understood that Godfrey’s 
fivrle had jiroeeeded from the jealous sensibility of 
a gentleman declined into the vale of misfortune. 
Gauntlet’s valour and moderation induced him to 
])ut a favourable construction on all those circum- 
stances of tliat young soldier’s conduct, which had 
before givmi him disgust. Though, in any other 
ease, he would have industriously avoided the least 
appearance of submission, he follow^ed his conqueror 
to the inn, with a view of thanking him for his ge- 
nerous forbearance, and of soliciting his friendship 
and eorresiiondence. 

Godfrey had his foot in the stirrup, to mount, 
when Peregrine coming up to liim, desired he would 
differ his dejiarture for a quarter of an hour, and 
liivour him with a little private conversation. The 
soldier, wlio mistook the meaning of the request, 
immediately ipiitted his horse, and followed Pickle 
into a chamber, where he expected to find a brace 
of pistols loaded on the table ; but he was very 


agreeably deceived, when our hero, in the most re- 
spectful terms, acknowledged his noble deportment 
in tbe field, owned, that till then he had misunder- 
stood his character, and begged that he would 
honour him with his intimacy and correspondence. 

Gauntlet, who had seen undoubted proofs of 
Peregrine’s courage, w'hich had considerably raised 
him in his esteem, and had sense enough to per- 
ceive that this concession was not owing to any 
sordid or sinister motive, embraced his offer with 
demonstrations of infinite satisfaction. When he 
understood the terms on which Mr. Pickle was 
with his sister, he proffered his service in his turn, 
either as agent, mediator, or confidant. Nay, to 
give his new friend a convincing proof of his sin- 
cerity, he disclosed to him a passion which he had 
for some time entertained for his cousin Miss 
Sophy, though he durst not reveal his sentiments 
to her father, lest lie should be offended at bis pre- 
sumption, and withdraw his protection from tlie 
family. 

Peregrine’s generous heart was wrung with an- 
guish, when he understood that this young gentle- 
man, wdio was the only son of a distinguished 
officer, had carried arms for the space of five years, 
without being able to retain a subaltern’s com- 
mission, tliough li(‘ had always behaved with re- 
markable regularity and spirit, and acquired the 
friendship and esteem of all the officers under 
whom he Inul si‘rved. 

He would, at that time, with the utmost pleasure, 
have shared his finances with him ; but, as he 
would not run the risk of offending the young 
soldier's delicacy of honour, by a premature exer- 
tion of his liberality, he resolved to insinuate him- 
self into an intimacy with him, before he would 
venture to take such freedoms ; and, with that view, 
pressed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany him to the 
garrison, whore he did not doubt of having in- 
fluence enough to make him a welcome guc.st. 
Godfrey thanked him very courteously for his in- 
vitation, which he said he could not immediately 
accept; but promised, if he w^ould favour him with 
a letter, and fix the time at w hich he proposed to 
set out for F ranee, he w ould endeavour to \ isit him 
at the commodore's huhitation, and from thence 
give him a convoy to Dover. This new treaty 
being settled, and a dossil of lint, w itli a snip of 
plaster, applied to our adventurer’s wound, he parted 
from the brother of his dear Emilia, to whom, and 
his friend tSophy, he sent liis kindest wishes ; and, 
having lodgi‘d one night upon the road, arri\ed 
next day in the afternoon at the garrison, where 
he found all his friends in good health, and over- 
joyed at his return. 

Tlic commodore, w’ho was by this time turned of 
seventy, and altogether crippled by the gout, seldom 
went abroad ; and, as his conversation w as not very 
entertaining, had but little company within doors ; 
so that his spirits must have quite stagnated, had 
they not been kept in motion by the conversation 
of Hatchway, and received, at different times, a 
wholesome fillij) from the discipline of his spouse, 
who, by the force of pride, religion, and Cogniac, 
liad erected a most terrible tyranny in the house. 
There was such a quick circulation of domestics in 
the family, that every suit of livery had been worn 
by figures of all dimensions. Trunnion himself had, 
long before this time, yielded to the torrent of her 
arbitrary sway, though not without divers obstinate 
efforts to maintain his liberty ; and now that be 
P 2 
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was disabled by his infirmities, when he used to i 
hear his empress singing the loud Orthyan song ! 
among the servants below, he would often, in 
whispers, communicate to the lieutenant hints of 
what he would do, if so be as how he was not de- 
prived of the use of his precious limbs. Ilatchw'ay 
was the only person whom tlie temper of Mrs. 
Trunnion respected, either because she dreaded his 
ridicule, or looked ui)on his person with eyes of 
affection. This being the situation of things in the 
garrison, it is not to be doubted that the old gentle- 
man highly enjoyed the presence of J*eregrine, 
who found means to ingratiate himself so effectually 
with his aunt, that, while he remained at home, she 
seemed to have exchanged the disposition of a 
tigress, for that of a gentle kid. Hut he found his 
own mother as implacable, and his father as much 
hen-pecked as ever. 

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed the con- 
versation of his old friend the commodore, had 
some time ago entered into an amicable society, 
consisting of the barber, apothecary, attorney, and 
exciseman of the parish, among whom he used to 
spend the evening at Tunley’s, and listen to their 
disputes upon philosophy and politics with great 
comfort and edification, while his sovereign lady 
domineered at home as usual, visited with great 
pomp in the neigbourhood, and employed her chief 
care in the education of her darling son Gam, who 
was now in the fifteenth year of his age, and so re- 
markable for his perverse disposition, that, in si)ite 
of his mother’s influence and authority, he was not 
only hated, but also despised, both at home and 
abroad. She had put him under the tuition of 
the curate, who lived in the family, and was obliged 
to attend him in all his exercises and excursions. 
This governor was a low bred fellow, who had 
neither experience nor ingenuity, but possessed a 
large fund of adulation and servile complaisance, 
by which he had gained the good graces of IMrs. 
Pickle, and presided over all her deliberations, in 
the same manner as his superior managed those of 
Mrs. Trunnion. 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
his pupil, who, as I have already observed, was 
odious to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs, and broken their enclosures, and, on account 
of his hump, was distinguished by the title of My 
Lord, when in a narrow lane they chanced to meet 
Peregrine on horseback. 

'3’he young squire no sooner perceived his elder 
brother, against whom he had been instnicted to 
bear the most inveterate grudge, than he resolved 
to insult him en passant, and actually rode against 
him full gallop. Our hero, guessing his aim, fixed 
himself in his stirrups, and, by a dexterous man- 
agement of the reins, avoided the shock in such a 
manner, as that their legs only should encounter, 
by which means my lord was tilted out of his 
saddle, and, in a twinkling, laid sprawling in the 
dirt. The governor, enraged at the disgrace of his 
charge, advanced with great insolence and fury, 
and struck at Peregrine with his whip. Nothing 
could be more agreeable to our young gentleman 
than this assault, which furnished him with an op- 
portunity of chastising an officious wretch, whose 
petulance and malice he had longed to punish. He 
therefore, spurring up his horse towards his anta- 

S ^nist, overthrew him in the middle of a hedge. 

efore he had time to recollect himself from the 
confusion of the fall. Pickle alighted in a trice, and 


exercised his horse-whip with such agility about 
the curate’s face and ears, that he was fain to pros- 
trate himself before his enraged coinjueror, and 
implore his forbearance in the most abject terms. 
While Peregrine was thus employed, his brother 
Gam had made shift to rise and attack him in the 
rear ; for which reason, when tlie tutor was quelled, 
the victor faced about, snatched the weapon out of 
his hand, and having broken it to pieces, remounted 
his horse, and rode off', without deigning to honour 
him with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned product*d 
infinite clamour against tin; conqueror, who was 
represented as a ruffian who had lain in ambusli to 
make away with his brother, in whose defence the 
curate was said to have received those cruel stripes, 
that hindered him from appearing for three whole 
w'Ceks in the performance of his duty at church. 

(’omplaints were made to the commodore, who, 
having inquired into the circumstances of tin* affair, 
ap])roved of what his nephew had done; adding, 
wdth many oaths, that, provided IVrcgrine had been 
out of the scrape, he wished Crook-back had broke 
his neck in the fall. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

He projects a plan of Revenge, which is executed against the 
Curate. 

OiiK hero, exasperated at tlie villany of the curate 
in the treacherous misrepresentation he had made 
of tliis rencounter, determined to practise uixm 
him a method of revenge, wliieh should he not 
only effectual, but also uuattended with any bad 
conseipience to himself. Por this purpose he and 
Hatchway, to whom he inqiarted his plan, went to 
the alehou.se one evening, and called for an empty 
room, knowing there was no other but that which 
they had chosen for the scene of action. This 
apartment was a sort of parlour that fronted the 
kitchen, with a window towards the yard; where, 
after they had sat some time, the lieutenant 
found means to amuse tlu^ landlord in discourse, 
while Peregrine, stepjung out into the yard, by the 
talent of mimicry, which he possessed in a surprising 
degree, counterfeited a dialogue between the curate 
and Tuuley’s wife. This reaching the ears of the 
publican, for whose hearing it was calculated, in- 
flamed his naturally jealous disjiositiori to such a 
degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, hut 
made an hundred efforts to quit the room ; while 
the lieutenant, smoking his jiipe with great gravity, 
as if he neither heard w liat passed, nor took notice 
of the landlord’s disorder, detained him on the 
spot by a succession of questions which he could 
not refuse to answer, though he stood sweating 
with agony all the time, stretching his neck every 
instant towards the window through which the 
voices were conveyed, scratching his head, and ex- 
hibiting sundry other symptoms of impatience and 
agitation. At length, the suppo.scd conversation came 
to such a pitch of amorous complaisance, that the 
husband, quite frantic with his imaginary disgrace, 
rushed out at the door, crying, “ Coming, sir. 
But, as he was obliged to make a circuit round one 
half of the house, I’crcgrine had got in by the 
window before Turilcy arrived in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he had 
received, he ran directly to the barn, in expectation 
of making some very extraordinary discovery ; 
and having employed some minutes in rummaging 
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the straw to no purpose, returned in a state of dis- 
traction to the kitchen, just as iiis wife chanced to 
cuter at the other door. The circumstance of her 
appearance confirmed him in the opinion that the 
deed was done. As the disease of being henpecked 
was epidemic in the parish, he durst not express 
tii(‘ least hint of liis uneasiness to her, but resolved 
to take vengeance on the libidinous j)riest, who, 
he imagined, had corrupted the chastity of his 
spouse. 

'I'lie two confederates, in ordcT to be certified 
that their seheine Jiad taken effect, as well as to 
blow up the flame whieh they had kindled, ciilled 
for Tuniey, in whose countenance they could easily 
discern his confusion. Peregrine, desiring him to 
sit down and drink a glass with them, began to in- 
terrogate him a])out liis family, and, among other 
things, asked him hoAv long he had been married to 
that handsome wife ?” This (jucstion, whieh w'as put 
with an arch significanee of look, alarmed the pub- 
jiean, who began to fear that Pickle had overheard 
his dishonour; and this suspicion was not at all 
removed, when tlie lieutenant, with a sly reg*ard, 
jironoimeed, “Tuniey, waii’t ^ou noosed by the 
curate?” “Yes, 1 Avas,” replied the landlord* with 
an eagerness and perplexity of tom*, as if he 
thought the lieutenant knew that then'by hniKj a 
idle; and JlatcliAvay supported this suspicion, by 
answering, “Nay, as for that matter, tlu* curate 
may he a very sutheient man in his way.” 'Phis 
transition from his wife to the curate, convinced 
him that his shame was known to his guests; and, 
in the transjiort of his indignation, he pronounced 
Avith great emjihasis, “A sufiicient man! odds 
heart ! 1 helii've they are avoIats in sheep’s 

clothing. I ANish to God I could sec the day', 
master, when there shall not be a priest, an excise- 
man, or a ciistombouse officer in this kingdom. As 
for that felloAv of a curate, if 1 do catch him — It 
don’t signify talking — Put, by’’ the Lord! — Gentle- 
men, my service to you.” 

I’he associates being satisfied, by these abrupt 
insinuations, that they' had so far succeeded in 
tlieir aim, Avaited A\'il,li impatience two or three 
days, in expectation of hearing that Tuniey had 
fallen upon some method of being revenged for tliis 
imaginary Avrong : but finding that either his in- 
vention was too shallow^ or his iiieliiiation too 
languid, to gratify their desire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the affair to such a crisis, 
that he should not be able to withstand the oppor- 
tunity of executing his vengeance. AVitli this view 
they one evening hired a hoy to run to Mr. J*ickle’s 
house, and tell the curate, tliat Mrs. Tuniey being 
taken suddenly ill, her husband desired he Avould 
come immediately, and pray w'itli her. Meanwhile, 
they had taken possession of a room in the house ; 
and Jiatehw’ay engaging the landlord in conversa- 
tion, Peregrine, in his return from the yard, ob- 
served, as if by accident, tliut the parson A\as gone 
into the kitchen, in order, as he supposed, to cate- 
chise Tun ley’s wife. 

’I’he publican started at this intelligence, and, 
under pretence of serving another company in the 
next room, went out to the barn, where arming 
himself Avith a flail, he repaired to a lane through 
wliicli the curate A^'as under a necessity of passing 
in his way home. There he lay in ambush, AA’ith 
fidl intent ; and when the supposed author of his 
shame arrived, greeted him in the dark with such 
a salutation, as forced him to stagger backward 


three paces at least. If the second application had 
taken effect, in all probability, that spot would 
have been the boundary of the parson’s mortal 
peregrination ; but, luckily for him, his antagonist 
was not expert in the management of his weapon, 
AA'hich by a twist of the thong that connected the 
legs, instead of pitching upon the head of the asto- 
nished curate, descended in an oblique direction on 
his own pate, with stich a swung, that tiie skull 
actually rung like an apothecary’s mortar, and ten 
thousand lights seemed to dance before his eyes. 
The curate recollecting himself' during the respite 
lie obtained from this accident, and believing his 
aggressor to he some thief who lurked in that place 
f(.r prey, resolved to make a running fight, until he 
should arrive within cry of his habitation. AVith 
this design he raised up his cudgel for the defence 
of his head, and, betaking himself to his heels, 
began to roar for help w'itli the lungs of a Stentor. 
I'lmley, throwing away the flail, which he durst no 
longer trust witli the execution of his revenge, 
pursued the fugitive with all tlie speed he eoukl 
exert ; and the other, either unnerved by fear, or 
stiinihling over a stone, was overtaken before he 
had run an lmndr(*d paces, lie no sooner felt the 
wind of the juihlican’s fist that whistled round his 
ears, than he fell flat upon the earth at full length, 
and the cudgel flew from his unclasping hand ; 
when Tuniey, sju inging like a tiger upon his hack, 
rained such a shower of blows u]>on his carcase, 
that he imagined himself under the discipline of 
ten ]>air of fists at least ; yet the imaginary cuckold, 
not satisfied w ith annov ing the priest in this man- 
ner, laid hokl on one of his ears w ith his teeth, and 
bit so unmercifully, that the curate was found 
almost entranced with pain by tw'o labourers, at 
whose approach the assailant retreated nnperceived. 

The lieutenant had posted himself at the win- 
dow, in order to see the landlord at his first return ; 
and no sooner perceived him enter the yard, than 
he called him into the apartment, impatient to learn 
the effects of tlieir stratagem. Tuniey obeyed the 
summons, and ap])eared l)efore his guests in all the 
violence of rage, disorder, and fatigue ; liis nostrils 
were dilated more than one half beyond their na- 
tural capacit}', his ejes rolled, his teeth chattered, 
he snored in breathing as if he had been oppressi'd 
by the night-mare, and streams of sw eat flow'ed 
dow n each sule of his forehead. 

JVregrine, affecting to start at the approach of 
such an uncouth figure, asked if he had been 
wrestling with a spirit ; upon whieh he ansA\ered, 
with great A'eliemenee, “ Spirit ! No, no, master, I 
have had a roll and tumble with the flesh. A dog! 
I'll teach him to come a caterwauling about my 
doors.” Guessing from this rejdy, that his aim 
w’as accomplished, and curious to know the par- 
ticulars of the j’eneounter, “AVell, then,” said the 
youth, “I hope you liav'c jirevailed against the 
fle.sh, Tuniey.” “ Y es, } es,” answered the publican, 
“ I have cooled his capissens, as the saying is ; 1 
have played such a tune about his ears, that I'll be 
bound he shan’t long for music this month. A 
goatish ram-faced rascal! AA’hy, he’s a perfect 
parish hull, as I hope to live.” 

Hatchway, observing that he seemed to have 
made a stout battle, desired he would sit down and 
recover wind ; and after he had swallow'ed a brace 
of bumpers, his vanity promjited him to expatiate 
upon his own exploit in such a manner, that the 
confederates, w ithout seeming to know the curat^ 
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was his antagonist, became acquainted with every 
circumstance of the ambuscade. 

Tunley had scarce got the better of his agitation, 
when his wife, entering the room, told them by way 
of news, that some waggish body liad sent Mr. 
Sackbut the curate to pray with her. This name 
inflamed tne husband’s ciioler anew ; and, forget- 
ting all his complaisance for his spouse, he replied, 
with a rancorous grin, “ Add rabbit him ! I doubt 
not but you found liis admonitions deadly comfort- 
able !” The landlady, looking at her vassal with a 
sovereign aspect, “ VVhat crotchets,” said she, “have 
you got in your fool’s head, 1 trow ? I know no 
business you have to sit here like a gentleman with 
your arms a-kimbo, when there’s another company 
in the house to be served.” The submissive hus- 
band took the hint, and, without further expostu- 
lation, sneaked out of the room. 

Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbut had 
been waylaid, and almost murdered by robbers, and 
an advertisement wa& pasted upon the church door, 
offering a reward to any person that should discover 
the assassin; but he reaped no satisfaction from 
this expedient, and was confined to his chamber a 
whole fortnight by the bruises he had received. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Mr. Sackbut and his Pupil conspire against Peregrine, who, 
being apprised of their Design by his Sister, takes Mea- 
sures for counterworking their Scheme, which is executed 
by mistake upon Mr. Gauntlet — This young Soldier meets 
with a cordial reception from the Commodore, who gene- 
rously decoys him into his own Interest. 

When he considered the circumstances of the am- 
buscade, ho could not persuade himself that he had 
been assaulted by a common thief, becau.se it was 
not to be supposed that a robber would have amused 
himself in pommeling rather than in rifling his 
prey. He therefore ascribed his misfortune to the 
secret enmity of some person who had a design 
upon his life ; and, upon mature deliberation, fixed 
Ills suspicion upon IVregrine, who was the only 
man on earth from whom lie tliought he dt‘served 
such treatment. He communicated his conjecture 
to his impil, who reiulily adopted his opinion, and 
advi.sed him strenuously to revenge tlie wrong by a 
like contrivance, without seeking to make a nar- 
rower inquiry, lest his enemy should be thereby 
put upon his guard. 

This proposal being reli.shed, they in concert re- 
volved the means of retorting the ambush with 
interest, and actually laid such a villanous plan for 
attacking our hero in the dark, that, had it been 
executed according to their intention, the young 
gentleman’s scheme of travelling would have been 
etfectually marred. But their maehinations were 
overheard by Miss I’ickle, who was now in the 
seventeenth year of her age, and, in spite of the 
prejudice of education, entertained* in secret a most 
sisterly affection for her brother Perry, though she 
luid never spoke to him, and was deterred by the 
precepts, vigilance, and menaces of her mother, 
from attempting any means of meeting him in pri- 
vate. She was not, however, insensible to his 
praise, which was loudly sounded forth in the 
neighbourhood, and never failed of going to cliurcli, 
and every other place, where she thought she 
might have an opportunity of seeing this amiable 
brother. With these sentiments it cannot be sup- 
posed that she would liear the conspiracy without 
emotion. She was shocked at the treacherous 


barbarity of Gam, and shuddered at the prospect of 
the danger to which Peregrine would be exposed 
from their malice. She durst not communicate 
this plot to her mother, because she was afraid that 
lady’s unaccountable aversion for her first-born 
would hinder her from interposing in his behalf, 
and consequently render her a sort of accomplice 
in the guilt of his assassins. She therefore re- 
solved to warn Peregrine of the conspiracy, an 
account of which she transmitted to him in an 
aff'ectionate letter, by means of a young gentleman 
in that neighbourhood, who made his addresses to 
her at that time, and who, at her request, offered 
his service to our hero, in defeating the projects of 
his adversaries. 

Peregrine was startled when he read the particu- 
lars of their scheme, which was no other than an 
intention to sally upon him when he should he 
altogether unprovided against such an attack, cut 
off his ears, and otherwise mutilate him in mch a 
manner, that he should have no cause to be vain of 
liis person for the future. 

Iticeused as he was against the brutal disposition 
of his own father’s son, he could not help being 
moved at the integrity and tenderness of liis sister, 
of whose inclinations towards him he had been 
hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked the gen- 
tleman for his honourable dealing, and expressed 
a desire of being better acquainted with his virtues; 
told him that, now he -was cautioned, he hoped 
there vould he no necessity for giving him any 
further trouble; and w'rote by him a letter of 
acknowledgment to his sister, for whom he ex- 
pres.sed the utmost love and regard, hi*seeehing her 
to favour him with an interview before his depar- 
ture, that he might indulge his fraternal fondness, 
and be blessed with the company and countenance 
of one at least belonging to his own family. 

Having imparted this discovery to his friend 
Hatchway, they came to a resolution of eounter- 
luining the ])lau ol‘ their enemies. As they did not 
choose to expose themselves to the insinuations of 
slander, wliieli would have exerted itself at their 
expense, had they, even in defending themselves, 
employed any harsh means of retaliation, tliey in- 
vented a method of disajipointing and disgracing 
their foes, and immediately set J’ijies at work to 
forward the prejiarations. 

Miss l*icklc having described the spot wdiich the 
assassins had pitched upon for the scene of their 
vengeance, our triumvirate intended to have placed 
a sentinel among the corn, wdio should come and 
give them intelligence when the ambuscade was laid; 
and, in consequence of that iiifonnatioii, they would 
steal softly towards the place, attended by three or 
four of the domestics, and draw a large net over 
the conspirators, who, being entangled in tht^ toil, 
should he disarmed, fettered, heartily scourged, and 
suspended between two trees in the snare, as a 
spectacle to all passengers that should chance to 
travel that way. 

The plan being thus digested, and the commo- 
dore made acquainted with the whole affair, the 
spy was sent upon duty, and everybody within 
doors prepared to go forth upon the first notice. 
One whole evening did they spend in the most im- 
patient exjiectation ; but, on the second, the scout 
crept into the garrison, and assured them that he 
had perceived three men skulking behind the 
hedge, on the road that led to the public-house, 
from which Peregrine and the lieutenant used 
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srery night to return about that hour. Upon this 
intelligence, the confederates set out immediately 
with all their implements. Aj)proaching the scene 
writh as little noise as possible, they heard the sound 
5f blows ; and, though the night was dark, per- 
leived a sort of tumultuous conflict on the very 
;pot which the conspirators had possessed. Sur- 
jriscd at this occurrence, the meaning of which he 
jould not comprehend. Peregrine ordered his myr- 
Tiidons to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately 
!iis ears were saluted with an exclamation of You 
dian’t ’scape me, rascal.” The voice being (juite 
lamiliar to him, he all at once divined the cause 
)f that confusion which they had observed ; and 
:unning up to the assistance of the exclairncr, found 
i fellow on his knees begging his life of Mr. 
jauutlet, who stood over him with a naked hanger 
n his hand. 

Pickle instantly made himself known to his 
riend, vho told him that, having left his horse at 
Tunley’s, he was, in his way to the garrison, set 
i])()n by tliree ruffians, one of whom, being the 
rery individual person now in his power, had come 
)ehind him, and struck with a bludgeon at his 
lead, which, however, In* missed, and the instru- 
nent descended on his left shoulder; that, ujxui 
Irawinglns lianger, and lading about him in the 
lark, th(* other two fh‘d, leaving their companion, 
vhom he had disabled, in the lurch. 

J’eregrine congratulat<*d hiiti upon his safety, and 
laving ordered Pijies to secure the prisoner, con- 
lueted Mr. (jJauntlet to the garrison, w’hcre he met 
vith a very Ik arty reception from the commodore, 
o Avhoni he w as introduced us his ne])hew's intimate 
riend; not hut that, in all likelihood, he w'ould have 
ihated somewhat of his hospitality, had he knowm 
liat lie was the brother of l‘erry’s mistress ; but 
K‘r name the old gentleman had never thought of 
isking, when he impiircd into the particulars of his 
jodsoii’s amour. 

The captive being examined, in presence of Trun- 
lioii and all his adherents, toucliiiig the ambuscade, 
)wned, that, being in the service of (lam Pickle, 
le had been prevailed upon, by the solicitations of’ 
lis master and the curate, to accompany them in 
heir expedition, and undertake the part whicliflie 
lad acted against the stranger, whom he and his enw 
iloyers mistook for Peregrine. Jn consideration of 
his frank aekiiowdedgment, and a severe wound 
le had received in his riglit arm, they resolved to 
nflict no other punishment on this malefactor, than 
o detain him all night in the garrison, and next 
Homing carry him before a justice of the peace, 
0 whom lie repeated all that he liad said over night, 
nd, wdth his own hand, subscribed his confession, 
opies of which were handed about the neighhour- 
lood, to the unsjieakable confusion aud disgrace of 
he curate and his promising pupil. 

Meanwhile Trunnion treated the young soldier 
vilh uncommon marks of respect, being ])repos- 
essed in his favour by this adventure, w'hicJi he hud 
o gallantly achieved, as well as by, the encomiums 
hat Peregrine bestowed upon his valour and gene- 
osity. He liked his countenance, w’hich w’as bold 
nd hardy, admired his Herculean limbs, and de- 
iglited ill asking questions concerning the service 
ic hud seen. 

The day after his arrival, while the conversation 
urned on this last subject, the commodore, taking 
he pipe out of his mouth, “ Pll tell you what, bro- 
hcr,” said he, “ live-and-forty years ago, when 1 


was third lieutenant of the Warwick man-of-war, 
there was a very stout young fellow on hoard, a 
subaltern officer of marines ; his name was not un- 
like your own, d’ye see, being (luntlct, with a (x. 
I remember he and I could not abide one another 
at first, because, d’ye see, I was a sailor and he a 
landsman, till wc fell in with a Frenchman, whom 
we engaged for eight glasses, and at length hoarded 
and took, I w’as the first man that stood on the 
enemy’s deck, and should have come scurvily off, 
d’y^e see, if Huntlet had not jumped to my assist- 
ance ; but we soon cleared ship, and drove them to 
close quarters, so that they were obliged to strike ; 
and from that day (luntlet and I were sworn bro- 
thers us long as lie remained on board. He was 
exchanged into a marching regiment, and what 
became of him afterwards, l^ord in heaven knows; 
but this I’ll say of him, whether ho be dead or 
alive, he feared no man tluit ever w^ore a head, and 
was, moreover, a very hearty messmate.” 

The stranger’s breast glowed at this culogium, 
which was no sooner pronounced, than he eagerly 
asked if the French ship was not the Diligence? 
'.riie commodore replied with a stare, “ The very 
sanK‘, my lad.” “ Then,” said Gauntlet, “the person 
of whom you are ])leased to make such honourable 
mention w as my own father.” “ The devil he was !” 
cried Trunnion, shaking him by the hand, “I am 
rejoiced to see a son of Ned Guntlet in my house.” 

This discovery introduced a thousand questions, 
in the course of which the old gentleman learned 
the situation of his friend’s family, and discharged 
innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude aud 
injustice of the ministry, which had failed to provide 
for the son of such a brave soldier. Nor was his 
fricndslnp confined to such ineftectual expressions; 
lie that same evening signified to Peregrine a desire 
of doing something for his friend. This inclination 
was so much praised, encouraged, and promoted 
by his godson, and even supported by his counsellor 
Hatchway, that our hero was empowered to present 
him with a sum of money sufficient to purchase a 
commission. 

Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
Tfickle than this permission, he was afraid that 
Godfrey’s scrupulous disposition would hinder him 
from subji'cting himself to any such obligation ; 
and therefore proposed that he should be decoyed 
into his own interest by a feigned storj, in conse- 
quence of which he w’ould be prevailed upon to 
accept of the money, as a debt which the commo- 
dore had contracted of his father at sea. Trunnion 
made wry faces at this expedient, the necessity of 
which he could not conceive, without calling in 
(luestion the common sense of Gauntlet, as he took 
it for granted, tliat such offers a*s those were not to 
he rejected on any consideration whatever. Besides, 
he could not digest an artifice, by w liich he himself 
must own that lie had lived so many years, without 
manifesting the least intention of doing justice to 
his creditor. All these objections, however, were 
removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine who 
represented that it would be impossible to befriend 
him on any other terms ; that his silence hitherto 
would be imputed to his want of information, 
touching the circumstances and condition of his 
friend ; and that his remembering and insisting 
upon discharging the obligation, after such an in- 
terval of time, when the whole aftair was in oblivion, 
would be the greatest compliment he could pay to 
his own honour and integrity. 
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Thus persuaded, he took an opportunity of Gaunt- 
let’s being alone with him to broach the affair, tell- 
ing the young man, that his father had avanced a 
sum of money for him, when they sailed together, 
on account of the mess, as well as to stop the mouth 
of a clamorous creditor at Portsmouth ; and that 
the said sum, with interest, amounted to about four 
hundred pounds, which he would now, with great 
thankfulness, repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and, after 
a considerable pause, replied, that he had never 
heard his parents mention any such debt ; that no 
memorandum or voucher of it was found among 
his father’s papers ; and that, in all probability, it 
must have been discharged long ago, altliough the 
commodore, in such a long course of time, and 
hurry of occupation, might have forgot tlie repay- 
inent. He therefore desired to be excused from 
accepting, what, in his own conscience, he believed 
was not his due ; and complimented tlie old gen- 
tleman upon his being so scrupulously just and 
honourable. 

'riie soldier’s refusal, which was matter of asto- 
nishment to Trunnion, increased his inclination to 
assist him ; and, on pretence of acquitting his own 
character, he urged his beneficence with such ob- 
stinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of disobliging him, 
was in a manner compelled to receive a draught for 
the money, for which he subscribed an ample dis- 
charge, and immediately transmitted the order to 
his mother, whom, at the same time, he informed 
of the circumstances by which they had so unex- 
pectedly gained this accession of fortune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail of being 
agreeable to Mrs. Gauntlet, who, by the first post, 
wrote a polite letter of acknowledgment to the 
commodore, another to her own son importing, that 
she had already sent the draught to a friend in 
London, with directions to deposit it in the hands 
of a certain banker, for the purchase of the first 
ensifpey to be sold ; and she took the liberty of 
sending a third to I’eregrine, couched in very af- 
fectionate terms, with a kind postscript, signed by 
Miss Sophy and his charming Emilia. 

This affair being transacted to the satisfaction of 
all concerned, preparations were set on foot lor the 
departure of our hero, on whom his uncle settled 
an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being little less 
than one half of his whole income. Ily tliis time in- 
deed, the old gentleman could easily afford to alienate 
such a part of liis fortune, because he entertained 
little or no company, kept few servants, and wjis 
remarkably plain and frugal in his house-keeping; 
3lrs. Trunnion being now some years on the wrong 
side of fifty, her infirmities began to increase; and 
though her pride had suffered no diminution, her 
vanity was altogether subdued by her avarice. 

A Swiss valet-de-chambre, who had already made 
the tour of Europe, was hired for the care of Pere- 
grine’s own person; Pipes being ignorant of the 
Prench language, as well as otherwise unfit for the 
office of a fashionable attendant, it wiis resolved 
that he should remain in garrison ; and his place 
was immediately supplied by a Parisian lacquey 
engaged at London for that purpose. Pipes did not 
seem to relish this disposition of things ; and though 
he made no verbal objections to it, looked re- 
markably sour at his successor upon his first arrival ; 
but this sullen fit seemed gradually to wear off ; 
and, long before his master’s departure, he bad 
recovered his natural tranquillity and unconcern. 


CHAPTER XXXL 

The two young Gentlemen diaplav their Talents for Gallantry, 

in the course of which they are involved in a ludicrous 

circumstance of Distress, and afterwards take Vengeance 
on the Author of their Mishap. 

Meanwhdle our hero and his new friend, together 
with honest Jack Hatchway, made daily excursions 
into the country, visited the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, and frequently accompanied them 
to the chase ; all three being exceedingly caressed 
on account of their talents, which could accom- 
modate themselves with great facility to the tempers 
and turns of their entertainers. The lieutenant was 
a droll in his way. Peregrine possessed a great fund 
of sprigbtliness and good humour, and Godfrey, 
among his other qualifications, already recited, 
sung a most excellent song ; so that the company 
of this triumvirate was courted in all parties, 
whether male or female ; and if the hearts of our 
young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, they 
would have met with opportunities in abundance of 
displaying iheir address in the art of love ; not but 
that they gave loose to their gallantry without much 
interesting their affections, and amused themselves 
with little intrigues, which, in the opinion of a man 
of pleasure, do not affect his fidelity to the acknow- 
I ledged sovereign of his soul. 

In tlic midst of these amusements, our hero 
' received an intimation from his sister, that she 
I should he overjoyed to meet him next day, at five 
o’clock in the afternoon, at the house of her nurse, 
who lived in a cottage hard by her father’s habita- 
tion, she being debarred from all opportunity of 
seeing him in any other place by the severity of her 
mother, who suspected her inclination. 

He accordingly obeyed the summons, and went 
at the time appointed to the place of rendezvous, 
where he met this affectionate young lady, who, 
when he entered the room, ran towards him with 
all the eagerness of transport, flung her arms about 
his neck, and shed a flood of tears in his bosom 
before she could utter one word, except a repetition 
of “ My dear, dear brother !” He embraced her with 
all the piety of fraternal tenderness, wept over her 
in his turn, assured her that this was one of the 
happiest moments of his life, and kindly thanked 
her for having resisted the example and disobeyed 
the injunctions of bis mother’s unnatural aversion. 

lie was ravished to find by her conversation, 
that she possessed a great share of sensibility and 
prudent reflection ; for she lamented the infatuation 
of her parents with the most filial regret, and 
expressed such abhorrence and concern at the 
villanous disposition of her younger brother, as a 
himiane sister may he supposed to have entertained. 
He made her acquainted with all the circumstances 
of his own fortune ; and, as he supposed she spent 
her time very disagreeably at home, among cha- 
racters which must be shockingly distressing, pro- 
fessed a desire of removing her into some other 
sphere, where she could live with more tranquillity 
and satisfaction. 

She objected to this proposal, as an expedient 
that would infallibly subject her to the implacable 
resentment of her mother, whose favour and 
affection she at present enjoyed but in a very in- 
considerable degree ; and they had canvassed divers 
schemes of corresponding for the future, when the 
voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the door. 

Miss Julia (that was the young lady’s name) 
finding herself betrayed, was seized with a violent 
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agitation of fear, and Peregrine scarce had time to 
encourage her with a promise of protection, before 
the door of the ajiartinent being flung open, this 
irreconcilable parent rushed in, and, with a furious 
aspect, flew directly at her trembling daughter, 
when the son interposing, received the first dis- 
charge of her fury. 

1 ler eyes gleamed with all the rage of indignation, 
which choked up her utterance, and seemed to 
convulse her whole frame ; she twisted her left 
hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted him 
about the face till the blood gushed from liis nostrils 
and mouth ; while he defended his sister from the 
cruelty of (lam, wlio assaulted her from another 
quarter, seeing his brother engaged. This attack 
lasted several minutes with great violence, till at 
length Peregrine finding liimself in danger of being 
overjiowered, if lie should remain any longer on 
the defensive, laid his brother on his back ; then he 
disentangled his mother’s hand from his own hair, 
and having pushed her gently out of the room, 
bolted the <loor on the inside ; finally turning to 
(lam, he threw him out of the window, among a 
parcel of hogs that fed under it. By this time 
,I ulia was almost quite distracted with terror ; she 
knew she had offended beyond all hope of forgive- 
ness, and from that moment considered herself as an 
I'xile from her father’s house. Tn vain did her 
brother strive to console her with fresh protestations 
of love and jirotection; she counted herself ex- 
tremely iniserahle in being obliged to endure the 
(‘ternal resentment of a parent with whom she had 
Jiitherto lived, and dreaded the censure of the world, 
which, from her mother’s misrepresentation, she was 
sensible would condemn her unheard. That she 
miglit not, liowever, neglect any means in her power 
of averting the storm, she resolved to appease, if 
possible, her mother’s wrath with humiliation, and 
even appeal to the influence of her father, weak as 
it was. before she would despair of being forgiven. 
But the good lady sjiarod her this unnecessary 
ap]»lieation, by telling her, through the key-hole, 
that she must never expect to come within her 
father’s door again; for from that hour she re- 
nounced her as unworthy of her affection and 
regard. Julia, weeping bitterly, endeavoured to 
soften tlie rigour of this sentence, by tlie most 
submissive and reasonable remonstranees ; but as 
in her vindication she of necessity espoused her 
cider brother’s cause, her endeavours, instead of 
soothing, served only to exasperate her mother to 
a higher pitch of indignation, which discharged 
itself in invectives against Peregrine, whom she 
reviled with the epithets of a worthless abandoned 
reprobate. 

The youth, hearing these unjust aspersions, 
trembled with resentment through evi'ry limb, 
assuring the upbraider that he considered her as an 
of compassion; “for, without all doubt,” 
said he, “ your diabolical rancour must be severely 
punished by the thorns of your own conscience, 
which this very instant taxes you with the malice 
and falsehood of your reproaches. As for my sister, 

I bless God that you have not been able to infect 
her with your unnatural prejudice, which, because 
she is too just, too virtuous, too humane to imbibe, 
ou reject her as an alien to your blood, and turn 
(T out unprovided into a barbarous world. But 
even there your vicious purpose shall be defeated ; 
that same Providence that screened me from the 
cruelty of your hate shall extend its protection to 


her, until I shall find it convenient to aasert 
law that right of maintenance which nature, it 
seems, hath bestowed upon us in vain. In the mean 
time, jyou will enjoy the satisfaction of paying an 
undivided attention to that darling son, whose 
amiable qualities have so long engaged and en- 
grossed your love and esteem.” 

This freedom of ex postulation exalted his mother’s 
ire to mere frenzy ; she cursed him with the bitterest 
imprecations, and raved like a bedlamite at the door, 
which sh^ attempted to burst open. Her efforts 
were seconded by her favourite son, who denounced 
vengeance against Peregrine, made furious assaults 
against the lock, which resisted all their applications, 
until our hero, esiiying his friends Gauntlet and 
Pipes stepping over a stile that stood about a furlong 
from the window, called them to his assistance ; 
givingthem to understand how he was besieged, he 
desired they would keep off his mother, that he might 
the more easily secure his sister Julia’s retreat. 
The young soldier entered accordingly, and, posting 
himself lietwecn Mrs. 1 *ickle and the door, gave the 
signal to his friend, who, lifting up his sister in his 
anns, carried her safe without the clutches bf this 
she-dragon, while Pipes with his cudgel kept young 
master at bay. 

, The mother being thus deprived of her prey, 
sprung upon Gauntlet like a lioness robbed of her 
w'helps, and he must have suffered sorely in the 
flesh, had he not prevented her mischievous intent 
by seizing both her wrists, and so keeping her at 
due distance, Jn attem]>ting to disengage herself 
from his grasp, she struggled with such exertion, 
and suffered such agony of passion at the same time, 
that she actually fell into a severe fit, during which 
she was put to bed, and the confederates retired 
without further molestation. 

In the mean time. Peregrine was not a little 
perplexed about the disposal of his sister whom he 
had rescued. He could not endure the thoughts of 
saddling the commodore with a new expense; and 
he was afraid of undertaking the charge of J ulia, 
w'ithout his benefactor’s advice and direction ; for 
the present, however, he carried her to the house 
of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, whose lady 
was her godmother, where she w as received with 
great tenderness and condolence ; and he purposed 
to inquire for some creditable house, where she 
might be genteelly boarded in bis absence, resolving 
to maintain her from the savings of his own 
allowance, which he thought might very well bear 
such deduction. But this intention was frustrated 
by the publication of the whole affair, which w as 
divulged next day, and soon reached the ears of 
Trunnion, who chid his godson for liaving concealed 
the adventure ; and, with the approbation of his 
wife, ordered him to bring Julia forthwith to the 
garrison. The young gentleman, with tears of 
gratitude in his eyes, explained his design of 
maintaining her at his own exiicnse, imd earnestly 
begged that he might not be deprived of that 
satisfaction. But his uncle was deaf to all his 
entreaties, and insisted upon her living in the garri- 
son, though ftir no other reason than that of being 
company to her aunt, who, he observed, was lost 
for w'ant of conversation. 

Julia was accordingly brought home, and settled 
under the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion, who, whatever 
face she might put on the matter, could have dis- 
pensed with the society of her niece ; though she 
was not without hope of gratifying her pique to 
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Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence she would receive 
from the daughter of that lady’s economy and 
domestic behaviour. The mother herself seemed 
conscious of this advantage which her sister-in-law 
had now gained over her, being as much chagrined 
at the news of Julia’s reception in the garrison, as 
if she had heard of her own husband’s death. She 
even tortured her invention to propagate calumnies 
against the reputation of her own daughter, whom 
she slandered in all com])anies ; she exclaimed 
against the commodore as an old ri^an, who 
spirited up a rebellion among her children, and 
imputed the hospitality of liis wife, in countenancing 
them, to nothing else but her inveterate enmity to 
their mother, whom they had disobligc‘d. She now 
insisted, in the most peremptory terms, upon her 
husband’s renouncing all commerce with the old 
lad of the castle and his adherents; and Mr. 
Ganialie], having by this time contracted other 
friendships, readily submitted to her will, nay, even 
refused to communicate with the commodore one 
night, w’lu‘11 th(*y happened to meet by accident at 
the public house. 

CHAPTER XXXIT. 

The Coinuiodoru hcntls a Challenge to Gamaliel, and is im- 
posed upon by a waggish Invention of the Lieutenant, 
Peregrine and Gauntlet. 

Tuts affront ’rrunnioii could hy no means digest. 
He advised with the lieiiteiuiiit upon the subject ; 
and the result of their consultation w as a defiance 
which the old commander sent to Pickle, demanding 
that be w'ould meet him at such a jilaco on horseback 
with a brace of jnstols, and give satisfaction for tlie 
slight be bad put upon him. 

Nothing could have afforded more pleasure to 
Jack than the acceptance of this challenge, which 
he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, w’ho was 
called out from the club atTunley’s for that purpose. 
The nature of this nu'ssage had an instantaneous 
effect upon the constitution of the jiacifie Pickle, 
whose bowels yearned w'ith aiiprehension, and 
underwent such violent agitation on the spot, that 
one would have thought the operation jii'oeeeded 
from some severe joki* of the apothecary w hich he 
had swallowed in his beer. 

The messenger, despairing of a satisfactory an- 
swer, left him in this woeful condition ; and being 
loth to lose any oiiportuiiity of Taising the laugh 
against the coiiimodore, w'ent immediately and com- 
municated the whole affair to the young gentlemen, 
entreating them, for the love of God, to concert 
some means of bringing old Haniiihal into the 
field. 'J’hc two friends relished the proposal, and, 
after some deliberation, it w'as resolved that 
Hatchway should tell Trunnion his invitation was 
accepted by Gamaliel, who would meet him at the 
place appointed w'ith his second, to-morrow in the 
twilight, because, if cither should fall, the other 
would liavc the better chance for escaping in the 
dark ; that Godfrey should personate old Pickle’s 
friend, and Peregrine repres(‘nt his own father, 
while the lieutenant should take cure, in loading the 
pistols, to keep out the shot, so that no damage might 
he done in the rencontre. 

These circumstances being adjusted, the lieute- 
nant returned to his principal with a most thundering 
reply from his antagonist, whose courageous beha- 
viour, though it could not intimidate, did not fail 
to astonish the commodore, who ascribed it to the 


spirit of his wife, which had inspired him. Trunnion 
that instant desired his counsellor to prepare his 
cartridge-box, and order the quietest horse in the 
stable to be kept ready saddled for the occasion ; 
Jiis eye seemed to lighten with alacrity and pleasure 
at the prospect of smelling giini)owder once more 
before his death ; and when Jack advised him to 
make his w'ill, in case of accident, he rejected his 
counsel with disdain, saying, “What I dost think 
that JlawsiT Trunnion, who has stood the fire of so 
many floating batteries, runs any risk from the 
lousy pops of a landman? Thou shalt see, thou 
shalt see how I shall make him lower his top- 
sails.” Next day I’eregrine and the soldier provided 
themselves with lu)rses at the public house*, from 
w'lience, at the destined hour, they rode to the field 
of battle, each of them h(*ing muffled in a great coat, 
which, with the dimness of the light, effectually 
shielded them from the knowledge of the one-eyed 
commander, who having taken horse on pretence 
of enjoying the fresh air, soon appeared with 
Hatchway in his rear. When they came within sight 
of each other, tlie seconds advanced, in order to 
divide the ground, and regulate the measures ot the 
combat ; wlien it w as determined hy mutual consent, 
that two pistols should he discharged on each side, 
and that, if neither should prove decisive, recourse 
must he had to the broad swords, in order to 
ascertain the victory. These articles being settled, 
the opponents rode forward to their respictive 
stations, wdien IVregrine, cocking his pistol, and 
presenting, counteHeited his father’s voice, bidding 
Trunnion take care of his remaining eye. The 
eommcKlore took his adviei*, being unw'illing to 
hazard his da^-iight, and very deliberately opposed 
the patched side of his face to tin* muzzle of lii.s 
antagonist's jiiece, desiring him to do his duty 
w'ltliout further jaw'. 'Fhe young man accordingly 
fired, and the distance being small, the w ad of his 
jiistol took place with a smart stroke on the forelu'ad 
of Trunnion, wdio, mistaking it for a hall, winch he 
thought was lodged in his brain, sjmrred up liis 
steed in astute of desperation towards his antagonist, 
and holding hjs jiieee within two yards of his body, 
let it off’ w'ithoul any regard to the laws of battle. 
Surprised and enraged to see it had made no im- 
pression, he hallooed in a terrible tone, “ O d— n 
ye, you have got your netting stuffed, 1 see and 
advancing, discharged his second pistol so near his 
godson’s head, that, had he not been d(*f ended b^y hi.s 
great coat, the powder must have scorched Jiis face. 
Having thus thrown aw'ay his fire, he remained at 
the mercy of J’eiegrine, who, clapping the piece he 
had in reserve to his head, commanded him to beg 
his life, and ask pardon for his ])resuniptiori. 'J’he 
commodore made no reply to this imperious in- 
junction, but dropping his jiistol, and uii.sheathiiig 
his broad sword in an instant, attacked our hero 
with such incredible agility, that, if he had not made 
shift to ward off’ the stroke wdth his pir‘ce, the 
adventure, in all likelihood, would ha\ e turned out 
a very tragical joke. Heregriiie finding it would 
he in vain for him to think of drawing his weapon, 
or of standing on the defensive against this furious 
aggres.sor, very fairly clapped spurs to his nag, and 
sought his safety in flight. Triiiinion pursued him 
with infinite eagerness, and his steed being the 
better of the two, would have ovi'rtaken the 
fugitive to his peril, had lie not been unfortunately 
encountered hy the houghs of a tree, that happened 
to stand on his blind side, and incommoded him so 
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much, that he was fain to quit his sword, and lay 
hold on tlie mane, in order to maintain his seat. 
Perry perceiving his disaster, wheeled about, and 
now finding leisure to produce his weapon, returned 
upon his disarmed foe, brandishing his Ferrara, 
threatening to make him shorter by the head, if he 
would not immediately crave quarter and yield. 
'J’here was nothing farther from the intention of the 
i)ld gentleman than such submission, which he flatly 
refused to pay, alleging that he had already com- 
pelled his enemy to clap on all his sails, and that 
his own present misfortune was ow'ing to accident, 
all one as if a ship should be attacked, after she 
had been obliged to heave her guns overboard in 
a storm. 

Jlefore Peregrine bad time to answer this remon- 
strance, the lieutenant interposed, and, taking cog- 
nizance of the case, estahlished a truce, until lie 
and the other second should discuss and deculc up- 
on the merits of the cause. They accordingly 
retired to a small distance, and, after having con- 
terred a few minutes, Hatchw ay returned, and pro- 
nouneed the commodore vaiupn&hed hy the chance 
of war. 

Never w as rage mon' transported than that which 
took possession of old IIannii»al when he heard the 
s(Mitenee. It was some time before he could utter 
aught, except the reiiroaelifiil expression. Yon he! 
— which lie repeated 7nort‘ than twenty limes, in a 
sort of delirious insensibility. When he recovered 
the further use of s])eech, he abused the arbitrators 
with such hitter invectives, renouncing their sen- 
tence, and ajipealing to another trial, that the con- 
federates began to repent of having carried the joke 
so far ; and 1‘eregrine, in order to appease his cholcr, 
owuiecl himself overcome. 

Pliis aeknow'ledginent calmed the tumult of his 
wrath, though he 'wmld not for some <lays forgive 
the lieutenant ; and the tw'O young gentlemen rode 
hack to Tunley’s, wdiile Hatchway, taking th<* com- 
modore’s horse hy the bridle, reeondueted him to 
his mansion, growling all the way to Jack for his 
unjust and unfriendly decree ; though he could not 
help observing, as how' he had made his words 
good, ill making his adversary strike his topsails: I 
“And yet,” said he, “before God I 1 think the j 
fellow's liead is m:ide of a woolpiiek ; for riiy shot 
rebounded from his face like a wad of spun yarn I 
from the side of a ship. Rut if so be that son of a 
hitch of a tree hadn’t conn* athw'art my weatluw- 
h()w% d’ye see, I’ll he d — cd if J hadn’t snapt his 
mam-yard in the slings, and mayhap let out his j 
hulge-wuiter into the bargain.” He seemed parti- 
cularly vain of this exploit, which dwelt njHm his 
imagination, and was cherished as the child of his 
old age ; for though he could not with decency re- 
hearse it to the young men, and his wife, at supper, 
ho gave shrewd hints of his own manhood, even at | 
these years, and attested Hatchway as a voucher 
flir his mettle ; wdiile the triumvirate, diverted hy 
bis vanity, enjoyed in secret the success of their 
imposition. 

CHAPTER XXXITI. 

rrrt'jjrine takes his leave of his Aunt and Sister— Sets out 
lron» the Garrison — Parts with his Uncle and Hatchway 
on the lload, and, with his Governor, arrives in safety at 
Dover. 

This, however, was the last effort of invention 
^hich they nractised noon him : and eviwv thiner 
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being nowr prepared for the departure of his god- 
son, that hopeful youth, in two days, took leave of 
all ins friends in the neighbourhood. He was clo- 
seted two whole hours with his aunt, who enriched 
him with many pious advices, recapitulated all the 
benefits wdiich, through her means, had been con- 
ferred upon him since his infancy, cautioned him 
against the temptations of lewd women, who bring 
many a man to a morsel of bread ; laid strict in- 
junctions upon him to live in the fear of tlie Lord, 
and the true I’rotestaut faith, to eschew quarrels and 
contentions, to treat IMr. , loiter with reverence and 
regard, and, above all things, to abstain from the 
beastly sin of drunkenness, which exposed a man 
to the scorn and eonteiuiit of his fellow' -creatures, 
and, hy divesting him of reason and reflection, ren- 
dered him fit for all manner of vice and dehauehery. 
She recommended to him economy, and the care of 
his health -hade him remember the honour of his 
family ; and, in all thi* circumstances of his beha- 
viour, assured him, that he might ahvays depend 
upon the friendsliij) and generosity of the commo- 
don*. Finally, xu'osenting him w ith her own pie 
tiire, set in gold, and a hundred guineas from her 
privy purse, she embraced him affectionatel}, and 
wished him all manner of haiipiuess and ]>rosperity. 

Being thus kindly dismissed hy Mrs. Trunnion, 
he locked himsidf np with his sister Julia, wdiom he 
admonished to cultivate her aunt with the most 
complaisant and respectful attention, without stoop- 
ing to any circiunstanee of suhmisMon tliat she 
should judg<* unworthy of her pnietiee ; he pro- 
tested, that his chief study should he to make her 
amends for the ])nvilege she had forl(*ited hy her 
aifeetion for liim ; entreated her to enter into no 
engagement without his knowledge and approba- 
tion ; put into her hand the purse which lie had 
received from liis aunt, to defray her pocket ex- 
penses in his absence, and parted from her, not 
without fears, after she had for some minutes hung 
about his neck, kissing him, and w eeping iii the 
most pathetic silence. 

Having performed these duties of affection and 
consanguinity over night, he wTiit to bed, and w as, 
hy liis owm direction, called at four o’clock in the 
morning, when he found the post-ehaise, coach, 
and riding horses, ready at tlui gate, his friends 
(iauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the commodore 
himself almost dressed, and every servant in the 
garrison assembled in the yard to wish him a good 
journe>. Our hero shook each of these liimihle 
friends by the hand, tijiping them at the same time 
with marks of his lionnly ; and was very much sur- 
prised when he could not perceive his old attendant 
Pipes among the ninnher. When he expressed his 
wonder at this disrespectful omission of 'fom, some 
of those presmit ran to his clianiher, in order to 
give him a call, hut Ids hammock and room were 
both deserted ; and they soon returned with an ac- 
count of his having eloped, rcregrine was dis- 
turbed at this iiifoniiation, believing that the fellow 
liad taken some desperate course in consequence of 
his being dismissed from his service, and began to 
wish that he had indulged his inclination by retain- 
ing him still about his person. However, as there 
was now no other remedy, he recommended him 
strenuously to the particular favour and distinction 
of his uncle and Ilatchway, in case he should ap- 
pear again ; and, as he went out of the gate, was 
saluted with three cheers hy all the domestics in the 
family. The commodore. Gauntlet, lieutenant. 
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Peregrine, and Jolter, went into the coach together, 
that they might enjoy each other’s conversation as 
much as possible, resolving to breakfast at an inn 
upon the road, where Trunnion and Hatchway in- 
tended to bid our adventurer farewell ; the valet- 
dC'Chambre got into the post-chaise, the French 
lacquey rode one horse, and led another ; one of 
the valets of the garrison mounted at the back of 
the coach, and thus the cavalcade set out on tlie 
road to Hover. As the commodore could not bear 
the fatigue of jolting, tliey travelled at an easy j)ace 
during the first stage, so that the old gentleman 
had an oppportuiiity of communicating his exhor- 
tations to his godson, with regard to his conduct 
abroad ; lie advised him, now that he was going 
into foreign parts, to be upon his guard against the 
fair weather of the French jiolitesse, which was no 
more to be trusted than a whirlpool at sea. He 
observed, that many young men had gone to T*aris 
with good cargoes of sense, and returned with a 
great deal of canvass, and no ballast at all ; whereby 
tiiey became crank all the days of their lives, and 
sometimes carried their keels above water. He de- 
sired Mr. Jolter to keep his pupil out of theelutches 
of those sharking ]triests, who lie in wait to make 
converts of all young strangers; and, in aimrticular 
manner, cautioned the youth against carnal conver- 
sation with the Parisian dames, who, he under- 
stood, were no better than gaudy fii\‘ahips, ready 
primed with death and destruction. 

Peregrine listened with great respect, tlianking 
him for his kind admonitions, which he faithfully 
promised to observe. They halted and breakfasted 
at the cud of the stage, where Jolter provided him- 
self with a horse ; and the commodore settled the 
method of corresfiouding with his nephew. The 
minute of parting being arrived, the old commander 
wrung his godson by the hand, saying, “ I wish 
thee a prosperous voyage, and good cheer, my lad; 
my timbers are now a little crazy, d’ye see ; and 
God knows if I shall keej) afloat till such time as 1 
see thee again ; but howsomever, hap what will, 
thou wilt find thyself in a condition to keep in the 
line with the best of thy fellows.” He then re- 
minded Gauntlet of his jn’ornise to call at the 
garrison in his return from Dover, and imparted 
sonietliing in a w liisper to the governor, while Jack 
Hatchway, unable to speak, pulled his hat over his 
eyes, and, squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave 
him an iron pistol of curious w orkmanship, us a 
memorial of his friendship. Our youth, who w'as 
not unmoved on this oeeasioii, recei ved the pledge, 
wliich he acknowledged wdtli tlie present of a silver 
tobacco-box, bought for that purpose ; and the two 
lads of the castle getting into the coach, were driven 
homewards in a state of silent dej<'etion. 

(lodfrey and Peregrine seated themselves in the 
postchaise, and Jolter, the valet -de-chambre, and 
lae<juey, bestriding their beasts, they proceeded for 
the place of their destination, at which they arrived 
in safety that same night, and bespoke a passage in 
the packet-boat, which was to sail next day. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 

lie adjusts the method of his Correspondence with Gauntlet ; 
meets by Accident with an Italian Charlatan, and a certain 
Apothecary, who proves to be a noted Character, 

There the two friends adjusted the articles of 
their future correspondence; and Peregrine having 


written a letter to his mistress, wherein he renewed 
his former vows of eternal fidelity, it was intrusted 
to the care of her brother ; while Mr. Jolter, at the 
desire of his pupil, provided an elegant supper, and 
some excellent Burgundy, that they might spend 
this eve of his departure with the greater enjoyment. 

Things being thus disposed, and a servant em- 
ployed in laying the cloth, their ears were of a 
sudden invaded by a strange tumultuous noise in 
the next room, occasioned b)' the overthrow of ta- 
bles, chairs, and glasses, with odd unintelligible 
exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of 
threats in the Welsh dialect. Our young gentlemen 
ran immediately into the apartment from whence 
this clamour seemed to proceed, and found a thin, 
ineagi'e, sm arthy figure, gasping in all tlie agony of 
fear, under the hands of a squat, thick, hard-fea- 
tured man, who collared him with great demon- 
strations of wrath, saying, “ If you was as mighty 
a magician as Owen Giendow(‘r, or the witch of 
Entor, look you, ay, or as l*aul Beor himself, 1 wdll 
raeke j>old, by the assistance of Got, and in Ihs 
Majesty’s naam, to seize and secure, and coniine 
and confrimt you, until siicli time as you suffer and 
endure and undergo the pains and penalties of the 
law, for your diabolical jiractices. vShentlements,” 
added he, turning to our adventurers, “I take you 
to witness that 1 protest and assert and avow, tliat 
this person is as pig a necromancer as you would 
desire to behold ; and I supplicate and beseecli and 
entreat of you, that he may be prougbt pefore his 
])etters, and comjielled to give an account of his 
compact and eommeree with the imps of darkness, 
look you ; for as 1 am a ( Uiristian soul, and hope 
for joyful resurrection, T have this plessed evening 
seen him perform such things as could not he done 
without the aid and instruction and connivance of 
the tevil.” 

Gauntlet seemed to enter into the sentiments of 
this Welsh reformer, and actually laid hold on the 
delinquent’s slioulder, crying, ''*1) — n the rascal! 
ril lay any wager that he’s a Jesuit, for none of 
his order travel without a familiar.” But Peregrine, 
who looked upon the affair in another point of 
view, interposed in behalf of the stranger, whom 
he freed from his aggressors, observing that there 
was no occasion to use violence, and asked in 
French what he had done to incur the censure of 
the informer. The poor foreigner, mort* dead than 
alive, answered that he was an Italian charlatan, 
wdio had jiractiscd with some reputation in Fadua, 
until he had the misfortune to attract the notice of 
the inquisition, hy exhibiting certain wonderful 
jierformances by his skill in natural knowledge, 
w^hich that tribunal considered as the effects of 
sorcery, and persecuted him accordingly ; so that 
he had been fain to make a precipitate retreat into 
France, whore not finding his account in his talents, 
he was now arrived in England, with a view of 
practising his art in J.ondon ; and that, in conse- 
([uence of a specimen which he had given to a 
company below, the choleric gentleman had fol- 
lowed him up stairs to his own apartment, and 
assaulted him in that inhospitable manner. He 
therefore earnestly begged that our hero would take 
him under his protection; and if he entertained the 
least suspicion of his employing preternatural means 
in the operations of his art, he would freely com- 
municate all the secrets in his possession. 

The youth dispelled his apprehension, by assuring 
him that he was in no danger of suffering for his art 
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m England, where, if ever he should be questioned 
by the zeal of superstitious individuals, he had no- 
thing to do hut appeal to the next justice of the 
peace, who would immediately quit him of the 
charge, and punish his accusers for their imperti- 
nence and discretion. 

Jle then told Gauntlet and the Welshman that 
the stranger had a good action against them for an 
assault, by virtue of an act of parliament, which 
makes it criminal for any j)erson to accuse another 
of sorcery and witchcraft, these idle notions being 
now justly exploded by all sensible men. Mr. 
.loiter, wlio had by this time joined the company, 
could not help signifying his dissent from this 
opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to in- 
validate by the authority of Scripture, quotations 
from the fatht‘rs, and the confession of many 
wretches wdio suffered death for having carried on 
correspondence with evil spirits, together with the 
evidence of Satan’s invisibli* word, and Morcton’s 
History of Witchcraft. 

The soldier corroborated these testimonies by 
facts that luid happened within the sphere of his 
own knowledge ; and, in particular, mentioned the 
case of an old woman in the parish in which he 
was born, wlio usi‘(l to transform herself into the 
shapes of sundry animals, and Avas at last killed by 
small shot in tlu‘ character of a hare. 'l’h<‘ Welsh- 
man thus supported, (*xprcss(*dhis surpris(* at hearing 
that the legislature had shown such tenderness for 
criminals of so dark a hue ; and offered to prove, 
by undeniable instances, that there was not a moun- 
tain in Wales which had not been in his memory 
the scene of necromancy and witchcraft. “ Where- 
fore,” said he, “ I am assuredly more than apove 
astonished and confounded and concerned, that thi‘ 
parliament of Great Pritain should in their great 
wisdoms, and their prudence, and their penetration, 
give countenance and encouragement, look you, to 
the works of darkness and tlie eminre of P^zepnp ; 
ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and those 
writers who have been quoted by that aggurate and 
learned sheiitleman, we are informed by profane 
history of the jiribblcs, and pranks of the ohl ser- 
pent, in the horteiits and oracles of antiquity; as ' 
you will tind in tliat most excellent historian Holy- , 
pins, and 'I’itus J^isius , ay, and moreofer, in the 
Commentaries of .Julius (’a^sar himself, who, as 
the ole world knows, was a most famous, and a 
most failant, and a most wise, and a most pru- 
dent, and a most fortunate ehiftan, and a most re- 
nowned orator ; ay, and a most elegant writer to 
hoot.” 

I’ercgrine did not think proper to enter the lists 
of dispute with three* such obstinate antagonists; 
l>ut contented himself with saying, that he believed 
it would be no difficult matter to impugn the argu- 
ments they had advanced, though he did not 
find himself at all disposed to undertake the task, 
which must of course break in upon the evening’s 
entertainment. He therefore invited the Italian to 
supper, and asked the same favour of his accuser, 
who seemed to have something curious and charac- 
teristic in his manner and disposition, resolving to 
make himself an eye-witness of those surprising 
feats, which had given offence to the choleric Briton. 
This scrupulous gentleman thanked our hero for 
his courtesy, hut declined communicating with the 
stranger, until his cliaracter should he further ex- 
plained; upon which his inviter, after some con- 
versation with the charlatan, assured him that he 


would himself undertake for the innocence of hii 
art; and then he was prevailed upon to favour 
them with his company. 

Ill the course of the conversation. Peregrine 
learnt that the Welshman was a surgeon of Can- 
terbury, who had bec'n called into a consultation at 
Dover, and, understanding that his name was Morgan, 
took the liberty of asking if he was not the person 
so respectfully mentioned in the Adventures of 
Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan assumed a look 
of gravity and importance at this interrogation, 
and, screwing up his mouth, answered, “ Mr. Ran- 
tura, my gootsir, I believe upon my conscience and 
salfution. is my very goot frient and well-wisher; 
and he and 1 have been companions, and messmates, 
and fellow -sufferers, look you ; hut nevertheless, 
for all that, peradventure he hath not pehaved with 
so much complaisance, and affability, and respect, 
as 1 might have expected from him ; jiecaiise he 
hath revealed, and tivulged, and published our pri- 
vate affairs, v^ithout my knowledge, and privity, 
and consent ; but as Got is my Saviour, 1 tliink he 
had no evil intention in his pelly : and though there 
be certain persons, look you, who, as 1 am told, 
take upon them to laugh at his diseriptions of my 
person, deportment, and conversation, 1 do affirm 
and maintain, and insist with my heart, and my 
ploot, and my soul, that those persons arc no petter 
than ignorant asst's, and that they know not how to 
discern, and distinguish, and define true ridicule, 
or, as Aristotle calls it, the to geUmm^ no more, look 
you, than a ht*rd of mountain goats ; for 1 will 
make pold to observe, and I hope this goot company 
will be of the same opinion, that there is nothing 
said of me in that performance which is unworthy 
of a (’hristian and a shentleman.”* 

Our young gentleman and his friends acijuiesced 
in the justness of his observation. J^eregnne par- 
ticularly assured him, that, from reading the hook, 
he had conceived the utmost regard and veneration 
for his cliaracter; and that he thought liimself ex- 
tremely fortunate in having this opportunity of 
enjoying his conversation. Morgan, not a little 
proud of such advances from a ]>erson of Pere- 
grine’s apjiearance, returned the compliment witn 
a profusion of civility, and, in the warmth of ac- 
knowledgment, expressed a desire of seeing him 
and his company at liis house in Canterbury : “ I 
will not pretend or presume, kind sir,” said he, “ to 
entertain you according to your merits and desi‘rts ; 
but you shall be as welcome to my poor cottage, 
and my wife and family, as the Prince of Wales 
himself ; and it shall go hard, if, one way or other, 

1 do not find ways and means of making you con- 
fess that there is some goot fellowship in an ancient 
Priton. Eor, though 1 am no petter than a simple 
apothecary, I have as goot piood circulating in my 
veins as any he in the country (and 1 can describe 
and delineate, and demonstrate my jicdigree to the 
satisfaction of the ’ole ’orld; and moreover, by 
Got’s goot providence and assistance, I can afford 
to treat my friend w ith a joint of goot mutton, and 
a pottle of excellent wine, and no tradesman can 
jieard me with a bill.” He w^as congratulated on 
his happy situation, and assured that our youth 
would visit him on his return from France, pro- 
vided he should take (’Canterbury on his route. As 
2>ert*grine manifested an inclination of being ac- 
ipiainted with the state of his affairs, he very com- 
plaisantly satisfied his curiosity, by giving him to 
know, that his spouse had left off breeding, after 
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having blessed him with two boys and a girl, who 
were still alive and we|l; that he lived in good 
esteem with his neighbours, and by his practice, 
which was considerably extended immediately 
after the publication of Roderick Random, had 
saved some thousand pounds. He had begun to 
think of retiring among his own relations in Gla- 
morganshire, though his wife had made objections to 
this proposal, and opposed the execution of it with 
pch obstinacy, that he had been at infinite pains 
in asserting liis own prerogative, by convincing 
her, both from reason and example, that he was 
king and priest in his own family, and that she 
owed the most implicit submission to his w’ill. He 
likewise informed the company, that he had lately 
seen his friend Roderick, who had come from 
London on purpose to visit him, after having gained 
his law -suit with Mr. 'J'ophall, who was obliged to 
pay blarcissa’s fortune; that Mr. Random, in all 
appearance, led a very happy life in the conversa- 
tion of his father and bedfellow, by whom he en- 
joyed a son and daughter ; and that Morgan had 
received, in a present from him, a piece of very 
fine* linen, of his wife’s own making, several kits of 
salmon, and two casks of pickled pork, the most 
delicate he had ever tasted, together with a barrel 
of excellent herrings for salmagundy, which he 
knew to be his favourite dish. 

'riiis topic of conversation being discussed, the 
Italian was desired to exliibit a specimen of his art, 
and in a few minutes conducted the company into 
the next room, where, to their great astonisliment 
and affright, they beheld a thousand serjients 
winding along the ceiling. Morgan, struck with 
this iihenomenon, which he had not semi before, 
began to utt(*r exorcisms with great d<‘votion, Mr. 
Joker ran terrified out of the room, Gauntlet drew 
his hanger, and I’eregrinc liimself was discon- 
cert (‘d. The operator perceiving their confusion, 
desired them to retire, and calling them back in 
an instant, there was not a viper to lie seen. Tie 
raised thair admiration by sundry other jierforin- 
ances, the Weshinan’s former opinion and 
ul^<ir(*-'ftce of his character b(‘gan to recur, when, 
ii *CriisIderation of the civility with which he had 
been treated, this Italian imparted to them all the 
methods by which he had acted such wonders, that 
were no otlier than the effects of natural c;mses 
curiously comhined; so tliat Morgan became a 
convert to bis skill, asked pardon for the suspicion 
he had entertained, and invited the stranger to pass 
a few days with him at (’anterbury. The scruples 
of Godfrey and Jolter were removed at the same 
time, and Peregrine testified his approbation h> a 
handsome gratuity which he bestowed ujion their 
entertainer. 

^riie evening being spent in this sociable man- 
ner, every man retired to his respective chamber, 
and next morning they breakfasted together, w lien 
IMorgan declared he would stay till he should see 
our hero fairly embarked, that he might have the 
]>leasuve of Mr. Gauntlet’s eomjiany to his own 
liabitation. IVIean while, by the skip])cr’s advice, 
the servants w ere ordered to carry a store of wine 
and provision on board, in case of accident ; and, 
as the packet-boat could not sail before one o'clock, 
the company walked up hill to visit the castle, 
where they saw the sword of Julius Cu’sar, and 
Queen Elizabeth’s pocket-pistol, repeated Shak- 
spere's description, while they surveyed the chalky 
Cliffs on each side, and cast their eyes towards the 


city of Calais, that was obscured by a thick cloud, 
which did not much regale their eyesight, because 
it seemed to portend foul weather. 

Having viewed every thing remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the pier, where, after the 
compliments of parting, and an affectionate em- 
brace between the two young gentlemen. Peregrine 
and his governor stepped aboard, the sails were 
hoisted, and they went to sea with a fair wind, 
while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjuror w’jilked 
back to the inn, from wdicnce they set out for Can- 
terbury, before dinner. 


CHAPTER XXXy. 

He enibarlvS for France — Is overtaken by a Storm — Is sur- 
prised with the appearance of Pipes — Lands at Calais, and 
has an Atfray with the Olheers of the Custoin-hou&e. 

Scaucf. had the vessel proceeded two leagues on 
the passage, when the wind shifting, blew directly 
in their teeth ; so that they were obliged to haul 
upon a wind, and alter their course. 'Phe sea run- 
iiiiig pretty high at the same lime, our hero, w ho w as 
below in Ins cabin, Ix'gan to be squeamish, and, in 
consequence of the skipper’s advice, went uiion the 
deck for the comfort of liis stomach ; wdiile the 
governor, experienced in these disasters, slipt into 
bed, where he lay at bis ease, amusing himself with 
a treatise on the cycloid, w ith algebraical demon- 
strations, which never failed to engage his imagina- 
tion in the most agreeable inanner. 

In the mean time the wind increased to a 'very 
bard gale, the vessel pitched with great violence, 
the sea waslu'd oven- tlu‘ decks, the master was 
alarmed, the crew^ were confounded, the passengers 
were overwhelmed with sickness and fear, and 
universal distraction ensued. In the midst of this 
uproar, Ik^regrine holding fast by the taftrill, 
and looking ruefully ahead, the countenance of 
J’ipes* presented itself to his astonished view% rising 
as it w'cre from the hold of the ship. At first he 
imagined it w’as a fear-formed shadow^ of his own 
brain, thougli he did not remain long in this terror, 
but plainly perceived that it was no other than the 
real person of Thomas, who, jimi])ingou the quarter- 
deck, took charge of the helm, and dictated to the 
sailors with as iimcli authority as if he had lx*eii 
eoiiimaiider of the sbiji. 'riu* skipjier looked upon 
liiiu as au angel sent to his assistance, and the er<,‘\v, 
soon discovering him to he a thoroiigh-hred sea- 
man, notwithstanding his livery frock, obeyed his 
orders with such alacrity, that in a little time the 
confusion vanished, and every necessary step was 
taken to weather the gale. 

Our young geiitleiuaii immediately conceived 
the meaning of Tom's appearance on hoard, and, 
when the tumult was a little subsided, went up, 
and encouraged him to exert himself lor the })re- 
servation of the ship, tivomisiiig to take him again 
into his service, from which he should never lie 
dismissed, exeiqit at his own desire. ’Phis assurance 
had a surprising effect upon l*ipes, who, though he 
made no manner of reply, thrust the helm into the 
master’s hand, saying, “Here, you old humboat 
woman, take hold of the tiller, and keep her thus, 
hoy, thus and skipped about the vessel, triiniiiing 
the sails, and managed the ropes with such agility 
and skill, that every body on deck stood amazed at 
his dexterity. 

Mr. Jolter was far from being unconcerned at 
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the uncommon motion of the Tcssel, the singing oi 
the wind, and the uproar which he heard above 
him ; he looked towards the cabin door with the 
most fearful expectation, in hope of seeing some 
person who could give some account of the weather, 
and what was doing upon deck; but not a soul 
appeared, and he was too well acquainted with the 
disposition of his own bowels to make the least 
alteration in his attitude. When he had lain a 
good while in all the agony of suspense, the boy 
tumbled headlong into his apartment with such 
noise, that he believed the mast had gone by the 
board, and starting upright in his bed, asked, with 
all the symptoms of horror, what was tlie cause of 
that disturbance ? The boy, half stunned by his 
fall, answered in a dolorous tone, “ I’m come to put 
up the dead-liglits.” At the mention of dead- 
lights, the meaning of which he did not understand, 
the poor governor’s heart died within him, and he 
shivered with despair. His recollection forsaking 
him, he fell upon his knees in the bed, and fixing 
his eyes upon the book which was in his hand, 
began to pronounce aloud with great fervour, “The 
time of a comjiletc* oscillation in the cjcloid, is to 
the time in which a body would fall through the 
axis of the cycloid 1 ) V, as the cireumfereiK'e of a 
circle to its diameter.” He would in all likelihood 
have proceeded with the demonstration of this pro- 
position, had he not beiui seizi‘dwith such a qualm, 
as compelled him to drop the book, and accommo- 
date himself to the emergency of his distemper ; 
he therefore stretched himst‘lf at full hmgth, and, 
putting up ejaculations to heaven, began to prepare 
himself for his latter end, when all of a sudden the 
noise above was intermitt(‘d ; and, as he could not 
conceive the cause of this tremendous silence, he 
imagined that either the men w'cre washed over- 
board, or that, desjiairing of saftdy, they had ceased 
to ojipose the tempest. While he was hafrow'ed 
by this miserable uncertainty, which, however, wuis 
not altogether unenlightened by some scattered rays 
of hope, the master entered the cabin ; then he 
asked, w^ith a voice half extinguished by fear, how 
matters went upon deck? and the skijiper, w ith a 
large bottle of brandy a])])lit>d to his mouth, an- 
swered in a hollow tone, “All’s over now% master.” 
Upon w'liieh, INfr. .Toiler, giving himself over for 
lost, exelaimed Avith tlie utmost horror, “J^ordhave 
inerey upon ns ! (’hrist have mercy upon us!” and 
repeated this snpi)lication as it were meehanically, 
until the master undeceived him, hy explaining the 
n.eaning of Avhat he had said, and assuring him 
that the squall was ov<*r. 

Such a sudden transition rrora fear to joy occa- 
sioned a violent agitation both in his mind and 
body ; and it was a full (juarter of an hour before 
he recovered tlie right use of his organs. By* this 
time the weather cleared up, the Avind began to 
blow again from the right corner, and the spires of 
(Calais apjieared at the distance of five leagues so 
that the countenances of all on hoard w<Te lighted 
up with joyous expectation; and Peregrine, ven- 
turing to go down into the cabin, comforted his 
governor with an account of the happy turn of 
their affairs. 

Joker, transported with the tlioughts of a speedy 
landing, began to launch out in jiraise of that 
country for which they were hound. He ohserA'cd, 
that France was the land of politeness and hos- 
pitality, Avhich were conspicuous in the behaviour 

all ranks and degrees, from the peer to the pea- 


sant ; that a gentleman and a foreigner, far from 
being insulted and imposed upon by the lower class 
of people, as in England, was treated with the ut- 
most reverence, candour, and respect ; that their 
fields were fertile, their climate pure and healthy, 
their farmers rich and industrious, and the subjects 
in general the happiest of men. He would have 
prosecuted this favourite theme still farther, had 
not his pupil been obliged to run upon deck, in 
consequence of certain warnings he received from 
his stomach. 

'J’hc skipper seeing his condition, very honestly 
reminded him of the cold ham and fowls, with a 
basket of Aunne, which he had ordered to be sent 
on board, and asked if he w’ould have the cloth 
laid below. He could not have chosen a more 
seasonable opportunity of manifesting his oaa'ii dis- 
iuteri'stedness. J’eregrine made wry faces at the 
mention of food, bidding him, for (Uirist’s sake, 
talk no more on that subject. He then descended 
into the cabin, ami put the same question to JNlr. 
Joker, who, he knew, entertained the same abhor- 
•cnce for bis proposal ; and, mei'ting with the like 
reception from him, Avent betw een decks, and re- 
peated bis courteous jiroffer to the valet-de-chambre 
and laequiy, who lay spraw'Iing in all the* pangs of 
11 double evaenation, and rejcTted bis civility wdth 
Ibe most horrible loathing. Thus baffled in all his 
kind endeavours, lie ordered bis boy to secure the 
provision in one of bis own lockers, according to 
the custom of tb(‘ ship. 

It bt‘iiig low water w hen they arrived on the 
Fnmcli coast, the vessel eould not enter the har- 
liour, and tliey w ere obliged to bring to, and widt 
for a boat, which in less than lialf an hour came 
alongside from the shore. J\Ir. Joker now came 
upon deck, and snuffing up the French air with 
>iyi*»ptoms of infinite satisfaction, asked of the boat- 
men (Avith the friendly appellation of Mes enfanft) 
what they demanded for transporting liim and his 
pupil, with their baggage*, to the pier. But how 
was lie discoiieerted, Avheii those polite, candid, 
reasonable watermen demanded a loins d’or for 
that service! I’eregrine, with a sarcastic snver, 
ohsiTvcd, that he already bi-gan to perceive the 
justice of his encomiums on tlie French ; and the 
disappointed governor could say iiotliing in his own 
vindication, but that they were debauched by their 
intercourse Avilli the inhabitants of Dover. His 
pupil, however, w as so much olfended at their ex- 
tortion, that he absolutely refused to employ them, 
even when they abated one half in their demand, 
and swore he w'ould stay on hoard till the packet 
should be able to enter the harbour, rather than 
encourage such imposition. 

The master, who, in all probability, had some 
sort of fellow feeling wdtli the boatmen, in vain 
represented, that he eould not Avitli sal'ety lie to, or 
anchor upon a lee-shore ; our hero having cousiilted 
Pipes, answere<l, that be had hired his A’essel to 
transport him to (’alais, and that he w ould oblige 
him to perforin wdiat he had undertaken. 

The skijqier, \*ery imieli mortified at this ])eremp- 
tory reply, Avhieh Avas not ov(*r and above agreeable 
to Mr. Joker, dismissed the boat, notwithstanding 
the solicitations and condescension of the w'ater- 
men. Running a little farther in shore, they came 
to an anchor, and Avaited till there was water 
enough to float them over the bar. Then they 
stood into the harbour, and our gentleman, with 
his attendants and baggage, Avere landed on the 
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pier by the sailors, whom he liberally rewarded for 
their trouble. 

He was immediately plied by a great number of 
porters, who, like so many hungry wolves, laid hold 
on his luggage, and began to carry it off piecemeal, 
without his order or direction. Incensed at this 
officious insolence, he commanded them to desist, 
with many oaths and opprobrious terms that his 
anger suggested ; and, perceiving that one of them 
did not seem to pay any regard to what he said, 
but marched off with his burden, he snatched a 
cudgel out of his lacquey’s hand, and, overtaking 
the fellow in a twinkling, brought him to the 
ground with one blow. lie was instantly sur- 
rounded by the whole congregation of this canaille, 
who resented the injury which their brother had 
sustained, and would have taken immediate satis- 
faction of tlie aggressor, had not Pipes, seeing his 
master involved, brought the whole crew to his 
assistance, and exerted himself so manfully, that 
the enemy were obliged to retreat wdth many marks 
of defeat, and menaces of interesting the comman- 
dant in their quarrel. Jolter, who knew and 
dreaded the power of the French governor, began 
to shake with apprehension, when he heard their 
repeated thr(*ats ; but they durst not apply to this 
magistrate, who, upon a fair representation of the 
case, would have punished them severely for their 
rapacious and insolent behaviour. Peregrine, with- 
out further molestation, availed himself of his own 
attendants, m ho shouldered his baggage, and fol- 
lowed him to the gate, where they were stopped by 
the sentinels, until their names should be registered. 

Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examination 
before, resolved to profit by his experience, and 
cunningly represented his pupil as a young English 
lord. This intimation, supported by the appear- 
ance of his equipage, was no sooner communicated 
to the officer, than he turned out the guard, and 
ordered his soldiers to rest upon their arms, while 
his lordship passed in great state to the Lton iC Ar- 
gent, where he took up his lodgings for the night, 
resolving to set out for Paris next morning in a 
post-chaise. 

The governor triumphed greatly in this piece of 
complaisance and respect with which they hadlieen 
honoured, and resumed his beloved topic of dis- 
course, in applauding the method and subordination 
of the French government, which was better cal- 
culated for maintaining order, and protecting the 
people, than any constitution upon earth. Of their 
courteous attention to strangers, there needed no 
other proof than the compliment which had been 
paid to them, together with the governor’s con- 
nivance at Peregrine’s employing his own servants 
in carrying the baggage to the inn, contrary to the 
privilege of the inhabitants. 

While he expatiated with a remarkable degree 
of self-indulgence on this subject, the valet-de- 
chambre coming into the room, interrupted his 
harangue, by telling his master that their trunks 
and portmanteaus must be carried to the custom- 
house, in order to be searched, and sealed with 
lead, which must remain untouched until their 
arrival at Paris. 

l*eregrine made no objection to this practice, 
which was in itself reasonable enough ; but when 
he understood that the gate was besieged by another 
multitude of porters, who insisted upon their right 
of carrying the goods, and also of fixing their own 
nricc, he absolutely refused to comply with their 


demand. Nay, he chastised some of the most cls" 
morons among them with his foot, and told them, 
that if their customhouse officers had a mind to 
examine his baggage, they might come to the inn for 
that purpose. The valet-de-chambrc was abashed 
at this boldness of his master’s behaviour, which, 
the lacquey, shrugging up his shoulders, observed, 
was bien a VAiujmse; while the governor repre- 
sented it as an indignity to the whole nation, and 
endeavoured to persuade his pupil to comply with 
the custom of the place. But Peregrine’s natural 
haughtiness of disposition hindered him from giving 
ear to Jolter’s wholesome advice; and, in less than 
half an hour, they observed a file of musketeers 
marching up to the gate. At sight of this de- 
tachment the tutor trembled, the valet grew pale, 
and the lacquey crossed himself; but our hero, 
without exhibiting any other symptoms than those 
of indignation, met them on the threshold, and, with 
a ferocious air, demanded their business. The cor- 
poral, who commanded the file, answered with great 
deliberation, that he had orders to convey his bag- 
gage to the customhouse; and seeing the trunks 
standing in the entry, ])laced his men between them 
and the owner, while the porters that followed took 
them up, and proceeded to the Douane without 
opposition. 

Pickle was not mad enough to dispute the au- 
thority of this message ; but, in order to ^all, and 
specify his contempt for those who brought it, he 
called aloud to his valet, desiring him, in French, 
to accompany his things, and see that none of his 
linens and cflects should be stolen by the searchers. 
The corporal, mortified at this satirical insinuation, 
darted a look of resentment at the author, as if he 
had been interested for the glory of his nation, and 
told him, that he could perceive he was a stranger 
in France, or else he would have saved himself the 
trouble of such a needless precaution. 

CHAPTER XXXVT. 

He makes a fruitless Attempt in Gallantry — Departs for 

Boulogne, where he spends the Evening with certain 
English Exiles. 

Having thus yielded to the hand of power, he in- 
quired if there was any other English company in 
the house ; when, understanding that a gentleman 
and lady lodged in the next apartment, and had 
bespoke a post-chaise for l*aris, he ordered Pipes 
to ingratiate himstdf with their footman, and, if 
possible, learn their names and condition, while he 
and Mr. Jolter, attended by the lacquey, took a turn 
round the ramparts, and viewed the particulars of 
the fortification. 

Tom was so very successful in his inquiry, that 
when his master returned, he was able to givt; him 
a satisfactory account of his fellow^-lodgers, in con- 
sequence of having treated his brother with a bottle 
of w ine. The people in (picstion were a gentleman 
and his lady lately arrived from England, in their 
way to Paris. I’he husband was a man of good 
fortune, who had been a libertine in his youth, and a 
professed declaimer against matrimony. He wanted 
neither sense nor experience, and piqued himself in 
I)articular upon his art of avoiding tlie snares of 
the female sex, in which he pretended to be deeply 
versed. But, notwithstanding all his caution and 
skill, he had lately fallen a sacrifice to the attrac- 
tions of an oyster wench, who had found means to 
decoy him into the bands of wedlock ; and, in order 
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to evade the compliments and congratulations of 
his friends and acquaintance, he had come so far 
on a tour to l*aris, where he intended to initiate has 
spouse in the beau monde. In the mean time he 
chose to live upon the reserve, because her natural 
talents had as yet. received but little cultivation ; 
and he had not the most implicit confidence in her 
virtue and discretion, which, it seems, had like to 
have yielded to the addresses of an officer at Can- 
terbury, who had made shift to insinuate himself 
into her acquaintance and fiivour. 

Teregrine’s curiosity being inflamed by this in- 
formation, he lounged about the yard, in hopes of 
seeing the dulcinea wlu) had captivated the old 
bachelor ; and at length, observing her at a window, 
took the liberty of bowing to her with great respect. 
She returned tlie comjdiment with a curtsey, and 
appeared so decent in her dress and manner, that, 
iinlchs he had been ])reviousIy informed of her for- 
mer life and conversation, lie never would have 
dreamed that her education was different from that 
of other ladies of fashion ; so easy is it to acquire 
that external deportment on wliich people of con- 
dition value themselves so much. Mot but that 
Mr. Tickle pretended to distinguish a eertain vulgar 
audacity in her countenance, wliieh, in a lady of 
birth and fortune, w ould have passed for an agree- 
able vivacity that enlivens tin* aspect, and gives 
poignancy to every feature ; but as sin* possessed a 
])air of fine eyes, and a clear complexion overspread 
with the plow' of health, wliicli never fails of re- 
eomnicnding tlie owner, he could not help gazing 
at her with desire, and forming the design of making 
a compiest of her heart. With this view, he sent 
his compliments to her husband, whose name was 
llt>rnbt*ek, with an intimation, that he proposed to 
set out ue«t day for l*aris, and as he understood 
that he was resolved ujion the same jouniey, he 
should be extremely glad of his company on the 
road, if he w as not better engaged. Ilornhe?*k, who 
in all jirohahility did not choose to accommodate 
his wife with a squire of our hero’s a})pearance, sent 
a civil answer to his message, jirofessing infinite 
mortification at his being unable to embrace the 
favour of this kind ofler, by reason of the indis- 
position of his wif(*, wlio, he w'as afraid, would not 
he in a condition for some days to hear the fatigue 
of travelling. This rebuff, which Teregrine ascribed 
to the liushand’s jealousy, stifled his project in em- 
bryo; be ordered his Frencli servant to take a jilace 
for liimself in the diligence, where all his luggage 
Avas slowed, except a small trunk witli some linen 
and other necessaries, that w'as fixed upon the post- 
chaise which they hired of the landlord ; and early 
next morning he and Mr. Jolter departed from 
(lalaib, attended by his valet-de-chambre and Pipes 
on horseback. They proect*ded without any acci- 
dent us fill* as Boulogne, where they breakfasted, 
and visited old Father Graham, a Scottish gentlc- 
nian of the governor’s acquaintance, w ho had lived 
as a capuchin in that place for the space of Uiree 
score years, and during that period conformed fo 
all the austerities of the order w ith the most rigor- 
ous exactness; being equally reniurkahle for the 
frankness of his conversation, the humanity of his 
disposition, and the simplicity of his manners. From 
Boulogne they took their departure about noon, 
and, as they jirojiosed to slcej) at Abbeville, eom- 
nund(*d tlie jiostilion to drive with extraordinary 
spi'i'd. I’erhaps it was well for his cattle that the 
axle-tree gave way, and the chaise of course oAer- 


tumed, before they had travelled one-third part of 
the stage. 

This accident compelled them to return to the 
place from whence they had set out, and as they 
could not procure another convenience, thej^ found 
them-selves under the necessity of staying till their 
chaise could be refitted. Understanding that this 
operation would detain them a whole day, our young 
gentleman had recourse to his patience, and de- 
manded to know what they would have for dinner; 
the garyon or waiter thrs (questioned, vanished in 
a moment, and immediately they were surprised 
with the appearance of a strange figure, whiiih, 
from tlie extravagance of its dress and gesticulation, 
Teregrine mistook for a madman of the growth of 
France. This phantom, which, by the by, happened 
to he no other than the cook, was a tall, long-legged, 
meagre, swarthy fellow, that stooped very much ; 
his cheek-bones were remarkably raised, his nose 
bent into the shape and size of a powder-horn, and 
the sockets of his ejes as raw round the edges, as 
if the skin had been paired oft’. On his head he 
W'orc an handkerchief, w hich had once been white, 
and now served to cover the upper part of a black 
periwig, to which was attached a bag, at least a 
foot square, with a solitaire and rose that stuck up 
on each side to his oar ; so that he looked like a 
criraiiial on the pillory. Ilis back w'as accommo- 
dated with a linen waistcoat, his hands adorned with 
long ruffles of the same piece, his middle was girded 
b^ an apron tucked iqi, tliat it might not conceal 
bis Avhite silk stockings rolled ; and at his entrance 
he brandished a bloody w'eaqion full three feet in 
length. Teregrine, when be first saw him approach 
in this nK‘naeiiig attitude, put himself upon his 
guard ; but, being informed of his (lualitj, perused 
his bill of fare, and having besjwke three or four 
things for dinner, walked out with Mr. Jolter to 
view' both towns, which they had not leisur** tw 
consider minutely before. In their retum fr the 
harbour, they met with four or five gentlemen, all 
of whom seemed to look with an air of dejection, 
and, qierceiving our hero and his governor to be 
English by their dress, bowed with great respect as 
they passed. Tickle, wlio Avas naturally compas- 
sionate, felt an emotion of sympathy ; and seeing a 
person, w ho by his habit he judged to he one of 
their servants, accosted him in English, and asked 
w'lio the gentlemen Avere. The lacquey gave him 
to understand that they were his own countrymen, 
exiled from their native liomes, in conseipicnee of 
their adherence to an unfortunate and ruined cause *, 
and that they Avere gone to the sea side, aeeording 
to their daily jiractice, in order to indulge tlieir 
longing eyes with a prospect of the white cliffs of 
Albimi, which they must never more approach. 

Though our young gentleman differed widely 
from them in point of political principles, he w as 
not one of those enthusiasts who look upon every 
schism from the established articles of faith as 
d — nable, and exclude the sceptic from every be- 
nefit of liumanity and Christian forgiveness. He 
could easily comprehend liow' a man of the most 
unblcmislied morals might, by the prejudice of 
education, or indispensable attachments, be engaged 
in such a Idanieworlhy and pernicious undertaking; 
and tlnuiglit that they already siifl'ered severely for 
their iinpriidcuoe. Ik* Avas aft'ected w'ith the ac- 
count of tlu'ir duinial pilgrimage to the sea side, 
which he considered as a pathetic proof of their af- 
fliction, and invested ]\Ir. Jolter with the agreeablo 
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oiBce of goinpf to them -with a compliment in his 
name, and begging the honour of drinking a glass 
Tvith them in tlie evening. They accepted the 
proposal with great satisfaction and rt'spectful ac- 
knowledgment, and in the alternoon waited upon the 
kind inviter, who treated them with coffee, and 
would have detained them to siipjH‘r ; hut they en- 
treated the favour of his company at the house 
which they frequented, so earnestly, that he yielded 
to their solicitations, -and with his governor was 
conducted by them to the place, where th(‘y had 
provided an elegant repast, and regaled them with 
some of the best claret in France. 

It was easy fortliein to p(‘rc(‘ivc that their prin- 
cipal guest was no favourer of their state maxims, 
and therefore they industriously avoided every sub- 
ject of conversation which could give the least 
offence; not hut that they lamented their own 
situation, which cut them off from all their dearest 
connexions, and doomed them to perpetual banish- 
ment from their families and friends ; hut they did 
not, even by the most distant hint, impeach the 
justice of that sentence by which they were con- 
demned ; although one of them, who seemed to he 
about the age of thirty, wejit bitterly over his mis- 
fortune, which had involved a beloved wife and 
three children in inisiTy and distress, and, in tin* 
impatience of his grief, cursed his own fate with 
frantic imprecations. Ills companions, w ith a view 
of beguiling his sorrow, and manifesting their own 
hospitality at the same time, changed tlie tojiie of 
discourse, and circulated the Imrnpers with great 
assiduity ; so that all tlicir cares wen* overwhelmed 
and f()rg()tt(‘ii, several drinking French catches 
wen* sung, and mirth and good fellowship prevailed. 

In the midst of this elevation, which commonly 
unlocks the most liidden sentiment, and dispels 
every consideration of eaution and constraint, one 
of the entertainers, being more intoxicated than his 
fellows, proposed a toast, to whieli I'eregrine with 
some warmth exeefded, as an unmannerly insult. 
The other maintained his proposition witli indeeent 
heat ; and the disjmte beginning to grow' very se- 
rious, the coiniiany interposed, and gave Jiidgiiierit 
against their friend, vlio was so keenly reproached 
and rebuked for this imiiolite behaviour, lliat he 
retired in high diidg(*on, threatening to relinquish 
their society, and hranding them with tin* appella- 
tion of apostates from the eoninion cause. jMortified 
at the behaviour of their eoinpaiiioii, those that re- 
mained were earnest in tlu’ir a])ologies to their 
guests, whom tliey besought to forgive his hilem- 
perance, assuring them with great confidence, that 
he W'ould, upon tlie recovery of his retlection, w ait 
upon them in person, and ask pardon for the um- 
hrage he had given. 1 ’ickle was satisfied with their 
remonstrances, resumed his good huniour, and the 
night being jiretty far advanced, resisted all their 
importunities with which he was entreated to see 
another bottle go round, and was escorted to his 
own lodgings more than half seas over. Next 
morning, about eight o’cloek, he was w aked by liis 
valet-de-ehamhre, who told him tliat two of the 
gentlemen with whom he had spent the evening, 
were in the house, and desired the favour of being 
admitted into his chamber. He could not conceive 
the meaning of this extraordinary visit, and, order- 
ing his man to show them into his apartment, be- 
held the person who had affronted him enter, with 
the gentleman who had reprehended his rudeness. 

lie who had given the offence, after having made 


an apology for disturbing Mr. Pickle, told him that 
his friend there present had been with him early 
that morning, and proposed the alternative of either 
fighting with him immediately, or coming to beg 
pardon for his unmannerly deportment over night; 
that, though he liad courage enough to face any 
man in the field in a righteous cause, he w as not so 
brutal as to disobey the dictates of his own duty 
and reflection, in consequence of which, and not 
out of any regard to the otlu'r’s menaces, which he 
desjHsed, he liad now taken the liberty of inter- 
rupting Ms repo.se, that he might, as soon as pos.si- 
hle, atone for the injury he had doiu* him, which 
he protested was tlie effect of intoxication aloiu*, 
and begged his forgiveness accordingly. Our hero 
accepted of this acknowledgment very graciously, 
thanked the other gentleman for the gallant ])art ha 
had acted in liis behalf ; and, jierceiviiig that his 
companion was a little irritated at his ofheious in- 
terposition, effected a reconciliation, by convincing 
him that wdiat he had done was for the honour of 
the eonijiany. lie then kept them to hn*ukfas1, 
expressed a desire of seeing their situation alter<‘d 
for the better; and, the chaise lieiiig rejiuired, took 
leave of his entertainers, who came to wisli him a 
good journey, and with his attendants left Jioulogne 
for the second tim«. 


UlTAPTEU XXXV IT. 

Prorc'Kls for the Capital— Tiikcs up his Lodginps at IJcrnay, 
where lie is ovurUken by Mr lloinbeck, whoso II tad he 
lonys to lortily. 

During this day’s expedition, Mr. Jolter took an 
op])ortunity of imjiartiiig to Ins pupil the remarks 
he liad made upon the industry of the French, as 
an undeniable j»roof of w'hich he bad<* him cast Ins 
eyes around, and observe with w hat care evmy s])ot 
of ground was cultivated; and, from the fertility 
of that province, winch is reckoned the jioort'st iu 
France, conceive the wealth and ailliu*nce of the 
nation in general. Peregrim*, amazed as well as 
disgusted at this infatuation, answered, that what 
he ascribed to industry was the effect of mere 
wreteliedness ; the inisevahle peasants being oliliged 
to plough up every inch of ground to satisfy tlieii* 
oppressive landlords, while they themselves and 
their cattle looked like so many images of famine ; 
that their extreme jiov erty was evident from the 
face of the country, on 'which there was not one 
enclosure to he seen, or any other object, except 
scanty crops of barley and oats, which could never 
reward the toil of the husbandman ; that tlu'ir ha- 
bitations w ere no better than ])altry huts ; that, in 
twenty miles of exU'iit, not one gentleman’s house 
appeared; that nothing was more ahji-ct and for- 
lorn than the attire of their country jicoplc ; that 
the equipage of their travelling chaises was infi- 
nitely inferior to that of a dung-cart in England ; 
and that the ]iostiIlion, who then drove their car- 
nage, had neither stockings to his legs, nor a shirt 
to Ills hack. 

The governor, finding his charge so untractahle, 
resolved to leave him in tlie midst of his ow n ig- 
norance and prejudice, and reserve his observations 
for those who w'ould ])ay more deference to his 
opinion. And indeed this resolution he had often 
made, and as often broke, in the transports of his 
zeal, that frequently hurried him out of the plan of 
conduct which in his cooler moments he had laid 
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Qown. Tlicy halted for a ref reshment at Montreuil, 
and about seven in the evening arrived at a village 
called Bemay, where, while they waited for fresh 
horses, they were informed by the landlord, that 
the gates of Abbeville were shut every night 
jmnctually at eight o’clock, so that it would be im- 
possible for them to get admittance. He said, there 
was not another place of entertainment on the road 
■w here they could pass the night ; and therefore, as 
a friend, he advised them to stay at his house, where 
they would find the best of accommodation, and pro- 
ceed upon their journey betimes iti the morning. 

Mr. .loiter, though lie had ti*uvellcdon that road 
before, could not recollect wheth(*r or not mine 
host spoke truth ; but his remonstrance being 
very plausible, our hero determined to follow his 
advice, and, being conducted into an apartment, 
asked what they could have for supper, 'fhe land- 
lord mentioned every thing that was eatable in the 
house, and the whole being engrossed for the use 
of him and his attendants, he amused himself fill 
such time as it should be dressed, in strolling about 
the house, wdiich stands in a very rural situation. 
While he thus loitered away the time that hung 
heavy on his hands, another chaise arrived at the 
inn; and, u[)on impiiry, he found that the new 
comers were Mr. Hornbeek and his lady. The 
landlord, conscious of his inability to ent(‘rtain this 
second comjiany, came and begged with great 
humiliation, that Mr. Piekle w’ould spare them 
sonio part of tlie victuals he had bespoke; but he 
refused to part wdth so much as the wdng of a par- 
tridge, though at the same time he sent his coin- 
jiliments to th(‘ strangers, and, giving them to un- 
derstand how ill the house was provided for their 
reception, invited them to partake of his supper. 
Mr. Ilornheck, who w'as not deficient in point of 
jioliteness, and extremely well disposed for a re- 
lishing meal, which he had reason to expec% from 
the savoury steam that issued from the kitchen, 
could not resist this second instance of our young 
gentleman’s civility, which lu* acknowledged hy a 
message, importing tluit he and his wife would do 
tlu nisclvcs the pleasure of profiting by his courteous 
offer. Peregrine’s cheeks glowed when he found 
liimself on the eve of being acquainted with IMrs. 
Hornbeek, of whose heart lie had already made a 
eompu'st in imagination ; and he forthwith set his 
invention at w'ork to contrive some means of de- 
feating her husband’s vigilance. 

Wluui siijiper was ready, he in person gave 
uotic(‘ to his guest, and leading the lady info his 
apartimmt, seated her in an elbow chair at the 
uppiT end of the table, squeezing her hand, and 
darting a most insidious glauee at the same time, 
'i'his abru])t behaviour he practised, on tlie pre- 
sumption that a lady of her lireoding was not to he 
addressed with the tedious forms that must he ob- 
servt‘d in one’s advances to a jxprson of birth and gen- 
teel education. In all probability liis calculation was 
just ; for Mrs. Hornbeek gave no signs of discon- 
tent at this sort of treatment, but, on the contrary, 
seemed to consider it as a proof of the yomig gen- 
tleman’s regard ; and though she did not venture to 
^pen her mouth three times during the whole re- 
]iast, she showed herself particularly well satisfied 
with her entertainer, by sundry sly and significant 
looks, while her husband’s eyes were directed 
another way, and divers loud peals of laughter, 
signifying her approbation of the sallies which he 
I uttered in the course of their conversation. Her 


spouse began to be very uneasy at the frank de- 
meanour of his yokefellow, whom he endeavoured 
to check in her vivacity, by assuming a severity of 
aspect ; hut whether she obeyed the dictates of her 
own disposition, which perhaps was merry and un- 
resiTved, or wanted to punish Mr. Hornbeek for 
his jealouwsy of tempei-, certain it is, her gaiety in- 
creased to such a degree, that her husband was 
grievously alarmed and incensed at her conduct, 
and resolved to make her sensible of his dis- 
pleasure, by treading in secret upon her foes. He 
was, however, so disconcerted hy nis indignation, 
that ho mistook his mark, and applied the sharp 
heel of his shoe to the side of Mr. Jolter's foot, 
comprehending his little toe that was studded with 
an angry corn, which he invaded wdth sueh a 
sudden jerk, that the governor, unable to endurti 
the torture iii silence, started up, and, dancing on 
the floor, roari'd hideously with re])catcd bellow- 
ings, to the unspeakable enjoyment of I’eregrine 
and the lady, who laughed themselves almost into 
convulsions at the joke. Hornbeek, confounded at 
the mistake he had committed, begged jiardon of 
the injured tutor -with great contrition, protesting 
that the blow lu* had so unfortunately received Avas 
intended for an ugly cur which he tliought had 
posted himself under the table. It was lucky for 
him that there was actually a dog in the room, to 
justify this excuse, wdiich .loiter admitted v\ith the 
tears running over his cheeks ; and the (»conoiny of 
the tabl(‘ was recomposed. 

As soon, hoAvever, as the strangers eould with 
deeeney withdraw, this buspicions husband took 
his leave of tht‘ jonth, on pretence of luung fatigue<l 
Avith his journcA, after liaving, by Avay of com- 
pliment, proposed that they bhould travel together 
next day ; and Teregrine handed the ladj 1o lu'r 
cliambcr, where he wished her good night with 
another warm squeeze, Avhich she returned. 'I'liis 
favourable hint made his heart bound A\itli a 
transport of joy ; he lay in wait for an oppoilmiity 
of declaring Inmself, and seeing the husband go 
down into the yard with a candle, glided softly 
into his apartment, A(\'here he found her almost 
undressed. Impelled hy the impiduosity of his 
I)assion, Avhich AA^as still more inflamed hy her ju’c- 
sent luscious ap})earance, and encouraged hy the 
approbation she had already exjiressed, ln‘ ran 
towards her Avith eagerness, crying, “ Zounds ! 
madam, your charms are irresistible !’’ and AA ithont 
further ceremony, would have elas])ed lier in his 
arms, had she not begged liira, for the love of (Jod. 
to retire, for should Mr. Hornbeek return and find 
him there, she* would be undone for ever. He aa as 
not so blinded by his jiassion, fuit that he shaa-^ the 
reasonableness of lier fear, and as he could not pre- 
tend to crown bis Avishes at that intcrvicAv, be 
avowed himself her lover, assured her that he 
would exhaust liis AAdiole invention in finding a 
proper opportunity for throvAing himself at her 
feet; and in the mean time he ravished sundry 
small favours, which she, in the liiirry of her fright, 
could not withhold frotn his impudence of address. 
Having thus happily settled the prelinfmaries, he 
withdrew to his oavii chamber, and spent the whole 
night in contriving stratagems to elude the jealous 
caution of his fellow-traveller. 

CHAPTER XXXVJIl. 

They set out in company, Breakfast at AbbevilV. at 

Amiens, and about Eleven o’Clork arrive at Chantilly 
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where Peregrine Executeit a Plan which he had concerted 
upon Hornbeck. 

The whole coinpany, by agreement, rose and de- 
parted before day, and breakfasted at Abbeville, 
where they became acquainted with the finesse of 
their Rernay landlord, who had imposed upon 
them, in affinning that they would not have been 
Admitted after the gates were shut. From thence 
they proceeded to Amiens, where they dined, and 
were pestered by begging friars; and the roads 
being deep, it was eleven o’clock at night before 
they reached Chantilly , where they found supper 
Eilready dressed, in consequence of having de- 
spatched the valet-de-chambrc before them on 
horseback. 

The constitution of Hornbeck being very much 
impaired by a life of irregularity, he found him- 
self so fatigued with his day’s journey, which 
amounted to upwards of an hundred miles, that, 
when he sat down at table, he could scarcely sit 
upright ; and in loss than three minutes, began to 
nod in his chair. Peregrine, •who had foreseen 
and provided for this occasion, advised him to ex- 
liilarate his spirits with a glas^of wine ; and the 
[)roj)Osal being embraced, tipped bis valet-dc- 
^hambre the wink, who, according to the instruc- 
tions he had received, qualified the JUirgundy with 
thirty drops of laudanum, which this unfortunate 
husband swallowed in one glass. The dose co- 
operating w ith Ins former drowsiness, lulled him 
so fast asleep, as it w'ore instantaneously, that it 
was found necessary to convey him to his ow'ii 
phamher, where his footman undressed and put him 
to bed. Nor was dolter, naturally of a sluggish 
iisposition, able to resist his propensity to sleej), 
without suffering divers dreadful yawns, which 
pTicouraged his pupil to administer the same dose 
to him, which had operated so successfully upon the 
other Argus. Tliis cordial had not such a gentle 
effect upon the rugged organs of ,Jolter, as upon 
the more delicate nerves of Hornbeck ; hut dis- 
^•overed itself in certain involuntary startings, and 
convulsive motions in the muscles of his face ; and 
when his nature at length yielded to the power of 
this medicine, he sounded the trumpet so loud 
through his nostrils, that our adventurer was afraid 
the noise would wake his other patient, and con- 
sequently prevent the aeeomplishment of bis aim. 
The governor was therefore committed to the care 
of Pipes, who lugged him into the next room, and 
having stripped off* his clothes, tumbled him into 
his nest, while the tuo lovers remuiiied at full 
liberty to indulge their mutual passion. 

Peregrine in the inijiatieucc of his inclination, 
would have finished the fate of Hornbeek imme- 
diately ; but his inamorata disapjiroved of his in- 
tention, and represented that their being together 
by themselves for any length of time, would be ob- 
served by her servant, who w as kept as a sj)y upon 
her actions ; so that they had recourse to another 
scheme, which w'as executed in this manner:— He 
conducted her into her own apartment, in presence 
of her footman, who lighted them thither, and, 
wishing her good rest, returned to liis own cham- 
ber, w'here he w^aited till every tiling w as quiet in 
the house; then, stealing softly to her door, which 
had been left open for his admission in the dark, 
lie found the liushand still secure in the embraces 
of sleep, and the lady in a loose gown, ready to seal 
his happiness. He conveyed her to his own cham- 
ber, but his guilty passion was not gratified. 


The opium which had been given to Jolter, to- 
gether with the w ine he had drank, produced such 
a perturbation in his fancy, that he was visited with 
horrible dreams, and, among other miserable situa- 
tions, imagined hims(‘lf in danger of perishing in 
the flames, which he thought had taken hold on his 
apartment. This vision made such an impression 
upon his faculties, that he alarmed the whole house 
with the rejieated cries of fire !—fre ! — and even 
leaped out of his bed, though he still continued fast 
asleep. The lovers were very disagreeably dis- 
turbed by this dreadful exclamation, and Mrs. 
Hornbeck, running in great confusion to the -door, 
had the mortification to see the footman, w'ith a 
light in his hand, enter her husband’s chamber, in 
order to give him notice of this accident. She 
knew that she would be instantly missed, and could 
easily divine the consequence, unless her invention 
could immediately trump up some plausible excuse 
for her absence. 

Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in 
cases of such emergency : she employed but a few 
seconds in recollection, and rusbingdirectly towards 
the apartment of the governor, who still continued 
to hollow in the same note, exclaimed, in a scream- 
ing tone, “ T.<ord have mercy upon us ! — where ? — 
where?” Ry this time all the servants wen* as- 
sembled in strange attire; Peregrine burst into 
Jolter’s room, and seeing him stalking in his shirt, 
with bis eyes shut, bestowed such a slap upon his 
back, as in a moment dissolved his dream, and re- 
stored him to the use of his senses. He was asto- 
nished and ashamed at being discoveri'd in such an 
indecent attitude; and taking refuge under the 
clothes, asked jiardon of all jiresent lor the distur- 
bance he had occasioned ; soliciting, w itb great 
humility, the forgiveness of the lady, who, to a 
miracle, counterfeited the utmost agitation of ter- 
ror and surprise. Meanwhile, Hornbeek being 
awakened by the repeated efforts of liis man, no 
sooner understood that his wife was missing, than 
all the chimeras of jealousy taking possession of his 
imagination, he started up in a sort of frenzy, and 
snatching his SMord, flew straight to Peregrine’s 
ehainher ; where, though he found not that which 
he looked for, he unluckily perceived an under- 
])etticoat, which his wife had forgot in the hurry of 
her retreat. This discovery added fuel to the flame 
of his resentment. He seized the fatal proof of his 
dishonour, and meeting his spouse in her return to 
bed, ])reseiited it to her view, saying, w ith a most 
expressive counteiuinee, “ ISladam, you have drop- 
ped your under-pettieout in the next room.” Mrs. 
Hornbeck, who inherited from nature a most admi- 
rabh* presence of mind, looked earnestly at the ob- 
ject in question, and with incredible serenity of 
eouuteuunce, aflirmi‘d that the petticoat must belong 
to tlie house, for she had nom* such in her posses- 
sion. 3*eregrine, who w^alked behind her, liearing 
tliis asseveration, immediately interposed, and pul- 
ling Hornbeck by the sleeve into his chamber, 
“ Gads zooks!” said he, “what business had ^ou 
with that petticoat? Can’t you let a young fellow 
enjoy a little amour w ith an innkeeper’s daughter, 
without exjiosing his infirmities to your wife? 
X’shaw^ ! that’s so malicious, because you have quit- 
ted those adventures yourself, to spoil the sport of 
other people.” 'J’he ]»oor husband was so con- 
founded at the effrontery of his w ife, and this cava- 
lier declaration of the young man, that liis faith 
began to waver; he distrusted his own conscious 
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diffidence of temper, which, that he might not ex- 
pose, he expressed nodouhts of Peregrine’s veracity, 
hut, ashing pardon for the mistake lie had com- 
mitted, retired. lie was not yet satisfied with the 
behaviour of his ingenious helpmate, hut, on tlie 
contrary, determined to inquire more minutely into 
the circumstances of this adventure, which turned 
out so little to his satisfaction, that he ordered his 
servant to get every thing ready for his departure 
by break of day ; and when our adventurer rose 
next irioniiiig, he found that his fellow-travellers 
were gone above three hours, though tliey had 
agreed to stay all the forenoon, with a view of see- 
ing the Prince of (kmde’s palace, and to proceed 
ail together for I'aris in tlie afternoon. 

IVregririe w as a little chagrined when he under- 
stood that he w^as so suddenly deprived of this un- 
tasted morsel; and J oiler could not conceive the 
nn^aiiing of their abrupt and uncivil disappearance, 
which, uft<*r many profound conjectures, he ac- 
counted for, by supposing that I lornbeck was some 
sliarper who liad rmi away witli an heiress, whom 
he found it necessary to conceal from the inquiry 
of her friemds. 

'^riie pujiil, who was well assured of the true mo- 
tive, allowed his governor to enjoy the triumph of 
his own penetration, and consoled himself with the 
hope of seeing his Duleinea again at some of the 
public places in J’aris, which he pro]>osed to fre- 
quent. 'jlius comforted, he visited the magnificent 
stables and palace of Chantilly, and imraediately 
after dinner they sot out for I’arls, where they 
arrived in tin* evening, and hired apartments at 
an hotel in the Eauxhourg St. Germaine, not far 
from the phn house. 

( IIAPTEIl XXXIX. 

lit' i» involved in an Adventure at Pans, and taken Prisoner 

by tlie t’lty-fiuard — Heconies acquainted wnh H Fiencli 
Iv'obleiiian, «lvo introduces liim in ilie Beau Monde 
’Piir-Y w'ere no sooner settled in these lodgings than 
our hero w rote to liis uncle an account of their safe 
arrival, and sent another letter to Iiis friend Gaunt- 
let, with a very tender billet enclosed for his dear 
Emilia, to wljom he rejieated all his former vows of 
constancy and love. 

O’iie next care that engrossed him was that of 
bespeaking several suits of clothes suitable to the 
French mode; and, in the mean time, he never 
appeared abroad, excejit in the English coffeehouse, 
w here he soon became aeijuainted with some of his 
OW'D countrymen, who were at J^iris on the same 
footing Avith himself. Tlie third evening after his 
journey, he was engaged in a party of those young 
sjiarks at the house of a noted traiteur, whose wife 
w us reinarkahly handsome, and otherwise extremely 
well qualified for alluring customers to her house. 
To this lady our young gentleman wa.s introduced 
as a stranger fresh from England; and he was 
charmed w ith her personal accomplishments, as 
well as with the freedom and gaiety of her conver- 
sation. Her frank deportment fiersuaded him that 
she was one of those kind creatures who granted 
favours to the best bidder ; on this supposition he 
began to be so importunate in his addresses, that 
the fair Bmirgeoise was compelled to cry aloud in 
defimee of her own virtue. Her husband ran im- 
mediately to her assistance, and, finding her in a 
very alarming situation, flew upon her ravisher 
>''iih such fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, 
vid turn against the exasperated traiteur* wliom 


ne punished without mercy for his impudent in- 
trusion. 'j'he lady, seeing her yoke-I'ellow treated 
with so little resjiect, espoused Ins cause, and fixing 
lier nails in his antagonist’s face, scarified all one 
side of his nose, ’fhe noise of this encounter brought 
all the servants of the liouse to the rescue of their 
master, and reregrine’s company opposing them, 
a general battle ensued, in which the French were 
totally routed, the wife insulted, and the liusband 
kicked down stair.s. 

^J'he publican, enragea at the indignity which had 
been offered to him and his family, w'cnt out into 
the street, and imjilored the protection of the guet 
or cit^ -guard, w hich, having heard his complaint, 
fixed their hn>onels and surrounded tlie door, to 
the number of twelve or fourteen. The young 
gentlemen, flushed with their success, and con- 
sidering the soldiers as so many London watchmen, 
whom they had often put to fliglit, drew’ their 
swords, and sallied out, w’ith Peregrine at their 
head. Whether tlie guard respected them as fo- 
reigiH*rs, or inexperienced youths intoxicated with 
liquor, they opened to riglit and h‘ft, and gave 
them room to pass w ithout ojqiosition. ''I'his com- 
plaisance, which w’as the effect of compassion, 
being misinteqireted by the English leader, he out 
of mere wautunness attempted to tiij) up the heels 
of the soldier that stood next him, hut failed in the 
execution, and received a blow on his breast with , 
the butt end of his fusil, that made him stagger 
several paces backward. Jneensed at this audacious 
ajiplication, the whole company charged the detach- 
ment sw’ord in hand, and, after an obstinale en- 
gagement, in wliich divers wounds were given and 
received, every soul of tliem v\as taken, and con- 
veyed to the main-guard. The commanding officer, 
being made aeijuainted with the circumstanees of 
tlie quarrel, in consideration of tlieir jouth and 
national ferocity, for which ilie Fn'iich make large 
allowances, set them all at liberty, after Laving 
gently nduiked them for tlu* irri'giilarity and in- 
solence of their conduct; so that all our licro 
acquired by his gallantry and courage, was a 
number of scandalous marks upon his visage, that 
confined him a wliole week to his ehamher. It was 
impossible to conceal this disaster from JMi. .loiter, 
who, having obtained intelligence of' tin* jiarticulars, 
did not fail to remonstrate against the rashness of 
the adventure, wliich, lie observed, must have been 
fatal to them, had their enemies been other than 
Freneliinen, who, of all people under tlie sun, 
most rigorously observed the lavAS of hospitality. 

As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly among 
Irish and English priests, and a set of low’ people 
who live by making themselves necessary to 
strangers, either in teaching the French language, 
or executing small commissions with which they 
are intrusted, he vA-as not the most proper jierson 
in the world for regulating tlie taste of a young 
gentleman who travelled for improvement in ex- 
pectation of making a figure one day in his ow n 
country. Being conscious of his own incapacity, 
he contented himself with tlie office of a steward, 
and kept a faithful account of all tlie money that was 
disbursed in the course of tlieir family ex])ense ; not 
but that he was acquainted with all the ])laees which 
were visited by strangers on their first arrival at 
Paris; and he knew to a hard w'hat was commonly 
given to the SAA’i.ss of each remarkable hotel ; 
though, with respect to the curious painting and 
statuary that evui’v where abound in that metro- 
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polls, he was more ignorant than the domestic that 
attends for a livre a day. 

In short, Mr. Jolter could give a very good 
account of the stages on the road, and save the 
expense of Antonini’s detail of tlie curiosities in 
Paris; he was a connoisseur in ordinaries, from 
twelve to five-and-thirty livres, knew all the rates 
of a fiacre and a remise, could dispute with ataileur 
or a traiteur upon the articles of his bill, and scold 
the servants in tolerable French. Ilut the laws, 
customs, and genius of the people, the characters of 
individuals, and scenes of polished life, were sub- 
jects which lie had neither opportunities to observe, 
inclination to consider, nor discernment to dis- 
tinguish. All his maxims were the suggestions of 
pedantry and prijudiee ; so that his perception 
w’as obscured, his judgment biassed, his address 
awkward, and his conversation absurd and un- 
entertaining ; yet such as I have represented this 
tutor, is the greatest part of those animals who lead 
raw boys about the world, under the denomination 
of travelling governors. 1 *ercgrine, therefore, being 
perfectly well acquainted with the extent of Mr. 
Jolter’s abilities, never dreamed of consulting him 
in the disposition of his conduct, but parcelled out 
his time according to the dictates of his own re- 
flection, and the information and direction of his 
companions, who had lived longer in France, and 
, consequently were better acquainted with the 
pleasures of the place. 

As soon as be was in a condition to appear u la 
Franenise, he hired a genteel chariot by the month, 
made tlie tour of the Luxembourg gallery, Palais 
Royal, all the remarkable hotels, churches, and 
celebrated places in I’aris ; visited St. Cloud, Marli, 
Versailles, Trianon, St. (lermaine, and Fontaine- 
bleau; enjoyed the opera, masquerades, Italian and 
French e,omedy ; and seldom faiU'd of appearing 
in the public w'alks, in hopes of meeting with Mrs. 
Hornbeck, or some adventure suited to his romantic 
disposition. He never doubted that his person 
would attract the notice of some distinguished 
inamorata, and was vain eiiougli to believe that 
few female hearts were able to resist the artillery 
of his aeeoraplislimerits, sliould he once find an 
ojiportuuity of planting it to advantage. He pre- 
sented himself, however, at all the spectacles for 
many weeks, without reai)ing the fruits of his 
expectation; and began to entertain a very in- 
different idea of French discernment, which had 
overlooked him so long, when one day, in liis way 
to the opera, his chariot was stopped by an embarras 
in the street, occasioned by two peasants, who, 
having driven tlieir carts against each other, 
quarrelled, and went to loggerheads on the spot. 
{Such a rencontre is so uncommon in France, that 
the people shut up their shops, and from their 
windows threw cold water upon the cornhataiits, 
with a view of putting an end to the battle, which 
was maintained with great fury and very little 
skill, until one of them receiving an ai-cidental fall, 
the other took the advantage of this misfortune, and 
fastening upon him as he lay, began to thump the 
pavement with his head. Our hero’s 4L‘qui])age 
being detained close by the field of this contmition, 
Pipes could not hear to see the laws of boxing so 
scandalously transgressed, and, leaping from his 
station, pulled the oflendcr from his antagonist, 
whom he raised up, and, in the English langmige, 
encouraged to a second essay, instructing him at 
the same time, by clenching his fists according to 


art, and putting himself in a proper attitude. Thiw 
confirmed, the enraged carman sprung upon big 
foe, and in all appearance w^ould have effectually 
revenged the injury he had sustained, if he had 
not been prevented by the interposition of a lacquey 
belonging to a nobleman, whose coach was obliged 
to halt in consequence of the dispute. This foot- 
man, who was distinguished by a cane, descending 
from his post, without the least ceremony or ex- 
postulation, began to employ his weapon upon the 
head and shoulders of the peasant who had been 
patronized by I’ipes; upon which 'I'homas, resenting 
such ungenerous behaviour, hestow(‘d such a sto- 
macher upon the officious intermeddler, as discom- 
j)osed the whole economy of his entrails, and 
obliged him to discharge the interjection Ah ! with 
d(‘monstrations of great anguish and amazement. 
'Lhe other two footimm who stood behind the 
coach, seeing their fellow servant so inselently 
assaulted, flew to his assistance, and rained a most 
disagreeable shower upon tlie head of his aggressor, 
who had no means of diversion or defence. Pere- 
grine, tliough he did not approve of Tom’s conduct, 
could not bear to see him so roughly handled, 
especially as he thought his own honour concerned 
in the fray, and therefore quitting his machine, 
came to the rescue of his attendant, and charged 
his adversaries sword in hand. Two of them no 
sooner perceived this reinforcement than they 
betook themselves to flight; and I’ipes, having 
twisted the cane out of the hands of the third, 
belaboured him so iminereifully, that our hero 
thought proper 1o interpose his autliority in his 
behalf. The common people stood aghast at this 
unprecedented boldness of Ihckle, who, uiider- 
sfanding that the person wliose servants lie liad 
disciplined was a general and prince of the blood, 
w'ent up to the coach, and asked pardon for w hat h(‘ 
had done, imputing his own behaviour to his 
ignorance of the other’s quality, 'fhe old nobleman 
accepted of his ajmlogy with great jioliteiiess, 
thanking him for the trouble he had taken to reform 
the manners of Ins domestics ; and guessing from 
our youth's aj)|>earauee, that he was soini* stranger 
of condition, vei’} courteously invited him into the 
coach, on the supposition that they were both 
going to the opera. Ihekle gladly embraced this 
opportunity of heeoming acipiainted with a jicrsou 
of such rank, and, ordering his own chariot to 
follow’, accompanied the count to his loge, where 
he conversed with him during llie wliole enter- 
tainment. 

He soon perceived that T’eregrine was not de- 
ficient in spirit or sense, and seemed particularly 
jileased with his engaging manner and easy deport- 
ment, qualifications for which the English nation is 
by no means remarkable jn France, and therefore 
the more eonspieuous and agreeable in tlic character 
of our iiero, whom the nobleman carried home 
that same evening, and introduced to his lady and 
several persons of fashion, wdio supped at his house. 
IVregrine was quite captivated by their affable 
lichaviour and tlie vivacity of their discourst? ; and, 
after having been honoured with particular marks 
of consideration, took his leave, fully determined to 
cultivate such a valuable acquaintance. , 

His vanity suggested, that now the time w’as 
come w’hen he should profit by his talents among 
the fair sex, on whom he resolved to employ his 
utmost art and address. With this view he assi- 
duously engaged in all parties to which he hud 
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access by menus of his noble friend, who let slip no 
opportunity of gratify in his ambition, lie, for 
some time, shared in all his amusements, and w'as 
entertained in many of the best families of Prance ; 
but he did not long enjoy tliat elevation of hope, 
w hich had flattered his imagination, lie soon per- 
ceived that it w ould be impossible to maintain the 
honourable connexions he had made, wdthoul en- 
gaging every day at quadrille, or, in otlier words, 
losing his money ; for every person of rank, whe- 
ther male or female, was a professed gamester, who 
knew and praetised all the linesse of tlie ait, of 
w'iiich he was entirely ignorant. Ilesides, he began 
to find himself a mere novice in Erench gallantry, 
wliicli is supported by an amazing volubility of 
tongue, an oliseipiious and incredible attention to 
trilles, a surprising faeility of laughing out of pure 
complaisance, and a notliingness of conversation, 
whiclj he could never attain. In short, our hero, 
who, among his own countrymen, would have 
passed for a sprightly entertaining fellow, was con- 
sidered ill the hnlliant assenihlies of Prance as a 
youth of a very iihlegmatie disposition. Ko wonder 
then that his pride w'as mortilu’d at liis oAvn want 
of iniportanei*, w hieh lie did not fad to ascribe to 
their (leieei in i>oint of judgnumt and taste, lie 
conceived a disgust, at the mercenary conduct, as 
well as the shallow intellects of the ladies; and, 
alliT he liad sjient some months, and a round sum 
ol' moiic}, in fruitless attendance and addresM*s, he 
i.iirlv quitted the pursuit, and consoled himself with 
till' conversation of a nn'n'y Ji/lc ilc )ou\ w hose good 
graces he aeipiired hyan allowance of twenty loius 
j)er month. 'Ihat he might the more easily aff'ord 
tins exjiense, he dismissed his elianot and Prencli 
laeipiey at the same tune. 

lie then entered himself in a noted academy, in 
order to liiiisli his exercise.s, and eontraeled an 
acquaintance with a few sensible jteople, whom he 
distinguished at th(‘ cottee-liouse and ordinary to 
which he resorted, and who eontrihuted not a little 
to the improvement of his knowledge and taste. 
For, ])rejudiee apart, it must he owned that Prance 
ahounds with men of consummate honour, profound 
sagacity, and tlie most lilieral education. Prom 
the convi’rsation of sncli, he obtained Ji. distinct 
idea of their government and constitution ; and 
tliough he could not help admiring the excellent 
order and economy of their police, tiie result of all 
his impiiries was self-congratulation on his title to 
the privileges of a llrilish subject. Indeed this in- 
valuable birthright w as rendered con.spicuoiis by 
such flagrant occurrences, w'hich fell every day 
almost uiidiM* Ins ohsei-vation, tliat nothing but the 
grossest prejudice could dispute its existence. 

CIlArTEK XL. 

Acquires a distinct Idea ot the Ficiicli Government — Quar- 
reK wutli a Mousquetuire, whom he alteiwaidh flights ana 
vanquishes, after having punislied him foi iiitciiciiug in 
his amoiou.s lleci cations. 

Among many other instances of the same nature, I 
believe it will not be amiss to exhibit a few speci- 
niens of their administration, which hapiiened dur- 
ing his abode at Paris, that those who have not the 
opportunity of observing for themselves, or are in 
danger of being influenced by niisrepresentafioii, 
may compare their own condition with that of their 
neighbours, and do justice to the constitution under 
which they live. 


A lady of distinguished character having been 
lampooned by some obscure scribbler, w’ho could 
not be discovered, the ministry, in consequence of 
her complaint, ordered no fewer than five-and- 
twenty abbes to he apiirchendcd and sent to the 
Ilastile, <»n the maxim of Herod, when he com- 
manded the innocents to be murdered, hoping tliat 
the principal object of liis cruelty w ould not escape 
in the general calamity ; and the I'riciids of those 
unhappy jirisoncrs durst not even complain of the 
unjust persecution, but shrugged up their shoulders, 
and, ill silence, deplored their misfortune, uncertain 
whether or not they should ever set eyes on them 
again. 

About the same time a gentleman of family, who 
had been ojipressed by a certain powerful duke 
that lived in the neighbourhood, found means to be 
introduced to the king, who, receiving liis petition 
very gi*aciously, askeil in what regiment he served ; 
and, when the memorialist answered, tliat he had 
not the honour of being in the service, returned 
the paper unopened, and refused to hear one cir- 
eiiinslanee of his complaint ; so that, far from being 
redressed, he ri'inaineil more than ever exposed to 
the tyranny of his oppressor. Nay, so iiotononsis 
the discouragenuMU of all those who presume to 
live indepeinleiit of court favour and eoiniexions, 
that one of the gentlemen, whose friendship Pere- 
grine enllivated, frankly ow ned he was in jiosses- 
sion of a most romantic ])lace in one of tlie 
provinces, and deeply enamoured of a country 
lile; and }et he durst not reside iqion his own 
(‘State, lest, h} slat'kening in his attendance upon 
the great, who lionouved him w ith their jirotection, 
he sliould fall a jiri'y to some rapacious inti'iidant. 

As for the common people, they are so much 
inured to the scourge and insolence of jiower, that 
every shabby subaltern, every hi'cgarly cadet of 
the noblesse, ever} low retainer to tlu' court, insults 
and injures them with impunity. A eertaiii I'euver, 
or horse dealer, belonging to tin* king, being one 
day niidcr the hands of a barber, who iiajijiened to 
cut the head of a piinph* on his face, he started iqi, 
and drawing his sword, W'oundcd him desjierately 
in the shoulder. The jioor tradesman, hurt as ht‘ 
was, made an effort to retire, and was follow by 
this barbarous assassin, wdio, not contented with 
tlie vengeance he had taken, ]>lunged liis sword a 
second time into liis body, and killed liim on the 
spot. Having performed tliis inhuman exjiloit, he 
dressed himself with great deliberation, and, going 
to Versailles, immediately obtained a pardon for 
what lie had done; triiirajihing in his hruiality 
w'ilh such insolence, that thevi'ry n(‘Xt time he had 
occasion to he shaved, he sat with his sword ready 
drawm, in order to repeat the murder, in case the 
barber should commit the same mistake. Yet so 
tam(‘d are those poor jieojile to subjection, that 
when Peregrine mentioned this assassination to his 
owm trimmer, with expressions of horror and de- 
testation, the infatuated w retch replied, that w ith- 
out all doubt it was a misl'ortune, hut it proceeded 
from the gentleman’s jiassiou ; and observed, by 
way of encomium on the government, that such 
vivacity is never punished in Prance. 

A few days after this outnige w’as committed, 
our youth, who w as a professed enemy to all op- 
pression, being in one of the first loges at the 
comedy, was eye witness of an adventure, which 
filled him with indignation. A tall ferocious fellow, 
in the parterrt', witliout the least provocation, but 
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prompted by the mere wantonness of pride, took 
hold of the hat of a very decent young man, who 
happened to stand before him, and twirled it round 
upon his head. The party thus offended turned to 
the aggressor, and civilly asked the reason of such 
treatment, but he received no answer ; and when 
he looked the other way, the insult "was repeated. 
Upon which he expres8(*d his resentment as became 
a man of spirit, and desired the offender to walk 
out with him. No sooner did he thus signify his 
intention, than his adversary, swelling with rage, 
cocked his hat fiercely in his face, and, fixing his 
hands in his sides, pronounced with the most im- 
perious tone, “Hark ye, Mr. Round Periwig, you 
must know tliat 1 am a mousquetaire.” ISearce 
had this awful word escajied from his lips, when 
the blood forsook the lips of the poor challenger, 
who, with the most abject submission, begged par- 
don for his presumption, and with difficulty ob- 
tained it, on condition that he should immediately 
(|uit the place. Having thus exercised his autho- 
rity, he turned to one of his comjianions, and, with 
an air of disdainful ridicule, told him he was like 
to have had an affair with a llourgeois; adtiing, by- 
way of heightening the irony, “ Egad! 1 believe 
he’s a physician.” 

Our hero w as so much shocked and irritated at 
this licentious beliaviour, that he could not sujipress 
his resentment, whieh he manifested, by saying to 
this Hector, “Sir, a physician may be a man of 
honour.” To this remonstrance, which was de- 
livered with a very significant countenance, the 
mouscjuctaire made no other reply, but that of 
echoing his assertion with a loud laugh, in wdiich 
he was joined by his confederates. Peregrine, 
glowing w’ith resentment, culled him a Fanfaron^ 
and withdrew in expectation of being follow'cd into 
the street. The other understood the hint, and a 
rencontre must have ensued, had not the oflieer of 
the guard, who overheard what passed, prevented 
their meeting, hy putting the mouscpietaire imme- 
diately under arrest. Our young gentleman waited 
at the door of the parterre, until he was informed 
of this interposition, and then went home very 
much cliagrined’at his disappointment; for he was 
an utter stranger to fear and diffidence on those 
occasions, and liad set his heart upon chastising 
the insolence of this bully, who had treated liiiii 
with such disresjieet. 

This adventure was not so private hut that it 
reached the ears of Mr. .loiter, hy the canal of some 
English gentlemen who were jiri'seut when it hap- 
pened; and the governor, who entertained a most 
dreadful idea of the inousipictaries, being alarmed 
at a quarrel, the conseipience of whicli might be 
fatal to his charge, waited on the Ilritish ambas- 
sador, and begged he would take Peregrine under 
his immediate protection. His exeelleney, having 
heard the cireurastances of the disjiiite, sent one of 
his gentlemen to invite the youth to dinner ; and, 
after having assured him that lie might depend 
upon his countenance and reganl, represented the 
rashness aud impetuosity of his conduct so much 
to his conviction, that he promised to act more 
circumspectly for the future, ami drop all thoughts 
of the inous(iiietaire from that moment. 

A few days after he had taken this laudable re- 
solution, lh])e6, who had carried a billet to his 
mistress, informed him that he had perceived a 
laced hat lying upon a marble slab in her ajairt- 
Dient; and that, when she came out of her own 


chamber to reee* vc the letter, she appeared in ma- 
nifest disorder. 

From these hints of intelligence, our young gen- 
tleman suspected, or rather made no doubt of her 
infidelity ; and, 'leing by this time well nigh cloyed 
with possession, was not sorry to find that she had 
given him cause to renounce her correspondence. 
That he might therefore detect her in the very 
breach of duty, and at the same time punish the 
gallant who hail the presunqition to invade liis ter- 
ritories, he concerted with himself a plan, which 
was executed in this manner. During his next 
interview with liis dulcinea, far from discovering 
the least sign of jealousy or discontent, he affected 
the appearance of extraordinary fondness ; and, 
after having spent the afternoon with the show of 
uncommon satisfaction, told her he was engaged in 
a party for Fontainebleau, and would set out from 
Paris that, same evening; so that he should not 
have the pleasure of seeing her again for some days. 

The lady who was very well versed in the arts of 
lier occupation, pretended to receive this piece of 
news w'ith great affliction, and conjured him, with 
such marks of real tenderness, to return as soon as 
possible to her longing arms, that hy went away 
almost convinced of her sincerity. Determined, 
however, to jirosecute his scheme, he actually de- 
parted from l*aris w ith two or three gentlemen of 
Ins acquaintance, who had hired a remise for a 
jaunt to Versailles; and, having accompanied them 
as far as the village of Passe, returned in the dusk 
of the evening on foot. 

He waited patiently till midnight, and then arming 
himself with a case of pocket pistols, and attended 
hy trusty Tom, with a cudgel in his hand, repaired 
to the lodgings of his siisp(*eted inamorata. Having 
given Pqies his cue, he knocked gently at the door, 
wdiieh was no sooner opened hy the lacquey, than 
he bolted in, before the f(‘llow could recollect him- 
self from the coniiisioTi occasioned hy his unexix-eted 
appearance ; and, leaving '^fom to guard the door, 
ordered the tremhliiig valet to light him up stairs 
into his lady’s apartment. The first object that 
presented itself to his view, when he entered the 
antichamher, was a sword upon llie table, wliirb be 
immediately seized, exelaiining iii a loud and nie- 
naeing voice, that bis mistress was false, and then 
in bed with another gallant, whom he would in- 
stantly put to death. 'J'liis declaration, confirmed 
by many terrible oaths, be calculated for the lieariiig 
of his rival, who, understanding his saugiiinarv 
purpose, started up in great trepidation, and, naked 
as he was, drojiped from the balcony into the street, 
while Peregrine thundered at the door for admit- 
anee ; and guessing his design, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of making this jireeipitate retreat. l*ipes, who 
stood sentinel at the door, observing the fugitive 
descend, attacked him with his cudgel, and sw eating 
him from one end of the street to the other, at last 
committed him to the guet, hy whom lie w as con- 
veyed to the officer on duty in a most disgraceful 
and deplorable condition. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine having burstopen the cham- 
ber door, found the lady in the utmost dread and 
eonstenuition, and the spoils of her favourite scattered 
about tlu* room ; hut his resentment was doubly 
gratified, when he learnt upon imjuiry, that the 
]>ersou w ho had been so disagreeably inti'rrupted 
w-as no other than that individual mousquetaire, 
wdth whom be liud (piarelled at tlu comedy. Ue 
upbraided the nymph with her perfidy and ingraU- 
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tude, and, telling her that she must not expect the 
continuance of liis regard, or the appointments 
which she had hitherto enjoyed from his bounty, 
went home to his own lodgings, overjoyed at the 
issue of the adventure. 

The soldier, exasperated at the disgrace he had 
undergone, as well as at the outrageous insult of the 
English valet, whom he believed his master had 
tutored for that purpose, no sooner extricated him- 
self from the opprobrious situation he had incurred, 
than, breathing vengeance against the author of 
the affront, he came to Peregrine’s apartment, 
and demanded satisfaction upon the ramparts next 
morning before sun-rise. ()ur hero assured him, 
he would not fail to pay his respects to him at the 
time and place appointed ; and, foreseeing that he 
might be prevented from keeping this engagement 
by the officious care of Ins governor, who saw the 
mousfjuetaire come in, he told Mr. Jolter, that the 
Erenehinan had visited him in consequence of an 
order he had received from his superiors, to make 
an apology for his rude behaviour to him in the 
playhouse, and that they had parted good friends. 
This assurance, together with Pickle’s very tranquil 
and unconcerned behaviour througli the day, <juieted 
the terrors w hieh had begun to take possession of his 
tutor’s imagination ; so that the youth had an op- 
portunity of giving him (he slip at niglit, when he 
betook himself to the lodgings of a friend, whom 
he engaged as liis seeoml, and witli whom he im- 
mediately took the field, in order to avoid the search 
which .loiter, upon missing liiiu, might set on foot. 

'riiis was a uec(‘ssary lu’eeauiion ; for, as he did 
not appear at sni)])er, and Pipes who usually at- 
tended him in bis excursions, could give no account 
of his motions, the governor was dreadfully alarmed 
at his ahsenc<*, and ordered his man to run in qiu*st 
of his master to all the places which he used to fre- 
quent, while he himself went to the eommissaire,and 
communicating his suspicions, was accomtnodafed 
witli a party of the horse-guards, who patrolled 
round all the environs of the (*ity, with a view of 
preventing the rencounter. Pijies might have di- 
rected them to the lady, by whose information they 
could have learnt the name and lodging of the 
inousquetaire, and, if he had been apprehended, 
tlie duel would not have happened; hut he did not 
choose to riKi the risk of disoliliging his master, by 
intermeddling in the atV.iir, and was moreover 
very desirous that the Ei'enchman should be hum- 
bl(*d ; for be never doubted that Peregrine was more 
tlian a match for any two men in France. In this 
confidence, therefore, he sought his master with 
great diligence, not with a view of disappointing 
his intention, but in order to attend him to the 
battle, that he might stand by him and sec* justice 
done. 

AVhile this inquiry w^as carried on, our hero and 
his companion concealed themselyes among some 
weeds that grew on the edge of the parapet, a few 
yards from the spot where he had agreed to meet 
the mousijuetaire ; and scarce had the morning 
rendered objects distinguishable, when they per- 
ceived their men advancing boldly to the place. 
Peregrine, seeing them approach, sprung forw'ard 
to the ground, that he might have the glory of an- 
ticipating his antagonist ; and, swords being drawn, 
all four were engaged in a twinkling. Pickle’s 
eagerness had well nigh cost him his life ; for, with- 
out minding his footing, he flew directly to his 
opposite, and, stumbling over a stone, was wounded 


on one side of his head, before he could recover 
his attitude. Far from being dispirited at this check, 
it served only to animate him the more. Being en- 
dowed with uncommon agility, he retrieved his 
posture in a moment, and, having parried a second 
thrust, returned the longewith such incredible speed, 
that tlie soldier had not time to resume his guard, 
hut was immediately run through the bend of his 
right arm, and, the sword dropping out of his hand 
our hero’s victory was complete. 

Having despatched his own business, and received 
the acknowledgment of his adversary, who, with a 
look of infinite mortification, observed, that hisw’as 
the fortune of the day, he ran to part the seconds, 
just as the weapon was twisted out of his compa- 
nion’s hand; upon which he took his place, and, in 
all likelihood, an obstinate dispute would liavc en- 
sued, had they not been interrupted by the guard, 
at sight of M'hom the two Frenchmen scampered 
off*. Our young gentleman and his friend allowed 
themselves to be taken prisoners by the detacliment 
which had been sent out for that juirpose, and were 
carried before tin* magistrate, who, having sharply 
re])rmiandt‘(l thi'in lor jiresumingtoact in contempt 
of the kn^s, set them at liberty, in consideration of 
their being strangers ; cautioning lliem, at the same 
lime, to lH‘wari‘ of such exploits for ilie future. 

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings. 
Pipes, .seeing the blood trickling down ujtm his 
master’s m‘ckcloth and solitaire, gave evident tokens 
of surprise and concern, not for the consequences 
of the wound, which he did not suppose dangerous, 
but tor the glory of Old England, which he was 
afraid had sufl(‘red in the engagement ; for he could 
not help saying, with an air of chagrin, as hi* fol- 
lowed the youth into his chamber, “ 1 do suppose 
as how you gave that lubberly Frenchman as good 
as he brought.” 

CHAPTER XLI. 

Mr Jolterthre.itcn.s to le.ive him on account of his Miscon- 
duct, which he prumihes to rectify; hut his Resolution is 
deleated hy the impetuosity ot his Passions — He meets ac- 
cidentally with Mrs, Hornbeck, wlio elopes with him from 
her Husband, hut is restored hy the Interposition of the 
Rritish Ambassador. 

'J'jiouuH Mr. Joltcr was extremely well pleased at 
the safety of his pupil, he could not forgive him for 
the terror and anxiety he had undergone on his 
aeeouiit ; and roundly told him, that, notwithstand- 
ing the inclination and attachment he had to his 
person, he would immediately depart for Ihigland, 
if ever he should hear of his being involved in such 
another adventure ; for it could not he expected 
that he would sacrifice his owui quiet to an unre- 
quited regard for one who seemed determined to 
keep him in continued uneasiness and apjireliension. 

To this declaration Pickle made answer, that 
Mr. Jolter, by this time, ought to he convinced of 
the attention he had always paid to his ease and 
satisfaction ; since he well knew that he had ever 
looked upon him in the light of a friend, rather than 
as a counsellor or tutor, and desired his company 
in France, with a view of promoting his interest, 
not from any emolument he could expect from his 
instruction. I'his being the case, he was at liberty 
to consult liis own inclinations, with regard to 
going or staying ; thoujjjh he could not help own- 
ing himself obliged hy the concern he expressed 
for his safety, and would endeavour, for his own 
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pke, to avoid giving him any cause of disturbance 
in time to come. 

No man was more capable of mondizing upon 
Peregrine's misconduct than himself; his reflections 
were extremely just and sagacious, and attended 
with no other disadvantage but that of oeeurring 
too late, lie projected a thousand salutary schemes 
of deimrtmeut, but, like other j)rojectors, he never 
had interest enough with tlie ministry of his pas- 
sions to bring any one of them to bear. He had, 
in the heyday of his gallantry, received a letter 
from his friend Gauntlet, with a kind postscript 
from his charming Emilia ; but it arrived at a very 
unseasonable juncture, when his imagination was 
engrossed by eomiuests I hat more agreeably flat- 
tered his ambition ; so that he could not find leisure 
and inclination from that day to honour the cor- 
respondence which he himself had soliciti'd. His 
vanity had, hy this time, disapproved of the engage- 
ment lie had contracted in the rawness and inex- 
perience of youth, suggesting that Ik* was born to 
make such an important figure in life as ought to 
raise his ideas above the consideration of any such 
middling connexions, and fix his attention upon 
objects of tlie most sublime attraction. These dic- 
tates of ridiculous pride bad almost eflaced the 
remembrance of his amiable mistress — or, at least, 
so far warped his morals and integrity, that hi* ac- 
tually %egan to coueeive hopes of her altogether 
uuwortliy of his own character, and her deserts. 

Meanwhile, being destitute of a toy for the dal- 
liance of his idle hours, he employed several sjiii's, 
and almost every day made a tour of the public 
places in jierson, with a view of procuring iiitelli- 
genee of Mr. Jlornbeek, with w'hose w'ife he longed 
to have another interview. Tii this course of ex- 
pectation had he exercised himself a w hole fort- 
night, when, ehaiiciijg to he at the hospital of inva- 
lids with a gentleman lately arrived from England, 
lie no sooner entered the ehiirch, than he perceived 
this lady, attended by her spouse, who, at sight of 
our hero, changed eolom*, and looked another way, 
in order to discourage any coiiiimmication between 

them, lint the, young man, who was not so easily 
repulsed, advanced with great assurance to his 
fellow-traveller, and, taking him hy the hand, ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at this unexpected meeting, 
kindly upbraiding him for his precipitate retreat 
from Chantilly. JJefore I lorn beck could make any 
reply, he went up to his wife, whom he compli- 
mented in the same maimer, assuring her, with 
some significant glances, he was extremely mor- 
tified that she had put it out of his power to pay 
his respects to her on liis first arrival at Paris ; and 

then, turning to her husband, who thought proper 
to keep close to him in this eoidercnce, begged to 
know where he could have thi* honour of waiting 
upon him; observing, at the same time, that he 
himself lived a rAcademie de l‘alfreijii*r. 

Mr. Uoriibeck, without making any apology for 
his elopement on the road, thanked ISIr. Pickle for 
liis complaisance in a very cool and disobliging 
manner, saying, that, as he intended to shift his 
lodgings in a day or two, he could not expect the 
pleasure of seeing him until he should be settled, 
when he would call at the academy, and conduct 
him to his new habitation. 

l*ickle, who w'as not unacquainted witli the sen- 
timents of this jealous gentleman, did not put mueli 
confidence in his promise, and therefore made di- 
vers efforts to enjoy a little private conversation 


with his wife ; hut he was baffled in all his attempts 
by the indefatigable vigilance of her keeper, and 
reapt'd no other immediate pleasure from tliis acci- 
dental meeting than that of a kind squeeze while he 
handl'd her into the coach. However, as lie had 
been witness to some instances of her invention, 
and was no stranger to the favourable disposition 
of her heart, he entertained some faint hopes of 
profiting by her understanding, and w^as not de- 
ceived in his expectations ; for, the very next after- 
noon, a Savoyard called at the academy, and put 
the following billet into his hand : — 

“ CoiNiJ Sun — lleavinjf the pl.iysure of meathiff with jou 
at thcosspital of anvilheads, I tako tins inhbcrioa ol l.iiiii you 
know, that 1 lotoh at the Hottail dc May cong dandle tony 
Doffhouseten, with two postis at tlie {jait, najtlieir of um 
very liole, waie I sliall be at the windore, if in kais you will 
be 80 {jood as to pass that way at sick s a cloak in the heaveii- 
iii}?, when Mr. Ilornbeck {;oes to the Calf bay lie Contea. 
Piey for the loaf ol fleesiib keep tins from the riolcf's of my 
hussban, ells he will make me leed a lu ll upon urth. Ilein" 
all Irom, deer Sur, Your most umbel servan wile 

“ Debobah Hoiixbeck.” 

Our young gentleman was ravished at the receipt 
of tliis elegant epistle, which was directed, ‘‘ A 
Monsr. ^Tonsr. Piekliell, a la Gacldamme de Paul 
Ereny,” and did not fail to obey the summons at 
the hour of assignation ; when llie lady, true to her 
appointment, beckoned him iiyi stairs, and lie had 
the good fortune to be admitted unseen. 

After the first transports of their mutual joy at 
meeting, she told him that her husband had been 
very surly and cross ever since the advent ure at 
('haiitilly, which he had not yet digested; that he 
had laid severe injunctions iqion her to avoid all 
eomnierce with Pickle, and even threatened to shut 
her up in a convent for life, if ever slie should dis- 
cover the least inelmation to renew that aeipiaint- 
ance ; that slie hud been cooped up in her ehainber 
since her arrival at Pans, without being jiermitted 
to see the place, or, indeed, any eoinpan\, exeejit 
that of her landlady, whose language sin* did not 
understand ; so that, her syiirit being broke, and 
her health impaired, he was prevailed upon, soiiu; 
days ago, to indulge her in a few airings, during 
which she luid seen the gardens of the Luxem- 
bourg, the Thuillcries, and Palais Royal, tlioiigb at 
those limes wdien there was no eompauy in the 
walks ; and that it was in one of those exeiivsions 
she had the happiness of meeting with him. Fmallv , 
she gave him to understand, that, rather than con- 
tii.ue longer under such eonfiiiement with the man 
whom she could not love, she vioulil instantly give 
liim the slip, and put herself under the protection 
of her lover. 

J^asli and unthinking as this declaration might 
be, the young gentleman was so much of a gallani, 
that he would not baulk the lady’s inellnatioiis, and 
too iiifutuatcd by his passion to foresee the conse- 
quences of such a dangerous step. He therefore, 
without hesitation, embraced the proposal, and, the 
coast being clear, they sallied into tin; street, where 
Peregrine called a fiacre, and ordered the coachman 
to drive them to a tavern. But, knowing it would 
not be in his power to conceal lier from tlie search 
of the lieutenant de police, if she should remain 
within the w^alls of l*aris, he hiri'd a remise, and 
carried her that same evening to Villejuif, about 
four leagues from town, where lie staid willi her 
all uiglit ; and having boarded her on a genteel 
pension, and settled the economy of his future 
visits, returned next day to his ewn lodgings. 
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While he thus enjoyed his success, her husband 
endured the tortures of the damned. When he re- 
turned from the coffee-house, and understood that 
his wife had eloped, without being perceived by any 
person in tlie family, he began to rave and foam 
w ith rage and jealousy, and, in the fury of distrac- 
tion, accused lh<‘ landlady of bring an accomplice 
in her escape, threatening to complain of her to 
the eommissaire. The woman muld not conceive 
how ]\Irs. llornbeck, who she knew was an utter 
stranger to the French language, and kept no sort 
of com})any, could elude the caution of her hushaiul, 
and find any refuge in a place where she had no 
acuuaintance ; and began to suspect the lodger's 
emotion was no other than an atfeeted passion to 
conceal bis own ])ractices upon his wife, who had 
perhafKs fallen a sacrifice to his jealous disposition. 
She therefore s.parcd him the trouble of putting 
his menaces into execution, by going to the magis- 
trate witlmut any farther deliberation, and giving 
an account of what slie knew concerning this mys- 
terious affair, witli certain insinuations against 
llornheek’s character, which she represented as 
peevish and cajirieious to tlie last degree. 

While she thus anticipated the purpose of the 
plaintiif, her information was interrupted by the 
arrival of the party h unself, who exhibited his com- 
plaint with such evident marks of jierturbatiim, 
auger, and impatience, that the eommissaire could 
easily perceive that he had no share in tin* disap- 
pearance of his wif<‘ ; and din-cted him to the lieu- 
tenant de jioliee, wliose province it is to take cogni- 
zance of such occurrences. 'I’liis gentleman, m ho 
jii’csides over tin* city of I'aris, having heard the 
particulars of Jlornheek’s misfortune, asked if lie 
suspected any individual person as the seducer of 
his yoke-fellow ; and, M'lien lie mentioned Pere- 
grine as the object of his suspicion, granted a 
warrant, and a (letaehnienl of soldiers, to I’earch 
for and retrieve the fugitive. 

'J'lie liiishand conducted tlieni immediately to 
till' academy, where our hero lodged, and having 
ruiuinaged tin* whole place, to the astonishment of 
IMr. duller, without finding eitlier his wife or the 
supposed ravisher. aeeonipaiiied them to all the 
piihlic-liouses in the Pauxhourg ; which having 
examined also without success, lie returned to the 
magistrate m a state of desjiair, and obtained a 
yironiise of his making sucli an effectual inquiry, 
that, in tliree days, he should have an account of 
her, provided she was alive, and within the m alls 
of l*aris. 

Our adventurer, M'ho had foreseen all this dis- 
turbance, was not at all surjirised when his governor 
told him what had liapiiened ; and conjured him to 
restore the woman to the riglit owner, v\itli many 
pathetic reinonstranees touching the heinous sin of 
adultery, tlie distraction of tlie unfortunate husband, 
and the danger of incurring the resentment of an 
arbitrary government, which, upon application 
being made, M'ould not fail of espousing the cause 
of the injured, lie denied, with great effrontery, 
that he had the least concern in the matter, pre- 
tended to resent the deportment of llornbeck, whom 
he threatened to chastise for his scandalous suspi- 
cion, and expressed his displeasure at the credulity 
of Jolter, who seemed to doubt the veracity of his 
asseveration. 

Notwithstanding this confident behaviour, Jolter 
could not help entertaining doubts of his sincerity ; 
and. visiting the disconsolate swain, begged he 


would, for the honour of his country, as well as 
for the sake of his own reputation, discontinue his 
addresses to the lieutenant de police, and apply to 
the Rritisli ambassador, who, by dint of friendly 
admonitions, would certainly prevail upon Mr. l^ickie 
to do him all the justice in liis power, if he was 
really the autlior of the injury he liad sustained. 
The governor urged this advice M'ith the appear- 
ance of so mucli sympatliy and coiicern, promising 
to co-operate with all his influence in his behalf^ 
that Hornlu'ck embraced the proposal, communi- 
cated his })urj)Ose to the magistrate, who commended 
the resolution as the most decent and desirable ex- 
pedient he could iis(‘, and then waited iqxm Ids 
excellency, who readily espoused his cause, and, 
sending for tlie }oung gentleman that same even- 
ing, read him such a lecture in private, as extorted 
a <'onfession of the whole affair. Not that he 
assailed him wdth sour and supercilious maxims, or 
severe rebuke, because he had jiencdration enough 
to discern that l^ercgrine’s disposition was imprt'g- 
nahle to all such attacks; hut he first of all rallied 
him upon his intriguing genius, then in an liii- 
niorous manner dc'seribed the distraction of the 
poor cuckold, wlio, lie owned, was justly pmdslied 
for tlu' absurdity of his conduct ; and, lastly, njion 
th(‘ supposition that it would he no great effort in 
Tickle to jiart with such a coiKpiest, esiiecially 
after it had hi'cn for some tinu' possessi*d, he re- 
jiresented the necessity and expediency of restoi’ing 
her, not only out of regard to liis own cliaraeter 
and that of his nation, hut also with a view to Ids 
ease, which would in a little tinn* he \ cry much in- 
vaded by such an ineninhranee, that in all proba- 
bility would involve him in a thousand difficulties 
and disgusts. Besides, he assured him, that he was 
already, h}' order of the lieutenant de police, sur- 
rounded with spies, w'lio w’ould watch all his mo- 
tions, andiminediat(‘l^ discover tlie retreat in wldeli 
lu‘ had disposed of his prize. These arguments, and 
thi' frank fiiiniliar manner in wldch they were de- 
livered, hut, above all, the last consideration, in- 
duced the young gentleman to disclose the whole 
of his proceedings to the ambassador, and jironiiscd 
to he governed by Ids direction, provided the lady 
should not suffer for the step she had taken, hut he 
received by her lius'hand with due reverence and 
respect. These stipulations being agreed to, he 
undertook to produce her in eight and fort y hours ; 
and, taking coach immediately, drove to the ])laee 
of her residence, where he spent a w hole day and a 
night ill convincing her of the impossibility of their 
enjoying each other in that manner. 'J'ln n, re- 
tiiruiug to Taris, he delivered her into the hands 
of the ambassador, w ho, having assured her that 
she might depend upon Ids friendship and jirotec • 
tion, in case she should find herself aggrie\ed hy 
the jealous temper of JMr. Jlornhi'ek, restored lier 
to her legitimate lord, whom he eounsclled to ex- 
empt her from that restraint w hich in all proba- 
bility had bi'cn the cause of her elopement, and 
endeavour to conciliate her affection hy tender 
and resjiectful u.sage. 

The husband behaved with great humility and 
compliance, protesting that his chief study should 
he to contrive parties for her pleasure and satisfac- 
tion. Rut no sooner did he regain possession of his 
stray sheep, than he locked her up more closely 
than ever; and, after liaving revolved various 
schemes for lier reformation, determined to board 
her in a convent, under the inspection of a prudent 
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abbess, who should superintend lier morals, and 
recal her to the paths of virtue, which she had for- 
saken. With this view he consulted an English 
priest of his acquaintance, who advised him to 
settle her in a monastery at Lisle, that she might 
be as far as possible from the machinations of her 
lover; and gave hi n a letter of recommendation to 
the superior of a c. rtain convent in that place, for 
which Mr. Ilornbeck set out in a few days with 
his troublesome charge. 


CHAPTER XLII. 

Peregrine resolves to return tc England ; is diverted with 
the odd Characters ot two of liis Countrymen, with whom 
he contracts an Acquaintance in the Aiuitments of the 
Palace Koyal. 

In the mean time our hero received a letter from 
his aunt, importing that the commodore was in a 
very declining way, and longed much to see him 
at the garrison ; and, at tlie same time, he heard 
from his sister, who gave him to unth'rstand, that 
the young gentleman wlio had for some time madi* 
his addresses to her, was become very pressing in his 
solicitations ; so that she wanted to know in w hat 
manner she should answer his repeated entreaties. 
These two considerations d(‘termincd the young 
Gentleman to return to his native country, a reso- 
[ution that was far from being disagreeable to 
loiter, who knew that the incumbent on a living 
svliieh was in the gift of Trunnion, was extremely 
^Id, and that it w'ould be bis interest to be upon 
the spot at the said incumbent’s decease. 

Percgriiio, who had resided about lifteen months 
in France, thought he was now sufficiently qualified 
for eclipsing most of his coteniporaries in England, 
a,nd therefore prepared for his departure with in- 
finite alacrity, being moreover inflamed^jWith the 
most ardent desire of revisiting bis friends, and re- 
newing his connexions, particularly with Emilia, 
whose heart he, by this time, thought he was able 
to reduce on his own terms. 

As he proposed to make the tour of Flanders and 
Holland in his return to England, he resolved to 
stay at l*aris a week or two after his affairs were 
settled, in hope of finding some agreeable eonipaiiion 
disposed for the same journey, and, in order to re- 
fresh his memory, made a Sv coiid circuit round all 
the places in that cufiitai, where any curious pro- 
luction of art is to he seen. Jii the course of this 
lecond examination, he ehaneecl to enter the Palais 
loyal just as tw'o gentlemen alighted from a fiacre 
Lt the gate, and all three being admitted at the same 
ime, he soon perceived that the strangers were of 
lis own country. One of tliem was a young man, 
n wffiose air and countenance appeared all the un- 
;outh gravity and supercilious self-conceit of a phy- 
iician piping hot from his studies ; while the other, 
o whom his companion spoke by the appellation 
)f Mr. Pallet, displayed at first sight a strange 
imposition of levity and assurance. Indeed their 
diaracters, dress, and address, were strongly con- 
rasted. The doctor wore a suit of black, and a 
luge tie wig, neither suitable to his own age, nor 
he fashion of the country where he then Jived ; 
vhereas the other, though seemingly turned of 
ifty, strutted in a gay summer dress of the Parisian 
:ut, with a bag to liis own gray liuir, and a red fea- 
her in his hat, which he carried under his arm. 
\r these figures seemed to ])romise something 


entertaining, Pickle entered into conversation with 
them iinmeiJiafely, and soon discovered that the 
old gentleman was a painter from London, wiio had 
.stole a fortnight from his occupation, in order to 
visit the remarkable paintings of France and Flan- 
ders ; and that the doctoi* had taken the opportunity 
of accompanying him in bis tour. Being extremely 
talkative, he not only communicated these parti- 
culars to our hero in a very few minutes after their 
meeting, but also took occasion to whisjicr in his 
I ear, that his fellow-traveller was a man of vast 
learning, and, beyond all doubt, the greatest poet of 
the age. As for himself, he was under no necessity 
of making his own eulogium ; for he soon gave such 
specimens of his taste and talents, as left Pickle no 
room to doubt of his capacity. 

While they stood considering the pictures in one 
of the first aparlineritK, which are by no means tlie 
most masterly compositions, the Sw iss, wLo sets uj) 
for a connoisseur, looking at a certain piece, pro- 
nounced the word nutynijiquc ! with' a note of ad- 
miration ; upon whieli l\Ir, Pallet, w'bo was not at 
all a critic in the French language, replied with 
great vivaeif}, “w/o/i///hc, you mean, and a very 
indifferent piece of manufacture it is ; pray, gen- 
tlemen, take notice, tliere is no keejiing in those 
beads upon the back ground, nor no relief in the 
principal figure, ’rhen you’ll observe the shadings 
are harsh to the last degree ; and — come a little 
closer this way — don’t you perceive that the fore- 
shortening of that arm is monstrous — agad, sir, 
there is an absolute fracture in the limb --Jkictor, 
you understand anatomy ; don’t you think that 
muscle evidently misplaced? Hark >e, Mr. what 
d’ye call urn,” turning to the attemlant, “what is 
the name of the dauber who painb d that miserable 
perfonnanee?” Tlie Swiss imagining that he w'as 
all this lime expri'ssing his satisfaction, sanctioned 
his supposed commendation, by exelaiming sans pnx. 
“Bight,” cried Pallet, “J could not recollect his 
name, though his manner is (jnite familiar to me. 
We liave a few pieces in England done by that 
same Saiigpree ; but there they are in no estimation ; 
we have more taste among us, than to relish the 
productions of such a miserable gout. A’n’t be an 
ignorant coxcomb, Doctor?” The ])bysician, 
ashamed of his companion’s blunder, thought it 
w'as necessary, for the honour of his owm eburucter, 
to take notice of* it before the stranger, and there- 
fore answered his (piestioii, by repeating this line 
from Horace, 

Mutato nomine, dc te fabula narratur. 

The painter, who was rather more ignorant of 
Latin than of French, taking it for granted that 
this (juolation of his friend conveyed an assent to 
his opinion, “ Very true,” said he, Polatoc dominc 
dale, this piece is not worth a single potatoe.” 
i*eregrine was astonished at this surprising perver- 
sion of the words and meaning of a Latin line, 
which, at first, he could not help thinking was a 
premeditated joke ; hut, upon second thoughts, he 
saw no reason to doubt that it was the extempora- 
neous effect of sheer pertness and ignorance, at 
which he broke out into an immoderate fit of 
laugliter. l*allet, believing that the gentleman’s 
mirth was occasioned by his arch animadversion 
upon the works of Sangprcc, imderwent the same 
emotion in a much louder strain, and endeavoured 
to heighten the jest by more observations of the 
same nature ; while the doctor, confounded at hi*; 
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Impudence and want of knowledge, reprimanded 
him in these words of Homer: — 

Sire me tis alios Acliaion touton akouse muthon. 

This rehnke, the reader will easily perceive, was 
not calculated for the tiicridian of his friend’s in- 
tellects, but uttered with a view of raising his own 
character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, who re- 
torted this parade of learning in three verses from 
the same author, being part of the speech of l\>ly- 
dainas to Hector, importing that it is impossible 
for one man to excel in every thing, liie self- 
sufficient physician, who did not expect such a re- 
partee from a youth of Peregrine’s appearance, 
looked upon liis reply as a fair challenge, and in- 
stantly rehearsed forty or fifty lines of the Iliad in 
a breath. Observing that the stranger made no 
effort to match this effusion, he interpreted his 
silence into submission ; th(‘n, in order to ascertain 
bis victory, insulted him with divers fragments of 
authors, whom his supposed competitor did not 
even know by name ; while IMr. Palh't start'd with 
admiration at the profound scholarship of his com- 
panion. Our young gentleman, far fi‘om repining 
at this superiority, laughed within himself at the 
ridiculous ambition of the pedantic doctor. He 
rated him in his own mind as a mere index-hunter, 
who held the eel of science by the tail, and fore- 
saw an infinite fund of diversion in his solemnity 
and pride, if properly extracted by means of Ins 
fellow-traveller’s vanity and assurance. Prompted 
by these considerations, he resolved to cultivate 
their aequairitanee, and, if possible, amuse himself 
at their expense in his journey througli Flanders, 
understanding that they w ere determined ujwm the 
same route. In this view he treated them with ex- 
traordinary attention, and seemed to pay particular 
deference to the remarks of the painter, who with 
great intrejiidity pronounced judgment upem every 
picture in the palace, or in other words, exposed 
ins own nakedness, in every sentence that pro- 
ceeded from his month. 

When they came to consider the Murder of the 
Innocents, by Le Brim, the Swdss observed, that it 
was V7i bvuu morccau ; and Mr. Pallet replied, 

Yes, yes, one may see with half an eye, that it 
can be the production of no other ; for Bomorso’s 
style, both in colouring and drapery, is altogether 
peculiar; then his design is tame, and his expres- 
sion antic and unnatural. Doctor, }-ou have seen 
my Judgment of Solomon ; 1 think 1 may without 
jiresuiiiption- hut 1 don’t choose to make eom- 
jiarisons; I leave that odious task to other people, 
and let my works sjieak for them.selves. France, to 
he sure, is rich in tlie arts ; hut what is tlie reason? 
The king eucourages men of genius with honour 
and rewards; whereas, in England, we are obliged 
to stand ujion our own feet, and combat the envy and 
malice of our brethren — agad! 1 have a good 
iiiiiid to come and settle here in I’aris; 1 should 
like to have an apartment in the Louvre, with a 
snug pension of so many thousand livres.” In this 
manner did l^dlet jiroceed with an eternal rotation 
of tongue, floundtring from one mistake to another, 
until it was the turn of I^oussin’s Seven Sacraments 
to he examined. Here again the Swiss, out of the 
ahuudance of his zeal, exjiressed his admiration, by 
saymgth'‘se pieces were ; when lliepaintcr, 
turning to him with au air of exultation, “ Pardon 
iiie, frii'ud, there you happen to be mistaken ; these 
are none of Impayahle's, but done by Nicholas 


Pouseen. I have seen prints of them in England ; 
so that none of your tricks upon travellers, Mr. 
Swiss, or Swash, or what’s your name.” He was 
very much elated by this imaginary triumph of 
his understanding, which animated him to per- 
severe in his curious observations ujion all the 
other pieces of that celebrated collection ; hut, per- 
ceiving that the doctor manifested no signs of 
pleasure and satisfaction, hut rather beheld them 
with a sih'iit air of disdain, he could not digest his 
indifference, and asked, with a waggish sneer, if 
ever he had seen such a number of masterpieces 
betbre ? The jihysician, eyeing him with a look of 
compassion, mingled with contempt, observed, that 
there was nothing theic which deserved the atten- 
tion of any person acquainted with the idea.s of the 
ancients; and that the autlior of the finest piece 
now' in being was unworti y to clean the brushes of 
one of those great masters who are celebrated by 
the Greek and Itomaii writers. “ O lud 1 O lud I** 
exelainu'd the painter, with a loud laugh, “ you 
have fairly brought yourself into a dilemma at last, 
dear doctor, for it is well known that ^our ancient 
Greek and Koman artists knew nothing at all of 
the matter, in comjnirison with onr modern mas- 
ters ; for tins good reason, because they had but 
three or four colours, and knew not how to iiuint 
with oil. Besides, which of all your old fusty 
Grecians w'ould you put upon a footing with the 
divine Raphael, the most excellent Michael Angelo 
Bona Hoti, the graceful Guido, the bewitching 
Titian, and, above all others, the sublime Rubens, 
the” — hewould have proceededw ith a long catalogue 
of names which he had got by heart for the j)ur- 
pose, w ithout retaining tlie least idea ol' their seve- 
ral qualifications, had not he been interrujited by his 
friend, w’hose indignation being kindled by the 
irreverence with which lie mentioned tin* Greeks, 
he called him blaspliemer, Gotli, Ilmotian, and, in 
his turn^ asked with great velieineucc which of 
tho.se puny moderns could match with I’anmnus 
of Athens, and his brother Phidias, Polyeletus of 
Bic}on, I’olygnotus the Thrasian, Parrhasius of 
Ephesus, surnamed Ahrodiailos, or the Beav^ and 
Apelles, the prince of painters? He eliallenged 
him to show' any poitrait of these days that could 
vie with the Helen of Xeuxis the Heraelean, or 
any composition equiw to tlie sacrifice of Ipliigenia, 
by Timanthes the Sicyonian ; not to mention the 
twelve gods of A sclepiadonis the Athenian, for 
which Miiason, tyrant of Elatea, gave him about 
three hundred jiounds a piece; or Homer’s Hell, 
by Nieias, who refused sixty talents, amoiuiling to 
iipw'ards of eleven thousand iiouiids, and generously 
made a present of it to his owm country. He de- 
sired him to ])Voduee a collection equal to tliat in 
the Temple of Delphos, mentioned in the Ion of 
Euripides, where Hercules and his companion 
loUius are represented in the act of killing the 
Ix*rmean liydra, with golden sickles, hruacais har- 
pais, where Belleroiihon apiiears on his winged 
steed, vanquishing the fire-hreatliing chimera, tan 
pnripneoiuiaiu and the War of the Giants is de- 
scribed — here Jupiter stands w ielding tlie red liot 
thunderbolt, Kernmwn amphipuron ; there Pallas, 
dreadful to tlu' view', iiorfjopim, brandislieth her 
spear against the liiige Enceladus; and Bacchus, 
w'iih slender ivy ri^ds, defeats and slays the gfis 
iehmm, or mighty son of earth. The painter 
was astonished and eonfounded at this rhapsody of 
names and instances, which was uttered with sur- 
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prising eagerness and rapidity, and 8usi)ected at 
first that the whole was tlie creation of his own 
brain. Hut when Pickle, with a view of flattering 
the doctor’s self-conceit, espoused his side of the 
<luestion, and confirmed the trutli of every thing 
lie iidvaticed, Mr. Pallet changed his o]nnion, and 
in emphatic silence adored the immensity of liis 
friend’s understanding. In short, I’eregrine easily 
perceived that they were false enthusiasts, without 
the smallest pretensions to taste and sensibility, and 
pretended to be in raptures with they knew not 
what, the one thinking it was incumbent upon him 
to express transports on seeing the works of those 
who had been most eminent iii his profession, wdie- 
ther they did or did not really raise his admira- 
tion ; and the other, as a scholar, deeming it his 
duty to magnify the ancients above all com petition, 
with an afl'eeted fervour, whicli the knowledge of 
their excellencies never iiis[)ire<l. Indeed, our 
young gentleman so snecessfully accommodated 
himself to the dispositions oI‘ each, that, long before 
their review was linished, he was become a particu- 
lar favourite with both. 

From the l*alais Itojal he accomiianied them to 
the cloisters of the Parthusiaiis, where they con- 
sidered the history of St. Bruno, by Le Sieuv, whose 
name being utterly unknown to the painter, he 
gave judgment against the whole composition, us 
pitiful and paltry, though, in tlie opinion of all good 
judges, it is a most masterly jierfornianee. 

Having satisfied their cu’’iosity in this place, 
IVregriiie asked them to favour him with their 
company at ilinncr; but whether out of caution 
against the insinuations of one whose character 
they did not know\ or by reason of a prior engage- 
miMit, they deelineil his invitation, on pretence of 
having an a})poiiitnientat a e<‘rtaiii ordinaiy, though 
they cx])ressed a desire of being farther acipiainted 
with him; and JMr. Pallet took tlie freedom oi 
asking iiis name, which he not only di'clared, Imt 
promised, as they were strangers in Pari.s, to wait 
upon them next day in the ibrmioon, in order to 
conduet them to the Hotel de 'riiouloiLse, and the 
liouses of several other noblemen, remarkable for 
paintings or curious furniture. They thankfully 
embraced Ins projiosal, and that .same day made 
iuipiiry among the English gentlemen about the 
character of our hero, w hich tliey found so miwli to 
their satisfaction, that, upon their second meeting, 
they courted his good graces without reserve ; and, 
as the\ had heard of liis iiitimded departure, begged 
earnestly to have the honour of ai'companying him 
through the Low (’ountrie.s. He assured them, 
that nothing conhl be more agreeable to him than 
the prospect of having such fellow-travellers ; and 
they immediately appointed a day for setting out 
on that tour. 


CHAPTER XLTII. 

lie introduces his new Friends to Mr Jollcr, with whom 
the Doctor enters into a Dispute upon (tovernment, which 
had well nigh terminated in open War. 

Mf.anw'iiile, he not only made them acquainted 
with every thing w^orth seeing in town, but attended 
them in their excursions to all the king's houses 
within a day’s journey of Paris ; and, in the course 
of th(*se parties, treated them with an elegant din- 
ner at his own apartments, where a dispute arose 
between the doctor and Mr. Jolter, which had well I 


nigh terminated in an irreconcileable animosity. 
These gentlemen, with an equal share of pride, 
pedantry, and saturnine disposition, were, by the 
accidents of education and company, diametrically 
op]ositc in political maxims; the one, as we have 
alieady observed, being a bigoted high churchman, 
and the other a rank republican. It was an article 
of the governor’s creed, that the peojilc could not 
be happy, nor the earth >ield its fruits in abund- 
ance, under a restricted clergy and limited govern- 
ment ; whereas, in the doctor’s opinion, it w as ai. 
eternal truth, that no constitution was so perfect as 
the democracy, and that no country could flourish, 
but under the administration of the mob. 

I’hese considerations being ])remised, no wonder 
that they happened to disagree in the freedom of an 
unreserved conversation, especially as their enter- 
tainer took all opportunities of encouraging and 
inflaming the contention. The lirst source of their 
difl'erence was an unlucky remark of the painter, 
who observed that the partridgi*, of which he was 
then eating, had the finest relish of any he had 
ever kisted. His friend owned that the birds were 
the best of the kind he had seen in France ; but 
nliirmed that they were neither so plump nor 
delicious as those that were caught in England. - 
The governor, considering this observation as the 
efteet of prejudice and inexperiem'e, said, with a 
.sarcastical smile, “ 1 luTieve, sir, you are very wel! 
disjmsed to find every thing here inferior to the 
productions of your own country.” “ 'I’rue, sir,” 
answered 1heph)si(*ian, willi a certain solemnity of 
aspect, “and not without good reason, J ho])e.” 
“And pray,” resumed the tutor, “wh^ may not 
the partridges of Eranee be as good as those of 
England?” “ Eor a very })lain reason,” re])lied the 
other, “because th(*y are not so well fed. Ulie 
iron liand of ojijiressioii is extended to all animals 
within the French doniinions, even to tin* beasts of 
the field and the fowls of' the air. KnuLs.stn otunoisi 
ti* past.'’ “Egad!” cried the painter, “that is a 
truth not to be controverted; for my own part, 1 am 
none of your tit-bits, one would think, but ^et 
there’.s a freshness in the English eonqilexion, a 
t/h)sce/n/r, I think yon call it, so inviting to a hungry 
Frenchman, that 1 have caught several in the \ery 
act of viewing me with an eye of ex'treme ajqielite 
as I passed ; and as for tlu*ir curs, or rather their 
w'olves, wheiievi'i* 1 set eyes on one of ’em. Ah! 
your liumble servant, Mr. Son of a bitch ; 1 am 
upon my guard in an instant. 'I’hc doctor can 
testify tluit their very horsi‘.s, or more properly 
their live earrioii, that drew our chaise, used to 
reach back their long necks, and sni(‘ll at us, as a 
couple of delicious morsels.” 'I'his sully of Mr. 
Ballet, which was reei'ived with a general laugh of 
ajiprobation, would, in all jirobability, have stifled 
the disjuite in embryo, had not JMr. .loiter, with a 
self-applauding simper, ironically conipliinented the 
strangers on their talking like true Englishnieii. 
The doctor, allronted at the insinuation, told him, 
with some warmth, that he was mistaken in his 
conjecture, his alfeetions and ideas being confined 
to no particular (‘ountry ; for he considered him.self 
as a citizen of the w^irld. He owned himself more 
attached to England than to any other kingdom, but 
this preference w'as the effect of refiectioii, and not 
of prejudice ; because the British constitution ap- 
proachiid nearer than any other to that perfection 
t)f government, the democracy of Athens, which 
j he hoped one day to see revived. He mentioned 
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the death of Charles the First, and the expulsion of 
his son, with raptures of applause ; inveighed with 
great acrimony against the kingly name j and, in 
order to strengthen liis opinion, repeated forty or 
lifry lines froui one of the Pliillippics of J)enios- 
thenes. Jolter, hearing him speak so disrespect- 
full} of the higher powers, glowed with indignation. 
He said his doctrines w'ere detestable, and de- 
structive of all right, order, and society ; that 
monarchy was of divine institution, therefore 
indefeasible by any human ])ower ; and, of eon- 
se(|uenee, those events in the English history, which 
lie had so lihc'rally commended, were no other than 
llagrant instances of sacrilege, perfidy, and sedition ; 
that the dcinocraey of Athens was a most ahsuid 
constitution, productive of anarchy and mischief, 
w'liieh must always happen when the government 
of a nation depends upon tlie eajirice of the ignorant 
hair-brained vulgar; tliat it was m the power of 
the most profligate member of the commonwealth, 
pro\i(led he was endowed with elocpience, to rum 
the most deserving, by a desperate exertion of his 
talents upon the populace, wiio had been often 
persuaded to act in the most ungrateful and 
un prudent manner against the greatest patriots 
that their country had jiroduccd; and, finally, he 
averred, that the liberal arts and sciences liad never 
flourished so mueli in a rejiublie us under the 
eneonraginm'iit and protection of absolute power; 
witm-ss the Augustan age, and tlie reign of Lewis 
the Fourteenth ; nor was it to he supjiosed that 
genius and merit could ever be so anijity reeom- 
jniised by individuals, or dislracti'd councils of 
a commonwealth, as by the generosity and inagni- 
fieeuce of one who had the whole treasures at his 
own command. 

Peregrine, who was pleased to find the contest 
grow w arm, ohsm'vinl tliat tliere sc'emed to he a good 
deal of truth in what ]\lr. Jolter advanced , and the 
painter, whose opinion began to waver, looked with 
a face of expectation at his friend, who, modelling 
his features into an expression of exulting disdain, 
a.dti'd of liis antagonist, if he did not think that 
very ])ovver of rewairdiug merit cuuhled aii absolute 
prince to indulge liimself in the most arbitrary 
license over the lives and fortunes of his pcojile ? 
Before the governor had time to answer this 
(piestioii, I’allet broke forth into an exclamation of 
“ lly the Lord ! that is certainly a fact, <‘gad ! that 
VI as a hoinc-thrnst, doctor.” AVhen Mr. Jolter, 
(‘hastising this shallow intruder w ith a eontemptuons 
look, afiirmed, that though supreim* power fur- 
nished a good prince with the means of exerting 
his virtues, it would not support a tyrant in the 
exercise of cruelty and oppression ; because in all 
nations the genius of the people must he consulted 
by their governors, and the burden proportioned to 
tlie shoulders on which it is laid. — “ Else, what 
follows?" said the pliysicum. “ I'lie conseijuence is 
plain,” replied tlie gov'eriior, “ insurrection, revolt, 
and his own destruction ; for it is not to he supposed 
that the subjects of any nation would he so abject 
and pusillanimous as to neglect the means which 
Heaven had put in their power for their own pre- 
servation.” “ G adzooks, you’re in the right, sir,” cried 
Pallet, “that I grant you must he confessed. Jloctor, 
I’m afraid we have got into the wrong box.” This 
son of I’apan, however, far from being of his friend’s 
opinion, observed, with an air of triumph, that he 
would not only demonstrate the sophistry of the 
gentleman’s last allegation by arguments and facts, 


but even confute him with his own wmrds. Jolter 
eyes kindling at tliis presumptuous declaration, he 
told his antagonist, while his lip quivered with 
resentment, that, if his arguments were no better 
than his breeding, he was sure he would make very 
few converts to his ojiinion ; and tlie doctor, with 
all the insolence of triumph, advised him to bew^are 
of disputes for the future, until he should have 
made himself more master of his subject. 

Peregrine both wished and hoped to see tin* dis- 
putants proceed to arguments of more w'cight and 
conviethm ; and the painter, dreading the same 
issiu*, interposed with the usual exclamation of 
“ For (Jod’s sake, gentlemen !” when the governor 
rose from table in great dudgeon, and left the 
room, muttering some ejaculation, of wdiich the 
word coxcoiuh only could be distinctly heard. I'he 
physician, being tliiis left master of the field of 
battle, w'as complimented on his victory by Pere- 
grine, and so elevated by his success, that he 
declaimed a full hour on the absurdity of Jolter’s 
proposition, and the beauty of the democratic 
admiiiistratioti ; canvassed the whole scheme of 
Flato's repuhlie, with many quotations from that 
ideal aiitlior touching the to kalon ; from thence he 
made a transition to tlie moral sense of ^ihalteshury, 
and concluded his harangue w'ith the greatest part 
of that frothy writer’s rhapsody, which lu* rt'peaU d 
with all thevioh'nce of enthusiastic agitation, to the 
unspeakahle satisfaction of his entertainer, and the 
unutlerahle admiration of Pallet, who looked upon 
him as something supernatural and divine So 
intoxicated was this vain young inau wdtli the 
ironical praises of Pickle, that he forthwith shook 
oir all reserve, and, having prolcsscd a IViendsliip 
for our hero, whose taste and learning he did not 
fail to extol, intimated, in plain terms, that lie was 
the only piTsoii in these latter agi's who possessed 
that sublime gmiius, that portion of the divnnly of 
Ti which immortalized the Grecian piu’ts ; 

that as Pythagoras affirmed tlie sjiirit of Eupliorhus 
had transniigiated into his body, lie, the doctor, w as 
strangely possessed with the opinion that he himself 
was inspired by the soul of Pindar; because, nudving 
allowance for the difi’erenee of languages in whicli 
they wrote, there was a surjirising affinity between 
his own works and those of t hat celebrated ’riiehaii ; 
and, as a contirimition of this truth, he nninediately 
j)n>duced a sample of each, which, though in spirit 
and versification as different as the Odes of Horace 
and our present Poet Laureate, Peregrine did not 
scruple to pronounce altogether congenial, not- 
w'itlistandingthe violence he by this sentence offered 
to his own conscience, and a certain alarm of his 
pride, that was wn^ak enough to he disturbed by 
the physician’s ridiculous vanity and jiresiunption, 
wffiich, not contented with displaying his iinjiortance 
in the world of taste and })()lite literature, manifested 
itself in arrogating certain material discoveries in 
the province of physic, which could not fail to ad- 
vance him to the highest pinnacle of that prolession, 
considering the recommendation of his other talents, 
together with a liberal fortune whicli he inherited 
from his father. 

GIIA]*TER XLIV. 

The Doctor prepares an Kntertainnicnt in the manner of the 

Aneientb, which is attended with divers ridiculous Cir 
cmnstances. 

In a word, our young gentleman, by his insinuating 
behaviour, acquired the full confidence of the doctor, 
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who invited him to an entertainment, which he 
intended to prepare in the manner of the ancients. — 
PickJc, struck with this idea, eagerly embraced the 
proposal, which he honoured witli many encomiums, 
as a plan in all respects worthy of liis genius and 
apprehension ; and llie day was appointed at some 
distance of time, that the treater might have leisure 
to compose certain pickles and confections, which 
were not to be found among the culinary prepara- 
tions of these degenerati* days. 

With a view of rendering the physician’s taste 
more conspicuous, and extracting from it the more 
diversion. Peregrine proposed that some foreigners 
should partake of the banquet ; and the task being 
left to his care and discretion, he actually bespoke 
the company of a Prench maripiis, an Italian count, 
and a German baron, whom lie knew to be egre- 
gious coxcombs, and therefore more likely to 
enhance the joy of the entertainnieiit. 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he con- 
ducted them to the hotel wht‘re the physician 
lodged, after having regaled their expectations wdth 
an elegant meal in the genuine old Itoman taste ; 
and they were received by J\lr. Pallet, who did the 
honours of the house, while his friend superintended 
the cook below, liy this communicative painter, 
the guests understood that the doctor had met with 
numerous difficulties in the execution of his de- 
sign ; that no fewer than five cooks had been dis- 
missed, because they could not prevail upon their 
own cornsciences to obey his directions in things 
that were contrary to the present practice of their 
art ; and that although he had at last engaged a 
person, by an extraordinary premium, to comjdy 
with Ills orders, the fedlow was so astonished, mor- 
tified, and incensed at the commands he had re- 
ceived, that his hair stood on end, and he begged, 
on his knees, to be released from the agreement he 
had made ; lint finding that Ins enqiloyer insisted 
upon the performance of his contract, and tlireat- 
ened to introduce him to the comniissaire, if he 
should flinch from the bargain, he had, in the dis- 
charge of his office, wept, sung, cursed, and capered, 
for tw'o whole hours without interinissioii. 

While the comjiany listened to tins odd infor- 
mation, by which they were prcfiossessed with 
strange notions of the dinner, their ears were in- 
vaded by a piteous voice, that exclaimed in French, 
“ For the love of God ! dear sir! for the pass'on of 
Jesus Christ! spare me the mortification of the 
honey and oil !” J'hcir cars still vibrated w i th the 
sound, when the doctor entering, was by IViegrine 
made acquainted with the strangers, to wdiom he, 
in the transports of his wratli, could not help com- 
plaining of the want of eomjilaisance he had found 
ill the Parisian vulgar, by v\lnch Ins plan had been 
almost entirely ruined and set aside. 'I’he French 
marquis, who thought the honour of his nation was 
eonccnied at this declaration, jirofcssed his sorrow 
for what had happened, so contrary to the esta- 
hlished character of the people, and undertook to 
see the delinquents severely punished, ])rovided he 
could be informed of their names or places of 
abode. The mutual compliments that pas.sed on 
this occasion were scarce finished, when a servant, 
coming into the room, announced dinner; and the 
entertainer led the way into another apartment, 
where they found a long table, or rather two hoards 
joined together, and furnished with a variety of* 
dishes, the steams of which had such evident effect 
upon the nerves of the company, that the marquis 


made frightful grimaces, under pretence of taking 
snufi'; the Italian’s eyes watered, the German’s 
visage underwent several distortions of feature ; our 
hero found means to exclude the odour from his 
sense of smelling, by breathing only through liis 
mouth ; and the jioor painter, running into another 
room, plugged his nostrils with tobacco. ’L'he doc- 
tor himself, who was the only person then present 
whose organs were not discomposed, pointing to a 
couple of couches placed on each side of the tabli?, 
told his guests that he was sorry he could not pro- 
cure the exact triclinia of the ancients, which were 
somewhat diflerent from these conveniciicies, and 
desired they would have the goodness to repose 
themselves without ceremony, each in his resfiectivi* 
couchette, while he and his friend Mr. Pallet would 
place themselves upright at the ends, that they 
might have the pleasure of serving those that lay 
along. This disposition, of which tlie strangers Inid 
no previous idea, disconcerted and perplexed them 
in a most ridiculous manner; the manjuis and 
baron stood bowing to each other, on pretence of 
disjmting the lower seat, but in reality with a view 
of profiting by the example of each other, for 
neither of them understood the manner in which 
they were to loll ; and Peregrine, who enjoyed their 
confusion, handed the count to the other side, where, 
w'itli the most mischievous politeness, he insisted 
upon his taking possession of tlic upper jilace. 

Jn this disagreeable and ludicrous suspense, they 
continued acting a pantomime of gesticulation^, 
until iiie doctor earnestly entreated tliem to waive 
all eompliim'iit and form, lest the dinner should he 
spoiled before the ceremonial eoiild be adjusted. 
J‘hus conjured, Perc'grine took the lower coueh on 
the left-hand side, laying himself gently down, wdtli 
his face towards the tahh*. 'J'he marquis, m muta- 
tion of this pattern, though he wouhl have mueh 
rather fasted three days than run the risk of dis- 
composing his dress by such an attiliuhs stretched 
himself upon the opposite place, reclining upon his 
elbow" ill a most painful and awkward situation, 
with his head raised above the end of the eoneh, 
that the economy of his hair might not siilfcr by 
the jirojcction of his body. ’J’lie Italian, being a 
Ihiii limber creature, planted biinself next to I'lckle. 
without sustaining any misfortune, but that of liis 
slocking being torn by a raggi'd nail of tiie seat, as 
he raised his legs on a level with the rest ol his 
limbs. Put the baron, who was neither so wdeldy 
nor supple in Ins joints as his companions, flounced 
hiinsclf down v\ith .such precipitation, that his feci, 
suddenly tilting uji, came in furious contact witli 
the head of the uiarquis, and demolished every curl 
in a twinkling, while his own skull, at tl'.e same 
instant, descended upon the side of his eoueh with 
such violence, that his ])criwig was struck off, and 
the whole room filled with jmlvilio. 

'Pile drollery of distress that attended this dis- 
aster entirely vanquished tlu; affected gravity of 
our young gentleman, w'ho was obliged to suppress 
his laughter by cramming his handkerchief in his 
mouth ; for the bareheaded German asked pardon 
with such ridiculous confusion, and the marquis 
admitted his apology with such rueful complaisance, 
as w ere suffieieiit to awake the mirth of a Qiiitaist. 

This misfortune being repaired as well us the 
eireuinstances of the occasion w^ould permit, and 
every one settled according to the arrangenumt 
already described, the doctor graciously undertook 
to give some account of the dishes as they occurred. 
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that the company might be directed in their choice ; 
and, with an air of infinite satisfaction, thus began, 
“ This here, gentlemen, is a boiled goose, served up 
in a sauce composed of i)epper, lovage, coriander, 
mint, rue, anchovies, and oil ! 1 wish, for your 

sakes, gtuitlemen, it w^as one of the geese tif Ferrara, 
so much celebrated among the ancients for the 
magnitude of their livers, one of which is said to 
huAc weighed upwards of two pounds; with this 
food, exquisite as it was, did the tyrant Ileliogabu- 
lus regale his hounds. But I beg jiardon, 1 liad 
almost Jorgot the soup, which 1 hear is so necessary 
an article at all tables in France. At each end 
there are dishes of the salacacabia of the 1 tomans ; 
one is made of parsley, pennyroyal, cdieese, jiine- 
t<)})s, honey, vinegar, brine, eggs, eueumbers, onions, 
and hen livers ; tlie other is rmieh the same as the 
soiip-maigre of this country. Then there is a loin 
of boiled veal Avitli fennel and carraway seed, on a 
pottage composed of pickle, oil, honey, and flour, 
and a curious hashis of the lights, liver, and blood 
of a hare, together with a disli of roasted pigeons. 
]\Ionsieur le baron, shall I help you to a jilate of 
tin's souj)?” 'riie (icnnan, who did not at all dis- 
aiqirove of the ingr(*dients, assented to the proposal, 
and seemed to relish the composition; while the 
marquis being asked by the painter which of the 
sill\ -kiekahys he chose, was, in conseqiienee of his 
desire, uecomniodated witli a portion of the soup- 
luaigie; and the count, in lieu of sjioon meat, of 
which he said he was no great admirer, supplied 
himself with a pigeon, therein eonfonniiig to the 
choice of our )ouug gentleman, whose example he 
cletiTiuined to follow through the whole coarse of 
llie eiiteitainmeiit. 

The Frenelimau having swallowed ihefirst sjioon- 
ful, made a full pause, his throat sw elled as il'au egg 
had stuck ill Ins gullet, his e> es i oiled, and his mouth 
niiderw'ent a senes of involuntar} eoiitractioiis and 
dilatations. Pallet, w ho looked stedfastly utthiscon- 
noisseur, w itli a view of consulting his taste, before 
he himself would venture upon the souj), began to 
he disturbed at these emotions, and observed, with 
some eoiK'ern, that the jioor geiilleinan seemed lo 
lie going into a fit; when Peregrine assiiied him, 
tiiat these were SMiqUoms of eestasv, and, ior fur- 
ther eonfirmation, asked the inai(|uis how he found 
the soup. It was with infinite dillienltv that his 
coinpkiisancc could so far master his disgust, as to 
<*nahk* Iiini to answer, “Altogether I’xeellciit, iqioii 
iny honoiii I’’ ^Vnd the paintor being certified of 
his appiohal ion, lifted the spoon to lus mouth with- 
out scruple , but far from justil}ing the eulogium 
of his taster, when this precious coniiiosition dif- 
fusi'd itself upon his ^lalate, he seemed to he de- 
prived of all sense and motion, and sat like the 
haideii statue of some river god, with the Injiior 
fiowing out at both sides of his mouth, 

'riu* doctor, alarmed at this indecent phenoim*- 
noii, earnestly inquired into the cause of it; and 
when Pallet recovered his recollection, and swmie 
that he would rather swallow porridge made of burn- 
ing brimstone, than sucli an infernal mess as that 
wliich he liad tasted, the jihysieian, inhisown vindi- 
eation, assured the company, that, except the usual 
ingredients, he had mixed nothing in the soup but 
some sal-ammoiiiae, instead of the ancient uitriim, 
which could not now be procured ; and ajipealed to 
the marquis, whether such a siiccedaneuin was not 
an improvement on the whole. The unfortunate 
petit-maitre, driven to the extremity of his con- 


descension, acknowledged it to be a masterly re- 
finement ; and di‘eming himself obliged, in point of 
lionour, to evince his sentiments by his jiractice, 
forced a few more moutlifuls of this disagreeable 
potion down his throat, till his stomach was so much 
offended, that he was eompedled to start up of a 
sudden, and, in the hurry of his eh'vation, over- 
turned his plate into the bosom of the baron. The 
emergency of liis occasions would not permit him 
to stay and make apologies for this abnijit beha- 
viour ; so that lie flew into another apartnumt, 
where I’ickle found him puking, and crossing him- 
self with great devotion ; and a chair, at liis desire, 
being brought to the door, he slipped into it more 
(lead than alive, conjuring his friend Pickle to make 
his jieaee wdth the coinjiany, and, in particular, ex- 
cuse him to the baron, on account of the violent fit 
of illness with w'hich he liad been seized. It was 
not without reason that he employed a mediator ; 
for when our hero returned to tlie dining-room, the 
(jrernian got up, and was under the hands 6f his 
own lackey, who wiped the grease from a rieli 
enihroidert'd w'aisteoat, wliile he, almost frantic with 
his misfortune, stainpi'd upon the ground, and, in 
High Dutch, cursed the unlucky banquet, and the 
inipiTtineut eiitertainer, who, all this time, with 
great deliberation, consoled him lor the disaster, by 
assuring him, that the damage might he repaired 
with some oil of tiirjieiitine, and a hot iron. Pere- 
grine, who could scarce ndVaiii from laughing in 
his face, ajipeased his indignation, by telling iiim 
how much the whole coiiipanj, and especially tne 
marquis, was mortilied at tin* accident ; and the 
niiha]>]»y salacaeabia being removed, the places 
were filled with two pies — one of dormice, liquor- 
ed with syrup of white floppies, wliieli the doctor 
had siihstiluted in lli(‘ room of toasted poppy- 
seed, formerly (aten with honey, as a dessert; and 
the olhiT, composed of an hock of pork baked in 
honey. 

J’allel hearing tlie first of these dislies described, 
lifted up his hands and e}^es, and, with signs of 
loathing and amazement, ])rorioune(‘d, “Aide made 
of dormice and syrup of po])j)ies I — Lord in heaven I 
viliat beastly fellows thosi* Homans were!” liis 
friend checked him for his irreverent exeluinatiou 
with a seviTc look, and rceomnieiided the veal, of 
which he himself ehferliilly ate, with such enco- 
miums to the eoiiqiaiiA, that the baron n^soheil to 
imitate his example, alter having called for a Imin- 
per of Ihirgundy, viliieh the physician, for his sake, 
wished to have been the true wine of Falernuin. 
The painter, seeing nothing else upon the table 
which lie would venture to touch, made a merit of 
necessity, and had recimrbeto the \ eal also; although 
he could not help saying, that be would not give 
one slice of the roast beef of t )ld Ihigland 1‘or all 
the dainties of a liouuin emperor’s table. But all 
the doctor’s inv itiitioiis and assurances could not 
prevail upon his guests to honour the hashis and 
the goose ; and that course w as succeeded by an- 
other, in which he told them were divers of those 
dishes, which, among the ancients, had obtained the 
appellation of pohlfUw, or magnificent. “ That 
which smokes in the middle,” said he, “ is a sow's 
stomach, filled w ith a composition of minced pork, 
liog’s brains, eggs, pepjicr, cloves, garlic, anniseed, 
rue, ginger, oil, wine, and pickle. On the right- 
hand side are llie teats and belly (vf a sow, just far- 
rowed, fried w ith sweet wine, oil, flour, lovage, and 
pepper. On the left, is a fricassee of snails, fed, or 
R 
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rather purged, with milk. At that end, next Mr. 
Tallet, are fritters of poinpions, lovage, origanum 
aud oil ; and hero are a couple of j)uJlets, roasted 
and stuffed in the manner of Appiciiis.” 

The painter, who had, by wry faces, testified his 
abhorrence of the sow’s stomach, which he com- 
pared to a bagpipe, aud the snails, which liad under- 
gone i)urgation, no sooner heard liim mention tlie 
roasted pullets, than lie eag(‘rly solicited a wing of 
the fowl ; upon which the doctor desired he would 
take the trouble of cutting them ii]), and accordingly 
sent them round, while Mr. Tallet tucked the table- 
cloth under his chin, and brandished his kniJe and 
fork with singular addr(*ss ; Imt scarce were they 
set down before him, w'hen the tears ran down his 
cheeks, and he called aloud, in a manifest disorder, 
“ Zounds ! this is the essence of a whole bed of gar- 
lic!'* That lie might not, liow ever, disa])pomt or 
disgrace tlie entertainer, he a])plied his instruments 
to one of the birds; and, -when he opened up the 
cavity, was assaulted by such an iiTujition of inlo- 
lerabh' smells, that, without staying to disengage 
himself from the cloth, he sprung away, willi an 
exclamation of “Lord Jesus!” and involved the 
whole table in havoc, ruin, and confusion. 

Before I’icklc eouhl accomplish his escape, lie 
was sauced with a syrup of tlic dormice pie, which 
went to pieces in the general wreck. And as for 
the Italian count, he was overwhelmed hy the sow’s 
stomach, wlvich, bursting in th<‘ fall, discharged its 
contents ujion his leg and thigh, and scalded him so 
miserably, that he shrieked with anguish, and grin- 
ned with a most ghastly aud hurrihle aspect. 

'J'he baron, who sat seciin* without the vortex 
of this tumult, was not at all disjileased at siring 
his companions involved in such a calamity as that 
which lie had alri'ady shared ; but the doctor was 
confounded with shaim* and vexation. After hav- 
ing presciahed an a|)]iIlcation of oil to the count’s 
leg, he e\presS(‘d his sorrow' for the misadventure, 
which he openly ascribed to uant of tasic and pru- 
dence in the jiaiiiter, who did not think jiropi 
return, and make an apolog y in jierson ; and [>ro- 
tesfed lliat there Mas nothing in the fowls whieli 
could oll'Miee to a simsilde nose, the sfnfiing 
being a mixture of ])epper, loN.ige, and 
and the sanee, consisting of m ine and lierring-piekle, 
wbieh lie had used instead of the celebrated (janiiti 
of the h’oinans ; tliat famous ]»ickle liaving been 
prepared sometimes of tin* .sv e////n /, hit h w ere a 
sort of lunny fish, and simietimes of the silu/u.s\ or 
shad fish ; nay, lie observed tliat there was a third 
kind, called (jarum Im nidlion^ made oi the guts, gills, 
und blood of the Ihifunus. 

'J'he physician, finding it would be imjiracticable 
to reestablish the order of the hampict, hy present- 
ing again the dishes Avhich had been discomposed, 
ordered (*very thing to be removed, a clean eloibto 
be laid, and tin* dessert to lie brought in. 

MeuiMhile, lie regretttd hi> me ipaeity to give 
them a specimen of the o//c//,s, or hdi-meals ol tlu* 
aneieiits— siM'h as the }iis duthatiui, the eonaer-eel, 
W’hieh, in (lali'ii’s <>piiiion, is hard of iLgestmn ; 
the roniiild, or p.nnhiid, ilesenhed by Idinv, in his 
-'b'tnral Histow, wlio savs, the horns 4 many o{ 
tliem vt'rt* a foot and a half m length ; the miilh-l 
•and !ain]nv\, tliat were m the liighest estnnaiion 
of old, o'" win. a last J luius ( 'lesar borrowed six 
thousand t'«»r one tiininphal sn]'.per. He oliserwd. 


ment to which Maecenas was invited by the epi- 
cure Nasiedenus, — 

“ Affertur sijiilllos inter nnirciia natanlcs," &c. 
and told them, that they were commonly eaten with 
the thus St/nacinii, a eerlain anodyne and astrin- 
gent seed, which qualified the pnrgathe nature of 
tlie fish. Einally, this learned pliysieian gave them 
to understand, that, thougli this was ivekoned a 
luxurious dish in the zenith of the Eonniii taste, it 
W'as hy no means comparahle, in jioint of exjiense, 
to some preparations in vogue about the tune of 
that absurd voliijUuary 1 leliogabaliis, who ordered 
the brains of six hundred ostriclies to be compounded 
in one mess. 

liy this time the dessert appeared ; and the com- 
pany were not a lit lie rejoiced to see jdain olives, in 
salt and water. But wliat the master of the least 
valued lumsi'lf njxm was, a sort of jelly, which ho 
allirmcd to be jirclerable to the /n//w/y ///////£/ of liesy- 
eliins, being a mixture of vinegar, jnekle, and 
honey, boiled to a projier consistence, and candied 
assaf(r1nki, wliicli he asserted, in contradiction to 
Aiimelbergius and Lister, was no other than the 
liisi'r Sffnuvum, so jirecions as to be sold among the 
ancients to tlie weight of a silver penny. 'Die 
gentlemen took Ins word for tlie excellency of this 
mm, but contented themselves with the olives, 
which gave such an agreeable relish to the wine, 
that they seemed very w'cll (lisi>osed to console 
themselves for the disgraces tliey had endured ; and 
I’iekle, imwilling to lose tlie least cireumstaiiee of 
entertainment that could he enjoyed in their com- 
pany, went in ipiest of tlie painter, who remained 
in his jienitentials in another ayiartment, and could 
not be persuaded to re-enter the banquet ing-room, 
until I’eregrine undertook to procure his jiardou 
from those whom he had injured. lUiviiig as.Mued 
him of this indulgeiiee, our young g(*ntiemaii led 
him m like a criminal, how'ing on all hands with an 
air of humility and contrition ; and {lartieiikirly 
addressing himself to the count, to whom he swore 

English, as (iod was his Saviour, he had no in- 
tent to allront man, woman, or child , hut was tain 
o make the best of Ins way', tlutl he niiaht not givi* 
the lionoiirahle eoinpany e.iiise of olfeiiee, hy oliey- 
ng the dictates of nature in tlieir ])reseiiee. 

When Tickle interjneted this apology to the 
Italian, Tallet was forgiv<*n in very' polile terms, 
nid even received into favour by his Iriend the 
doctor, in eonseipienee of onr hero’s interec'ssion ; 
so tliat all the guests forgot their chagrin, and jiaid 
their respects so piously to the liottle, that, in a 
short time, the champagne iirodiieed veiy evident 
elleets in the behaviour of all pie.■^^-llt. 


CITAlTEIi :XLV. 

TJu* Panili'r is porsiiaded to ruToinp.iny Picklc to a Mafi' 
III Wiim.ui's App.m I— It, in a tiimbL .sotut* 

Advciilurc, ami, wiUi Ims (’uinpamon, coinejid to the 
Ibtstilc. 

’fur. ]>aint(T, at the i ('quest of I’ickh*, who had a 
flesign upon the eoimt's sen'll* of hearing, iavonred 
the eompanv a\ ith the song of iiumj'x r Sijnu c JmieSy 
vhich yielded iiilhute saiit-Ioetion (o tlie baron 
hut atteeted the deheate ears of tlie Italian in swell 
a manner, tl.at his leaUires expre^st d astoinslin eiit 
anddlsqaiet ; aud, hy his sudden aud repeated jour- 
ney . tv) the door, it plainly r\q)eared that lie was in 
tlie same predicament with those w1k>, ISbak. 


that the maimer of drej-ae.g them was deseiihed hy 
Horace, in the account he gives of the entertain- 
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speare ol)serves, M'lien the bagpipe sings in the nose, 
cannot contain their urine for affection. 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating music from 
such a barbarous taste, Mr. Pallet had no sooner 
performed his task, than the count honoured his 
friends with some favourite airs of his own coun- 
try, whicli he warbled with infinite grace and ex- 
pression, though they had not energy sufiicicut to 
engage the attention of the German, who fell fast 
asleep u})on his couch, and snored so loud as to in- 
terrupt, and totally annul this ravishing entertain- 
ment ; so that they were fain to have recourse again 
to the glass, which made such innovation upon the 
brain of the physician, lluit he sung divers odes of 
Anacreon, to a tune of his own composing, and 
held forth upon the music and recitative of the an- 
cients with great erudition; w'hile Pallet, having 
found means to make the Italian ao(iuainted with 
the nature of liis profession, harangued upon i)aint- 
ing with wonderful volubility, in a language which 
it was w(‘ll for his own credit the stranger did not 
understand. 

At length the doctor was seized wdtli such a 
qualm, that he begged Peregrine to lead him to 
his chamber ; and the baron being w aked, retired 
W'ith the count. 

l‘cregrinc, being rendered frolicksomc w’ith the 
wine he had drank, proj)osed that he and Pallet 
should go to a inas(juerade, winch he recollected 
was to b(‘ given that night. 'I’lie i)aintcr did not 
want curiosity and inclination to accompany him, 
but expressed his ai)prehensi(m of losing him in the 
bull, au accident winch could not fail to he verj- 
disagreeable, as he was an utter stranger to the 
language and the town, f'o obviate this objection, 
the landlady, who was of tlieir counsel, advised 
him to appear in a w'oman's dress, which would lay 
his eompaiuou under the necessity of attending him 
with inor{‘ cure, as he could not with decency de- 
tach liimself from the lad} whom lie should intro- 
duce; besides, such a supposed connexion w'ould 
hinder the ladies of pleasure from accosting and 
euiplo} ing I heir seduciug arts upon a jiersou already 
en«ag<‘d. 

()ur young gentleman, foreseeing the abundance 
of diversion in tlie execution of this ])roject, se- 
conded the projiosal witli such importiinity and 
address, that tlie painter allowed himself to he 
habited in a suit belonging to the landlady, w ho also 
]u-oenrcd for him a mask and domino, wdiile J'lckle 
provided himself with a Spanish dress. In tliis 
disguise, winch they put on about eleven o’clock, 
did thoy, attended by Pijies, set out in a fiacre for 
the ball room into wiiicJi Pickle led this suppositi- i 
tious fmnale, to tiie astonishment of the whole ! 
ooinpany, who had nev<*r seen such an uncouth 
figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a view of all the remarkable 
masks, and the painter had been treated with a 
glass of liquor, his mischievous companion gave 
him the slip, and vanishing in an instant, returned 
with another mask and a domino over his habit, that 
he ight enjoy J*allet’s jicrplexity, and be at hand 
to protect him from insult. 

i'he jioor painter, ha\ing lost his guide, was al- 
most distracted with anxii-ty, and stalked about the 
room in qin'st of liim, w ith such liuge strides and 
oddity of gesture, that he xvas followed by awdiole 
multitudi', who gazed at liim as a preternatural 
phenomenon. U his attciulanee increased his un- 
easiness to such a degiee, that he could not help 


littering a soliloquy aloud, in which he cursed his 
fate for having depended upon the promise of such 
a wag ; and swore, that, if once he w^as clear of 
this scrape, ho would not bring himself into such 
a premnnirc again for the whoie kingdom of Prance. 

Divers petit-maitivs, understanding the mask 
was a foreigner, wlio, in all probability, could not 
speak French, made up to him in their turns, in 
order to display their wit and address, and tcazed 
him with several arch questions, to which he made 
no other answer than, “No parljf Franvy. D—n 
your chattering! — Go about your business, can’t 
ye?” Among tlie masks was a nobleman, who be- 
gan to he very free with the sujiposed lady, and 
attempted to plunge his hand into her bosom. Put 
the painter was too modest to suffer such indecent 
treatment ; and, when the gallant repeated his ef- 
forts in a manner still more indelicate, lent him 
such a box on the car, as made the lights dance 
before him, and created such a suspicion of Pallet’s 
sex, that the Frenchman swore he was either a 
male or hermaphrodite, and insisted upon a scru- 
tiny, for the sake of liis own honour, with sucli 
obstinacy of resentment, that the fictitious nymph 
was in imminent danger, not only of being exposed, 
but also of undergoing severe chastisement, for 
having made so free wifli the prince’s ear ; wdien 
Fer(‘griii(‘, who saw and overheard every thing that 
passed, thought it was high time to interpose ; and 
aecorrlingly asserted his pretensions to the insulted 
lady, wlio was overjoyed at this proof of his pro- 
tection. 

'I’hc affronted gallant persevered in demanding 
to know who she w^as, and our hero as strenuously 
refused to give him that satisfaction ; so tliat high 
words ensued; and the prince threatening to punish 
his insolenci?, the young gentleman, who was not 
.supposed to know his ipiality, pointed to the place 
where his own sword ust*d to liang; and snajqiing 
liis lingers in his face, laid hold on the painter's 
arm, and led him to another part of the room, halv- 
ing his aulagomst to the meditations of his own 
revi'iige. 

Fallet, liaving eliid his conductor for his bar- 
barous desertion, made him acipiainled with the 
dillicLilly in which lie liad been involved, and flatly 
(eihiig him he w ould not put it in his powun* to ghe 
him the slip again, held fast by his arm during the 
remaining j»art of the entertainnu'nt, to the no small 
(liver.sion of the company, wliose attention was al- 
together engrossed in the eontemplation of such an 
awkward, iiiigaiiily, stalking apparition. At last, 
J'ickle being tired of exhibiting this raree-show, 
complied with the repeated desires of hiscoiupanion, 
and handed her into the coach ; whicli lie himself 
had no sooner entered, than they were surrounded 
by a file of musketeers, commanded by an exemjil, 
who, ordering the coach-door to be opened, took liis 
place with great deliberation, while om; of ms de- 
tachment mounted the box, in order to direct the 
driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this 
arrest, and it was well for him he had no weapon 
wherewith to stand upon his defence ; for such was 
the impetuosity and rashness of his temper, that, 
had lie been armed, he would have run all risks 
•ather than surrender liimself to any odds what- 
ever; but J’allet imagining that the ofiicer was some 
g<*ntleman who bud mistaken their carriage for his 
own, desired his friend to undeceive the stranger; 
and, when he was informed of the real state of tlu ir 
R 2 
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condition, his knees began to shake, his teeth to 
chatter, and lie uttered a most doleful lamentation, 
iniiwn’ting his fear of being carried to some hideous 
dungeon of the Rastile, where he should spend the 
rest of his days in misery and Ijorror, and never 
see the light of God’s sun, nor the face of a friend, 
but perish in a foreign land, far removed from his 
family and connexions. Pickle d — ned him for his 
pusillanimity ; and the exempt hearing a lad^" 
bemoan herself so piteously, expressed his morti- 
fication at being the instrument of giving her such 
pain, and endeavoured to console them, by repre- 
senting the lenity of the French government, and 
the singular generosity of the prince, by whose 
order they were apprehended. 

Peregrine, whose discretion seemed to forsake 
him on all such occasions, exclaimed with great 
bitterness against the arbitrary administration of 
France, and inveighed, wdth many expressions of 
contempt, against the character of the offended 
prince, wliose resentment, (far from being noble, he 
said) was pitiful, ungenerous, and unjust. To this 
remonstrance the officer made no rejily, but shrugged 
up his shoulders in silent astonishment at the har- 
(hesse of the prisoner, and the fiacre was just on 
the point of setting out, when they heard the noise 
of a scuffle at the hack of the coach, and the voice 
of Tom Pipes j)ronouncing, “ I’ll be d— ned if I do.” 
'I’his trusty attendant had been desired by one of 
the guard to descend from his station in the rear, 
but, as he resolved to share his master’s fate, 
he took no notice of their entreaties, untd they 
were seconded by force ; and that In* endeavoured 
to repel with his heel, which he aj)i)lied with such 
energy to the jaws of the soldier who first came in 
contact with him, that they emitt(‘d a crashing 
sound like a dried walnut between the grinders ol‘ 
a templar in the pit, Fxas[»eratcd at this outrage, 
the other saluted 'i’oiri’s iiostcriurs with his bayonet, 
which incommoded him so mucli, that lie could no 
longer keep his post, but leaping ujion the ground, 
gave his antagonist a cliuck under the eliiii, which 
laid him upon his back, and then skipping over 
him with infinite agility, absconded among the 
crowd of coaches, till he saw tin* guard mount 
before and behind upon his master’s fiacre, which 
no sooner set forward than he followed at a small 
distance, to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine 
slionld be coiiiined. 

After having proeeeded sloAvly through many 
w’ hidings and turnings, to a part of Paris in which 
pipes w^as an utter stranger, the eoaeh stopped at 
a great gate, Avith a Avieket in the middle, which 
being opened at the ajiproach of the carriage, the 
prisoners were admitted ; and the guard returning 
with the fiacre, Tom determined to Avateh in that 
place all night, that in the iiiorniiig heniigfit make 
such ohscrA'ations as might be conducive to the 
enlargement of his master. 


CHAPTER XLVL 

By the Fidelity of Pipes, .loiter is informed of his Pupil’s 
Fate— Confers with the Physician — Applies to tlic Ambas- 
sador, A\ho, with great Dilticulty, obtains the Discharge 
of the Prisoners, on certain Conditions. 

This plan he executed, notwithstanding tlie pain of 
his wound, and the questions of the city guard both 
horse and foot, to wliich he could make no other 
answer than ^'■Anyloi&, Anglois;^ and as soon as it 


was light, taking an accurate survey of the castle 
(for such it seemed to he) into which Peregrine and 
Pallet had been conveyed, togtalier with its situa- 
tion in respect to the river, he went home to their 
lodgings, and Avaking Mr. Jolter, gave him an 
account of the adventure. The governor Aivrung 
his hands in the utmost grief and consternation, 
w'heii he heard this unfortunate piece of news ; he 
did not doubt lhat his pupil was imprisoned in the 
Uastile for life ; and, in the anguish of his appre- 
hension, cursed tlie day on which he had undertaken 
to superintend the conduct of such an imprudent 
young man, who had, by reiterated insults, pro- 
voked the vengeance of such a mild forbearing 
administration. That he might not, however, neg- 
lect any means in liis power to extricate him from 
his present misfortune, he despatched 'riiomas to 
the doctor, with an account of his companion’s fate, 
that they might join their interest in liehalf of the 
captiA^cs ; and the pliysician being informed of what 
had happened, immediately dressed himself, and 
repaired to Jolter, whom lie accosted in these words ; 
“ Now, sir, 1 hope yon are convinced of your error, 
in asserting that oppression can never he the effect 
of arliilrary poAver. Such a calamity as this could 
never have happened under the Athenian demo- 
cracy. Kay, evtni A\hen the tyrant I’isistratiis got 
possi'ssioii of that coniinonwealth, he durst not ven- 
ture to rule with such absolute and unjust dominion. 
You shall see now tluit ISIr. l*i('kle and my friend 
Pallet will fall a saentice to the tyranny of lawless 
power; and, in niy opinion, wc shall he accessary 
to the ruin of this poor enslaved people, if we bestir 
ourselves in demanding or imploring the release of 
our unliappy eountrynien ; as A\'e may thereby pre- 
vent tlie eoniniission of a flagrant crime, which 
Avoiild fill up I he vengeance of heaven against the 
perjK'trators, and perhaps he the means of restoring 
a whole nation to tlu' mispeakahle fruition of free- 
dom. For 1113^ oAMi ])art, J should rejoice to see th- 
blood of niy father sjnlt in such a glorious cause, 
proAided siieh u Aietiin would furnish me with the 
opportunity of dissolving the chains of slavery, and 
vindicating that liberty which is the liirthright of 
man. Tlien w ould my name he immortalized among 
the patiiot lieroes of antiquity, and my memory, 
like that of llannodiiis and Aristogiton, be ho- 
noured by statues elected at the jiuhlic expense.” 
’Phis rhapsod}", which was delivered with great 
emphasis and agitation, gave so much ofifcnct* to 
fJolter, that, without speaking one A\ord, lie retired 
in great w'ratli to liis own chamber, and the re- 
publican returned to his lodging, in full hope of his 
jirogiiostie being verified in the death and destruc 
tion of I’eregrine and the painter, which must give 
risi; to some renowned revolution, w liercin lie him- 
self would act a principal part. Rut the governor, 
whose imagination was not quite so warm and 
prolific, went directly to the ambassador, whom he 
informed of his pupil’s situation, and besought to 
interpose with the French ministr} , that he and the 
other Rritish subject might obtain their liberty. 

His excellency asked if Jolter could guess at the 
cause of his imprisonment, that he might he the 
better prepared to vindicate or excuse his conduct ; 
hut neither he nor Pipes could give the smallest 
hint of intelligence on that subject; though he 
furnished himself from Tom’s own mouth with a 
circumstantial account of the maimer in which his 
master had been arrested, as well as of his own 
behaviour, and the disaster he had received on that 
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occasion. His lordship never doubted that Pickle 
had brought this calamity upon himself* by some 
unlucky ])rank he had played at the masquerade ; 
especially when he understood that tlie young 
gentleman had drank freely in tlie afternoon, and 
been so whimsical as to go thither with a man in 
woman’s apparel ; and he, that same day, waited on 
the Freneh minister, in full confidence of obtaining 
his discharge ; but met with more difficulty than 
he expected, the court of France being extremely 
punctilious in every tliitig that concerns a prince of 
the blood. The amhassadtJi* was therefore obliged 
to talk in very high terms ; and though the present 
circumstances of the French ])olitics Mould not 
alloM’^ them to fall out with the British administra- 
tion for trifles, all the favour lu* could procure, was 
a promise that Pickle should he set at liberty, pro- 
vided he would ask pardon of the prin<*e to whom 
he had given oflenee. 11 is excelleney thought this 
Auis but a reasonable condescension, sujiposing Pe- 
regrine to have been in the wrong ; and Jolter was 
admitted to him, in order to communicate and re- 
inforce his lordship's advice, which was, that he ^ 
should comply with the terms proposed, 'f'he go- 
vernor, wdio did not enter this gloomy fortress with- 
out fear and trembling, found liis [uifiil in a dismal 
apartment, void of all furniture but a stool and 
truckle-bed ; the moment he M’as admitted, he p(‘r- 
eeived tlie youth whistling with great uncoiu'ern, 
and working Nvitli his ]ienell at the bare wall, on 
which he liad delineated a ludicrous figure, labelh*d 
with the name of tin* iiobleinaii whom he had 
affronted, and an English mastifl M itli his leg lifted 
u[*, in the altitude of making water in his shoe, 
lie had been even so jiresuniptuous as to exjilam 
the device with satine.il mserijitions m the French 
language, wduch, wiieu .loiter jierused, his hair 
stood on end w'lth affright. The \ery tunikfy was 
confounded and overawed by the boldness of his 
behaviour, Mdiieh he had never seen matched by 
ail) inhabitant of tliut place ; and actually joined 
his friend in jiersuading him to submit to the easy 
demand of the minister. But our hero, far from 
eiubracmgtlie counsel of this advocate, banded him 
to the door with great ceremony, and dismissed 
him with a kick on the breech ; and to all the su])- 
plications and even tears of .loiter, made no other 
re])ly than that he w'ould stooj) to no eoadesi ension, 
because he had committed no eriiiu' ; but would 
leave his ease to the coanii^aiice and exertion of 
the British court, who.se duty it was to see justice 
don(‘ to its own subjects, lie desired, however, 
that I'allet, Avho was confined in another jilaee, 
might avail himself of his owm disposition, wdiich 
was sufficiently pliable. But when the governor 
derived to see his fellow prisoner, the turnkey gave 
him to understand, tliat he had received no orders 
ridatiiig to the lady, and therefore could not admit 
him into her apartment; lliough he was eoni- 
filaisant enough to tell him that she .seemed very 
much mortifii^d at her eonfiiiemerit, and at certain 
times behaved as if her bram was not a little disor- 
dered. .loiter, thus baffled in all liis endeavours, 
ipiitted the Bastile with a heavy lieart, and reported 
his fruitless negotiation to the ambassador, w ho 
could not help breaking forth into some acrimoni- 
ous expressions against the obstinacy and inso- 
lence of the young man, who, he said, deserved to 
suffer for his folly. Nevertheless, he did not desist 
from his representations to the Freneh ministry, 
Mliich he found so unyielding, that he was obliged 


to threaten in plain terms to make it a national 
concern ; and not only w rite to his court for instruc- 
tions, but even advise the council to make reprisals, 
and send some French gentlemen in London to the 
tower. 

I'his intimation had an effect upon the ministry 
at Versaille.s, who, rather than run the risk of 
ineensing a people, whom it was neither their in- 
tere.stnor inclination to disoblige, consented to dis- 
charge the offenders, on condition that they should 
leave Paris in three days after their enlargenieiit. 
'I’his proposal was readily agreed to by Peregrine, 
who was now a little more tractable, and heartily 
tired of being cooped up in such an uncomfortable 
al)()di‘, for the space of three long days, without 
any sort of eommiinieation or entertainmenl, hut 
that which his own imagination suggested. 

(!11APTER XLVIT. 

Peregrine miikes liiinscll nienv at llie expense oftlicPaiiitei, 

wliocuists lii.s Landlad), and bieaks with the Duclur 

As he could easily conceive the situation of liis 
companion in adversity, he wuis unwilling to leave 
the jilace, until he liad reaped some diversion from 
his distre.s.s, and with that view repairi*d to the 
dungeon of the afflicted painter, to which he had 
by tins time free access. When he entered, the 
first object that presented its(*lf to his eye was .so 
uiieoTiimonly ridiculous, that he could scarce pie- 
serve that gravit) of eouiitenaiiee which he had 
ulb'cted in ord(*r to execute tin* joke he had planned. 
'The forlorn Pallet sat iipriglit in his bed, in a dis- 
liiihille that w'us altogether extraordinary. lie had 
laid aside his monstrous hoo]», togetlur with Ins 
sta\s, gowm, and juBieoat, wrapped his lapjx'ts 
about his head b) way of iiiglit-eap, and woie 
Ids domino as a loose* morning-dress ; Ins grizzled 
locks hung doMii aliout liis lack-lustre cni's and 
tawny iieek, oi all the disorder of negligence; Ins 
gray hear<l lirislled about iiidf an inch through the 
remains of the paint with which lus visage had 
been bedaubed, and every feature of bis face was 
lengthened to the most ndieidous expression of 
grief and dismay. Seeing Peregrine eorne in. lie 
started up in a sort of frantic ecstasy, and, running 
towards him with open arms, no sooner perceived 
tlu*. woeful ajqK'aranee into which our liero had 
modelled his physiognomy, than he stopjied short 
all of a sudden, and the joy which had begun to 
take po.ssession of his lieart was in a moment dis- 
pelled by the most rueful presages; .so that i 
stood in a most ludicrous po.sture of dejection, like 
a malefacior at the Old Badev, when sentence ift 
about to he pronoune(*d. Pickle, taking hiiu by 
the hand, heaved a profound sigh, and after having 
protested that he was extremely mortified at heiiig 
pitched upon as tlie messenger of bad new'.s, told 
him, with an air of sympathy and infinite concern, 
that the French court having discovered his sex, 
had resolved, in consideration of the outrageous 
indignity he offered in public to a prince of the 
blood, to detain him in the Bastile a prisoner for 
life ; and that this senteiiei! was a mitigation obtained 
by the importunities of the British ambassador, the 
puiilshinent ordained by law being no other than 
breaking alive on the w heel. "I’hese tidings aggra- 
vated the horrors of the painter to such a degree, 
that he roared aloud, and skij)])ed about the room 
in aU the extravagance of distraction ; taking God 
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and man to witness that he would rather suffer im- 
mediate death, than endure one year’s imprison- 
ment in such a hideous place ; and cursinpj tlie 
hour of his birth, and the moment on which he de- 
parted from his own country. “For my own 
part,” said his tormentor, in a hypocritical tone, 
“ I was obliged to swallow the bitter pill of making 
submission to the prince, who, as 1 had not pre- 
pmed to strike him, received acknowledgments, 
in consequence of which 1 shall be this day set at 
liberty ; and there is even one expedient left for 
the recovery of your freedom. It is, I own, a dis- 
agreeable remeciy ; but one had better undergo a 
little mortification, than be for ever wretched. Be- 
sides, upon second thoughts, I begin to imagine that 
you will not for such a trifle sacrifice yourself to 
the unceasing horrors of a solitary dungeon, espe- 
ciall}’’ as your coiidesceiLsion will in all probability 
be attended with advantages which you could not 
otherwise enjoy.” Pallet, interrupting him with 
great eagern(‘ss, begged for the love of (lodthat he 
w'OJild no long(*r keep him in the torture of sus- 
pense, but mention that same remedy, which he 
was resolved to swallow, let it be never so un- 
palatable. ; 

Peregrine, having thus, played upon his passions 
of fear and hop<‘, answered, that, as the oftence was 
committed in the habit of a woman, which was a 
disguise unworthy, of the other sex, the French 
court was of opinion that .the deliiy|uent should he 
reduced to the neuter gender; so.tluit there was an 
alternative at his otvn option, by which he had it in 
his i)ower to regain immediate freedom. “ What!” 
cried the painter in despair, “become a singer? 
Gadzooks 1 and the devil and all that, I’ll rather lie 
still wdiere I am, and let myself be devoured by 
vermin.” Then thrusting out his throat, “Here 
is my wind- pipe,” saifl he, “be so good, my dear 
friend, as to give it a slice or two ; if you don't, I 
shall one of these da\s be found dangling in my 
garters. What an unfortunate rascal I am I What 
a blockhead, and n beast, and a fool was I to tru.st 
myself among such a barbarous ruffian ra«e I Lord 
f(»rgivc you, IMr. Pickle, for having been the imme- 
diate cause of my disaster ; if you had stood by me 
from the beginning, acoording to your ju'omise, I ■ 
sfould not luive been teamed by that coxcomb who 
has brought me to this pass. And why did I put 
on this d — ned unlucky dross ? Lard cur.se that chat- 
tering Jezebel of a landlady, wdio advised such a 
preposterous di.sgui.se ! a disguise which hath not 
only brought me to tliis ]):iss, but also rendered me 
abominable to mysedf and frightful to others ; for 
when I this morning signified to the turnkey', that 
1 wanted to be. shaved, he looked at my beard with 
astonishment, and, crossing himself, muttered his 
pater noster, believing me, 1 sujipo.se, to be a w itch, 
or something worse. And Heaven confound that 
loathsome banfjuet of the ancients, which .provoked 
me to drink too freely, that I iniglit M’ush away the 
taste of that accursed sillikieaby.” 

Our young gentleman, having lieard his lamen- 
tation to an end, excused himself for his conduct, 
by repre.senting, that he could not possibly foresee 
the disagreeable consequences that attended it ; and, 
in the mean time, strenuously counselled him to 
submit to the terms of his enlargement. He ob- 
served, that he was now arrived at that tim,'* of hfe, 
when the lusts of the flesh should he entirely mor- 
tified within him, and his greatest coiieern ought 
to be tile health of his soul, to which nothing could 


I more effectually contj-ibute than the amputation 
I which was proposed ; that his body, as well as his 
mind, would profit by the change, because he would 
have no dangerous appetite to gratify, and no carnal 
thoughts to divert him from the duties of his pro- 
fession ; and his voice, which was naturally sweet, 
would improve to such a degree, that he would 
cajitivate the ears of all tlie peojile of fashion and 
taste, and in a little time be celebrated under the 
appellation of the English Senesino. 

These arguments did not fail to make an impres- 
sion upon the painter, who, neverthel(‘ss, started 
two objections to his compliance ; namely, the dis- 
grace of the punishment, and the dread of his wife. 
Pickle undertook to obviate these difliculties, by 
assuring him, that the sentence would be ext-euted 
so privately as never to trans])ire; and that his 
wife could not be so unconscionable, after so many 
years of cohabitation, as to taki' exceptions to an 
expedient, by which she would not only enjoy the 
conversation of her husband, but even the fruits of 
those talents which the knife would so remarkably 
refine. 

Pallet shook his head at this last remonstrance, 
as if he thought it would not he altogether con- 
vincing to his spouse ; but yielded to the proposal, 
provided her consent could be obtained. Ju.st as 
lie higuifi(‘d this condescension, the gaoler entered, 
and, addressing himself to the supposed lady, ex- 
jiressed bis satisfaction in having tlie honour to 
tell her, that she was no loilger a prisoner. As the 
painter did not understand one word of what he 
said, Peregrine undertook the office of interpreter, 
and made his friend believe the gaoler's speech was no 
other than an intimation, that tlie ministry had sent 
a surgeon to execute what was proposed, and that 
the instruments and dri«sings were prejiared in the 
next room. Alarmed and terrified at this sudden 
appointment, he flew to the other end of the room, 
and snatching up an earthen chamberpot, viiieh 
was the only oflensive weapop in the ])l:ier*, put 
himself in a posture of defence, and, vitli many 
oaths, threatened to try the tiMiiper of tlu* barber's 
skull, if he should presume to set his nose within 
the apartment. 

The gaoler, who little t'xpcTted such a reception, 
concluded that the poor gentlewoman had actually 
Io.st her wits, and retnaited with jirecijiitation, 
leaving the door open as he v\eut out. I'pon which 
Pickle, gathering iij) the particulars ol* liis dress 
with great despatch, craimncd them into I'aHel’s 
arms, and, taking notice tliat now tlie coa.st wais 
clear, exhorted him to follow his footstejis to the 
gaU*, where a hackney coach stood for his rceeiffioii. 
'Phere being no time for hesitation, the painter took 
his advice, and, without quitting the utensil, whieli 
ill his hurry he forgot to lay down, sallied out in 
the rear of our hero, with all that wildness of 
terror and impatience which may he reasonably 
supposed to take posse.ssion of a man wdio flii's 
from perpetual imprisonment. Such was the tu- 
mult of his agitation, that his faculty of thiukiiig 
was for the jiresent utterly overwhelmed, and he 
saw no objeet but his conductor, whom he follow'cd 
by a sort of instinctive impulse, wnthoul regarding 
the keepers and sentinels, who, as he passed, w’itli 
his clothes under one arm, and his chamberpot 
brandished above his head, were confounded, and 
even dismayed at the strange apiiarition. 

During the whole course of tliis irruption, he 
cea.sed not to cry with great vociferation, “ JlrivC; 
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coachman, drive, in the name of Cod!” And the 
earriiif^e had proceeded the leiifytli of a whole 
street, before lie nuuiifested the least siu;n of refl<*e- 
tion, hilt stared like the Corpjon’s head, with liis 
month wide open, and each particular hair crawl- 
ing and twining like an animated serjient. At 
Jeiigtli, however, he began to recover the use of his 
s«‘nses, and asked if IVrcgrine thought him out of 
all dangi'i* of being retaken. This unrelenting wag, 

1 ot yet satisfied with tin* affliction he had imposed 
c.jiou thi‘ sulTerer, answered, with an air of doubt 
aiid concern, that he hofied they would not be 
overtaken, and jirayt'd to Cod they might not be 
retarded liy a stop of e.irriap(‘s. Pallet fervently 
joiiK'd in this snpjihcation, and thi'y advanced a 
f(Mv yards further, when tlie noise of a coach at 
full s[)C(‘d behind them invaded their ears; and 
l^ickle having looked out of the window, withdrew 
Ills head in seeming confusion, and exclaimed, 
“Lord have mercy upon us! 1 wish that may not 
be a ^’iiard sent after us. ]\Ietliinks 1 s.aw the 
nuiz/le of a fusil stickinu out of the coach.'” ^'hc 
]iaiu(er, heariiui llu'si' lidiuas. that instant thrust 
jiims(dl“ lialf out at the window, with his helmet 
still in his hand, bellowing to the coachman, as 
loud as he could roar, “J)rivc, d — n \c, dine! 
to tin* gates of Jericho and ends of the earth ! 
Dine, \oii ragaamidliu, you raseallion, ym hell- 
hound ! drive us to the ])it of ludl, rather thtin we 
should be takini.” 

Such a phantom could not pas.s wdthout attract- 
ing the curiosity of the jieople, who ran to tin* 
door-* and windows, in order to behold this object 
of admiration. A^dth the same view, that eotich, 
which was sujijiosed to in ]mrsuit of liim, 
stoj p.'d just as tin* windows of (‘aeh hnppi'iicd to 
])(' o])j)osit(‘ ; and Tallet looking hehmd. tnul seeing 
tlii(*e men standing ujioii the foot-boatd, tinned 
with canes, which his fear converted into fusils, 
never doiihted th;d liis fnend's snspieion was just; 
hut, shaking his jonlaii at the itnaginary giianl, 
swoie h(‘ would sooner die tliau part witli Ins ]ue- 
enuis wale, 'The owin*!’ of the coach, v\ho was a 
nobleman of the first (pialilv, mistook liim for 
soiiii* uiiliapjiv v^oman dejiriM'd of her senses; and, 
oideiihg his coachman to jiroeeed, convinced the 
fngitivi*, to hi^ intinite jin, that this vias no more 
than a false alarm, lie was not, for all that, freed 
from anxiety and tre])idat.on ; hut our uumg eeii- 
tlemaii, fearing his linnn w^ould not bear a re])elition 
of the same joke, permitti'd him to gain his own 
lodgings, without further inolesfalion. 

Ills landLidv, meeting him on the stair, was so 
aHi'cted at his a]i])earaiiee, that slie screamed aloud, 
and iii'took hersijf to tiight ; vnIiiIc he, cursing her 
with great hit terness, rushed into the apartment of 
the doctor. v\h<), instead of iveeiMiig him v\ifh 
cordial embraces, and eongratiilating him upon his 
deliverance, gave evident tokens of nnihiage and 
cliseonlent ; and even plaml> told him, he hoped to 
have heard that he and i\Ir. I’lelxle had ae*ed the 
glorious jiart of Cato — an event which viould have 
laid the foundation of such noble struggles, as 
could not fail to end in liajipiness and freedom ; and 
that he had already made some jirogress in an ode 
pial would hu\e imnun‘tali/ed their names, and 
inspired the flame of lib(‘rl> in everv lionc'st lireast. 

■ — dliere,” said he, I vvould liave prov<‘d, that 
great talents, and liigh sentiments of liberty, do 
reciprocally jiroduce and assist each other; and 
illustrated my assertions with such notes and 


(piotations from the Creek writers, as would have 
opened the eyes of the most blind and untliinking, 
and touched the most callous and obdurate heart. 
() fool! to think thv man^ whose ample mind mvsi 
grasp irhatnrr ponder stars siirrep — Pray, Mr. 
Pallet, wliat is your opinion of that image of the 
mind’s grasjiing the whole universe ? For my own 
part, 1 can't help thinking it the most happy con- 
cejition that ever entered my imagination. 

d’he painter, who was not such a flaming en- 
thnsi.ast in the cause of liberty, could not brook the 
doctor's reflections, v\hicli he thought savoured a 
little too much of indiftereiice and dcficieiicj’ in 
])Oint of jinvatc friendship; and therefore seized 
the prc.scnt ojiportniiity of mortifying his pride, by 
observing, that the image w^as, without all doubt, 
very grand and magnificent ; but that be had been 
obliged for the idea to J\Ir, Tiayes, in tlie Rehearsal, 
who values bimsi'lf upon the same figure, eonveved 
in these words. Bat all these clcads^ a'hen by the eye 
of rea'son g/asjnl, Upon any other occasion, 
the piainlcr would have tninn])hed greatly in this 
detection ; hut such was the fluKt'r and confusion 
of his sjnrils, nnder'tlie apprehension of being re- 
taken, that, v\itliout further coniimiiiication, lie iv- 
ti('.it»‘d to his own room, in order to resume his 
own dress, v\hi(‘]i lie liojK'd would alter his api»<*ar- 
anee in such u nianiua*, as to halfli* all search and 
examination ; vi liih* the jih} sieian ri'niamedashanied 
and abashed, to find Inniself convieled of bombast 
l)v a person of sneb eoTitem]»til)le talents, lie v>as 
oifended at this jiroof of Ins meinorv, and so nineli 
enraged at bis ])ivsiiniplion in exhibiting i‘, tl at ].<■ 
could never Ibigivc bis want of rcNcrenei', and 
took every o])])ortiinity of ex])osing bi.s ignoranei' 
and folly in tin* se(|uel. Indei'd, the lU‘S of jn’ivate 
afieel ion were toov\{*ak to I'ligage the In art of this 
repiihliean, whose Z(‘al for tin* eonnminitv had (*ii« 
tiieh swallowed np his concern for iiidiMdiuil-. 
Jh' looked njion partienlar fruanlship as a passuni 
unworthy of liis ample soul, and was a professi'd 
admirer of L. IManlins, Jiiimis Hrutiis, and those 
later patriots of the same name, v\ho shut their ears 
ag.mist the cries of nature, and resisted all tin* dic- 
tates of gratitude and hnmanity. 


(TIAPTKU XLVTTT. 

I'allot coiicd\t^s .'ilicaitv {’oiifeiiipt of Ins Ttllow'-Tiava llt i, 
and atiavlifs InniMll to rnkk’, wlio, luwtMttivli^'-, jxi- 
bccutch hiia with Ins mit-tliivvous I’alviit upon tliv Jload 
to I’laniic'is. 

In the mean time, liis comjianioii having cirijiloyed 
divers pails full of vsaler, in cleansing himself from 
the squalor of a jail, suhnutted his face to the 
haihei, tinged his evehrows with a sable hiu*, and, 
lieing dre.ssed in his own clothes, ventured to visit 
Peregrine, v^lio was still under tlie liands of liis 
valet-de-chamhre, and v\ho gave him to under- 
stand, that his eseajie laid lu-en connived at, and 
that the condition of tlieir deliverance was tlicir 
depaitiirc from Pans in three dajs. 

The painter was transported with joy, when he 
learnt that he ran no risk of being retaken ; and, 
far from repining at tlie terms o‘ his enlargement, 
would have willingly set out on his return to Eng- 
land that .same afternoon ; for the IJastile liad 
made such an inipre.s.sion upon him, tliat lie started 
at the sound of every coach, aad turned pale at 
sight (d‘ a Freneh soldier lii the fulness of hm 
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heart, he complained of the doctor’s indifference, 
and related what had passed at their meeting with 
evident marks of resentment and disrespect ; w'hich 
were not at all diminished, when Jolter informed 
him of the physician’s behaviour, when he sent tor 
him to confer about the means of abridging their 
confinement Pickle himself was incensed at his 
want of bowels ; and, perceiving how much he had 
sunk in the opinion of his fellow-traveller, resolved 
to encourage these sentim<*Tits of disgust, and oc- 
casionally foment the division to a downright 
quarrel, which he foresaw would produce some di- 
version, and perhaps ex])ose the poet’s character in 
such a light jis would elfectualJy punish him for his 
arrogance and barbarity. With this view, lie le- 
velled several satirical jokes at the doctor’s pedantry 
and taste, wdiieh had apjieared so conspicuous in 
the quotations he had got by heart from ancient au- 
thors ; in his affected disdain of the best pictures 
in the world, \ihieh, had he been endowed with the 
least share of discernment, he could not have beheld 
wdth such insensibility ; and, lastly, in his ridiculous 
banquet, which none but an egregious coxcomb, 
devoid of all elegance and sense, would have pre- 
pared, or presented to rational beings. In a word, 
our young gentleman pla\ed the artillery of his 
w’it against him w ith sueli success, that the jiainter 
seemed to wake from a dream, and went home 
with the most hearty contmnpt for the person he 
had Ibrmerly adored. 

Instead of using the ])rivilege of a friend, to 
enter his ajiartment without ceremony, he sent m his 
servant with a message, importing, that he intended 
to set out from Paris next day, in company with 
]Vlr. Pickle, and desiring to know' whether or not he 
was or would be pre])ari‘d for the journey. 'I'he 
doctor, struck with the manner, as well as the 
matter of this iiitimatioii, w'<-iit immediately to 
Pallet’s room, and demanded to know' the cause of 
such a sudden deterniiiialioiu w ithout his pnvit;y or 
concurrence; and, when lie understood the ne- 
cessity of their atfairs, rather than (ravel by liiinself, 
he ordered his baggage to be packed uj), and sig- 
nified liis readiness to eonfoi-ni to the einergeiiey of 
the case ; though lie was not at all jileased with the 
cavalier behaviour of Pallet, to whom lie threw out 
some hints of his own importaiiee, and the im- 
mensity of his eondeseeiision, in favouring him 
with such marks of regard. Hut by this time these 
insinuatioiis had lost their effect upon tlu* painter, 
who told him, with an arch sneer, that he did not 
at all question his learning and abilities, and par- 
ticularly his skill in cookery, which he should 
never forget wdiile his palate retained its function; 
but nev(‘rtheless advisi'd him, for the sake of tin* 
degenerate eaters of these days, to spare a little of 
his sal ammoniac in the next sillykickaby he should 
prepare ; and hate somew hat of the devil's dung, 
which he had so plentifully eramnied into the 
roasted fowls, unless he had a mind to convert Ids 
guests into piatieuts, witli a view of licking himself 
whole for the expense of the entertainment. 

The physician, nettled at these sarcasms, eyed 
him with a look of indignation and disdain ; ami, 
being unwilling to express himself in English, lest, 
in the course of the altercation, l\illet should be so 
much irritated as to depart w ithout him, he vented 
/ns anger in Greek. The painter, though, by the 
sound, he supposi‘d this quotation to be Greek, 
complimented his friend upon his know ledge in the 
Welsh language, and found means to rally him 


quite out of temper ; so that he retired to his own 
chamber in the utmost wrath and mortification, and 
left his antagonist exulting over the victory he had 
won. 

While those things passed between these ori- 
ginals, Peregrine waited upon the ambassador, 
whom lie thanked for his kind interposition, ac- 
knowledging the indiscretion of his own conduct, 
with such ap])earanee of conviction, and promises 
of reformation, that his excellency freely forgave 
him for all the trouble be had been j)ut to on his ac- 
count, fortified him with sensible advices, and, as- 
suring him of his continual favour and friendship, 
gave him, at parting, letters of introduction to 
several jiersons of (puility belonging to the Pritish 
coni-t. 

Thus distinguished, our young gentleman took 
leave of all his Kreneli aeijiiaintance, and spent the 
evening with some of those who had enjo\ed the 
greatest share of his intimacy and confidence ; 
while dolter superintended his domi'stie concerns, 
and, with infinite jo}, bespoke a jiost -chaise and 
horses, in order to eonv(*y him from a place wliere 
he lived in continual ajijireheiisiou of sufi’ering by 
the dang(*roiis disposition of bis piijiil. Every thing 
being adjusted according to their plan, the} and 
their fellow -travi'llers next day dined together, and, 
about four in the al’ternoon, took their (lejiarture in 
two chaises, eseorli'd b) tlie valet-de-cliainbre, 
J^ipes, and the doctor's lacquey, on horseback, well 
furnished with arms and amimmilion, in ease of 
being attacked by robbers on the road. 

It was about ele\(*n o’clock at night when they 
arrived at Senlis, vAhieh was tin* place at whieii 
they jiroposiul to lodge, and wliere they w en* obliged 
to knock up the ]>eoph' of the inn, before thev could 
li.ive their su])pt*r piepared. All the provision in 
the house was liut havely sufiieient to turnish one 
indillereiit meal. However, the paiiiKu- consoled 
himself for (he quantity with the ([ualitv of the 
dishes, one of which vias a fricassee of rabbit, a 
preparation which lie valued above all the dainties 
that ever smoked upon the tahh* of the sumjituoiis 
Ileliogahalus. 

He had no sooner expressed himsidl'to this effect 
than our hero, who v\as almost incessantlv laving 
trajis for diversion at Ins TUMghhour’s exjiense, laid 
hold on the declaration ; and, recollecting the story 
of Seipio and the muleteer in Gil Bias, resolved to 
jHTjietrate a joke u]>on thi‘ stomach of I'allet, w hieh 
seemed jiarticularly well dispost»tl to an hearty 
supper. He accordingly digested his plan; and, 
the company being seated at table, affected to gaze 
with peculiar eagerne^s at the painter, w'lio had 
lieljied himself to a large portion of the fricassee, 
and begun to swallow it w ith infinite relish. Pallet, 
notwithstanding the keenness of his ajipetite, (‘oiild 
not help taking notice of Pickle’s demeanour ; and. 
making a short pause in the exercise of his grin- 
ders, “You are surprised,” said he, “to set* me 
make so much desjiatch; but 1 was extremely 
hungry, and this is one of the best fricassees 1 ever 
tasted, 'riie French are very expert in these dishes, 
that 1 must allow ; and, upon my conscience, 1 
would never desire to eat a more delicate rabbit 
than this that lu*s ujxm my plate.” 

JVregrine made no other reply to this encomium, 
than the repetition of the w'ord “ rabbit !” with a 
note of admiration, and such a significant shake of 
the head, as effectually alarmed the other, who in- 
stantly susj)ende(l the action of his jaws, and, with 
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" tlie morsel half chewed in his mouth, stared round 
him with a certain solidity of apprehension, which 
is easier conceived than described, until his eyes 
encountered th(‘ countenance of Thomas Pipes, who 
being instructed, and posted opposite to him for the 
occasion, exiubited an arch grin, tliat completed 
the painter’s disorder. Afraid of swallowing his 
mouthful, and ashamed to dispose of it any other 
way, lie sat some time in a most distressed state of 
suspense ; and, being questioned by Mr. Jolter 
touching his calamity, made a violent effort of the 
muscles of his gullet, which with difficulty per- 
formed their office, and then, with great confusion 
and concern, asked if Mr. Pickle suspected the 
rabbit’s identity. 'I’lie young gentleman, assuming 
a mysterious air, pretended ignorance of the matter, 
observing, that he was apt to suspect all dishes of 
that kind, since he had been informed of the tricks 
w hich were coniinoiily played at inns in France, 
Italy, and Spain, and recounted that passage in (Jil 
Jll.is, which we have hinted at above, saying, he did 
not pretend to be a connoisseur in animals, but the 
le^s ot‘ t he creature which composed that fricassee did 
not, in his opinion, resemble those of tiu' rabbits he 
had usually set'll. 'J'his observation had an evident 
effect ujion the f(*atures of the painter, wlio, w’ith cer- 
tain signs of loathing and asttuiislimeut, exclaimed, 
“Lord tlesus!” anti appealed to I’lpes for a dis- 
covery of the truth, by asking if he knew any 
thing of the affair, 'rom very gravely replied, that 
he did suppose the food w’as Avholesomt' t'liough, for 
he had seen the skin and feet of a sju'clal ram-eat, 
new ffayed, hanging ufion the door of a small 
pantry adjoining to the kitchen. 

Before tins sentence was uttered, Pallet’s belly 
seemed to move in contact with his back-bone, his 
colour changed, no purl hut the whites of Ins eyes 
wer*‘ to be sei'ii, he dropjied his lower jaw^,* and 
living his hands in his sides, retched with such 
eonviiKsive agonies, as amazed and dis<*oneerted the 
whole eomjmny ; and what augmented his di.sorder, 
was the tenacious retention of liis stomach, which 
absolutely refused to part with its eoiili'iits, nof- 
withstanduig all the energy of his abhorrence, 
which threw him into a cold sweat, and almost j 
into a swoon. i 

Fickk', alarmed at his condition, assured him it ' 
w as a geuiiiiie rabbit, and that he had tutored Pipes 
to say otherwise for tin* joke’s sake. But this con- 
fession he considered as a friendly artiliee of 1‘ickle’s 
eompa.ssion, and, therefore, it had little effect iijuni 
his constitution.* By the assistance, however, of a , 
large biiinper of brandy, bis spirits were reeriiitetl, i 
and his recollection so far reeoveri'd, that he was ' 
able to declare, whth divers coritoriions of face, that 
the dish had a jiurtieular rankness of taste, wdiieli 
he had iraiiuted partly to the nature of the French 
coney, and partly to the composition of their sauces. 
'I’beu he inveighed against the infamous practices 
of French puhlii'ans, attributing such iinyiosition to 
their oppre.ssi VC government, which kept them so 
necessitous, that they were templed to exercise all 
manner of knaver> ujion their unwary guests. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let slip 
any opportunity of speaking in favour of the French, 
told him, “ that hi‘ was a very great stranger to 
their police, else he would know', that if, upon in- 
formation to the magistrate, it should appear, that 
any traveller, native or foreigner, had been imposed 
upon or ill-treated by a puhliean, the offender would 
^ immediately obliged to shut up his house and. 


if his behaviour had been notorious, he himself 
would be sent to the galleys without the least hesi- 
tation. And as for the dish which has been made 
the occasion of your jiresent disorder,” said he, “ I 
will take upon me to affirm it was prepared of a 
genuine rabbit, wdiich was skinned in my presence ; 
and, in confirmation of what 1 assert, though such 
fricassees are not the favourites of my taste, 1 will 
eat a part of this without scruple.” So saying, he 
swallowed several mouthfuls of the questioned 
coney, and Ballet seemed to eye it again with ineli- 
nation ; nay, he even resumed his knife and fork, 
and, being just on the jioint of applying them was 
seized w'ith another qualm of ajiprehension, that 
broke out in an exclamation of, “After all, Mr. 
Jolter, if it should be a real ram-cat — J>ord have 
mercy upon me ! here is one of the claws I” With 
these words, he jiresented the tip of a toe, of which 
l‘ipes had snipiied off* five or six from a duck that 
w’us roasted, and iHiryiosely scattered them in the 
fricassee ; and the governor could not behold this 
tcstirnoniul without syniyitoms of iineasinoss and 
remorse; so that he and the painter sat silenced 
and aba.s]ied, and made faces at each other, while 
the jdiysieian, w ho hated them both, exulted over 
their atihetion, bidding them he of good cheer, and 
proceed with their meal ; for he was ready to de- 
monstrate, that the flesh of a cat was as nourishing 
and delicious as veal or inutlon. jirovided they could 
prove that the said eat was not of the hoar kind, 
and had li'd chiefly on vegetable diet, or even eon- 
lined its carnivorous ajipetite to rats and mice, which 
he affirmed to he dainties of exquisite ta.^le and 
flavour, lie said it was a \iilgar mistake to think 
that all flesh-dt'voiinng creatures were unlit to he 
eaten ; w itiiess the eonsiinqition of swine and ducks, 
animals that delight in carnage, as well as fish, 
which jirey upon each otlier, and feed on bait and 
carrion; togetlu'r with the di'inand for bear, of 
wliieli tin* best lianis in the world are made, lie 
then ob.served, that the negroes on the coast of 
(iiiinea, who are healthy and vigorous ])eo})le, pre- 
fer cats and dogs to all otlier fare ; and mentioned 
from history several sieges, during which the inha- 
bitants, who were blocked up, lived ujioii tlie.si* 
aninial.s, and had recourse even to hiinuin llesli, 
which, to his certain knowledge, was in all resiiects 
preferable to pork ; for, in the eour.se of his studies, 
he had, for the exyierinient's sake, eaten a steak cut 
from tlie buttock of a person w ho had been hanged. 

'I’liis dissertation, far from eoniposing, increased 
the disijuiet in the stomachs of tin* governor and 
painter, who, hearing the la.st illustration, turned 
their eyes upon the orator at tlie same instant w ith 
looks of horror and disgust ; and, the one muttering 
the term and the other pronouneing the 

word nbonifnutfoti, they rose from table in a great 
hurry, and, running towards another aiiartment, 
jostled with such violence in the yiassage, that both 
were overturned by the shock, which also contri- 
buted to the effect of their nausea, that mutually 
defiled them as they lay. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

Nor IS the Physician sacred from hi.s Ridicule — They reach 
Arras, Avhcrc our Adventurer enp;age.s in Play with tw<i 
French Olheers, w'ho next morn in give the Landlord an 
interebting Prool of their Importance. 

The doctor remained sullen and dejected during 
the whole journey ; not hut that Ik* attempted to 
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recover liis importance, by haranguing: upon the 
Roman highways, when Mr. Joker desired the 
company to take notice (d* the fine pavement upon 
which they travelled from Paris into Flanders ; but 
J*ullet, who thought he had now gained tlie ascen- 
dency over the physician, exerted himself in inaiu- 
taining the superiority he had ac({uired, by venting 
various sarcasms upon his S(‘lf-coneeit ami aftecta- 
tion of learning, and even uttering puns and conun- 
drums upon the remarks which the republican 
retailed. When lie talked of the Flaminian \V ay, 
the painter questioned if it was a better pavement 
than the Fleminian way on which they travelled. 
And the doctor having observed, that this roa<l wnis 
made for the convenience of drawing tin* French 
artillery into Flanders, which was often the seat of 
war, his competitor in wit replied, with infinite 
vivacity, “ 'I'here are more great guns than tlie 
Fnmcli king knows of, drawm along this causi'way, 
doctor !” 

Encouraged by the success of these efforts, which 
tickled the imagination of Joker, and drew smiles, 
as he imagined, of approbation from our hero, he 
sported in many other eipiivoiiiies of the same iia- 
tun*, and, at dinner, told the phjsician that he was 
like the root of the tongue, Jis heiiig cursedly down 
ill the moutli. 

JJy this lime, sueh was the animosity subsisting 
between these quoRdam friends, that they never 
conversed together, exeept with a view of exposing 
each other to the ridieule or eontcmipt of their fel- 
low-travellers. 'i'he doctor w’as at great pains 1o 
point out the I'olly and ignorance of J‘allef in pri- 
vate to Peregrine, who was oflen conjured in the 
same manner by the painter to take notice of the 
physician’s want of manners and taste. Pickle pre- 
tended to acquiesce in tlie truth of their inntual 
severity, which, imh'cd, was extremely just ; and, 
by malicious insinuations, blew iqi their contention, 
with a view of hriiigiiig it to ojnm hostility. Rut 
both seemed so averse to di'cds of mortal piirjiose, 
that, for a long time, his arts were hafiled, and he 
cmild not spirit them up to any pitch of resentment 
higher lhaii scurrilous repartee. 

Before they reached Arras, the city gates were 
shut, so that they were obliged to take np tlieir 
lodging at ail iiuliHereiit Jioiise in the suburbs, 
where they found a eoiqile of French ofiicers, who 
liad also rode post from J’aris so far on their way 
to Lisle. 'I’hesi* gentlemen were about the age of 
1 flirty, and their deportment distinguished by sueh 
an air of iiisoleiiee, as disgusted onr hero, who, 
iie\ ertheless, accosted them ])i)litely in the yard, and 
jiroposed tliat tiny should suf) together. 'J'hey 
thanked him for the lionour of his invitation, which, 
however, they declined, upon jiretence of having 
ordered something lor themselves, hut promised to 
wait iqion him, and his company, immediately after 
their repast. 

'Phis they accordingly performed; and. after 
having drank a lew' glasses of Burgundy, one of 
them asked if the young gentleman would, for pas- 
time, take a hand at quadrille. Peregrine easily 
divined the meaning of this proposal, which w'as 
made with no other view than that of tieecing him 
and his fellow-travellers; for he well knew to what 
sfiifts a suhaltern in the French service is reduced, 
in order to niaiiitain the appearance of a gentleman, 
and laid reason to believe that most of them were 
sharpers from their youth ; but, as he depended a 
good deal upon his own penot ration andaddiess, he 


gratified the stranger’s desire, and a party was m. 
stantly formed of tlie painter, the physician, the 
proposer, and himself, the other officer having pro- 
fessed himself utterly ignorant of the game ; yet 
in the course of the play, he took his station at llit 
back of Ifickle’s chair, which was opposite to hii; 
friend, on pretence of amusing himself w itli seeing 
his manner of conducting the cards. The youth 
was not such a novice but that he perceived the 
design of this palpable piece of behaviour, which 
notwithstanding lie overlooked for the present, with 
a view of llattering their hojies in tlu; beginning, 
that they might he the more effectually punished by 
their disappointment in the end. 

The game was scarce begun, w hen, by the re- 
fleelioii of a glass, he discerned tlie officer at his 
back making signs to his companion, who, by tliesc 
jireconcerted gestures, was jierfeetly informed of 
the contents of Peregrine's hand, and of eon- 
seqiienec fortunate in the eoiirsi* of the play. 

'rims they were allowed to enjoy' tlie fruits ot 
their dexterity, nnlil their money amounted to 
some Louis, -when our young gentleman, thinking 
it high time to do himself justice, signified in very 
politi' terms to llu‘ gmitliunan who stood heliiml 
liim, that he could never play with ease and 
delilKTation whi'ii lie was overlooked by any 
bystander, and begged that he would have the 
goodness to be seated. 

As this was a remonstrance wliieh tlie stranger 
could not with any show of breeding resist, he 
asked pardon, and retir(*d to flu* chair of the 
physician, who frankly told liini, that it was not the 
fashion of his eounlry for one to submit his hand 
to the perusal of a spectator; and win. , m eon- 
seqnenee of this I’chufl', Ik* wanted to quarter 
himself upon tin* painter, he w'as refusi'd by a wave 
of the hand, and shake of the ht*ad, with an ex- 
elamation of Ptmlonncz mot! wliieh wais ri'peated 
with sueh emphasis, as discomposed his eflVontery, 
and he found himself obliged to sit down in a stale 
of mortifiealion. 

'I’lie odds being thus removed, fortune proeeedi*d 
in her usual ehaunel ; and though the Frenchman, 
deprned of his ally, endeavoured to practice <livei> 
strokes of fiii(‘sse, the rest of the eonqiany observed 
him with such Angilanei* and caution, as hafiled uH 
his attempts, and in a very little time he was eom- 
pelledto part with his w iiiintig. But having engaged 
in the iiiateli wdtli an intention of taking al 
advantages, Avhethcr fair or unlair, that his siiperioi 
skill should give him over tlie Englishman, tlic 
money' was not refunded without a tliouMuid dis- 
putes, in tlie course of whieli he essayed to intimi- 
date his antagonist with high w'ords, which wen 
retorted by our liero w ith such interest, as eoTiviiiei'C 
him that he had mistaken his man, and persuaded 
him to make his retreat in ipiiet. Indeed it w lo 
not without cause that they repined at the hai 
success of their enterprise ; heeause, in all likelihood 
they had nothing to depend upon for the presi'id 
but llicir own industry, and knew not how tr 
defray their expenses on the road, exeept by sonic 
acquisition of this kind. 

Next morning they rose at day-break, and resolv- 
ing to anticipate their fellow- lodgers, bespoke jiosi 
lionses as soon as they could be admitted into tlic 
city ; so that, when our company appeared, thcii 
beasts w'ere ready in the y'ard ; and they only waited 
to discuss tlic bill, which they had ordered to h< 
made out. 'I he landlord of the inn presented hie 
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, carte with fear and trembling to one of those | 
ferocious cavaliers, who no sooner cast his eye 
upon the sum total, than he discharged a volley of 
dreadful oaths, and asked if the king’s officers 
w'ere to be treated in that manner? The poor 
j)ul)Iican protested, with great humility, that he had 
the utmost respect for his majesty, and every thing 
that belonged to him ; and that far from consulting 
his own interest, all that he desired was to be barely 
indemnified for the expense of their lodging. 

This condescension seemed to have no other 
effect than that of encouraging their arrogance. 
’I'liey swore his extortion should be exj)lained 
to the commandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a public example, teach other inn- 
keepers how to behave towards nnai of honour ; 
and tlireateued with such confidence of indignation, 
that the wu’ctehed landlord, dreading the con- 
se(i lienee of their wrath, implored pardon in the 
most abject manner, begging, with many supjdiea- 
tions, that he might have the pleasure of lodging 
them at his own charge. This was a favour whieh 
he with great difficulty ohlaiued; liny chid him* 
severely lor his imposition, exhorted him to have 
more regard lor his own eonscienee, as w<‘ll as for 
the eonvenienee of his guests; and cautioning him 
in jiarliciilar touching his hehaviour to the gentle- 
j'len of the army, mounted tlieir horses, and rode 
olf in great stub*, leaving him very thankful for 
Inning so Miceessfully appeased the choler of two 
officers, who Avanicd either inclinalion or ability to 
pa} their hill ; for experience had taught him to he 
a]i])reheusive of all such travellers, who eommoiily 
lay the landlord under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravagance of his demands, 
even after he has jirofessed bis willingness to enter- 
tain them ou llu'ir ow'ii terms. 


CHATTER L. 

Pcreprine moralizes upon their Behaviour, wliieh is con 
deinned by the Doctor, and defended by tbe (lovernor — 
They arrive in salely at laslc — Dine at an Ordin.iry - ViMt 
tiie Citadel — Tlie Physician (luanels with a I^orth Briton, 
who IS jmt in Airest 

'riiuse lionoiirahle adventurers being gone, IVre- 
grine, who was jiresent during the transaetion, 
iuformed himsejf of the ])ar(ieulars from the month 
of the iimkeeper liimself, who took God and the 
saints to witness, that he should have biwn a loser 
by their custom, even if the hill had been paiil ; 
because he was on his guard against their objections, 
and had charged every article at an under price. 
Jhit such was the authority of olfieers in France, that 
he durst not dispute the least eireiimstanee of their 
w ill ; for, had the ease come under the cognizaiiee 
of the magistrate, lie must in course have suffered 
by the maxims of their government, whieh never 
fail to abet the ojipression of the army ; and besides 
run thi‘ risk of incurring their future resentment, 
wdiicli would he sufficient to ruin him from top to 
bottom. 

Our hero boiled with indignation at this instance 
of injustice and arbitrary power ; and, turning to 
his governor, asked if this too was a proof of the 
happiness enjoyed by the Ereneh people. Jolter 
replied, that every human constitution must in some 
things he imperfect ; and owned, that in this king- 
dom gentlemen wx*re more countenanced than the 
vulgar, because it was to he jiresunied that their 
own sentiments of honoui* and superior qiialifica- 


I tions would entitle them to this pre-eminence, 
which had also a retrospective view to tlie merit of 
their ancestors, in consideration of which they 
were at first ennobled. Ihit he affirmed, tliat the 
innkeeper had misrepresented the magistracy, 
which in Erance never failed to punish flagrant 
outrages and abuse, w ithout respect of persons. 

I’he painter approved of the wisdom of the 
Ereneh government, in bridling the insolence of 
the mob, by which, he assured them, he had often 
suffered in his own piTson ; having been often 
bespattered by hackney-coaelimen, jostled by dray- 
men and porters, and reviled in the most ojipro- 
brious terms by the watermen of London, where 
he had once lost his hag and a considerable quantity 
of hair, which liad been cut off by some rascal in 
his passage through Jaidgate, during the J^ord 
IVIayor’s procession. On the other liancl, the doctor, 
with great warmth, alleged, that those officers 
ought to suffer deatli, or banishment at least, for 
having jilundered tlie people in this manner, whieh 
was so impudent and barefaced, as plainly to prove 
tlu‘y were certain of escaping with impunity, and 
tliat they were old offenders in the same degree of 
delinqueiH'y. He said, that the greatest man in 
Athens would have been condcmiK'd to perp(*tnal 
exile, and seen his instate confiscated for public use, 
had lie dared in such a licentious manner to violate 
the rights of a fi'llow-citizeii ; and as for the little 
affronts to wliieli a man may be subject from the 
petulane(‘ of the multitude, li(‘ looked upon tliem as 
ulorious indications of liberty, which ought not to 
h(* repri'ssed, and would at any tune rejoiei' to find 
himself overthrown in a kenned by the insolence of 
a son of freedom, even thougli the fall should cost 
him a limb ; adding, by w'ay of illustration, that 
the greatest ideasure he ever enjoyed was in seeing 
a dustman wilfully overturn a gentleman's coach, 
in whieh two ladies were bruised, even to the 
danger of tlieir lives. Tallet, .shocked at the 
extravagance of this declaration, “If tliat ho the 
case,” said lie, “ 1 wish }ou may see every hone in 
your body broke by tlie first carman joumeet in 
the streets of London.” 

'riiis argument heingdi.seussed,and the reckoning 
discharged witliout any deduction, although tlie 
landlord, in stating the articles, had an eye to the 
loss he bail sustaimsl by liis own countrymen, tliey 
departed from Arras, and arrived in salely at Lisle, 
about two o’clock in tlu‘ afternoon. 

’I’hey bad scarce taken possession of their lodg- 
ing.s, in a large hotel in the Grande I’laee, wlieii 
tli(‘ innkeeper gave them to understand, tliat he 
ke]>t ail ordinary below, wliich was IVi'qiieiited by 
.several English gentlemen who resided in town, 
and that dinner was then upon the table. Teiv- 
grine, who seized all opportunities of observing 
new characters, persuaded his company to dine in 
juihlie; and they were aeeordiiigly eondiiefed to 
the ])laee, where they found a mixture of Scotch 
and J^utch officers, vnIio liad come from Holland to 
learn their exercises at the academy, ami some 
gentlemen in the Ereneh service, who were upon 
garrison duty in tlie citadel. Among these last 
was a person about the ag(‘ of fifty, of a remark- 
ably genteel air and jiolitc address, dignified with 
a Maltese cross, and distinguislied by the particular 
veneration of all those who knew’^ him. When he 
understood that Tickle and his friends were travel- 
lers, he accosted the youth in English, wdiich he 
spoke tolerably w^ell ; and, as they were strangers. 
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recover his importance, by haranguing upon the 
Koiiuii highways, when Mr. Joker desired the 
company to take notice of the fine pavement upon 
wliich they travelled from Taris into Flanders ; but 
J*ullet, who thought he had now gained the ascen- 
dency over the physician, exerted himself in main- 
taining the superiority he had acquired, hj’ venting 
various sarcasms upon his self-coruieit and affecta- 
tion of learning, and even uttering puns and conun- 
drums u])on the remarks which tlie republican 
retailed. When he talked of the Flaminian VN'ay, 
the painter questioned if it was a better pavement 
than the Fleminian w^ay on which they travelled. 
And the doctor having observed, that this road was 
made for the c()nveiiicnc(! of drawing the French 
artillery into Flanders, which was often tin* seat of 
war, his eomjietitor in wit repli(*d, with infinite 
vivacity, “ There are more gn‘at guns Ilian the 
Frencli king knows of, drawn iiloiig this causeway, 
doctor !” 

Kneouraged by the success of tliese efforts, which 
tickled the imagination of Jolter, and drew’ smiles, 
as he imagined, of ajiprobation from onr hero, he 
sported in many other equivoques of the same lui- 
tniv, and, at dinner, told the jiliysician that he w as 
like the root of the tongue, as being cursedly down 
in the mouth. 

Jly this time, such w’as the animosity subsisting 
between these quondam friends, that they never 
conversed together, except w'itli a view of exposing 
each other to tlie ridicule or contempt of their fel- 
low-travellers. The doctor w as at great pains to 
Iioiiit out the folly and ignorance of Pallet in ])ri- 
vate to Peregrine, who was often conjured in the 
same maniu*r by the painter to take notice of tlie 
physician’s w’ant of manners and taste. Pickle pre- 
tended to acquiesce in the truth of their mutual 
severity, wdiieli, indeed, uas extremely just; and, 
by malicious insinuations, blew uj) their eonteiitioii, 
Avith a view of bringing it to open liostilil}. Put 
both seemed so averse to deeds of mortal [uirpose, 
tliat, for a long time, his arts were baffled, and he 
ciuild not spirit them nj) to any jiitch of resentment 
higher than scurrilous repartee. 

Jlefore they readied Arras, the city gates were 
shut, so that they were obliged to lake up their 
lodging at an indifferent house in the suburbs, 
where they found a couple of French officers, avIio 
bad also rode post from l^aris so far on their way 
to Lisle. These gentlemen Aven* about the age of 
thirty, and their deportment distinguished by Midi 
an air of insolence, as disgusted our hero, Avho, 
iieA’erthelcss, accosted them politely in tlie yard, and 
jiroposed that they should sup together. They 
thanked him for the honour of his invitation, A\hidi, 
hoAvever, they declined, iijion pretence of having 
ordered something for tliemsdves. but promised to 
wait upon him, and his company, immediately after 
their repast. 

This they accordingly performed; and. after 
having drank a few glasses of Jhirguiidy, one of 
them asked if the young gentleman Avoiild, for pas- 
time, take a hand at quadrille. J*eregrine easily 
diMued the meaning of this proposal, AvUieh was 
made Avitli no other view than that of fleecing liiiii 
and his fellow-travellers ; for he well knew to what 
shifts a subaltern in the French service is reduced, 
in order to maintain the appearance of a gentleman, 
and had reason to believe that most of them were 
sharpers from their youth ; but, as lie depended a 
good deal upon his own penetration aiidaddiess, he 


gratified the stranger's desire, and a party was m* 
stantly formed of tlie painter, the physician, the 
proposer, and himself, tlie other oflicer having pro- 
fessed himself utterly ignorant of the game ; yet, 
in the course of the play, he took his station at the 
back of Tickle’s chair, Avhich was opposite to Ids 
friend, on pretence of amusing himself with seeing 
his manner of conducting the cards. U’he youth 
was not such a novice but that lie perceived the 
design of this palpable piece of hehaAnoui’, which 
notwithstanding he overlooked for the pri'sent, wdlh 
a view of flattering their hopes in the beginning, 
that they might he the more efleetually punished by 
their disappoint ineiit in the end. 

I’lie game was scarce begun, Avhen, by the re- 
flection of a glass, he discerned the oflicer at his 
hack making signs to his companion, A\ho, by tliesc 
])i*oconcerted gestures, was perleetly iiiforined of 
the contents of I*eregrine's hand, and of coii- 
sequence fortunate in the course of the play. 

Tims they Aiere allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their dexterity, until their nionev amounted to 
some Louis, when our young gentleman, thinking 
it high lime to do Idmself justice, signified in A^ery 
polite terms to the gentleman w ho stood behind 
iiini, that he could never play Avilli ease and 
deliberation when he Avas overlooked by any 
bystander, and hi'gged that he would lui\e tlie 
goodness to he seated. 

As this Avas a remonstrance Aihieli the strangiu’ 
could not Avitli any show’ of breeding resist, he 
asked pardon, and retired to the chair of the 
jJiysieian, who frankly told liiin, that it was not the 
faslnon of his country for one to submit his hand 
to the perusal of a spectator; and aa hen, in con- 
sequence of this rehiitf, lie a\ anted to quarter 
himself iijion the painter, lie wai.^ refused hyawase 
of the liand, and shake of the liead, with an ex- 
elaniatiou of Ikirdoinuz mot! \ihieh w’as nqieated 
w'lth such emphasis, as discomposed liis eflVonterv, 
and lie found himself obliged to sit down in a state 
of niorlihcatiou. 

The odds lieing thus removed, fortune jiroceedi'd 
in her usual channel ; and though the Frenehinaii, 
deprived of his ally, endeavoured to jiraetiee diveis 
strokes of fint'sse, tlie rest of the company observed 
him with sueli vigilance and caution, as hatlled all 
his attempts, and in a very little time he A\as com- 
pelled to jiart with his ai inning. Jhif ha\ ing engaged 
m the match Avitli an intention of taking all 
adA’antages, whether fair or unfair, tliat his siqu'rior 
skill bliould give him o\er the Engli^lnnan, the 
money wais not refunded wiihont a thousand dis- 
putes, in tile course of w hieli he essayed to intimi- 
date his antagonist Avitli high Avords, Avliicli Avere 
retorted by our lii'ro w ith such interest, as coin ineed 
liim that he had mistaken his man, and pi'rsuaded 
him to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed it was 
not without cause that they repined at the had 
success of their enterprise; because, in all likelihood, 
they had nothing to dejiend iijion for the present 
hut their oA\n industry, and knew not how to 
defray their expenses on the road, except by some 
acquisition of this kind. 

Next morning they rose at day-hreak, and resolv- 
ing to antie/ijiate their fellow’- lodgers, bespoke post 
horses ns soon as they could he admitted into the 
city ; so tliat, whim our comjiany appeared, tlielr 
beasts w ere ready in the yard ; and lliey only waited 
to discuss the hill, Avliieh they had ordered to ho 
made out. 'I he landlord of tlie inn presented big 
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carte with fear and trembling to one of those 
ferocious cavaliers, who no sooner cast his eye 
upon the sum total, than he discharged a volley of 
dreadful oaths, and asked if the king’s officers 
were to he treated in that manner? The poor 
publican protested, with great humility, that he had 
the utmost respect for his majesty, and every thing 
that belonged to him ; and that for from consulting 
liis own interest, all that he desired was to be barely 
indemnified for the expense of their lodging. 

This condescension seemed to have no other 
effect than that of encouraging their arrogance. 
They swore his extortion should be explained 
to the commandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a public exampU*, teach other inn- 
keepers how to behave towards itien of honour ; 
ami threatened with such confidence of indignation, 
that the wretched landlord, dreading the con- 
se(ju(*neo of their wrath, implore<l pardon in the 
most abject manner, begging, with many supplica- 
tions, tliat he might have the pleasure of lodging 
them at his own charge. This was a favour which 
he with great difficulty obtained ; they chid him* 
severely for his imposition, exhorted him to have 
more regard for his ow n conscience, as well as for 
the eoiivc'iiienee of his guests ; and cautioning him 
ill particular touching his hehaviour to the gentle- 
i.'ieii of the army, mounted their horses, and rode 
off in great state, leaxing him very thankful for 
having so siieeessfiilly ajipeased the eholer of two 
oifieers, who waiiti'd either inclination or ability to 
jiay their hill ; for (‘\|)(‘rienee had taught him to be 
ai»preheiisive of all sueli travellers, who commonly 
lay the landlord under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravagance of his demands, 
even after he has jirofi'sscd liis w illingness to enter- 
tain thmii on their own terms. 


(TIAn'KII L. 

Pore^'rinc moralizes upon their Deh.iviour, which is con- 
demned by tlic Doctor, and defended by the Clovcrnor — 
They arrive in safety at fasle — Dine at an Oi dinar) — Visit 
the Citadel — The rhysiciari quarrels with a North Hritoii, 
W'l'o IS ])ut in Aiiest 

TiiLse honourable adventurers being gone, IVrc- 
griiie, wlio was present during the transaction, 
informed himself ol’ the jiartieiilais from the mouth 
of the iimUeeper himself, who took (lod and the 
saints to witness, that he slioiild have been a loser 
by their custom, e\en if tlic hill Jiad been jiaid ; 
because he was on his guard against their olijeetioiis, 
and had chargi'd every article at an under price. 
Ihit such was the authority of officers in k'raTiee,that 
he durst not dispute tin* least cireumstanee of their 
wdll ; for, had the case come under the cognizance 
of the magistrate, he must in course have suffered 
hy the maxims of their government, which never 
fail to abet the oppression of theni’iny ; and besides 
run the risk of incurring their future n^sentment, 
which wniLild he sufficient to ruin him from lop to 
bottom. 

Our hero boiled wi til indignation at this instance 
of injustice and arbitrary jiower; and, turning t. 
his governor, asked if tins too was a jiroof of the 
happiness enjoy (‘d hy the Ereiieh people. Jolter 
replied, that every human constitution must in some 
things be imperfect; and owned, that in this king- 
dom gentlemen w^ere more countenanced than the 
vulgar, because it was to be presumed that their 
own sentiments of honour and superior qualifica- 


I tions would entitle them to this pre-eminence, 
which had also a retrospective view to the merit of 
their ancestors, in consideration of which they 
were at first ennobled. But he affirmed, that the 
innkeeper had inisrejiresented the magistracy, 
which in Trance never failed to jiuni.sh flagrant 
outrages and abuse, without respect of persons. 

The painter approved of the wisdom of the 
Trench government, in bridling the insolence of 
the mob, by wdiicb, he assured them, he had often 
suffered in his own person ; liaving been often 
bespattered hy hackney -coachmen, jostled hy dray- 
men and jimiers, and reviled in the most opjiro- 
brious terms by the watermen of London, wlu're 
he had once lost his bag and a considerable quantity 
of hair, wdiieh had been cut off by some rascal in 
his jiassage through Jaidgate, during the Lord 
J\Iayor's jiroccssion. On the other hand, the doctor, 
with great warmth, alleged, that those officers 
ought to suffer deatli, or banishment at least, for 
liaving plundered the people in this manner, which 
was so inqiudent and barefaced, as plainly to prove 
tli(‘y w’cre certain of escaping with impunity, and 
that they w ere old offenders in the same degree of 
(ieluupieiiey. lie said, that the greatest man in 
Athens would have been condemned to jierpetnal 
exile, and semi his estate confiscated for public use, 
had h(‘ dared in siieli a licentious manner to ^iolate 
the rights of a fellow'-citizeii ; and as for the little 
affronts to which a man may he subject from the 
petulance of the inullitude, he looked upon them as 
glorious indications of liberty, which ought not to 
he rejiressed, and would at any tune rcjoiec* to find 
himself overthrown in a kennel by the insolence of 
a son of freedom, even tbougli the fall should cost 
him a limb; adding, by way of illustration, that 
the greatest pleasure he e\er enjoyed was in .seeing 
a dustman wiliully overturn a gentleman's coaeli, 
in which two ladies were hruised, even to the 
dangtM’ of their lives. Ballet, shoekisl at the 
extravagance of this declaration, “If tliat be tlie 
case,” said lie, ‘ 1 wish you may see every bone m 
your body*^ broke by the first carman you meet in 
the streets of London.” 

This argument heingdiseiissed,and the reckoning 
discharged without any deduction, although the 
landlord, in stating the articles, liad an eye to the 
loss he had sustained hy his own eountryinen, they 
departed from Arras, and arriM-d iu safely at Lisle, 
about two o’clock in the afternoon. 

They had scarce taken possession of their lodg- 
ings, in a large hotel in the (Jrande Place, wlieii 
tile innkeeper ga\(‘ them to understand, that he 
kept an ordinary below, which was frequented hy 
several English gentlemen A\ho resided in toAvn, 
and that dinner was then iijion the table. Pere- 
grine, who seized all opportunities of ohseiwing 
new' characters, ]>ersiuided his eompany to dine iu 
])uhlie ; and they Avere aeeordingly condueted to 
the place, w here they found a mixture of Scotch 
and Dutch officers, who had come from IJolland to 
learn their exercises at the aeadeniy, and some 
gentlemen iu the Trench service, w lio Avere upon 
garrison duty in the citadel. Among tJiese last 
was a ])erson about the agi* of fifty, of a remark- 
ably genteel air and ])olite address, dignified with 
a klaltese cross, and distinguished by the ])artieular 
veneration of all those who kncAV him. When he 
understood that Tickle and liis friends w'crc travel- 
lers, he accosted the youtli in English, which lie 
spoke tolerably avcII ; and, as they were strangers. 
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oft'ored to attend them in the afternoon to all the places 
worth seeing in Lisle. Our hero thanked him for 
his excess of politeness, which, he said, was peculiar 
to the French nation ; and, struck with his en- 
gaging appearance, industriously courted his con- 
versation, in the course of which he learnt that this 
chevalier was a man of good sense and great 
experience, that he was perfectly well acquainted 
with the greatest part of Knroiie, had lived some 
years in England, and was no stranger to the con- 
stitution and genius of that people. 

Having dined, and drank to the healths of the 
English and French kings, two fiacres w'ere called, 
in one of which the knight, with one of his com- 
panions, the governor, and IVregriue seated them- 
selves, the other being occupied by the jihysician. 
Pallet, and two Scottish officers, who proposed to 
accompany them in their circuit. I’he first place 
they visited was the citadel, round the ramparts of 
which they walked, under the conduct of the knight, 
who explained with great accuracy the intention of 
every particular fortification belonging to that 
seemingly impregnable fortress; and, when they 
had satisfied their curiosity, took coach again, in 
order to view the arsenal, which stands in another 
quarter of the town ; but, just as Jhckle’s carriage 
had crossed the promenade, he heard his owuiname 
bawled aloud by the painter ; and, ordering tlie 
fiacre to stop, saw Pallet with one half of his body 
thrust out at the window of the other coach, crying 
with a terrified look, “JMr. J’ickle, Mr. Jfickle, for 
the love of God ! halt, and prevent liloodshed, else 
here wdll be carnage and cutting of throats.” Pere- 
grine, surprised at this exclaination, immediately 
alighted, and, advancing to the other vehicle, found 
one of their military companions standing upon the 
ground, at the lint her siih* of the coach, with Ins 
sword draw'll, and fury in his countenance ; and the 
physician, with a (puvering lip and haggard asjiect, 
struggling W'ith the other, who had interposed m 
the quarrel, and detained him in his jilaei'. 

Our young gentleman, upon iiujuiry, found that 
this animosity liad sprung from a dispute that hap- 
pened upon the ramparts, touching the streiiglli of 
the fortification, w hich the doctor, according to 
custom, undervalued, hecause it w'as a modern 
work ; .sa} iiig, that, by the help of the military 
engines used among the ancients, and a few' thou- 
sands of pioneers, lie would engage to take it in 
less than ten days after he should sit down before 
it. The North llritoii, who was as great a pedant 
as the physician, having studied fortification, and 
made himself master of Caesar’s ( ’ommeiitaries and 
Polybius, with the observations of Folard, affirmed, 
that all the methods of besieging practised by the 
ancients would be utterly inefi’eetiial against such a 
plan as tliat of the citadel of Lisle ; and began to 
compare the rinea'^ ayijcn’s^ antics, scorpioncs, and 
ratiipultcc, of tlm Jiomaris, with the trenches, mines,* 
batteries, and mortars, used in the jiresent art of 
war. 'I’he republican, finding himself attacked 
upon what he thought his strong side, summoned 
all his learning to his aid; and, describing tlie 
famous siege of Plataea, happened to misquote a 
passage of 'riiucydides, in which lie was corrected 
by the other, who, having been educated for the 
church, was also a connoisseur in the Greek lan- 
guage. T’he doctor, incensed at being detected in 
such a blunder, in presence of Pallet, w'ho, he knew 
would promulgate his shame, told the officer, with 
great arrogance, that his objection was fri%oIous, 


and that he must not pretend to dispute on theM 
matters with one who had considered them with the 
utmost accuracy and care. His antagonist, jiiqued 
at this supercilious insinuation, replied w'ith great 
heat, that, for aught lie knew, the doctor might be 
a very expert apotliecary, but that, in the art of 
war, and knowledge in the Greek tongue, he was 
no otlier than an ignorant pretender. This asse- 
veration produced an answer full of virulence, in- 
cluding a national reflection upon the soldier’s 
country ; and the contention rose to mutual abuse, 
when it was suppressed by the admonitions of the 
other two, wlio begged they would not exjiose 
themselves in a strange place, but behave them- 
selves like fellow-subjects and friends. 'i'bey 
accordingly ceased reviling each other, and the 
affair was seemingly forgot ; but after tliey had re- 
sumed their plae.es in the coach, the jiainter unfor- 
tunately asked the meaning of the word Tortoise, 
w'hicli he had lieard them mention among the 
Roman implements of war. This question was 
answ'ered by the physician, who described tlu* 
jiature of this expedient so little to the satisfaction 
of the officer, that he contradicted him fUitl}, in the 
midst of his explanation ; a circumstance which 
provoked the riqmblican to such a degree, that, in 
the temerity of Jiis passion, he uttered the e]>ithct 
mijm /limit scotatdni; winch was no sooner i>io- 
iiouiiccd than tin* (.’aledonian made manual ap])!!- 
eation to his nose, and, leaping out of the eoacli, 
stood waiting for him on tiie plain ; while he, the 
ph}^sieiaii, made feeble elforts to join him, being 
easily retained l)y the other soldier; and l*all('t, 
dreadingthe eousi’ciueiiee iinvhich he himscll might 
be involved, bellowed aloud for prevention. 

Our hero endeavoured to ([iiiel the eommolion, 
by representing to tlie Scot, that lie had already 
taken satisfaction for the injury he had received, 
and telling the doctor that he liad deserved the 
ehastiseuient which was inlheted iqion him. Ihit 
the oflicer, enc<mrag(*d perhajis by tlu* confusion oi 
his antagonist, insisted ujkhi his asking pardon tor 
what he had said; and the doctor, believing him- 
self under the protection of his friend Pickle, far 
from agreeing to such concession, breathed nothing 
hut deliauee and revenge. So that the chevalier, 
in order to prevent mischief, jmt the soldier uiidci 
arrest, and .sent him to his lodgings, under the care 
of the other French gcntleinaii and his own com- 
panion ; they being also aceompanied h} Mr. .Iolli*r, 
who, liaviug formerly si*eii all the curiosities of 
Lisle, w illingly surrendered his place to the physician. 


CHAn’ER LI. 

Pickle engages with a Knight of Malta in a Conversation 
upon the English Stage, whicli is followed hy a Disserta- 
tion on the Thcaties of the Ancients, by the Doctor. 

The rest of the company jiroceeded to the arsenal, 
which having viewed, together with some remark- 
able churches, they, in their return, went to the 
comedy, and saw the (fid of Corneille tolerably well 
represented. In consequence of this entertainment, 
the discourse at sujipcr turned upon dramatic per- 
formances; and all the objections of Mons. de 
Scudery to tlie piece they had seen acted, together 
with the decision of the French academy, were 
canvassed and discussed. The knight was a man 
of letters and taste, and particularly well acquainU'd 
with the state of the English stage ; so that, when 
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tlie painter boJdly pronounced sentence a;z:ainst tlie 
French manner of acting, on the strength of having 
frequented a Co vent (iarden club of critics, and 
been often admitted, by virtuti of an order, into tlie 
pit ; a eonijiarison immediately ensued, not between 
the authors, but the actors of both nations, to whom 
the chevalier and Pert'grine were no strangers. 
Our hero, like a good Englishman, made no ‘•'ruple 
of giving the preferenci* to the performers of his 
own country, who, he alleged, obeyed the genuine 
impulses of nature, in exhibiting the passions of 
the liumaii mind; and entered so w'armly into the 
spirit of their several jiarts, that they often fancied 
themselves the very heroes they represented ; 
whereas, the action of the Parisian ])layers, even in 
their most interesting characters, was generally 
such an extravagance in voice and gesture, as is 
nowhere to be observed but on the stage. To 
illustrate this assertion, he availed himself of his 
talent, and mimicked the manner and voice of all 
the principal performers, male and female, belong- 
ing to the Erencli coinecly, to tin* admiration of the 
chevalier, who, having com|)limented him upon this 
surprising modulation, begged leave to dissent in 
SOUK* j)articulars from the ojiinion he had avowed. 
“ That you have good actors in England,” said he, 
“it would be unjust and absurd in me to deny ; 
your theatre is adorned by one woman, whose 
sensibility and sweetness of voice is such as 1 have 
never observed on any other stage ; she has, be- 
sides, an elegance of person and expression of fea- 
tures, that wonderfully adapt her for the most 
engaging characters of your best jilavs; and I must 
freely ow n that 1 have been as highly delighted and 
as deeply ulTectcd by a Moiiimia and liclvidera at 
London, as ever I was by a Cornelia and ('leojiatra 
at I’aris. Your favourite actor is a surprising 
genius. You can, moreover, lioast of several comie 
actors, w'ho are perfect masters of bulfooii(*ry and 
grimace; tliough, to be free w'itli you, 1 thmil, iii 
tiiese qualilicatioiis, you are excelled by thejilayers 
of Amsterdam. Yet one of your gratiosos I <*ain)ot 
admire, in all tlie charaeters lie u'^simies. Jlis 
utterance is a continual sing-song, like the chanting 
of vcspiTS, and liis action resembles that of hea\ mg 
ballast into the hold of a shiji. In his outward de- 
portment, he seems to have confounded the ideas 
of dignity and insolence of mien ; acts the crafty, 
cool, designing Crookback, as a loud, shallow, 
blustering Hector; in the character of the mild 
patriot Brutus, he loses all temper and decorum ; 
nay, so ridiculous is the behaviour of him and ('as- 
sius at their interview, that, setting foot to foot, and 
grinning at each other, with the aspect of two 
colliers enraged, they thrust their left sides together 
w itli repeated shocks, tliat the liilts of their swords 
niay clash for the entertainment of the audience, as 
if they were a couple of merry-andrews, endea- 
vouring to raise the laugh of the vulgar, on some 
scaffold at Bartholomew Fair. The despair of a 
great man. who falls a sacrifice to the infernal 
jiractices of a subtle traitor, that enjoyed his con- 
fidence, this English Ailsopus represents, by beating 
bis own forehead, and bellowing like a bull ; and 
indeed, in almost all his most interesting scenes, 
performs such strange shakings of the head, and 
other antic gesticulations, that, when 1 first saw him 
act, I imagined the pour man laboured under that 
paralytica! disorder, wlticli is known by the name 
Df St. Vitus’s dance. In short, he seems to be a 
stranger to the more refined sensations «f the soul ; 


consequently his expression is of the vulgar kind, 
and he must often sink under the idea of the poet ; 
so tliat he has recourse to such violence of affected 
agitation, as imposes upon the undiscerning spec- 
tator, hut, to the eye of taste, evinces him a mere 
player of that class w hom your admired t^hakspeare 
justly compares to nature’s journeyman tearing a 
passion to rags. Yet this man, in spite of all these 
absurdities, is an admirable Falstaff, exhibits the 
character of the eighth Henry to the life, is rea- 
sonably applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in 
the part of Sir John Brute, and would be equal to 
many humorous situations in low comedy, which 
his pride will not allow liiin to undertake. J should 
not have been so severe upon this actor, had I not 
seen him extolled by his partizaiis with the most 
ridiculous and fulsome manifestations of praise, 
even in those very circumstances wherein, as i have 
observed, he chiefly failed.” 

Pickli*, not a little piqued to bear the qualifica- 
tions of such a celebrated actor in England treated 
with sueli freedom and disrespect, answered with 
some asperity, that the chevalier was a true critic, 
more industrious in observing the blemishes, than 
ill ackiiow ledging the exeellence of those w ho fell 
under his examination. 

It was not to be supjiosed that one actor could 
shine equally in all eharueters; and though his 
observations w^re imdoubtedly very judicious, he 
himself could not help woiuh'nng that some of 
them had always escaped his notice, though he had 
been an assiduous freijuiniter of the playhouse. 

“ 'Phe phi) er in (luestion,” said he, “ has, in your own 
opinion, considerable share of merit in the cha- 
racters of comic life; and as to the manners of the 
great personages in tragedy, and the ojicration of 
the grand passions ol' the soul, J apprehend they 
may he varionslv rejirescnied, uecording to the 
various complexion and cultivation of different 
men. A Spaniard, for example, though impelled 
h) the same passion, will express it very differently 
from a Frenehiiuin ; and what is looked ujioii as 
graceful vivacn^- and address by the one, would he 
considered as mipertinence and fojipery by the 
other. Kay. so opposite is your common deport- 
ment from that of some other nations, that one of 
V our own eoiiTitrymen, in tlie relation of his tra- 
velh, observes, that the IVrsIaiis, even of this age, 
when tliev see any man perform unnecessary ges- 
tures, say lie is either a fool or a Frenehniaii. The 
standard of demeanour being thus unsettled, a 
Turk, a INIoor, an Indian, or inhabitant of any 
country, whose customs and dress are widely dif- 
ferent from ours, may, in his seutiments, possi^ss 
all the dignity of the human heart, and he in- 
spired by the noblest passion that animates the soul, 
and yet excite the laughter rather than the respect 
of an European siieetator. 

AVhen I first belu'ld your famous Farisiaii stage 
heroine in one of her principal parts, her attitudes 
seemed so violent, and she tossed her arms around 
with such extravagance, that she put me iii mind 
of a windmill under the agitation of a hard gale ; 
while her voice and features exhibited the lively 
rejiresentation of an English scold. The action of 
your favourite male performer was, in my opinion, 
equally unnatural ; he appeared with the affected 
airs of a dancing master; at the most pathetic 
junctures of his fate, he lifted up his hands above 
his head, like a tumbler going to vault, and 
spoke as if his throat had been obstructed by an 
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hair brush ; yet, when I compared their manners 
with those of the people before whom they per- 
formed, and made allowance for that exaggeration 
which obtains on all theatres, 1 was insensibly re- 
conciled to their method of pertormance, and 1 
could distinguish abundance of merit beneath that 
oddity of appearance.” 

The chevalier, percenving Peregrine a little irri- 
tated at what he had said, asked pai’don for the 
liberty he had taken in censuring the English 
players, assuring him that he had an infinite ve 
neration for the British learning, genius, and taste 
which were so justly distinguished in the world of 
letters ; and that, notwithstanding the severity of 
his criticism, he thought the theatre of London 
much better supplied with actors than that of 
Pans, d’he young gentleman thanked him for his 
polite <*ondeseension, at which Pallet exulted, say- 
ing, with a shake of the head, “ I believe so, loo, 
JVIonsieur;” aiid the physician, impatient of the 
dispute in wdiieh he had home no share, observed, 
with a supercilious air, that the modern stage w'as 
altogether heneath the notice of one who liad an 
idea of ancient magnificence and execution ; that 
plays ought to be exhibited at the expense of the 
state, as those of Sophocles w(‘re by the Athenians; 
and that jiropm* judges should be aiipoiiited for 
receiving or rejecting all such performances as ar(‘ 
offered to the public. 

He then described the theatre at Home, which 
contained eighty thousand spectators, gave them a 
learni‘d disipiisition into the nature of the persona y 
or mask, worn by the Homan actors, which, h(‘ 
said, was a machine that covered the wliole head, 
furnished on the inside with a brazen coneavity, 
that, by reverberating the sound, as it issued froin 
the mouth, raised the voice, so ns to render it 
audible to such an extended audience. He explained 
the dilferenee between the sa/lafor and (Jeclamatory 
one of whom aeled, while the other rehearsed the 
part; and from thence took occasion to mention the 
perfections of their pantomimes, who \M‘rc so amaz- 
ingly distinct in the exercise of their art, th.it a 
certain prince of Poiitus, being at the court of 
Eero, and seeing one of them represent a story, 
begged him of the einjieror, in older to employ 
him as an interpreter among barbarous nations, 
whose language he did not understand. E'ay, divers 
cynic philosophers, vho had coiidoiiim d this enter- 
tainment unseen, when they chanced to he eye 
witnesses of their admirable dexterity, expressed 
their sorrow for having so long debarred themselves 
of such rational enjoyment. 

He dissented, however, from the opinion of 
Peregrine, w ho, as a proof of their excellence, had 
advanced, that some of tlie English actors fancied 
themselves the very thing they represented, and 
recounted a story from J^ucian, of a certain cele- 
brati'd pantomime, wlio, in acting the part of Ajax 
in Ids frenzy, was transported into a real fit of 
deliriniTl, during which he tore to jiieees the clothes 
of that actor who stalked before him, heating the 
stage with iron shoes, in order to increase the 
noise, STKitehed an instrument Iroin one of the mu- 
sicians, and broke it over the head of liim who 
represented Ulysses; and, running to the consular 
bench, mistook a couple of senators for the sheep 
which w'ere to he slam. Tlu‘ audience applauded 
him to the skies; hut so conscious was the mimic 
of his own extravagance, wlien he recovered the 
use of his reason, that he actually fell sick with 


mortification ; and, being afterwards desired to re- 
act the piece, flatly refused to appear in any such 
character, saying, that the shortest follies were the 
best, and that it Avas sufficient for him to have been 
a madman once in his life. 


CHAPTER Lll. 

An Adventure li.'ippens to Pipes, in consequence of whieh he 
is dismissed from Peief;init‘’s Service— The wliole Coni- 
IViiiy set out for Ghent in the Diligence — Our Hero is 
captivated by a Lady in that f'aiii.ige — Interests her Sjii- 
ritual Director m liis belialf. 

Tue doctor, being fairly engaged on the subject of 
the ancients, would have proceeded the Jjord knows 
how far, without hesitation, had not he been in- 
terrupted by the arrival of Mr. doltcr, avIio, in 
great confusion, told them, that Pipes, having 
affronted a soldier, was then sniToundcd in the 
street, and wmiild ctu'tainly he put to death, if some 
person of authority did not immediately interpose 
in his behalf. 

Ik'regnne no sooner learned the dangm* of his 
trusty squire, than, snatching up his sword, he ran 
down stairs, and Avas folloAved by the ehevalim*, 
intn*atiiig him to leave the aff air to his management. 
Within ten yards of the door they found 'rom with 
bis back to a w^all, defending himself inanfnlly Avilli a 
inopstick against the assault oftliree or four soldiers, 
Avdio, at sight of the Maltese* cross, desisted from the 
attack, and were taken into custody by order of the 
knight. One of the aggressors, being an Irishman, 
hogged to be lieard with great importunity, befon* 
lie should be sent to the giiaiji ; and, by the me- 
diation of I’iekh*, was accordingly brought into the 
Jiotel, w itli his companions, all three bearing iqion 
their heads and faces eAident marks of their adver- 
<ar\ ’s iirowess and dextiTity. U'lie spokespian bi'ing 
•oiifroiiled with l*ipes, inliu'ined the eonqiany, that, 
liiving by accident met Avitli Mr. Pipes, avIioiu he 
considered as his eouiitr>nian, though fortune had 
lisposed of them in different serAieis, Ik* invited 
liim to drink a glass ot‘ w ine, and aecordingly eiir- 
I’ied him to a cuharel, where he introdueed him to 
Ids comrades; Imt, in the course of the coiiversa- 
lion, Avhieh turned upon the ])()wer and greatness 
>f the kings of Eraiiee and Jsnal.md, Mr. I'ijies 
liad been pleased to tieat his most Christian nia- 
lesty Avitli great disrespect ; and when lie, the 
entertainer, cxjiostnluted Avith him iii a friendly 
namier about his mijiolite behaviour, observing, 
hat he being in theEr(*neh service, would be under 
.he necessity of resenting his abuse, if lie did not 
.mt a stop to ii before the other gentlemen of the 
;loth should compreliend his meaning, he had set 
hern all three at defiance, dishonoured him in par- 
ticular with the opprobrious epithet of rebel to his 
fotire king and covntnj, and even drank, in broken 
French, to the perdition of Lcavis and all his adhe- 
rents ! that, compelled by this outrageous conduct, 
lie, as the person wlio had recommended him to 
dieir society, liad, in vindication of his oAvn cha- 
•aeter, demanded satisfaction of the delinquent, 
ttlio, on pretence of fetcliing a sword, had gone to 
lis lodging, from whence he all of a sudden sallied 
ipon them Avith the mopstick, Avhich lie employed 
the amioyanee of them all Avithout distinction, 
tliat ihey were obliged to draw in their OAvn 
defence. 

Pipes, being questioned by his master with re- 



PEREGRINE PICKLE- 


gard to the truth of this account, owned that every 
circumstance was justly represented; saying, he 
did not value their cheese toasters a pinch of 
oakum ; and that, if the gentleman had not shot in 
betwixt them, he would liave trimmed them to siicli 
a lun(‘, that they should not have had a whole yard 
to s<|iiare. Peregrine reprimanded him sharply 
for his unmannerly behaviour, and insisted upon 
his asking pardon of those lie had injured upon the 
siiot. Hut no consideration was efficacious enough 
to produce such eoueession ; to this command he 
was both deaf and dumb, and the repeated threats 
of his uKistei’ had no more effect than if they had 
been addressi'd to a marble statue. At length our 
hero, incensed at his obstinacy, started up, and 
would have chastised him witli manual operation, 
had not he been preventi'd by the chevalier, who 
faiiid means to moderate his indignation so far, 
that lie contented himself with dismissing the 
offender from his service ; and after having ob- 
tained llu' discharge of the prisoners, gave them a 
iionis to diink by vay of reeomjiensc for the dis- 
grace and damage they had sustained. 

Tlie knight, perceiving our young gentleman 
vet*}' iiineli rullled at this accident, and reflecting 
ujem the extraordinary deportment and ajipearance 
of his valet, whose hair had by this time adopted a 
gri/zled hue, imagined he was some favourite do- 
iiieslic, who bad grown grey in the service of bis 
juast(*r\s family, and that of coiiseipience he was 
uneasy at the saeritiee he had made. Swa>ed by 
this eonjeetnre, be earnestly solicited in liis behall ; 
but all In* could obtain was a promise of re-admit- 
ting linn into favour <m the terms already projiosed, 
or at l(‘ast on eoiidltion that he should make bis 
aekiiowledgment to the chevalier, for bis want of 
reverence and respect for the French monarch. 

lljion this condescension, flic culprit was called 
up stalls, and made acquainted with the niitigatjoii 
f)f Ills fate ; upon which he said, he would down on 
Ills marrowboties to his owm master, hut would he 
cl — lied Ix'fore lu‘ Avould ask pardon of e’er a Fi ench- 
man iul’linsu ndom, I’lekle, exasperated atthishlunt 
di'claration, ordered him out of liis preseii(‘e, and 
charged him never to ajipear before his face again; 
while the officer in vain einplou'd all his influenee 
and addivas to ajipease liis resentment, aiul about 
imdnight took his leave with marks of mortifica- 
tion at his want of success. 

Next dav the eoiiijiany agreed to travel through 
Khniders in the diligence, by the ad\ ice of I’eregriiie, 
w ho was not without hope of meeting with some 
adventure or amusement in that carriage, and 
.loiter took care to secure places for them all. It 
Jieing resolved that the valet-de-ehamhre and the 
doctor's man should attend the vehicle on horse- 
hack ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, he was left to 
reap the fruits of liis own vStuhborii disposition, iiot- 
wulistaiiding the united efforts of the whole triiim- 
viiMti', w ho endeavoured to jirocure his pardon. 

h\ cry pri'v lous measure being thus takmi, they 
set out from Lisle about six in the morning, and 
io'ind themsedves in t’n* company of a lemale 
adventurer, a very liandsome young lnd\% a (’ajm- 
elini, and a ilottenlani dew. Our } oiuig gentleman, 
Ix'ing tlu‘ fiist of this society that entered, surveyed 
the .str.ingiTs willi an alliuitive ev(', and seated 
himself immediati ly bel'ind the beautiful unknown, 
wlio at oiiee atlraeted his attention. l‘allet, seeing 
another lady unengaged, in iuiitatimi of his friend. 
Took possession of her neighbourlK;od ; the Jibysi- 
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cian paired with the priest, and Jolter sat down 
by the Jew. 

The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, 
when Pickle, accosting the fair incognita, congra- 
tulated him.self upon his happiness in being a tellow- 
travellcr of so charming a lady. She, without the 
least reserve or affectation, thanked him for his 
compliment, and rejdied with a sprightly air, that 
now they were embarked in one common bottom, 
they must club their endeavours to make one 
another as liapjiy as the nature of their situation 
would permit them to be. Encouraged by this 
frank intimation, and, captivated by her line black 
eyes and easy behaviour, he attached himself to licr 
from that moment; and, in a little time, the con- 
versation became so particular, that the Capuchin 
thought proper to interlere in the diveourse, in such 
a manner as gave the jmuth to understand that he 
was there on jiurpose to superintend her conduct. He 
wasdouhly n joiced at this discovery, in consequence 
of which lie hoped tojiroiitin his addresses, not only 
by the young lady’s restraint, that never fails to 
operate in behalf of tlie lover, but also by the cor- 
ruptibility of her guardian, w hom he did not doubt 
of rendering propitious to his cause. Flushed with 
these expectations, he behaved with uncommoa 
eomplaeency to the father, who was charmed wdth 
the affability of his (airriage, and on the fuilh of his 
generosity , abated of his vigilance so much, that 
our hero carried on his suit without furtlicr moles- 
tation; while the painter, in signs and loud bursts 
of laughter, conversed with his Diileinea, who was 
])erfectly^ w'ell versed m thesi* simple expressions of 
satisfaction, and had already found means to make 
\ dangerous invasion upon Ins heart. 

Nor were the governor and physician unem- 
ployed, wdiile their friends interested themselves in 
this agretxible manner. Jolter no sooner perei‘i\ed 
the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered into an 
iii\estigation of the Hebrew tongue, iu wliieh he 
was a connoisseur; and the doctor at the same tunc 
attacked the mendicant on llie ridiculous maxims 
of his order, together with the imjiositioiis of priest- 
craft iii general, which, he ohseiwed, prevailed so 
mueh among those who profess ihc Ivoiium (.'alholic 
religion. 

'riius coujiled, each committee enjoyed their 
own conversation ajiart, without any danger ot en- 
croachment; and all Avere so intent upon their 
several to|)ies, that they scarce alloAved theniselvi'S 
a small interval iu viewing the desolation ofaAlemTi, 
as they passed tlirough that ruined frontier. About 
twelve o'clock they ai rived at (’ourtray, where the 
horses are always changed, and the eouipaiiy lialt 
an hour fur refr<‘shment. Her(,M*eregriue banded 
his charmer into an apartment, Avhere she Ava< 
joined by the other lady ; and, on pretence of .see- 
ing some of the churches in town, juit himself 
under the direction of the (’apucliin, from w hom he 
learned that the young lady was wife to a Fieiich 
gentleman, to whom she had been married about a 
year, and that she was now' on her journey to visit 
her lie ber, who lived in HrusseN, and who at that 
time laiKiured under a hii",e*’h»g dislenqier, whieh, 
in all proh.ihihty', Avould soon jmt a period to her 
life, lie llu'ii laiuiehed out iii [.raise of her daugh- 
ter’.s Airliu* and eoiijugal affection ; and lastly told 
him, that lie was her father confessor, and pitclud 
iqxui to he her coiidueior through Flanders, by her 
Iiusbard, who, ;is well as bis wife, [>lae“d the utmost 
eoiilidence iu his prudence and integrity. 
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Pickle easily comprehended the meaning of this 
insinuation, and took the hint accordingly. He 
tickled the priest's vanity, with extraordinary en- 
comiums upon the disinterested principles of his 
order, which were detached from all worldly pur- 
suits, and altogether devoted to the eternal salvation 
of mankind, lie applauded their patience, humi- 
lity, and learning, and lavished a world of praise 
upon their talent in preaching, which, he said, had 
more than once operated so yiowertully upon him, 
that, had lie not been n'strained hy certain consi- 
derations which lie could not possibly waive, he 
should have embraced their tenets, and begged ad- 
mission into their fraternity. IJut, as the circum- 
biances of liis fate would not permit him to take 
such a salutary measure for the present, he en- 
treated the good father to acce[)t a small token of 
his love and respect, for tlie benefit of that convent 
to which he belonged. So saying, he pulled out a 
purse of ten guineas, which the Capuchin observ- 
ing, turned his head anotluT way, and, lifting up 
his arm, (lisjilayed a pocket almost as liigh as his 
collar hone, in which he deposited tlie money. 

Tliis proof of affection for tlie order produced a 
sudden and surprising effect upon the friar. In the 
transport of his zeal he wrung this semi-con vert's 
hand, show'ered a thousand iKuiedictions upon his 
head, inui exhorted him, with the tears flowing 
from his eyes, to perlcct the great work which the 
finger of God had begun in his heart ; and, as an 
instance ol‘ his concern for the welfare of liis pre- 
cious soul, the holy brother promised to recommend 
him strenuously to the pious adiiionilioiis of th(‘ 
young woman under his care, w^ho was a perleel 
saint upon earth, and endowed w'ith a peculiar gift 
of inolUfyiiig the hearts of obdurate sinners. “ O 
father!” cried the hypocritical projector, who by 
this time perceived that his money was not throw n 
away, “if I could he favoured but for one half 
hour with the private instruction of that inspir<‘d 
devotee, my mind presages, that T sliould he a 
strayed sheep brought hack into the fold, and that 
1 should find easy entrance at the gates of lu>aven ! 
There is something suiiernatiiral in her aspect; 1 
gaze upon her with the most pious fervour, and my 
whole soul is agitated Avitli tumults of hojie and 
despair!” Having proiumiieed this rhapsody with 
transport half natural and half affected, the priest 
assured him, -that these were ojierations of the 
spirit, which must not he repressed ; atid comforted 
him with the hope of enjoying tlie blessed inter- 
view which he desired, protesting, that, as far a.s his 
influence extended, his wish should be that very 
evening indulged. J'he grae/ious pupil thanked hii i 
for his benevolent coneerii, wliieh lu* sw^ore should 
not he squandered upon an ungrateful object ; and 
the rest of the company interrupting the conversa- 
tion, they returned in a body to the inn, where they 
dined all together, and the ladies were persuaded to 
be our hero’s guests. 

As the subjects on which they had been engaged 
before dinner were not exhausted, each brace re- 
sumed their former theme w hen they were replaced 
in the diligence. The painter’s mistress ffnislied her 
conquest, by exerting her skill in the art of ogling, 
accompanied hy frequent bewitching sighs, and 
some tender French songs, that she sung with such 
pathetic expression, as quite melted the resolution 
of Tallet, and utterly subdued his afltection. And 
he, to convince her of the importance of her victory, 
gave a sijecimen of his own talents, by entertaining 


her with that celebrated English dttty, the burden 
of which begins with, The pigs they lie with their 
a —es bare. 

ClIAFTER LlII 

He mfikes some Progress in her Afloc -ons — Is interrupted 
by a Dispute between Julter and tlie Jew— Appeases the 
Wrath of the Capucliin, who procuicb for him an Inter- 
view with his fair Enslaver, in which lie juids Jumself 
deceived. 

Pereokine, meanwhile, employed all liis insinua- 
tion and address in jiractising upon the heart of 
the Gapiudiin’s fair charge. He had long ago de- 
clared liis passion, not in the superficial manner of 
a French gallant, hut with all the ardour of an 
enthusiast. He iiad Janguislied, vowed, flattered, 
kissed her hand hy stealth, and had no reason to 
complain of his reception. Though, hy a man of 
a less sanguine di.sjiosition, her jiariiciilar eomplai- 
.sance would have been deemed equivocal, and 
perhaps nothing more than tlie (*ffirt of French 
breeding and eoTi.stitiilional vivacity, he gave his 
own qualifications credit for the whole, and wdth 
these sentiments earned on the attack with such 
unabatiiig vigour, that she was actually prevailed 
upon to accept a ring, wliieli hi* jireseuted as a 
token of Ills esteem ; and every thing i»roeeeded in 
a most prosjieroiis train, when they were distiirhed 
hy the governor and Israelite, who in the heat of 
disputation rai.sed their voices, and poured forth 
such effusions of gutturals, as set our lover’s teeth 
on edge. As they .sjioke iii a language unknown 
to every one in the carriage hut themselves, and 
looked at eaeh othi'i* with mutual animosity and 
rancour, J’eregriue desired to know the cause of 
their contention, rjxm whieli Jolter exclaimed in 
a furious tone, “ ’I'liis learned Levite, forsooth, has 
the iinpudenee to tell me that 1 don’t understand 
Ilelmnv ; and affirms, that the word Jiato/ii sig- 
nifies e////d of joy; whereas 1 can jirove, and indeed 
have already said enough to eonvmee any rea.son- 
ahle man, tliat in the Septuagint it is rightly 
translated into mu of my sorrow.** Having thus 
explained himself to his ])npil, he turned to the 
prie.st, with intention to appeal to his determination ; 
hut the dew pulled him by the sleeve with great 
eagerness, saying, “ For the love of God he quiet, 
the Gajinehm will discover who W'e are !” Jolter, 
offended at this eonjuuction, eelioed “Who wc are !” 
with great emphasis ; and re]jeating nos pomu na- 
lamus, asked ironically to which ol the tribes the 
Jew tliought lie helongcd. ’flie Levite, affronted 
at hi.s coinjiaring liim to a hall of lior.se-dung, re- 
plied, with a most significant grin, “'lo the tribe of 
Issacliar.” His aiitugonisl, taking the advantage* 
of his unwillingness to Ixrknowii hy the friar, and 
jirompted hy revenge for the freedom lie liad used, 
answered in the French language, that the judgment 
of God w'as still miiiiifest upon their wliolc race, 
not only in their being in the state of exiles from 
their native land, but also in the spite of their 
hearts and pravity of tlieir dispositions, which de- 
monstrate them to be the genuine offspring of tliose 
who crucified the {Saviour of the world. 

His expectation was, however, defeated; the 
priest himself was too deeply engaged to attend to 
the debates of other people. The physician, in the 
pride and insolence of his learning, had undertaken 
to display the absurdity of the Christian faith ; 
having already, as he thought, confuted the Capu- 
chin, touching the points of belief in wdiicli the 
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Roman Catholics differ from the rest of the world. 
But not contented with the imagined victory he 
had gained, he began to strike at Sie fundamentals 
of religion ; and the father, with incredible for- 
bearance, suffered him to make very free with the 
doctrine of the Trinity. Bu^ when he levelled the 
shafts of his ridicule at the immaculate conception 
of the Blessed Virgin, the good man’s patience 
forsook him, his eyes seemed to kindle with indig- 
nation, he trembled in every joint, and uttered with 
a loud voice, “ You are an abominable — I will not 
call thee heretic, for thou art worse, if possible, than 
a Jew; you deserve to be enclosed in a furnace 
seven times heated, and T have a good mind to 
lodge an information against you with the go- 
vernor of Ghent, that you may be apprehended 
and punished as an impious blasphemer.” 

This menace operated like a charm on all pre- 
sent. The doctor was confounded, the governor 
dismayed, the Levite’s teeth chattered, the painter 
was astonished at the general confusion, the cause 
of which he could not comprehend; and Pickle 
himself, not a little alarmed, was obliged to use all 
his interest and assiduity in appeasing this son of 
the church, who at length, in consideration of the 
friendship he professed for the young gentleman, 
consented to forgive what had passed, but absolutely 
refused to sit in contact with such a profane wretch, 
whom he looked upon as a fiend of darkness sent 
by the enemy of mankind to poison the minds of 
weak people; so that after having crossed himself, 
ind muttered certain exorcisms, he insisted upon 
the doctor’s changing places with the Jew, who 
tpproached the offended ecclesiastic in an agony of 
fear. 

Mutters being thus compromised, tlie conversa- 
ion flowed in a more general channel ; and w’ithout 
he intervention of any other accident, or bone of 
contention, the carriage arrived at the city of Ghent 
ibout sevon in the evening. Supper being besj)okc 
or the whole company, our adventurer anl his 
riends went out to take a superficial view of the 
dace, leaving his new mistress to the pious exhor- 
ations of her confessor, whom, as w'c have already 
)bserved, Ik* had secured in his interest. This 
cealous mediator spoke so warmly in his commen- 
lation, and intei ested her coiiseience so much in 
he affair, that sl)e could not refuse her helping- 
land to the great work of liis conversion, and pro- 
nised to grant the interview he desired. 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the 
.apuchin communicated to Peregrine at his return, 
elevated his spirits to such a degree, tliat he shone 
it supper vdth uncommon brilliance, in a thousand 
lallies of wit and pleasantry, to the admiration and 
lelight of all present, especially of his fair Fleming, 
vho seemed quite captivated by his i)erson and 
>ehaviour. 

The evening being thus spent to the satisfaction 
)f all parties, the company broke up, and retired to 
heir several apartments, when our lover, to his un- 
ipeakable mortification, learned that the two ladies 
were obliged to lie in the same room, all the other 
chambers of the inn being preoccupied. When he 
mparted this difficulty to the priest, that charitable 
Eather, who was very fruitful in expedients, assured 
Eiim, that his spiritual concerns should not be 
obstructed by such a slender impediment ; and ac- 
cordingly availed himself of his prerogative, by 
?oing into his daughter’s chamber when she was 
almost undressed, and leading her into his ovrn, on 


pretence of administering salutary food for her 
soul. Having brought the two votaries together, 
he prayed for success to the operations of grace, 
and leh them to their mutual meditations, after 
having conjured them in the most solemn manner 
to let no impure sentiments, or temptations of the 
flesh, interfere with the hallowed design of their 
meeting. 

The reverend intercessor being gone, and the door 
fastened on the inside, the pseudo-convert,, trans- 
ported with his passion, threw himself at Amanda’s 
feet ; and begging she would «?pare him the tedious 
form of addresses, which the nature of their inter- 
view would not permit him to observe, began with 
all the impetuosity of love to make the most by the 
occasion. But whether she was displeased by the 
intrepidity and assurance of his behaviour, thinking 
herself entitled to more courtship and respect, or 
was really better fortified with chastity than he or 
his procurer had supposed her to be, certain it is, 
she expressed resentment and surprise at his bold- 
ness and presumption, and upbraided him with 
having imposed upon the charity of the friar. The 
young gentleman was really as much astonished at 
this rebuff, as she pretended to be at his declaration, 
and earnestly entreated her to consider how pre- 
cious the moments were, and for once sacrifice 
superfluous ceremony to the happiness of one who 
adored her with such a flame, as could not fail to 
•onsume his vitals, if she would not deign to bless 
him with her favour. Notwithstanding all his tears, 
vows, and supplications, his personal accomplish- 
ments, and the temj)ting opportunity, all tliat he 
could obtain was an acknowledgment of his having 
made an impression upon her heart, which she 
hoped the dictates of her duty woidd enable her to 
erase. This confession he considered as a delicate 
•onsent ; and, obeying the impulse of his love, 
snatched her up in his arms, with an intention of 
seizing that which she declined to give ; when this 
French Lucretia, unable to defend her virtue any 
other way, screamed aloud : and the Capuchin, 
setting his shoulder to the door, forced it open, and 
*ntered in an affected ecstasy of amazement. He 
ifled up his hands and eyes, and pretended to be 
thunderstruck at the discovery he had made ; then, 
n broken exclamations, professed his horror at the 
wicked intention of our hero, who had covered such 
a damnable scheme with the mask of religion. 

In short, he performed his cue with such dex- 
terity, that the lady, believing him in earnest, 
begged he would forgive the stranger, on account 
of his youth and education, which had been tainted 
by the errors of heresy : and he was on these con- 
siderations content to accept the submission of 
our hero, who, far from renouncing his expecta- 
tions, notwithstanding this mortifying repulse, con- 
fided so much in his own talents, and the confession 
which his mistress had made, that he resolved to 
make another effort, to which nothing could have 
prompted him but the utmost turbulence of unruly 
desire. 

CHAPTER LIV. 

lie makes another Effort towards the Accomplishment of his 

. Wish, which is postponed by a strange Accident. 

He directed his valet-de-chambre, who was a 
thorough-paced pimp, to kindle some straw in the 
yard, and then pass by the door of her apartment, 
;rying, with a loud voice, that the house was on 
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fire. Tliis alarm hrouglit both ladies out of thei 
chamber in a moment ; and Peregrine, taking the 
advantage of their running to the street door, en- 
tered the room, and concealed himself under a 
large tabic that stood in an unobserved corner. 
The nymphs, as soon as they understood the cause 
of his Mercury’s supposed affright, returned to 
their apartment, and, having said their prayers, 
undressed themselves, and went to bed. This 
scene, which fell under the observation of Pickle, 
did not at all contribute to the cooling of his concu- 
piscence, but, on the contrary, inflamed him to such 
degree, that he could scarce restrain his im- 
patience, until by her breathing deep, he concluded 
the fellow lodger of his Amanda was asleep. This 
welcome note no sooner saluted liis ears, than he 
crept to his charmer’s bed-side, and, placing him- 
self on his knees, gently laid hold on lior white 
hand, and pressed it to his lips. She had just be- 
gun to close her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable op- 
pression of slumber, when she was roused by this 
rape, at which she started, pronouncing, in a tone 
of surprise and dismay, “My Codl who’s that!” 
The lov(‘r, with the most insinuating humility, be- 
sought her to hear him ; vowing, that his intention 
in approaching her thus, was not to violate the laws 
of decency, or that indelible esteem which she had 
engraven on his heart, but to manifest his sorrow 
and contrition for the umbrage he had given, to 
])Our forth the overflovdngs of his soul, and tell her 
that he neither could nor would survive her dis- 
pleasure. These, and many other pathetic protes- 
tations, accompanied with sighs and tears, and 
other expressions of grief, which our hero had at 
command, could not fail to melt the tender heart of 
the amiable Plcming, already prepossessed in favour 
of his qualifications. She sympathized so much 
with his affliction as to weep in her turn, when she 
represented the impossibility of her rewarding his 
passion ; and he, seizing the favourable moment, 
reinforced his solicitations with such irresistible 
transports, that her resolution gave way, she began 
to breathe quick, expressed her fear of being over- 
heard by tlie other lady, and, with an ejaculation of 
“O Heavens I I’m undone;” suffered him, after a 
faint struggle, to make a lodgement upon the co- 
vered way of her bed. Her honour, however, was 
secured for the present, by a strange sort of knock- 
ing upon the wainscot, at the other end of the 
room, hard by the bed in which the female adven- 
turer lay. 

Surprised at this circumstance, the lady begged 
him for heaven’s sake to retreat, or her reputation 
would be ruined for ever. But when he represented 
to her, that her character would run a much greater 
risk if he should be detected in withdrawing, she 
consented with great trepidation to his stay ; and 
they listened in silence to the sequel of the noise 
that alarmed them. This was no other than an ex- 
pedient of the painter, to awalcen his* Dulcinea, with 
whom he had made an assignation, or at least in- 
terchanged such signals as he thought amounted to 
a firm appointment Ilis nymph being disturbed 
in her first sleep, immediately understood the sound, 
and, true to the agreement, rose, and unholting tJie 
door as softly as possible, gave him admittance, 
leaving it open for his more commodious retreat. 

While this happy gallant was employed in 
disengaging himself from the dishabille in which 
he had entered, the Capuchin, suspecting that Pere- 
grine would make another attempt upon his charge. 


had crept silently to the apartment, in o>rder to re- 
connoitre, lest the adventure should be achieved 
without his knowledge ; a circumstance that would 
deprive him of the profits he might expect from 
his privity and concurrence. Finding the door un- 
latched, his suspicion was confirmed, and he made 
no scru])le of creeping into the chamber on all four ; 
so that the painter, having stripped himself to the 
shirt, in groping about for his Dulcinea’s bed, 
chanced to lay his hand upon the shaven crown of 
the father’s head, which, by a circular motion, the 
priest began to turn round in his grasp, like a ball 
in a socket, to the surprise and consternation of 
j)oor Pallet, who, having neither penetration to 
comprehend the case, nor resolution to withdraw 
his fingers from this strange object of his touch, 
stood eating in the dark, and venting (jaculations 
with great devotion, 'i’he friar, tired with this ex- 
ercise, and the painful posture in which he stoojied, 
raised himself gradually upon his feet, heaving up 
at the same time the hand of the painter, whose 
terror a<id amazement increased to such a degree 
at this unaccountable elevation, that his faculties 
began to fail ; and his palm, in the confusion of 
liis fright, sliding over the priest’s forehead, one of 
iis fingers happened to slip into his mouth, and 
was immediately secured between the Capuchin’s 
eeth, with as fii’in a fixture as if it had been screwed 
n a blacksmith’s vice. The painter was so much 
disordered by this sudden snap, which tortured him 
to the bone, that, forgetting all other considerations, 
le roared aloud, “ Murder ! a fire ! a trap, a trap ! 
lelp, ( Christians, for the love of God, help !” Our 
lero, confounded by these exclamations, which he 
knew would soon fill the room with spectators, and 
ncensed at his own mortifying disappointment, "was 
obliged to quit the untasted banquet, and approach- 
ng the cause of his misfortune, just as his tor- 
mentor had thought proper to release his finger, 
discharged such a hearty slap between his shoulders, 
as brought him to the ground with hideous bellow- 
ng ; then retiring unpereeived to his own chamber, 
was one of the first who returned with a light, on 
[iretence of having been alarmed with his cries. 'I'lic 
Capuchin had taken the same precaution, and fol- 
lowed i’eregrine into the room, pronouncing Jlcna- 
diciU\ and crossing himself with many marks of 
astonishment. The physician and .loiter appearing 
at the same time, the unfortunate painter was found 
lying naked on the floor, in all the agony of horror 
ind dismay, blowing upon his left hand, that hung 
langling from the elbow, ’^riie circumstance of 
lis being found in that apartment, and the attitude 
f his affliction, which was extremely ridiculous, 
provoked the doctor to a smile, and produced a 
small relaxation in the severity of the governor’s 
countenance ; while Tickle, testifying surprise and 
concern, lifted him from the ground, and inquired 
into the cause v>f his present situation. Having, 
after some recollection, and fruitless endeavours to 
speak, recovered the use of his tongue, he told them 
that the liouse was certainly haunted by evil spirits, 
by which he had been conveyed, he knew not how, 
into that apartment, and afflicted with all the tortures 
of hell. That one of them liad made itself sensible 
to his feeling, in the shape of a round ball of smooth 
flesh, which turned round under his hand, like an 
astronomer’s globe, and then rising up to a surpri- 
sing height, was converted into a machine that laid 
hold on liis finger, by a snap, and having pinned 
him to the spot, he continued for some moments in 
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unspeakable agony. At last he said the engine 
seemed to melt away from his finger, and he re* 
ceived a sudden thwack upon his shoulders, as if 
discharged by the arm of a giant, which overthrew 
him in an instant upon the floor. The priest hear- 
ing this strange account, pulled out of one of his 
pouches a piece of consecrated candle, which he 
lighted immediately, and muttered certain mysteri- 
ous conjurations. Jolter, imagining that Pallet 
was drunk, shook his head, saying, he believing the 
spirit was no where but in his own brain. The 
physician for once condescended to be a wag, and 
looking towards one of the beds, observed, that in 
his opinion, the painter had been misled by the 
flesh, and not by the spirit The fair Fleming lay 
in silent astonishment and affright ; and her fellow- 
lodger, in order to acquit herself of all suspicion, 
exclaimed with incredible volubility against the 
author of this uproar, who, she did not doubt, had 
concealed himself in the apartment, with a view of 
perpetrating some wicked attempt upon her pre- 
cious virtue, and was punished and prevented the 
immediate interposition of Heaven. At her desire, 
therefore, and at the earnest solicitation of the 
other lady, he was conducted to his own bed, and 
the chamber being evacuated, they locked their 
door, fully resolved to admit no more visitants for 
that night. While l*eregrine, mad with seeing the 
delicious morsel snatched, as it were, from bis very 
lip, stalked through the jiassage like a ghost, in 
hope of finding some opportunity of re-entering, 
till the day beginning to break, he was obliged to 
retire, cursing the idiotical conduct of the painter, 
which had so unluckily interfered with his delight. 


CHAPTER LV. 

They depart fl-om Ghent— Our Hero engages in a Political 
Dispute vtith liis Mistress, whom he offends, and pacities 
witli Submission — He practises an Expedient to detain the 
Carriage at Alost, and confirms the Pnesi in his Interest. 

Next day, about one o'clock, after having seen 
every thing rcunarkahle in town, and been present 
at the execution of two youths, who were hanged 
for ravishing a whore, they took their departure 
from Ghent, in tlie same carriage wliich had 
brought them thither ; and the conversation turning 
upon the punishment they had seen inflicted, the 
Flemish beauty expressed great symjiathy and com- 
passion for the unhappy sufferers, who, as she had 
been informed, had fallen victims to the malice of 
the accuser. Iler sentiments were espoused by all 
the company, except the French lady of jileasurc, 
who, thinking the credit of the sisterhood con- 
cerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed against the 
profligacy of the age, and particularly the base and 
villainous attempts of man upon the chastity of the 
M^eaker sex; saying, with a look of indignation, 
directed to the painter, that, for her own part, she 
should never be able to manifest the acknowledg- 
ment she owed to Providence, for having jirotected 
her last night from the wicked aims of unbridled 
lust. This observation introduced a series of jokes, 
at the expense of Pallet, who bung his ears, and sat 
with a silent air of dejection, fearing that, through 
the malevolence of the physician, his adventure 
might reach the cars of his wife. Indeed, though 
we have made shift to cx])lain the whole transaction 
to the reader, it was an inextricable mystery to every 
individual in the diligence. Because the part which 
vas acted by the Capuchin, was known to himself | 


alone ; and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle’s 
being concerned in the affair ; so that the greatest 
share of the painter’s sufferings were supposed to 
be the exaggerations of his own extravagant ima- 
gination. 

In the midst of their discourse on this extra- 
ordinary subject, the driver told them, that they 
were now on the very spot where a detachment of 
the allied army had been intercepted and cut off 
hy the French ; and, stopping tlie vehicle, enter- 
tained them with a local description o! the battle of 
Melle, Upon this occasion. +he Flemish lady, who, 
since her marriage, had become a keen partizan for 
the French, gave a minute detail of all the circum- 
stances, as they liad been represented to her by her 
husband’s brother, who was in the action. This 
account, which sunk the number of the French to 
sixteen, and raised that of the allies to twenty 
thousand men, was so disagreeable to truth, as well 
as to the laudable partiality of Peregrine, that he 
ventured to contradict her assertions, and a fierce 
dispute commeBci'd, that not only regarded the 
present question, hut also comprehended all the 
battles in which the duke of Marlborough had 
commanded against Louis the Fourteenth. In the 
course of these debates, she divested the great 
general of all the glory he liad acquired, hy affirm- 
ing, that every victory he gained was purposely 
lost by the French generals, in order to bring the 
schemes of ISladamc de Maintenon into discredit ; 
and, as a particular instance, alleged, that while the 
citadel of Lisle was besieg(*d, Louis said, in pre- 
sence of the J )auj)hiii, that, if the allies should he 
obliged to raise the siege, he would immediatelv 
declare his marriage with that lady ; upon which 
the son sent private orders to Marshal Boufflers to 
surrender the place. This strange allegation was 
supported hy the asseverations of the priest and the 
courtezan, and admitted as truth by the governor, 
who pretended to have heard it from good autho- 
rity; while the doctor sat neutral, as one who 
thought it scandalous to know the history of such 
modern events. 'I’he Israelite, being a true Dutch- 
man, lifted himself under the banners of our hero, 
who, in attempting to demonstrate the absurdity 
and improbability of what they had advanced, 
raised such a hue and cry against himself, and being 
insensibly heated in the altercation, irritated his 
Amanda to such a degree, that her charming eyes 
kindled with fury, and he saw great reason to 
think, that, if he did not fall upon some method to 
deprecate her wrath, she would in a twinkling 
sacrifice all her esteem for him to her own zeal for 
the glory of the French nation. Moved by this 
apprehension, his ardour cooled by degrees, and he 
insensibly detached hiniself from the argument, 
leaving the whole care of supporting it on the Jew, 
who, finding himself deserted, was fain to yield at 
discretion ; so that the French remained masters of 
the field, and their young heroine resumed her 
good humour. 

Our hero having prudently submitted to the 
superior intelligence of his fair enslaver, began to 
be harassed with the fears of losing her for ever, 
and set his invention at work, to contrive some 
means of indemnifying himself for his assiduities, 
presents, and the disappointments he had already 
undergone. On pretence of enjoying a free air, he 
mounted the box, and employed his elocution and 
generosity with such success, that the driver under- 
took to disable the diligence from proceeding 
8 2 
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beyond the town of Alost for that day; and, in 
consequence of his promise, gently overturned it 
when they were but a mile short of that baiting- 
place. lie had taken his measures so discreetly, 
that this accident was attended with no other in- 
convenience than a fit of fear that took possession 
of the ladies, and the necessity to which they were 
reduced by the declaration of the coachman, who, 
upon examining the carriage, assured the company 
that the axle-tree had given way, and advised them 
to walk forward to the inn, while he would jog 
after them at a slow pace, and do his endeavour 
the damage should be immediately repaired, Pere- 
rine pretended to be very much concerned at what 
ad happened, and even cursed the driver for his 
inadvertency, expressing infinite impatience to be 
at Brussels, and wishing that this misfortune might 
not detain them another night upon the road ; but 
when his understrapper, according to his instruc- 
tions, came afterwards to tlic inn, and gave them to 
understand, that the workman he had employed 
could not possibly refit the machine in less than six 
hours, the crafty youth affected to lose all temper, 
stormed at his emissary, whom he reviled in the 
most opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for 
his misconduct. The fellow protested, with great 
humility, that their being overturned was owing to 
the failure of the axle-tree, and not to his want of 
care or dexterity in driving ; though rather than 
be thought the cause of incommoding him, he would 
inquire for a post-chaise, in which he might depart 
for Brussels immediately. This expedient Pickle 
rejected, unless the whole company could be accom- 
modated in the same manner; and be had been 
previously informed by the driver that the town 
could not furnish more than one vehicle of that 
sort. Ilis governor, who was quite ignorant of his 
scheme, represented, that one night would soon be 
passed, and exhorted him to bear this small disap- 
pointment with a good grace, especially as the house 
seemed to be well provided for their entertainment, 
and the company so much disposed to be sociable. 
The Capuchin, who had found his account in culti- 
vating the ac<iuamtance of the young stranger, was 
not ill pleased at this event, which might, by j)ro- 
tracting the term of their intercourse, yield him 
some opportunity of profiting still further by his 
liberality. He therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his 
admonitions, congratulating himself upon the pros- 
pect of enjoying his conversation a little longer 
than he had expected. Our young gentleman re- 
ceived a compliment to the same purpose from the 
Hebrew, who had that day exercised his gallantry 
upon the French coquette, and was not without 
hope of reaping the fruits of his attention ; his rival, 
the painter, being quite disgraced and dejected by 
the adventure of last night. As for the doctor, he 
was too much engrossed in the contemplation of his 
own importance, to interest himself in the afi’air, or 
its consequences, further than by observing that the 
European powers ought to establish public games, 
like those that were celebrated of old in Greece ; 
in wdiich case, every state would be supplied with 
such dexterous charioteers, as would drive a ma- 
chine at full speed, within a hair’s breadth of a 
precipice, without any danger of its being over- 
thrown. I'cregrine could not help yielding to their 
remonstrances, and united complaisance, for which 
he thanked them in very polite terms, and his pas- 
sion seeming to subside, proposed that they should 
funuse themselves in walking round the ramparts. 


He hoped to enjoy some private conversation with 
his admired Fleming, who had this whole day be- 
haved with remarkable reserve. The proposal 
being embraced, he, as usual, handed her into the 
street, and took all opportunities of promoting his 
suit; but they were attended so closely by her 
father confessor, that he foresaw it would be im- 
practicable to accomplish his aim, without the con- 
nivance of that ecclesiastic. This he was obliged 
to purchase with another purse, which he offered, 
and was accepted as a charitable atonement for his 
criminal behaviour during the interview which the 
friar had procured for the good of his soul. T'he 
benefaction was no sooner made, than the pious 
mendicant edged off by little and little, till he joined 
the rest of the company, leaving his generous patron 
at full liberty to prosecute his purpose. It is not 
to be doubted that our adventurer made a good use 
of this occasion. He practised a thousand flowers 
of rhetoric, and actually exhausted liis whole ad- 
dress, in persuading her to have compassion upon 
his misery, and indulge him with another private 
audience, without which he should run distracted, 
and be guilty of extravagancies which, in the hu- 
manity of her disposition, she would weep to sec. 
But, instead of complying with his request, she 
chid him severely for his presumjition, in perse- 
cuting her with his vicious addresses. She assured 
him, that although she had secured a chamber for 
herself in this place, because she had no ambition 
to be better acquainted with the other lady, he 
would be ill the wrong to disturb her with another 
nocturnal visit ; for she was determined to deny 
him admittance. The lover was comforted by this 
hint, which he understood in the true acceptation, 
and his passion being inflamed by the obstacles he 
had met with, his heart beat high with the prospect 
of possession. These raptures of expectation pro- 
duced an inquietude, which disabled him from 
bearing that share of the conversation for which he 
used to be distinguished. His behaviour at supper 
was a vicissitude of startings and reveries. I’lie 
Capuchin, imputing this disorder to a second re- 
pulse from his charge, began to be invaded with 
the apprehension of being obliged to rel’und, and. 
in a whisper, forbade our liero to despair. 

CHAPTEU LVI. 

The French Coquette eiilr.ips tlie Heart of the Jew, ngaiiiht 
whom Pallet enters into a Conspiracy , by which Perejjrine 
is again disappointed, and the Hebrew’s Inconiincnee 
exposed. 

Meanwhile the French sjren, baulked in her de- 
sign upon her English cully, wdio was so easily 
dishearttuied, and hung his cars in manifest despon- 
dence, rather than run the risk of making a voyage 
that should be altogether unprofitable, resolved to 
practise her charms upon the Dutch merchant. 
81ie had already made such innovations upon his 
heart, that he cultivated her with peculiar com- 
placency, gazed upon her with a most libidinous 
stare, and unbended his aspect into a grin that was 
truly Israelitisli. The painter saw, and was offended 
at this correspondence, which he considered as an 
insult upon his misfortune, as well as an evident 
preference of his rival ; and, conscious of his own 
timidity, swallowed an extraordinary glass, that 
his invention might he stimulated, and his resolu- 
tion raised to the contrivance and execution of 
some scheme of revenge. The wine, however, 
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fidled in the expected effect, and, without inspiring 
him with the plan, served only to quicken his desire 
of vengeance ; so that he communicated his pur- 
pose to his friend Peregrine, and begged his assist- 
ance. But our young gentleman was too intent 
upon his own affair, to mind the concerns of any 
other person ; and he, declining to be engaged in 
the project, Pallet had recourse to the genius of 
l^ickle’s valet-de-chambre, who readily embarked 
in the undertaking, and invented a plan, wliich was 
executed accordingly. 

The livening being pretty far advanced, and the 
company separated into their respective apartments. 
Pickle repaired, in all the impatience of youth and 
desire, to the chamber of his charmer, and finding 
the door unbolted, entered in a transport of joy. 
By the light of the moon, which shone through the 
window, ho was conducted to her bed, which he 
approaclied in tlie utmost agitation, and perceiving 
her to all ajipearance asleep, essayed to wake her 
w'ith a gentle kiss ; but this metliod proved ineffec- 
tual, liecause she Avas deteniiined to save herself 
the confusion of being an aecompHee in his guilt. 
He repeated the application, munnured a most pas- 
sionate salutation in lier ear, and took such other 
gentle methods of signifying his jiresenee, as jier- 
suaded him that she w’as resolved to sleep, in spite 
of all his endeavours. Flushed with this agreeable 
sujiposition, he locked the door, in order to prevent 
interruption, and stealing himself under the clothes, 
set fortune at defiance, while he held the fair crea- 
ture circled in his arms. 

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to be to the 
liappy accomplishment of his desire, his hope was 
again frustrated with a frightful noise, w'hich in a 
moment awaked liis Amanda in a fright, and, for 
the prc'sent, engaged all his attention. Ills valet-de- 
ehamhre, whom Pallet had consulted as a confederate 
in his revenge against the lady of pleasure, and her 
Jewish gallant, had hired of certain Bohemians, 
who chanced to lodge at the inn, a jack -ass, adorned 
with bells, which, when every body was retired to 
rest, and the Hebrew supposed to -be bedded with 
his mistress, they led up stairs into a long thorough- 
fare, from which tlie chambers wer^ detached on 
each side. I'he painter, jierceiving the lady’s door 
a-jar, according to his expectation, mounted this 
animal, with intention to ride into the room, and 
disturb the lovers in the midst of their mutual en- 
dearments; but the ass, true to its kind, finding 
himself bestrid by an unknown rider, instead of 
advancing in obedience to his conductor, retreated 
backwards tt> the other end of the passage, in spite 
of all the efforts of the painter, who spurred, and 
kicked, and pommelled, to no purpose. It was the 
noise of this contention between Pallet and the ass 
which invaded the ears of Peregrine and his mis- 
tress, neither of wliom could form the least rational 
conjecture about the cause of such strange dis- 
turbance, which increased as tlie animal approached 
the apartment. At length, the bourrique’s retro- 
grade motion was obstnicted by the door, which it 
forced open in a twinkling, with one kick, and en- 
tered with such complication of sound, as terrified 
the lady almost into a fit, and threw her lover into 
the utmost perplexity and confusion. The jiainter, 
finding himself thus violently intruded into the bed- 
chamber of he knew not whom, and dreading the 
resentment of the possessor, who might discharge 
a pistol at him, as a robber wlio had broke into his 
apartment, was overwhelmed with consternation, 


and redoubltd his exertion to accomplish a speedy 
retreat, sweating all the time with fear, and putting 
up petitions to Heaven for his safety ; but his ob- 
stinate companion, regardless of his situation, in- 
stead of submitting to his conduct, began to turn 
round like a mill-stone, the united sound of his feet 
and bells producing a most surprising concert. 
The unfortunate rider, whirling about in this man- 
ner, would have quitted his seat, and left the beast 
to his own amuseirient, but the rotation war so 
rapid, that the terror of a severe fall hindered him 
from attempting to dismount ; and, in the despera- 
tion of his heart, he seized one of its ears, which he 
pinched so unmercifully, that the creature set up 
his throat, and brayed aloud. This hideous excla- 
mation was no sooner heard by the fair Fleming, 
already chilled by panic, and prepared with super- 
stition, than, believing herself visited by the devil, 
who was permitted to punish her for her infidelity 
to the marriage-bed, she uttered a scream, and begjin 
to repeat her pater-noster with a loud voice. Iler 
lover, finding hi. self under the necessity of retiring, 
.started up, and, stung with the most violent pangs 
of rage and disappointment, ran directly to the spot 
whence this diabolical noise seemed to proceed. 
I’here, encountering the ass, he discharged such a 
volley of V)lowB at him and his rifler, that the crea- 
ture carried him off at a round trot, and they roared 
in unison all the way. Having thus cleared the 
room of such disagreeable company, he went back 
to his mistress, and assuring her that this w^as only 
some foolish prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a 
promise of returning after the quiet of the inn 
should be reestablished. 

In the mean time, the noise of tlic bourrique, the 
cries of the painter, and the lady’s scream, had 
alarmed the Avhole house ; and the ass, in the pre- 
cipitation of his retreat, seeing jieople with lights 
before him, took shelter in the apartment for which 
he was at first designed, just as the Levite, aroused 
at the uproar, had quitted his Dulcinea, and was 
attempting to recover bis own chamberunperceived. 
Seeing himself opposed by such an animal, mounted 
by a tali, meagre, lantern-jawed figure, half naked, 
with a white nightcap upon his head, which added 
to the natural paleness of liis complexion, the Jew 
was sorely troubled in mind, and believing it to be 
an apparition of Balaam and his ass, ff ed backw ard 
with a nimble pace, and crept under the bed, w here 
he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter, and the priest, who 
were the foremost of those who bad been aroused 
by the noise, were not unmoved wdien they saw such 
a spectacle rushing into the chamber, from whence 
the lady of pleasure began to shriek. The gover- 
nor made a full halt, and the (Capuchin discovered 
no inclination to proceed. They were, however, 
by the pressure of the crow d that follow^ed them, 
thrust forward to the door tlirough which tlie 
vision entered; and there Jolter, Avith great cere- 
mony, complimented his reverence with the pass, 
beseeching him to w^alk in. 'I’he mendicant was 
too courteous and humble to accept this preemi- 
nence, and a very eaniest dispute ensued ; during 
which, the ass, in the course of his circuit, showed 
himself and rider, and, in a trice, decided the con- 
test ; for, struck with this second glimpse, both at 
one instant sprung liack with such force, as over- 
turned the next men, who communicated the im 
piilse to those that stood behind them, and these 
again to others; so that the whole passage was 
strewed with a long file of people, that lay in a line 
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like the sequel and dependence of a pack of cards. 
In the midst of this havoc, our hero returned 
from his own room with an air of astonish- 
ment, asking the cause of this uproar. Receiving 
such hints of intelligence as Jolter’s consternation 
would permit him to give, he snatched the candle 
out of his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
chamber without hesitation, being followed by all 
present, who broke forth into a long and loud peal 
of laughter, when they perceived the ludicrous 
source of their disquiet. The painter himself made 
an effort to join their mirth ; but he had been so 
harrowed by fear, and smarted so much with the 
pain of the discipline he had received from Pickle, 
that he could not, with all his endeavour, vanquish 
the ruefulness of his countenance. His attempt 
served only to increase the awkwardness of his 
situation, which was not at all mended by the beha- 
viour of the coquette, who, furious with her disap- 
pointment, slipped on a petticoat and bed-gown, and 
springing upon him like another Hecuba, wdth her 
nails deprived all one side of his nose of the skin, 
and would not have left him an eye to see through, 
if some of the company had not rescued him from 
her unmerciful talons. Provoked at this outrage, 
as well as by her behaviour to him in the diligence, 
he publicly explained his intention in entering her 
chamber in this equipage ; and, missing the Hebrew 
among the spectators, assured them that he must 
have absconded somewhere in the apartment. In 
pursuance of this intimation, the room was imme- 
diately searched, and the inortilied Levite pulled 
by the heels from his lurking-place ; so that Pallet 
had the good fortune at last to transfer the laugh 
from himself to his rival and the French inamoratji, 
who accordingly underwent the ridicule of the 
whole audience. 

CHAPTER LVIL 

Pallet, endeavouring to unnivcl the Mystery of the Treat- 
ment he had received, falls out of the Frying-pan into the 
Fue. 

Nkvertheless, Pallet was still confounded and 
chagrined by one consideration, which was no other 
than that of his having been so roughly handled in 
the chamber belonging, as he found upon inquiry, 
to the handsome young lady who was under the 
Capuchin’s direction. He recollected that the door 
was fast locked when his beast hurst it open ; and 
he had no reason to believe that any person fol- 
lowed him in his irruption. On the other hand, he 
could not imagine that such a gentle creature would 
either attempt to commit, or be able to execute, such 
a desperate assault as that which his body had 
sustained ; and her demeanour was so modest and 
circumspect, that he durst not harbour the least 
suspicion of her virtue. 

These reflections bewildered him in the labyrinth 
of thought ; he rummaged his whole imagination, 
endeavouring to account for what had happened. 
Ai length he concluded, that cither Peregrine, or 
the devil, or both, must have been at the bottom of 
the whole affair, and determined, for the satisfaction 
of his curiosity, to watch our hero’s motions, during 
the remaining part of the night, so narrowly, that 
his conduct, mysterious as it was, should not be 
able to elude his penetration. 

With these sentiments he retired to his own 
room, after the ass had been restored to the right 
owners, and the priest had visited and confirmed 


his fair ward, who had been almost distracted with 
fear. Silence no sooner prevailed again, than he 
crawled darkling towards her door, and huddled 
himself up in an obscure comer, from whence he 
might obsi‘rve the ingress or egress of any human 
creature. He had not long remained in this posture, 
when, fatigued with this adventure, and that of the 
pmeeding night, his faculties were gradually over- 
powered with slumber ; and, falling fast asleep, he 
began to snore like a whole congregation of Pres- 
byterians. The Flemish beauty, hearing this dis- 
cordant noise in the passage, began to be afraid of 
some new alarm, and very prudently bolted her 
door ; so that when her lover wanted to repeat his 
visit, he was not only surprised and incensed at this 
disagreeable serenade, the author of which he did 
not know, but when compelled by his passion, 
which was by this time wound to the highest piteh, 
he ventured to approach the entrance, lie had the 
extreme mortification to find himself shut out. He 
durst not knock to signify his presence in any other 
manner, on account of the lady’s reputation, which 
w'ould have greatly suffered, had the snorer been 
waked by his endeavours. Had he known that 
the person who thus thwarted his views was the 
painter, he would have taken some eflectual steji 
to remove him ; but he could not conceive wliat 
should induce Pallet to take up his residence in 
that comer ; nor could he use the assistance of a 
light to distinguish him, because there was not a 
candle burning in the house. 

It is impossibU* to describe the rage and vexation 
of our hero, while he continued thus tantalized 
upon the brink of bliss, after his desire had been 
exasperated by the circumstances of his two former 
disap[)()intments. He ejaculated a thousand ex- 
ecrations against his own fortune, cursed his 
fellow-travellers wuthout exception, vowed revenge 
against the painter, who had twice confounded his 
most interesting scheme, and was tempted to execute 
immediate vengeance upon the unknown cause of 
his present miscarriage. In this agony of distraction 
did he sweat two whole hours in the passage, though 
not without some faint hopes of being deliverid 
from his tormentor, who, he imagined, upon waking, 
would undoubtedly shift his (juarters, and leave the 
field free to his designs ; but when he heard the cock 
repeat his salutation to the morn, which began 1o 
open on the rear of night, he could no longer 
restrain his indignation, (xoiiig to his own chamber, 
he filled a bason with cold w’ater, and, standing at 
some distance, disehurg(‘il it full in the face of the 
gaping snorer, who, over and above the surprise 
occasioned by the application, was almost suffocated 
by the liquor that entered his mouth, and ran down 
into his windpipe. While he gasped like a person 
half drowned, without knowing the nature of his 
disaster, or remembering the situation in which he 
fell asleep. Peregrine retired to his own door, and 
to his no small astonishment, from a long howl that 
invaded his cars, learned that the patient was no 
other than Pallet, who had now for the third time 
baulked his good fortune. 

Enraged at the complicated trespasses of this 
unfortunate offender, he rushed from his apartment 
with a horsewhip, and encountering the painter in 
his flight, overturned him in the passage. There 
he exercised the instrument of his wrath with great 
severity, on jiretence of mistaking him for some 
presumptuous cur, which had disturbed the repose 
of the inn ; nay, when he called aloud for mercy in 
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a supplicating tone, and his chastiser could no longer 
pretend to treat him as a quadruped, such -was the 
virulence of the young gentleman’s indignation, 
that he could not help declaring his satisfaction, by 
telling Pallet he had richly deserved the punishment 
he had undergone, for his madness, folly, and im- 
pertinence, in contriving and executing such idle 
schemes, as had no other tendency than that of 
plaguing his neighbours. 

J’allet protested, with great vehemence, that he 
was innocent, as the child unborn, of an intention 
to give umbrage to any person whatever, except 
the Israelite and his doxy, who he knew had 
incurred his displeasure. “ Put, as God is ray 
Saviour,” said he, “ I believe I am persecuted with 
witchcraft, and begin to think that d — ned priest 
is an agent of the devil ; for he hath been but two 
nights in our company, during whicli J have not 
closed an eye, hut, on the contrary, have been 
tormented hy all the fiends of hell.” Pickle 
j)eevishly replied, that his torments had been occa- 
sioned hy his own foolish imagination ; and asked 
him how lie came to howl in that corner. The 
painter, who did not think proper to own the 
truth, said, that he had been transported thither 
by some prettTiuitural conveyance, and soused in 
water by an invisible band, ^'he youth, in hope 
of profiting by his absence, advised him to 
retire immediately to his bed, and hy sleep strive 
to comfort his brain, which ^seemed to he not a 
little disordered by the want of that refreshment. 
Pallet himself began to he very mueli of the same 
way of thinking; and, in compliance with such 
wholesome counsel, betook liimself to rest, mutter- 
ing prayers all the way for the recovery of his own 
understanding. 

Pickle attended liim to his chamber, and, locking 
him u]>, put the key in his own pocket, that he 
might not have it in his power to interrupt him 
again ; hut, in his return he was met hy IVlr. Jolter 
and the doctor, who had been a second time alarmed 
by the painter’s cries, and come to inquire about 
this new adventure. Half frantic vith such a 
series of disappointments, he cursed them in his 
heart for their unseasonable appearance. When 
they questioned him about Pallet, he told them he 
had found him stark staring mad, howling in a 
corner, and wet to the skin, and conducted him to 
his room, where he was now abed. The physician, 
hearing this circumstance, made a^crit of his 
vanity ; and, under pretence of concern for the 
patient’s welfare, desired he might have an oppor- 
tunity of examining the symptoms of his disorder, 
without loss of time ; alleging that many diseases 
might have been stifled in the birth, which after- 
wards baffled all the endeavours of tlie medical art. 
The young gentleman accordingly delivered the key, 
and once more withdrew into his own chamber, with 
a view of seizing the first occasion that should 
present itself of renewing his application to hi>3 
Amanda’s door; while the doctor, in his way to 
Pallet’s apartment, hinted to the governor his sus- 
picion that the patient laboured under that dreadful 
symptom called the hydrophohia^ which, he ob- 
served, had sometimes appeared in persons who 
were not previously bit by a mad dog. This con- 
jecture he founded upon the howl he uttered when 
he was soused with water, and began to recollect 
certain circumstances of the painter’s behaviour for 
some days past, which now he could plainly per- 
ceive had prognosticated some such calamity. He 


then ascribed the distemper to the violent frights he 
had lately undergone ; affirmed that the affair of 
the Bastile had made such a violent encroachment 
upon his understanding, that his manner of thinking 
and speaking was entirely altered. By a theory of 
his own invention, he explained the effect of fear 
upon a loose system of nerves, and demonstrated 
the modus in which the animal spirits operate upon 
the ideas and power of imagination. 

This disquisition, which was communicated at 
the painter’s door, might have lasted till breakfast, 
had not Jolter reminded him of his own maxim, 
Venienii ocevrrite mvrho; upon which he put the 
key to immediate use, and they walked softly to- 
wards the bed, where the patient lay extended at 
full length in the arms of sleep. The physician 
took notice of liis breathing hard, and his mouth 
being open; and from these diagnostics declared 
that tlie liqitidum nervosum was intimately affected, 
and the saliva imiiregnated with the spiculated 
particles of the virus^ howsoever contracted. 
This sentence was still farther confirmed by the 
state of his piils(‘, which, being full and slow, 
indicated an oppressed circulation, from a loss of 
elasticity in the ])ropelling arteries. He proposed 
that he should iininediately suffer a second aspersion 
of water, which would not only contribute to the 
cure, but also certify them beyond all possibility of 
doubt, with regard to the state of the disease ; for 
it would evidently appear, from the manner in 
which he would bear the application, whether or 
not his horror of water amounted to a confirmed 
hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in compliance with this 
proposal, began to empty a bottle of water, which 
he found in the room, in a bason ; when he was 
interrupted hy the prescriber, who advised him to 
use the contents of the chamber-pot, which, being 
impregnated with salt, would operate more cftectu- 
aily than pure element. Thus directed, the governor 
lifted up the vessel, which was replete with medicine, 
and with one turn of his hand discharged the 
whole healing inundation upon the ill-omen’d pa- 
tient, who, waking in the utmost distraction of 
horror, yelled most hideously, just at the time when 
Peregrine had brought his mistress to a parley, 
and entertained liopes of being admitted into her 
chamber. 

Terrified at tliis exclamation, she instantly broke 
off the treaty, beseeching him to retire from the 
door, that her honour might receive no injury from 
his being found in that place ; and In* had just 
enough of recollection left to sec the necessity of 
obeying the order ; in conformity to which he; re- 
treated, well nigh deprived of his senses, and almost 
persuaded that so many unaccountable disajipoint- 
inenls must liave proceeded from some supernatural 
cause, of which the idiot Pallet was no more than 
the involuntary instrument. 

jMeanwliile, the doctor having ascertained the 
malady of the patient, whose cries, interrupted hy 
frequent sobs and sighs, be interpreted into the 
barking of a dog, and having no more salt water at 
hand, resolved to renew the bath with such mate- 
rials as chance would afford. He actually laid hold 
of the bottle and bason ; but by this time the painter 
had recovered the use of his senses so well, as to 
perceive his drift ; and, starting up like a frantic 
bedlamite, ran directly to his sword, swearing with 
many horrid imprecations, that he would murder 
them both immediately, if he should be hanged 
before dinner. They did not choose to wait the 
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issue of his threat, but retired with such precipita- 
tion, that the physician had almost dislocated his 
shoulder, by running against one side of the entry. 
Jolter, having pulled the door after him, and turned 
the key, betook himself to flight, roaring aloud for 
assistance. His colleague, seeing the door secured, 
valued himself upon his resolution, and exhorted 
him to return ; declaring, that for his own part, he 
was more afraid of the madman's teeth than of his 
weapon, and admonishing the governor to re-enter, 
and execute what they had left undone. “ Go in,” 
said he, “ without fear or apprehension, and if any 
accident shall happen to you, either from his slaver 
or his sword, 1 will assist you with my advice, 
which from this station I can more coolly and dis- 
tinctly administer, chan I should he able to supply, 
if my ideas were disturbed, or my attention en- 
gaged in any personal concern.” 

Jolter, who could make no objection to the just- 
nest of the conclusion, frankly owned, that he had 
no inclination to try the experiment; observing, 
that self-preservation wag the first law of nature ; 
that his connexions with the unhappy lunatic were 
but slight ; and that it could not be reasonably ex- 
j)ected that he would run such risks for his service, 
as were declined by one who had set out with him 
from England on the footing of a companion. This 
insinuation introduced a dispute upon the nature of 
benevolence, and the moral sense, which, the re- 
publican argued, existed independent of any private 
consideration, and could never be affected by any 
contingent circumstance of time and fortune ; 
while the other, who abhorred bis principles, as- 
serted the duties and excellence of private friend- 
ship, with infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hottest of the argument, they were 
joined by the Capuchin, who, being astonished to 
see them thus virulently engaged at the door, and to 
hear the painter bellowing within the chamber, 
conjured them in the name of God, to tell him the 
cause of that confusion, which had kept the whole 
house in continual alarm during the best part of the 
night, and seemed to be the immediate work of the 
devil and his angels. When the governor gave 
him to understand that l*allet was visited with an 
evil spirit, he muttered a prayer of St. Antonio de 
}’adua, and undertook to cure the painter, provided 
he could he secured so as that he might, without 
danger to himself, burn part of a certain relic 
under his nose, which he assured them was equal 
to the miraculous power of Eleazar’s ring. They 
expressed great curiosity to know what this trea- 
sure was ; and the priest was prevailed upon to tell 
them in confidence, that it was a collection of the 
paring of the nails belonging to those two madmen 
whom Jesus purged of the legion of devils that 
afterwards entered the swine. So saying, he pulled 
from one of his pockets a small box, containing about 
an ounce of the parings of an horse’s hoof*; at 
sight of which, the governor could not help smiling, 
on account of the grossness of the imposition. I'he 
doctor asked, with a supercilious smile, whether 
those maniacs, whom Jesus cured, were of the 
sorrel eomplexion, or dapple gray ; for, from tlie 
texture of these parings, he could prove, that the 
original owners were of the quadruped order, and 
even distinguished, that their feet had been fortified 
with shoes of iron. 

ITie mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge 
against this son of Aisculapius, ever since he had 
made so free with the Catholic religion, replied, 


with great bitterness, that he was a wretch, with 
whom no Christian ought to communicate ; that the 
vengeance of Heaven would one day overtake him, 
on account of his profanity ; and that his heart was 
shod with a metal much' harder than iron, which 
nothing but hell-fire would be able to melt. 

It was now broad day, and all the servants of 
the inn were a-foot. Peregrine, seeing it would be 
impossible to obtain any sort of indemnification for 
the time he had lost, and the perturbation of his 
spirits hindering him from enjoying repose, whieli 
was, moreover, obstructed by the noise of Pallet 
and his attendants, put on his clothes at once, and, 
in exceeding ill humour, arrived at the spot where 
this triumvirate stood debating about the means of 
overpowering the furious painter, who still conti- 
nued his song of oaths and execrations, and made 
sundry eflTorts to break open the door. (Chagrined 
as our hero was, be could not help laughing when 
he heard how the patient had been treated ; and his 
indignation changing into compassion, he called to 
him through the key-hole, desiring to know tlie 
reason of his distracted behaviour. Pallet no sooner 
recognised his voice, than lowering Ins own to a 
whimpering tone, “My dear friend,” said he, “I 
have at last detected the ruffians who have perse- 
cuted me so mueh. 1 caught them in the fact of 
suffocating me with cold water ; and by the l.iord 
1 will be revenged, or may T never live to llnisli 
my Cleopatra. For the love of God open the door, 
and 1 will make that eoneeiU'd ])agan, that pre- 
tender to taste, that false devotee of the ancients, 
who poisons peojilo with sillykickahies and devil's 
dung; 1 say, X will make hitn a inonument of my 
wrath, and an example to all the cheats and impos- 
tors of the faculty ; and, as for that thick-headed 
insolent pedant, his confederate, wdio emptied my 
own jordan upon me while 1 slept, he had better 
been in his beloved Paris, botching schemes for his 
friend the Pretender, than incur the eff ects of my 
resentment Gadsbodikins I 1 won’t leave him a 
wind-pipe for the hangman to stop, at the end of 
another rebellion.” 

Pickle told him his conduct had been so extra- 
vagant, as to confirm the whole company in the 
belief that he wras actually deprived of his senses ; 
on which supposition Mr. Jolter and the doctor 
had acted the part of friends, in doing that which 
they thought most conducive to his recovery ; so 
that their c(^icern merited his thankful acknow- 
ledgment, instead of his frantic menaces, ^’liat, 
for his owm part, he would be the first to condemn 
him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, and give 
orders for his being secured as a madman, unless 
he w'ould imniediatoly give a proof of his sanity, 
by laying aside his sword, composing his spirits, 
and thanking his injured friends for their care of 
his person. 

This alternative quieted his transports in a 
moment ; he was terrified at the apprehension of 
being treated like a bedlamite, being dubious of the 
state of his own brain ; and, on the other hand, had 
conceived such a horror and antipathy for his tor- 
mentors, that, far from believing himself obliged 
by what they had done, he could not even think of 
them without the utmost rage and detestation. I le, 
therefore, in the most tranquil voice he could as- 
sume, protested, that he never was less out of his 
senses than at present, though he did not know how 
long he might retain them, if he should he consi- 
dered in the light of a lunatic. That, in order to 



PEREGRINE FICKLE. 




prove his being compos mentis^ he was willing to 
sacrifice the resentment he so justly harboured 
against those, who, by their malice, had brought 
him to this pass. But as he apprehended it would 
be the greatest sign of madness he could exhibit, 
to thank them for the mischiefs they had brought 
upon him, he desired to be excused from making 
any such concession ; and swore he would endure 
every thing, rather than be guilty of such mean 
absurdity. 

Peregrine held a consultation upon this reply, 
when the governor and physician strenuously 
argued against any capitulation with a maniac, and 
proposed that some method might be taken to seize, 
fetter, and convey him into a dark room, where he 
might be treated according to tlic rules of art. But 
the Capuchin, understanding the circumstances of 
the case, undertook to restore him to his former 
state, without having recourse to such violent 
measures. Pickle, who was a better judge of the 
affair than any person present, opened the door 
without further hesitation, and displayed the poor 
painter standing with a woeful countenance, shiver- 
ing in his shirt, which was as wet as if he had been 
dragged through the Deiider: a spectacle which 
gave such offence to the chaste eyes of the Hebrew’s 
mistress, who was by this time one of the sjK'Cta- 
tor’s, that she turned her head anotluu* way, and 
withdrew to Ikt own room, exclaiming against the 
indecent practices of men. 

Pallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, ran to 
him, and, shaking him by the hand, called him his 
best friend, and said he had rescued him from those 
who had a design against his life. The priest 
would have produced his parings, and applied them 
to his nose, but was hindered by Pickle, who ad- 
vised the ])atient to shift hiiriself, and put on his 
clothes. This being done with great order and 
deliberation, Mr. Jolter, who, with the doctor, had 
kept a wary distanc<‘, in expectation of seeing some 
strange effects of his distraction, hi*gan to believe 
that he lia<l been guilty of a mistake, and accused 
the pliysician of having misled him by his false 
diagnostic. The doctor still insisted upon liis for- 
mer declaration, assuring him, that although l*allct 
enjoyed a short interval for the iiresent, the deli- 
rium would soon recur, unless they would profit 
by this momentary calm, and ordered him to be 
blooded, blistered, and purged, with all imaginable 
desjiatch. 

'riic governor, however, notwithstanding this 
caution, advanced to the injured party, and begged 
pardon for the share he had in giving him such 
disturbance. He declared, in the most solemn 
manner, that he had no other intention than that of 
contributing towards his welfare, and that his be- 
haviour was the result of the physician’s prescrip- 
tion, which he affirmed was absolutely necessary for 
the recovery of his health. 

The painter, who had very little gall in his dis- 
position, was satisfied with this apology; hut his 
resentment, which was before divided, now glowed 
with double fire against his first fellow-traveller, 
whom he looked upon as the autlior of all the mis- 
chances he liad undergone, and marked out for his 
vengeance accordingly. Yet the doors of recon- 
ciliation were not shut against the doctor, who, 
with great justice, might have transferred this load 
of offence from himself to Peregrint*, who was, 
without doubt, the source of the painter’s misfor- 
tune. But, in that case, he must have owned him- 


self mistaken in his medical capacity ; and he did 
not think the friendship of Pallet important enough 
to be retrieved by such condescension ; so that he 
resolved to neglect him entirely, and gradually 
forget the former correspondence he had main- 
tained with a person whom he deemed so unwor- 
thy of liis notice. 


CHAPTER LVIII. 

Peref^rine, almost distracted with his Disappointments, con- 
jures the fair Fleming to permit his Visits at Brussels- 
She withdraws from his Pursuit. 

Things being thus adjusted, and all the company 
dressed, they went to breakfast about five in the 
morning, and in less than an hour after were seated 
in the diligence, where a profound silence pre- 
vailed. Peregrine, who used to be the life of the 
society, was extremely pensive and melancholy on 
account of his mishap, the Israelite and his l)ul- 
cinea dejected in consequence of their disgrace, the 
poet absorbed in lofty meditation, the painter in 
schemes of revenge, while Jolter, rocked by the 
motion of the carriage, made himself amends for 
the want of rest he had sustained, and the mendi- 
cant, with his fair charge, were infected by the 
cloudy aspect of our youth, in whose disappoint- 
ment each of them, for different reasons, bore no 
inconsiderable share. This general languor and 
recess from all bodily exercisi*, disposed them all 
to receive the gentle yoke of slumber ; and, in liult 
an hour after they had embarked, there was not 
one of them awake, except our hero and his mis • 
tress, unless the Capuchin was ]>! eased to counter- 
feit sleep, in order to indulge our young gentleman 
with an opportunity of ciijoying some jirivate con- 
versation with his beauteous ward. 

Peregrine did not neglect the occasion ; but, on 
the contrary, seized the first minutis and, in gentle 
murmurs, lamented his hard hap in being thus the 
sport of fortune. He assured her, and that with 
great sincerity, that all the cross accidents of liis 
life had not cost him one half of the vexation and 
keenness of chagrin which he had suftered last 
night ; and that, now he was on the brink of part- 
ing from her, he should be overwhelmed with the 
blackest despair, if she would not extend her 
compassion so far as to give him an opportunity 
of sighing at her feet in Brussels, during the few 
days his affairs would permit him to spend in 
that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, 
expressed her sorrow for being the innocent cause 
of his anxiety ; said, she hoped last night's adven- 
ture would be a salutary warning to both tlieir 
souls ; for she was persuaded that her virtue was 
protected by the intervention of Heaven ; that 
whatever impression it might have made upon him, 
she was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from 
which her passion had begun to swerve ; and, be- 
seeching him to forget her for his own peace, gave 
him to understand, that neither the plan she liad 
laid down for her own conduct, nor the dictates of 
her honour, would allow her to receive his visits, 
or carry on any other correspondence with him, 
while she was restricted by the articles of her mar- 
riage vow. 

This explanation produced such a violent effect 
upon her admirer, that he was for some minutes 
deprived of the faculty of speech; which he no 
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sooner recovered, than he gave vent to the most 
unbridled transports of passion. lie taxed her 
with barbarity^ and indifference ; told her, that she 
had robbed him of his reason and internal peace ; 
that he would follow her to the ends of the earth, 
and cease to live sooner than cease to love her ; 
that he would sacrifice the innocent fool who had 
been the occasion of all this disquiet, and murder 
eveiy man whom he considered as an obstruction 
to his views. In a word, his passions, which had 
continued so long in a state of the highest fer- 
mentation, together with the want of that repose 
which calms and quiets the perturbation of the 
spirits, had wrought him up to a pitch of real dis- 
traction. While he uttered these delirious expres- 
sions, the tears ran down his cheeks; and he 
underwent such agitation, that the lender heart of 
the fair Fleming was affected with his condition ; 
and, while her own face was bedewed with the 
streams of sympathy, she begged him, for Heaven’s 
sake, to be composed ; and promised, for his satis- 
faction, to abate somewhat of the rigour of her 
purpose. Consoled by this kind declaration, he 
recollected himself; and, taking out his pencil, 
gave her his address, when she had assured him 
that he should hear from her in four and twenty 
hours at farthest after their separation. 

Thus soothed, he regained the empire of himself, 
and, by degrees, recovered his serenity. But this 
was not the case with his Amanda, who, from this 
sample of his disposition, dreaded the impetuobity 
of his youth, and was effectually deterred from en- 
tering into any engagements that might subject her 
peace and reputation to the rash effects of such a 
violent spirit. Though she was captivated by his 
person and accomplishments, she had reflection 
enough to foresee, that the longer she countenanced 
his passion, her own heart would be more and 
more irretrievably engaged, and the (luiet of her 
life the more exposed to continual interruption. 
She therefore profited by these considerations, and 
a sense of religious honour, which helped her to 
withstand the suggestions of inclination, and re- 
solved to amuse her lover with false hopes, until 
she should have it in her power to relinquish his 
conversation, Avithout running any risk of suffering 
by the inconsiderate sallies of his love. It was 
with this view that she desired he would not insist 
upon attending her to her mother’s house, when 
the diligence arrived at Brussels ; and he, cajoled 
by her artifice, took a formal leave of her. together 
with the other strangers, fixing his habitation at 
the inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had 
been directed, in the impatient expectation of 
receiving a kind summons from her within the 
limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, 
he went to see the stadthouse, jiark, and arsenal, 
took a superficial view of the bookseller’s cabinet 
of curiosities, and spent the evening at the Italian 
opera, which was at that time exhibited for the 
entertainment of Prince Charles of Lorruin, then 
governor of the Low Countries. In short, the 
stated period was almost elapsed, when l*cregrme 
received a letter to this purpose : — 

“ Sir, — If you knew what violence I do my own heart, in 
declaring that I have withdrawn myself for ever from your 
addresses, you would surely applaud the saenhee 1 make to 
virtue, and strive to imitate this example of self-denial. 
Yes, sir, Heaven hath lent me grace to struggle with my 
guilty passion, and henceforth to avoid the dangerous sight 
of him who inspired it. I therefore conjure you, by the 


regard you ought to have for the eternal welfare of us both, aa 
well as by the esteem and affection you profess, to war with 
your unruly inclination, and desist from all attempts of frus- 
trating the laudable resolution I have made. Seek not to 
invade the peace of one who loves you, to disturb the quiet 
of a family that never did you wrong, and to alienate the 
thoughts of a weak woman from a deserving, man, who, by 
the most sacred claim, ought to have the full possession of 
her heart.” 

This billet, without either date or subscription, 
banished all remains of discretion from the mind 
of our hero, who ran instantly to the landlord, in 
all the ecstasy of madness, and demanded to see 
the messenger who brought the letter, on pain of 
putting his whole family to the sword. The inn- 
keeper, terrified by his looks and menaces, fell upon 
bis knees, protesting, in the face of Heaven, that 
he was utterly ignorant and innocent of any thing 
that could give him offence, and that the billet was 
brought l)y a person whom he did not know, and 
who retired immediately, saying it r(*quired no 
answer. He then gave utterance to his fury in a 
thousand imprecations and invectives against the 
writer, whom he dishonoured with the appellations 
of a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, by means 
of a pimping priest, liad defrauded him of his 
money. He denounced vengeance against the men- 
dicant, whom he swore lie would destroy, if ever 
he set eyes on him again. The painter unluckily 
appearing during this paroxysm of rage, he seized 
him by the throat, saying, he was ruined by his 
accursed folly ; and, in all likelihood, poor Pallet 
would have been strangled, had not .loiter inter- 
posed in his behalf, beseeching his pupil to have 
mercy upon the sufferer, and, with infinite anxiety, 
desiring to know the cause of this violent assault. 
He received no answer but a string of incoherent 
curses. When llie jiainter, with unspeakable asto- 
nishment, took God to witness that he had done 
nothing to disoblige him, the governor began to 
think, in sad earnest, that I'eregrine’s vivacity 
had at length risen to the transjiorts of actual 
madness, and Avas himself almost di.straeted Avith 
this supposition. That he might the better judge 
what remedy ought to be apjilied, he used his whole 
influence, and practised all his eloquence upon the 
youth, in ordcT to learn the immediate cause of his 
delirium. He employed the mo.st pathetic en- 
treaties, and even shed tears in tlie course of his 
supplication ; so that Pickle, the first violence of 
the luirrieane being blown over, was ashamed of 
bis own imprudence, and retired to his chamber, 
in order to recollect his dissi])ated thoughts. U'here 
he shut himself up, and, for the second time, jierus- 
ing the fatal epistle, began to waver in his ojiinion 
of the author’s character and intention. He some- 
times considered iier as one of those nymphs who, 
under the mask of innocence and simplicity, practise 
upon the hearts and purses of unwary and unex- 
perienced youths. This w as the suggestion of his 
Avrath, inflamed by disapjiointment ; but, Avhen he 
reflected upon the circumstances of her behaviour, 
and recalled .her particular charms to his imagina- 
tion, the severity of his censure gave way, and his 
heart declared in favour of her sincerity. Yet even 
this consideration aggravated the sense of his loss, 
and he was in danger of relapsing into his former 
distraction, Avlien his passion was a little becalmed 
by the hojie of seeing her again, either by accident, 
or ill the course of a diligent and minute inquiry*, 
Avhich he forthw ith i*esolved to set on foot. He had 
reason to believe, that her own heart would espouse 
his cause, in spite of her virtue’s determination. 
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and did not despair of meeting with the Capuchin, 
whose good odices he knew he could at any time 
command. Comforted with these reflections, the 
tempest of his soul subsided. In less than two 
hours he joined his company, with an air of com- 
posure, and asked the painter’s forgiveness for 
the freedom he had taken — the cause of which he 
promised hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad 
of being reconciled on any terms to one whose 
countenance supported him in equilibrio with his 
antagonist the doctor ; and Mr. Jolter was rejoiced 
beyond measure at his pupil’s rccoverj. 

CHAPTER LIX. 

Peregrine meets 'with Mrs. ITornbcck, and is consoled for 

his Loss — His Valet-dc-cliambre Is embroiled with her 
Duenna, whom, however, he Ilnds Means to appease. 
Every thing having thus resumed its natural 
channel, they dined together in great tranquillity. 
In the afternoon, Peregrine, on pretence of staying 
at home to write letters, while his companions were 
at the coffeehouse, ordered a coach to he called, 
and, with his valct-de-chambrc, who was the only 
person acquainted with the jiresent state of his 
tliouglits, set out for the Promenade, to which all 
the ladies of fashion resort in the evening during 
the summer season, in hopes of seeing his fugitive 
among the rest. 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and 
jiarrow’ly observed every female in the place, he 
perceived at some distance the livery of Ilornbeck 
upon a lacquey that stood at the back of a coach ; 
upon which he ordered his man to reconnoitre the 
said carriage, while he pulled up his glasses, that 
he might not he discovered, liefore he should have 
received some intelligence, by which he might 
conduct liimself on this unexpected occasion, that 
already began to interfere with the purpose of his 
coming tliither, though it could not dispute his 
attention wuth the idea of his charming unknown. 

His Mercury having made his observations, re- 
ported, that there w^as nobody in the coach but 
IMrs. Horn beck and an elderly woman, who had all 
the air of a duenna, and that the servant w as not 
the same footman who had attended them in France. 
Encouraged by this information, our hero ordered 
himself to be driven close up to that side of their 
coiiveiiitmee on which his old mistress sat; and 
accosted her with the usual salutation. This lady 
no sooner beheld her gallant, than her cheeks red- 
dened wuth a double glow ; and she exclaimed, 
“ Dear brother, T am overjoyed to sec you ! Pray 
come into our coach.” He took the hint imme- 
diately, and, complying with her request, embraced 
this new sister with great aft’ectioTi. 

J’erceiving that her attendant was very much 
surprised and alarmed at this unexpected meeting, 
she, in order to banish her suspicion, and at the 
same time give her lover his cue, fold him, that his 
brother (meaning her husband) was gone to the 
Spa for a few weeks, by the advice of physicians, 
on account of his ill state of liealib ; and that, from 
his last letter, she had the pleasure to tell him, he 
was in a fair way of doing well. The young gen- 
tleman expressed his satisfaction at this piece of 
news ; observing, with an air of fraternal concern, 
that if his brother had not made too fr(*e with his 
constitution, his friends in England would have had 
no occasion to rei)ine at his absence and want of 
health, by which he was banished from his own 


country and connexions. He tlien asked, with an 
affectation of surprise, why she had not accom- 
panied her spouse ; and was given to understand, 
that his tenderness of aftection would not suffer him 
to expose her to the fatigues of the journey, which 
lay among rocks that were almost inaccessible. 

The duenna’s doubts being eased by this pre- 
amble of conversation, he changed the subject to 
the pleasures of the place ; and among other such 
questions, inquired if she had as yet visited Ver- 
sailles ? This is a public-house, situated upon the 
canal, at the distance of about tw'o miles from town, 
and accommodated with tolerable gardens for the 
entertainment of company. When she replied in 
the negative, he proposed to accompany her thither 
immediately ; but the governante, who had hitherto 
sat silent, objected to this projiosal ; telling them, 
in broken English, that as^the lady was under her 
care, she could not answer to Mr. ITornbcck for 
allowing her to visit such a suspicious place. “ As 
for that matter, madam,” said the confident gallant, 
“ give yourself no trouble ; the consequences shall 
be at my peril, and I will undertake to ensure you 
against my brother’s resentment.” So saying," he 
directed the coachman to the place, and ordered his 
own to follow, under the auspices of his valct-dc- 
chambre, while the old gentlewoman, over-ruled 
by bis assurance, quietly submitted to his authority 

Eeiiig arrived at the place, he handed the ladies 
from the coach, and then for the first time observed 
that the duenna was lame, a circumstance of which 
he did not scruple to take the advantage ; for they 
had scarce alighted, and drank a glass of w^ine, 
when he advised his sister to enjoy a walk in the 
garden. And although the attendant made shift 
to keep them almost always in view, they enjoyed a 
detached conversation, in which Tcregrine learned, 
that the true cause of her being left behind at 
Ilrussels, whilst her husband proceeded to Spa, was 
his dread of the company and familiarities of that 
place, to which his jealousy durst not expose her ; 
and that she had lived three weeks in a convent at 
Lisle, from M'hieh she was delivered by his own 
free motion, because indeed he could no longer exist 
without her company; and lastly, our lover un- 
derstood, that her governante was a mere dragon, 
who had been recoiinnended to him by a Spanish 
merchant whose wife she attended to her dying- 
day. Rut she very much questioned whether or 
not her fidelity was proof enough against money 
and strong waters. Ik^regrine assured her the ex- 
periment should be tried befon* parting ; and they 
agreed to pass the night at Versailles, provided his 
endeavours should succeed. 

Having exercised themselves in this manner, 
until the duenna’s spirits were pretty much ex- 
hausted, that she might be the better disposed to 
recruit them w ith a glass of liquor, they returned 
to their apartment, and the cordial was recom- 
mended and received in a bumper. But as it did 
not produce such a visible alteration as the sanguine 
hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and the old 
gentlewoman observed that it began to he late, and 
that the gates would he shut in a little time, he 
filled up a parting glass, and pledged her in equal 
<|uantity. Her blood was too much chilled to he 
warmed even by this extraordinary dose, which 
made immediate innovation in the brain of our 
you-th, who, in the gaiety of his imagination, over- 
whelmed this she Argus with such profusion of 
gallantry, that she was more intoxicated with his 
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expressions than i^ith the spirits she had drank. 
When, in the course of toying, he dropped a purse 
into her bosom, she seemed to forget how the night 
wore, and, with the approbation of her charge, as- 
sented to his proposal of havingsomethingfor supper. 

This was a great point which our adventurer had 
gained ; and yet he plainly perceived that the go- 
vernante mistook his meaning, by giving herself 
credit for all the passion he had professed. As 
this error could be rectified by no other means 
than those of plying her with the bottle, until her 
distinguishing faculties should be overpowered, he 
promoted a quick circulation. She did him justice, 
without any manifest signs of inebriation, so long, 
that his own eyes began to reel in the sockets ; and 
he found, that, before his scheme could be accom- 
plished, he should be effectually unfitted for all the 
purposes of love. He therefore had recourse to 
his valet-de-chambre, \flio understood the hint as 
soon as it was given, and readily undertook to per- 
form the part, of which his master had played the 
prelude. This affair being settled to his satisfaction, 
and the night at odds u lth morning, he took an 
opportunity of imparting to the ear of this aged 
Hulcinea a kind whisper, importing a promise of 
visiting her, when his sister should be retired to 
her own chamber, and an earnest desire of leaving 
her door unlocked. 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, 
he conveyed a caution of the same nature to Mrs. 
Hornbeek, as he led her to her apartment ; and 
darkness and silence no sooner jirevailcd in the 
house, than he and his trusty squire set out on their 
different voyages. Every thing would have suc- 
ceeded according to their wish, had not the valet- 
ie-chamhre suffered iMinself to full asleep at the 
side of his inamorata, and, in the agitation of a 
riolent dream, exclaimed in a voice so unlike that 
her supposed adorer, that she distinguished the 
iifference at once. Waking him with a pinch 
ind a loud shriek, she threatened to prosecute him 
'or a rape, and reviled him with all the epithets her 
'age and disapjiointment could suggest. 

The Frenchman, finding himself detected, be- 
laved with great temja'r and address. He begged 
she would compose herself, on account of her own 
'eputation, which was extremely dear to him ; pro- 
esting, that he had a most inviolable esteem for her 
lerson. llis representations had w^eight with the 
luenna, who, upon recollection, comprehended the 
vhole affair, and thought it would he her interest 
o bring matters to an accommodation. She there- 
bre admitted the apologies of her bed-fellow, jiro- 
dded he would promise to atone by marriage for 
he injury she had sustained ; and in this particular, 
le set her heart at case by repeated vows, which he 
ittered with surprising volubility, though without 
.ny intention to peiTomi the least tittle of their 
ontents. 

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her excla- 
riation, and run to the door with a view of inter- 
►osing, according to the emergency of the case, 
iverheariiig the affair thus compromised, returned 
0 his mistress, who was highly entertained with 
n account of what had passed, foreseeing, that, 
or the future, she should be under no difficulty or 
estriction from the severity of her guard. 

CHAPTER LX. 

lornbeck is informed of his Wife’s Adventure with Perc- 

Ifrlne, for whom he prepares a Stratagem, which is 


rendered ineffectual by the information of Pipes. The 

Husband is ducked for his intention, and our Hero 
apprehended by the Patrol. 

There was another person, however, still ungamed; 
and that was no other than her footman, whose se- 
crecy our hero attempted to secure in the morning 
by a handsome present, which he received with 
manjr professions of gratitude and devotion to his 
service ; yet this complaisance was nothing but a 
cloak used to disguise the design he harboured of 
making his master acquainted wdth the whole trans- 
action. In^ed this laerjuey had been hired, not 
only as a spy upon his mistress, but also as a check 
on the conduct of the governante, with promise of 
ample reward, if ever he should discover any sin- 
ister or suspicious practices in the course of her 
behaviour. As for the footman whom they had 
brought from England, he was retained in attend- 
ance upon the jierson of his master, whose confi- 
dence he had lost, by advising him to gentle methods 
of reclaiming his lady, when her irregularities had 
subjected her to his wrath. 

The Flemish valet, in consequence of the office 
he had undertaken, wTote to Hornbeek by the first 
post, giving an exact detail of the adventure at 
Versailles, with such a descrijition of the pretended 
brother, as left the husband no room to think he 
could be any other person than his first dishonourer; 
and exasperated him to such a degree, that he re- 
solved to lay an ambush for this invader, and at 
once disqualify him from disturbing his repose, by 
maintaining further correspondence with his wife. 

Meanwliile the lovers enjoyed themselves with- 
out restraint, and Peregrine’s plan of inquiry alter 
his dear unknown was for the present postponed. 
His fellow-travellers were confounded at his mys- 
terious motions, wdiich filled the heart of f7 oiler 
with anxiety and terror. This careful conductor 
was fraught with such experience of his pupil’s 
disposition, that he trembled with the apprehension 
of some sudden accident, and lived in continual 
alarm, like a man that walks under the wall of a 
nodding tower. Nor did he eiyoy any alleviations 
of his fears, when, ujum telling the young gentle- 
man, that tlie rest of the company were desirous 
of departing for Antwerp, he answered, that they 
were at liberty to consult their own inclinations ; 
but, for his own i)art, he was resolved to stay in 
Brussels a few days longer. By this declaration 
the governor was confirmed in the opinion of his 
having some intrigue upon the anvil. In the bit- 
terness of his vexation, he took the liberty of 
signifying his suspicion, and reminding him of the 
dangerous dilemmas to which he had been reduced 
by his former precipitation. 

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and 
promised to behave with such circumspection as 
would screen him from any troublesome conse- 
quences for the future ; but, nevertheless, behaved 
that same evening in such a manner, as plainly 
showed that his prudence was nothing else than 
vain speculation. lie had made an appointment to 
spend the night, as usual, with Mrs. Hornbeek ; 
and, about nine o’clock, hastened to her lodgings, 
when he was accosted in the street by his old dis- 
carded friend. Thomas Pipes, who, without any 
other preamble, told him, that, for all he had turned 
him adrift, he did not choose to see him run full 
sail into his enemy’s harbour, without giving him 
timely notice of the danger. “ I’ll tell you what,” 
i said he, “ mayhap you think I want to curry 
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favour, that 1 may be taken in tow again ; if you do, 
you have made a mistake in your reckoning. I am 
old enough to be laid up, and have wherewithal to 
Keep my planks from the weather. But this here 
is the affair ; 1 have known you since you were 
no higher than a marlinspike, and should’nt care 
to see you deprived of your rigging at these years. 
Whereby, 1 am informed by Hornbeck’s man, whom 
I this afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his 
master has got intelligence of your boarding his 
wife, and has steered* privately into this port, witli 
a large complement of hands, in order, d’ye see, to 
secure you while you are under the hatches. N<tw, 
if so be as how you have a mind to give him a salt 
cel for his si^^per, here am I, without hope of fee or 
reward, ready to stand by you as long as my tim- 
bers will stick together ; and if 1 expect any recom- 
ense, may I be bound to eat oakum, and drink 
ilgewater for life.” 

Startled at this information. Peregrine examined 
him upon the particulars of his discourse with the 
lacquey ; and when he understood that Hombeck’s 
intelligence flowed from the canal of his Flemish 
footman, he believed every circumstance of Tom’s 
report, thanked him for this warning, and, after 
liaving reprimanded him for his misbehaviour at 
Lisle, assured him that it should be his own fault 
if ever they should part again. lie then deliberated 
with himself whether or not he should retort the 
purpose upon his adversary; but when he con- 
sidered that llornlieck was not the aggressor, and 
made that unhappy husband’s case his own, he 
could not help acquitting his intention of revenge, 
though, in his opinion, it ought to have been exe- 
cuted in a more honourable manner ; and therefore 
he determined to chastise him for his want of spirit. 
Nothing surely can be more insolent and unjust 
than this determination, which induced him to 
punish a person for his want of courage to redress 
the injury which he himself had done to his rejm- 
tation and peace; and yet this barbarity of decision 
is authorized by the opinion and practice of mankind. 

With these sentiments he returned to the inn, 
and, juitting a pair of pistols in his pocket, ordered 
his valet-de-chambre and I’ipes to follow him at a 
small distance, so as that they should be within cull 
in ease of necessity, and then posted himself within 
thirty yards of his llulcinea’s door. ••There he had 
not been above half an hour, when he perceived 
lour men take their station on the other side, with 
a view, as he guessed, to watch for Ids going in, 
that he might be taken unaware. But when they 
had tarried a considerable time in that corner, with- 
out reaping the fruits of their expectation, their 
leader, persuaded that the gallant had gained ad- 
mittance by some secret means, approaclied the 
door with his followers, who, according to the in- 
structions they had received, no sooner saw it 
opened, than they rushed in, leaving their employer 
in the street, where he thought his person would 
he least endangered. Our adventurer, seeing him 
all alone, advanced with speed, and clapping a pis- 
tol to his breast, commanded him to follow his foot- 
steps, without noise, on pain of immediate death. 

Terrified at this sudden apparition, Hornbeck 
obeyed in silence ; and, in a few minutes, they 
arrived at the quay, where Pickle, halting, gave 
him to understand tliat he was no stranger to his 
villainous design ; told him, that if he conceived 
himself injured by any circumstance of his conduct, 
he would now give him an opportunity of resenting 


the wrong in a manner becoming a man of honour. 
“ You have a sword about you,” said he ; “ or, if 
you don’t choose to put the affair on that issue, here 
is a brace of pistols, take which you please.” Such 
an address could not fail to disconcert a man of his 
character. After some hesitation, he, in a faulter- 
ing accent, denied that his design was to mutilate 
Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himself entitled to 
the benefit of the law, by which he would have 
obtained a divorce, if he could have procured evi- 
dence of his wife’s infidelity ; and, with that view, 
he had employed people to take advantage of the 
information he had received. With regard to this 
alternative, he declined it entirely, because he could 
not see what satisfaction he should enjoy in being 
shot through the head, or run through the lungs, 
by a person who had already wronged him in an 
irreparable manner. Lastly, his fear made him 
propose that the affair should he left to the arbitra- 
tion of two creditable men, altogether unconcerned 
in the dispute. 

To these remonstrances Peregrine replied, in the 
style of a hot-headed young man, conscious of his 
own unjustifiable behaviour, that every gentleman 
ought to be a judge of his own honour, and there- 
fore he would submit to the decision of no umpire 
whatsoever ; that he would forgive his want of cou- 
rage, which might be a natural infirmity, but his 
mean dissimulation he could not pardon. That, as 
he was certified of the rascally intent of his ambus- 
cade by undoubted intelligence, he would treat him, 
not with a retaliation of his own treachery, hut 
with such indignity as a scoundrel deserves to suffer, 
unless he would make one effort to maintain the 
character he assumed in life. So saying, he again 
presented his pistols, which being rejected as before, 
he called his two ministers, and ordered them to 
duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed 
almost in the same breath, to the unspeakable terror 
and disorder of the jwwr shivering patient, who, 
having undergone the immersion, ran about like a 
drowned rat, sejueaking for assistance and revenge. 
Ilis erics were overheard by the patrole, wlio, 
chancing to ]>ass that way, took him under their 
protection, and, in consequence of liis complaint 
and information, w^ent in pursuit of our adventurer 
and his attendants, who were soon overtaken and 
surrounded. Kash and inconsiderate as the young 
gentleman was, he did not pretend to stand upon 
the defensive against a file of musketeers, although 
Pipes had drawn his cutlass at their approach, hut 
surrendered himself without opposition, and was 
conveyed to the main guard, where the command- 
ing officer, engaged by his aj^pearance and address, 
treated him with all imaginable respect. Hearing 
the particulars of his adventure, he assured him 
that the prince would consider the whole as a tour 
df'jeunesse, and order him to he released without 
delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in his 
report, he made such a favourable representation 
of the prisoner, that our hero was on the point of 
being discharged, w'hen Homheck preferred a com- 
plaint, accusing him of a purposed assassination, 
and praying that such punishment should be in- 
flicted" upon him as his highness should think 
adequate to the nature of the crime. The prince, 
perplexed with this petition, in consequence of 
which he foresaw that he must disoblige a British 
subject, sent for the plaintiff, of whom he had some 
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knowledge, and, m person, exhorted him to drop 
the prosecution, which would only serve to propa- 
gate his own shame. But Hornheck was too much 
incensed to listen to any proposal of that kind, and 
peremptorily demanded justice against the prisoner, 
whom he represented as an obscure adventurer, 
who had made repeated attempts upon his honour 
and his life. Prince Charles told him, that what 
he had advised was in the capacity of a friend ; but, 
since he insisted upon his acting as a magistrate, 
the affair should be examined, and determined ac- 
cording to the dictates of justice and truth. 

The petitioner being dismissed with this promise, 
the defendant was, in his turn, brought before the 
judge, whose prepossession in his favour was in a 
great measure weakened by what his antagonist had 
said to the prejudice of his birth and reputation. 

CHAPTER LXI. 

Peregrine is released — Jolter confounded at his mysterious 
Conducl—A Contest happens between the Poet and Painter, 
wlio are reconciled by the Mediation of their Pellow-tra- 
vellers. 

Our hero, understanding from some expressions 
which escaped the prince, that he was considered 
in the light of a sharper and assassin, begged that 
he might have the liberty of sending for some 
vouchers, that would probably vindicate his cha- 
racter from the malicious aspersions of his adver- 
sary. This permission being granted, he wrote a 
letter to his governor, desiring that he would bring 
to him the letters of recommendation which he had 
received from the British ambassador at Paris, and 
such other papers as he thought conducive to evince 
the importance of his situation. 

The billet was given in charge to one of the 
subaltern officers on duty, who carrijjd it to the 
inn, and demanded to speak with Mr. Jolter. Pal- 
let, who happened to be at the door when this mes- 
senger arrived, and heard him inquire for the tutor, 
ran directly to that geiitlonian’s apartment, and in 
manifest disorder told him that a huge fellow of a 
soldier, with a monstrous pair of whiskers, and a 
fur cap as big as a bushel, was asking for him at 
the door. The poor governor began to shake at 
this intimation, though he was not conscious of 
having committed anything that could attract the 
attention of the state. When the officer appeared 
at his charaher door, his confusion increased to such 
a degree, that his perception seemed to vanish, and 
the subaltern repeated the purport of his errand 
three times, before he could comprehend his mean- 
ing, or venture to receive the letter wliich he pre- 
sented. At length he summoned all his fortitude, 
and having perused the epistle, his terror sunk into 
anxiety. His ingenuous fear immediately sug- 
gested, that Peregrine was confined in a dungeon, 
for some outrage he had committed. He ran with 
great agitation to a trunk, and, taking out a bundle 
of papers, followed his conductor, being attended 
by the painter, to whom he had hinted his appre- 
hension. When they passed through the guard, 
which was under arms, the liearts of both died 
within them ; and when they came into the pre- 
sence, there was such an exjiression of awful horror 
on the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, ob- 
serving his dismay, was pleased to encourage him 
with an assurance that he had nothing to fear. 
Thus comforted, he recollected himself so well as 
to understand his pupil, when he desired him to 


produce the ambassador’s letters ; some of whicl 
being open, were immediately read by his highness 
who was personally acquainted with the writer, anc 
knew several of the noblemen to whom they wen 
acldressed. These recommendations were so warm 
and represented the young gentleman in such ar 
advantageous light, that the prince, convinced o1 
the injustice his character had suffered by the mis- 
representation of Hombeck, took our hero by the 
hand, asked pardon for the doubts he had enter- 
tained of his honour, declared liim from that 
moment at liberty, ordered his domestics to be 
enlarged, and offered him his countenance and 
protection as long as he should remain in the Aus- 
trian Netherlands. At the same tim^he cautioned 
him agaiust indiscretion in the course of his gal- 
lantries ; and took his word and honour, that he 
should drop all measures of resentment against the 
person of Hornheck during his residence in that jdace. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 
thanked the prince in the most respectful manner, 
for his generosity and candour, and retired with 
his two friends, who were amazed and bewildered 
in their thoughts at what they had seen and heard, 
the whole adventure still remaining without the 
sphere of their comprehension, which was not at 
all enlarged by the unaccountable appearance of 
Pipes, who, with the valet-de-chambre, joined them 
at the castle gate. Had Jolter been a man of a 
luxuriant imagination, his brain would undoubtedly 
have suffered in the investigation of his iiiijul’s 
mysterious conduct, which he strove in vain to 
unravel; hut his intellects were too solid to he 
affected by the miscarriage of his invention ; and, 
as Peregrine did not think jiroper to make him 
acquainted with the cause of his being apprehended, 
he contented himself with supposing that there was 
a lady in the case. 

The painter, whose imagination was of a more 
flimsy texture, formed a thousand chimerical con- 
jectures, which he communicated to JMekle, in im- 
perfect insinuations, hoping, by his answers and 
iiehaviour, to discover the truth ; but the youth, in 
order to tantalize him, eluded all his inquiries, with 
such appearance of industry and art, as lieighleiied 
his curiosity, while it disappointed his aim, and in- 
flamed him to such a degree of imiiatiencc, that his 
wits began to be unsettled. Then Peregrine was 
fain to recompose his brain, by telling him in con- 
fidence, that he had been arrested as a spy. 'fins 
secret he found more intolerable than his former 
uncertainty. He ran from one aiiartmeiit to ano- 
ther, like a goose in the agonies of egg-laying, with 
intention of disburdening this important load ; but, 
Jolter being engaged with the pupil, and all the 
peojile of the house ignorant of the only language 
he could speak, he was compelled, with infinite re- 
luctance, to address himself to the doctor, who was 
at that time shut up in his own chamber. Having 
knocked at the door to no purpose, lie peejied 
through the key-hole, and saw the physician sitting 
at a table, with a pen in one hand, and paper before 
him, his head reclined upon his other hand, and his 
eyes fixed upon the cieling, as if he had been en- 
tranced. Pallet, concluding that he was under the 
power of some convulsion, endeavoured to force 
the door open ; and the noise of his efforts recalled 
the doctor from his reverie. This poetical repub- 
lican, being so disagreeably disturbed, started up 
in a passion, and, opening the door, no sooner per- 
ceived who had interrupted him, than he flung it 
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in his face with great fury, and cursed him for his 
impertinent intrusion, which had deprived him of 
the most delightful vision that ever regaled the 
human fancy. He imagined, as he afterwards im- 
parted to Peregrine, that, as he enjoyed himself in 
walking through the flowery plain that borders on 
Parnassus, he was met by a venerable sage, whom, 
by a certain divine vivacity that lightened from 
his eyes, he instantly knew to be the immortal 
Pindar. Tie was immediately struck with reve- 
rence and awe, and prostrated himself before the 
apparition, which, taking him by the hand, lifted 
him gently from the ground, and, with words more 
sweet than the honey of the Hybla bees, told him, 
that, of all the moderns, he alone was visited by 
that celestial impulse by which he himself had been 
inspired, when he produced his most applauded 
odes. So saying, he led him up the sacred hill, 
persuaded him to drink a copious draught of the 
waters of the Ilippocrene, and then presented him 
to the harmonious Nino, who crowned his temples 
with a laurel wreath. 

No wonder that he was enraged to find himself 
cut off from such sublime society. He raved in 
Greek against the invader, who was so big with his 
own purpose, that, unmindful of the disgrace he 
had sustained, and disregarding all the symptoms 
of the physician’s displeasure, he applied his mouth 
to the door, in an eager tone, “ I’ll hold you any 
wager,” said he, “ that I guess the true cause of 
Mr. Pickle’s imprisonment.” To this challenge he 
received no reply, and therefore repeated it, adding, 
“ 1 suppose you imagine he was taken up for fight- 
ing a duel, or affronting a nobleman, or lying with 
some man’s wife, or some such matter ; but, egad ! 
you was never more mistaken in your life ; and I’ll 
lay my Cleopatra against your Homer’s head, that 
in four-and-twenty hours you shan’t light on the 
true reason.” 

The favourite of tlie muses, exasperated at this 
vexatious perseverance of the painter, who he ima- 
gined had come h) tease and insult him, “ I would,” 
said he, “ sacrifice a cock to ^i]sculapius, were I 
assured that any person had been taken up for ex- 
tirpating such a troublesome Goth as you are from 
the face of the earth. As for your boasted (/Ico- 
patra, which^ you say was drawn from your own 
wife, I believe the cojiy has as much of the tokalon 
as tlie original ; but, were it mine, it should be hung 
up in the temple of Cloacina, as the ])icture of that 
goddess; for any other apartment would be dis- 
graced by its appearance.” “ Hark yc, sir,” replied 
Pallet, enraged in his turn at the contemptuous 
mention of his darling performance, “you may 
make as free with my wife as you think proper, 
but ’\vare iny works ; those arc the children of my 
fancy, conceived by the glowing imagination, and 
formed by the art of my own hands ; and you your- 
self are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an 
impudent pretending jackanapes, to treat with such 
disrespect a production which, in the opinion of all 
the connoisseurs of the age, will, when finished, be 
a masterpiece in its kind, and do honour to human 
genius and skill. So I say again and again, and I 
care not though your friend Playtor heard me, that 
you have no more taste than a drayman’s horse, and 
that those foolish notions of the ancients ought to 
be drubbed out of you with a good cudgel, that you 
niight learn to treat men of parts with more vene- 
ration. Perhaps you may not always be in the 
company of one who will halloo for assistance 


when you are on the brink of being chastised for 
your insolence, as I did, when you brought upon 
yourself the resentment of that Scot, who, by the 
Lard I would have paid you both scot and lot, as 
Falstaff says, if the French ofl&cer had not put him 
in arrest.” 

The physician, to this declamation which was 
conveyed through the keyhole, answered, that he 
(the painter) was a fellow so infinitely below his 
consideration, that his conscience upbraided him 
with no action of his life, except that of choosing 
such a wretch for his companion and fellow-traveller. 
That he had viewed his character through the 
medium of good-nature and compassion, which 
had pronipted him to give Pallet an opportunity of 
acquiring some new ideas under his immediate 
instruction ; but he had abused his goodness and 
condescension in such a flagrant manner, that he 
was now determined to discard him entirely from 
his acquaintance ; and desired him, for the present, 
to take liimself away, on pain of being kicked for 
his presumption. 

Pallet was too much incensed to be intimidated 
by this threat, which he retorted with great viru- 
lence, defying him to come forth, that it might 
appear wliich of them was best skilled in that 
pedestrian exercise, which he immediately began 
to practise against the door with such thundering 
application, as reached the ears of Pickle and his 
governor, who coining out into the passage, and 
seeing him thus employed, asked if he had forgot 
the chamber-pots of Alost, that he ventured to 
behave in such a manner as entitled him to a second 
prescription of the same nature ? 

The doctor, understanding that there was com'- 
pany at hand, opened the door in a twinkling ; and, 
springing upon his antagonist like a tiger, a fierce 
contention would have ensued, to the infinite satis- 
faction of our hero, had not Jolter, to the manifest 
peril of his own person, interposed, and, partly by 
force, and partly by exhortations, put a stop to the 
engagement before it was fairly begun. After 
having demonstrated the indecency of such a vulgar 
rencontre, betwixt two fellow-citizens in a foreign 
land, he begged to know the cause of their dissension, 
and offered his good offices towards an accoin 
iiiodation. Peregrine also, seeing the fray was 
finished, expressed himself to the same purpose ; 
and the painter, for obvious reasons, declining an 
explanation, his antagonist told the youth what a 
mortifying interruption he had suffered by the 
impertinent intrusion of Pallet, and gave him a 
detail of the particulars of his vision, as above 
recited. The arbiter owned the provocation was 
not to be endured; and decreed that the offender 
should make some atonement for his transgression. 
Upon which the painter observed, that, however he 
might have be6n disposed to make acknowledg- 
ments, if the jihysician had signified his displeasure 
like a gentleman, the complainant had now forfeited 
all claim to any such concessions, by the vulgar 
manner in which he had reviled him and his 
productions ; observing, that, if he (the painter) 
had been inclined to retort his slanderous in- 
sinuatious, the republican’s own works would have 
afforded amjile subject for his ridicule and censure. 

After divers disputes and representations, peace 
was at length concluded, on condition, that, for the 
future, the doctor should never mention (iJleopatra, 
unless he could say something in her praise ; and 
that Pallet, in consideration of his having been the 
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first aggressor, should make a sketch of the 
physician’s vision, to be engraved and prefixed to 
the next edition of his odes. 


CHAPTER LXII. 

The Travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place the Painter 
gives a loose to his Enthusiasm. 

OuH adventurer, baffled in all his efforts to retrieve 
his lost Amanda, yielded at length to the remon- 
strances of his governor and fellow-travellers, who 
out of pure complaisance to him, had exceeded 
their intended stay by six days at least; and a 
couple of post chaises, with three riding horses, 
being hired, they departed from JBrusseis in the 
morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about eight 
in the evening at the venerable city of Antwerp. 
Daring this day’s journey. Pallet was elevated to 
an uncommon flow of spirits, with the prospect of 
seeing the birthplace of Rubens, for whom he 
professed an enthusiastic admiration. He swore, 
that the pleasure he felt was equal to that of a 
Mussulman, on the last day of his pilgrimage to 
Mecca ; and that he already considered himself a 
native of Antwerp, being so intimately acquainted 
with their so justly boasted citizen, from whom, at 
certain junctures, he could not help believing 
himself derived, because his own pencil adopted 
the manner of that great man with surprising 
facility, and his face wanted nothing but a pair of 
whiskers and a beard to exhibit the express image 
of the Fleming’s countenance. He told them he 
was so proud of this resemblance, that, in order to 
render it more striking, he had, at one time of his 
life, resolved to keep his face sacred from the 
razor; and in that purpose had persevered, not- 
withstanding the continual reprehensions of Mrs. 
Pallet, who, being then with child, said, his aspect 
was so hideous, that she dreaded a miscarriage 
every hour, until she threatened, in plain terms, to 
dispute the sanity of his intellects, uud apply to 
the chancellor for a committee. 

The doctor, on this occasion, observed, that a 
man who is not proof against the solicitations of a 
woman, can never ex])ect to make a great figure in 
life ; that painters and poets ought to cultivate no 
wives but the muses ; or, if they are by the accidents 
of fortune encumbered with families, they should 
carefully guard against that pernicious weakness, 
falsely honoured with the appellation of natural 
a ffection, and pay no manner of regard to the 
impertinent customs of the world. “ Granting that 
you had been for a short time deemed a lunatic,” 
said he, “ you might have acquitted yourself ho- 
nourably of that imputation, by some performance 
that would have raised yovir character above all 
censure. Sophocles himself, that celebrated tragic 
poet, who, for the sweetness of His versification, 
was styled melitta, or the bee, in his old age suffered 
the same accusation from his own children, who, 
seeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote 
himself entirely to poetry, carried him before the 
magistrate, as a man whose intellects were so much 
impaired by the infirmities of age, that he was no 
longer fit to manage his domestic concerns ; upon 
which the reverend bard produced his tragedy of 
(Edipus epi kolono, as a work he had just finislu*d ; 
which being perused, instead of being declared 
unsound of understanding, he was dismissed with 
admiration and applause. I wish your beard and 
whiskers had been sanctioned by the like authority ; 


though 1 am afraid you would have been in the 
predicament of those disciples of a certain philo- 
sopher, who drank decoctions of cummin seeds, 
that their faces might adopt the paleness of their 
master’s complexion, hoping, that, in being as wan, 
they would be as learned as their teacher.” The 
painter, stung by this sarcasm, replied, “ or like 
those virtuosi, who, by repeating Greek, eating 
sillikickaby, and pretending to see visions, think 
they equal the ancients in taste and genius ” 
The physician retorted. Pallet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued until they entered the gates 
of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke 
forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an 
end to the dispute and attracted the notice of the 
inhabitants, many of whom by shrugging up their 
shoulders and pointing to their foreheads, gave 
shrewd indications that they believed him a po.>r 
gentleman disordered in his brain. 

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, than this 
pseudo-enthusiast proposed to visit the great church, 
m which he had been informed some of his master’s 
pieces were to be seen; and was remarkably 
chagrined, when he understood that he could not be 
admitted till next day. He rose next morning by 
day-break, and disturbed -his fellow-travellers in 
such a noisy and clamorous manner, that Peregrine 
determined to punish him with some new infliction ; 
and, while he put on his clothes, actually formed 
the plan of promoting a duel between him and the 
doctor ; in the management of which he promised 
himself store of entertainment, from the behaviour 
of both. 

Being provided with one of those domestics who 
are always in waiting to offer their services to 
strangers on their first arrival, they were conducted 
to the house of a gentleman who had an excellent 
collection of pictures; and though the greatest 
part of them were painted by his lavourite artist, 
Pallet condemned them all by the lump, because 
Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was not 
one performance of Rubens among the number. 

The next place they visited was what is called 
the Academy of I’aiiiting, furnished with a number 
of paltry pieces, in which our painter recognised 
the style of Peten Paul, with many expressions of 
admiration, on the same sort of previous intelligence. 

From this repository, they w'cnt to the great 
church ; and being led to the tomb of Rubens, the 
whimsical painter fell upon liis knees, and wor- 
shipped with such appearance of devotion, that the 
attendant, scandalized at his superstition, putted 
him up, observing, with great warmth, that the 
person buried in that place was no saint, but as 
great a sinner as himself ; and that, if he was 
spiritually disjiosed, there was a chapel of the 
Blessed Virgin, at the distance of three yards on 
the right hand, to which he might retire. He 
thought it was incumbent upon him to manifest 
some extraordinary inspiration, while he resided 
on the spot where Rubens was born ; and there- 
fore, his whole behaviour was an affectation of 
rapture, expressed in distracted exclamations, con- 
vulsive starts, and uncouth gesticulations. In the 
midst of his frantic beliaviour, he saw an old 
f^apuchin, with a white beard, mount the pulpit, 
and hold forth to the congregation with such vio- 
lence of emphasis and gesture, as captivated his 
fancy ; and, bawling aloud, “ Zounds I what an 
excellent Paul preaching at Athens 1” he pulled a 
pencil and a small memorandum book from his 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


273 


pocket, and began to take a sketch of the orator, 
with great eagerness and agitation, saying, “ Egad! 
friend Raphael, we shall see whether yoti or I have 
got the best knack at trumping up an apostle.” 
'Phis appearance of disrespect gave offence to the 
audience, who began to murmur apinst this he- 
retic libertine ; when one of the i)riests belonging 
to the choir, in order to prevent any ill consequence 
from their displeasure, came and told him in the 
Freneli language, that such liberties were not per- 
mitted in their religion, and advised him to lay 
aside his implements, lest the j)eople should take 
umbrage at his design, and be provoked to punish 
liim as a |)rofane scoffer at their worship. 

The painter, seeing himself addressed by a fnar, 
who, while he spoke, bowed with great eoin- 
plaisanee, imagined that he was a begging brother 
eonie to supplic<j,te his charity ; and his attention 
being quite engrossed by the design lie was 
making, he patted the priest’s shaven crown with 
his hand, saying, Otcr terns, otcr terns, and then 
resumed his pencil with great earnestn(‘ss. The 
ecclesiastic, perceiving that the stranger did not 
comprehend liis meaning, pulled liim by the sleeve, 
and explained himself in the l^atin tongue; upon 
which Pallet, jirovoked at Ins intrusion, cursed him 
aloud for an impudent beggarly son of a whore, 
and, taking out a shilling, flung it iqum the pave- 
ment, with manifest signs of indignation. 

Some of the common people, enraged to see their 
religion contemned, and their priests insulted at 
the very altar, rose from their seats, and surround- 
ing the astonished jiainter, one of the number 
snatchi'd his book from his hand, and tore it into a 
thousand pieces. Erighlcned as he was, he could 
not help crying, “Eire and fagots! all my 
favourite ideas are gone to wreck !” and was in 
danger of being very roughly handled by the 
crowd, had not Peregrine stepped in, and assured 
them, that he was a jioor unhappy gentleman, who 
laboured under a transport of the brain. 'Those wiio 
understood the Erench language communicated this 
information to the rest, so that he escaped without 
any other chastisement than being obliged to retire. 
And as they could not see the famous Descent from 
the Cross till after the service was finished, they 
were conducted by their domestic to the house of a 
fiaintm*, where they found a beggar standing for his 
picture, and the artist actually employ ed in repre- 
senting a huge louse that crawled upon his 
shouhler. leaflet was wonderfully pleased with this 
circumstanee, which he said was altogether a new *| 
thought, and an excellent hint, of which he would 
make liis advantage ; and, in the course of his sur- 
v(*y of this Fleming’s performances, perceiving a 
piece in which two flies were engaged upon the 
earease of a dog half devoured, he ran to his 
brother brush, and swore he was worthy of being a 
fellow -citizen of the immortal JIubens. He then 
lamented, with many expressions of grief and re- 
sentimmt, that he had lost his common-place hook, 
in w hich he had preserved a thousand conceptions 
of the same sort, formed by the accidental objects 
of his senses and imagination ; and took an oppor- 
tunity of telling his fellow-travelUsrs, that in exe- 
cution he had equalled, if not excelled, the two 
ancient painters who vied wnth each other in the 
representation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes ; 
for he had exhibited the image of a certain object 
so like to nature, that the bare sight of it set a 
whole hogstye in an uproar. 


When be had examined and applauded all the 
productions of tliis minute artist, they returned to 
the great church, and were entertained with the 
view of that C(*lebrat(‘d masterpiece of Ituhens, in 
which he has introduced the portraits of himself 
and his whole family. The doors that conceal this 
capital jierformance were no sooner unfolded, than 
our enthusiast, debarred the use of speech, by a 
previous covenant with his friend l^ickle, lifted u]) 
his hands and eyes, and putting himself in the 
attitude of Hamlet, when his father’s ghost appears, 
adored in silent ecstasy and awe. Tic even made a 
merit of necessity ; and, when they had withdrawn 
from the place, protested that his w'hole faculties 
were swallowed up in love and admiration. He 
now professed himself more than ever enamoured 
of the Flemish school, raved iu extravagant enco- 
iniiims, and projiosed that the whole company 
sliould pay homage to the memory of the divine 
Itnbens, h^' repairing forthwith to the house in 
which he lived, and prostrating themselves on the 
floor of his painting-room. 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tene- 
ment, which had been rebuilt more than once since 
the death of that great man, Peregrine excused 
himself from complying with the proposal, on pre- 
tence of being fatigued with the circuit they had 
already performed. Jolter declined it for the same 
reason ; and the question being put to the doctor, 
he refused his company with an air of disdain. 
Pallet, piqued at his contemptuous manner, asked, 
if he would not go and see the habitation of Pin- 
door, provided he was in th(‘ city where that poet 
lived? and when the physician observed, that there 
was an infinite difference between the men — 
“That I’ll allow,” rejilied the painter, “for the 
devil a poet ever lived in Greece or I’roy, that was 
worthy to clean the pencils of our beloved Rubens.” 
'I'he physician could not, with any degree of tem- 
per and forbearance, hear this outrageous hlas- 
j)hemy, for which, he said, Pallet's eyes ought to he 
picked out by owls; and the dispute arose, as 
usual, to such scurrilities of language, and indecency 
of behaviour, that jiassengers began to take notice 
of their animosity, and Peregrine was obliged to 
interpose for his own credit. 

CHAPTER LXIII. 

Pcrcgiiiiu artfully foments a (iiiarrel between Pallet and the 
Physician, who light a Duel on the Ramparts 

Tite painter betook himself to the house of the 
Flemish Raphael, and the rest of the company 
went back to their lodgings ; where the young 
gentleman, taking the advantage of being alone 
with the physician, recapitulated all the aff ronts he 
had sustained from the painter’s petulance, aggra- 
vating every circumstance of the disgrace, and ad- 
vising him, iu the capacity of a friend, to take care 
of his honour, which could not fail to suffer in the 
opinion of the world, if he allowed himself to he 
insulted wltli inijumity, by one so much his inferior 
in every degree of consideration. 

The physician assured him, that Pallet had 
hitherto, escaped chastisement, by being deemed an 
object unworthy his resentment, and in considera- 
tion of the wretch’s family, for which his compas- 
sion ■ was interested ; but that repeated injuries 
would inflame the most benevolent disposition. 
And, although he could find no precedent of duel- 
ling among the Greeks and Romans, whom he 
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considered as tbe patterns of demeanour, l\illci 
should no longer avail himself of his veneration for 
the ancients, but be punished for the very next 
offence he should commit. 

Having thus spirited up the doctor to a resolu- 
tion from w hich he could not decently swerve, our 
adventurer acted the incendiary with the other 
party also; giving him to understand, that the 
physician treated his character with such contempt, 
and behaved to him with such insolence, as no 
gentleman oiiglit to bear. 'J^hat, for his own part, 
he was every day put out of countenance by their 
mutual animosity, which appear<*d in nothing hut 
vulgar expressions, more heeoniing shot* hoys and 
oyster women than men of honour and education ; 
and therefore he should he obliged, contrary to his 
inclination, to break off all correspondence with 
them both, if they would not fall upon some method 
to retrit'vt the dignity of their characters. 

These representations would have had little efft'Ct 
upon the timidity of tlie painter, who wuis likewise 
too much of a (Ireciau to approve of single com- 
bat, in any other way than that of boxing, an 
exercise in which he was well skilled, had they not 
been accompanied wdth an insinuation, that his 
antagonist was no Hector, and that he might hum- 
hle him into any concession, without rutming the 
least personal risk. Animated by this assurance, 
our second llcubens set the trumpet of defiance to 
his mouth, swore he valued not his life a rush, 
when his honour was concerned, and entreated 
Mr. Fickle to he the hearer of a challenge, which 
he w^ould instantly commit to writing. 

Tlu‘ mischievous fomeiiter highly applauded this 
manifestation of courage, by which he was at liberty 
to cultivate his friendship and society, hut declined 
the office of carrying the billet, that his tenderness 
of Pallet’s reputation might not he misinterpreted 
into an officious desire of promoting quarrels. At 
the same time, he recommended Tom Pipi'S, not 
only as a very proper messenger on this occasion, 
hut also as a trusty second in the field. The mag- 
nanimous painter took his advice, and, retiring to 
his chamber, penned a challenge in these terms : — 

“ Sm,— When 1 am heartily provoked, I fear not the de< il 
himself ; much less 1 will not call you a pedantic cox- 

comb, nor ail unmannerly fellow, hefausc these arc the 
hippythets of the wulgar Jlut, reinemher, suf h as you are, 
I nvther love you nor fear you , hut, on the eoiitrar\, expert 
satisfaction f^r your audacious beliaviour to me on divers 
oecaslons ; and will, tins evemn^r, in the twilipht, meet >ou 
on the ramparts with sword and pistol, wheie the Lord have 
mercy ou the soul of one of us, loi your body shall lind no 
favour with your incensed defier, till death. 

“LaVMAN rAl.LET.” 

This resolute defiance, after having been sub- 
mitted to the perusal, and honoured with the ap- 
prohatiou of our youth, was cominitteil to the charge 
of Pipes, who, according to his ordei-s, deliv ered it 
in the afternoon ; and brought for answer, that the 
physician would attend him at the appointed time 
and place, 'riie challenger was evidently discom- 
posed at the unexpected news of this acceptance, 
and ran about the house in great disorder, in quest 
of Peregrine, to beg his furthi'r advice and assist- 
ance ; but understanding that the youth was engaged 
in private with his adversary, he began to susjieet 
some collusion, and cursed himself for his folly and 
precipitation. He even entertained some thoughts 
of retracting his invitation, and submitting to the 
triumph of his antagonist. Kut before he would 
stoop to this opprobrious condescension, he resolved 


to try another expedient, which might be the meam* 
of saving both his cliaracter and person. In this 
hope he visited Mr. Jolter, and very gravely desired 
he would be so good as to undertake the office of 
his second in a duel which he was to fight thet 
evening with the phjsieiaii. 

The governor, instead of answering his expecta- 
tion, in expressing fear and concern, and breaking 
forth into exclamations of “ Good God ! gentlemen, 
W’hat d’ye mean? You shall not murder one aiiothm* 
wdiile it is in my powder to prevent your purjiose. 
J will go directly to the governor of the place, vGio 
shall interpose his authority.” 1 say, instead of 
these and other friendly menaces of prev(‘ntiou, 
Jolter heard the profiosal with the most phlegmatic 
tranquillity, and t‘\eiised himself from aceiqiting 
the honour he intend(*d for him, on account of his 
character and situation, which would not permit 
him to be eoncerm‘d in any such reneounters. In- 
deed this mortifying reception was owing to a 
previous hint from Peregrine*, who, dreading some 
sort of interruiitioTi from his governor, had made 
him acquainted w ith his design, and assured him, 
that the affair should not he brought to any dan- 
gerous issue. 

Thus disa])pointed, the deieeted challenger was 
overwhelmed with ])erpl(*xity and dismay ; and, in 
the torroiTS of death or mutilation, resolved to de- 
precate the wrath of his enemy, and conform to 
any submission he should propose, when he was 
accidentally eneounli*red by our adventurer, who, 
w'ith demonstrations of infinite satisfaction, told 
him ill confidence, tliat liis billet had thrown the 
doctor into an agony of consternation ; that his 
acceptanci* of his challenge was a mere efibrt of 
despair, calculated to confound the ferocity of the 
sender, and dispose him to listen to terms of accom- 
modation ; that ho had imparted the letter to him 
with fear and trembling, on pretence of engaging 
him as a second, but, in reality, with a view of 
obtaining his good offices in promoting a recon- 
ciliation ; “ hut, jierceiving the situation of his 
mind,” added our hero, “I thought it wmuld he 
more for your honour to baflh* his exfiectation, and 
therefore 1 readily undertook the task of attending 
him to the field, in full assurance that he w’lll then* 
huinhle himself before }ou, even to prosti'atioii. 
In this security, }ou may go and prejiare jour 
arms, and bespeak the assistance of 1‘ipes, who wil. 
squire you in the field, while I keep myself u]i, 
that our eorrespoiidenco may not he snspectefl by 
the iihjsician.” Pallet’s sjiirits, that were sunk to 
dejection, rose at this encouragement to all the 
insolence of triumph; he again declared his eon 
tempt of danger, and his pistols being loaded and 
acconniiodated with new flints, by his trusty ar- 
mour-hearer, h(‘ wailed, without flinching, for the 
hour of battle. 

On the first approach of twilight, somebody 
knocked at his door, and Pijics having opened it 
at his desire, lie heard the voice of his antagonist 
])ronounee, “Tell Mr. Pallet tliat I am going to 
the jilaee of appointment.” 'fhe painter was not a 
little surprised at this anticipation, which so ill 
agreed v ith the information lie had received from 
Pickle; and his concern beginning to recur, he 
fortified himself with a large bumper of brandy, 
which, however, did not overcome the anxiety of 
his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out on the ex- 
pedition with his second, betwixt whom and himself 
the following dialogue passed, in their way to the 
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ramparts. “ Mr. Pipes,” said the painter, with dis- 
:)rdcred accent, “iriethiiiks tJie doctor was in a 
pestilent hurry with that message of his.” “Ey, 
3 y,” answered Toni, “ f do suppose he longs to be 
foul of you.” “What,” replied the other, “d’ye 
diink he thirsts after my blood ?” “ To be sure a 
Joes,” said Pipes, thrusting a large quid of tobacco 
ill his cheek with great deliberation. “If that be 
the case,” cried Pallet, beginning to shake, “ he is 
110 better than a cannibal, and no Christian ought 
to fight him on equal footing.” Tom obsiTving his 
emotion, eyed him with a frown of indignation, 
>aying, “You an't afraid, are you?” “God for- 
)id r replied the challenger, stammering M’ith lear, 

‘ What should J be afraid of? The w^orst he can 
lo is to take my life, and then he’ll bo answerable 
)oth to God and man for the murder. Don't yon 
bink he will ?” “ I ihink no such matter,” answ'ered 
he second ; “ if so be as how he puls a brace of 
mllets through your how's, and kills you fairly, if 
s no more murder than if 1 was to bring down a 
loddy from the main top-sai 1-yard.” Hy this time 
[Pallet’s teeth chattered with such violence, that he 
?ould scarce pronounce this reply. “ Mr. Thomas, 
jfou seem to make very liglit of a man’s life ; but I 
rust in the Almighty, 1 shall not be so easily brought 
lowii. Sure many a man has fought a duel without 
osing his life. Do you imagine that I run such a 
lazard of falling by the hand of my adversary ?” 

‘ You may or you may not,” said tlie unconcenied 
Pipes, “just as it happens. What then 1 Death is 
i debt that every man owes, according to the song; 
md if you set foot to foot, I think one of you must 
?() to pot.” “ Eoot to foot !” exclaimed the terrified 
lainter, “ that’s downright butchery ; and I’ll he 
1 — ed before I fight any man on earth in such a 
larbarous way What! d'ye take me to be a savage 
least?” 'I'liis declaration he made while they 
iscended the ramparts. I Lis allciidant perceiving 
he physician ami his second at the distance of an 
miidred paces before them, gave him notice of 
heir ajipearaiice, and advised him to make ready, 
ind behave like a man. Pallet in vuiii endeavoured 
o conceal his jianic, which discoviTed itself in an 
mivcrsal trcjiidation of body, and the lamentable 
one in wliich he answered this exhortation of 
Pipes, saying, “ 1 do behave like a man ; liul you 
pvould have me act the part of a brute. Arc they 
coming this w ay ?” When 'I'om told him that they 
had faced about, and admoni'slied him to advance, 
the nerves of his arm refused their office, he could 
lot hold out his pistol, and instead of going forward, 
"etreated with an insensibility of motion ; till Pipes, 
ilaeing himself in the rear, set liis own back to that 
T his princijial, and swore he should not budge an 
inch farther in that direction. 

While the valet thus tutored tlie painter, his 
tuaster enjoyed the terrors of the ])hysician, which 
w ere more ridiculous than those of Pallet, because 
lie M^as more intent upon disguising them. Ills 
leelaration to Pickle in the morning would not 
■iuffor him to start any objections wdieu he received 
^he challenge ; and finding that the young gentle- 
man made no offer of mediating the affair, but 
ratluT congratulated him on the occasion, when he 
.*0111 rn nil iea ted the painter’s billet, all liis elTorts 
consisted in oblique hints, and general reflections 
upon the absurdity of duelling, wliich was first 
introduced among civilized nations by the barbar- 
ous Huns and Longobards. He likewise pretended 
to ridieido the use of fire-arms, which confounded 


all the distinctions of skill and addi'ess, and de- 
prived a combatant of the opportunity of signalising 
his personal prowess. 

Pickle assented to the justness of his oliscrva- 
lions ; but, at the same time, represented the neces- 
sity of complying with the customs of this world, 
ridiculous us they were, on w hich a man’s honour 
and reputation depend. So that, seeing no hopes 
of profiting by that artifice, the rcimbliean’s agita- 
tion became mori* and more remarkable ; and he 
projiosed, in jilain terms, that they should contend 
m armour, like the combatants of ancient days ; for 
it was hut reasonable that tliey should jiraetice tlui 
manner of fighting, since they adopted the disposi- 
tion of those iron times. 

Nothing could have afforded more diversion to 
our hero than the sight of two such duellists cased 
ill iron ; and he wished that lie liad promoted the 
quarrel in Brussels, where he could have hired the 
armour of Charles the Fifth, and tlie valiant Duke 
of Paniia, for their accommodation ; but as then* 
was no possibility of liirnishiiig them cap-a-pce at 
Antwerp, he ])ersuaded him to conform to the mo- 
dem use of the sword, and meet the painter on his 
own temis; and suspecting that liis fear would 
supply him with other excuses for declining the 
combat, he comforted him with some distant insi- 
nuations, to the prejudice of his adversary’s courage, 
which would, in all probability, evajiorate before 
any mischii'f could happen. 

Notwithstanding this encouragement, be could 
not suppress the reluctance with which he went to 
the field, and cast many a wishful look over his left 
shoulder, to see vvh(‘ther or not his adversary was at 
his heels. When, by the advice of his second, he 
took ])OSscs.sion of the ground, and turned about 
with his face to the enemy, it was not so dark, but 
that PiTi'grine could perceive the unusual paleness 
of his eouuteuaiice, and the sweat standing in large 
drops upon liis forehead ; nay, there w as a manilest 
disorder in his speech, when lu’ regretted his want 
of the pila and parma, with which he would have 
made a rattling noise, to astonish liis foe, in spring- 
ing forw ard, and singing the hymn to battle, in tlie 
manner of tlie ancients. 

In the mean lime, observing the hesitation of 
hi.s antagonist, who, far from advancing, seemed to 
recoil, and even struggle with his second, he guessed 
the situation of tlie painter’s thoughts ; and, collect- 
ing all the manhood that he possessed, seized the 
opportunity of profiting by his enemy’s consterna- 
tion, Striking his sword and pistol together, he 
advanced in a sort of trot, raising a loud howl, in 
which he repeated, in lieu of the S])artan song, 
part of the strophe from one of Pindar’s l^ythia, 
beginning with vk thcon gar makami pasai Brofcais 
arctaiSf ^c. This imitation of the Greeks had all 
the desired effect upon the jiainter, who seeing the 
phy.sician running towards him like a fury, with 
a pistol in his right hand, which was extended, and 
hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and the out- 
landish words he pronounced, was seized with an 
universal palsy of his limbs. He would have drop- 
ped down upon the ground, had not Pipes sup- 
ported and encouraged him to stand upon his 
defence. The doctor, contrary to his expectation, 
finding that he had not flinched from the spot, 
though he had now performed one half of his career, 
put in practice Lis last effort, by firing his pistol, 
the noise of which no sooner reached the ears of the 
affrighted painter, than he recommended his soul 
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to God, and roared for mercy with great voci- 
feration. 

Tli(‘ republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, 
commanded him to yield, and surrender his arms, 
on pain of immediate death ; upon which he threw 
away his pistols and swoni, in spite of all the ad- 
monitions and even threats of his second, who left 
him to his fate, and went up to his master, stopping 
his nose with signs of loathing and abhorrence. 

The victor, having won the spolat opima, granted 
him his life, on condition that he would on his 
knees supplicate his pardon, acknowledge himself 
inferior to his conqueror in every virtue and quali- 
fication, and promise for the future to merit his 
favour by submission and respect. These insolent 
terms were readily embraced by the unfortunate 
challenger, who fairly owned, that he was not at all 
calculated for the purposes of war, and that lienci*- 
forth he would contend with no weapon hut his 
pencil. He begged with great humility, that Mr. 
J*ickle would not think the worse of his morals for 
this defect of courage, which was a natural infirmity 
inherited from his father, and suspend his opinion 
of his talents, until ho should have an opportunity 
of contemplating the charms of his Cleopatra, which 
would he finished in less than three months. 

Our hero observed, with an aftected air of dis- 
pleasure, that no man could be justly condemned 
for being subject to the impressions of fear ; and 
therefore his cowardice might easily be forgiven ; 
hut there was something so presumptuous, dishonest, 
and disingenuous, in arrogating a quality to which 
he knew he had not the smallest pretension, that 
he could not forget his misbehaviour all at once, 
though he would condescend to communicate with 
him as formerly, in hopes of seeing a reformation 
in his conduct, Vallet protested, that there was 
no dissimulation in the case ; for he was ignorant 
of his own weakness, until his resolution was put 
to the trial. He failiifully promised to demean 
himself, during the remaining part of the tour, 
with that conscious modesty and penitence which 
became a person in bis condition ; and, for the 
present, implored the assistance of IVlr. Tipes, in 
disembarnissing him from the disagreeable conse- 
quence of his fear. 

ClIAPTEU LXTV. 

The Doctor exults in his Victory. They set out for Rotter- 
dam, where they are entertained by two Dutch (Jeiitleinen 
in a Yacht, which is overturned in tJie Macse, to the ma- 
nifest hazaid of the T’aintei’s Life — They spend the Rveii 
iiig with their Entertainers, and next day visit a Cabinet 
of Curiosities, 

Tom was accordingly ordered to minister to his 
occasions ; and the conqueror, elated with lus suc- 
cess, which he in a great measure attributed to his 
manner of attack, and the hymn which he howled, 
told Peregrine, that he was now convinced of the 
truth of what Pindar sung in these w’ords, oxsa dc 
me pephilcke Zeus atuzonUii Bonn Ptendon nnmkt ; 
for he had no sooner began to repeat the meUiflueut 
strains of that divine poet, than the wri'teh liis an- 
tagonist was confounded, and his nerves unstrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on tlie 
prudence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and 
ascribed the consternation of Pallet to the remem- 
brance of some crime that lay heavy upon his con- 
science ; for, in his opinion, a man of virtue and 
common sense could not possibly be afraid of death, 


which is not only the peaceful harbour that receivei 
him shattered on the tempestuous sea of life, bu 
also the eternal seal of his fame and glory, which i 
is no longer in his power to forfeit and forego 
Jle lamented his fate, in being doomed to live ii 
such degenerate days, when war is become a mer- 
cenary trade ; and ardently wished, that the daj 
would come, when he should have such an oppor- 
tunity of signalizing his courage in the cause o 
liberty, as that of Marathon, where an handful o 
Athenians, fighting for their freedom, defeated tin 
whole strength of the Persian emjiire. “ VV'ouk 
to heaven !” said he, “ my muse were blessed will 
an occasion to emulate that glorious testimony or 
the trophy in (Cyprus, erected by Cimon, for twe 
great victories gained on the same daj^ over tin 
Persians by sea and land; in which it is very re- 
markal)l(‘, that the greatness of the oecasiim hai- 
raised the manner of expression above the usua] 
simplicity and modesty of all other ancient inscrij)- 
tions.” He then repeated it with all the pomp oi 
declamation, and signified his hope, that the French 
would one day invade us wdth such an army as 
that which Xerxes leil into Greece, that it might 
be in his power to devote himself, like Leonidas, to 
the freedom of his country. 

This memorable eonibat being thus determined, 
and everything that was remarkable in Antwerp 
surveyed, tliey sent tlunr baggage down the Scheldt 
to Jlotterdam, and set out for the same place in a 
post-waggon, w^hich that same evening brought 
them in safety to the banks of the Maese. Thi*y 
put up at an lOnglish lioiise of entertainment, re- 
markable for the modesty and moderation ol the 
landlord ; and next morning the doctor \s ent in 
person to deliver hdters of recommendation to two 
l)ufeh gentlemen from one of his aeqiuimtanee at 
Paris. Neither of them happened to he at home 
when he called; so that he left a message at their 
lodgings, w'ith his address ; and in the afternoon 
they w'aited upon the company, and, after niaiiy 
hospitable professions, one of the two invited them 
to spend the evening at his house*. 

Meanwhile they had provided a pleasure yacht, 
in which they proposed to treat tliem with an ex- 
cursion upon the Maese. This being almost tin* 
only diversion that place affords, our young gentle- 
man redished the proposal ; and, notw ithstanding 
the remonstrances of Mr. Jeilter, w ho declined the 
voyage on account of tlierougliiii*ss of the wreath er, 
they wxnit on heiard without hesitatiem, and found a 
collation prepared in the cabin. While they tacked 
to and fro in the river, under the impulse of a 
mackarel breeze, the physician expressed his satis- 
faction, and Pallet was ravished with the entertain- 
ment. Hut the w ind increasing, to the unspeakable 
jo> of the Dutchmen, who had now an opportunity 
of showing their dexterity in the management of 
the vessel, the guests found it inconvenient to stand 
ujion deck, and impossible to sit below, on account 
of the clouds of tobacco smoke which rolled from 
the pipes of tlndr entertainers, in such volumes as 
annoyed them even to the hazard of suffocation. 
Thi.s fumigation, together wdth the extraordinary 
motion of the# ship, began to affect the head and 
stomach of the painter, who begged earnestly to be 
set on shore. But the Dutch gentlemen, who had 
no idea of his sufferings, insisted, with surprising 
obstinacy of regard, upon his staying until he 
should see an instance of the skill of their mariners ; 
and, bringing him on deck, commanded the men to 
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barrj the vessel’s lee gun-wale under w'ater. This 
tiiccty of navigation they instantly performed, to 
pe admiration of IMckle, the discomposure of the 
loctor, and terror of 1 ‘allet, who blessed himself 
•rom the courtesy of a Dutchman, and prayed to 
h<‘aven for his deliverance. ^ 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of 
this feat, and the distress of the painter at the same 
*dme, the yacht was overtaken by a sudden squall, 
Slat overset her in a moment, and flurjg every man 
overboard into the Maese, before they could have 
the least warning of their fate, much less time to 
provide against the accident, J'eregrine, who was 
an expert swimmer, reached the shore in safety ; 
the physician, in the agonies of despair, laid fast 
hold on the trunk-breeclics of one of the men, who 
dragged him to the other side; the entertainers 
landed at the bomb-keys, smoking their pipes all 
the way with great deliberation ; and the poor 
])ainter must have gone to the bottom, had not he 
been encountered b}^ the eable of a ship that lay at 
anchor near the scene of their disjister. Though 
Ids senses had forsaken him, his hands fastened by 
instinct on this providential occurrence, which he 
held with such a convulsive grasp, that, when a 
boat was sent out to bring him on shore, it was with 
the utmost ditiiculty that his fingers were disen- 
gaged. lie was carried into a house, deprived of 
(he use ff sfieech, and bereft of all sensation; and, 
lieing suspended by the heels, a vast <juantity of 
water ran out of his mouth. U'his evacuation being 
made, he began to utter dreadful groans, which 
gradually increased to a continued roar ; and, after 
fie had regained the use of his senses, he under- 
went a delirium that lasted several hours. As for 
I he treaters, tliey never dreamed of expr(*ssing the 
least coneern to J’ickle or the physician for what 
had happened, because it was an accident so com- 
mon as to pass without notice. 

Leaving the care of the vessel to the seamen, the 
company retirc'd to their resjiective lodgings, in 
order to shift their clothes ; and in the evening our 
travellers w ere conducted to the house of their new 
rriend, wdio, with a view of making his invitation 
Lhe more agre(‘able, had assembled to the number 
if tw'cnty or thirty Englishmen, of all ranks and 
iegrees, from the merchant to the periwig-maker's 
[irentice. 

In tile midst of this congregation stood a chafing- 
lish w ith live coals, for the eonvenience of lighting 
dieir pipes, and every individual was accommodated 
I’t'ith a sj)ittirig-hox. There was not a mouth in 
be apartment unfurnished with a tube, so that they 
•esenibled a congregation of chimeras breathing 
iry and smoke ; and oiir gentlemen -were fain to 
mitate their examjile in their own defence. It is 
lot to 1)0 supposed that the conversation w as either 
i^ery sprightly or polite ; the whole entertainment 
>^’as of tile Dutch east, frowzy and ])hleginatic ; 
ind our adventurer, as he returned to his lodging, 
ortiired wdth the headach, and disgusted with 
i\ery eireiimstance of his treatment, cursed the 
lOur in which the doctor had saddled them with 
[uch troublesome eompanioiis. 

Next morning by eight o’clock, these polite Hol- 
anders returned the visit, and, after breakfast, 
itterided their English fri«mds to the house of a 
Person that possessed a very curious cabinet of 
Miriositics, to which they had secured our com- 
mny’s admission. The owner of this collection 
vas a cheesemonger, who received them in a woollen 


nightcap, with straps buttoned under his chin. As 
he understood no language hut his own, he told 
them, by the canal of one of their conductors, that 
he did not make a practice of showing his curiosi- 
ties ; but understanding that they were Englishmen, 
and recommended to his friends, he was content to 
submit them to their perusal. So saying, he led 
them up a dark stair, into a small room, decorated 
with a few paltry figures in plaster of Paris, two or 
three miserable landscapes, the skins of an otter, 
seal, and some fishes stuffed ; and in one corner 
stood a glass case, furnished with newts, frogs, 
liziirds, and serpents, preserved in spirits ; a human 
ftrtiis, a calf with two heads, and about two dozen 
of butterflies pinned upon paper. 

The virtuoso having exhibited these particulars, 
eyed the strangers with a look soliciting admiration 
and applause ; and as he could not perceive any 
sjmiptom of either in their gestures or countenances, 
withdrew ♦a curtain, and displayed a wainscot chest 
of drawers, in which, he gave them to understand, 
was something that would agreeably amuse the 
imagination. Our travellers, regaled with this 
notice, imagined that they would be entertained 
w'ith the sight of some curious medals, or other pro- 
ductions of antiquity ; but how were they disap- 
jiointed, when they saw nothing but a variety of 
shells, disposed in whimsical figures, in each 
draw'er ! After h(‘ had detained them full two hours 
with a t(*dious commentary upon the shape, size, 
and colour of each department, he, with a super- 
cilious simper, desired that the English gentlemen 
w’ould frankly and candidly declare, whether his 
cabinet, or that of Mynheer Sloane, at London, w as 
the most valuable. When this request was signified 
in English to the company, the jiainter instantly 
exclaimed, “By the Lard! they are not to he 
named of a day. And as for that matter, I would 
not give one corner of Saltero’s coffeehouse at 
(Chelsea for all the trash he hath shown.” Pere- 
grine, unwilling to mortify any person who had 
done his endeavour to please him, observed, that 
what he had seen was very curious and entertain- 
ing; but that no private collection in Europe was 
equal to that of Sir Hans Sloams which, exclusive 
of presents, had cost an hundred thousand pounds. 
The two conductors vforc confounded at this asse- 
veration, w hich being communicated to the cheese- 
monger, he shook his head with a significant grin; 
and, though he did not choose to express his in- 
credulity in words, gave our hero to understand, 
that he did not much depend upon his veracity. 

From the house of this Dutch naturalist, they 
were dragged all round the city by the painful 
civility of their attendants, who did not quit them 
fill the evening was well advanced, and then not 
till after they had promised to be with them before 
ten o'clock next day, in order to conduct them to a 
country house, situated in a pleasant village on the 
:)ther side of the river. 

Pickle was already so much fatigued with their 
hospitality, that, for the first time of his life, he 
suffered a dejection of spirits ; and resolved, at any 
rate, to avoid the threatened persecution of to 
morrow. With this view, he ordered his servants 
to pack up some clothes and linen in a portman- 
teau; and in the morning embarked, with his 
governor, in the Treckskuyt, for the Hague, whi- 
ther he pretended to be called by some urgent occa- 
sion, leaving his fellow-travellers to make his 
apology to their friends ; and assuring them, that 
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he would not proceed for AmsterdaTn witlioiit their [all others, had the strangest effect upon the organs 
society, lie arrived at the Hague in the forenoon, of our hero; the dress of their chief personages 
and dined at an ordinary frecjiiented hy officers and was so antic, their manner so awkwardly absurd, 
people of fashion ; where being informed that the and their language so ridicuously unfit for con- 
princess would see company in the evening, he veying the sentiments of love and honour, that 
dressed himself in a rich suit of the Parisian cut. Peregrine’s nerves were diuretically affected with 
and went to court, without any introduction. A the complicated absurdity, and he was eompelled to 
person of his apiiearance coul(l not fail to attract withdraw twenty times before the catastrophe of 
the notice of such a small circle. 'J’he prince him- the piece. 

self, understanding he was an Englishnian and a The subject of this performance was the famous 
stranger, went uj) to liim without ceremony, and, story of Scipio’s continence and virtue, in restoring 
having welcomed him to the place, conversed with the fair captive to her lover. The young llornan 
him for some minutes on the common topics of hero was represented by a broad-faced Patavian, in 
discourse. burgomaster's gown and a fur cap, sitting smoking 


CHAPTER EXV, 

They proceed to the Il.'iffiie, from wlicnce they depart for 
Amsterdam, where they see a Dutch Tragedy— Visit the 
Music house, in which I’engiinc quarrels with the Capta.ii 
of a Man-ol-war- 'I'lu Y pa.^s through llacrlcm, m then 
way to J/eytleii — lletiini to Uotterd.iin, where the Couquny 
separates, and our Hero, with his Attendants ariive in 
safety at Harwich 

Being joined by their fellow-travellers in the 
morning, they made a tour to all the remarkable 
places in this celebrated village ; saw the Fonndery, 
the Stiidtbouse, the Spinhuys, Vauxliall, and (’omit 
Bentincke's gardens, and in the evening went to 
the Erench comedy, which was directed liy a noted 
Harlequin, who bad found means to flatter the 
Dutch taste so elVectually, that they extolled him 
as the greatest actor that ever appeared in llie jiro- 
vince of Holland. This famous company did not 
reiireseiit regular theatrical pieet'S, but only a sort 
of impromplus, in wbieb this noti'd ]>layi'r always 
]H*rformed the gK'alest part of llie entertainment. 
Among other sallies of wit that eseapi'd him, then ^ 
was one eircumst mee so remarkably adajited to the j 
disposition and genius of liis audience, (liat it were 
])ity to pass it over in silence. A wdndwill being 
exhibited on the scene, Harleipiin, after having sur- 
veyed it with curiosity and admiration, asks one 
of the millers the use of that macliiiie ; and being 
told that it was a wdndmill, observes, with some 
concern, that as there was not the least breath of 
wind, he could not have the jileasure of seeing it 
turn round. Urged by this consideration, be puts 
himsiJlf into the att it ude of a ju'rson wrapt in profound 
meditation ; and having eoiitinued a few seconds in 
this posture, runs to the miller with great eagerness 
and joy, and telling him that he had found an ex- 
pedient to make his mill woik, very fairly unbut- 
tons his breeches. Then presenting his posteriors 
to the sails of the maehine, cerlain exjilosions are 
immediately heard, and the arms of the mill begin 
to turn round, to the infinite satisfaction of the 
spectators, vyIio approve the joke with loud jieals 
of applause. 

Our tra\ellers stayed a few' days at the Hague, 
during which the young gentleman waited on the 
Hritish ambassador, to v\hom he was reeonmu wded 
hy his exci'lleney at Paris, and lost about thirty 
guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, who 
decoyed him into the sniiri' by keeping iij) liis game. 
Then they dejiarlt'd in a post- waggon for Amster- 
dam, being provided v\itli letters of introdiietion to 
jin English merelumt residing in that city, under 
whose auspices they visited everything worth see- 
ing, and, among other excursions, went to see 
a Dutch tragedy aided ; an entertainment which, of 


his pipe at a table furnished with a can of beer, a 
drinking glass, and a plate of tobacco. The lady 
was such a person as Scipio might very well be 
supposed to give away, without any great etibrt 
of generosity ; and indeed the Celtibenan prince 
seemed to be of that ojiinion ; for, upon receiving 
her from the hand of the victor, he discovered none 
of tliose transjiorts of gratitude and joy which 
Jjivy describes in recounting this event. 'I'lie Dutcli 
Scipio, however, was complaisant enough in his 
way ; for he desired lier to sit at his right hand, by 
the appellation of Yd jnnv, and with his own lingers 
filling a clean i)i[»e, presented it to IMynlieer Allncio 
the lover. The re^t of the economy of the ])ieei‘ 
was ill the same jaste; wliich was so agreeable to 
the audience, that they seemed to have shaken off 
their natural ))hlegni, in order to applaud the per- 
fornuince. 

From till* ]>lay our company adjourned to the 
house of tlieir friend, where they spent the e\ ening ; 
and the conversation turning upon jioetry, a Duteli- 
man who was present, and understood tin* I'inglisli 
language, having listened very attentively to the 
discourse, lifted up with both hands the greatest 
part of a (’heshire ehei'sc that lay njioii the table, 
saying, “I do know vat is hoeler. ]\IiTie hrofn 
be a great hoet, and ave vrought a hook as dick 
as all dat.” I’ickle, diverted w'illi this method of 
estimating an author according to the (jiianlity of 
his works, iiujuired about the subjects of this bard’s 
writings ; luit of these his brother could give no 
account, or other information, hut that there w as 
little market for I he commodity, which hung heavy 
upon his hands, and induced him to wish he had 
applied himself to another trade. 

The only remarkable scene in Amsterdam, w hich 
our company had not seen, was the Spiiyl or music- 
houses, w'hieh, by the connivance of the magistrates, 
are maintained for tlie recreation of those who 
might attempt tli(> chastity of creditable women, if 
they were not jirovided with such conveniences. 
To one of tliesi* night-liouses did our travellers 
repair, under the conduet of the English merchant, 
and were iiitroduci'd into such another place as the 
ever iiu'morahle coftei'-house of Moll King ; with 
this ditterenee, that the company here were not so 
riotous as the bucks ol‘ Covent (jiarden, hut formed 
themselves into a circle, within which some of the 
mmiher danced to the music of a scurvy organ and 
a few other instruments, that uttered tunes verj 
suitable to the disposition of the hearers, while the 
whole apartment was shrouded with clouds of 
j smoke imperv ious to the view. When our gentle- 
men entered, the floor was occupied hy two females 
j and their gallants, who, in the performance of their 
exercise, lifted their legs like so many oxen at 
' plough ; and the pijic of one of those hoppers 
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happening to be exhausted, in the midst of his 
sarabrand, he very deliberately drew forth his to- 
bacco-box, filling and lighting it again, without any 
interrufrtion to the dance. Peregrine* being un- 
checked by the presence of his governor, who was 
too tender of his own reputation to aUend them in 
this expedition, made up to a sj)rightly Erench girl 
tvlio sat in seeming expectation of a customer, and 
prevailing uj)on her to be his partner, led her into 
he circle, and, in his turn took the opportunity of 
lancing a minuet, to the admiration of all present, 
[le intended to hare exhibited another specimen of 
lis ability in this art, when a captain of a JJutch 
nan-of-war chancing to come in, and seeing a 
itranger engaged with tlie lady whom, it sei*ms, he 
lad bespoke lor his bedfellow, lu* advanced wdth- 
)ut any ceremony, and seizing her by tlie arm, 
lulled her to the other side of the room. Our ad- 
venturer, who w’as not a man to put uj) with such a 
irutal affront, followed the ravisher with indigiia- 
ion in his eyes ; and pushing him on one side, re- 
ook the subject of tlieir contest, and led her back 
o the ])lace from w'benee she Iiad been dragged. 
The Duteliman, enraged at the youth's presumption, 
►heyed the first dictates of his cholcr, and lent his 
ival a hearty box on the ear; whicli was imme- 
liately repaid with interest, before our hero could 
■ecollect himself sullicieiiily to lay his baud upon 
lis sword, and beckon the aggressor to the door. 

Notwithstanding the confusion and disordiT 
vhieli this allair produced in the room, and the eii- 
leavours of i*iekle’s cornjiany, who interposed, in 
»rder to prevent bloodshed, the antagonists reached 
he street ; and Peregrine drawing, was suri>rise<l 
o see the captain advance against him w itli a long 
jiife, which he preferred to the sword that hung 
)y his side. The youth, confounded at this pre- 
losterous behaviour, desired him, in the I'Yeueli 
ongue, to lay aside that vulgar imjilement, an<l ap- 
iroaeh like a gentleman. Hut the Hollander, who 
leither understood the proposal, nor would have 
oniplied with his demand, had he lu-en made 
equainted with his ineaiimg, rushed forward like 
d(‘sperado, before his adversary could put himself 
HI his guard ; and if the young gentleman had not 
>een endued w ith surprising agility, his nose woidd 
lave fallen a sacrifice to the fury of the as- 
ailaiit. Finding himself in such imminent jeo- 
•ardy, he leai)ed to one side, and the Dutelnnan 
lassing him, in the force of liis career, he with one 
imhle kick made such ajipliealion to liis enemj’s 
leels, that he flew' like Iiglitniiig into the canal, 
klicre he had almost perished by pitching upon 
ne of the posts A\ith which it is faced. 

Peregrine having perforim*d tliis exploit, did not 
tay for the cajitaiii’s coming on shore, but retreated 
rith all desjiateli, by the advice of his conductor ; 
nd next day embarked, W'ith his coiiifianions, iii 
he Skuyt, for llaerlcni, where they dined ; and in 
he evening arrived at the ancient city of Li'yden, 
I’here ll ey met ANith some English students, who 
r(‘ated them Avitli great hospitality. Not hut that 
he harmony of tin* conversation was that same 
.ight inter vupted by a dispute that arose betwetm 
neoftliose young geiitliMien and tlie physician, 
bout the cold and hot methods of prescription in 
lie gout and rheuinatism ; and proceeded to such 
degree of mutual reviling, that ifickle, ashamed 
lid nieeused at his fellow-traveller’s want of urba- 
lity, espoused the other’s cause, and openly relmkeil { 
lim for his unmannerly petulance, which, he said, i 


rendered him unfit for the purposes, and unworthy 
of the benefit, of society. This unexpected decla- 
ration overwhelmed the doctor with amazement 
and confusion ; he as instantaneously deprived ot 
his speech, and, during the remaining jiart of tlie 
jiarty, sat in silent mortification. In all probabi- 
lity, he deliberated w ith himself, whether or not he 
should expostulate with the young geiitlemafi ou 
the freedom he had taken with his character in a 
company of strangers ; but as ho knew he had not 
a Tallet to deal with, he very prudently suppressed 
that suggestion, and, in sec’Vt, chewed the cud of 
resentment. 

i\fter they had visited the physic-garden, the 
university, the anaiomical hall, and every other 
thing tliat was recommended to their view, they 
rcturiM'd to Jvotterdain, and held a consultation 
upon the method of transporting themsehes to 
England. The doctor, who»e grudge against i*ere- 
griue was rather inflamed than aliased by our 
hero’s indiffereiiee and neglect, had tampered with 
the simplicity of the })aiiiler, Avho was proud of his 
advances towards a ])i‘rfeet reconciliation, and now 
took the opportunity of jiartiiig w ith our adventurer, 
by dcidaring that be and bis friend j\Jr. Pallet w ere 
resolved to take their passage in a trading sloop, 
after lu* had heard Een'gnne object against that 
tedious, disagreeable, and uncertain method of con- 
veyance. I’lekle immediately saw' his intention, 
and, without Uhiiig the least argument to dissuade 
them from their design, or exiiressiiig the smallest 
degree of concern at their separation, very coolly 
Avished them a prosperous voyage, and ordered his 
baggage to be sent to llelvoetsluys. There he 
himself, and liis retinue, went on board of the packet 
next day, and, by the favour of a fair wdnd, in 
eighteen hours arri\ed at Harwich. 


CllAPTEIi LXVI. 

l*ercgriiu* delivers Ins Letters of JteponnnendHtion at Lon- 
don, .ind return-, to the Cianison to the unspeakable joy of 
the Coiimiodore and his whole family. 

Now, that our hero found himself on English 
ground, liis heart dilated with the proud recollec- 
tion of bis oAvn improATment since lie left his natn'c 
sod. He hegaii to recognise the interesting ideas 
of Ins tender jears; he enjoyed, by antieijialion, 
the pleasure of seeing liis friends iu the garrison, 
after an ahsenee of eighteen months ; and the image 
of his eharming Emil}, which otlii'r less Avorthy 
coTi.sidcrations had dcpre.ssed, resumed the full jios- 
session of his breast. He remeiiibereil, Avith shame, 
that he had neglected the eorrespondeuee with her 
brother, which he himself had solicited, and in 
eonsequenee of Avhieli lie had received a letter I'rom 
that }()img gentleman, while he lived at Tans. In 
sjiite of these eonseientious retleetioiis, lie was too 
self-sufficient to think he should find aii} difiiculty 
in obtaining forgiveness for such sms of omission ; 
and began to imagine that bis jiasslon would be 
prejudicial to the dignity of liis situation, if it could 
not he gratified upon terms aaIiicIi formerly his 
imagination durst not conceive. 

Sorry J am, that the task 1 have undertaken, 
husiiie under the necessity of divulging this dege- 
neracy in the sentiments of our imperious joiith, 
Avho was now in the heyday of his blood, flushed 
with the coiisciousuess of his own ijiialifieation.s, 
vain of his fortune, and elated on the A\inffs ol 
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imaginary expectation. Though he was deeply en- 
amoured of Miss Gauntlet, he was far from proposing 
her heart as the ultimate aim of his gallantry, which, 
he did not doubt, would triumph over the most 
illustrious females of the land, and at once regale 
his appetite and ambition. 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appear- 
ance at the garrison equally surprising and agree- 
able, he cautioned Mr. Jolter against writing to the 
commodore, who had not heard ol’ them since their 
departure from Paris, and hired a post-chaise and 
horses, for London. The governor, going out to 
give orders about the carriage, inadvertently left a 
paper book open upon the table , and his pupil, 
casting his eyes upon the page, chanced to read I 
these words : “ Sept. IT). Arrived in safety, by the 
blessing of God, in tliis unhappy kingdom of 
England. And thus concludes the journal of my 
last peregrination.” Peregrine’s curiosity being 
inflamed by this extraordinary conclusion, he 
turned to the beginning, and perused several sheets 
of a diary such as is commonly kept by that 
class of i)eople known by the denomination of 
travelling governors, for the satisfaction of them- 
selves and the parents or guardians of their ])upils, 
and for the edification and entertainment of their 
friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. 
Joker’s performance, we shall transcribe the trans- 
actions of one day, as he had recorded them ; and 
that abstract will be a sufficient specimen of the 
whole plan and execution of the work. 

“ May 3. — At eight o’clock, set out from Boulogne 
in a post-chaise — the morning hazy and cold. For- 
tified my stomach with a cordial. Recommended 
ditto to Mr. J*. as an antidote against the fog. 
Mem. He refused it. The hither horse greased in 
the ofl:-pastern of the hind leg. Arrived at Samers. 
Mem. This last was a post and a half, i. e. three 
leagues, or nine Hnglish miles. The day clears 
up. A fine champaign country, well stored with 
corn. The postillion says his prayers in jiassing by 
a wooden crucifix upon the road. Mem. The horses 
staled in a small lirook that runs in a bottom, be- 
twixt two hills. Arrive at C'ormont. A common 
jiost. A dispute with ray pupil, who is obstinate, 
and swayed by an unlucky prejudice. Proceed 
to Montreuil, where we dine on choice pigeons. 
A very moderate charge. No chamber-pot in the 
room, oMong to the negligence of the maid. This 
is an ordinary jiost. Set out again for Nainpont. 
Troubled with flatulencies and indigestion. Mr. P. 
is sullen, and seems to mistake an eructation for 
the breaking of wind backwards. From Narapont 
depart for Bernay, at which place we arrive in the 
evening, and ])roj)ose to .stay all night. N.B. The 
two last are double posts, and our cattle very wil- 
ling, though not strong. Sup on a delicate ragout 
and excellent partridges, in coinjiany with Mn H. 
and his sjiouse. Mem. The said 11. trod ui>on my 
corn by mistake. Discharge the hill, which is not 
very reasonable. Dispute wdth Mr. F. about giving 
money to the servant, lie insi.sts u])ou my giving 
a twenty-four sols piece, which is too much by two- 
thirds, in all con.science. N.B. She was a pert 
baggage, and did not deserve a liard.” 

()ur hero was so much disobliged with certain 
eircunistances of this amusing and instructing jour- 
nal, that, hy way of puuisliiug the author, he inter- 
lined these words betwixt two paragraphs, in a 
manner that exactly resembled the tutor’s hand- 


writing : — “ Mem. Had the pleasure of drinking 
myself into a sweet intoxication, by toasting our 
lawful king, and his royal family, among some 
worthy English fathers of the {Society of Jesus.” 

Having taken this revenge, he set out for Lon- 
don, where he waited upon those noblemen to whom 
he had letters of recomnumdation from Paris ; and 
was not only graciously received, but even loaded 
with caresses and proffers of service, because they 
understood he was a young gentleman of fortune, 
who, far from standing in need of their counte- 
nance or assistance, would make an useful and 
creditable addition to the number of their adhe- 
rents. He had the honour of dining at their tables, 
in consequence of pressing invitations, and of 
spending several evenings with the ladies, to whom 
he was particularly agreeable, on account of his 
person, address, and bleeding freely at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, bethought 
it was high time to jiay his respects to his generous 
benefactor, the commodore ; and, accordingly, de- 
parted one morning, with his train, for the garrison, 
at which he arrived in safety the Siime night. 
When he entered the gate, which was opened by 
a new servant that did not know him, he found his 
old friend, Ilatcliway, stalking in the yard, with a 
night-cap on his lioad, and a pipe in his mouth ; 
and, advancing to him, took him by the hand be- 
fore he had any intimation of his approach. The 
lieutenant, thus saluted by a stranger, stared at him 
in silent astonishment, till he recollected his fea- 
tures, which were no sooner known, than, dashing 
the pipe upon the pavement, he exclaimed, “ Smile 
my cross-trees ! th’art welcome to ])ort and hug- 
ged him in his arms with great affection. He then, 
hy a cordial squeeze, expressed his satisfaction at 
seeing his old shifmiate, Tom, who, applying his 
whistle to his mouth, the whole castle echoed with 
his performance*. 

The servants, hearing the well-known sound, 
])oured out in a tumult of joy ; and, understanding 
that their young master was returned, raised such 
a peal of acclamation, as astonislied the commodore 
and his lady, and inspired Julia with such an inte- 
resting presage, that lier heart began to tlirob with 
violence, lliinning out in the hurry and pertur- 
bation of her hope, she was so much overwhelmed 
at sight of her brother, that she actually fainted in 
his arms. But from this 1 ranee she soon awaked ; 
ami I’ercgriue, having testified his pleasure and 
affection, went up stairs, and presented himself 
before his godfather and aunt. hlrs. 'rrumiion I'ose 
and received him w^ith a gracious embrace, blessing 
God for his happy return from a land of impiety 
and vice, in which she hoped his morals had not 
been corruyited, nor his principles of religion altered 
or iniywiired. The old gentleman being confined to 
his chair, was struck dumb with pleasure at his 
appearance ; and, having made divers ineffectual 
efforts to get up, at length discharged a volley of 
curses against his own limbs, and held out his hand 
to his godson, who kissed it with great respect. 

After he had finished his apostrophe to the gout, 
wdiich w*as tlie daily and hourly subject of his exe- 
crations, “Well, my lad,” said he, “I care not 
how soon T go to the bottom, now I behold thee 
safe in harbour again ; and yet 1 tell a d — n’d lie. 

I would I could keep afloat until 1 should see a lusty 
hoy of thv begetting. Odds my timbers ! I love 
thee so well, that I believe thou art the spawn of 
my ew n body ; though I can give no account of 
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tliy being put upon the stocks.” Then, turning his 
eye upon Pipes, who by this time had penetrated 
into his apartment, and addressed him with the 
usual salutation of, “ What cheer ?” “ A-hey,” 
cried he, “ are you there, you herring-faced son of 
a sea-calf? What a slippery trick you played your 
old commander I But come, you dog, there’s my 
fist ; I forgive you, for the love you bear to my 
godson. Gt), man your tackle, and hoist a cask of 
strong beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and 
put a pump in it, for the use of all my servants and 
neighbours ; and, d’ye hear, let the partereroes be 
tired, and the garrison illuminated, as rejoicings for 
the safe arrival of your master. By the Lord ! if I 
had the use of these d — n’d shambling shanks, I 
would dance a hornpipe with the best of you.” 

The next object of his attention was Mr. .Toiler, 
who was honoured with particular marks of dis- 
tinction, and the rcjieated promise of enjoying the 
Jiving in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the care 
and discretion with which he had superintemded 
the education and morals of our hero. The gover- 
nor was so afiected by the generosity of his patron, 
that the tears ran down his eln'cks, while he ex- 
pressed his gratitude, and the infinite satisfaction 
he felt in contemplating the accoinpUslnneiits of 
his pupil. 

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the orders he 
had received. I’he beer was produced, the gates 
were thrown open for the admission of all comers, 
the whole house was lighted uj), and the partereroes 
were discliarged in repeated ’^olle\^. Such phe- 
nomena could not fail to attract the notua* of the 
neighbourhood. The club at 'J’unley’s were asto- 
nished at the rejiort of the guns, which jiroduced 
various conjectures among the members of that 
sagacious society. The landlord observed, that, 
in all likelihood, the commodore was visited by 
nobgoblius, and ordered the guns to be fired in 
token of distress, as he had acted twenty years 
before, when be was annoyed by the same gri(‘v- 
ance. The exeisi'inan, with a Avaggisb sneer, ex- 
jiressed his apprehension of dViinmon’s death, in 
eonseqiieriee of whieli tin* partereroes might be dis- 
eharged willi an eijiiivoeal intent, either as signals 
of his lady’s sorrow or rejoicing. 'I’lie attorney 
signified a suspicion of Jlalelnvay’s bi'ing married 
to Miss Pickle, and that the firing and illuminations 
were in honour of the nuptials ; upon which Ga- 
maliel discovered some faint signs of emotion, and, 
taking the pipe from his mouth, gaA"e it as his opi- 
nion, that his sister was brought to bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze of 
their own imaginations, a company of countrymen, 
who sat drinking in tlie kitchen, and whose legs 
were more ready than their invention, sallied out 
to know th<‘ meaning of these exhibitions. Under- 
standing that there was a butt of strong beer 
a-broach in the yard, to whieli they were invited 
by the servants, they saved themselves the trouble 
and (‘xpense of returning to spend the evening at 
the jmblic house, and listed themselves under the 
banner of Tom Pipes, who presided as director of 
this festival. 

The news of Peregrine’s return being com- 
miiriieated to the jiarisli, the parson, and three or 
four neighbouring crentlemen, who were wellwishcrs 
to our hero, immediately repaired to the garrison, 
in order to pay their comjdiiiients on this happy 
event, and were detained to supp(‘r. An elegant 
entertainment was prcjiared by the direction of 
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Miss Julia, who was an excellent housewife ; and 
the commodore was so invigorated with joy, that he 
seemed to have renewed his age. 

Among those who honoured the occasion with 
their presence was Mr. Clover, the young gentle- 
man that made liis addresses to l^eregrine’s sister. 
His heart was so big with his passion, tliaf, while 
the rest of the company were engrossed by their 
cups, he seized an opportunity of oiir hero’s being 
detached from the conversation, and, in the im- 
patience of his love, conjured him to consent to his 
happiness ; protesting, that he would comply with 
any tenns of s(*ttlement that a man of his fortune 
<‘oidd embrace, in favour of a young lady who Avas 
absolute mi.stress of his atfection. 

Our youth tlianked him very politely for his 
fuA'oiirable sentiments and honourable intention 
[ towards his si.ster, and told him, that at jircseut lie 
saw no reason to obstruct his desire; that lie 
Avould consult J ulia’s own inclinations, and confer 
with liim about the means of gratifying his M'isli ; 
but, in the m(*an time, begged to be excused from 
discussing any point of such importance to them 
both. Reminding him of the jovial purpose on 
which they Avere hajipily met, he promoted such a 
quick eireiilatiou of the bottle, that their mirth 
grew noisy and obstreperous; they broke forth 
into rep(“ated peals of laughter, without any pre- 
vious incitement except that of claret. These 
explosions Avere succeeded by Bacchanalian songs, 
in which the old gentleman himself attempted to 
bear a share ; the sedate governor snapped time 
with his fingers, and the parish priest assisted in 
the chorus with a most expressive nakedness of 
eountonance. Before midnight they were abnost 
all pinned to their chairs, as if they had been 
fixed by the power of enchantment ; and, what 
rendered the eonfinement still more unfortunate, 
every servant in the house was in the same situation ; 
so that they were fain to take their repose as they 
sat, and nodded at each other like a congregation 
of Anabaptists. 

Next day Peregrine communed with bis sister 
on tlie subject of her match Avith Mr. Clover, 
Avho, she told him, had offered to settle a jointure 
of four hundred ])ounds, and take her to wife 
Avithout any exjiectation t)f a doAvry. Slic more- 
over gave him to understand, that, in his absence, 
she had received several messages from her mother, 
commanding her to return to her father s house ; 
blit that she had refused to obey these orders, hy 
the advice and injunction of her aunt and the 
commodore, which were indeed seconded by her 
own inclination ; because she bad all tlie reason in 
tlie world to believe, that her mother only wanted 
an opportunity of treating her with severity and 
rancour. Thii resentment of tliat lady had been 
carried to such indi'cent lengths, that, seeing her 
daugliter at church one day, slie rose up, before the 
parson entered, and reviled lier A^ ith great bitter- 
ness, in tlie face of the wdiole congregation. 

CHAPTER LXVII. 

Sees his Sister happily married— Visits Emilia, who receives 
him aceordinR to his Deserts. 

Her brother being of oyiinion, that Mr. Clover’s 
proposal was not to be iK'gleeted, especially as 
.Julia's heart wuis engaged in his favour, eom- 
munieated the affair to his uncle, who, with the 
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approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared liimsclf 
■well satisfied with the young man’s addresses, and 
desired that they miglit be buckled with all ex- 
edition, without the knowledge or concurrence of 
er parents, to whom (on account of their unnatural 
barbarity) she was not bound to pay the least 
regard. Though our adventurer entertained the 
same sentiments of tlie matter, and the lover, 
dreading some obstruction, earnestly begged the 
iiinnediatc condescension of liis mistress, she could 
not be prevailed upon to take such a material step, 
without having first solicited tlie jiermission of her 
father, resolved, nevertheless, to comply with the 
dictates of her own heart, should his objections be 
frivolous or unjust. 

Urged by tliis determination, her admirer waited 
upon Mr. Gamidiel at the public-house, and, with 
the ajjpearance of great deference and respect, 
made him acquaint'd with his affection for his 
daughter, comnumicatod the particulars of his 
fortune, w'ith the terms of settlement he was ready 
to make ; and in conclusion told him, that he would 
marry her without a portion. This last offer seemed 
to Iiave some weight with the father, who received 
it with civility, and promised in a day or two to 
favour him with a final answer to Ii is demand. Tie, 
aceordingly, that same evening consulted liis wife, 
who being exasperated at liu' prosju'Ct of her 
daughters iiidej)endeney, argued with the most 
virulent expostulation against the match, as an 
mipiident sclieine of her own planning, with a view 
of insulting her parents, tow'ards whom she had 
already been guilty of the most vieious disobedieiiee. 
In short, she used such rernoustrances, as not only 
averted this weak husband’s inclination from the 
proposal which he had relished before, but even 
instigated him to apply for a warrant to appreh(*nd 
his daughter, on the supposition that she was about 
to bestow herself in marriage without his privity 
or consent. 

The justice of peace to whom this application 
■was made, though he could not refuse the order, 
yet, being no stranger to the malevolence of the 
mother, which, together with Gamaliers siiiqilieity, 
was notorious in the county, he sent an intimation 
ot what had happened to the garrison ; upon which 
a couple of sentinels were placed on the gate, and 
at the pressing solicitation of the lover, as well as 
the desire of the commodore, her brother, and 
aunt, Julia was wedded without further delay ; the 
ceremony being ])erformed by ]\Ir. Jolter, because 
the parish priest prudently declined any occasion 
of giving offence, and the curate was too much in 
the interest ot their enemies to be employed in 
that office. 

This domestic concern being settled to the satis- 
faciion of our hero, he cscorteil her next day to the 
house of lier husband, Avho immediately wrolt* a 
letter to her fatlier, declaring his reasons for having 
thus superseded his authority; and Mrs. Tickle’s 
mortification was unsjieakable. 

That the new married couple might he guarded 
against all insult, our young gentleman and his 
friend Ilatehwu}, with ilieir adherents, lodged in 
JMr. (Dover’s house for some weeks ; during which 
they visited their aeijuaintance in the neighbourhood, 
according to custom. When tbe tranquillity of their 
family was jierfectly established, and the contract 
of marriage executed in tbe pn .senee of the old 
commodore and bit, ladv, who gave her i/ieee ti\e 
hundred ])ouii(ls to purchase jewels and clothes, 


Mr. Peregrine could no longer restrain his im 
patience to see his dear Emily ; and told his uncle, 
that next day he jiroposed to ride across the country, 
in order to visit his friend Gauntlet whom he had 
not heard of for a long time. 

The old gentleman, looking stedfastly in his face, 
“Ahl d — n your cunning !” said he, “1 find the 
anchor holds fast ! I did suppose as how you would 
have slj])t your cable, and changed your berth ; 
but, I see, when a young fellow^ is once brought up 
by a pretty w cneb, he may man bis ca])stans and 
viol block, if he wool ; but lie’ll as soon heave up 
the Pike of Teucriffe, as bring his anchor a-weigh ! 
Odds lieartlikins ! had 1 known the young woman 
was jNed Gauntlet’s daughter, 1 shouldn’t have 
thrown out signal for leaving off chase.” 

Our adventurer was not a little surprised to hear 
the eommodore talk in this style ; arul immediately 
conjectured that his friend Godfrey had informed 
him of the whole affair. Instead of listening to 
this ajiprobatioii of his flame, with those transports 
<d’ joy w hieh he would have felt, had he retained 
his former sentiments, he was chagrined at Trun- 
nion's deelnratioTi, and offended at the jiresumption 
of the young soldier, in presuming to disclose the 
secret with wdiieh he had intrusted him. Redden- 
ing ivith these reflections, he assured the commo- 
dore that he never had serious thoughts of 
matrimony ; so that, if any person had told him he 
was under any engagement of that kind, he bad 
abused bis ear; for he protested that he would 
never contract such atfaclimeiits ■without bis know- 
ledge and express permission. 

Trunnion comnu'uded him for his prudent reso- 
lution, and observed, that, though no person men- 
tioned to him what promises had piussed betwixt 
him and his sweetheart, it was very jilain that he 
had made lovi* to her, and therefore it was to be 
.supposed that his intentions were honourable ; for 
he could not believe be was such a rogue in his 
heart, as to endeavour to dehaiieh the daughter of 
a brave officer, who had served his country with 
credit and reputation. Notwithstanding this re- 
monstrance, which Pickle imputed to the commo- 
dore’s ignorance of the world, he set out for llic 
habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, wdth the unjustifiable 
sentiinents of a man of pleasure, who sacrifices 
every consideration to the desire of Ids ruling appe- 
tite ; and, as Winchester lay in bis wa 5 % resolved 
to visit some of his friends who lived in tliat ])laee. 

Jt was in the house of one of these that he w'as in- 
formed of Emilia’s being then in town with her 
niother ; upon which lie exeu.sed himself from stay- 
ing to drink tea, and immediately rejiaired to their 
lodgings, according to the directions he had received. 

When 111' arrived at the door, instead of under- 
going that jierturbation of spirits, which a lover in 
liis interesting situation might ho supposed to feel, 
he suffered no emotion but tliat of vanity and pride, 
favoured with an opportunity of self-gratification, 
and entered liis Emilia’s apartment wiih tbe air of 
a eoTieeited ])etit-maitre, rather than that of the 
respectful admirer, when be visits the object of his 
passion, after an absence of seventeen months. 

The young lady, liaving been very much dis- 
obliged at his mortifying neglect of her brother’s 
letter, had summoned all her own pride and reso- 
bition to her aid; and, by means of a happy 
disposition, so fur overcame her chagrin at his in- 
differenee, that she was able to behave in his jire- 
sence with apparent tranquillity and ease. She 
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was even pleased to And he hud, by accident, chosen 
a time for his visit when she was surrounded by 
two or three yoiiu" f?cntlonien, who professed them- 
selves her admirers. Our pjallimt was no sooner 
announced, than she collected all her coquetry, put 
on the gayest air she could assume, and coutrived 
to giggle just as he ap])eared at the rooiii door. 
The coin[)liraents of salutation being ])(‘rformed, .she 
welcomed him to England in a carele.ss manner, 
asked Ihe news of Paris, and, before he could malv(‘ 
any re()ly, desired one of the other gentlemen to 
proceed willi the sequel of that comical adven- 
ture, in the relation of which he had been in- 
terrupted. 

l\*regrinesmiled withinhimself at this behaviour, 
ivhieh, without all doubt, he believed she had af- 
ected to punish him for his luikiiid siU nce while 
1C was abroad, being fully jxTsuaded that her heart 
vas absolutely at his devotion. On this supposition, 
le practised his Parisian improvements on the art 
if conversation, and uttered a thousand prettinesses 
11 the way of conqiliment, with sueli incredible 
otation of tongue, that his rivals were struck dumb 
rith astonishment, and Emilia fretted out of all 
emjier, at seeing herself ileprivod of the jireroga- 
ive of the sex. He persisted, however, in this 
urprisiiig locpiacity, until the rest of the company 
liought proper to withdraw, and then contracted 
is discourse into the focus of love, which now put 
n a very different apjieavance from that which it 
ad formerly worn. Insti'ad of awful veneration, 
'hich her prescnei* used to inspire, that chastity of 
mtimeiil, and delicacy of expression, he now gazed 
jion her with the eyes of a libertine, he glowed 
mb the impatience of desire, talked in a strain 
lat barely kept within tlic bounds of decency, and 
ttempted tn suatcli such lavours, as she, in the 
md(‘rness of mutual acknowledgment, bud once 
ouchsafed to bestow. 

Grieved and offended as she was, at this palpable 
Iteration in his carriage, she disdained to remind 
im of Ills former deportment, and, with dissembled 
!)od humour, rallied him on the progress he had 
lade in gallantry and addre.ss. Put, far from sub- 
litting to the liberties he would have taken, she 
ept her person sacred from liis toueli, and would 
at even suffer him to ravish a kiss of her fair 
ind ; so that he reaped no other advantage from 
le exercise of his talents, during this interview, 
Iiicli lasted a whole hour, than that of knowing 
3 had overrated his own importance, and that 
mily's heart was not a garrison likely to surrender 
. discretion. 

At length his addresses were interrupted hy the 
'rival of the mother, who had gone abroad to visit 
Y herself; and the conversation becoming more 
mcral, he understood that Godfrey was at Lon- 
Jii, soliciting for a lieutenancy that had fallen 
leant in the regiment to which he belonged ; and 
lat Miss Sophy was at home with her father. 
Though our adventurer had not met with all the 
iccess lie expected by his first visit, he did not 
"Spair of reducing the fortress, believing that in 
me there would be a mutiny in bis favour, and 
’cordingly carried on the sit‘ge for several days, 
itliout profiting by his perseveranoe ; till, at 
ngth, having attended the ladies to their owm 
>use in the country, ho began to look upon this 
Iventure as time misspent, and resolved to discon- 
Que his attack, in hopes of meeting with a more 
vourable occasion ; being, in the meantime, am- 


bitious of displaying, in a higher sjihcre, those 
qualifications which his vanity told him were at 
present misapplied. 

CHAPTER LXVIIT. 

He attends his Unc le with ffreat Artection during a fit oi 

Illness-Sets out again for London — Meets with his Friend 

(Jodirey, who is prevailed upon toareonipany him to Uatli; 

on the Hoad to w'liich jilacc* +lH‘y chance to Dine with a 

Pcison w'lio entertains them with a curious Account of a 
certain Coiiipany of Adventurers. 

Thus determined, he took leave of Emilia and her 
mother, on pretence of going to London upon some 
urgent business, and returned to the garrison, leav- 
ing the good old lady very much concerned, and 
the daughter incensed at his Ix'haviour, whieh was 
the more unexpected, because Godfrey had told 
them that the eonimodore approved of his nephew's 
passion. 

Giir adventurer found his uncle so ill of the 
gout, which, for the first time, had taken possession 
of his stomach, that his life was in imminent danger, 
and the whole family in disorder. He therefore 
took the reins of government in his own hands, sent 
for all the phjsieians in the neighbourhood, and 
attended him in person wdth the most affectionate 
care, during the whole fit, which lasted a fortnight, 
and tlien retired before the strength of his eoii- 
stitution. 

When the old gentleman recovered his liealth, 
he was so peiu'trated with Peregrine’s beliavionr, 
that he actually wmuld have made over to him his 
whole fortune, and deiieiided upon him for his ow ii 
subsistence, had not our youth oiqiosed the execu- 
tion of the deed with all his influence and might, 
ami even persuaded him to make a will, in wdiieh 
his friend Hatchway, and all Ins otht‘r adherents, 
were liberally remembered, and bis aunt jirovided 
for on her own terms. This material jioint beinp, 
settled, he, with his uncle’s jiermission, departed 
for London, after having seen the family affairs 
established under tin* direction and administration 
of Mr. Jolter and the lieutenant ; for, bj this time, 
Mrs. Trunnion was wholly occupied with her 
spiritual concerns. 

On his first arrival at London, he sent a card to 
the lodgings of Gauntlet, in consequence of a di- 
rection from his mother; and that >onng gentle- 
man waited on him next morning, though not w itli 
that alacrity of countenance and w’armth of frieiifl- 
ship which might have been expected from the 
intimacy of tlieir former connexiuii. Mor w.is 
Peregrine liimself actuated by the same niireserved 
affection for the soldier which be bad formerly 
enteidained. Godfrey, over and above the offence 
be had taken at Pickle’s omission in point of cor- 
responding with liim, had been informed, by a letter 
from his mother, of the youth's cavalier beliaviour 
to Emilia, during bis last residence at Winchester; 
and our young genthmian, as wi‘ have already ob- 
served, was disgusted at the supposed discovery 
which the soldier had made in his absence to the 
oomraodore. The} pereeive.l their mutual umbrage 
at meeting, and received each other w'ith that civi- 
lity of reserve whicli commonly happens betw een 
two jiersons whose friendship is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the otlier’s 
(lisplea.sure ; and, in order to vindicate his own 
character, after the first eompliments were jiassed, 
took the opportuiiil\, on inquiring after the health 
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of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, that, wlule he 
tarried at the garrison, on his return tVoin Dover, the 
subject of the conversation, one night, happening 
to turn on our hero’s passion, the old gentleman 
IumI expressed his concern about that affair; and, 
among other observations, said, he supposed the 
object of his love was some paltry hussy, whom he 
liad picked up when he was a boy at school. Upon 
which, Mr. Ilatchway assured him, that she was a 
young woman of as good alamily as any in the county ; 
and, after having j)re[)ossesse(l him in her favour, 
ventured, out of the zeal ol‘ liis friendship, to tell 
who she was. Wherefore, the discovery was not 
to he imputed to any other cause ; and he hoped 
Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all share in the 
transaction. 

Peregrine was very well pleased to be thus un- 
deceived ; his eoimtenauce immediately cleared up, 
the formality of his behaviour relaxed into his usual 
familiarity ; he askt'd pardon for his unmannerly 
neglect of (Godfrey’s letter, wdiich, he protested, was 
not owing to any disregard, or abatement of friend- 
ship, but to a hurry ot‘ jouthful engagements, in 
consequence of which he had procrastinated his 
answer from time to time, until he was ready to 
return in person. 

'riie young soldier was contented with this apo- 
logy ; and, as I’ickle’s intention, w ith resjiect to 
his sister, was still dubious and undeclared, he did 
not think it was incumbent upon him, as yet, to ex- 
press any resentment on that score; but was wise 
enough to foresee, that the renewal of his inti- 
macy with our young gentleman might he the 
means of reviving that flame w hieh had been dis- 
sipated by a variety of new ideas. With those senti- 
ments, he laid aside all reserve, and their coinmuni- 
catioii resumed its former channel. l^Tegrine made 
him acijuainted with all the adventures in which he 
had been engaged since their jiarting ; and he, with 
the sameeonfldenee, related the remarkable incidents 
of his own fate; among other things, giving him 
to understand, that, ujion obtaining a eommission in 
the army, the father of his dear Sojiby, without 
once inquiring about tlie occasion of his promotion, 
had not only favoured him witli his eouiitenanee in 
a nmcli greater degree than heretofore, hut also 
contributed his interest, and even promised the 
assistance of iiis purse, in })rocuring for him a 
lieutenancy, wdiieh he was then soliciting with all 
his power ; w hereas, if he had not been enabled, by 
a most accidental jiieee of good fortune, to lift him- 
self into the sjihere of an officer, lu' had all the 
reason in the world to helievt' that this gentleman, 
and all tlie rest of his wealthy relations, would liave 
suffered him to languish in obscurity and distress ; 
and by turning his misfortune into re])roacli, made 
it a plea for their own want of generosity and 
friendship. 

Peregrine, understanding the situation of his 
friend's affairs, would have aecoirimodated him 
upon the instant with a sum to accelerate the 
pussag(‘ of his commission through the offices ; hut, 
being too well acquainted with his scrupulous dispo- 
sition, to manifest his benevolence in that manner, 
he found means to introduce himself to one of the 
gentlemen of the war office, w ho was so well satis- 
fled with the arguments used in behalf of his friend, 
that (jodfrey’s business was transacted in a very 
few days, though he himself knew nothing of his 
interest being thus reinforced. 

By this time, the season at Bath was begun ; and 


our hero, panting with the desire of distinguishing 
himself at tliat resort of the fashionable world, 
communicated his design of going thither to his 
friend Godfrey, whom he importuned to accompany 
him in the excursion ; and leave of absence from 
his regiment being obtained by the influence of 
Peregrine’s new quality friends, the two companions 
departed from London in a post-chaise, attended, as 
usual, by the valet-de-ehainbre and Pipes, w'ho were 
become almost as necessary to our adventurer as 
any tw o of his owm organs. 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, God- 
frey perceived a person walking by himself in the 
y^ard, with a very pensive air, and, upon observing 
him more narrowly, recognised liim to lie a pro- 
fessed gamester, whom he had formerly known at 
''J'linbridge. On the strength of this ae(iuaintance, 
he accosted the peripatetic, who knew him imme- 
diately ; and, in the fulness of his grief and vexa- 
tion, told him, that he was now on his return from 
Bath, w here he had been stri}>ped by a comjiau y of 
sharpers, who resented that he should presume to 
trade upon his ow n bottom. 

lVregriiu‘, wdio was extremely curious iu his 
inquiries, imagining that lie might learn s()nu‘ (“ii- 
t(‘rtaining and useful anecdotes from this artist, 
invited him to dinner, and w^as accordingly fully 
informed of all the political systems at Bath, 
lie Understood that there was at London one great 
company of adv(‘nturers, avIjo employed agents in 
all the differmit branches of imposition throughout 
the Avhole kingdom of England, allowing these 
ministers a certain proportion of the profits accruing 
from their industry and skill, :ind reserving the 
greatest share for the benefit of the common stock, 
which was chargeable with the expense of fitting 
out individuals in their various pursuits, as well as 
with till! loss sustained in the -course of their ad- 
ventures. Some, whose jiersons and qualifications 
are by the eonqiany judged adeijuate to the task, 
exert their talents in making love to ladies of for- 
tune, being accommodated with money and accou- 
trements for that purpose, after having given their 
honds pay able to one or otluT of tlie directors, on 
the day of marriage, for certain sums, proportioned 
to the dowries they are to receive. Others, versed 
ill the doctrine of chances, and certain secret ex- 
])edients, freijuent all those places where games of 
liazard are allowed ; and such as are masters in tlu* 
arts of billiards, tennis, and howls, are eoiilinually 
lying iuwait, in all the scenes of these diversions, 
for the ignorant and unwary. A fourth class 
altend horse races, being skilled in those mysterious 
f)rac‘tiees by Avliieh the knowing ones arc taken in. 
Nor is this community unfurnished with those 
who lay wanton wives and old rich widows umh'r 
eoulribntion, and extort money, by prostituting 
theinsi'lves to the embraces of their owui sex, and 
then threatening their admirers wdlh prosecution. 
But their most important returns are made by that 
body of then* undertakers who exercise their under- 
standings in the innumerahle stratagems of the 
card table, at wdiieh no sliarper can be too infamous 
to be received, and even caressed by persons of the 
highest rank and distinction. Among other ar- 
ticles of intelligence, our young gentleman learnc^d, 
tliat those agents, by whom their guest was broke, 
and ex})elled from Bath, had constituted a bank 
against all sporUTs, and monopolized the advantage 
in all soi’ts of play. lie then told Gauntlet, that, if 
he would put hiiiibelf under his direction, he would 
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return with them, and lay such a scheme as would 
infallibly ruin the whole society at billiards, as be 
knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his know- 
ledge of that game. 

The soldier excused himself from engaging in 
any party of that kind; and after dinner the 
travellers parted ; but, as the conversation between 
the two friends turned upon the information they 
had received, Peregrine i)rojected a plan for punish- 
ing those viilanous pests of society, who prey upon 
their fellow-creatures ; and it was put in execution 
by Gauntlet in the following manner. 

CHAPTER LXTX. j 

fjoclfrcy executes a Scheme at Bath, by which a whole Com- 
pany of Sharpers is ruined. 

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, Godfrey, 
who bad kept liiiuself up all day for that purpose, 
went in boots to the billiard table ; and, two gen- 
tlemen being at play, began to bet wdth so little 
apj)earance of judgiiieiit, that one of the adven- 
turers then present w-as inflamed with the desire of 
profiting by his inexperience ; and, when the tabli* 
was vacant, invited him to take a gaim* for amuse- 
ment. 'rhe soldier, assuming the air of a self- 
conceited dupe, answered, that he did not choose 
to throw away bis time for nothing, but, if he 
pleased, would piddle for a crown a game. This 
declaration was very agreeable to the other, who 
w'anted to be further confirmed in the opinion li(‘ 
Jiad conceived of the stranger, before he would 
play for any thing of eonseiiuence. The jiarty 
being accciited, Gauntlet put off his coat, and, be- 
ginning with seeming eagerness, won the first 
gaine, because his antagonist kept up his play with 
a view of encouraging him to wager a greater sum. 
The soldier jmrposely bit at the hook, the stakes 
were doubled, and he was again victorious, by the 
permission of his comiietitor. lie now began to 
yawn ; and observing, that it was not worth his 
while to proceed in such a childish maimer ; the 
other swore, in an afieeted passion, that he would 
[)lay him for twenty guineas. The ])roposal being 
E*rabraced, through the connivance of Godfrey, the 
money was won by the sharper, who exerted liis 
lexterity to the uttermost, fearing that otherwise 
ais adversary would decline continuing the game. 

Godfrey thus conquered, preteiidi-d to lose his 
emper, cursed his own ill luck, swore tluit the table 
lad a cast, and that the balls did not run true, 
dianged his mast, and with great warmth, chal- 
enged his enemy to double the sum. The gamester, 
vho feigned reluctance, complied with his desire ; 
Liid having got the two first hazards, offered to lay 
>ne hundred guineas to fifty on the game. The 
>dds were taken ; and Godfrey having allowed 
limself to be overcome, began to rage with great 
dolenee, broke the mast to pieces, threw the halls 
>ut of the window, and, in the fury of his indigna- 
ion defied his antagonist to meet him to-morrow, 
(Then he should he refreshed from the fatigue of 
ravelling. This was a very welcome invitation to 
he gamester, who, imagining that the soldier would 
urn out a most beneficial prize, assured hini, that 
le would not fail to be there next forenoon, in 
rder to give him his revenge. 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully certi- 
ed of his own superiority ; and took his measures 
dth Peregrine, touching the prosecution of their 
cheme ; while his opponent made a report of his 
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success to the brethren of the gang, who resolved 
to he present at the decision of the match, with a 
view of taking advantage of the stranger’s passion- 
ate disposition. 

Affairs being thus concerted on both sides, the 
players met, according to appointment, and the 
room was immediately filled with spectators, who 
either came thither by accident, curiosity, or design. 
The match was fixed for one hundred pounds a 
game, the princijials chose their instruments, and 
laid aside their coats, and one of the knights of the 
order proffered to lay another hundred on the head of 
his associate. Godfrey took him upon the instant. 
A second worthy of the saine class, seeing him so 
eager, challenged him to treble the sum ; and his 
jiroposal met with the same reception, to the asto- 
nisliment of the company, whose expectation was 
raised to a very interesting pitch U'he game was 
begun, and tiie soldier having lost the first hazard, 
the odds were offered by the confederacy with great 
vociferation ; but nobody would run such a risk in 
favour of a person who was utterly unknown. The 
sharper having gained the second also, the noise 
increased to a surprising clamour, not only of the 
gang, hut likwise of almost all the spectators, who 
desired to lay two to one against the brother of 
Emilia. 

iVregrine, who was present, perceiving the ciijii- 
dity of the association sulficiently inflamed, all of a 
sudden opened his mouth, and answered their bets, 
to the amount of twelve hundred pounds ; which 
wen* immediately deposited, on both sides, in 
money and noU>s ; so that this was, perhaps, the 
most important game that ever was played at bil- 
liards. Gauntlet seeing tlie agreement settled, 
struck his antagonist’s ball into the pocket in a 
twinkling, tliougli it was in one of those situations 
which are supposed to he against the striker. The 
l)ett:ers were a little disconqiosed at this event, for 
which, luiwever, they consoled themselves by im- 
puting the success to accident; hut M'hen, at the 
very next stroke, he sprung it over the table, their 
eoimtetiances underwent an instantaneous distrac- 
tion of feature, and they waited, in tlie most 
dreadful suspense, for the next hazard, which being 
likewise taken with infinite ease by the soldier, the 
blood forsook their cheeks, and the interjection 
bounds ! pronounced with a look of consternation, 
and in a tone of despair, proceeded from every 
mouth at the same instant of lime. 'J'hey were 
overwhelmed with horror and astonishment at see- 
ing three hazards taken in as many strokes, from a 
person of their friend’s dexterity; and shrewdly 
suspected, that the whole was a selieme precon- 
certed for their destruction. (_)ii this supposition, 
they changed the note, and attempted to hedge for 
tlieir own indemnification, by proposing to lay the 
odds in favour of Gauntlet ; hut so much was the 
<)pinioii of the company altered by that young gen- 
tleman’s success, that no one would venture to 
espouse the cause of his eomjietitor, who, chancing 
to improve his game by the addition of another 
lucky hit, diminished the concern, and revived the 
hopes of his adherents. Hut this gleam of fortune 
did not long continue. Godfrey collected his whole 
art and capacity, and augmenting his score to num- 
ber ten, indulged himself with a view of the whole 
fraternity. I’he visages of these professors had 
adopted different shades of complexion at every 
hazard lie had taken ; from their natural colour 
they had shifted into a sallow hue ; 'from thence 
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into pale ; from pale into yellow, which degenerated 
into a mahogony tint ; and now they saw seventeen 
hundred pounds of their stock depending upon a 
single stroke, they stood like so many SA^urthy 
Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation. The 
fire which naturally glowed in the cheeks and nose 
of the player, seemed utterly extinct, and his car- 
buncles exhibited a livid appearance, as if a gan- 
grene had already made some progress in his face; 
his hand began to shake, and his whole frame was 
seized with such trepidation, that he was fain to 
swallow a bumper of brandy, in order to re-establish 
the tranquillity of his nerves. This ex j)e<lient, how- 
ever, did not jiroduce the desired effect ; for he 
aimed the ball at the lead with such discomposure, 
that it struck on the wrong side, and came off at 
an angle which directed it full in the middle hole. 
I’liis fatal accident was attended w'ith an universal 
groan, as if the whole universe had gone to wreck ; 
and notwithstanding that tranquillity for which ad- 
venturers are so remarkable, this loss made such an 
impression upon them all, that each in particular 
manifested his cliagrin, V)j the most violent emo- 
tions. One turned up his eyes to heaven, and bit 
his nether lip ; another gnawed his fingers, while 
he stalked across the room ; a third blasphemed 
with horrid imprecations ; and he who played the 
party sneaked off’, grinding his teeth together, with 
a look that baffles all de.scription, and, as he crossed 
the threshold, exclaiming, “ A d — d bite, by G — d !” 

The victors, after having insulted them, by asking, 
if they were disposed for another chance, carried 
of their winning, with the appearance of great 
composure, though in their h(‘nrts they were 
transported with unspeakable joy ; not so much 
on account of the booty they had gained, as in con- 
sideration of having so effectually destroyed such a 
nest of pernicious miscreants. 

Peregrine, believing that now he had found an 
opportunity of serving liis friend, without giving 
off’ence to the delicacy of his honour, told him, 
upon their arrival at their lodgings, that fortune 
had at Icuigth enabled him to become in a manner 
independent, or at least make himself easy in his 
circumstanees, by purchasing a company with the 
money he had von. So saying, lu‘ put his share 
of the success in Gaunth't’s haiul, as a sum that of 
right belonged to him, and ])roniise(l to write in his 
behalf to a nobleman, who liad interest enough to 
promote such a (piick rise in the service. 

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, 
but absolutely refused, with great loftiness of de- 
meanour, to appropriate to his ow n use any part of 
the money whieli J*iekle had gained, and seemed 
aff’ronted at the other’s entertaining a sentiment so 
imwortliy of his character. lie would not even 
accept, in the way of loan, such an addition to his 
own slock, as would amount to the price of a com- 
pany of foot ; hut expressed great eonfideuee in 
the future exertion of that taknt which had been 
blessed with such a prosjierous beginning. ()ur 
hero finding him thus obstinately deaf to the voice 
of his own interest, resolved to govern himself in 
his next endeavours of friendship, by his experi- 
ence of tliis ticklish punctilio; and, in the mean 
time, gave a handsome benefaction to the hosjiital, 
out of these first-fruits of the success in play, and 
reserved two liiindred pounds for a set of diamond 
ear-rings and solitaire, which he intended for a pre- 
sent to Miss Emily. 


CHAPTER LXX. 

The two Friends eclipse all their Competitors in Gallantly, 
and practise a pleasant Project of llevenge upon the Phy- 
sic, lans oi the Place. 

The fame of their exploit against the sharpers was 
immediately diff’used through all the companies at 
Bath ; so that, when our adventurers appeared iu 
public, they were pointed out by an hundred ex- 
tended fingers, and considered as consummate 
artists in all the different species of finesse, which 
they would not fail to practise with the first oppor- 
tunity. Nor was this opinion of tlieir characters 
any obstacle to their recejition into the fashionable 
parties in the place ; but, on the contrary, such a 
recommendation, wliich, as 1 have already hinted, 
never fails to operate for the advantage of the 
possessor. 

This first adventure, therefore, served them as 
an introduction to the company at Bath, who w ere 
not a little surprised to find their cxiicctations 
baffled by the conduct of the two companions ; 
because, far from engaging deeply at i>lay, they 
rather shunned all occasions of gaming, and directed 
their attention to gallantry, in which our hero shone 
unrivalled. His external qualifications, exclusive 
of any other merit, were strong enough to captivate 
the common run of the female sex ; and these, rein- 
forced with a sprightliness of conversation, and a 
most insinuating address, became irresistible, even 
by those w ho w'ere fortified witli pride, caution, or 
indifference. Hut, among all the nymphs of this 
gay place, he did not meet w ith one object that 
disjmted the empire of his heart with Emilia, and 
therefore he divided his uttaclirnent according to 
the suggestions of vanity and whim; so that, before 
he had resided a fortnight at Bath, hi‘ had sel all 
the ladies by the ears, and furnished all thi‘ hundred 
tongues of scandal with full employment. ^I'he 
splendour of his appearance excited the inquiries 
of envy, which, instead of discovering any cir- 
cumstance to Iiis prejudice, was cursed with the 
information of his being a young geiilleman of a 
good family, and heir to an immense fortune. 

The eountenanee of some of his quality friends, 
who arrived at Bath, eoufirmed this ])iece of intelli- 
gence. Upon which his acquaintance was courted 
and cultivated wdtli great assiduity ; and he met 
with sucli advances from some of tlie fair sex, as 
rendered him extremely fortunate in his amours. 
Nor was his friimd Godfrey a stranger to favours 
of the same kind ; his uceomplishments were exactly 
calculated for the meridian of female taste ; and, 
with certain individuals of tliat sex, his muscular 
frame, and the robust connexion of his limbs, w'cre 
more attractive than the delicate proportions of his 
companion. He accordingly reigned paramount 
among those inamoratas w’ho were turned of thirty, 
w'ithout being under the necessity of proceeding by 
tedious addresses, and was thought to have co- 
ojierated with the waters in removing the sterility 
of ceilain ladies, w ho had long undergone the 
reproach and digust of their husbands; w hile Pere- 
grine set up his throne among those who laboured 
under the disease of celibacy, from the jiert Miss of 
fifteen, who, with a fluttering licart, tosses her head, 
bridles up, and giggles involuntarily at sight of an 
handsome young man, to the staid maid of twenty - 
(‘ight, who, with a demure aspect, moralises on the 
vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and simplicity 
of woman, and expatiates on friendship, benevo- 
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lence, and good -sense, in the style of a Platonic 
philosoidier. 

Jn such a diversity of dispositions, his conquests 
were attended with all the heart-burnings, aniino- 
suies, and turmoils of jealous}[ and spite. The 
younger class took all opportunities of mortifying 
their seniors in public, by treating them with that 
indignity wliich, contrary to the general privilege 
of age, is, by the consent and connivance of man- 
kind, levelled against those wdio have the misfortune 
to coiiK* under the denomination of old maids ; and 
these last retortid their hostilities in the jirivate 
machinations of slander, supported hy experience 
and subtilty of invention. Not one day passed in 
which some new story did not circulate, to the 
prejudice of one or other of those rivals. 

If our hero, in the Long Room, chanced to quit 
one of tlie moralists, with whom he had been en- 
gaged in conversation, lie was immediately accosted 
by a number of tlie opposit<‘ faction, who, with 
ironical smiles, upbraided him with cruelty to the 
])(>or lady he had left, exhorted him to liave com- 
passion on her sufferings ; and, turning their eyes 
towards the object of their intiTcession, liroke forth 
into an universal peul of laughter. {)n tin* other 
Iiand, when Peregrine, in consequence of having 
danced with one of the minors overnight, visited 
her in the morning, the Platonists immediately laid 
hold on the occasion, tasked their imaginations, 
associated ideas, and, with sage insinuations, retailed 
a thousand circumstances of the interview, which 
never had any foundation in truth. Tliey observed, 
that, if girls are determined to behave with such 
indiscretion, they must lay their accounts with 
incurring the censure of tlie world; that she in 
question was old enough to act more oircumspecfly ; 
and wondered that her mother would permit any 
young fellow to ajiproach the chamber while her 
daughter* was naked in bed. As for the se**vants 
pi‘eping through the key-hole, to be sure it was an 
unlucky accident ; but people ought to be upon 
their guard against such curiosity, and give their 
domestics no cause to employ tlieir penetration. 
Tlie.se and other such reflections W'cre occasionally 
whisjiered as secrets iimoiig those wdio wl'TQ known 
to he commuuieative ; so that, in a few lioiirs, it 
hecume the general topic of discourse ; and, as it 
had been divulged under injunctions of secresy, it 
was almost impossible to trace the scandal to its 
origin ; because every person coni-enied must have 
promulgated her own breach of trust, in discovering 
her author of the report. 

IVregrine, instead of allaying, rather exasjierated 
this contention, hy an artful distribution of liis 
attention among the eoinjietitors ; well knowing, 
that, should his regard he converged into one point, 
he would soon forfeit the pleasure he enjoyed in 
sec'ing them at variance ; for both parties would 
join against the common enemy, and his favourite 
would be persecuted by the wliole coalition, lie 
perceived, that, among the secret agents of scandal, 
none were so busy as tlie physicians, a class of 
animals who live in this place, like so many ravens 
hovering about a carcass, and even ply for employ- 
ment, like scullers at ilungerford stairs. Tlie 
greatest part of them have correspondents in 
Jjoiidon, wlio make it their business to iiuiuire into 
the history, eharactm*, and distemper of every one 
that repairs to Lath, tor the benefft of the waters ; 
•md if they cannot procure interest to recommend 
their medical friends to tlu-se patients before they 


set out, they at least furnish them with a previous 
account of what they could collect, that their cor- 
respondents may use this intelligence for their own 
advantage. Ly tliesc means, and the assistance of 
flattery and assurance, they often insinuate them- 
selves into the ae<iuaintance of strangers, and, by 
consulting tlieir dispositions, become necessary and 
subservient to their prevailing passions. Ly their 
connexion willi ajiothecaries and nurses, they are 
intbrnied of all the private occurrences in each 
family, and therefore enabled to gratify the rancour 
of malice, amuse the sjileen of peevish indisposition, 
and entertain the eagerness of impi'rtinent curiosity. 

In the course of tliese occupations, which Ire- 
qiiently affected tin* reputation of our two adven- 
turers, this whole body fell under the dis])leasiire 
of our liero, who, after divers consultations with 
his friend, concerted a stratagem, wliich w-^as 
practised upon the faculty in this manner. Among 
those who frequented tlie pump-room, was an old 
officer, whose lemjier, naturally impatient, w-as, by 
repeated attacks of the gout, w’liieh liad almost 
deprived him of the* use of his limbs, sublimated 
into a remarkable degree of virulence and jier- 
verseness. He imputed the inveteracy of his dis- 
temper to the inal -practice of a surgeon who had 
administered to him, while he laboured under the 
consequences of an unfortunate amour; and this 
supposition had inspired him with an insurmount- 
able antipathy to all the professors of the medical 
art, which wgis more and more confinned hy the 
information of a friend at London, who had told 
him, that it was a common practice among the 
physicians at Bath to dissuade their patients from 
drinking the water, that the cure, and in conse- 
quence their attendance, might be longer protracted. 

Thus prepossessed, he had come to Lath, and, 
conformable to a few general instructions be had 
received, used the waters without any farther 
direction, taking all occasions of manifesting his 
hatred and contempt of the sons of Aesculapius, 
both by spiM'ch and gestieulatitms, and even by 
pursuing a regimen (|uite contrary to that w'liicii 
lie knew they prescrilx'd to others wdio seemed to 
he exactly in his condition. Lut he did not find his 
account in tins method, liow successful soever it 
may have been in other cases. His comjilaints, 
instead of vanishing, were every day more and 
more i-nraged ; and at lengtli he was confined to 
his bed, where he lay blaspheming from morn to 
night, and from night to morn, thougli still more de- 
termined than e\<*r to adhere to his former maxims. 

Jn the midst of his torture, which Avas become 
the common jok(‘ of the town, being eireulated 
through the industry of the idivsicians, who tri- 
umphed in Ills disaster, I'eregrlne, hy means of 
Mr. J*ipes, employ ed a country fellow, who had come 
to market, to run Avith great hasti*, early one morn- 
ing, to the lodgings of all the doctors in town, and 
desire them to attend the colouol with all imagi- 
nable despatch. In cousef|Ucnee of this summons, 
the Avhole faeulty put themselves in motion ; and 
three of the foremost arriving at the same instant 
of time, far from complimenting one another with 
the door, each separately essayed to enter, and the 
whole triumvirate stuck in the passage. While 
they remaiiu'd tliusw-edged together, tliey descried 
two of their brethren posting towards the same 
goal, with all the speed that God had enabled them 
to exert ; upon aaIucIi they came to a parley, and 
agreed to stand by one another. This covenant 
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being niade, they disentangled themselves, and, in- 
quiring about the patient, were told by the servant 
that he had just fallen asleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they took pos- 
session of his antichamber, and shut the door, while 
the rest of the tribe posted themselves on the out- 
side as^ they arrived ; so tliat the whole passage 
was filled, from the top of the stair-case to the 
street-door ; and the people of the house, together 
with the coloneVs servant, struck dumb with asto- 
nishment The three leaders of this learned gang 
had no sooner made their lodgment good, than they 
began to consult about the patient’s malady, which 
every one of them pretended to have considered 
with great care and assiduity. The first who gave 
l)is opinion, said, the distemper was an obstinate 
arthritis ; the second affirmed, that it was no other 
than a confirmed pox ; and the third swore it wtis 
an inveterate scurvy. This diversity of opinions 
was supported by a variety of quotations from me- 
dical autliors, ancient as well as modern ; but these 
were not of sufficient authority, or, at least, not 
explicit enough to decide the dispute ; for there are 
many schisms in medicine, as well as in religion, 
and each sect can quote the fathers in support of 
the tenets they profess. In short, tlie contention 
rose to such a pitcli of clamour, as not only alarmed 
the brethren on the stair, but also aw"aked the 
patient from the first nap he had enjoyed in the 
space of ten whole days. Had it been simply 
waking, he would have been obliged to them for 
the noise that disturbed him ; for, in that case, he 
would have been relieved from the tortures of hell 
fire, to w'hich, in his dream, he fancied himself ex- 
posed. But this dreadful vision had been the result 
of that impression which was made upon his brain 
by the intolerable anguish of his joints; so that, 
when he awaked, the pain, instead of being allayed, 
was rather aggravated by a great acuteness of sen- 
sation ; and the confused vociferation in the next 
room invading his ears at the same time, he began 
to think his dream was realized, and, in the pangs 
of despair, applied himself to a bell that stood by 
his bedside, wdiieh he rung with groat violence and 
perseverance. 

This alarm put an immediate stop to the dispu- 
tation of the three doctors, who, upon this notice of 
his being awake, rushed into his ehanjber without 
ceremony ; and two of them seizing his arras, the 
third made the like application to one of his tem- 
ples. Before the patient could recollect hinisclf 
from the amazement which had laid hold on liiin 
at this unexpected irru])tion, the room was filled by 
the rest of the faculty, who followed the servant 
that entered in obedience to his master’s call ; and 
the bed was in a moment surrounded by these 
gaunt ministers of death. I’he colonel seeing him- 
self beset w'ith such an assemblage of solemn 
visages and figures, which he had always consi- 
dered with the utmost detestation and abhorrence, 
was incensed to a most inexpressible degree of 
indignation ; and so inspirited by his rage, that 
tho\igh his longue denied its office, his other limbs 
performed their functions. lie disengaged himself 
from the truravirate, who had taken possession of 
his body, sprung out of bed with incredible agility, 
and, seizing one of his crutches, applied it so effec- 
tually to one of the three, just as he stooped to 
examine the patient's water, that his tie periwig 
dropped into the pot, while he himself fell motion- 
less on the floor. 


This significant explanation disconcerted the 
whole fraternity ; every man turned his face, as if 
it were by instinct, towards the door ; and the re- 
treat of the community being obstnicted by the 
efforts of individuals, confusion and tumultuous 
uproar ensued. For the colonel, far from limiting 
his prowess to the first exploit, handled his wea- 
pon with astonishing vigour and dexterity, without 
respect of persons ; so that few or none of them 
had escaped without marks of his displeasure, when 
his spirits failed, and he sunk down again quite 
exhausted on his bed. Favoured by this respite, the 
discomfited laciilty collected their hats and wigs, 
whicli had fallen off in the fray ; and perceiving 
the assailant too much enfeebled to renew the 
attack, set up their throats together, and loudly 
threatened to prosecute him severely for such an 
outrageous assault. 

By this time the landlord had interposed ; and, 
inquiring into the cause of the disturbance, was 
informed of what had happened by the complainants, 
who, at the same time, giving him to understand 
that they had been severally siiinmom'd to attend 
the colonel that morning, he assured them that they 
had been imposed upon by some wag, for his lodger 
had never dreamed of consulting any one of their 
profession. 

Thunderstruck at this declaration, the general 
clamour instantaneously ceased ; and each, in parti- 
cular, at once comj)rehendiTig tlie nature of the joke, 
they sneaked silently off with the loss they had 
sustaim'd, in unutterable shame and mortification ; 
while Feregrine and his friend, who took care to 
be passing that way by accident, made a full stop 
at sight of such an extraordinary efflux, and en- 
joyed the countenance and condition of every one 
as he appeared ; nay, even made up to some of those 
w'ho seemed most affected with their situation, and 
mischievously tormented them with (juestions, touch- 
ing this nn usual congregation; then, in conso(|uence 
of tlie information tliey received from the landlord 
and the colonel’s valet, subjected the sufferers to 
the ridicule of all the company in town. As it 
would have been impossible for the authors of this 
farce to keep themselves concealed from the inde- 
fatigable inquiries of the physicians, they made no 
secret of their having directed the whole ; though 
they took care to own it in such an ambiguous 
manner, as afibrded no handle of prosecution. 

CHAPTER LXXI. 

Peregrine humbles a noted Hector, and meets witli a strange 
Character at the House of a certain Lady. 

Among tho.se who never failed to reside at Bath 
during the season, w^as a certain person, who, from 
the most abject misery, had, by his industry and 
art at play, amassed about fifteen thousand pounds; 
and though his character was notorious, insinuated 
himself so far into the favour of what is called the 
best company, that very few private parties of 
pleasure took ])laee in which he w as not principally 
concerned. He was of a gigantic stature, a most 
intrepid countenance ; and his disposition, naturally 
overhearing, had, in the course of his adventures 
and succes.s, acquired a most intolerable degree of 
insolence and vanity. By the ferocity of his fea- 
tures, and audacity of his beliaviour, he had obtained 
arejmtation for the most undaunted courage, which 
had been confirmed by divers adventures, in which 
he hud humbled the most assuming her.'es of hifl 



PEREGlilNE PICKLE. 


289 


own fraternity; so that he now reigned chief 
Hector of the place with unquestioned authority. 

With this son of fortune was Peregrine one even- 
ing engaged at play, and so successful, that he could 
not help informing his friend of his good luck. 
Godfrey, hearing the description of the loser, im- 
mediately recognised the person, whom he had 
known at Tunbridge ; and assuring Pickle that he 
was a sharper of the first water, cautioned him 
against any further connexion with such a dange- 
rous companion, who, he affirmed, had suffered 
him to win a small sum, that he might be encou- 
raged to lose a much greater sura upon some other 
occasion. 

Our young gentleman treasured up this advice ; 
and though he did not scruple to give the gamester 
an opportunity of retrieving his loss, when he 
next day demanded his revenge, he absolutely 
refused to proceed after he had refunded his 
winning. The other, who considered him as a hot- 
headed unthinking youth, endeavoured to inflame 
his pride to a continuance of the game, hy treating 
his skill with scorn ami contempt ; and, among 
other sarcastic expressions, advised him to go to 
school again, belbre he pretended to engage with 
masters of the art. Our hero, incensed at his 
arrogance, replied with great w-armth, that he 
knew liiinself saffieiently qualilied for playing with 
men of lionour, who deal upon the s(juare, and 
hoped he should always deem it infamous either to 
learn or practise the tricks of a professed gamester. 

“ illuod and thunder ! meaning me, sir?” cried this 
artist, raising his voice, and curling his visage into 
a most intimidating frown. “ Zounds ! I’ll cut the 
tliroat of any scoundrel who has the presumption 
to suppose that 1 don’t play as honourably as e’er 
a nobleman in the kingdom : and I insist upon an 
e\])lanation from you, sir; or, by hell and brimstone ! 

J shall expect other sort of satisfaction.” Peregrine 
(whose blood by this time boiled within him) an- 
swered w ithout hesitation, “ Far from thinking 
your demand unreasonable, I wdll immediately 
explain myself without reserve, and tell you, that, 
upon unquestionable autliority, 1 ludievc you to be 
an impudent rascal and common cheat.” 

’riu* Hector w as so amazed and confounded at 
the freedom of this declaration, which he thought 
no man on earth >vould venture to make in his 
l)res('nee, tliat, for some minutes, he could not 
recollect himself; but at length whisj)ered a chal- 
lenge in the ear of our hero, wliich was accordingly 
accepted. When they arrived next morning uj)Oii 
the field, the gamester, arming his counteiuiiice 
with all its terrors, advanced with a sword of a 
monstrous length, and putting himself in a posture, 
called aloud in a most terrific voice, “ Draw, d — ii 
ye, draw ; 1 will this instant send you to your 
fatliers.” The youth was not slow in complying 
witli bis desire ; his weapon was unsheathed in a 
moment, and he began the attack with such un- 
expected spirit and address, that liis adversary, 
having made shift with great difficulty to parry the 
first pass, retreated a few paces, and demanded a 
parley, in which he endeavoured to persuade the 
roiing man, that to lay a man of Ins character under 
the necessity of chastising his insolence, was the 
most rash and inconsiderate step that he could 
possibly have taken ; but that he had compassion 
upon his youth, and was willing to spare him if he 
would surrender his sword, and promise to ask 
pardon in public for the offence he had given. 


Pickle was so much exasperated at this unparalleled 
effrontciy, that, without deigning to make the 
least reply, he flung his own hat in the proposer’s 
face, and renewed the charge with such undaunted 
agility, that the gamester, flnding himself in mani- 
fest hazard of his life, lK?took himself to his heels, 
and fled homewards with incredible speed, being 
closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having sheathed 
his sword, pelted him with stones as he ran, and 
compelled him to go, that same day, into banish • 
ment from Bath, where he had domineered so long. 

By this achievement, which was tlie subject of 
astonishment to all the company, who had looked 
upon the fugitive as a person of heroic courage, our 
I adventurer's reputation was rendered formidable 
in all its circumstances ; although he thereby dis- 
obliged a good many people of fasliion, who had 
contracted an intimacy of friendship with tlie 
exile, and who resented his disgrace, as if it had 
been the misfortune of a worthy man. These 
generous patrons, however, bore a very small 
proportion to those who were pleased with the event 
of the duel ; because, in the course of their residence 
at Bath, they had either been insulted or defrauded 
hy the challenger. "Nor was this instance of our 
hero's courage unacceptable to the ladies, few of 
whom could now resist the iniitrd force of such 
accomplishments. Indeed, iielthi r i e nor his friend 
(’odfrey would have found mueli difficulty in 
I i ‘king up an agreeable companion for life ; but 
Gauntlet’s heart was ])re-engaged to bophy ; and 
Fickle, exclusive of his attachment to Emily, >\ hieli 
was stronger than he himself imagined, possessed 
such a share of ambition as could not be satisfied 
with the conquest of auy female lie beheld at Bath. 

His visits were, therefo»’e, j)romiscuous, without 
any other view' than that of amusement ; and 
though his pride was flattered by tlie advances of 
the fair, whom he had captivated, lie never har- 
boured one thought of proceeding beyond the 
limits of common gallantry, and carefully avoided 
all particular ex])lanations. But, what above all 
other enjoyments ) iclded him the most agreeable 
entertainment, was the secret history of characters, 
w'liieh he learned from a \ ert extraordinar\ person, 
with whom he became acejuainted in this manner. 

Being at the house of a certain lady on a visiting 
day, he w'as struck with the appearance of an old 
man, who no sooner entered the room than the 
mistress of the house very kindly desired one of 
the wits present to roast the old put. Tliis petit- 
inaitre, proud of the emjiloyment, went up to the 
senior, w'ho had something extremely peculiar and 
significant in his countenance, and .saluting him 
with divers fashionable congees, accosted him in 
these w'ords : “Your servant, jou old rascal. I 
hope to have the lionour of seeing you 1 ang’d. I 
vow to Gad! you look extremely shocking, with 
these gummy ejes, laiitliorii jaws, and toothlesi 
chaps. What! you sipiint at the ladies, you old 
rotten medlar? Yes, yes, we understand your 
ogling; hut you must content yourself with a 
cookmaid, sink me ! 1 see you want to sit. These 
wither’d shanks of yours tremble under their bur- 
den ; but you must have a little patience, old Hirco ; 
indeed you must. I intend to mortify you a little 
longer, curse me !” 

’riie company was so tickled with this address, 
which was delivered with much grimace and ges- 
ticulation, that they burst out into a loud fit of 
laughter, which the\ fathered upon a monkey that 

IT 
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was chained in the room ; and, when the peal was 
over, the wit renewed the attack in these words : 
“ I suppose you are fool enough to think this mirth 
was occasioned by Pug. Ay, there he is ; you had 
best survey him ; he is of your own family, switch 
me. But the laugh was at your expense; and 
you ought to thank Heaven for making you so 
ridiculous.” While he uttered these ingenious 
ejaculations, the old gentleman bowed alternately 
to him and the monkey, that seemed to grin and 
chatter in imitation of the beau, and, with an arch 
solemnity of visage, pronounced, “ Gentlemen, as 1 
have not the honour to understand your com- 
pliments, they will be much better bestowed on 
each other.” So saying, he seated himself, and had 
the satisfaction to see the laugh returned upon the 
aggressor, who remained confounded and abashed, 
and in a few minutes left the room, muttering, as 
he retired, “ The old fellow grows scurrilous, stap 
my breath.” 

While Peregrine wondered in silence at this 
extraordinary scene, the lady of the house per- 
eeiving his surprise, gave him to understand, that 
the ancient visitant was utterly bereft of the sense 
of hearing ; that his name was Cadwallader Crab- 
tree ; his disposition altogether misanthropical ; 
and that he was admitted into company on account 
of entertainment he afforded by his sarcastic ob- 
servations, and the pleasant mistakes to which he 
was subject from his infirmity. Nor did our hero 
wait a long time for an illustration of this odd 
character. Every sentence he spoke was replete 
with gall; nor did his satire consist in general 
reflections, but a series of remarks, which had 
been made through tlie medium of a most whimsical 
peculiarity of opinion. 

Among those who were present at this assembly 
was a young officer, who having, by dint of interest, 
obtained a seat in the louver house, thought it 
incumbent upon him to talk of affairs of state ; and 
accordingly regaled the company with an account 
of a secret expedition wiiicli the French were 
busied in preparing ; assuring them, that he had it 
from the mouth of the minister, to whom it had 
been transmitted by one of his agents abroad. Jn 
descanting upon the particulars of the armament, 
he observed, that they had twenty ships of the line 
ready manned and victualled at Ilrest, which were 
destined for Toulon, where they would he joined by 
as many more ; and from thence procec'd to the 
execution of tlieir scheme, which he imparted as a 
secret not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being communicated to 
all the company except Mr. Crabtree, who suffered 
by his loss of hearing, that cynic was soon after 
accosted by a lady, who, by means of an artificial 
alphabet, formed by a certain conjunction and 
disposition of the fiugers, asked if he had lieard 
any extraordinary news of late? Cadwallader, 
with his usual complaisance, replied, that he sup- 
posed she took him for a courier or spy, by teasing 
him eternally with that question. He then expatiated 
upon the foolish curiosity of mankind, which, he 
■aid, must either proceed from idleness or want of 
ideas; and repeated almost verbatim the officer’s 
information, a vague ridiculous report invented by 
some ignorant coxcomb, who wanted to give him- 
self airs of importance, and believed only by those 
who were utterly unacquainted with the politics 
and strength of the French nation. 

In confirmation of what he bad advanced, he 


endeavoured to demonstrate how impossible it must 
be for that people to fit out even the third part of 
such a navy, so soon after the losses they had sus- 
tained during the war ; and confirmed his proof by 
asserting, that to his c(‘rtain knowledge, the har- 
bours of Brest and Toulon could not at that time 
produce a squadron of eight ships of the line. 

The member, who was an utter stranger to tliis 
misanthrope, hearing his owm asseverations treated 
with such contempt, glowed with confusion and re- 
sentment, and raising his voice, began to defend 
his own veracity, with great eagerness and trepi- 
dation, mingling with his arguments many bluster- 
ing invectives against the insolence and ill-manners 
of his supposed contradictor, who sat with the most 
mortifying composure of countenance, till the offi- 
cer’s patience was quite exhausted ; and then, to 
the manifest increase of his vexation, he was in- 
formed, that his antagonist was so deaf, that in all 
probability, the last trumpet would make no im- 
pression upon him, without a previous renovation 
of his organs. 

CHAPTER LXXTI. 

He cultivates an Acquaintance with the Misanthrope, who 
favours him with a short Sketch of his own History. 

Peregrine was extremely well pleased with this 
occasional rebuke, which occurred so seasonably, 
that he could scarce beli(*ve it accidental. He 
looked upon Cadwallader as the greatest curiosity 
he had ever known, and cultivated the old man’s 
acquaintance with such insinuating address, tliat in 
less than a fortnight ho obtained bis confidence. 
As they one day walked into the fields togetlier, 
the manhater disclosed himself in these word.s: 
“ Though the term of our communication has been 
but short, you must have perceived, that 1 treat you 
with uncommon marks of regard ; which, 1 assure 
you, is not owing to your personal accoinplish- 
iiients, nor the pains you take to oblige me ; for the 
first 1 overlook, and the last 1 see through. But 
there is something in your disposition which indi- 
cates a rooted contempt for the world, and 1 under- 
stand you have made some suecessful efforts in 
exposing one part of it to the ridicule of the other. 
It is upon this assurance that 1 ofler you my advice 
and a.ssistance, in prosecuting otlier schemes of the 
same nature; and to convince you that such an 
alliance is not to he rejected, T will now give you a 
short sketeli of my history, which will he published 
after my death, in forty-seven volumes of my own 
compiling. 

“ I was born about forty miles from tliis place, 
of parents, who, having a very old family name to 
support, bestowed their wliole fortune on my elder 
brother ; so that 1 inherited of my fatln'r little else 
than a large share of choler, to which I am indebted 
for a great many adventures that did not always 
end to my satisfaction. At the ago of eighteen 1 
was sent up to town, with a recommendation to a 
certain peer, who found means to amuse me with 
the promise of a commission for seven whole years; 
and ’tis odds but I should have made my fortune by 
my perseverance, had not I been arrested, and 
thrown into the Marshalsea by my landlord, on 
whose credit I bad subsisted three years, after ray 
father had renounced me as an idle vagabond. 
There 1 remained six months, among those pri- 
soners who have no other support th/m chance 
charity ; and contracted a very valuable acquaint- 
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auce. which was of great service to me in the future 
emergencies of my life. 

“ 1 was no sooner discharged, in consequence of 
an act of parliament for tlie relief of insolvent 
debtors, than I w^eiit to the house of my creditor, 
whom I cudgelled without mercy ; and, that 1 might 
leave nothing undone of those tilings which I ought 
to have done, my next stage was to Westminster- 
hall, where I waited until my patron came forth 
from the house, and saluted him with a blow that 
laid him senseless on the pavement. But my re- 
treat w^as not so fortunate as I could have wished. 
The chairmen and lacqueys in waiting having sur- 
rounded and disarmed me in a trice, J was com- 
mitted to Kewgate, and loaded with chains ; and a 
very sagacious gentleman, who was afterwards 
hanged, having sat in judgment upon my case, 
jironounced me guilty of a capital crime, and fore- 
told my condemnation at the Old Bailey. fJis 
jirognostic, however, was disappointed ; for nobody 
appearing to prost ente me at the next sessions, I 
was discharged by order of the court. It would be 
impossible for me to recount, in the compass of one 
day's conversation, all the particular exploits of 
which I bore considerable share. Suffice it to say, 

I have been, at different times, prisoner in all the 
jails within thi‘ hills of mortality. I have broke 
Irom every round-house on this side Tcmple-har. 
i\o hailitf, in the da>s of my youth and desperation, 
durst execute a writ upon me without a dozen of 
followers; and the justices themselves trembled 
wdien 1 was hrouglit before them. 

“ I was once maimed by a caiman, with whom I 
quarrelled, because he ridiculed my leek on St. 
David’s day ; my skull was fractured by a butcher’s 
cleaver on the like occasion, I have been run 
through the body live times, and lost the tip of ray 
left ear by a jiistol bullet. In a rencontre of this 
kiud, having left my antagonist for dead, 1 was wise 
enougli to make my retreat into France ; and a few 
days after my arrival at Paris, entering into con- 
versation with some officers on the subject of jioli- 
tics, a dispute arose, in which I lost my temper, 
and spoke so irreverently of the ijr<tm1v mmar<juc\ 
that next moriiing I was sent to the Bastile, by 
virtue of a Ivtlrr ile rachri. Then' 1 remained for 
some months, deprived of all intercourse with ra- 
tional creatures; a circninstance for w'hich 1 was 
not sorry, as I liad the more tim%to project schemes 
of revenge against the tyrant who conhned me, and 
the wretch who had betrayed my private conver- 
sation. But tired, at length, with tliese fruitless 
suggestions, I was fain to unbend the severity of 
my thoughts by a correspondence wdth some indus- 
trious spiders, w'ho hud hung my dungeon with 
their ingenious labours. 

“ I considered their w'ork with such attention, 
that I soon became an adept in the mystery of 
weaving, and furnished myself with as many useful 
observations ancF reflections on that art, as will 
compose a very curious treatise, which I intend to 
bequeath to the Royal Society, for the benefit of 
our woollen manufacture ; and this with a view to 
perpetuate my own name, rather than befriend my 
Country. For, thank Heaven ! I am weaned from 
all attachments of that kind, and look upon myself 
as one very little obliged to any society whatsoever. 
Although I presided with absolute power over this 
long-legged community, and distributed rewards 
and punishments to each, according to his deserts, 
r grew impatient of my situation ; and my natural 


disposition one day prevailing, like a fire which 
had long been smothered, I wreaked the fury of 
my indignation upon ray innocent subjects, and in 
a twinkling destroyed the whole race. While I 
was eiu])loyed in this general massacre, the turnkey 
who brought me foo(l, opened the door, and per- 
ceiving my transport, shrugged up his shoulders, 
and leaving my allowance, went out, pronouncing, 
Le pauvre (liable I la icte lui tournL 3Vly passion no 
sooner subsided than I resolved to profit by this 
opinion of the jailor, and from that day counter- 
feited lunacy with such success, than in less than 
three months I was delivered from the Bastile, and 
sent to the galleys, in wliich they thought my 
bodily vigour might be of service, although the 
faculties of my miud were decayed. Before 1 was 
chained to the oar, I received three hundred stripes 
by way of welcome, that I might thereby be ren- 
dered more tractable, notwithstanding I used all 
the arguments in my power to persuade tlicm I was 
only mad north norih-wcsl^ and^ when the wind ivas 
southerly^ hnew a hawk from a hand-mw. 

“ In our second cruise we bad the good fortune 
to be overtaken by a tempest, during which the 
slaves were unbound, that they might contribute 
the more to the preservation of the galley, and have 
a chance for their lives, in case of shipwreck. We 
were no sooner at liberty, than, making ourselves 
masters of the vessel, we robbed the officers, and 
ran her on shore among rocks on the coast of 
Tortugal ; from whence 1 hastened to Lisbon, vith 
a view of obtaining my passage in some sliip bound 
for England, where, by this tinic, I ho))ed my afi'air 
was forgotten. 

But, i>efore this scheme could he accomplish( d, 

1 my evil genius led me into company ; and being 
intoxicated, I began to broach doctrines on the 
subject of religion, at which some of the i)arty were 
scandalized and incensed; and I was next day 
dragged out of bed by the officers of the Inquisi- 
tion, and conveyed to a cell in the prison belonging 
to that tribunal. 

At my first examination, my rcvsentment was 
strong enough to supjiort me under the torture, 
which I endured witliout flinching; hut my reso- 
lution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled, 
when I understood from a fello^i -prisoner, mIio 
groaned on the other side of tlie partition, that in a 
bhoii; time there would he an auto da fe; in con- 
sequence of which I should, in all probability, be 
doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my 
heretical errors, and submit to such penance as the 
church should think fit to prt‘scrihe. This miser- 
able wretch was convicted of Judaism, which he 
had privately practised by connivimee for many 
years, until he had amassed a fortune sufficient to 
attract the regard of the church. To this he fell a 
sacrifice, and accordingly pre|>ared himself for the 
stake ; while I, not at all ambitious of the crown of 
martyrdom, resolved to temporize. So that, when 
I was brought to the question the second time, 1 
made a solemn recantation. As I had no worldly 
fortune to obstruct my salvation, I was received 
into the bosom of the church, and, by way of 
penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to Rome in the 
habit of a pilgrim. 

During my peregrination through Spain, I was 
detained as a spy, until I could procure credentials 
from the Inquisition at Lisbon ; and behaved with 
such resolution and reserve, that, after being 
released, I was deemed a proper person to be 
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employed in quality of a secret intelligencer at a 
certain court. This office 1 undertook without 
hesitation ; and being furnished with money and 
bills of credit, crossed the Pyrenees, with intention 
to revenge myself upon the Spaniards for the seve- 
rities I had undergone during my captivity. 

Having therefore effectually disguised myself by 
a change of dress, and a large patch on one eye, 1 
hired an equipage, and appeared at Jlologna in 
quality of an itinerant physician ; in which cai)acity 
1 succeeded tolerably well, till my servants d<‘- 
camped in the night with my baggage, and left me 
in the condition of Adam. In short, I have tra- 
velled over the greatest part of Europe, as a beggar, 
pilgrim, priest, soldier, gamester, and quack ; and 
felt the extremes of indigence and opulence, with 
the inclemency of weather in all its \ icissitudes. 1 
have learned that the characters of mankind are 
every where the same; that common sense and 
honesty bear an infinitely small proportion to folly 
and vice; and that life is at best a paltry province. 

Alter having suffered innumerable hardships, 
dangers, and disgraces, T returned to liondon, 
where I lived some years in a garret, and picked 
up a subsistence, such as it was, by vending purges 
in the streets, from the back of a pied horse ; in 
which situation T used to harangue the mob in 
broken English, under pretence of being an High 
Grennan doctor. 

At last an uncle died, by whom T inherit an 
estate of three hundred pounds ])er annum, though, 
in his lifetime, lie would not have parted with a 
sixpence to save my soul and body from perdition. 

1 now ajipear in the world, not as a nuunber of 
any community, or what is called asocial creature, 
but merely as a spectator, who entertains himself 
with the grimaces of a .lack pudding, and banquets 
his spleen in beholding his enemies at loggerheads, 
'riiat 1 may enjoy this disiiosilioii, abstraeted from 
all interniption, danger, and parlieipation, 1 feign 
myself deaf; an expedient by which 1 not only 
avoid all disjiutes and their eons(‘<pienees, but also 
become master of a thousand little secrets, which 
are every day whispered in my presence, w’itlioul 
any siis])ieloiiof tlieirlieing oviu’lieard. You saw how 
T handled that shallow politician at my Lady Plau- 
sible’s the other du}-. 'Hie same method I practise 
upon the crazed Tory, tlie bigot Whig, the sour 
supercilious pedant, the jietulant critic, the bluster- 
ing coward, the fawning tool, the pert pimp, sly 
sharjxT, and every other species of knaves and 
fools, with wdiich this kingdom abounds. 

In consequence of my rank and (‘liaraeter, J 
‘ibtain free admission to the ladies, among whom 1 
have acquired the appellation of the Scandalous 
(’hronielc. As I am considered, while silent, in 
no other light than that of a footstool or elbow* 
cliair, tliey divest their conversation of all restraint 
before me, and gratify my sense of hearing with 
strange things, which, if I could prevail upon my- 
self to give the world that satisfaction, would com- 
pose a curious piece of secret history, and exhibit a 
(pnte different idea of characters from what is 
commonly entertained. 

By this time, young gentleman, you may per- 
ceive, tliat I have it in my power to be a valuable 
correspondent, and that it w'ill be your interest to 
deserve my confidence. 

Here the misanthrope left off speaking, desirous 
to know the sentiments of our hero, who embraced 
the proffered alliance in a transport of joy and 


surprise ; and the treaty was no sooner concluded, 
than Mr. Crabtree began to perform articles, by 
imparting to him a thousand delicious secrets, from 
the possiKsion of which he promised himself im 
numerable scenes of mirth and enjoyment. Hy 
means of this associate, whom he considered as the 
ring of Gyges, lie foresaw', that he should be enabled 
to penetrate, not oidy into the chambers, but even 
to the inmost tlioughts of the female sex. In order 
to ward oft' suspicion, they agreed to revile each 
other in public, and meet at a certain private ren 
dezvoiis, to communiealc their mutual discoveries, 
and concert their future operations. 

In consequence of a letter from Lieutenant Hatch- 
way, representing the dangerous situation of the 
commodore, reregrine took a hasty leave of his 
friends, and departed immediately for the garrison 

CIIAFTER l.XXTIL 

Peregrine arrives at the Garrison, where he receives the la^t 
admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who next <!:iy re- 
signs his breath, and is buried according to liis own 
directions — Some Gentlemen in the Country make a fruit 
less attempt to accommodate matters betwixt Mr. Gamaliel 
Pickle and his eldest Son. 

About four o'clock in the morning our hero 
arrived at the garrison, where he found his generous 
uncle in extremity, supported in bed by .lulia on 
one side, and Lieutenant Hatchway on the other, 
while Mr. .loiter administered sjiirilual eonsolation 
to his soul; and between whiles eoiiiforled Mrs. 
Trunnion, who, with her maid, sat by the fire, 
w'eeping with great decorum ; the jiliysieiari having 
just taken his last fee, and retired, after pronouncing 
the fatal prognostic, in wliieli he anxiously wiblied 
he might be mislaken. 

Though the coininodore’s speech was interrupted 
by a violent hieeuj), ho still retained the use of his 
senses; and, when i’eregrinc a p])roachcd, stretched 
out his liand with manifest signs of satisfaction. 
U’he young gentleman, whose heart overilowed 
with gratitude and affection, could not behold sueli 
a spectacle unmoved. He endeavoured to conceal 
his tenderness, which, in the wildness of his 
youth, and the pride of his dis])o.silion, he con- 
sidered as a derogation from his manliood ; hut, in 
spite of all his endeavours, the tears gushed from 
Ills eyes, while h^issed tlie old man’s hand ; and 
he was so utterly di.seoncerted by his grief, that, 
when he attempted to speak, his longue denied its 
office ; — so that the commodore, jiereeiving liis dis- 
order, made a last effort of strength, and consoled 
him in these words : — “ Sw'ab the spray from your 
bowsprit, my good lad, and coil up your spirits. 
You must not let the toplifts of your heart give 
way, because you see nn; ready to go down at these 
years. Many a better man has foundered before 
be has made half my way ; tliof J trust, by the 
mercy of God, I shall be sure in port in a very few 
glasses, and fast moored in a most blessed riding ; 
for my good friend .loiter hath overhauled the 
journal of my sins, and, by tlie observation he hath 
taken of the state of my soul, 1 hope I shall happily 
conclude my voyage, and be brought up in the 
latitude of heaven. Here has been a doctor that 
wanted to stow me chock full of physic ; but, when 
a man’s hour is come, what signifies his taking his 
departure with a ’pothecary’s shop in his hold. 
Those fellows come alongside of dying men, like 
the messeiicers of the admiralty with sailing orders ; 
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but I told him as how 1 could slip my cable with- 
out his direction or assistance, and so he hauled off 
in dudgeoru This cursed hiccup makes such a rip- 
pling in the current of my speech, that mayhap you 
don’t understand what 1 say. N ow, w'hile the sucker 
of my M'ind-pump will go, I would willingly mention 
a few things, which 1 hope you will set down in the 
log-book of your remembrance, when I am stiff, 
d’ye see. 'f’here’s your aiiut sitting whimpering 
by the fire; 1 desire you will keep her tight, warm, 
and easy in her old age ; slie’s an Iionest hear^ in 
her own way, and, thof she goes a little crank and 
humoursome, being often overstowed with 
Nantz and religion, she has been a faithful ship- 
mate to me, and 1 dare say never turned in with 
another man since wc first embarked in the same 
hoftoin. Jack Hatchway, you know the trim of 
her as well as e’er a man in England, and I believe 
she lias a kindness for you; wlierehy, if jou two 
will grapple* in the way of matrimony, wliem 1 am 
gone, 1 do siijipose that my godson, for love of me, 
will allow you t,o live in the garrison all the days of 
your life.” 

Peregrine asstired him, he would with ])leasiire 
romply with any request he should make in behalf 
of two persons avIioiu he esteemed so much. The 
lieutenant, with a waggish sneer, which even the 
p:ravity of the situation could not prevent, thanked 
them both for their good-will, telling (he commo- 
ilore, he was obligi'd to him for his friendship, in 
seeking to promote him to the eominaiid of a vessel 
which he himself had wore out in the service ; but 
that, notwithstanding, he should he content to take 
charge of her, thougli he eoukl not help being shy 
)f coming after sueh an able navigator. 

'rruninon, exhausted as he was, smiled at this 
-ally, and, afti'r some pause, resumed his admoiii- 
lons in tins manlier: I need not talk of Pipes, 

[iccanse 1 know you’ll do for him without any 
recommendation ; the fellow has .sailed with me in 
iitany a liard gale, and I’ll warrant him as stout a 
seaman as ever set face to the weather. But 1 liope 
con’ll talv<* care of the rest of my crew, and not 
lisrate them after 1 am dead, iii fa\our of new 
biknvers. Asforthat \oimg woman, hJed Gauntlet’s 
laughter, I’m informed as how slie’s an excellent 
wcueh, and has a resjiect for you; whereby, if you 
:im her on board in an unlawful way, I leave my 
?urse upon jou, and trust you will never prosper in 
die voyage of life. But I believe you are more of 
in honest man, than to behave so much like a 
pirate. I beg of all love you w'ool take care of 
V'our constitution, and beware of running foul of 
iiarlots, who are no better than so many mermaids, 
bat sit upon rocks in the sea, and liang out a fair 
face for the destruction of passengers ; thof 1 must 
cay, for my own part, 1 never met with any of 
' 110*^6 sweet singers, and yet 1 have gone to sea for 
the space of thirty years. But how somevjr, steer 
your course clear of all such brimstone li — es. Shun 
S(oing to law', as you w'ould shun the devil ; and 
look upon all attorneys as devouring sharks, or 
ravenous fisli of prey. As soon as the breath is 
Diu of my body, let minute guns be fired, till 1 am 
■safe under ground. I would also be buried in the 
red jacket 1 had on when 1 boarded and took the 
Ileiiummy. Let my pistols, cutlass, and pocket 
compass be laid in the coffin along with me. Let 
me be carried to the grave by my own men, rigged 
in the black caps and white shirts which my barge’s 
srew were wont to wear ; and they must keep a 


good look-out, that none of your pilfering ras 
callions may come and heave me up again, for the 
lucre of what they can get, until the carcass is 
belayed by a tombstone. As for the motto, or what 
you call it, T leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who 
are scholars ; but 1 do desire, that it may not be 
engraved in the Greek or ]>atin lingos, and much 
less in the French which I abominate, but in plain 
English, that, when the .angel comes to pipe all 
hands, at the great day, he may know that 1 am a 
British man, and speak to me in my mother tongue. 

I And now I have no more to say, but God in heaven 
have mercy upon my soul, and send you all fair 
weather, wheresoever you are hound.” So saying, he 
regarded every individual around him with a look 
of eomplacem y, and closing his eye, composed him 
sell* to rest, w hile the whole audience, Pipes himself 
not excepted, were melted with sorrow ; and Mrs. 
’I'runnion consented to quit the room, that she 
might not be exposed to the unspeakable anguish 
of seeing him expire. 

His last moments, however, were not so near as 
they imagined. He began to dose, and enjoyed 
small intervals of ease, till next day in tlie after- 
noon ; during wbicli remissions, he was heard to 
pour forth many ])ioiis ejaculations, expressing his 
hope, tliat, for all the heavy cargo of his sins, he 
should be able to surmount the puttoek-shroiuls of 
despair, and get aloft to the cross-trees of God’s 
good favour. At last liis voice sunk so low as not 
to he distinguished; and, having lain about an 
hour, almost without tiny jiereeplible signs of life, 
he gave up the ghost with a groan, which announced 
his decease. 

J ulia w'as no sooner certified of this melancholy 
event, than she rtin to her aunt's chamber, weeping 
aloud ; and immediately a very decent concert was 
peii’ormed by the good w idow and her attendants. 
Peregrine and Hatchway retired till the corpse 
sliouid he laid out ; and Pipes having surveyed the 
body, with a face of rueful attention, — “ AW'!! fare 
thy soul! old Hawser Trunnion;” said he, “man 
and boy 1 have known thee these five-and- thirty 
years, and sure a truer heart never broke biscuit. 
Many a hard gale hast thou weathered ; but now 
thy spells are all over, and thy hull fairly laid up. 
A better eoinmaud(*r I’d never desire to serve ; and 
who knows but 1 may help to set up thy standing 
rigging in another world?” 

All the servants of the house wi re affected with 
the loss of their old master ; and the poor people 
in the neighbourhood assembled at the gate, and, 
by repeated howdings, expressed their sorrow for 
the death of their charitable benefactor. Peregrine, 
though he felt everything which love and gratitude 
could inspire on this occasion, w as not so much 
overwhelmed w ith affliction, as to be incapable of 
taking the management of the family into his own 
hands. He gave directions about the funeral wdth 
great discretion, after having paid the com])limem8 
of condolence to his aunt, whom he consoled w’ith 
the assurance of his inviolable esteem and affection. 
Ho ordered a suit of mourning to be made for 
every person in the garrison, and invited all the 
neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, not even 
excepting his father and brother Gam, who did not, 
however, honour the ceremony with their presence; 
nor was his mother humane enough to visit her 
sister-in-law in her distress. 

In the method of interment, the commodore's 
injunctions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the same 
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time our hero made a donation of fifty pounds to 
the poor of the parish, as a benefaction which his 
uncle had forgot to bequeath. 

Having performed these obsequies with the most 
pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which 
there was no addition since it had been first exe- 
cuteil, adjusted the payment of all the legacies, and, 
being sole executor, took an account of the estate 
to which he had succeeded, which, after all deduc- 
tions, amounted to thirty thousand pounds. The 
possession of such a fortune, of which he was 
absolute master, did not at all contribute to the 
humiliation of his spirit, but inspired him with new 
ideas of grandeur and magnificence, and elevated 
hib hope to the highest pinnacle of expectation. 

His domestic affairs being settled, he was visited 
by almost all the gentlemen of the country, who 
came to pay their compliments of congratulation 
on liis accession to the estate ; and some of them 
offered their good offices towards a reconciliation 
betwixt his fallier and him, induced by the general 
detestation which was entertained for his brother 
Gam, who was by this time looked upon by his 
neighbours as a prodigy of insolence and malice. 
Our young squire thanked them for their kind 
proposal, which he accepted ; and old Gamaliel, at 
their entreaties, seemed very well disposed to any 
accommodation ; but, as he would not venture to 
declare himself before he had consulted his wife, 
his favourable disposition was rendered altogether 
ineffectual, by the instigations of that implacable 
woman ; and our hero resigned all expectation of 
being reunited to his folher’s house. 11 is brother, 
as usual, took all opportunities of injuring his 
character, by false aspersions, and stories misre- 
presented, in order to prejudice his reputation ; nor 
was his sister ,7 ulia suffered t o enjoy her good fortune 
in ponce. Had ho undergone such j)ersecuiion from 
an alien to his blood, the world would have beard 
of his revenge; but, notwithstanding his indigna- 
tion, he was too much tinctured by the prejudices 
of consanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment against 
the son of his own parents ; and this coubideration 
abridged the term of his residence at the garrison, 
where he had proposed to stay for some months. 

CIIAl^TER LXXIV. 

The young Gentleman having settled his domestic Affairs, 

arrives in London, and sets up a gay Equipage, He meets 
with Emilia, and is introduced to her Uncle. 

Ills aunt, at the earnest solicitations of Julia and 
her husband, took up her quarters at the house of 
that affectionate kinswoman, who made it her chief 
study to comfort and cherish the disconsolate widow ; 
and Jolter, in expectation of the living, which was 
not yet vacant, remained in garrison, in quality of 
land-steward upon our hero's country estate. As 
for the lieutenant, our young gentleman communed 
with liim in a serious manner, about the commo- 
dore’s proposal of taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife ; 
and Jack, being quite tired of the solitary situation 
of a bachelor, which nothing but the company of his 
old commander could have enabled him to support so 
long, far from discovering aversion to the match, 
observed with an arch smile, that it was not the 
nrsl timehehaJ commanded a vessel in the absence 
of Captain Trunnion ; and therefore, if the widow 
was willing, he would cheerfully stand by her helm, 
and, as he hoped the duty would not be of long 
continuance, do his endeavour to steer her safe into 


port, where tlie commodore might come on board, 
and take charge of her again. 

In consequence of this declaration, it was deter- 
mined that Mr. Hatchway should make his addresses 
to Mrs. Trunnion as soon as decency would per- 
mit her to receive them ; and Mr. Clover and his 
wife promised to exert their influence in his behalf. 
Meanwhile Jack was desired to live at the castle 
as usual, and assured, that it should be put wholly 
in his possession, as soon as he should be able to 
accomplish this matrimonial scheme. 

When Peregrine had settled all these points to 
his own satisfaction, he took leave of all his friends, 
and, repairing to the great city, purchased a new 
chariot and horses, put Pipes and another lacquey 
into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings in I’all- 
Mall, and made a most remarkable appearance 
among the people of fashion. It w^as owing to this 
equipage, and the gaiety of his personal dei)ort- 
nient, that common fame, which is always a common 
liar, represented him as a young gentleman who had 
just succeeded to an estate of five thousand pounds 
per amium, by the death of an uncle ; tliat he was 
entitled to an eijual fortune at the decease of his 
own father, exclusive of two considerable jointures, 
wliicdi would devolve upon him at the demise of 
his mother and aunt, 'rhis report, false and ridi- 
culous as it was, lie could not find in his heart to 
contradict. Mot but tliat he was borry to find liim- 
self so misrepresented; but his vanity would not 
allow him to take any step that might diminish 
his importance in the oiiinion of those who courted 
his ac(iuuintancc, on the siipjiosition that his cir- 
cumstances were actually as uflluent as they m ere 
said to be. Nay, so much was ho infatuated by 
this veakiiess, that he I’esolved to encourage the 
deception, by living up to the report ; and accord- 
ingly engaged in the most expensive parties of 
])leasure, believing that, before his present finances 
should be exhausted, his fortune would be efl'ectu- 
ally made, by the personal accomplishments lie 
should have occasion to display to the beau monde 
in the course of his extravagance. In a word, 
vanity and pride were the ruling foibles of our ad- 
venturer, who imagined himself suflicienlly quali- 
i fied to retrieve his fortune in various shajies, long 
before he could have any idea of want or difficulty . 
He thought he should have it in his power, at any 
time, to make prize of a rich lioiress, or opulent 
widow; his ambition had already aspired to the 
heart of a young handsome duchess dowjiger, to 
whoso acquaintance he had found means to be intro- 
duced; or, should matrimony chance to be unsuit- 
able to his inclinations, he never doubted, that, by 
the interest he might acijuirc among the nobility, 
he should be favoured with some lucrative post, 
that would amply recompense him for the liber- 
ality of his disposition. There are many young 
men who entertain the same expectations, with half 
the reason he had to be so presumptuous. 

In the midst of these chimerical calculations, his 
passion for Emilia did not subside; but, on the 
contrary, began to rage with such an inflammation 
of desire, that her idea interfered with every other 
reflection, and absolutely disabled him from prose- 
cuting the other lofty schemes which his imagina- 
tion had projected. He therefore laid down the 
honest resolution of visiting her in all the splendour 
of his situation, in order to practice upon lier virtue 
with all his art and address, to the utmost extent 
of his affluence and fortune. Nay, so effectually 
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had liis guilty passion absorbed lus principles of 
honour, conscience, humanity, and regard for the 
commodore’s last words, that he was base enough 
to rejoice at the absence of liis friend Godfrey, who, 
being then with his regiment in Ireland, could not 
dive into his purpose, or take measures for frustrat- 
ing his "vicious design. 

Fraught with these heroic sentiments, he deter- 
mined to set out for Sussex in his chariot and six, 
attended by his valet-de-charnbre and two footmen ; 
and as he was now sensible, that in his last essay 
he had mistaken his cue, he deternvined to change 
his battery, and sap the fortress, by the most sub- 
missive, soft, and insinuating behaviour. 

C)n the evening that preceded this proposed ex- 
pedition, he went into one of the boxes at the play- 
house, as usual, to show himself to the ladies ; and 
in reconnoitring the company through a glass, for 
no other reason but bc‘cause it was fasbionai)le to be 
purblind, percei ved his mistress very plainly drcs.sed, 
in one of the seats above the stage, talking to 
another >oung woman of a very homely ap])ear- 
ance. 'i’hotigh liis heart beat the alarm with the 
utmost impaliLMiee at siglit of his Emilia, lie was 
for some minutes deterred from obeying the im- 
pulse of liis love, by the pre.senee of some ladies of 
fashion, who, he feared, Avould think the worse of 
liiin, should they see him make his compliment 
in }mblic to a person of her figure. Nor would the 
violence of ln.s inclination have so far prevailed 
over his pride, as to lead him thither, had not he 
recollected, lliat his quality friends would look 
upon lier as some handsome Abigail, with whom he 
had an alTair of gallantry, and of conbequence give 
linn credit for the intrigue. 

Encouraged by this suggestion, be complied with 
the dictates of love, and Hew to tlic place wlierc liis 
charmer sat. 11 is air and dress were so remarkable, 
that it was almost iinpossihlc he should have es- 
caped the eyes of a curious observer, especially as 
lu; had chosen a time for coming in, when bis en- 
trance could not fail to attract the notice of the 
s])cctators ; I mean, wlieii the vliole house was 
liuslied in attention to (be pcrforniance on (he stage. 
Emilia, therefore, jierceived him at his lirst ap- 
proach ; she found herself discovered by the direc- 
tion of liis glass, and, guessing his intention by his 
abrupt retreat from the box, summoned all her 
fortitude to her aid, and prepared for his reception, 
lie advanced to her witli an air of eagerness and 
joy, tempered with modesty and respect, and ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at seeing her, with a seem- 
ing reverence of regard. Though she was extremely 
well pleased at this unexpected behaviour, she 
suppressed the emotions of her heart, and answered 
his compliments with atfected ease and unconcern, 
such as iniglit denote the good humour of a person 
who meets by accident with an indifferent acquaint- 
ance. After having certified himself of her own 
good health, lie very kindly inquired about her 
mother and Miss Sophy, gave her to understand 
that lie had lately been favoured with a letter from 
Godfrey ; that he bad actually intended to set out 
next morning on a visit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which, 
now that he was so happy as to meet with her, he 
would postpone, until he should have the pleasure 
of attending her to the country. After having 
thanked him for his polite intention, she told him, 
that her mother was expect<‘d in town in a few 
days, and that she herself had come to London 
some weeks ago, to give her attendance upon her j 


aunt, who had been dangerously ill, but was now 
pretty well recovered. 

Although the conversation of course turned upon 
general topics, during the entertainment he took all 
opportunities of being particular with his eyes, 
through which he conveyed a thousand tender pro- 
testations. h'he saw and inwardly rejoiced at the 
humility of his looks ; but, far from rewarding it 
with one approving glance, she industriously 
avoided this ocular intercourse, and rather coquetted 
with a young gentleman that ogled her from the 
opposite box. Peregrine’s penetration easily de- 
tected her sentiments, and he was nettled at her 
dissimulation, which served to confirm him in his 
unwarrantable designs upon her person. He per- 
sisted ill his assiduities with indefatigable perse- 
verance ; when the play was concluded, handed 
lier and her companion into an hackney-coach, and 
with difficulty was permitted to escort them to the 
house of Emilia’s uncle, to whom our hero was in- 
troduced by tlie young lady, as an intimate friend 
of her brother Godfrey. 

The old gentleman, who was no stranger to the 
nature of IVregrinc’s connexion with his sister’s 
family, prevailed upon him to stay supper, and 
seemed particularly well pleased with his conver- 
sation and deportment, which, by the help of his 
natural sagacity, he wonderfully adapted to the 
humour of his entertainer. After supper, when the 
ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called for 
his pipe, our sly adventurer followed his example. 
Though he abliorred the plant, he smoked witli an 
air of infinite .satisfaction, and expatiated upon the 
virtues of tobacco, as if he had been deeply con- 
cerned in the Virginia trade. In the progress of 
the discourse, he consulted the mercliaiit’s dispo- 
sition ; and the national debt coming upon the 
carpet, held forth upon the funds like a professed 
broker. When the alderman complained of the 
restrictions and discouragements of trade, liis guest 
inveighed against exorbitant duties, with the nature 
of which he seemed as well acquainted as any coin- 
niissioner of the customs ; so that the uncle was 
astonished at the extent of his knowledge, and ex- 
pressed his surprise that a gay young gentleman 
like him should have found either leisure or incli- 
nation to consider subjects so foreign to the fashion- 
able amusements of youth. 

I^ickle laid hold on tliis opportunity to tell him, 
that he was descended from a race of merchants ; 
and that, early in life, he had made it his business 
to instruct himself in the different branches of 
trade, which he not only studied as his family pro- 
fession, but also as the source of all our national 
riches and power. He then launched out in praise 
of commerce, and the promoters thereof ; and, by 
way of contrast, employed all his ridicule in draw- 
ing such ludicrous pictures of the manners and 
education of what is called high life, that the trader’s 
sides were shaken by laughter, even to the danger 
of his life ; and he looked upo||our adventurer as a 
miracle of sobriety and good sense. 

Having thus ingratiated himself with the uncle, 
Peregrine took his leave, and next day, in the fore- 
noon visited the niece in his chariot, ^er she had 
been admonished by her kinsman to behave with 
circumspection, and cautioned against neglecting 
or discouraging the addresses of such a valuable 
admirer. 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

He prosecutes his Design upon Emilia with great Art and 
Perseverance. 

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrisy obtained 
free access to his mistress, began the siege, by pro- 
fessing the most sincere contrition for his former 
levity, and imploring her forgiveness with such 
earnest supplication, that, guarded as she was 
against his flattering arts, she began to believe his 
protestations, wliich were even accompanied with 
tears, and abated a good deal of that severity and 
distance she had proposed to maintain during this 
interview. She would not, however, favour him 
with the least acknowledgment of a mutual passion, 
because, in the midst of his vows of eternal con- 
stancy and truth, he did not mention one syllable 
of wedlock, though he w'as now entirely master of 
his own conduct ; and this consideration created a 
doubt, which fortified her against all his attacks. 
Yet, what her discretion would have concealed, 
was discovered by her eyes, which, in spite of all 
her endeavours, breathed forth complacency and 
love. For her inclination was flattered by her 
own self-sufiicicncy, which imputed her admirer’s 
silence in that particular to the hurry and pertur- 
bation of his spirits, and persuaded Ikt that he 
could not possibly regard her with any other than 
honourable intentions. 

The insidious lover exulted in the tenderness of 
her looks, from which he presaged a eomple vic- 
tory; but, that he might not overshoot himself b> 
his own precipitation, he would not run the risk of 
declaring himself, until her heart should be so far 
entangled within his snares, as that neither the sug- 
gestions of honour, prudence, or pride, should he able 
to disengage it. Armed with this r(‘solution, he 
restrained the impatieiiee of his temper within the 
limits of the most delicate deportment. After hav- 
ing solicited and obtained permission to attend her 
to tlie next opera, he took her by the hand, and , 
jnvssing it to his lips in the most resjiectful manner, 
went away, leaving her in a most whimsical state 
of suspense, chequered with an interesting vicissi- 
tude of hope and fear. 

On the appointed day, he appeared again about 
five o’clock in the afternoon, and found her native 
charms so much improved by the advantages of 
dress, that he was transported with admiration and 
delight ; and, while he conducted her to the llay- 
inarket, could scarce bridle the impetuosity of his 
passion, so as to observe the forbearing maxims he 
had adopted. When she entered the pit, he had 
abundance of food for the gratification of his vanity ; 
for, in a moment, she I'clipsed all the fenuile part ol’ 
the audience, each individual allowing in her own 
heart that the stranger was by far the handsomest 
woman there present, excejit herself. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double 
triumph ; he was vain of this opportunity to en- 
hance liis reputatio^or gallantry among the ladies 
of fashion w'ho knRr him, and proud of an occa- 
sion to display his quality acquaintance to Emilia, 
that she might entertain the greater idea of the 
cou(juest she had made, and pay the more defeience 
to his importance in the sequel of his addresses. 
That he might profit as much as possible by this 
situation, lie went up and accosted every person in 
the pit, with whom he ever had the least commu- 
nication, whispered and laughed with an affected 
air, of familiarity, and even bowed at a distance to 


some of the nobility, on the slender foundation of 
having stood near them at court, or presented them 
with a pinch of rappee at White’s chocolate-house. 

This ridiculous ostentation, though now practised 
with a view of promoting his design, was a weak- 
ness that, in some degree, infected the whole of his 
behaviour; for nothing gave him so much joy in 
conversation, as an opportunity of giving the com - 
pany to understand how well he was with persons 
of distinguished rank and character, lie would 
often, for example, observe, as it were occasionally, 

that the Duke of G was one of the best natured 

men in the world, and illustrate this assertion by 
some instance of his affability, in which he himself 
was concerned. Then, by an abrupt transition, he 

would repeat some repartee of Lady T and 

mention a certain bon mot of the Earl of C , 

which was uttered in his hearing. 

Ahuiidanee of young men, in this manner, make 
free with the names, though they have never had 
access to the persons of the nobility ; hut this was 
not the ease with Peregrine, who, m consideration 
of liis appearance and supposed fortune, together 
with the advantage of his introduction, was, by this 
time, freely admitted to the tables of the great. 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, though 
he still maintained th(‘ most scrupulous decorum in 
his behaviour, he plied her with the mo.st passionate 
expressions of love, squeezed her hand with great 
fervency, protested that his whole soul was en- 
grossed by her idea, and that he could not exist 
independent of her favour. J ’leased as slie was 
with his warm and pathetic addresses, together with 
th(‘ respectful manner of his making love, she yet 
had prudence and resolution siillieient to contain 
her tenderness, wliicli was ready to run over ; being 
fortified against liis arts, by reflecting, that, if his 
aim was honourable, it was now his business to 
declare it. On this consideration, she refused to 
make any serious reply to his earnest expostula- 
tions, hut affected to receive ihi'in as the undeter- 
mined effusions of gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, though 
it haftied liis hope of extorting from lier an ac- 
knowledgment of n hieh he might have taken im- 
mediate advantage, neverthele.ss encouraged him 
to observe, as the chariot jiassed along the Strand, 
that the night was far advanced ; that supper would 
certainly be over before they could reach her uncle’s 
hou.se ; and to propose that he should wait upon 
her to some jilaee, where they might be aecom- 
inodaled with a slight refreshment. She vas 
offended at the freedom of tliis jiroposal, mTucIi, 
however, she treated as a joke, thanking him for 
his courteous offer, and assuring him, that when 
she should be disposed for a tavern treat, he alone 
should have the honour of bestowing it. 

Her kinsman lieing engaged with company abroad, 
and her aunt retired to rest, he had the good for- 
tune to enjoy a tvtc-a-tvte with her during a whole 
hour, which he employed with such consummate 
skill, that her caution was almost overcome. He 
not only assailed her with the artillery of sighs, 
vows, prayers, and tears, but even pawned his 
honour in behalf of his love. He swore, with many 
imprecations, that although her heart was surren- 
dered to him at discretion, there was a principle 
witliin him, which would never allow him to injure 
such innocence and beauty ; and the transports of 
his passion had, upon this occasion, so far overshot 
his purpose, that if she had demanded an explana 
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tion while he was thus agitated, lie would have 
engaged himself to her wish by such ties as he 
could not break with any regard to his reputation. 
Rut from such expostulation she was deterred, 
partly by pride, and yartly by the dread of finding 
nerself mistaken in such an interesting conjecture. 
She therefore enjoyed the present flattering appear- 
ance of her fate, was prevailed upon to accept the 
jewels which he purchased with part of his winning 
at Rath, and, with the most enchanting condescension, 
submitted to a warm embrace wln^n he took liis 
leave, after having obtained jiermission to visit her 
as often as his inclination and convenience wmuld 
permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoyed 
up with his success to an extravagance of hope, 
already congratulated himself upon his triumph 
ov<*r Emilia’s virtue, and began to project fu- 
ture coiKi nests among the most dignified charac- 
ters of the female sex. Rut his attention was not 
at all dissipated by these vain reflections ; he re- 
solved to concentrate the whole exertion of his soul 
upon the execution of his present ])lan, desisted, in 
the meantime, from all other schemes of pleasure, 
interest, and ambition, and took lodgings in the 
city, for the more commodious accomiilishment of 
his purpose. 

While our lover’s imagination w'as thus agree- 
ably regaled, his mistress did not enjoy her ex- 
pectations without the intervention of doubts and 
anxiety, llis silence, touching the final aim of his 
addresses, was a mystery on which she was afraid 
of exercising her sagacity ; and her uncle tormented 
her with inquiries into the circumstances of Pere- 
grine’s professions and deportment. Rather than 
give this relation the least cause of suspicion, which 
must have cut off all intercourse betwixt her and 
her admirer, she said everything which she thought 
would satisfy his care and concern for her welfare; 
and, in conseijuence of such representation, she 
enjoyed, without reserve, the company of our ad- 
venturer, who prosecuted his plan with surprising 
eagerness and perseverance. 


CHAPTER LXXVI. 

He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him to a Masquerade, 
makes a treacherous Attempt upon her Allection, and 
meets with a deserved Itepulse. 

Scarce a night elapsed in which he did not conduct 
her to some public entertainment. When, by the 
dint of his insidious carriage, he thought himself in 
full possession of her confidence and affection, he 
lay in wait for an opportunity ; and hearing her 
observe in conversation, that she liad never been at 
a masquerade, begged leave to attend lier to the 
next hall ; at tlu* same time extending his invita- 
tion to the young lady in whose company he Iiad 
found her at the play, she being present when this 
subject of discourse was introduced. Tie liad flat- 
tered himself, that this gentlewoman would decline 
the proposal, as she was a person seemingly of a 
demure disjjosition, who had been born and bred in 
ihe city, where such diversions are looked upon as 
scenes of lewdness and debauchery. For once, 
however, he reckoned without his host ; curiosity 
is as prevalent in the city as at the court end of the 
town. Emilia no sooner signified her assent to his 
proposal, than her friend, with an air of satisfac- 
tion, agreed to make one of the party ; and he was 


obliged to thank aer for that complaisance which 
laid him under infinite mortification. He set his 
genius at work to invent some scheme for pre- 
venting her unseasonable intrusion. Had an oppor 
tunity offered, he would have acted as her physician, 
and administered a medicine that would have laid 
her under the necessity of staying at home. Rut 
his acquaintance with her being too slight to lur- 
nish him with the means of executing this expe- 
dient, he devised another, which was practised with 
all imaginable success. Understanding that her 
grandmother had left her a sum of money inde- 
pendent of her parents, he conveyed a letter to her 
mother, intimating, that her daughter, on pretence 
of going to the inas(pierade, intended to bestow 
herself in marriage to a certain person, and that in 
a few days she would he informed of the circum- 
stances <»f the whole intrigue, provided she would 
keep this information secret, and contrive some 
excuse for detaining the young lady at home, w ith- 
out giving her cause to believe she was aqiprised of 
her intention. This billet, subscribed, Your well-- 
wisher^ and unknown humble servant^ hud the desired 
effect upon the careful matron, who, on the ball 
day, feigned herself so extremely ill, that Miss could 
not wdth any decency (luit her mamma’s apart- 
ment ; and therefore sent her apology to Emilia in 
the afternoon, immediately after the arrival of 
Peregrine, who pretended to he very much afflicted 
with the disappointment, while his heart throbbed 
w'ith a transport of joy. 

About ten o’clock the lovers set out for the Hay- 
market, he being dressed in the habit of T*antaloon, 
and she in that of Columbine ; and they had scarce 
entered the house when the music struck up, the 
curtain w'as withdrawn, and the whole scene dis • 
played at once, to the admiration of Emilia, whose 
expectation was infinitely surpassed by this exhi- 
bit ion. Our gallantha ving eondueted her through all 
the different apartments, and described the economy 
of the place, led her into the circle, and, in their turn, 
they danced several minuets ; then going to the side- 
board, he prevailed upon her to eat some sweetmeats 
and drink a glass of champaign. After a second 
review of the company, they engaged in country 
dances, at which exercise they continued, until our 
adventurer concluded that his partner’s blood was 
suflieienlly w arm for the prosecution of his design. 
On this supposition, which was built upon her de- 
claring that she was thirsty and fatigued, he per- 
suaded her to take a little refreshment and repose ; 
and, for that j)urpose, handed her down stairs into 
the eating-room, where, having seated her on the 
floor, he presented her with a glass of wine and 
water; and, as she complained of being faint, en- 
riched the draught wdth some drops of a certain 
< lixir, wdiich he recommended as a most excellent 
restorative, though it was no other than a stimu- 
lating tincture, which he had treacherously pro- 
vided for the occasion. Having swallowx'd this 
potion, by which her spirits were manifestly exhi- 
larated, she ate a slice of ham, with the wing of a 
cold pullet, and concluded the meal with a glass of 
Rurgundy, which she drank at the earnest entreaty 
of her admirer. Theso extraordinary cordials co- 
operating with the ferment of her blood, which was 
heated by violent motion, could not fail to affect the 
constitution of a delicate young creature, who was 
naturally sprightly and volatile. Her eyes began 
to sparkle with unusual fire and vivacity, a thou- 
sand brilliant sallies of wit escaped her, and every 
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mask that accosted her underwent some smarting 
repartee. 

Peregrine, oveijoyed at the success of his admi- 
nistration, proposed that they should resume their 
places at the country dances, with a view to pro- 
mote and assist the efficacy of his elixir ; and, when 
he thought her disposition was properly adapted 
for the them"; began to ply her with all the elocu- 
tion of love. In order to elevate his own spirits to 
that pitch of resolution which his scheme required, 
he (hrank two whole bottles of Burgundy, which 
inflamed his passion to such a degree, that he found 
himself capable of undertaking and perpetrating 
any scheme for the gratification of his desire. 

Emilia, warmed by so many concurring incen- 
tives, in favour of the man she loved, abated con- 
siderably of her wonted reserve, listened to his 
protestations with undissembled pleasure, and, in 
the confidence of her satisfaction, even owned him 
absolute master of her affections, liavished wdth 
this confession, he now deemed himself on the 
brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and 
assiduity ; and the morning being already pretty , 
far advanced, assented with rapture to the first pro- ! 
posal she made of retiring to her lodgings. The , 
blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he took ad- 
vantage of the favourable situation of hcrtlioughts; 
and, on pretence of being whimsical, in consequence 
of the wine he had swallowed, clasped her in his 
arms, and imprinted a thousand kisses on her pout- 
ing lips, a freedom which she pardoned as the pri- 
vilege of intoxication. While he thus indulged 
liimself wdth impunity, the carriage halted, and 
ripes opening the door, his muster liaiulcd her into 
the jiassage, before she perceived that it was not 
her uncle’s house at which they had alighted. 

Alarmed at tliis discovery, she, with some con- 
fusion, desired to know his reason for conducting 
her to a strange place at these hours. But he made 
no rej)ly, until he liad led her into an upartmeiit. 
when he gave her to iindertaTid, that, as her uncle’s 
iumily must lie distui'bed by her going tliither so 
late in the night, and the streets near Temple Bar 
were infested by a multitude of robbers and cut- 
throats, be had ordered his coucliman to halt at this 
house, wdiich was kept by a relation of his, a 
mighty good sort of a gentlewoman, who w ould be 
proud of an opportunity to accominodate a person 
for whom he was known to entertain such tender- 
ness and esteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be imposed 
upon by this plausible pretext. In spite of her par- 
tiality for Peregrine, which had never lieen inflamed 
to such a pitch of complacency before, she compre- 
hended his whole plan in a twinkling. Though 
her blood boiled with indignation, she thanked him 
with an affected air of serenity for his kind concern, 
and expressed her obligation to his cousin ; but, at 
the same time, insisted upon going home, lest her 
absence should terrify her uncle and aunt, who, 
she knew, would not retire to rest till her return. 

He urged her, with a thousand remonstrances, 
to consult her own ease and safety, promising to 
send Pipes into the city, for the satisfaction of her 
relations. But, finding her obstinately deaf to his 
entreaties, he assured her, that he would, in a few 
minutes, comply with her request ; and, in the mean 
time, begged she would fortify herself against the 
cold with a cordial, which he poured out in her 
presence, and which, now that her suspicion was 
aroused, she refused to taste, notwithstanding all his 


importunities. He then fell on his knees cefore 
her, and the tears gushing from his eyes, swore 
that his passion was wound up to such a pitch of 
impatience, that he could no longer live upon the 
unsubstantial food of expectation ; and that, if she 
would not vouchsafe to crown his happiness, he 
would forthwith sacrifice himself to her disdain. 
Such an abrupt address, accompanied with all the 
symptoms of frantic agitation, could not fail to 
perplex and affright the gentle Emilia, who, after 
some recollection, replied with a resolute tone, that 
she could not see what reason he had to complain 
of her reserve, which she was not at liberty to lay 
entirely aside, until he should have avowed his in- 
tentions in form, and obtained the sanction of those 
whom it was her duty to obey. “ Divine creature 1” 
cried he, seizing her hand, and pressing it to his 
lips, “it is from you alone 1 hope for that condesceu- 
sion, which would ovcrM^helni me with transports 
of celestial bliss. The sentiments of parents are 
sordid, silly, and confined. I mean not then to sub- 
ject my passion to such low restrictions as were 
calculated for the puri)oses of common life. My 
love is too delicate and refined to wear those vulgar 
fetters, which serve only to destroy the merit of 
voluntary affection, and to upbraid a man incessantly 
with the artiehis of compulsion, under wliich he 
lies. My dear angel! spare me the luortihcation 
of being compelled to love >ou, and reign sob* em- 
press of my heart and fortune, I will not affront 
you so much as to talk of settlements ; my all is at 
your disposal. Ju this i)ocket-book are notes to the 
amount of two thousand pounds ; do me the plea- 
sure to accept of them ; to-morrow I w ill lay ten 
thousand more in your lap. In a word, you shall 
be mistress of my whole estate, ami 1 shall think 
myself happy in living dejxmdent on your bounty !” 

Heavens ! what v ere the emotions of the vir- 
tuous, the sensible, the delicate, tli(‘ tender Emilia’s 
heart, when she beard this insolent declaration from 
the mouth of a man whom slie liad honoured with 
her affection and esteem ! It w as not simply horror, 
grief, or indignation, that she felt, in consequence 
of this unworthy treatment, but tlie united j)angs 
of all together, which produced a sort of hysteric 
laugh, while she told him tliat she could not helj» 
admiring his geiuTosity. 

])eceived by this convulsion, and the ironical 
compliment that attended it, the lover thought he 
had already made great progress in his operations, 
and that it was iiow^ Ids business to storm the 
fort by a vigorous assault, that he might spare her 
the confusion of yielding without resistance. Pos- 
sessed by this vain suggestion, he started up, and, 
folding her in his arms, began to obey the furious 
dictates of his unruly and ungenerous desire. With 
an air of cool determination, she demanded a 
parley; and when, upon her repeated request, he 
granted it, addressed herself to him in these words, 
while her eyes gleamed with all the dignity of the 
most awful resentment. “ Sir, 1 scorn to upbraid 
you with a repetition of your former vows and pro- 
testations, nor will I recapitulate the little arts you 
have practised to ensnare my heart; because, though 
by dint of the most perfidious dissimulation you 
have found means to deceive my opinion, your ut- 
most elForts have never been able to lull the vigi- 
lance of my conduct, or to engage my affection 
beyond the power of discarding you without a tear, 
whenever my honour should demand such a sacri- 
fice. Sir, you are unworthy of my concern or 
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regret, and the sigh that now struggles from my 
breast is the result of sorrow, for my own want of 
discernment. As for your present attempt upon my 
chastity, I despise your power, as I detest your in- 
tention. Though, under the mask of the most 
delicate respect, you have decoyed me from the 
immediate protection of my friends, and contrived 
other impious stratagems to ruin my peace and re- 
putation, I confide too much in my own innocence, 
and the authority of the law, to admit one thought 
of fear, much less to sink under the horror of this 
shocking situation, into which I have been seduced. 
Sir, your behaviour on this occasion is, in all re- 
spects, low and contemptible. For, ruffian as you 
are, you durst not harbour the thought of executing 
your execrable scheme, while you knew my brother 
was near enough to prevent or revenge the insult ; 
so that you must not only be a treacherous villain, 
blit also a most despicable coward.” Having ex- 
pressed herself in this manner, with a most majestic 
sevi'rity of aspect, she opened the door, and, walk- 
ing down stairs with surprising resolution, com- 
mitted herself to the care of a watchman, who 
accommodated her with a hackney chair, in which 
she was safely conveyed to her uncle’s house. 

MeanvN liile, the lover was so confounded and 
overawed by these cutting reproaches, and her 
animated behaviour, that all his resolution forsook 
liim, and he found himself not only incapable of 
obstructing her retreat, but even of uttering one 
syllable to deprecate her wrath, or extenuate the 
guilt of his own conduct. The nature of his dis- 
appointment, and the keen remorse that seized him, 
when he reflected upon the dishonourable footing 
on which his character stood with Emilia, raised 
sin*h perturbation in his mind, that his silence was 
succeeded by a violent fit of distraction, during 
which he raved like a bedlamite, and acl(‘d a thou- 
sand extravagancies, which convinced the people of 
the house, a certain bagnio, that he had actually 
lost his wnts. Pipes, with great concern, adojited 
the same opinion ; and, being assisted by the 
waiters, hindered him, by main force, from running 
out and pursuing the fair fugitive, wnom, in his 
delirium, he alternately cursed and commended, 
with horrid imiireeations and lavish applause. His 
faithful valet, having waited two whole hours, in 
hopes of seeing this gust of passion overblown, 
and perceiving that the paroxysm seemed rather to 
increase, very jirudently sent for a physician of his 
master's acquaintance, lio, having considered the 
circumstances and symptoms of the disorder, di- 
rected that he should be jilentifully blooded, without 
\oss of time, and prescribed a draught to compose 
the tumult of his spirits. These orders being 
punctually performed, he grew more calm and 
tractable, recovered his reflection so far as to be 
ashamed of the ecstasy he had undergone, suffered 
himself quietly to be undressed and put to bed, wdiere 
the fatigue, occasioned by his exercise at the mas- 
querade, cooperated with the present dissipation of 
his spirits to lull him into a profound sleep, which 
greatly tended to the preservation of his intellects. 
Not that he found himself in a state of perfect 
traiKjuillity when he waked about noon. The re- 
membrance of what had passed overwhelmed him 
with mortification. Emilia’s invectives still sounded 
in his ears. And, while he deeply resented her 
disdain, he could not help admiring her spirit, and 
his heart did homage to her charms. 


CHAPTER LXXVIL 

He endeavours to Reconcile himself to his Mistress, and 

Expostulates with the Uncle, who forbids him the House. 

In this state of division, he went home to his own 
lodgings in a chair ; and while he deliberated with 
himself whether he should relinquish the pursuit, 
and endeavour to banish her idea from his breast, 
or go immediately and humble himself before his 
exasperated mistress, and offer his hand as an atone- 
ment for his crime, his servant put in his hand a 
packet, which had been delivered by a ticket-porter 
at the door. He no sooner perceived that the su- 
perscription was in Emilia’s hand-writing, than he 
guessed the nature of the contents ; and opening 
the seal with disordered eagerness, found the jewels 
he had given to her, enclosed in a billet, couched in 
these words. 

“ That I may have no cause to reproach myself wiili 
having retained the least memorial of a wretch whom I 
equally despise and abhor, I take this opportunity of restoring 
these ineifectual instruments of his infamous design upon 
the honour of “ Emilia.” 

His chagrin was so much galled and inflamed at 
the bitterness of this contemptuous message, that be 
gnawed his fingers till the blood ran over his nails, 
and even we[)t with vexation. Sometimes he vowed 
revenge against her liaughty virtue, and reviled 
himself for his precipitate declaration, before his 
scheme was brought to maturity ; then he would 
consider her behaviour with reverence and regard, 
and bow before the irresistible power of her at- 
tractions. In short, bis breast was torn by conflicting 
passions ; love, shame, and remorse, contended with 
vanity, ambition, and revenge ; and the superiority 
was still doubtful, when headstrong desire inter- 
posed, and decided in favour of an attempt towards 
a reconciliation with the oftetidcd fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he set out in the after- 
noon for the house of her uncle, not without hopes 
of that tender enjoyment, which never fails to 
attend an accommodation betwixt two lovers of 
taste and sensibility. Though the consciousness 
of his trespass encumbered him with an air of 
awkward confusion, he w as too confident of his own 
qualifications and address lo despair of forgiveness ; 
and, by that time he arrived at the citizen’s gate, 
he had conned a very artful and pathetic harangue, 
which he proposed to utter in his own behalf, laying 
the blame of his conduct on the impetuosity of his 
passion, increased by the Burgundy, which he had 
too liberally drank. But he did not meet with an 
opportunity to avail himself of this preparation. 
Emilia, suspecting that he would take some stop of 
tliis kind to retrieve her favour, had gone abroad 
on pretence of visiting, after having signified to 
her kinsman her resolution to avoid the company 
of Peregrine, on account of some ambiguities which, 
she said, were last night remarkable in his de- 
meanour at the masquerade. She chose to insinuate 
her suspicion in these hints, rather than give an 
explicit detail of the young man’s dishonourable 
contrivance, which might have kindled the resent- 
ment of the family to some dangerous pitch of 
animosity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, fi^nding himself baffled in his 
expectation of seeing her, inquired for the old 
gentleman, with whom he thought he had influence 
enough to make his apology good, in case he should 
find him prepossessed hy the young lady’s in- 
formation. But lierc too he was disappointed, the 
uncle having gone to dine in the country, and his 
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wife was indisj^sed ; so tliat he had no pretext fo 
staying in the nouse till the return of his charmer. 
Being, however, fnutful of expedients, he dis- 
missed his chariot, and took possession of a room 
in a tavern, the windows of which fronted the 
merchant's gate ; and there he proposed to watch 
luitil he should see her approach. This scheme he 
put in practice with indefatigable patience, though 
It was not attended with the expected success. 

Emilia, whose caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreseeing that she might be exposed 
to the fertility of his invention, came home by a 
private passage, and entered by a postern, which 
was altogether unknown to her admirer ; and her 
uncle did not arrive until it was so late that he 
could not, with any decency, demand a conference. 

Next morning, he did not fail to present himself 
at the door, and his mistress being denied by her own 
express direction, insisted upon seeing the master 
of the liouse, who received him with such coldness 
of civility, as plainly gave him to understand that 
he was acquainted with the displeasure of his niece. 
He, therefore, with an air of candour, told the 
citizen, lie could easily perceive by his behaviour 
tliat he was the confidant of Miss Emily, of whom 
he was eome to ask pardon for the offence he liad 
given ; and did not doubt, if he could be admitted 
to her presence, that he should be able to convince 
her that he had not erred intentionally, or at least 
propose such reparation as would effectually atone 
for his fault. 

'Fo this remonstrance the merchant, without any 
ceremony or circumlocution, answered, that though 
he was ignorant of the nature of his offence, he 
was very certain, that it must have been soni(!thiiig 
very llagrant that could irritate Ids niece to such a 
degree, against a person for whom she had formerly 
a most particular regard, lie owned, she had 
declared her intention to renounce his acquaintance 
for ever, and, doubtless, she had good reason for 
so doing; neither Avould he undertake to promote 
an aeeommodation, unless ho would give him full 
power to treat on the score of matrimony, which he 
supposed would be the only means of evincing his 
own sincerity, and obtaming Emilia’s forgiveness. 

Peregrine’s pride was kindled by this hluiit de- 
claration, which lie could not hel]) considering us 
the result of a scheme concerted betwixt the young 
lady and her uncle, in order to take the advantage 
of his heat. He therefore rejilied, with manifest 
signs of disgust, that he did not apprehend there 
w’as any occasion for a mediator to reconcile the 
difference betwixt Emilia and him ; and that all he 
desired was an opportunity of pleading in his own 
behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that, as his niece 
had expressed an earnest desire of avoiding his 
company, he would not put the least constraint ujion 
her inclination ; and, in the mean time, gave him 
to know, that he was particularly engaged. 

Our hero, glowing with indignation at this super- 
cilious treatment, “ I was in the wrong,” said he, 

“ to look for good manners so far on this side of 
Temple-Bar; but you must give me leave to tell 
you, sir, that unless I am favoured with an interview 
with Miss Gauntlet, I shall conclude that you have 
actually laid a constraint upon her inclination, for 
some sinister purposes of your own.” “ Sir,” 
replied the old gentleman, “you are welcome to 
make what conclusions shall seem good unto your 
own imagination ; but pray be so good as to allow 


me £ le privilege of being master in my own house.** 
So saying, he very complaisantly showed liim to 
the door ; and our lover being diffident of his own 
temper, as well as afraid of being used with greater 
indignity, in a place where his personal prowess 
would only serve to heighten his disgrace, quitted 
the house in a transport of rage, which he could 
not wholly suppress, telling the landlord, that if his 
age did not protect him, he would have chastised 
him for his insolent behaviour. 

CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

He projects a violent Scheme, in consequence of which he 

is involved in a most fotiguing Adventure, which greatly 
tends towards the augmentation of his Chagrin. 

Thus debarred of personal communication with his 
mistress, he essayed to retrieve her good graces by 
the most submissive and patlietic letters, which be 
convey ed by divers artifices to her perusal ; but, 
reaping no manner of benefit from those endeavours, 
his jiassion acquired a degree of impatience little 
inferior to downright frenzy ; and he determined 
to run every risk of life, i’ortune, and reputation, 
rather than desist from his unjustifiable pursuit. 
Indeed, his resentment was now as deeply concerned 
as his love, and each of these passions (Mpially 
turhuleut and loud in demanding gratification. 
He kept sentinels continually iu jiay, to give Inm 
notice of her outgoings, in exjiectation of finding 
some opportunity to carry her off ; but her circum- 
spection eutirel) frustrated this design, for she 
•.uspected every tiling of that sort from a disjiositioa 
like his, and regulated her motions accordingly. 

Jlaffled by her prudence and penetration, lie 
altered his jilan. ( )n jiretence of being called to 
his country house b> some aff air of importance, lu* 
dejiarted from Jjondon, and, taking lodgings at a 
larmer’s liouse that stood near the road tlirougli 
which she must liavc necessarily passed in her 
return to her mother, concealed himself tVom all 
intercourse, except with his valet-de-chambre and 
T’ipcs, who had orders to scour the country, and 
reconnoitre every horse, coach, or carriage, that 
should appear on that highway, -with a view of 
ntercepting his Amanda in her jiassuge. 

He had waited in this ambuscade a whole v'cek, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his 
ellow scout hud discovered a chaise and six, 
driving at full speed towards them ; upon wliich 
dicy had flapped their hats over tlieir e^es, so as 
key might not be known, in case ibej should be 
seen, and concealed themselves behind a hedge, 
from whence they could perceive in the carriage, 
as it passed, a. young man plainly dressed, w ith a 
lady ill a ma.sk, of the exact size, shaiu*, and air of 
Emilia; and that Pipes followed them at a distance, 
wliile he rode back to communicate this jiiecc of 
‘intelligence. 

Peregrine would scarce allow him time to con- 
clude his information. He ran down to the stable, 
where his horse was kept ready saddled for the 
purpose, and, never doubting that the lady in 
juestion was his mistress, attended by one of her 
uncle’s clerks, mounted immediately, and rode full 
gallop after the chaise, wliich, when he had ju’o- 
ceeded about two miles, he understood from 
Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though 
his inclination prompted him to enter her apart- 
ment without farther delay, he suffered himself to 
be dissuaded from taking such a precipitate step, 
by his privy counsellor, who observed, that it would 
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be impracticable to execute his purpose of convey- 
ing her against her will from a public inn, that 
stood in the midst of a populous village, which 
would infallibly rise in her defence. He advised 
him therefore to lie in wait for the chaise, in some 
remote and private part of the road, where they 
might accomplish their aim without difficulty or 
danger. In consequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn, 
tliat she might not escape another way, while he 
and the valet, in order to avoid being seen, took a 
circuit by an unfrequented path, and placed tliem- 
Bclves in ambush, on a spot which they chose for 
the scene of their achievement. Here they tarried 
a full hour, without seeing the carriage, or hearing 
from their sentinel. So that the youth, unable to 
exert his patience one moment longer, left the 
foreigner in his station, and rode hack to his faith- 
ful lacquey, who assured him, tliat the travellers 
had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded on 
their voyage. 

Notwithstanding this intimation. Pickle began to 
entertain such alarming suspicions, that he could 
not refrain from advancing to the gate, and inquire 
for tlu! company which had lately arrived in a 
chaise and six. The innkeeper, who was not at all 
pleased with the behaviour of those passengers, did 
not think proper to observe the instructions he had 
received; on the contrary, he plainly told Jiiin, 
that the chaise did not halt, hut only entered at 
one door, and went out at the other, with a view to 
deceive those who pursued it, as he guessed from 
the words of the gentleman, who had earnestly 
desire<l that his route might be concealed from any 
f>ersoii wlio should in(iuirc about their motions. 
“ As for my own peart, measter,” continued this 
charitable publican, “ I believes as how they are no 
better than they should he, else they wouldn’t he in 
such a deadly fear of being overtaken. J^lethiuks, 
said r, when 1 saw" them in sueh a wound y pother 
to he gone, oddshheartlikins ! this must he some 
Jiondon prentice running aw'ay with his measter’s 
daughter, as sure as Pm a living soul. But, he he 
who he will, sartain it is, a has nothing of the gen- 
lleman about en ; for, tliof a asked such a favour, a 
never once jmt hand in pocket, or said, ‘ Dog, will 
von drink?’ 1 low^somcver, that don’t argufy in 
reverence of his being in a hurry ; and a man may 
1 ) 1 * soniclimes a little too judgmatical in his con- 
jectures.” fn all probability, this hxjuacious laiul- 
onl would have served the traveller effectually, 
liad Pt regrinc lieard him to an end ; hut this im- 
p(‘tuous youth, far from listening to the sequel of 
his oliscrvations, iutermpted him in the beginning 
of liis career, by asking eagerly which road they 
followed; and, having received tlic iimkccper’s 
diri'ctions, clapped spurs to his horse, eoimiianding 
l*i]»i‘s to make tlie valet acquainted with his course, 
that they might attend him with all imaginable 
despatch. 

IJy the -[uihlicaii’s account of their conduct, his 
former opinion was fully confirmed. He plied his 
steed to the height of his metal ; and so much was 
iiis imagination engrossed by the prospect of having 
Kmilia in his power, that he did not perceive the 
road on which he travelled was quite different from 
that which led to the habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet. 
The valct-de-chamhre was an utter stranger to that 
part of the county ; and, as for Mr. Pipes, such 
considerations were altogether foreign to the eco- 
nomy of his reflection. 


Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes 
were blessed with the sight of the chaise ascending 
an hill, at the distance of a good league; upon 
which he doubled his diligence in such a mtmner, 
that he gained upon the carriage every minnti^ 
and at length approached so near to it, that he 
could discern the lady and her conductor, with 
their heads thrust out at the windows, looking 
back, and speaking to the driver alternately, as if 
they earnestly besought him to augment the speed 
of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in sight of port, while he 
crossed the road, his horse happened to plunge into 
a cart rut with such violence, that he was thrown 
several yards over his head ; and the beast’s 
shoulder being slipped by the fall, he found himself 
disabled from plucking the fruit, which was almost 
within his reach ; for he had left his servants at a 
considerable distance behind him ; and although 
they had been at his back, and supplied liim witli 
another liorse, they were so indifferently mounted, 
that he could not reasonably expect to overtake the 
flyers, who profited so much by this disaster tliat 
the chaise vanished in a moment. 

It may he easily conceived how a joung man of 
his disposition passed his time, in this tantalizing 
situation. He ejaculated with great fi'rvency ; hut 
his prayers w(*re not the effects of resignation, lie 
ran hack on foot, with ineredihlc speed, in oi’der to 
meet his valet, whom he unhorsed in a tn inkling; 
and, taking his scat, began to ext'reise his whij) and 
spill’s, after luiving ordered tlie Swiss to follow him 
on the other gelding, and committed the lame 
hunter lo tlie care of Pipes. 

Matters being adjusted in this manner, our ad- 
venturer prosecuted tlie race with all his might ; 
and, having made some progress, was informed by 
a countryman, that the chaise had struck oft into 
another road, and, according to his judgment, w as 
by that time about three miles a-head ; though, in ail 
probability, the horses would not he able to hold out 
much longer, because the) seemed to he (piile spent 
when they passed his door. Encouraged by this 
iiitiination, Peregrine pushed on with great alacrity, 
though he could not regain sight of the desired 
object, till the clouds of night began to deepen, and 
even then he enjoyed nothing more than a tran- 
sient glimpse ; for the carriage was no sooner seen, 
than shrouded again from his view. M'hese vexa- 
tious ciroumstanees animated his endeavours, wliile 
tliey irritated his chagrin. In short, lie conthuu'd 
his pursuit till the night was far advanced, and 
himself so uncertain about the object of his care, 
that he entered a solitary inn, with a view of 
obtaining some intelligence, when, to his infinite 
joy, he perceived the chaise standing by itself, and 
the horses panting in the yard. In full confidence 
of his having arrived at last at the goal of all his 
wishes, he alighted instantaneously, and, running 
up to the coachman, with a pistol in his hand, com- 
manded him, in an imperious tone, to eoiiduet him 
to the lady’s chamber, on pain of death. The driver, 
afifrighted at this menacing address, protested, with 
great humility, that he did not know whither his 
fare had retired ; for that he himself was paid and 
dismissed from th(‘ service, because he would not 
undertake to drive them all night across the country, 
without stopping to refresh his horses. But he 
promised to go in quest of the waiter, who would 
show him to their apartment. He was accordingly 
detached on that errand, while our hero stood 
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sentinel at the gate, till the arrival of liis valet-de- 
charabre, who joining him by accident, before the 
coachman returned, relieved him in his watch; 
and then the young gentleman, exasperated at his 
messenger’s delay, rushed, with fuiy in his eyes, 
from room to room, denouncing vengeance upon 
the whole family ; but be did not meet with one 
living soul, until he entered the garret, where he 
found the landlord and his wife in bed. This 
chicken-hearted couple, by the light of a rush can- 
dle that burned on tlie hearth, seeing a stranger 
burst into the chamber, in such a terrible attitude, 
were seized with consternation ; and, exalting their 
voices, in a most lamentable strain, begged, for the 
passion of Christ, that he would spare their lives, 
and take all they had. 

Peregrine guessing, from this exclamation, and 
the circumstance of their being abed, that they 
mistook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
that which he wanted to know, dispelled their terror, 
hy making tlu^iu acquainted with the cause of his 
visit, and desired the husband to get up with all 
possible despatch, in order to assist and attend him 
in his search. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every comer of 
the inn, and, at last, finding the hostler in the stable, 
was by him informed, to his unspeakable mortifica- 
tion, that the gentleman and lady who arrived in 
the chaise, had immediately hired post-horses for a 
certain village at the distance of fifteen miles, and 
departed without halting for the least refreshment. 
Our adventurer, mad with his disappointment, 
mounted his horse in an instant, and, with his at- 
tendant, took the same road, with full determination 
to die, rather than desist from the 'prosecution of 
liis design. lie had, by this time, rode upwards of 
thirty miles since three o'clock in the afternoon; 
so that the horses were almost quite jaded, and 
travelled this stage so slowly, that it was morning 
before they reached the place of their destination, 
where, far from finding the fugitives, he understood 
that no such persons as he described had passed 
that way, and that, in all likelihood, they liad taken 
a quite contrary direction, while in order to mis- 
lead him in his pursuit, they had amused the 
hostler wdth a false route. This conjecture was 
strengthened by his perceiving, now for the first 
time, that he had deviated a considerable way from 
the road, through which they must have journeyed, 
in order to arrive at the place of her mother’s 
residence ; and these suggestions utterly deprived 
him of the small remains of recollection which 
he had hitherto retained. His eyes rolled about, 
witnessing rage and distraction ; he foamed at 
the mouth, stamped upon the ground with great 
violence, uttered incoherent imprecations against 
himself and all mankind, and would have sallied 
forth again, he knew not whither, upon the same 
horse, which he had already almost killed with 
fatigue, had not his confidant found means to quiet 
the tumult of his thoughts, and recal his reflection, 
by representing the conation of the poor animals, 
and advising him to hire iresh horses, and ride post 
across the country, to the village in the neighbour- 
hood of Mrs. Grauntlet’s habitation, where they 
should infallibly intercept the daugther, provided 
they could get the start of her upon the road. 

Peregrine not only relished, but forthwith acted 
in conformity with this good counseL His own 
horses were committed to the charge of the land- 
lord, with directions for Pipes, in case he should 


come in quest of liis master ; and a couple of stout 
geldings being prepared, he and his valet took the 
road again, steering their course according to the 
motions of the post-boy, who undertook to be their 
guide. They had almost finished the first stage, 
when they descried a post-chaise just halting at the 
inn where they proposed to change horses ; upon 
which our adventurer, glowing with a most in- 
teresting presage, put his beast to the full speed, 
and approached near enough to distinguish, as the 
travellers quitted the carnage, that he had at last 
come up with the very individual persons whom lie 
had pursued so long. 

Flushed with this discovery, he galloped into the 
yard so suddenly, that the lady and her conductor 
scarce had time to shut themselves up in a chamber, 
to which they retreated with great precipitation ; 
so that the pursuer was now certain of having 
housed his prey. That he might, however, leave 
nothing to fortune, he placed himself upon the stair 
by which they had ascended to the apartment, and 
sent up his compliments to the young lady, desiring 
the favour of being admitted to her presence, other- 
wise he should be obliged to wave all ceremony, 
and take that liberty which she would not giy<?. 
The servant, having conveyed his message throng 
the key-hole, returned with an answer, importing 
that she would adhere to tlie resolution she had 
taken, and perish, rather than comply wdth his will. 
f)ur adventurer, without staying to make any re- 
joinder to this reply, ran up stairs, and, thunderiug 
at the door for entrance, was given to undersland 
by the nymph’s attendant, that a blunderbuss was 
ready primetl for his reception, and that he would 
do well to spare him the necessity of shedding 
blood in defence of a person who liad )nit JuTself 
under his protection. “All the laws of tlie land,” 
said he, “cannot now untie the knots by which we 
are bound together ; and therefore 1 will guard her 
as my own property; so that you had better desist 
from your i’ruitless attempt, and thereby consult 
your own safety ; for, by the God that made me, 
1 will discharge my piece upon you, as soon as }ou 
set your nose within the door— and your blood be 
upon your own head.” ’I'liese menaces, from a 
citizen’s clerk, would have been snfticient motives 
for Fickle to storm the breach, although they bad 
not been reinforced by that declaration, wliieli 
informed him of Emilia’s having bestow'od herself 
in marriage upon such a contemptihle rival. ’Phis 
sole consideration added wings to his impetuosity, 
and he applied Ids foot to the door with such irre- 
sistible force, as bursted it open in an instant, 
entering at the same time with a pistol ready cocked 
in his hand. His antagordst, instead of firing his 
blunderbuss, when he saw 1dm approach, started 
back with evident signs of surprise and consterna- 
tion, exclaiming, “Lord Jesus I Sir, you are not the 
man ! and, without doubt, arc under stmie mistake 
with regard to us.” 

Before Peregrine had time to answer this saluta- 
tion, the lady, hearing it, advanced to him, and 
pulling off a mask, discovered a face which he liad 
never seen before. The Gorgon’s head, according 
to the fables of antiquity, never had a more instan- 
taneous or petrifying eifect, than that which tliis 
countenance produced upon the astonished youth. 
His eyes were fixed upon this unknown object, as 
if they had been attracted by the power of en- 
chantment, his feet seemed rivetted to the ground, 
and, after having stood motionless for the space of 
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a few minutes, he dropped down in an apoplexy 
of disappointment and despair. The Swiss, who 
had followed him, seeing his master in this 
condition, lifted him up, and, laying him upon a 
bed in the next room, let him blood immediately, 
without hesitation, being alwa 3 'S provided with a 
case of lancets, against all accidents on the road. 
To this foresight our hero, in all probability, was 
indebted for his life. By virtue of a very copious 
evacuation, he recovered the use of his senses ; but 
the complication of fatigues and violent transports, 
which he had undergone, brewed up a dangerous 
fever in his blood; and a physician being called 
from the next market-town, several days elapsed 
before he would answer for his life. 

CHAPTER LXXIX. 

Peregrine sends a Message to Mrs. Gauntlet, who rejects his 
Proposal — He repairs to the Garrison. 

At length, however, his constitution overcame his 
disease, though not before it had in a great measure 
tamed the fury of his disposition, and brought him 
to a serious consideration of his conduct. In this 
humiliation of his spirits, he reflected with shame 
|,nd remorse upon his treachery to the fair, the 
innocent Emilia ; lie remembered his former senti- 
ments in her favour, as well as the injunctions of his 
dying uncle *, be n'collected Ids intimacy with her 
brotiier, against which be had so basely sinned ; 
and, revolving all the circumstances of her conduct, 
found it so cominendable, spirited and noble, that 
he deemed her an object of suflicient dignity to 
merit liis honourable addresses, even though his 
duty luid not been eoncerned in the decision. But, 
(>bbgat('d as he was to make reparation to a worthy 
famil}", w Inch lie liad so grossly injured, be thought 
h(‘ could not manifest bis reformation loo soon ; 
and, whenever lie found Idmself able to hold the 
])en, wrot(‘ a letter to ]\lrs. (launtlet, vdierein he 
acknowledged, witli many expn'ssions of somnv 
and contrition, that he had acted a part altogether 
unbecoming a man of honour, and should never 
enjoy the least tranquillity of mind, until he should 
have merited her forgiveness. He protested, that, 
although his happiness entirely depended upon the 
ileterinination of ICmilia, lie would even renounce 
all hope of being blessed with her favour, if she 
could point out any other method of making re- 
paration to that amiable young lady, hut by laying 
his lieart and fortune at her feet, and submitting 
himself to licr pleasure during the remaining part 
of his life. He conjured her, therefore, in the 
most pathetic manner, to pardon him, in considera- 
tion of his sincere repentance, and to use her 
maternal influence with her daughter, so as that he 
might be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding- 
ring, as soon as his health would allow him to 
undertake the journey. 

This explanation being despatched by Pipes, who 
had, by this time, found his master, the young gen- 
tleman inquired about the couple whom 1 > had so 
unfortunately pursued, and understood from his 
valet-de-chambre, who learned the story from their 
own mouths, that the lady was the only daughter 
of a rich Jew, and her attendant no other than his 
apprentice, who had converted her to Christianity, 
and married her at tlie same time ; that this secret 
having taken air, the old Israelite had contrived a 
scheme to separate them for ever ; and they being 
apprised of his intention, had found means to elope 


from his house, with a view of sheltering them- 
selves in France, until the affair could be made up; 
that, seeing 1 hree men ride alter them with such 
eagerness and speed, they never doubted that the 
pursuers were her father, and some friends or do- 
mestics, and on that siiiiposition had fled with the 
utmost despatch and trepidation, until they had 
found themselves happily undeceived, at that very 
instant when they expected nothing but mischief 
and misfortune. Lastly, the Swiss gave him to 
understand, that, after having professed some con- 
cern for his deplorable situation, and enjoyed a 
slight refreshment, they had taken their departure 
for Dover, and, in all likelihood, were safely arrived 
at Paris. 

Infour-and-twenty hours after Pipes was charged 
with his commission, he brought back an answer 
from the mother of Emilia, couched in these words: 

“Sir,— I received the favour of yours, and am fflad, for 
your own sake, tlmt you have attained a due sense and con- 
viction of your unkind and unchristian behaviour to poor 
Kinv I thank God, none of my children were ever bo in- 
siiltfd before. Give me leave to tell you, sir, my daughter 
was no upstart, without fi lends or education, but a young 
lady, as well bred, and better born, than most private gentle- 
women in the kingdom ; and therefore, though you had no 
esteem for her person, you ought to have paid some regard 
to her family, which, no disparagement to you, sir, is nioro 
honourable tlian your own As for your proposal, Miss 
Gauntlet will not hear of it, being that shetlnnks her honour 
will not allow her to listen to any terms of reconciliation ; 
and she is not yet so destitute, as to embrace an oiler to 
which she has tlie least objection. In the meantime, she is 
»o inu' h indisposed, that she cannot possibly see company ; 
so 1 beg you will not take the tiouble of making a fruitless 
jrturncy to this place. Perhaps your future i uiidiict may de- 
serve her forgiveness, and ically.as 1 am concerned for jour 
happiness, which you assure me depends iijion her conde- 
scension, I wish with all my heart it may ; and am, notwith- 
standing all that has Jiappcned, your sincere well wisher, 

“(’l.CILlA (fAU>TLI':T.’ 

From this epistle, and the information of his 
messenger, our hero learned, that his mistress had 
actually profited by his wild-goose chase, so as to 
make a safe retreat to her niotluT’s house. Though 
sorry to hear of her indisposition, he was also 
piqued at her imjilacahility, as well as at some 
stately paragrajihs of the letter, in which, he 
thought, the good lady had consulted her own 
vanity, rather than her good sense. These motives 
of resentment helped him to hear his disappoint- 
ment like a philosopher, especially as he had now 
quieted his conscience, in proffering to redress the 
injury he had done ; and, moreover, found himself, 
with regard to his love, in a calm state of hope and 
resignation. 

A seasonable fit of illness is an excellent medi- 
cine for the turbulence of passion. Such a refor- 
mation had the fever produced in the economy of 
his thoughts, that he moralized like an apostlt% 
and projected several prudential schemes for his 
future conduct. 

In the meantime, as soon as his health was suf- 
ficiently re-established, he took a trip to the garri- 
son, in order to visit his friends ; and learned from 
Hatchway’s own mouth, that he liad broke the ice 
of courtship to his auiAand that his addresses 
were now fairly afloat ; though, when he first de- 
clared himself to the widow, after she had been 
duly prepared for the occasion, by her niece and 
the rest of her friends, she had received his pro- 
posal with a becoming reserve, and piously wept at 
the remembrance of her husband, observing, that 
she should never meet with his fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant’s suit with all 
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his influence ; and all Mrs. Trunnion’s objections to 
the match being surmounted, it was determined, 
that the day of marriage should be put off for three 
months, that her reputation might not suffer by a 
precipitate engagement. Ilis next care was to give 
orders for erecting a plain marble monument to the 
memory of his uncle, on which the following in- 
scription, composed by the bridegroom, actually 
appeared in golden letters. 

Here lies, 

Foundered in a fathuxn and half, 

Tlie shell 
Of 

Hawser Trunnion, Esq. 

Formeily commander of a squadron 
In his Majesty’s service, 

Who broaclicd to, at five P.M. Oct. x. 

In the year of his age 
Threescore and nineteen. 

He kept his guns always loaded, 

And his tackle ready manned, 

And never showed his poop to the enemy, 

Except when he took her in tow ; 

Hut, 

His shot being expended. 

His match burnt out, 

And his upper works decayed, 

He was sunk 

By Death’s superior weight of metal. 
Nevertheless, 

He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 

His rigging refitted. 

And his timbers repaired, 

And, with one broadside. 

Make his adversary 
Strike in his turn. 


CHAPTER LXXX. 

He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, who 
entertains him with many curious Particulars— Crabtree 
sounds the Duchess, and undeceives Fickle, who, by an 
extraordinary Accident, becomes acquainted witli another 
Lady of Quality. 

The young gentleman having performed tliese last 
offices in honour of his deceased benefactor, and 
presented Mr. d^ter to the long-expected living, 
which at tiiis time happened to be vacant, returned 
to London, and resumed his former gaiety — not 
that he was able to shake Emilia from his thought, 
or even to remember her without violent emotions ; 
for, as he recovered his vigour, his former impa- 
tience recurred, and therefore he resolved to plunge 
himself headlong into some intrigue, that might 
engage his passions and amuse his imagination. 

A man of his accomplisliments could not fail to 
meet with a variety of subjects on which his gal- 
lantry would have been properly exercised ; and 
this abundance di.straeted his choice, which at any 
time was apt to be influenced by caprice and whim. 
I have already observed, that he had lifted his 
view, through a matrimonial perspective, as high 
as a lady of the first quality and distinction ; and, 
now tliat he was refused by Miss Gauntlet, and 
enjoyed a little respite from the agonies of that 
flame which her chann^Jiad kindled in his heart, 
he renewed his assiduit^pto her grace. Though 
he durst not yet risk an explanation, he enjoyed 
the pleasure of seeing himself so well received in 
quality of a particular acquaintance, that he flat- 
tered himself with the belief of his having made 
some progress in her heart ; and was confirmed in 
this conceited notion by the assurances of her 
woman, whom, by liberal largesses, he retained in 
His interest, because she found means to persuade 


him that she was in the confidence of her lady. 
But, notwithstanding this encouragement, and the 
sanguine suggestions of his own vanity, he dreaded 
the thoughts of exposing himself to her ridicule 
and resentment by a premature declaration, and 
determined to postpone his addresses, until he 
should be more certified of the probability of suc- 
ceeding in his attempt. 

While he remained in this hesitation and suspense, 
I he was one morning very agreeably surprised with 
the apj)fiarance of liis friend Crabtree, who, by the 
permission of Pipes, to whom he was well known, 
entered his chamber before he was awake, and, by 
a violent shake of the shoulder, disengaged him 
from the arms of sleep. The first compliments 
having mutually passed, Cadwallader gave him to 
understand, that he had arrived in town over night 
in the stage-coach from Bath, and entertained liim 
with such a ludicrous account of his fellov/ travel- 
lers, that I’eregrine, for the first time since their 
parting, indulged himself in mirth, even to the 
hazard of suff ocation. 

Crabtree, having rehearsed these adventures, in 
such a peculiarity of manner as added infinite ridi- 
eule to every circumstance, and repeated every scan- 
dalous report which had circulated at Bath, aftfif 
Peregrine’s departure, was informed by the youth, 
that he harboured a design upon the person of such 
a duchess, and in all appearance had no reason to 
complain of his reception ; but that he would not 
venture to declare himself, until he should be more 
ascertained of her sentiments ; and therefore he 
begged leave to depend upon the intelligence of his 
friend Cadwallader, who, he knew, was admitted 
to her parties. 

The misanthrope, before lie would promise his 
assistance, asked if his prospect verged towards 
matrimony ? and our adventurer, who guessed the 
meaning of his question, replying in the negative, 
he undertook the office of reconnoitering her incli- 
nation, protesting at the same time, that he would 
never concern himself in any scheme that did not 
tend to the disgrace and deception of all the sex. 
On these conditions he espoused the interest of 
our hero; and a plan was immediately concerted, 
in consequence of which they met by accident at 
her grace’s table. Pickle having staid all the 
forepart of the evening, and sat out all the company, 
except the misanthi'ope and a certain widow lady, 
who was said to be in the secrets of iny lady duchess, 
went away on pretence of an indispensable engage- 
ment, that Crabtree might have a proper opportu- 
nity of making him the subject of conversation. 

Accordingly, he had scarce quitted the apart- 
ment, when this cynic, att(*nding him to the door 
with a look of morose disdain, “ Were I an absoluW 
prince,” said he, “ and that fellow one of my sub- 
jects, I would order him to be clothed in sackclotu, 
and he should drive my asses to water, that his 
lofty spirit might be lowered to the level of his 
deserts. The pride of a peacock is downright self- 
denial, when compared with the vanity of that 
coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, but is now 
rendered altogether intolerable, by the reputation 
he acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, outwitting 
a club of raw sharpers, and divers other pranks, in 
the execution of which he was more lucky than 
wise. But nothing has contributed so much to the 
increase of his insolence and self-conceit, as the 
favour he found among the ladies. Ay, the ladies, 
madam, I care not who knows it — the ladies, who, 
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to their honour be it spoken, never fwled to pa- 
tronise foppery and folly, provided they solicit their 
encouragement. And yet this dog was not on the 
footing of those hermaphroditicai animals, who may 
be reckoned among the number of waiting-women, 
who air your shifts, comb your lap-dop, examine 
your noses with magnifying glasses, in order to 
squeeze out the worms, clean your teeth -brushes, 
sweeten your handkerchiefs, and soften waste paper 
for your occasions. This fellow Pickle was enter- 
tained for more important purposes; his turn of 
duty never came till all those lapwings were gone 
to roost ; then he scaled windows, leaped over gar- 
den walls, and was let in by Mrs. Betty in the dark. 
IsTay, the magistrates of Bath complimented him 
w ith the freedom of the corporation, merely because, 
through his means, the waters had gained extraor- 
dinary credit ; for every female of a tolerable ap- 
pearance, that went thither on account of her steri- 
lity, got the better of her complaint, during his 
resid(ince at Bath, And now the fellow thinks no 
woman can withstand his addresses. He had not 
been here three minutes, when I could i»erceive, 
witli half an eye, that he had marked out your 
grace for a conquest — 1 mean in an honourable way ; 
though the rascal has imj)udence enough to attempt 
anything.” So saying, he fixed his eyes upon the 
duchess, who, while her face glowed with indigna- 
tion, turning to her confidant, expressed herself in 
these words. “ Upon my life ! 1 believe there is 
actually some truth in what this old ruffian says ; 
I have myself observed that young fellow eyeing 
me with a very particular stare.” “ It is not to be 
at all wondered at,” said her friend, “that a youth 
of his complexion should be sensible to the charms 
of your grace ! but 1 dare say he would not pre- 
sume to entertain any but the most honourable and 
respectful sentiments.” “ Respectful sentiments 1” 
cried my lady, with a look of inetfaHc disdain, “ if 
I thought the fellow had assurance enough to think 
of me m any shape, T protest 1 would forbid him 
my house. Upon my honour, such instances of 
audacity should induce persons of quality to keep 
your small gentry at a greater distance ; for they 
are very apt to grow impudent, upon the least 
eoiintenanee or encouragement.” 

Cadwallader, satisfied with this declaration, 
changed the subject of discourse, and next day 
eommiinicatcd his discovery to his friend Tickle, 
who upon this occasion felt the most stinging sen- 
sations of mortified pride, and resolved to quit his 
prospect with a good grace. Nor did the execution 
of this self-denying scheme cost him one moment’s 
uneasiness ; for his heart had never been interested 
in the pursuit, and his vanity triumphed in the 
thoughts of manifesting his indifference. Accord- 
ingly, the very next time he visited her grace, his 
behaviour was remarkably frank, sprightly, and 
disengaged ; and the subject of love being artfully 
introduced by the widow, who had been dired^d to 
sound his inclinations, he rallied the passion with 
great ease and severity, and made no scruple of 
declaring himself heart-whole. 

Though the duchess had resented his supposed 
affection, she was now offended at his insensibility, 
and even signified her disgust, by observing, that 
^rhaps his attention to his own qualifications 
screened him from the impression of all other 
objects. 

While he enjoyed this sarcasm, the meaning of 
which he could plainly discern, the company was 


jollied by a certain virtuoso, who had gained free 
iiccess to all the great families of the land, by his 
notable talent of gossiping and buffoonery. He 
was now in the seventy-fifth year of his age ; his 
birth was so obscure, that he scarce knew his father’s 
name; liis education suitable to the dignity of his 
descent ; his character publicly branded with homi- 
cide, profligacy, and breach of trust ; yet this man, 
by the hajipy inheritance of impregnable effrontery, 
and a lucky prostitution of all principle in render- 
ing himself subservient to the appetites of the great, 
had attained to an independency of fortune, as well 
as to such a particular share of favour among the 
quality, that, although he was well known to liave 
pimped for three generations of the nobility, there 
was not a lady of fashion in the kingdom who 
scrupled to admit him to her toilette, or even to be 
sipxired by him in any place of public entertain- 
ment. Not but that this sage was occasionally 
useful to his fellow-creatures, by these connexions 
with ])eople of fortune ; for he often undertook to 
solicit charity in behalf of distressed objects, with 
a view of embezzling one-half of the benefactions. 
It was an errand of this kind that now brought him 
to the house of her grace. 

After having sat a few minutes, he told the com- 
pany that he would favour them with a very j)ro- 
jier opportunity to extend their benevolence, for 
the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was reduced 
to the most abject misery, by the death of her hus- 
band, and just delivered of a coujile of fine boys. 
The>, moreover, understood from his information, 
that this object was daughter of a good family, w'ho 
had renounced her in consequence of her marry- 
ing an ensign without a fortune ; and even ob- 
structed his promotion with all their influence and 
power ; a circumstance of barbarity which had 
made such an impression upon his mind, as disor- 
dered his brain, and drove him to despair, in a fit 
of which he had ina<Ie away with himself, leaving 
his wife, then big with child, to all the horrors of 
indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticisms on this pathetic pic- 
ture, which the old man drew with great expression. 
My lady duchess concluded, that she must he a 
creature void of all feeling and reflection, who could 
survive such aggravated misery, therefore, did not 
deserve to be relieved, except m the character of a 
common beggar ; and was generous enough to offer 
a recommendation, by which she would be ad.iiitted 
into an infirmary, to which her grace was a sub- 
scriber ; at the same time advising the solicitor to 
send the twins to the Foundling Hospital, where 
they would be carefully nursed and brought up, so 
as to become useful members to the commonwealth. 
Another lady, with all due deference to the opinion 
of the duchess, was free enough to blame the gene- 
rosity of her grace, Mhich would only serve to en- 
courage children in disobedience to their parents, 
and might be the means not only of prolonging the 
distress of the wretched creature, but also of ruin- 
ing the constitution of some young heir, perhaps 
the hope of a great family ! for she did suppose 
that madam, when her month should be up, and her 
brats disposed of, would spread her attractions to 
the public, provided she could profit by her person, 
and, in the usual way, make a regular progress 
from St. James’s to Drury Lane. She apprehended, 
for these reasons, that their compassion would he 
most effectually shown, in leaving her to perish in 
her present necessity ; and that the old gentleman 
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would be unpardonable, should he persist in his en- 
deavours to relieve her. A third member of this 
tender-hearted society, after having asked if the 
young woman was handsome, and being answered 
in the negative, allowed that there as a great deal 
of reason in what had been said by the honourable 
person who had spoke last ; nevertheless, she Imin- 
bly conceived her sentence would admit of some 
mitigation. “ Let the bantlings,” said she, “ be sent 
to tliQ hospital, according to the advice r>f l|^er grace, 
and a small collection be made for the present sup- 
port of the mother ; and, when her health is re- 
covered, J will take her into my family, in (jiiality 
of an upper servant, or medium between me and 
my woman ; for, upon my life ! 1 can’t endure 
to chide or give directions to a creature, who is, in 
point of birth and education, but one degree above 
the vulgar.” 

This proposal met with universal approbation. 
The duchess, to her immortal honour, began the 
contribution with a crown ; so that the rest of the 
comi)any were obliged to restrict their liberality to 
half the sum, that her grace might not he affronted. 
And the proposer, demanding the poor woman’s 
name and place of abode, the old mediator could 
not help giving her ladyslii[) a verbal direction, 
though he was extremely mortified, on more accounts 
than one, to find such an issue to his solicitation. 

Peregrine, who, “ though humorous as winter, 
had a tear for pity, and a hand open as day for 
melting charity,” was shocked at the nature and 
result of tliis ungenerous consultation. He con- 
tributed his half-crown, however, and, retiring from 
the company, betook himself to the lodgings of the 
forlorn lady in the straw, according to the direction 
he had heard. Upon inquiry, he undm’stood that 
she was then visited by some charitable genth*- 
womaii, who had sent .for a nurse, and waited the 
return of the messenger; and he sent up his respects, 
desiring he might he permitted to see her, on pre- 
tence of having been iiitimatewith her late husband. 

Though the poor woman had never heard of his 
name, she did not think proper to deny his request; 
and he was conducted to a paltry chamber in the 
third story, where he found tliis unhappy widow 
sitting upon a truckle-bed, and suckling one of her 
infants, with the most piteous expression of anguish 
in her features, which were naturally regular and 
sweet, while the other was fondled on the knee of 
a person, whose attention was so much engrossed 
by her little charge, that, for the present, she could 
mind nothing else ; and it was not till after the first 
compliments passed betwixt the hapless mother 
and our adventurer, that he perceived the stranger’s 
countenance, which inspired him w ilh the highest 
esteem and admiration. He beheld all the graces 
of elegance and beauty, breathing sentiment and 
beneficence, and softened into the most enchanting 
tenderness of weeping sympathy. When he de- 
slared the cause of his visit, which was no other 
than the desire of befriending the distressed lady, 
to whom he presented a^bank-note for twenty 
pounds, he was favoured with such a look of com- 
placency by this amiable phantom, who might have 
been justly taken for an angel ministering to the 
necessities of mortals, that his whole soul was 
transported with love and veneration. Nor was 
this prepossession diminished by the infonnation 
of the widow, who, after having manifested lier 
gratitude in a flood of tears, told him, that the un- 
known object of his esteem was a person of honour, 


who having heard by accident of her deplorable 
situation, had immediately obeyed the dictates of 
her humanity, and come in pmson to relieve her 
distress; that she had not only generously supplied 
her with money for jiresent sustenance, but also un- 
dertaken to 1)1*0 vide a nurse for her b.ilies, and even 
promised to favour lu'i* with protection, should she 
survive her present imdanelioly situation, d’o these 
articles of inti'lligence she added, that the name of 

her henefaetress was the celebrated Lady , to 

whose character the youth was no stranger, though 
lie had neviT seen her jicrson before, 'i’he killing 
edge of her charms was a little blunted by the 
accidents of time and foifnne ; but no man of taste 
and imagination, whose nerves w ere not quite chilled 
with tlie frost of age, eoiiltl, even at that time, look 
upon her with impimity. And as I’tTcgrine saw 
h(‘r attractions heightened In the tender ofliee in 
which ^le mus engaged, he was smitten with her 
beauty, and so ravished with her compassion, that 
he could not siqijiress liis emotions, but ajqilauded 
her benevokMU'c with all the warmth of enthusiasm. 

Her ladyship received his eomplimeuts with 
great politeness and aflability. And the occasion 
on which they met being equally iiiloresting to 
both, an acquaintance eommeneed between tliem, 
and they concerted measures for the benefit of the 
widow and Iut two children, one of whom our hero 
bespoke for bis own godson ; for Eiekle was not so 
obsenre in the beau monde, but that his fame had 
reached the ears of this lad}, viho, therefore, did 
not discourage his advances towards her IV'eiidship 
and esteem. 

All the |>artl(.iilars relating to their charge being 
adjusted, beattimded her ladyship to her own lioiise; 
and, by lier conversation, had the pleasure of find- 
ing her understanding suitable to her other aecom- 
jilishments. Nor had she any reason to think that 
our hero’s (jualifi(*iitions had been I'xaggerated by 
common report. 

One of their adojiled ehildrcn died before it was 
baptized; so that their care conetmtred in the 
other, for whom they slood sponsors. Understand- 
ing that the old agent was bec’ome troublesonu* in 
his visits to the mother, to whom he now began 
to administer such counsel as shocked the delicacy 
of her virtue, they removed her into another lodg- 
ing, where slie would not be exposed to his maclii- 
nations. In less than a month, onr hero h‘arned 
from a nobleman of his acquaiiitanee, that the hoary 
pander had ai’tnally engaged to procure for him 
this pooraffli<‘ted gentlew oman ; and being frustrated 
in Ills intention, suhstitnti'd in her room a ri} myilifrom 
the purlieus of Uovent Harden, that made his lord- 
ship smart Ri'verely for the favours she bestowed. 

Meanwhile, J’eregrine cultivated his new ac- 
quaintance with all bis art and assiduity, jiresiim- 
ing, from the circumstances of her reputation and 
fate, ^ w*ell a son the strength of bis own merit, 
that, S tinu‘, he should be able to indulge that j)as- 
sion which liad begun to glow w ithin his breast. 

Asher ladyshij) had undergone a vast variety of 
fortune and adventure, which he lia<l heard indis- 
tinctly related, with numberless errors and misre- 
presentations, he was no soon<*r entitled, by the 
familiarity of communieation, to ask such a favouij| 
than he earnestly cntri‘ated her to entertain him 
with the particulars of her story ; and, by dint of 
importunity, she was at length prevailed upon, in a 
select party, to gratify his curiosity, by the account 
given in the following chajiter. 
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To Lord 

**My Lord, — T he turn which your lordsiiip {'sive to the 
conversation of last ni{?ht, having laid me under the ncce‘-siry 
of vindicating tlie htrp I have lately taken in x>ubh.s)nng Me- 
moirs of iny Lifi*, I think I have a right to demand your 
opinion of the motives which I tlicn explained, and this I 
ask by way of appeal to ymir judgment, from the bemiments 
ol those who might perhaps think my iiulueemeiits weie 
Aveak or Irtvolous. For though no person in the (om]iany 
attemploci to invalidate tlie aigiimeots I advantrd, I could 
perceive tiiat one gentleman nas not altogether con vir.eed of 
the rectitude ot that nieasiire. You may reineintier, he dropped 
beveial disseiitnig hints, couched ni the modest expressions 
of, ir/Z/i Aubvitssion hi yonr liidfislnp’i, hi'tlrr jtidytm-ui - -lint, 
io be stne, you ivoutd not hart' taken t-nch a ilrp trithoul Jint 
weujhiny the roil sequ(‘hce\~ You? provocaltmii, wete eeituiiili/ 
veitf yrcat, altUoinih the wo? Id ts apt l» put the wo? si co?iU? ?u 
Itotts upon e?'efy i/uuy -And otliei such prudential nisinua- 
tioiiH that are often more disconeerting than the di^pl.iycd 
ohjeetions of a deLlaied antagonist , hecaiise they sei in to 
import something of great weight, wliieh personal respeel 
cmleavoiii s to sujipiess. Tliese seiitenUous fiagments made 
such impression upon my mind, tliat 1 ha\e heeii all mght 
long t.isking niv recollection, in oiccr to discover the weak 
side of my defe-nce ; hut, as one always sees thiough the 
mist of paitiality m one's own coiicein^, J must have itconise 
to onr discmimeiit, and seriously insist upon knowing how 
I.ir you ap]iiove the ]usti(ii atinn of, 

“ My Loid, yoni lordship’s mon obedient ser\ant.” 

A NSW Ml 

“T>Iai)\m, — I e.innot help observing, tiiat the sc nous 
manner in wliicli yni ask my opinion of the inotnes, wliieh 
indnecd yon to publish your Memoirs, is exactly ol a piece 
With tlie comlnrt of those who consult tlieir iiiends, lor ap- 
pioiialiou lather than adiice, and, by a disappointment in 
their expectations ol applause, aie inoie than ever wedded 
to then own inventions. How would your ladyship look, 
should I now, in consecjuciice of your demand assume the 
an Ol a sex ere nioialixer, and tell you, that flic stc pyou have 
taken w. is altogether jnecipitate and niextusahh , that yon 
have uniiccesss.jiily avowed your own indiscretion, incurred 
the resentment of iiulividuals, and attracted the lepioaehcs 
of a ceiisoiious world , and that, over and above thise disad- 
vantages, you have subjected yoinsclf for ever to a life of 
domestic disquiet by iin cnsnig the tyrant of wliom yon eom- 
plam, Ixyond a possibility of forgiveness or n eoneiliation / 
Would not all the icscnlmerit of a di'-appomted author 
take ])ossfShion of j'our ladysliip , overcast .hat thceifiiliuss 
of connien.ince with a sullen iiown, and lighten tioin those 
fair eyes in gleams of displeasuie ? No. you would he moie 
snrpnsed lliaii ollenih'd at my oliset vatimi.s ^ on would be- 
lieve you had been all along deceived in youi opinion of 
my delicacy and understanding. You would he murulicd at 
the discovery of your own mistake, and look ujion me 
with cmniussion, as one of those taiue, timid rationalists, 
who, being naturally phlegmatic and fearful, aie utter 
strangers to the refiucd sensations of the human heart, m- 
caji.ible ot doing justice to those melting tendernesses which 
they never felt, ,ind too iriesoluteto withstand the toi rent of 
ignorant, malicious, or wrong-headed clamour, when it alh cis 
a character in whieli their friendship ouglit to be inliiesttil. 
Yoiii sentiments, I own, would in that ease be ju.st, excepting 
that I sliould engage youi lady.ship’s pity, m deseiving your 
contempt, and, instead of being despised as a cold frieml, be 
atill regarded by you as a weak and tiinoious well-wisher. 
If your chaiacler suflered cruelly from misiepresenlations ; 
if your loililes wore magiiilied and multiplied with all the 
aggravations of envy and fiction ; if the qualities of your 
heart wcie decned or traduced, and even your understanding 
called in question , 1 agree witli your ladyship, that it was not 
only excusable, but highly necessary, to publish a detail ol 
your coiiiluct, which would acquit you ol all or most of those 
scand.ilous imputations. 'J'liis task you have, in mv opinion, 
performed to tiie satisl.iction of till the intelligent and un- 
prejudiced jiart ol mankind. He must be very deficient in 
caiidom and lecling, who, in reading your Memoirs, is not 
interested in your favoui ; who does not espouse the cause of 
beauty, innocence, and love ; who docs not see fliat, as you 
once w('re, you would still have eontnined to lie, the pattern 
of conjugal lailh and felicity, had not the cross accidents of 
lonniic fuiced you Irom the n.ituial bias of your disposition ; 
who docs not excuse the tenderness w hieh youth and sensi- 
bility, so ein umstanced, could not possibly resist ; and who 
docs not I'leely forgive the fault, w'ben be considers the par- 
ticulars of the temptation. He must he void of all taste and 
reflection, who does not adiniie your sinrit, elegance, and 
sense ; and dead to all the liner movements of the soul, if he 
is not agitated, thrilled, and transported with the pathetic 
eircunistances of your story. Some people who are your 
iadyBhip's friends, and highly entertained with the perfor- 


mance, have wislied you had spared yourself some urmeces 
saty roiife-ssions, which they thought could serve no end, 
but that of afloiding a handle to your enemies for censure 
ami defamation. I myself, 1 own, was of tlie same opinion, 
i until yon cnnviiiccd me, that, in supiiressing one circum- 
stance whuli might be afterwards diRCovered, your sin- 
ceriiy through the w'hnle piece would have been called in 
question And what have you avowed, that your most ma- 
licious foes dure blame, except your disiegard of an unna- 
tural eoiitiact, which, tliough auttiorised by the laws of y'^our 
coiintiy, was inipo.'.ed upon your necessity% youth, and 
inexperience 1 Nor w.is this conduct the result of vicious 
levity and mtcmpeiance You had already given undeniable 
proofs ol your constani”' and conjugril viilue to the first lord 
of your atlections, who was the clnnec of your love, and to 
whom your heait was iinalLerahly wedded. Your natural 
•seuMliility h.T,d been, by this extraordinary care, tendernesb, 
and attention, chi‘ri>iied and impioved to such a degree of 
delieaov, as could not pos.sibly nlish the attachment of the 
common um ol Inisb.mds No wonder, then, that you was 
uneasy uiidei a second cngagenieiit so much unlike the 
first, that every iircumst.incc ol the contrast appeari'd to 
you in the must aggiavating light, and made a .suitable 
impresMon ujioii youi imagination, and, that you’ was not 
inseii'-i'.lc to those attractions winch liad formerly captivated 
youi heart, nor able to resi-^t the flattering insiiinalions, 
iiicicdihle assiduity, and surprising jiersevcrance of an attful 
lover And sme he eoulil not have chosen a more favourable 
opjioitnmtv to prc’ler Ins addresses. Your passions were 
niinsnally interulered by giiet; yon was dissatistied with 
your domestic situation : you was soliiaiy (or wank,of that 
intimate coiiiu xion in win li you had been so happy before; 
and voui Mleast glowi'd with the most patlictu: susceptibility, 
while you was yet a sti.inger to the insidious wiles of man. 
I n sue h (I'strcss Uu- nmid longs toi symp.iihy and consolation ; 
It seeks to repose itself upon the tenih i friendship of some 
kind partiici, tlnn will sliare and alleviate its soirowa. ISucb 
a eomfoiter appeared in the accoinpli.-.lied youth; your 
jugdnuntwas plc.ised with ins qualifications , his demeanour 
aeqniied yoin esteem, your friendship was engaged l>y hi« 
simerity . and your aflection was imensihly subdued Jn 
short, every tbing eonspited to promote his suit, and my 
wonder is not that he siici i‘t*ded, but that you held out so long. 
Your seutimenis with regard to lliosc wlio have inveighed 
against your perfoimance. ari‘ altogether conformalile to that 
good sense and heiiev olciit disposition wlinh 1 have always 
admired and esteemed. As loi vvi iters who h.i\ e exercised 
their pens in abusing j onr lady ship, they are either objects of 
inuth Ol compassion, They, jioor harmUss ciealurcs, m 
tlicir heaits, vvi-.}! you no evil. Their business is to eat 
honestly, it they can,— but at any rate to cal. I am fully 
petsiuuled, that, for a very sm.ill sum, you might engage the 
whole tribe to refute their own revilings, and bellow with all 
their might ui your prai.se It would really he uiichai liable, 
as well as absurd, to expre.ss the hast resentment aga.nsl 
such feeble antagonists who are literally the beings ol a 
Riiunner d.iv. They are the noisy insects which the sun of 
merit nevei fails to piodiice , the shadows that coiilimially 
accomii.iny success , and indeed a man might as well fight 
with Jus own sluidow, as attempt to chastise such uiisuo- 
.sfanti.al plnuitoms. Hut of all the emotions of your heart, 
that whicli 1 .iin at jiresent tempted chiefly fo applaud, is 
the sorrow you exjiress for having been obliged, in voiir own 
justification, to vilify and expose the inan to whom your fate 
is inseparably conneeteil , and the laudable n'Milntum you 
have taken to live amicably with lum for tlie futnie, providt d 
he sh.ill peisist in that conduct which he hath of kite cliosen 
to maintain. On the wdioic, though you may have inflamed 
the viriilenee of envy ;ind malice, roU'-ed the leseiitment of 
•some whose folly and ingratitude you liatl occasion to display, 
and incurred the censure of those who think it their duty to 
exclaim ag.nnsl the le.ist inlnngcmeiit of the nuptial tie, 
howsoever unequally imiiosed , your Memoirs will always he 
perused with pleasure by ad readers ol taste and discern- 
ment, and your lame, as a beautv and author, long survive 
the ill oftices of prejniliee and personal animosity. And now 
that I have pel formed tin* task enjoined, give me leave to 
add. that I have the lioiiour to he, 

" Madam, your most devoted humble servant. 


CIIArXEU LXXXT. 

The Memoirs of a Lady ot Quality, 

By the circumstunces of the .story which 1 am going 
to relate, you whll be convinced of my candour, 
while yon are informed of my indi.scretiori. You 
will be enabled, 1 hope, to perceive, that, howsoever 
my head may have erred, my heart hath always 

X 2 
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TllK ADVENTURES OF 


been uncorrupted, and that I have been unhappy, 
because I loved, and was a woman. 

I believe 1 need not observe, that I was the only 
child of a man of good fortune, wlio indulged me 
in my infancy with all the ttmderness of paternal 
affection ; and, when 1 ivas six years old, sent me 
to a private school, where I stayed till my age was 
doubled, and became such a favourite, that 1 was, 
even in those early days, carried to all the places 
of public diversion, the court itself not excepted, 
an indulgence that flattered my love of pleasure, 
to which 1 was naturally addicted, and encouraged 
thase ideas of vanity and ambition which spring up 
so early in the human mind. 

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and disinterested, 
though I was so obstinately attached to my own 
opinions, that 1 could not well brook contradiction ; 
and, in the whole of my disposition, resembled that 
of Henry the Fifth, as described by Shakspeare. 

In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I 
was first introduced Inio the world as a woman, 
having been entitled to that privilege b}^ my per- 
son, which was remarkably tall for ray years ; and 
there my fancy was (juite captivated by the variety 
of diversions in which 1 was continuallj^ngaged. 
Not that the parties were altogether new to me, 
but because I now found myself considered as a 
person of consequence, and surrounded by a crowd 
of admirers, who courted my acquaintance, and 
fed my vanity with praise and adulation. In short, 
whether or not T deserved their encomiums, I 
leave the world to judge ; but my person was com- 
mended, and my talent in dancing met with uni- 
versal applause. No wonder, then, that every thing 
apjieared joyous to a young creature, who was so 
void of experience and dissimulation, that she 
believed every body’s heart as sincere as her own, 
and every object such as it appeared to be. 

Among the swains who sighed, or pretended to 
sigh for me, were two that bore a pretty ecpial share 
of my favour, (it was too superficial to deserve 
the name of love). One of these was a forward 
youth of sixteen, extremely handsome, lively, and 
impudent. He attended in quality of a jiage upon 
the 1 Vi ncess Amelia, who spent that season at Bath. 
7'he other was a Scotch nobleman turned of thirty, 
who was graced with a red ribbon, and danced 
I»articularly well, two qualifications of great weight 
with a girl of my age, whose heart was not deeply 
interested in the cause. Nevertheless, the page 
prevailed over this formidable rival ; though our 
amour went no farther than a little flirting, and 
?eas(‘d entirely when 1 left the place- 

Next year, however, I revisited this agreeable 
scene, and passed my time in the same circle of 
amusements ; in which, indeed, each season at Bath 
is exactly resembled by that which succeeds, al- 
lowing for the difference of company, which is 
continually varying. There I met with the same 
incense, and again had my favourite, who was a 
North Briton, and captain of foot, near forty years 
of age, and a little lame, an impediment which I 
did not discover, until it was pointed out by some 
of my companions, who rallied me upon my choice. 
He was always cheerful, and very amorous, had a 
good countenance, and an excellent understanding, 
possessed a great deal of art, and would have per- 
suaded me to marry him, had I not been restrained 
by the authority of my father, whose consent was 
pot to be obtained in favour of a man of his fortune. 


At the same time, many proposals of marriage 
were made to my parents ; but as they came from 
people whom I did not like, 1 rejected them all, 
being determined to refuse every man who did not 
make his addresses to myself in person, because I 
had no notion of marrying for any thing but love. 

Among these formal proposers was a Scottish 
earl, whose pretensions were broke off by some 
difference about settlements ; and the son of an 
English baron, with whom my father was in treaty, 
when he carried me to town, on a visit to a young 
lady, with whom 1 had been intimate from my in- 
fancy. She was just delivered of her first son, for 
whom we stood sponsors; so that this occasion 
detained us a whole month, during which 1 went to 
a ball at court, on the queen’s birtli-day, and there, 
for the first time, felt what love and beauty were. 

The second son of Duke 11 , who had just 

returned from his travels, was dancing with the 
princess royal, when a young lady came and desired 
me to go and see a stranger, whom all the world 
admired. Upon which I followed her into the 
circle, and observed this object of admiration. 1 le 
was dressed in a coat of white cloth, faced with 
blue satin, embroidered with silver, of the same 

iece with his waistcoat; his fine hair hung down 

is back in ringlets below his waist ; his hat w'as 
laced with silver, and garnished vrith a white fea- 
ther; but his person beggared all description. He 
was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor meagre, 
his limbs finely propf>rtioned, his countenance o])en 
and majestic, his eyes full of sweetness and vivacity, 
his teeth regular, and his pouting lips of the com- 
plexion of the damask rose. In short, he was 
formed for love, and inspired it wherever he aji- 
peared ; nor was he a niggard of his talents, lint 
liberally returned it — at least, what passed for such. 
For he had a flow of gallantry, for which many 
ladies of this land can vouch from their ow n ex- 
perience. But he exclaimed against marriage, 
because he had, as yet, met with no woman to 
whose charms he would surrender his liberty, 
though a princess of France, and lady of the same 
rank in , were said to be, at that time, ena- 

moured of his person. 

I went home, totally engrossed by his idea, flat- 
tering myself that he had observed me with some 
attention ; for I was joung and new, and had the 
good fortune to attract the notice and approbation 
of the queen herself. 

Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably 
surprised w'ith the appearance of this amiable stran- 
ger, who no sooner saw me enter, than he approached 
so near to the ]»lace where I sat, that I overheard 
what he said to his companions ; and w'as so hajipy 
as to find myself the object of his discourse, which 
abounded with rapturous expressions of love and 
admiration. 

I could not listen to these transports without 
emotion ; my colour changed, my lieart throbbed 
with unusual violence, and my eyes betrayed my 
inclination in sundry favourable glances, which he 
seemed to interpret aright, though he could not 
then avail himself of his success, so far as to com- 
municate his sentiments by speech, because we 
were strangers to each other. 

1 passed that night in the most anxious suspense, 
and several days elapsed before I saw him again. 
At length, however, being at court on a ball-night, 
and determined against dancing, I perceived him 
among the crowd, and, to my unspeakable joy, saw 
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him advance, with my Lord P— who introduced 
him to my acquaintance. lie soon found means to 
alter iny resolution, and I condescended to he liis 
partner all the evening ; during which he declared 
his passion in the most tender and persuasive terms 
that real love could dictate, or fruitful imagination 
invent. 

T believed his protestations, because I wished 
them true, and was an unexperienced girl of fifteen. 
I complied with his earnest request of being per- 
mitted to visit me, and even invited him to break- 
fast next morning; so that you may imagine, (1 
speak to those that feel,) 1 did not, that night, enjoy 
much repose. Buch was the hurry and flutter of 
my spirits, that 1 rose at six to receive him at ten. 

I dressed myself in anew pink satin gown, and my 
best laced night-clothes, and was so animated by 
the occasion, that, if ever I deserved a compliment 
upon my looks, it was my due at this meeting. 

The wished-for moment came that brought my 
loviT to my view. 1 was overwhelmed with joy, 
modesty, and fear of I knew not what. We sat 
down to breakfast, but did not eat. He renewed 
his addresses with irresistible eloquence, and pressed 
me to accept of his liand witliout further hesitation. 
But, to such a precipitate step I objected, as a mea- 
sure repugnant to decency, aa well as to that duty 
which 1 owed to my father, whom 1 tenderly loved. 

Though I withstood this premature prtiposal, I 
did not attempt to disguise the situation of my 
thoughts; and thus commenced a tender corre- 
spondence, which was maintained by letters while 
J remained in the country, and carried on, when I 
was in town, by private interviews, twice or thrice i 
a week, at the house of my milliner, where such 
endi'arments passed as refined and liappy lovers 
know% and others can only guess. Truth and inno- 
cence prevailed on my side, while his heart was 
fraught with sincerity and love. Such frequent 
intercourse created an intimacy wliich 1 began to 
think dangerous, and therefore yielded to his re- 
peated desire that we might he united for ever, 
N^a\, I resolved to avoid him, until the day should 
be fixed, and v<Ty iimoeeiitly, though not very 
wisely, told liim my reason fo'' this determination, 
w hieli was no other thar .* consciousness of my 
incapacity to refuse liinr anything he should de- 
mand as a testimony of iny love. 

I'lie time was accordingly appointed, at the dis- 
tance of a few days, during which 1 intended fo 
have implored my father’s consent, though J had 
but faint hopes of obtaining it. But he was by 
some means or other api)rised of our design, before 
1 ctmld prevail upon myself to make him acquainted 
w'itli our purpose. I had danced with my lover at 
the ridotto on the preceding evening, and there 
perliaps our eyes betrayed us. Certain it is, several 
of Lord W — m’s relations, who disapproved of the 
match, came up and rallied him on his passion ; 

Jx)rd S k, in particular, used this remarkable 

expression, “ Nephew, as much love as you please, 
but no matrimony.” 

Next day, the priest being prepared, and the 
bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place, 
in all the transports of impatient expectation, 1 was, 
without any previous warning, carried into the 
country by mj father, who took no notice of the 
intelligence he had received, but decoyed me into 
the coach on pretence of taking the air ; and when 
we liad proceeded as far as Tiirnham-green, gave 
me to understand, that he would dine in that place. 
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There was no remedy, I was obliged to bear 
my disappointment, though with an aching heart, 
and followed him up stairs into an apartment, 
where he told me he was minutely informed of my 
matrimonial scheme. I did not attempt to disguise 
the truth, but assured him, while the tears gushed 
from my eyes, that my want of courage alone had 
hindered me from making him privy to my passion ; 
though I owned, 1 should have married Lord 
W — III, even though he had disapproved of my 
choice. I reminded him of the uneasy life I led at 
home, and frankly acknowledged, that 1 loved my 
admirer too well to live without him ; though, if 
he would favour me with his consent, I would defer 
my intention, and punctually observe any day he 
would fix for our nuptials. Meanwhile J begged 
he would permit me to send a message to Lord 
W— m, who was waiting in expectation of my 
coming, and might, without such notice, imagine I 
was playing the jilt, lie granted this last request ; 
in consequence of which I sent a letter to my lover, 
who, when he received it, had almost fainted away, 
believing I should be locked up in the country, and 
snatched for ever from his arms. Tortured with 
these apprehensions, he changed clotlies imme- 
diately, and, taking horse, resolved to follow me 
whithersoever we should go. 

After dinner, we proceeded as far as Brentford, 
where we lay, intending to he at my father’s 
country house next night ; and my admirer putting 
up at the same inn, practised every expedient his 
invention could suggest to procure an interview ; 
but all his endeavours were imsuccessful, because 
I, who little dreamed of his being so near, had 
gone to bed upon our first arrival, overwhelmed 
with affliction and tears. 

In the morning 1 threw myself at my father’s 
feet, and conjured him, by all the ties of paternal 
affection, to indulge me with an opportunity of 
seeing my admirer once more, before 1 should be 
conveyed from his wishes. The melancholy con- 
dition in which I preferred this supplication, melted 
the tender heart of iny parent, who yielded to my 
supplications, and carried me back to town for that 
purpose. 

Jjord W — m, wdio had watched our motions, and 
arrived at his own lodgings before we arrived at 
my father’s house, obeyed my suiuinons on the 
instant, and appeared before me like an angel. Our 
faculties were for some minutes suspended by a 
conflict of grief and joy. At length 1 recovered 
the use of speech, and gave him to understand, that 
T was come to tow n in order to take my leave ou 
him, by the permission of my father, whom I had 
promised to attend into the country next day, be- 
fore he would consent to my return; the chief 
cause and pretence of which was my earnest desire 
to convince him, that I was not to blame for the 
disappointment he had sufTered, and that I should 
see him again in a month, when the nuptial knot 
should be tied in spite of all opposition. 

My lover, who was better acquainted with the 
world, had well nigh run distracted with this infor- 
mation. lie swore he would not leave me, until I 
should promise to meet and marry him next day ; 
or, if 1 refused to grant that request, he would im- 
mediately leave the kingdom, to which he would 
never more return ; and, before his departure, 
sacrifice Lord H. B— , son to the duke of B. A — , 
who was the only person upon earth who could 
have betrayed us to my father, because he alone 
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was trusted with the secret of our intended mar- 
riage, and had actually undertaken to give me 
away ; an office which he afterwards declinecL 
Lord W — m also affirmed, that my father decoyed 
me into the country, with a view of cooping me 
up, and sequestering me entirely from his view and 
correspondence. 

In vain 1 pleaded njy father’s well known tender- 
ness, and used all the arguments 1 could recollect 
to divert him from his revenge upon Lord 11 — . 
lie w^as deaf to all my representations, and nothing, 
I found, would prevail upon him to suppress his 
revSentment, but a jiositive promise to comply with 
his former desire. I told him I w'ould hazard 
everything to make liim happy; but could not, 
with any regard to my duty, take such a step with- 
out the knowledge of my parent ; or, if I were so 
inclined, it would lx* impracticable to elude his 
vigilance and suspicion. However, he employed 
such patlielic remonstraru'es, and retained such a 
powerful advocate witliin my own breast, that, be- 
fore we parted, I assured him my whole power 
should he exerted for his satisfaction ; and he sig- 
nilicd his resolution of sitting up all night, in ex- 
pectation of sei’ing me at his lodgings. 

He had no sooner retired, than I went into the 
next room, and desired my father to fix a day for 
the marriage; in w^hich case I would cheerfully 
>rait upon him into the country; whereas, should he 
deny my reipiest, on pretence of staying for the 
consent of iny mother’s relations, which w'as very 
uncertain, I w'ould sei/c the first opportunity of 
marrying Lord W — m, cost wdiat it w’ould. He 
consented to the match, hut -would not appoint a 
day for the ceremony, wliich he ]»roposed to defer 
until all parties should he agreed ; and such a 
favotu’able crisis, I feared, would never Iiappen. 

1 therefore resolved within myself to gratify my 
lover’s expectation, by eloping, if possible, that very 
night ; though the execution of this plan was ex- 
tremely difficult, because my father was upon the 
alarm, and my own maid, who was my bedfellow, 
altogether in his interest. Notwithstanding these 
eoiisideratioiis, J found means to engage one of the 
housemaids in my behalf, who bespoke a liackney 
coach, to he kept in waiting all night ; and to bed 
I went witli my Abigail, wlioiii, as I had not closed 
an eye, T waked about five in the morning, and sent 
to pack up some things for our intended journey. 

While she w^as thus enqiloyed, 1 got up, and 
huddled on ray clothes, standing upon my jullow, 
lest my father, who lay in the chamber below, 
should hear me afoot, and suspect my design. 

Having dressed myself with great despatch and 
disorder, J flounced down stairs, stalking as heavily 
us I could tread, that he might mistake me for one 
of the servants ; and my confederate opening the 
door, I sallied out into the street, though I knew 
not which way to turn ; and, to my unspeakable 
mortification, neither coach nor chair appeared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope of 
finding a convenience; and being not only dis- 
appointed in that i)articular, hut also bewildered in 
my peregrination. 1 began to be exceedingly 
alarmed with the apj)rehension of being met by 
some person who might know me ; because, in that 
case, my design would undoubtedly have been dis- 
covered, from every circumstance of my appearance 
at that time of day ; for I had put on the very 
clothes which I had pulled off over night, so that 
m-v dress was altogether odd and peculiar. My 


shoes were very fine, and over a large hoop I wore 
a pink satin quilted petticoat trimmed with silver, 
which was partly covered by a white dimity night- 
gown, a full quarter of a yard too short ; my 
handkerchief and apron were hurried on without 
pinning; my night-cap could not contain my Jiuir, 
which hung about my ears in great disorder, and 
my countenance denoted a mixture of hojie and 
fear, joy and shame. 

In this dilemma, I made my addresses to that 
honourable member of society, a shoe-black, whom 
1 earnestly entreated to provide me with aeoaeh or 
chair, promising to reward him liberally for his 
trouble ; hut he, having the misfortune to he lame, 
was unable to keep up with my pace ; so that by 
his advice and direction, I went into the first public 
house I found open, where I staid some time, in the 
utmost consteniatioTi, among a crew of wretches 
whom I thought proper to bribe for their civilit)', 
not without the terror of being strijipcd. At length, 
ho\vever, iny messenger returned with a chair, of 
which I took immediate jiosses.sion ; and fearing 
that, b> this time, my family would he alarmed, 
and send directly to Lord VV — m’s lodgings, I 
ordered myself to be carried thither backwards, 
that so I might pass undiseovtred. 

This stratagem succeeded according to my wish ; 
1 ran up stairs, in a state of trepidation to my 
faithful lover, -who waited for me with the most 
impatient and fearful suspense. At sight of me his 
ey<*s lightened with transport ; lie caught me in his 
arms, as the richest presmit Heaven could bestow; 
gave me to uTuh rsland that my father had already 
sent to his lodgings in quest of me ; then ajiplauding 
my love and resolution in the most rajiturous terms, 
he ordered a hackney -coach to be called, and, that 
we might run no risk of separation, attended me to 
church, where we were lawfully joined in the sight 
of Heaven. 

His fears -were then all over, hut mine recurred 
with double aggravation ; I dreaded the sight of my 
father, and shared all the sorrow he suflered on 
account of my undiitiful behaviour; for 1 loved 
him wdth such Jiiety of afteetion, that I would 
have endured every other species of distress, 
rather than have given him the least uneasiness ; 
but love, where he reigns in full empire, is altogether 
irresistible, surmounts every difliculty, and swallows 
up all other considerations. This was tlie case wnth 
me ; and now the irrevocable stc]) was taken, my 
first care was to avoid his sight. With this \jew, 
T begged that Lord W — m would think of some 
remote jilace in the country, to Avhich we might 
retire for the present ; and In* forthwith conducted 
me to a house on Illaekheath, where we were very 
civilly received by a laughter-loving dame, who 
seemed to mistake me for one of her ow n sisterhood. 

1 no sooner perceived her opinion, than I desired 
Lord W — ra to undeceive her; upon wdiieh she 
was made acipuiinted with the nature of my situa- 
tion, and shewed us into a private room, where 1 
called for pen and j)aj)cr, and wrote an apology to 
my father, for liaving acted contrary to his will in 
so important a concern. 

This task being performed, the bridegroom gave 
me to understand, that there was a necessity for our 
being bedded immediately, in order to render the 
marriage binding, lest my father should discover 
and part us before consummation. I pleaded hard 
for a respite till the evening, objecting to the 
indecency of going to bed before noon ; but he 
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found means to invalidate all my ar'^umeiits, and to 
convince me that it was now my duty to obey. 
Katlier tlian hazard the imputation of being ob- 
stinate and refractory on tlie first day of my 
probation, I suffered myself to he led into a 
eliaiahcr, which was darkened by my express 
stijiiilation, that my sliaine and confusion might he 
the better concealed, and yielded to the i)riviiege of 
a dear husband, w ho loved me to adoration. 

About fivii o'clock in the afternoon we were 
called to dinner, which we had ordered to be ready 
at four; but such a i)altry care had been forgot 
amidst the transports of our mutual bliss. We got 
up, how(!\er, and when we came down stairs, T was 
ashamed to see the light of day, or meet the eyes 
of my beloved lord. 1 ate little, said less, was 
happy, though overwhelmed with confusion, under- , 
w'cnt a thousand agitations, some of wdiich were 
j)ainrul, but by far the greater jiart belonged to 
rapture and delight ; we were imparadised in the 
gratification of our mutual wishes, and felt all that 
love can bestow', and sensibilitv enjoy. 

In tl»<* tw'ilight w'e returned to Lord W — m’s 
lodgings ill town, wdiere I re(‘t‘ived a letter from 
niy father, importing that lie would never see me 
again. Jlut there was one circumstanee m his 
manner of writing, from which I conceived a happy 
])resage of his future indulgence, lie had begun 
with Ills usual appellation of Dear Favvy^ winch, 
though it was expunged to make way for the word 
jMdilain^ encouraged me to hope that his paternal 
fondness was not yet extiiiguislied. 

At supper we were visited by Lord W — ^m's 
younger sister, who laughed at us for our in- 
considerate match, though she owned she envied 
our ha])j)in<‘ss, and offered me the use of her clothes 
until 1 could retrieve my own. She was a woman 
of a great deal of linmour, plain hut genteel, civil, 
friendly, and {lerfectly w'ell bred. She favoured 
ns with her e<)m])any till the night was ])retty far 
advanced, and did not take her leave till w e retired 
to our apartment. 

As our lodgi rigs w’ ere not s]>aeions or magnificent, 
we resolved to see little eouijiany ; but this resolution 
was frustrated by the numerous aecpniiiitaiiee of 
Jiord W — m, who let in lialf the towm ; so that T 
ran the gauntlet for a whole w'cek among a set of 
w'lts, who always delight in teasing a young crea- 
ture of any note, w hen she ha])pens tt) make such 
a stolen match. Among those that visited us upon 
this occasion was my lord’s younger brother, who 
w'as at that time in keeping with a rich hein-ss of 
niaseiiline memory, and took that oj>portuiiity ol 
making a parade with his eipiipage, which was 
indeed very magnificent, hut altogether disregarded 
by us, Av hose happiness consisted in the opulence of 
mutual love. 

'^riiis ceremony of receiving visits being per- 
formed, we went tOAvait on his mother, the duchess 
of 11 — , Avlio, hearing 1 was an heiress, readily 
forgave her son for marrying without herknoAvledge 
and consent, and favoured us with a very cordial 
reception ; insomuch, that for several months, we 
dined almost constantly at her table ; and 1 must 
own, 1 always found lier unaltered in her civility 
and affection, contrary to Iut general character, 
which W'as haughty and cajnieions. She was 
undoubtedly a woman of great spirit and under- 
standing, but subject to an infirmity which very 
much impairs and disguises every other qualifi- 
cation. 


Jn about three wrecks after our marriage, 1 was 
so happy as to obtain the forgiveness of my father, 
to Avhose house* we repaired, in order to pay our 
respects and submission. At sight of me he wept; 

or did I behold his tears unmoved. My heart 
was overcharged with tenderness and sorrow, for 
laving offended such an indulgent parent ; so that 
T mingled my tears with his, while my dear 
husband, whose soul was of the softest and gentlest 
mould, melted witli symjiathy at the affecting scene. 

Being tlius reconciled to my father, w'e attended 
liim into the country, where we were received by 
iny mother, who was a sensible good woman, 
though not susceptible to love, and therefore less 
apt to excuse a w'cakness to wliich she was an 
liter stranger. This w'as iikew'ise the case with an 
mcle, from wdiom I had great expectations. He 
aas a plain good-natured man, and treated ns with 
great courtesy, though his notions, in point of love, 
were not exactly conformable to ours. Neverthe- 
less, I was, and seemed to be so happy in my 
choice, that my family not only became satisfied 
with the match, but exceedingly fond of Lord 
AV’ — m. 

After a short stay with them in the country, we 
returned to London, in order to be introduced at 
court, and then set out for the north, on a visit to 
my brother-in-law the duke of II- who had, by 
a letter to Lord W — m, invited us to his habitation. 
]My father accordingly equipped us with horses 
and money ; for our ow'n fmanees w'ere extremely 
blender, consisting only of a small ])ension, allowed 
by his grace, upon whom the brothers w'ere en- 
tirely dependent, the father having died Muldenly, 
betbre suitable provision could be made for his 
} ounger children. 

AVhen 1 took my leave of my relations, bidding 
adieu to my paternal home, and found mjself 
launching into a Avorld of care and trouble, though 
the voyage on Avhich I had embarked was altoge- 
ther A'olnnfary, and my companion, the person on 
Avhom T doated to distraction, 1 could not help feel- 
ing some melancholy sensations, which, however, 
in a little time, gave w'ay to a train of more agree- 
able ideas. I was visited in town by almost all the 
Avomen of fashion, many of whom, I perceived, 
envied me the possession of a man who had made 
strange haA'oe among their hearts, and some of 
them knew the value of his favour. One in par- 
ticular endeavoured to cultivate my friendship with 
siiigiil.ir marks of regard; hut 1 thought ])roper 
to discourage h(*r advances, by keeping Autliin the 
hounds of bare civility ; and, imieod, to none of 
them A^as 1 lavish of my complaisance; for I dedi- 
cated my whole time to the object of my affection, 
who engrossed my Avishes to such a degree, that, 
although I was never jealous, because I had no 
reason to he so, I envied the happiness of every 
woman w honi he chanced at any time to hand into 
a coach. 

The duchess of , who was newly married 

to the carl of T , a particular friend of Lord 

W ’b,carriedme to court, and presented me to the 

queen, Avho expressed her approbation of my per- 
son in very particular terms, and observing the 
satisfaction that appeared in my countenance, with 
marks of admiration, desired her ladies to take 
notice, how little hajipin-.bs depended upon wealth, 
since there was more joy in my face than in all her 
court besides. 

Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 
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me with blushes, which her majesty seemed to 
behold with pleasure ; for she frequently repeated 
the remark, and showed me to all the forei^ers of 
distinction, with many gracious expressions of 
favour. She wished Lord W — m happiness instead 
of joy, and was pleased to promise, that she would 
provide for her pretty beggars. And poor enough 
we certainly were in every article but love. Never- 
theless, we felt no necessities, but passed the sum- 
mer in a variety of pleasures and parties; the 
greatest part of which were planned by Lord 
W — m’s sister and another lady, who was at that 
time mistress to the prime minister. Tlic first was 
a wit, but homely in her person; the other a 
woman of great beauty and masculine understand- 
ing ; and a particular friendship subsisted between 
them, though they were both lovers of luiwer and 
admiration. 

This lady, who sat at the lielm, was extremely 
elegant, as well as expensive in her diversions, in 
many of which we bore a share, particularly in her 
parties upon the water, which were contrived in all 
the magnificence of taste. In the course of these 
amusements, a trifling circumstance occurred, which 
I shall relate as an instance of that jealous sen- 
sibility which characterized Lord W— m’s disposi- 
tion. A large company of ladies and gentlemen 
having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, and sup at 
Marblehall, where we proposed to conclude the 
evening with a dance, one barge being insufficient 
to contain the whole company, we were divided by 
lots ; in consequence of which, my husband and I 
were parted. This separation was equally mor- 
tifying to us both, who, though married, were still 
lovers ; and my chagrin increased when I perceived 
that I was doomed to sit by Sir \V — Y — , a man 
of professed gallantry ; for, although I^ord W — m 
had, before h.s marriage, made his addresses to 
every woman he saw, I knew very well he did 
not desire that any person should make love to 
his wife. 

That I mi^ht not, therefore, give umbrage, by 
talking to this gallant, 1 conversed with a Hcotch 
nobleman, who, according to common rejwrt, had 
formerly sighed among my admirers. Jly these 
means, in seeking to avoid one error, 1 unwittingly 
plunged myself into a greater, and disobliged Lord 
W — m so much, that he could not conceal his dis- 
pleasure ; nay, so deeply was he oftended at my 
conduct, that, in the evening, when the ball began, 
he would scarce deign to take me by the hand in 
the course of dancing, and darted such unkind 
looks, as pierced me to the very soul. What 
augmented my concern, was my ignorance of the 
trespass I had committed. I was tortured with a 
thousand uneasy reflections ; 1 began to fear that 1 
had mistaken his temper, and given my heart to a 
man who was tired of possession ; though T resolved 
to bear without complaining the misfortune I had 
entailed upon myself. 

I seized the first opportunity of speaking to him, 
and thereby discovered the cause of his chagrin ; 
but, as there was no time for expostulation, the 
misunderstanding continued on his side, with such 
evident marks of uneasiness, that every individual 
of the company made up to me, and inquired about 
the cause of his disorder ; so that 1 was fain to 
amuse their concern, by saying, that he had been 
ill the da^ before, and dancing did not agree with 
his constitution. So much was he iucenseid by this 
unhappy circumstance of my conduct, which was 


void of all intention to offend him, that he deter- 
mined to be revenged on me for my indiscretion, 
and at supper, chancing to sit between two very 
handsome ladies, one of whom is lately dead, and 
the other, at present, my neighbour in the country, 
he affected an air of gaiety, and openly coquetted 
with them both. 

This was not the only punishment he inflicted on 
his innocent wife. In the course of our entertain- 
ment, we engaged in some simple diversion, in 
consetiuence of which the gentlemen were ordered 
to salute the ladies ; when Lord W — , in perform- 
ing this command, unkindly neglected me in my 
turn ; and 1 had occasion for all my discretion and 
pride, to conceal from the company the agonies I 
felt at this mark of indifference and disrespect. 
However, I obtained the victory over myself, and 
pretended to laugh at his husband-like behaviour, 
while the tears stood in my eyes, and my heart 
swelled even to bursting. 

We broke up about five, after having spent the 
most tedious evening 1 had ever known ; and this 
offended lover went to bed in a state of sullen 
silence and disgust. Whatever desire 1 had to 
come to an explanation, 1 thought myself so much 
aggrieved by his unreasonable prejudice, that 1 
could not prevail upon Tuysclf to demand a con- 
ference, till after his first nap, when my pride 
giving way to my tenderness, 1 clasped him in my 
arms, though he pretended to discourage these 
advances of my love. I asked how he could be so 
unjust as to take umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom he knew 1 had refused for his sake ; I chid 
him for his barbarous endeavours to awake my 
jealousy, and used such irresistible arguments in 
my own vindication, that he was convinced of my 
innocence, scal(*d my acquittal with a kind embrace, 
and we mutually enjoyed the sott transports of a 
fond reconciliation. 

N(‘ver was passion more eager, delicate, or un- 
reserved, than that which glowed wdthin our 
breasts. Far from being cloyed with the posses- 
sion of each other, our raptures seemed to increase 
with the term of our union. When we were parte<l, 
though but for a few hours, by the necessary 
avocations of life, we were unhappy during that 
brief separation, and met again, like lovers who 
knew no joy but in one another’s presence. How 
many delicious evenings did we si)end together, in 
our little apartment, after we had ordered the can- 
dles to be taken away, that we might enjoy the 
agreeable reflection of the moon in a fine summer’s 
evening. Such a mild and solemn scene naturally 
disposes the mind to peace and benevolence ; but, 
when improved with the conversation of the man 
one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas of 
ineffable delight I For my own part, I can safely 
say, my heart was so wholly engrossed by my hus- 
band, that 1 never took pleasure in any diversion 
where he was not personally concerned ; nor was I 
ever guilty of one thought repugnant to my duty 
and my love. 

In the autumn we set out for the north, and were 
met on the road by the duke and twenty gentle- 
men, who conducted us to H — n, where we lived in 
all imaginable splendour. His grace, at that time, 
maintained above an hundred servants, with a band 
of music, which always^ performed at dinner, kept 
open table, and was visited by a great deal of com- 
pany. The economy of his house was superin- 
tended by his eldest sister, a beautiful young lady 
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at an amiable temper, with whom I Ro6n contracted 
an intimate friendship. She and the duke used to 
rally me upon my fondness for Lord W — m, who 
was a sort of a humourist, and apt to be in a pet, 
ill which case he would leave the company and go 
to bed by seven o’clock in the evening. On these 
occasions, I always disai)peared, giving up every 
consideration to that of pleasing my husband, not- 
withstanding the ridicule of his relations, wdio 
taxed me with having spoiled him with too much 
indulgence. Rut how could I express too much 
tenderness and condescension for a man, who doatcd 
upon me to such excess, that, when business obliged 
him to leave me, he always snatched the first 
opportunity to return, and often rode through dark- 
ness, storms, and tempests to my arms. 

Having staid about seven months in this place, I 
found myself in a fair way of being a mother ; and 
that I might be near my own relations, in such an 
interesting situation, 1 and my dear companion 
departed from II -—n, not without great reluctance; 
for I was fond of the Scots in general, who treated 
me with great hospitality and respect ; and to this 
day, they pay me the compliment of saying, I was 
one of the best wives in that country ; which is so 
justly celebrated for good women. 

Lord W — m having attended lye to my father’s 
house, was obliged to return to Scotland, to support 
his interest in being elected member of parliament ; 
so that he took his i(‘ave of me, with a full resolu- 
tion of seeing me again before the time of my 
lying-in ; and all the comfort I enjoyed in his 
absence, was the perusal of his letters, which I 
punctually received, together with those of his 
sister, who, from time to time, favoured me with 
assurances of his constancy and devotion. Indeed, 
these testimonials were necessary to one of my 
disposition ; for I was none of those who could be 
contented with half an heart. I could not even 
spare one complacent look to any other woman, 
but expected the undivided homage of his love. 
Had I been disappointed in this expectation, I 
should, though a wife, have rebelled or died. 

Meanwhile my parents treated me with great 
tenderness, intending that Lord W — m should be 
settled in a house of his own, and accommodated 
with my fortune, and his expectations from the 
(picen were very sanguine, when I was taken ill, 
and delivered of a dead child — an event which 
affected me extremely. When I understood the 
extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with 
such violence, that my breast could scarce contain 
it; and niy anxiety, being aggravated by the absence 
of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, of which 
lie was no sooner apprised by letter, than he came 
])()st from Scotland ; but, before his arrival, I was 
supposed to be in a fair way. 

During this journey, he was tortured with all 
that terrii>le suspense which prevails in the minds 
of those who are in danger of losing that which is 
most dear to them ; and, when he entered the house, 
was so much overwhelmed with apprehension, that 
lie durst not inquire about the state of my health. 

As for my part, I never closed an eye from the 
time on which I expected his return ; and, when I 
heard his voice, 1 threw open my curtains, and sat 
up in the bed to receive him, though at the hazard 
of my life, lie run towards me with all the eager- 
ness of passion, and clasped me in his arms; he 
kneeled by the bedside, kissed my hand a thousand 
times, and wept with transports of tenderness and 


joy. In short, this meeting was so pathetic as to 
overcome my enfeebled constitution, and we were 
parted by those who were wiser than ourselves, 
and saw that nothing was so proper for us as a 
little repose. 

Rut how shall I relate the deplorable transition 
from envied happiness to excess of misery which 1 
now sustained! My month was hardly up, when 
my dear husband was taken ill ; perhaps the fatigue 
of body, as well as mind, which he had undergone 
on ray account, occasioned a fatal ferment in his 
blood, and his health fell a sacrifice to his love. 
Physicians were called from London ; but alas ! 
they brought no hopes of his recovery. Ry their 
advice, he was removed to town, for the convenience 
of being punctually attended. Every moment was 
too precious to be thrown away ; he was therefore 
immediately put into the coach, though the day 
was far spent; and I, though exceedingly weak, 
accompanied him in the journey, which was per- 
formed by the light of flambeaux, and rendered 
unspeakingly shocking by the dismal apprehension 
of losing him every moment. 

At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings 
in Pall Mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and 
attended the issue of his distemper in all the agonies 
of horror and despair. In a little time his malady 
settled upon his brain, and, in his delirium, he 
uttered such dreadful exclamations, as were suffi- 
cient to pierce the most savage heart. What effect 
then must they have had on mine, which was 
fraught with every sentiment of the most melting 
affection ! it was not a common grief that took 
possession of my soul ; I felt all the aggravation of 
the most acute distress. I sometimes ran down to 
the street in a fit of distraction: I sent for the 
doctors every minute : I wearied Heaven with my 
prayers. Even now my heart aches at the remem- 
brance of what I suffered, and I cannot, without 
trembling, proceed with the woful story. 

After having lain insensible some days, he re- 
covend the use of speech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thousand times repeated 
while he was bereft of reason. All hopes of his 
life were now relinquished, and I was led to his 
bedside to receive his last adieu, being directed to 
summon all my fortitude, and suppress my sorrow, 
that he might not be disturbed by my agitation. 
I collected all my resolution to support me in this 
affecting scene. I saw my dear lord in extremity. 
The beauties of his youth were all decayed ; yet 
his eyes, though languid, retained unspeakable 
sweetness and expression. He felt his end ap- 
proaching, put forth his hand, and, with a look full 
of complacency and benevolence, uttered such a 
tender tale — Good Heaven! how had I deserved 
such accumulated affliction! — the bare remem- 
brance of which now melts me into tears. Human 
nature could not undergo my situation without 
suffering an ecstacy of grief! I clasped him in 
my arms, and kissed him a thousand times, with 
the most violent emotions of w oe : but I was torn 
from his embrace, and in a little time he w^as 
ravished for ever from my view'. 

On that fatal morning, which put a period to his 

life, I saw the Duchess of L approach my bed, 

and, from her appearance, concluded that he was 
no more ; yet I begged she would not confirm the 
unhappy presage by announcing his death ; and she 
accordingly preserved the most emphatic silence. 
I I got up, and trod softly over his head, as if 1 had 
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been afraid of interrupting his repose. Alas ! he 
was no longer sensible of such disturbance. I was 
seized with a stupefaction of sorrow : 1 threw up 
the window, and, looking around, thought the sun 
shone with the most dismal aspect; ev(‘ry thing 
was solitary, cheerless, and replete witli horror. 

In this condition I was, by the direction of my 
friend, conveyed to her liouse, wlicrc ni\ laculties 
were so overpow'cred by the load of anguish which 
oppressed me, that I know not wdiat passed during 
the first days of my unhaj)py w idowhood ; this oidy 
I know, tile kind duchess treated me with all 
imaginable care and comjiassion, and carried me 
to her country-house, where 1 staid some months; 
during which, she endeav oured to comfort me with 
all the amusements she could invent, and laid me 
under such obligations as shall never be erased 
from my remembrance. Yet, notwithstanding all 
her care and concern, 1 was, by my excess of griefi 
plunged into a languishing distcinjicr, for which my 
physicians advised me to drink the Lath waters. 

In compliance with this prescrijition, 1 wont 
thither tow ards the end of summer, and found home 
benefit by adhering to their directions. Though I 
seldom went abroad, except when 1 visited my^ 
sistcr-in-law, who was there w ith the princess ; 
and, upon these occasions, I never failed to attract 
the notice of the company, who were struck with 
the appearance of such a young creature in weeds, 
blor was I free from the ])crscculion of professed 
admirers; but, being dead to all joy, 1 was deaf to 
the voice of adulation. 

About (Christinas T repaired to my father’s house, 
w'here my sorrows were revived by every object 
that recailcd the idea of iny dear lamented lord. 
Lilt these melanclioly refiectloiis T was obliged to 
bear, because i had no other home or habitation, 
being Icit an unpro\idcd widow, altogether depen- 
dent on the alfcetion of niy owui fiiinily. 

J)iiring this winter, divers overtures w^ere made 
to my father, by people who demanded me in 
marriage; but my heart was not yet suliieieiilly 
weaned from my former passion to admit the 
thoughts of another master. Among those that 
presented their proposals was a certain young 
nobleman, who, upon the first news of Lord 

W Ill’s death, came post from I’aris, in order 

to declare his passion. He made liis first ajijvar- 
ance in a hired chariot and six, aecoinp.auied by a 
big fat fellow, whom (as 1 al'terw^ards learned) he 
had engaged to sound his praises, with a promise 
of a thousand pounds, in lieu of which he paid him 
w ith fort}'. Whether it was wdtli a view of screen- 
ing liimsclf from the cold, or of making a comfort- 
able medium in case of being overturned, and 
falling under his weighty companion, I know not ; 
but, certain it is, the carriage was stufl'edwuth hay, 
in such a manner, that, when he arrived, tlie 
servants W’cre at some pains in ruinniaging and 
removing it, before they could come at their master, 
or help him to aliglit. When he w as lifted out of 
the chariot, he exhibiti‘d a very ludicrous figure 
t(» tlie view. He w^as a thin, meagre, shivering 
creature, of a low stature, with little black eyes, a 
long nosp, sallow complexion, and pitted w'ith the 
sniai 1-pox; dressed in a coat of light brow'ii frieze, 
lined with pink-eoloured shag, a monstrous solitaire 
and bag, and (if J renuunher right) a pair of huge 
jackboots. In a word, his whole appearance was 
BO little calculated for inspiring love, that 1 had (on 
the strength of seeing him once bcCorc at Oxford) 


set him down as the last man on earth whom I 
would choose to wed; and I will venture to aifirm, 
that he was in every particular the reverse of my 
late husband. 

As my father was not at home, he staid but one 
evening, and left liis errand with my mother, to 
whom liew'as as disagreeable as to myself; so that 
liis proposal was absolutely rejected, and 1 heard 
no more of him during the space of three wdiole 
months, at the expiration of which 1 went to towui, 
where this mortifying figure presented itself again, 
and renewed his suit, ottering such advantageous 
terms of settlement, that my lather began to relish 
the match, and warmly recommended it to iny 
consideration. 

liord W- in’s relations advised me to embrace 
the opportunity of making myself independent. 
All my ae<juuiiitance plied me with arguments to 
the same purpose. I was uneasy at home, and in- 
different to all mankind. — I weighed the motives 
w'lth tlie objections, and with reluctance yielded to 
the importunity of my friends. 

In consequence of this determination, the little 
gentleman was jicrinittcd to visit me; and the 
manner of his address did not at all alter tlie 
opinion I had conceived of his character and un- 
derstanding. I yas cvi*n shocked at the prospect 
of marrying a man whom 1 could not love ; and, 
in order to disburden my ow n conscience, took an 
opportunity of telling him, one evening, as we sat 
opposite* to each other, that it was not in iny 
power to command my afiection, and therefiire lu* 
could not expect the possession of my h<*art, Jiord 
AY— ill’s indulgence having spoiled me for a wili* ; 
nevertheless, I would endeavour to contract a friend- 
ship for liiin, which w ould entirely depend upon 
his own behaviour. 

To this declaration he replied, to my great sur- 
prise, that he did not desire me to love him— my 
friendship was sufficient; and next day re])cati‘d 
this strange instance of moderation in a letter, 
which J coimimnicated to my sister, w ho laughed 
heartily at the contents, and persuaded me, that 
since i could love no man, he was the jnoperest 
person to be iii} husband. 

Accordingly, the winlding clothes and equipage 
being prepared, the day — the fatal day — was fixed ! 
— on the morning of wdiicli 1 went to the hoiisi* of 

my hrother-in-law, Duke II-- , who loved me 

tenderly, and took in> leave of the family, a family 
which i shall al\va\s remember w-itli love, honour, 
and esteem. His giaee reec'ived iiu* in tlie most 
affectionate manner, .saying at jiarliiig, “Lady 

AY , if he does not use you well, I will take 

you hack aizain.” 

'Pile bridegroom and I met at Ox — d (’hapel, 
wlicrc the ceremony was performed b^ the Lishop 

of W , in presence of his lordship’s motlu*r, my 

fatlier, and another lady. The nuptial knot being 
tied, we set out for ray father’s house in the 
country, and proceeded full twenty miles on our 
journey before my lord opened liis mouth, my 
thoughts liaving been all that time employed on 
something (piite foreign to my present situation , 
for 1 was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At 
length my father broke*, silence, and clapping his 
lordship on tlie shoulder, told him he was but a 
dull bridegroom ; upon which my lord gave him to 
understand that he was out of spirits. Tliis de- 
jection continued all the day, notwithstanding the 
refreshment of a plentiful dinner, which lie atu 
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upon the road ; and in the evening v'e arrived at 
the place of our destination, where we were kindly 
received by my mother, though she had no liking 
to the match ; and, after supper, we retired to our 
ipartment. 

It was here that I had occasion to perceive the 
most disagreeable contrast between my present 
hel[)mate and my former lord. Instead of flying 
to my arms with all the eagerness of love and 
rapture, this manly representative sat moping in a 
.'orner, like a criminal on execution day, and owned 
he was ashamed to bed with a woman whose hand 
he had scarce over touched. 

1 could not help being aifected with this ])usil- 
laiiimous behaviour. 1 reitiemhered Lord W — m, 
while I surveyed the object before me, and made 
such a comparison as filled me with horror and 
disgust ; nay, to such a degree did my aversion to 
this phantom prevail, that I began to sweat with ^ 
anguish at the thought of being subjected to his 
pleasure ; and wdicn, after a long hesitation, he 
ventured to approach me, I trembled as if 1 had 
been exposed to the embraees of a rattlesnake. 
Nor did the efforts of Ids love diminish this an- 
tipathy. His attom]jt*s were like the pawings of 
[in imp, sent from hell to seize and torment some 
guilty wretch, such as are exhibited in some dra- 
matie perforinanee, which 1 never see acted without 
remembering my wedding-night. Jly such shadowy, 
unsubstantial, vexatious behaviour w^as 1 tantalized, 
and robbed of my repose; and early next morning 
1 got up, with a most sovereign contempt for my 
bedfellow, who indulged himself in bed till eleven. 

Having j)assed a few days in this place, 1 went 
home witli him to his house at Twickenham, and 
soon after wc were presented at court, when the 
(jueen was pleased to say to my lord’s mother, she 
(lid not doubt that we should be an happy couple, 
for T had been a good w'iA‘ to my former husband. 

Wliatcver deficiencies I had to com])lain of in my 
new spouse, be was not wanting in point of liberality. 

I was pri‘st*nted with a very lint* chariot, studded 
with silver nails, and such a profusion of jewels 
as furnished a joke to some of my acquaintance, 
wlio observed, that I was formerly tiiieen of hearts, 
but now' metamorphosed into the tpieeii of diamonds. 
1 now also had an opporiuniiy, which I did not let 
slip, of jiaying Lord W — m’s debts from my privy 
purse; and on that score received the thanks of his 
elder brother, who, though he liad undertaken to 
discharge them, delayed tlie execution of his pur- 
pose longer than J thought th(*y should reiuain 
unpaid. This uncommon s])kmd()iir attracted the 
ejes and envy of my competitors, who were the 
more imjdacahle in their i'es<*iitineiits, heeaii.M*, 
notwithstanding my marriage, I was as much as 
ever followed by the men of gallantry and pleasure, 
among whom it is a constant maxim, that a woman 
never w ithholds her afieetions from her husband, 
without an intention to bestow them soim*where 
else. I never appeared without a train of admirers, 
and my liousc in the country was always crowded 
w ith gay young men of (piality. 

Among those who cultivated my good graces 
w ith the greatest skill and assiduity, were the Earl 

C and Mr. S , brother to Lord E . 

The former of whom, in the course of Ids ad- 
dresses, treated me with an entertainment of sur- 
prising magnificence, disposed into a dinner, supper, 
and ball, to which 1, at bis desire, invited eleven 
ladies, whom he paired with the like number of 


his own sex ; so that the whole company amounted 
to twenty-four. We were regaled with a most 
elegant dinner, in an apartment which was alto- 
gether superb, and served by gentlemen only, no 
livery servant being permitted to come within the 
door. Jn the afternoon we embarked in two 
splendid barges, being attended by a hand of music 
in a third; and enjoyed a delightful evening upon 
the river till the twilight, when we returned and 
began the hall, which was conducted with such 
order and taste, that inirtli and good humour pre- 
vailed. No dissatisfaction appeared, except in the 
countenance of one old maid, since married to a 

son of the Duke of , who, though she would 

not refuse to partake of such an agreeable enter- 
tainment, was displeased that I should liave the 
honour of inviting her. O baleful envy, thou self- 
tormenting fiend ! how dost thou predominate in 
all assemblies, from the grand gala of a court, to 
the meeting of simple peasants at their harvest- 
home! — Nor is th(‘ prevalence of this sordid j)assion 
to be at wondered at, if we eonsider the weakness, 
pride, and vanity of our sex. The presence of one 
favourite man shall poison the enjoyment of a 
whole conqiany, and produce the most rancorous 
enmity betwixt the closest friends. 

J danced with the master of the hall, wdio em- 
ployed all the artillery of his ehaiueuce in making 
love ; y<‘t 1 did not listen to his addresses, for he 
was not to my taste, though he possessed an agn^e- 
able person, and a good acquired understanding ; 
but he was utterly ignorant of that gentle prevailing 

art which I afterwards experienced in Mr. S , 

and which was the only method he could have 
successfully practised, in seducing a young woman 
like me, born with sentiments of honour, and 
trained up in the paths of religion and virtue. 
This young gentleman was indeed absolutely master 
of those insinuating qualifications which few women 
of passion and sensibility can resist; and had a 
jierson every way adapted for profiting by tlies(* 
insidi<»us talents. He w’as well acquainted with the 
human heart, eonseious of his own power and 
capacity, and exercised these endowments with 
unwearied perseverance. He was tall and thin, of 
a shape and size perfectly agreeable to my taste, 
with large blue eloquent eyes, good teeth, and a 
long hea(l turned to gallantry. His behaviour was 
the standard of politeness, and all his advances 
were conduet(*d with the most profound respect; 
which is the most effectual expedient a man can 
use against us, if be can find means to persuade us 
that it ])roeee(ls from the ex(\‘ss and delicacy of 
his ])assion. It is no other than a silent eonipli- 
ment,by w hich our aeeonqilishments are continually 
flattered, and pleases in jiroporlion to the supposed 
understanding of him w ho jiays it. 

IJy these arts and advantagi s this consummate 
politician in love began by degrees to sap the foun- 
dations of my con iigal faith ; he stole imper- 
ceptibly into my alTection, and by dint of opportu- 
nit 5 ',w'hich he v ell knew how to improve, triumphed 
at last over all his rivals. 

Nor w^as he the only person that disputed my 

heart with Earl C . That nobleman was also 

rivalled by Lord C H , a Scotchman, who 

had been an intimate and relation of my former 
husband. Him I would have preferred to most of 
his competitors, and actually coquetted with him 
for some time. But the amour was interrupted by 
Ids going to Ireland ; upon wdiich occasi m, under* 
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standing that he was but indifferently provided 
with money, I made him a present of a gold snuff- 
box, in which was enclosed a bank-note ; a trifling 
mark of my esteem, which he afterwards justified 
by the most grateful, friendly, and genteel behavi- 
our ; and as we corresponded by letters, I frankly 

told him, that Mr. S had stej)ped in, and won 

the palm from all the rest of my admirers. 

This new favourite’s mother and sister, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, were my constant com- 
panions ; and, in consequence of this intimacy, he 
never let a day pass without paying his respects to 
me in person ; nay, so ingenious was he in contriv- 
ing the means of promoting his suit, that whether 
I rode or walked, went abroad or staid at home, he 
was always of course one of the party ; so that his 
design seemed to engross his whole vigilance and 
attention. Thus he studied my disposition, and 
established himself in my good opinion at the same 
time. He found my heart was suscejrtible of every 
tender impression, and saw that T was not free from 
the vanity of youth ; he had already acquired iny 
friendship and esteem, from which lie knew there 
was a short and easy transition to love. By his 
penetration choosing proper seasons for the theme, 
he urged it with such pathetic vows and artful 
adulation, as well might captivate a young woman 
of my complexion and experience, and circum- 
stanced as I was, with a husband whom I had such 
reason to despise. 

Though he thus made an insensible progress in 
my heart, he did not find my virtue an easy con- 
(juest ; and 1 myself was ignorant of the advantage* 
he had gained with regard to my inclinations, until 
I was convinced of his success by an alarm of jea- 
lonsy which I one day felt, at seeing him engaged 
in conversation with anotlier lady. 1 forthwith 
recognised this symptom of love, w ith which 1 had 
been formerly acquainted, and tr(*mbled at the dis- 
covery of my own weakness. 1 underwent a strange 
agitation and mixture of contrary sensations. I was 
pleased with the passion, yet asliamed of avowing 
it even to my own mind. The rights of a husband, 
though mine was but a nominal one, occurred to 
my reflection, and virtue, modesty, and honour, 
forbade me to cherish the guilty flame. 

When I encouraged these laudable scruples, and 
resolved to sacrifice my love to duty and reputation, 
my lord was almost every day employed in riding 
post to my father, with complaints of my conduct, 
which was hitherto irreproachable ; though (he 
greatest gricvauce which he pretended to have 
suffered was my refusing to comply with his desire, 
when he entreated me to lie a whole hour every 
morning, w ith my neck uncovered, that, hy ga/ing, 
he might quiet the perturbation of his spirits. From 
this request you may judge of the man, as well as 
of the regard I must entertain for his character and 
disposition. 

During the whole summer I was besieged by my 
artful undoer, and in the autumn set out with my 
lord for Bath, where, hy reason of the intimacy that 
subsisted between our families, we lived in the same 
house w'ith my lover and his sister, who, with 
another agreeable >oung lady, accompanied us in 
this expedition. By this time Mr. S had ex- 

torted from me a confession of a mutual flame, 
though I assured him that it should never induce 
me to give up the valuable possession of an un- 
spotted character, and a eonseience void of offence. 
I offered him all the enjoyment he could reap from 


an unreserved intercourse of souls, abstracted from 
any sensual consideration. He eagerly embraced 
the jilatonic proposal, because he had sagacity 
enough to foresee the issue of such chimerical con- 
tracts, and knew me too well to think he could ac- 
complish his purpose without seeming to acquiesce 
in my own terms, and cultivating my tenderness 
under the specious pretext. 

In consequence of this agreement, we took all 
opportunities of seeing each other in private ; and 
these interviews were spent in mutual protestations 
of disinterested love. U’liis correspondence, though 
dangerous, was,* on my side, equally innocent and 
endearing; and many happy hours we passed, 
before my sentiments were discovered. At length 
my lover w as taken ill, and then my passion burst 
out beyond the power of concealment ; my grief 
and anxiety became so conspicuous in my counte- 
nance, and my behaviour was so indiscreet, that 
every body in the bouse jierceived the situation of 
my thoughts, and blamed my conduct accordingly. 

Certain it is, 1 was extremly imprudent, though 
intentionally innocent. 1 have lain whole nights 
by my lord, w ho teased and tormented me for that 
which neither 1 could give nor he eoiild take, and 
ruminated on the fatal consequences of this un- 
happy flame, until I was worked into a fever of 
disquiet. 1 saw' there w’as no satety hut in flight, 
and often determined to banish lU} self for ever from 
the sight of this dangerous intruder. Hut my re- 
solution alw ays failed at the ap])roacli of day, and 
ray desire of seeing him as constantly recurred. So 
far was I from persisting in such commendable de- 
terminations, that, on the eve of our departure 
from Bath, I felt the keenest pangs of sorrow at our 
approaching separation ; and as w e could not enjoy 
our private interviews at my house in town, J pro- 
mised to visit him at his own apartments, after he 
had sworn hy all that’s sacred, that he would take 
no sinister advantage of m^ condescension, hy pre- 
suming upon the opportunities I should give. 

He kept his w’ord, for he saw I trusted to it with 
fear and trembling, and perceived that my appre- 
hension was not affected, hut the natural eonceni 
of a young creature, distracted between love and 
duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never would liave 
seen within his doors again. Instead of jiressing 
me W'ith solicitations in favour of his passion, he 
was more than ever respectful and complaisant ; so 
that I found myself disengaged of all restraint, con- 
ducted the conversation, shortened and repeated 
my visits, at my own pleasure, till at last I heeame 
so accustomed to this communication, that his house 
was as familiar to me as my own. 

Having in this manner secured himself in my 
confidenel^ he resumed the favourite topic of love, 
and, wannitig my imagination hy gradual advances 
on the subject, my heart began to pant ; when he 
saw me thus moved, he snatched the favourable 
occasion to practise all his elo<juence and art. I 
could not resist his energy, nor even fly from the 
temptation that assailed me, until he had obtained a 
promise that he should, at our next meeting, reap 
the fruits of his tedious expeetatioii. Upon this 
condition I was permitted to retire, and blessed 
heaven for my escape, fully determined to continue 
in the path of virtue I had hitherto trod, and stifle 
the criminal flame hy which my peace and repu- 
tation were endangered. But his idea, which reigned 
in my heart without coutrol, soon baffled all these 
prudent suggestions. 
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I saw him again ; and he* reminded me of my 
promise, which 1 endeavoured to evade with affected 
pleasantry ; upon which he manifested the utmost 
displeasure and chagrin, shedding some crocodile 
tears, and upbraided me with levity and indiffer- 
ence. ITc observed, that he had solicited my favour 
for ten long months without intennission, and ima- 
gined I had held out so long on virtuous motives 
only ; but now he could plainly perceive that his 
want of success had been owing to my want of 
affection, and that all my professions were insin- 
cere. In a word, he persuaded me, that his remon- 
strances were just and reasonable. I could not see 
he affliction of a man I loved, when 1 knew it 
vas in my power to remove it ; and, rather than 
brfeit his opinion of my sincerity and love, I con- 
lented to his wish. My heart now flutters at the 
•emembrance of the dear though fatal indiscretion ; 
-’ct I reflect without remorse, and even remember 
t with pleasure. 

If I could not avoid the censure of the world, I 
ras resolved to hear it without repining ; and sure 
he guilt, if there was any in my conduct, w'as but 
enial ; for 1 considered myself as a ]>erson ab- 
olved of all matrimonial ties, by the insignificance 

if liord , who, though a nominal husband, was 

n fact a me^e nonentity. 1 therefore contracted a 
lew engagement with my lover, to vhieh I rc- 
olved to adhere with the most seru|mlous fidelity, 
I’ithout the least intention of injuring my lord or 
is relations; for, had ourmiituul passion jiroduced 
ny visible effects, J would imnn'diately have re- 
ounced and abandoned iny husband for ever, that 

be fruit of my love for Mr. S might not have 

iherited, to t!ie detriment of the right heir. This 
ms my determination, which I Ihought just, if not 
riident ; jind for wliich 1 have incurred the impu- 
ition of folly, in the opinion of this wise and honest 
eneration, by whose example and advice 1 have, 
ince that time, been a little reformi'd in point of 
rudentials, though 1 still retain a strong tendency 
) return to ray primitive way of tbiuking. 

When 1 quitted Mr. S after the sacrifice 1 

ad made, and returned to iny own bi'd, it may, 
erliaps, be sujiposed that 1 slept but little. True, 
was ke|)t awake by the joyful impatience of re- 
isiting my lover. Indeed 1 neglected no oppor- 

inity of flying to liis arms. When Lord w’as 

1 the country, we enjoyed each other's company 
dt limit interruption ; but when he resided in town, 
ur corresfiondenee wms limited to stolen intcr- 
iews, which were unspeakably delicious, lus geuu- 
le love presided at the entertainment. 

8uch was my happiness in the course of this 
mder oominunieation, that to tliis day I remember 
, with pleasure, thougli it has cost me d^Rr in the 
jquel, and was at that time enjoyed at a con- 
iderable expense ; for T devoted myself so entirely 
j my lover, who was desirous of engrossing my time 
rid thoughts, that my acquaintance, which was 
ery numerous, justly accused me of neglect, and 
f consequence cooled in their friendships. But I 
^as All for love, or the world well lost And were 
le same opportunity to offer, 1 would act the same 
oiiduct over again. 

Some there are who possibly may wonder how I 
ould love twice with such violence of affection, 
lut all such observers must Ire unacquainted with 
be human heart. Mine was naturally adapted for 
be tender passions, and had been so fortunate, so 
herisbed in its first impressions, that it felt with 


joy the same sensations revive, when influenced by 
the same engaging qualifications. Certain it is, 1 
loved the seoond time as well as the first, and better 
was impossible. I gave up my all for both : for- 
tune and my father’s favour for the one ; reputa- 
tion, friends, and fortune for the other. Yet, 
notwithstanding this intimate connexion, I did not 
relinquish the world all at once ; on tlie contrary, 
I still appeared at court, and attracted the notice 
and approbation of my royal patron<*ss ; 1 danced 

with the P of W ; a circumstance which 

so nearly affected Mr. S , who was present, that, 

in order to manifest his resentment, he chose the 
ugliest woman in the ball for his partner ; and I no 
sooner perceived his uneasiness, than I gave over, 

I with a view of appeasing his displeasure. 

Without repeating particular circumstances, let 
it suffice to say, our mutual passion was a perfect 
copy of tliat wliich had suDsisted between me and 
my dear Lord W — m. It was jealous, melting, and 
delicate, and chequered with little accidents, which 
serve to animate and maintain the flame, in its first 
ardency of rapture. When my lover was sick, I 
attended and nursed him with indefatigable tender- 
ness and care ; and during an indisposition, which 
I caught in the performance of this agreeable 
office, he discharged the obligation with all the 
M’ariuth of sj rapathy and love. 

It was, however, judged necessary by the phy- 
sicians, that I should use the Bath w’aters for the 
recovery of my health ; and I set out for that jilacc, 

glad of a pn‘tence to be absent from Lord , 

with -whom I lived on very unbajipy terms. lie 
had, about nine months after our marriage, (l<*sircd 
that we might sleep in separate beds, and gave a 
very whimsical reason for this proposal, lie said, 
the immensity of his love deprived him of the 
power of gratification, and that some coinnieree 
with ail object, to wliich his heart was not attached, 
might, by diminishing the transports of liis spirits, 
recompose his nerves, and enable him to enjoy the 
fruits of his good fortune. 

You may be sure 1 made no objections to this 
plan, which was immediately put in execution. He 
made his addresses to a nymph of Drurj-lane, 
whose name, as he told me, w^as Mrs. Rock. She 
made sliift to extract some money from her patient; 
but his infirmity was beyond the power of her art, 
though she made some mischief between us ; and I 

coiiinuinicated my suspicion to the duke of 11 , 

who intended to have expostulated with her upon 
the subject; but she got intimation of hisdchign, and 
saved him the trouble by a precipitate retreat. 

After my return from Bath, where Air. S — — 
and I had lived liappily, until we were interrupted 
by the arrival of my husband, bis lordship expressed 
an inclination to be my bedfellow again. In this 
particular 1 desired to be excused. 1 would not be 
the first to propose the separation, which, thougli 
usual in other countries, is contrary to the custom 
of England, being unwilling to furnish the least 
handle for censure, as ray character was still un- 
blemished ; yet, when the proposal came from him, 

I thought myself entitled to refuse a reunion ; to 
which 1 accordingly objected. 

This opposition produced a quarrel, which rose 
to a state of piu’petual animosity ; so that we began 
to talk of parting. My lord relished the expedient, 
agreeing to add three hundred pounds ayear to my 
pin-money, which, by the by, was never paid ; and 
I renounced all state and grandeur, to liv-* in a 
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small house that I hired at Carshalton, where I 
passed my time for two months, in the most agree- 
able retirement, with my dear lover. At length I 
was disturbed by the intrusion of my lord, who 
molested me with visits and solicitations to retuim, 
pretending that he had changed his mind, and in- 
sisting upon my compliance w ith his desire. 

I exhausted my invention in endeavours to evade 
his request ; but he persecuted me without ceasing. 
8o that 1 was fain to capitulate, on condition that 
he should immediately set out for France ; and that 
he should not presume to approach my bed till our 
arrival at Calais. We accordingly departed for 
that kingdom ; and, far from infringing the least 
article of our treaty, his lordship did not insist upon 
his privilege before we reached the capital of France. 

Meanwhile, I began to feel the effect of my pas- 
sion in a very interesting manner, and communi- 
cated my discovery to the dear author of it, w ho 
would not leave me in sucli an affecting situation, 
but took the first opportunity of following us to 
France. 

In our road to Paris, w'c stopped to visit Chan- 
tilly, a magnificent chateau belonging to the Prince 
of Conde, and there met by accident with some 
English noblemen, to whom 1 w^as known. The 
prince and his sisters invited me very politel> into 
the gallery, wdiere they sat. They complimented 
me on my person, and seemed to admire my dress, 
which w’as altogether new to them, being a blue 
English riding habit, trimmed with gold, and a hat 
with a feather. They were particularly well plca.sed 
w'ith my hair, which hung down to my w^aist, and 
pressed me to stay a fortnight at their house ; an 
invitation wliich T was very much mortified at 
being obliged to refuse, because my lord did not 
understand the French language. 1 w^as enchanted 
wdth the place and the company, the women being 
amiable, and the men polite ; nor were they stran- 
gers to my name and story ; for Mr. S calling 

at the same place a few days after, they rallied him 
on my account. 

When we arrived at Paris, the first thing T did 
was to metamorphose myself into a French w'oman. 
I cut off my hair, hid a very good conip’exion of 
my own with r«?/gc, reconciled myself to jiowdcr, 
which 1 had never used before, put on a robe wdtii 
a large hoop, and went to the Thuillerivs^ full of 
spirits and joy ; for, at that lime, everything con- 
spired to make me happy. I ha<l liealth, youth, 
and beauty, love, vanity, and affluence, and found 
myself surrounded with diversions, which were 
gay, new, and agreeable. My ni)j)earance drew 
upon me the eyes of the whole coinj)any, who con- 
sidered me a stranger, hut not a foreigner, so com- 
j)lctely w’as I e(piipi)ed in the fashion of the French ; 
and when they understood who 1 w^as, they aj)- 
plauded my person wdth tlic most lavish encomiums, 
according to their known politeness. 

After having made a circuit round all the public 
places of entertainment in Paris, I was iniroduced 
into company by an English family, residing in that 
city; and, among others, became acquainted with 
a French lady, whose charms w^cre remarkably 

attractive. Tlie Duke of K was her admirer ; 

but she lived in reputation with her mother, and an 
agreeable sister, whose lover w^as the Prince of 

C ; (for almost every lady in France has licr 

aimanl.) 

With this charming woman, whose name was 
Madam de la T , I often made jiartics ol* plea- 


sure. The duke, IVlr. S , she, and 1, used to 

meet in the Tlois dc Boulogne, which is a pleasant 
wood, at a small distance from l*aris, whither the 
company repairs in tlie summer season lor the bene- 
fit of the air; and, after having amused ourselves 
among the groves, embarked in his grace’s equi- 
page, wdiich was extremely elegant, being a calash 
drawn by six fine long-tailed greys, adorned Avith 
ribbons, in the French taste; and thus wc Avere 
conducted to a little enchanted, or at least enchant- 
ing, ])ahicT, possessed by the dnko, at one end of 
the town. The lower apartment, appropriated to 
me, was furnished with yellow and silver, the bed 
siuTourided with looking-glasst*s, and the door 
opened into the garden, laid out in a cradle A\alk, 
and iufi*rv(‘Tiing j)artcrres of roses and other flow ers. 
AhoA'e stairs, my female comi)anion lodged in a 
chamber furnished Avith chintz. Wc supped all 
together in llu* saloon, Avliich, though small, was 
]H*rf(‘ctly elegant. The companA'w as alM'a}s good- 
iiiimourcd, the conversation sprightly and joyous, 
and the scene, though often repeated, still delight- 
ful and entertaining. 

At other times, Mr. S and 1 used to pass our 

eAemngs at the ])alaci‘ of the prince of (' , 

Avhich his highness lent us for our accommodation. 
The apartments oj)cncd into the gardens of the 
Luxembourg, and were, in ])()int of nuignificenee, 
suitable to the owner. Thither 1 used to repair in 
a flaming equipage, on pretence of visiting, and 
spent the best part of the night Avith him w ho w’as 
dearer to me than all the princes in the Avorld. 

While 1 was happily engaged in these ravishing 
parties, mj little lord was cinplojed in efforts to 
rccoA^er his health by rosloralives, and 1 knoAv not 
wdiat; for he still lamented the enfeebling effects 
of his passion, and conqilained that he loved me 
more like an angel than a woman, though he strove 
to govern his affections according to tlie doctrines 
of the (liristian religion, as he regulated liis life by 
the maxims of (’harles the Twelfth of Sweden. 
The meaning of this declaration 1 could never learn ; 
and, indeed, I have been often tempted to believe 
he had no meaning at all. 

Be that as it will, J found my size \isihly in- 
creasing, and my situation extremely uneasy, on 
account of the perpetual wrangling which prevailed 
betwixt us, in eonsccpieriec of his desiring to sleep 
Avith me again, after w e had j)arted beds for the 
second time; and, that J might be no longer ex- 
posed to such disagreeable persecution, T resolved 
to leave him, though at the hazard of my life. 

Thus determined, J Avent to the British ambas- 
sador, in a liaekney-eoach ; and, in order to dis- 
guise my youth, Avliieli might have prepossessed 
him agaiijst my judgment, muffled myself up in a 
black hood, which, as he said, instead of lending an 
air of gravity to my countenance, added a wildness 
to my looks, which was far from being disagree- 
He had been a gallant man in his youth, 
and even then, thougli well stricken in years, was 
not insensible to the jiower of beauty. This dis- 
jiosition, ])erhaps, rendered him more favourable to 
my cause, though he at first advised me to return 
to my husband ; but finding me obstinate, lie under- 
took to se rve me in my own way, and procured a 
])roteetion from the French king, b) virtue of which 
r could live at Baris unmolested by my lord. Never- 
theless, he advised me, if J Avas determined to leave 
him, to make the best of my wa) to England, and 
sue for a divorce. 
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1 relished liis opinion, and concealed myself 
about three days in Paris, during which 1 borrowed 
some linen ; for, as it was impossible to convey any 
thing out of my own house without suspicion, I had 
neither clothes for my accommodation, nor a ser- 
vant to wait on me. 

In this solitary condition, I took the road to 
Flanders, after I had put my lord upon a wrong 
scent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
ami travelled through an unknown country, with- 
out any other attendant than the postillion, being 
subjected to this inconvenience by the laws of 
France, which are so severe in some particulars, 
that, if any person had been apprehended with me, 
he would have suifered death for going off with a 
man’s wife ; though any man might go to bed with 
the same woman, without fear of incurring any 
leg.d punisliment. 

I proceeded night and day w’ithoiit intermission, 
that 1 might the sooner reach Flanders, where J 
knew T sliould be safe ; and as the nights were ex- 
cessively cold, i was fam to WTap myself up in 
flannel, which 1 bought for (he purpose, as I had 
no clotlu's to keep me wann, and travelled in an 
open chaise. While we passed through dreary 
woods, (juite remote from the habitations of men, 

I was not without apprehensions of being stripped 
and murdered by the postillion ; and, in all proba- 
bility, owed my safety to the indigence of my ap- 
jicaranee, which might also protect me in two 
miserable places, where I was obliged to lie, before 
I got out of the territories of France ; for, as I 
could not reach the great towms where 1 intended 
(o lodge, I was under the necessity of putting up 
at little w'retehed liovels, where no ])rovision was 
to he had, hut sour brown bread, and sourer cheese; 
and every thing seemed to denote the dens of 
despair and assassination. 

I made shift, how'ever, to subsist on this fare, an- 
eomfortable as it was, confiding on the meanness 
of my equipage for the security of my jierson ; and 
at length arriving at Brussels, fixed my quarters in 
the Hotel de Flandre, so well known to the English 
since, where I thought myself extremely happy in 
tlie accomjilishment of my flight. 

1 had not been twH) full days in this place, when 
T w'as blessed with the siglit of my lover, w ho fol- 
low ed me on the wings of love, in pursuance of the 
plan we had jirojected before my departure from 
J^aris. Here we concerted measures for proceeding 
to England. 1 hired a tall fine Liegeoise for my 
maid ; and setting out for Ostend, wc embarked in 
a \essel, in which Mr. S had bespoke our pas- 

sage. Our voyage was short and prosperous, and 
our time most agreeably sjient in the company of 
my dear ])artner, who was a most engaging man in 

all respects, as 1 dare say my Lady 0 has since 

found him. 

I assumed a fictitious name, took jirivate lodg- 
ings in I’ohiiid-street, retained lawjcrs, and com- 
menced a suit for separation against iny lord. I 
communicated the reasons of my elopement to my 
fatlier, who was shocked and surprised at my con- 
duct, wdiich he condemned with expressions of sor- 
row^ and resentment. Hut the stc]) was taken ; 
nor did I repent of what I had done, except on his 
account. 

In I he morning after my arrhal at London, I 
waited upon the Lord Chief .Iiistiee, to wliom I 
complained of the usage I had received from my 
lord, w'hose temper w^as teasing, tiresome, and 


intolerably capricious. Indeed, his behaviour was 
a strange compound of madness and folly, seasoned 
with a small ])roportion of sense. No wonder then, 
that I, who am hot and hasty, should be wretched, 
under the persecution of such a perverse humourist, 
who used to terrify me, and scold at me the whole 
night without intermission, and shake my pillow 
from time to time, that I might not sleep, while he 
tormented me with his disagreeable expostulations. 
I have been often frightened almost out of my 
seni^es, at seeing him convulsed with the most un- 
reasonable passion ; and chagrined to the liighest 
degree of disgust, to find, by repeated observation, 
bis disposition so preposterous, that his satisfaction 
and disfileasiire never depended upon the cause he 
had to be satisfied or disobliged ; but, on the con- 
trary, w hen he had most reason to he jileased, he 
was always most discontented, and very often in 
good humour, when he had reason enough for 
vexation. 

IVhile J lived in Poland-street, I was engaged 
with lawyers, and so often visited by iny fatlier, that 
T could not dedicate my whole time as usual to my 
lover; nor w^as it convenient that he should be 
seen in my company ; be tberelbre took a small 
bouse at Camberwell, whither I went as often as I 
had an opportunity; and maintained the correspon- 
dence with such eagerness and industry, that, 
although 1 w as six months gone with child, I have 
often, by myself, set out for his habitation, in a 
hackney-coach, at eleven o’clock at mgbt, and re- 
turned by SIX in the morning, that I might be in 
my own bed when my father came to see me ; for 
1 concealed niy amour, as w'cll as tlie efl’eots of it, 
from his knowledge, and frequently took water 
from the bridge, that my motions might not be dis- 
covered. Nothing hut tlic most p^sionate love 
could have sujiportedmy spirits iindeEsuch vicissi- 
tudes of fatigue, or enabled my admirer to spend 
whole days by himself in such a solitary retirement. 

Hy this time, my lord w as arrived in England, 
and emplo} ed in discovering the jilace of my re- 
treat; so that 1 lived in continual alarm, and pro- 
vided myself with a speaking-trumpet, wdiieh stood 
by my bedside, to he used in calling for assistance, 
in ease my pursuer should make an attack upon my 
lodgings. 

This situation being extremely uncomfortable, 1 
had no sooner began my process against him, than 
I put myself entirely under the protection of J\Ir. 

S , who conducted me to tlie house of a friend 

of his who lived in the country, wdiere 1 was .secure 
from the attempts of my husband. 

The world liad now given me up, and I had 
renounced the w orld with the most perfect resig- 
nation. 1 weighed in my breast wliat I should lose 
in ])oiut of character, w itli what T suftered in my 
peace at home, and found, that my rej)utation was 
not to be preserved, except at the ex]»ense of ray 
quiet, for his lordship was not disposed to make 
me eavsy, had I been ever so discreet. I therefore 
determined to give up a few ceremonial visits, and 
empty professions, for the more substantial enjoy- 
ments of life. 

We passed our time very agreeably in various 

amusemenis with this friend of Mr. S , until the 

term of my reckoning was almost expired, then 
returned to London, and took lodgings in South- 
ampton-street, wh(‘re T began to make the pre- 
parations for tlie approaching occasion. Here I 
])roposed to live with the utmost circumspection 1 
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disguised my name, saw nobody but my lawyer and 
lover, and never approached the window lest I 
should be discovered by accident. 

Notwithstanding these precautions, my French 
maid, whom I had sent for some of my clothes, 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
lord took my lodgings by storm. Had he given 
the assault in his own person only, I make no doubt 
but he would have suffered a repulse from the 
opposition of the Licgeoise, who made all the re- 
sistance in her power ; but was obliged to give way 
to superior numbers. 

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing an unusual 
noise below, rang my bell, in order to know the 
cause of such disturbance. I drew my curtain at 
the same time, and who should I see entering my 
chamber but his lordship, attended by a con- 
stable, and the footman who had discovered my 
retreat ! 

Such an unexpected visit could not fail to affect 
me with surprise and consternation. However, 1 
summoned all my fortitude to my aid, and per- 
ceiving the fellows were about to open my window- 
shutters, desired their principal to order them 
down stairs. He readily complied with my re- 
quest, and sitting down by my bedside, told me 
with an air of triumph, that he had found me at 
last; and I frankly owned, that 1 was heartily 
sorry for his success. Instead of upbraiding me 
with my escape, he jiroceeded to entertain me with 
all the news in town, and gave me a minute detail 
of every thing that happened to him since our 
parting ; among other articles of intelligence, giving 

me to understand, that he had challenged Mr. § , 

who refused to fight him, and was in disgrace with 
the Prince of W on that account. 

But here his lordship did not strictly adhere to 
the naked truth. Tie had indeed, before our de- 
parture from the country, gone to my lover, and 
insisted upon having satisfaction in llyde Park, 
two days from the date of his demand, and at three 

o’clock in the afternoon ; S , believing him in 

earnest, accepted the invitation; though he ob- 
served, that these affairs could not be discussed too 
soon, and wished the time of meeting might be at 
an earlier hour. But his lordship did not choose 
to alter the circumstances of his first proposal; 
and, when he went away, said he should expect 
him at the appointed time and place, if it did not 
rain. 

His antagonist gave me an account of the con- 
versation, when I assured him the whole business 
would end in smoke. Accordingly, my lord sent 
him a letter on Monday, desiring that the assigna- 
tion m.ght be deferred till Thursday, that Jie might 
have time to settle his affairs, and pay S an hun- 

dred pounds, which he had formerly borrowed of 
him. When Thursday came, he was favoured with 
another epistle, importing, that the challenger had 
changed his mind, and would seek satisfaction at 
law. Thus ended that heroic exploit, which his 
lordship now boasted of with such arrogant mis- 
representation. « 

Whilst he regaled me with these interesting 
particulars, I was contriving a scheme to frustrate 
the discovery he had made ; so that I did not con- 
tradict his assertions, but told him, that, if he would 
go down stain*, I would rise and come to breakfast. 
He consented to this proposal with great cheerful- 
ness ; and 1 own T was not a little surprised to find 
him, at this first interview, in as good a humour as 


if nothing liad happened to interrupt the felicity ol’ 
our matrimonial union. 

It cost me some invention to conceal my con- 
dition from his notice, being now within a week of 
the expected crisis. But I knew 1 had to do with 
a man of no great penetration, and succeeded in 
my attempt accordingly. We breakfasted with 
great harmony, and I invited him to dinner, after 
having prevailed upon him to send away his myr- 
midons, whom, nevertheless, he ordered to return 
at eleven o’^dock at night. We conversed together 
with great gaiety and mirth. When I rallied him 
for visiting me in such a dishabille, he stood a tiptoe 
to view himself in the glass ; and, owning 1 was in 
the right, said he woidd go and dress himself before 
dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid to 
give him entrance at his return ; and he was iio 

sooner gone than I wrote to Mr. S , giving liini 

an account of what had hai)pened. ’riieu, without 
having determined on any certain plan, 1 huddled 
on my clothes, muffled myself up, and calling a 
chair, went to the next tavern, w’here T staid no 
longer than was sufficient to change my vehi(‘lc 
and, to the astonishment of the drawers, vho could 
not conceive the meaning of my perturbation, j)ro- 
eeeded to a shop in the neighbourhood, where I 
dismissed my second chair, and procured a liack- 
ney coach, in which 1 rei)aired to the lodgings of 
my lawyer, whom 1 could trust. Having made 
him acquainted with the circumstances of my 
distress, and consulted him about a proper place of 
retreat, after some recollection, he directed me to 
a little house in a court, to which, hy the assistance 
of my lover, my woman and clothes w ere safely 
conveyed that same evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according to 
invitation, and did not seem at all alarmed when 
my maid told him I was gone, hut stepped to my 
lawyer, to know if he thought I should return. 
Upon his answering in the affirmative, and advising 
his lordship to go back in the mean time, and eat 
the dinner 1 had provided, he very deliberately 
took his advice, made a very hearty meal, drank 
his bottle of wdne, and, as 1 did not return according 
to his expectation, withdrew in order to consult his 
associates. 

This motion of his fumirhed my woman with an 
opportunity of making her retreat ; and, when he 
returned at night, the coast was clear, and he found 
nobody in the house hut a porter, wdio had been 
left to take care of the furniture. He was so en- 
raged at this disappointment, that he made a 
furious noise, which raised the whole neighbour- 
hood, reinforced his crew with the authority of a 
justice of the peace, tarried in the street till three 
o’clock in the morning, discharged a lodging he 
had hired at a barber’s shop opposite to the house 
from which 1 had escaped, and retired with the 
comfortable reflection of having done every thing 
which man could do to retrieve me. 

The hurry of spirits and surprise I had under- 
gone in effecting this retreat, produced such a 
disorder in my constitution, that I l^egan to fear I 
should be delivered before 1 could he provided with 
necessaries for the occasion. I signified my appre- 
hension to Mr. S , who, with infinite care and 

concern, endeavoured to find a more convenient 
place ; and, after all his* inejuiries, was obliged to 
fix upon a paltry apartment in the city, though his 
tenderness was extremely shocked at the necessity 
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r)f clioosing it. However, there was no rt'medy, 
nor time to be lost. To this miserable habitation 
1 was carried in a hackney coach ; and, thougl] 
extremely ill, bore my fate with spirit and resig- 
nation, in testimony of my sincere and indelible 
attachment to my lover, for whose ease and pleasure 
1 could have suffered every inconvenience, and 
even sacrificed my life. 

Immediately after 1 had taken possession of my 
wretched apartment, I was constrained by my 
indisposition to go to bed, and send for necessary 
help ; and in a few hours a living pledge of my 
love and indiscretion saw the light, though the terrors 
and fatigue I had undergone liad affected this little 
innoeent so severely, that it scarce discovered any 
visible signs of life. 

]\ly grief at this misfortune was inexpressible. 
I fortliwith despatched a message to the dear, the 
anxious father, who tlew to my arms, and shared 
my sorrow, with all the gentleness of love and 
jiareiital fondness ; yet our fears were, for that 
time, happily disappointed by the recovery of our 
infant daughter, who was committed to the chargi* 
of a nurse in the ncighhourhood; so that 1 could 
every day he satisfied in my iinpiiries about her 
health. Thus I eontinued a whole fortnight in a 
state of happiness and trampiillity, being blessed 
witii the eonversation and tender offices of my 
admirer, wluise love and attention 1 wholly en- 
grossed. In a word, he gave up all hnsiness and 
amusement, and coneeiitrated all his care and 
assiduity in ministering to my ease and sati.sfaelion. 
And sure I had no cause to regret what I had 
suffered on his account. 

llul this my agreeable situation was one day 
diisturbed by a most alarming accident, by which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. The 
room under my hed-chamher took fire ; I imme- 
diately smelt it, and saw the people about me in 
the utmost perplexity and consternation, though 
they would not own the true cause of their con- 
fiLsion, lest my health should suffer in the fright. 
Nevertheless, I was so calm in my impiiries, that 
they ventured to tell me iny suspicion was hut too 
just: upon which I gave such directions as T 
thought would secure me from catching cold, in 
case there should be a necessity for removing me ; 
but the fire being happily extinguished, I escaped 
tliat ceremony, wliieh might have cost me my 
life. Indeed it was surprising that the agitation of 
my spirits did not produce some fatal effect upon 
my constitution ; and I looked upon my deliverance 
as tli(‘ protection of a jiarticular providence. 

Though I escaped tlu* hazard of a sudden removal, 

I found it was high time to change my lodgings, 
heeause the neighbours rushing into the hou.se, 
upon the alarm of fire, had discovered my situation, ' 
though they w ere ignorant of my name ; and I did ! 
not think myself safe in being the subject of their 

conjectures. Mr. S , therefore, procured another 

apartment, with better accommodation, to which I 
WMS carried as soon as my health would admit of 
my removal ; and soon after my lord wrote to me 
])y the hands of my lawyer, earnestly entreating 
me to drop my prosecution, and come home. But 
I would not comply with his request ; and nothing 
was farther from my intention than the desire of 
receiving any favours at his hands. 

Thus repulsed, he set on foot a most accurate 
search for my person ; in the cour.se of which he 
is said to have delected several ladies and young 


girls, who had reasons for keeping themselves 
concealed ; and had like to have been very severely 
handled for his imjiertinent curiosity. Being 
unsuccessful in all his attempts, he entered into a 

treaty wutli one Sir B II , a person of a 

very indifferent character, who undertook to furnish 
him wdth an infallible expedient to discover the 
place ol‘ my abode, if he would gratify him with a 
bond for a thou.sand pounds ; which being executed 
accordingly, this worthy knight advertised me and 
my maid in the public papers, offering one hundred 
pounds as a reward to any person who should 
disclose the place of our retirement. 

As soon as the paper fell into iny hands, I was 
again involved in perplexity ; and, being afraid of 
staying in tow n, resolved, with the coneurnuiee of my 
lover, to accejit of an invitation I liad received from 

the Duke of K , who had by this time arrived 

in Englaml, with that lady whom I have already 
mentioned as one of our parties at Paris. Having 
visited my little infant, 1 next day set out for the 
duke’s country seat, wdiich is a most elegant cAu fen m, 

and stands in a eharming situation. Mr. S 

followed in a few days. W e met with a very cordial 
reception; his grace was civil and good-natured, 

lived nobly, and loved pleasure; Madam la T 

w'as formed to please; there was alwajs a groat 
deal of good eonqiany in the house ; so that we 
passed our time agreeably in playing at billiards and 
cards, hunting, walking, reading, and eonversation. 

But my terms of hapjiiness were generally of 
short duration. In the mulst of tins telieity I was 
overtaken by a most .severe afflietion, in the death 
)f my dear hapless iii'aiit, who had engrossed a 
greater share of my tenderness than perluqis 1 even 
should have paid to the offspring of a legitimate 
contract; because the circumstance of her birth 
would have been an insurinoimtuble misfortune 
to her through the whole cour.se of her life, and 
rendered her absolutely dependent on my love and 
protection. 

While I still lamented the untimely fiite of this 

air blossom. Lord came dow n, and demanded 

me as his wufe ; but the suit which I then maiu- 
.airied against him dejirived him, for the present, 
of a husband s right ; and therefore the duke would 
lot deliver me info his liands. 

In six months he repeated his visit and demand; 
nd an agreement was patched up, in consequence 
•f which I consented to live in the same hou.se witli 
lim, on condition that he should never desire to 
sleep w ith me, or take any other measure to disturb 
niy peace ; otherwise I should be at liberty to leave 
lim again, and entitled to the provi.sion of a 
leparate maintenance. To these articles I assented, 
)y the advice of my lawyers, with a a iew of oh- 
aining the payment of m\ pin-money, w liieh I had 
lever received since our parting, hut subsisted on 
he sale of iny jewels, w hieh w'ere very consider- 
able, and had been presented to me with full power 
ff alienation. As to my l()v(‘r, he had no fortune 
o support me ; and for that rejLson I wms scru- 
fmlously cautions of augmenting his expense. 

We had iiowMuijojed each other’s company for 
Iiree years, during which our mutual passion had 
luffered no abatement, nor had my hajipiness been 
mixed with any eonsidcrable alloy, except ih.J 
late stroke of proviclenec which I have alrcaq^j’ 
mentioned, and the reflection of the sorrow t’jjjy 
ny conduct had entailed upon my dear fajhad 
whom 1 loved beyond expression, and whom qj- 
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could have compelled me to disoblige but a more 
pow.erful flame, that prevailed over every other 
consideration. As I was now forced to break off" 
this enchanting correspondence, it is not to be 
doubted that our parting cost us the most acute 
sensations of grief and disappointment. However, 
there was no remedy. 1 tore myself from his arms, 
took my leave of the family, after having acknow- 
ledged my obligations to the duke, and set out for 
the place of rendezvous, where 1 was met by my 
lord, attended by a steward whom he had lately 
engaged, and who was one chief cause of our future 
separations. My lord, having quitted his house in 
town, conducted me to his lodgings in Pall-Mall, 
and insisted upon sleeping with me the first night; 
but I refused to gratify his desire, on the authority 
of our agreement. 

This dispute produced a quarrel, in consequence 
of which I attempted to leave the house. He 
endeavouring to prevent my retreat, 1 fairly locked 
him in, ran down stairs, and, calling a haekney- 
coach, made the best of my way into the city, to 
my father’s lodgings, where 1 lay, the family being 
in town, though he himself was in the country. I 
wrote to him immediately ; and, when he came to 
London, declared my intention of separating from 
my lord; in which, seeing me obstinate and de- 
termined, he at length acquiesced, and a formal 
separation accordingly ensued, which at that time 
I thought binding and immutable. 

I was now sheltered under the wings of an 
indulgent father, who had taken me info favour 
again, on the supposition that my commerce with 

Mr. S was absolutely at an end. Nevertheless, 

though we had separated, in all appearance for 
ever, we had previously agreed to maintain our 
correspondence in private interviews, which should 
escape the notice of the world, with which I was 
again obliged to keep some measures. 

Our parting at the duke of K ’s house in the 

country was attended with all the genuine marks 
of sincere and reciprocal affection, and T lived in 
the sweet hope of seeing liim again, in all the 
transport of his former passion, w hen my lawyer, 
who received my letters, brought me a billet one 
night, just as I had gone to bed. Seeing the 

superscription of S ’s handwriting, T oi)ened it 

with all the impatience of an absent lover ; but how 
shall I describe the astonishment and consternation 
with which I was seized, when I perused the 
contents ! Instead of the most tender vows and 
protestations, this fatal epistle began with. Madam, 
the best thing you can do ls to return to your father, 
or some cold and killing expression to that effect. 

Heaven and earth ! what did 1 feel at this dire 
conjuncture ! the light forsook my eyes, a cold 
sweat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelmed 
with such a torrent of sorrow and surprise, that 
everybody present believed I would have died 
under the violent agitation. They endeavoured to 
support my spirits with repeated draughts of strong 
liquor, which had no sensible effect upon my con- 
stitution, though for eight whole years I had drank 
j nothing stronger than water; and I must have 
infallibly perished in the first ecstacy of my grief, 
pj^,.^had it not made its way in a fit of tears and ex- 
the d\ 2 tmation, in which I continued all night, to the 
tradici'®'*®”'®^^ of the family, whom my condition had 
go dowP®*^ raised from their repose. My father 

lie conse^® person who guessed the cause of my 

tiess ; and**“ * sure I had received some 

him, at this 


ill usage in a letter or message from that rascal 

S , so he termed him in the bitterness of 

passion. 

At mention of that name, my agony redoubled 
to such a degree, that all who were present wept at 
sight of my deplorable condition. My poor father 
shed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell him 
the cause of my disquiet ; upon which, rather than 
confess the truth, I amused his concern, by pre- 
tending that my lover wais ill. The whole family 
having staid by me till T was a little more compost'd, 
left me to the care of my maid, who put me into 
bed about six in the morning, but I enjoyed no 
rest. 1 revolved every circumstance ol‘ my conduct, 
endeavouring to find out the cause of this fatal 
change in S ’s disposition ; and as 1 could re- 

collect nothing wdiich could justly give ofience, 
concliidt'd that some malicious persons had abused 
his ears with stories to my prejudice. 

With this conjecture I got up, .and sent my 
lawyer to him wath a letter, wherein 1 insisted uj)on 
seeing him, that J might have an op])ort unity of 
justifying myself in person ; a task wdiich would 
be easily performed, as J had never offended, but 
in loving too well. I waited with the most anxious 
impatience for the return of my messenger, who 
brought me an answer couched in the coldest terms 
of civility which indifi'erence could dictate ; ac- 
knowledging, however, that he had nothing to lay 
to my charge, but that it was for the good of us 
both we should part. He ought to have reflected 
on that before, not after 1 had sacrificed my all for 
his love! I was well nigh distracted by this con- 
firmation of his inconstancy ; and 1 wonder to this 
day how J retained the use of my reason under 
such circumstances of horror and despair I My 
grief laid aside all decorum and restraint; 1 told 

my father, that S was dying, and that 1 would 

visit him with all expedition. 

Startled at the i)roposal, this careful i)arcnt 
demonstrated the fatal consequence of such an 
unguarded step, reminded me of the difficulty with 
which he had j)revailed upon my mother and uncle 
to forgive my former imprudence, observed that 
his intention was to carry me into the country next 
day, in order to effect a perfect reconciliation ; but 
now I was on the brink of forfeiting all pretensions 
to their regard, by committing another fatal error, 
which could not possibly be retrieved ; and that, 
for his part, whatev(‘r pangs it might cost him, he 
was resolved to banish me from his sight for ever. 

While he uttered this declaration, the tears 
trickled down his cheeks, and he seemed over- 
whelmed with the keenest sorrow and mortification ; 
so it may be easily conceived what were the im- 
pressions of my grief, reinforced with the affliction 
of a father whom 1 dearly loved, and the conscious- 
ness of being the cause of all his disquiet ! 1 was 
struck dumb with remorse and woe ; and, wlien 1 
recovered the use of speech, 1 told him how sensible 
I was of his great goodness and humanity, and 
owned how little I deserved his favour and afl'ec- 
tion ; that the sense of my own unworthiness was 
one cause of my present distraction ; for such w’as 
the condition of my fate, that T must either see 

S or die. I said, though 1 could not expect 

his forgiveness, 1 was surely worthy of his com- 
passion; that nothing but the most irresistible 
passion could have misled me at first from my 
duty, or tempted me to incur the least degree of 
his displeasure ; that the Siame fatal influence still 
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prevailed, and would, in all probability, continue to 
the grave, which was the only abode in which 1 
hoped for peace. 

While 1 expressed myself in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the most tender sym- 
pathy, and, saying I might do as I pleased, for he 
had done with me, quitted the room, leaving me to 
the cruel sensations of my own heart, which almost 
burst with anguish, upbraiding me with a fault 
which I could not help committing. 

I immediately hired a chariot and six, and would 
have set out by myself, had not my lather’s affec- 
tion, which all my errors could not efface, provided 
an attendant. He saw me (piite delirious and des- 
perate; and therefore engaged a relation of my 
own to accompany and take care of me in this rash 
expedition. 

During this journey, which lasted two days, I 
felt no remission of grief and anxiety, but under- 
went the most intolerable sorrow and supense. At 
last we arrived at a little house called the Ilut, on 
Salisbury-j)lain, where, in the most frantic agitation, 

I wrote a letter to S , describing the miserable 

condition to which 1 was reduced by his unkind- 
ness, and desiring to see him, with the most earnest 
solicitations. 

This billet T committed to the care of my at- 
tendant, and laid strong injunctions upon him to 

tell IMr. S y my injuries were so great, and my 

despair so violent, that, if he did not favour me 
with a visit, I w ould go to him, though at his sister’s 
house, where he then -was. 

lie received my message with great coldness, 
and told my friend, that, if I would return to 
London without insisting upon the interview 1 de- 
manded, he would, in a little time, follow me to 
town, and everything should be amicably adjusted; 
but when the messenger assured him, that I w^as 
too much transported with grief to bear of such a 
proposal, he consented to meet me in the middh‘ of 
Salisbury-plain, that we might avoid all observation. 
And though I was little able to walk, I set out on 
foot for the place of assignation, my companion 
following at a small distance. 

When 1 saw him leading his horse down the hill, 
T collected all my fortitude, and advanced to him 
with all the speed I could exert ; but when 1 made 
an effort to speak, my tongue denied its office ; and 
so lively was the expression of unutterable sorrow 
in my countenance, that his heart, hard as it was, 
melted at sight of my sufferings, which he well 
knew proe(*cded from the sincerity of my love. At 
length I recovered the use of speech enough to tell 
him, that 1 was come to lake mv leave ; and, when 
I would have proceeded, my voice failed me again. 
But, after a considerable pause, 1 found means, 
with great difficulty, to let him know how sensible 
1 was of iny own incapacity to retrieve his lost 
affections; but that 1 was willing, if possible, to 
retain his esteem, of which could I be assured, I 
would endeavour to compose myself; that I was 
determined to leave the kingdom, because I could 
not bear the sight of those places where we had 
been so happy in our mutual love ; and that, till 
my departure, J hoped he would visit me some- 
times, that I might, by degrees, wean myself from 
his company ; for I should not be able to survive 
the sliock of being deprived of him nil at once. 

This address may seem very humble to an un- 
concerned observer ; but love will tame the proudest 
disposition, as plainly appeared in my case ; for I 


had naturally as much spirit or more, than the 

generality of people have. Mr. S was so much 

confounded at the manner of my behaviour, that 
he scarce knew what answer to make ; for, as he 
afterwards owned, he expected to hear himseli 
upbraided ; but he was not proof against my ten- 
derness. After some hesitation, he said, he never 
meant to forsake me entirely, that his affection was 
still unimpaired, and that he would follow me 
directly to London. I imposed upon myself, and 
believed what he said, because 1 could not bear to 
think of parting with him for ever, and returned 
to town in a more tranquil state of mind than that 
in which 1 had left my father, though my heart 
was far from being at ease ; my fears being inge- 
nious enough to foresee, that I should never be 
able to overcome his indifference. 

I took lodgings in Mount-street, and my maid 
having disposed of herself in marriage, hired 
another, who supplied her place very much to ray 
satisfaction. 8hc was a good girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and for many years, during 
which she lived in my service, was indefatigably 
assiduous in contributing to my ease, or rather in 

alleviating my affliction. Eor, though S came 

up to town according to promise, and renew’^ed a 
sort of correspondence with me for the space of 
five months, his complaisance would extend no 
farther ; and he gave me to understand, that he 

had determined to go abroad with Mr. V ; 

w'honi he accordingly accompanied in his embassy 
to 1) — n. 

I understood the real cause of this expedition, 
W'hich, notwithstanding his oaths and protestations 
of unabated love and regard, 1 construed into a 
palpable mark of dislike and disrespect ; nor could 
the repeated assurances T received from him in 
letters mitigate the anguish and mortifieation that 
preyed upon my heart, 1 therefore gave up all 
hopes of recovering the happiness I had lost. I 
told liim on the eve of his departure, that he might 
exercise his gallantry a great while, before he w ould 
meet with my fellow*, in point of sincerity and love; 
for I would rather have been a servant in his house, 
with the privilege of seeing him, than the Queen of 
England debarn'd of that jileasurc. 

When he took his leave, and went down stairs, I 
slinmk at every step he made, as if a new wound 
had been inflicted upon me ; and when 1 heard the 
door shut hcliind him, my heart died within me. 
(I liad the satisfaction to hear afterAvards, he 
lamented the loss of me prodigiously, and that he 
had never been so happy since.) 1 sat down to 
write a letter, in which 1 forgave his indifference, 
because I knew the affections are altogether invo- 
luntary, and wished him all the happiness he 
deserved. I then Avalked up and down the room 
in the most restless anxiety, was put to bed by my 
maid, rose at six, mounted my horse, and rode 
forty miles, in order to fatigue myself, that I might 
next night enjoy some repose. This exercise I 
daily underwent for months together ; and, when 
it did not answer my purpose, I used to walk round 
Ilyde-park in the evening, when the place was 
quite solitary and un visited by any other human 
creature. 

In the course of this melancholy perambulation, 
I was one day accosted by a very great man, who, 
after the first salutation, asked w hether or not my 

intercourse with S was at an end ? and if I had 

any alloAvaiiee from my husband ? To the first of 
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these questions I replied in the affirmative ; and to 
the last answered, that my lord did not allow me a 
great deal — indeed I might have truly said nothing 
at all ; hut I was too proud to own my indigence. 
He then expressed his wonder, how one like me, 
who had been used to splendour and atlluence from 
my cradle, could make shift to live in my present 
narrow circumstances ; and, when J told him that 
I could make a very good shift, so I had peace, he 
seemed to lament my situation, and very kindly 
invited me to sup wdth his wife at his house. I 
accepted the invitation, without any apprehension 
of the consequence ; and, when 1 w^ent to the place, 
was introduced into an aj)artnient magniticently 
lighted up (1 suppose) for my recejdion. 

After I had staid alone for some lime in this 
m} sterious situation, without seeing a living soul, 
my inviter appeared, and said, he hoped I would 
not take it amiss that he and T were to sup by 
ourselves, as he had something to say, which could 
not be so properly communicated b(*fore company 
or servants. 1 then, for the first time, perceived 
his drift, to my no small surj)rise and indignation ; 
and, with evident marks of displeasure, told him, 1 
was sure he had nothing to propose that w'ould be 
agreeable to my inelinatioii, and that T would im- 
mediately leave the house. l.Ij)on which he gave 
me to understand, that 1 could not possibly retire, 
because he had sent away my chair, and all his 
servants w^ere disposed to ob(‘y his orders. 

Incensed at this declaration, which I considered 
as an insult, I answered w ith an air of resolution — 
it was very well ; T despised his eonirivance, and 
was afraid of nothing. Seeing me thus alarmed, 
he assured me I had no reason to be afraid; that 
he had loved me long, and could find no other 
opportunity of declaring his passion. He said, the 

q had told him that Lord had renewed 

his addresses to me ; and as he understood, from 

iny own mouth, my correspondence with S 

was absolutely broke off, lie thought himself as w ell 
entitled as another to my regard. In conclusion, 
he told me, that 1 might command his purse, and 
that he had jiower enough to bring me into the 
world again wdth f'clnt. To these advances 1 
replied, that lie was very much mistaken in his 
opinion of my character, if he imagined I was to 
he won by any tenqitations of fortune — and very 
frankly declared, that I would rather give myself 
to a footman, than sell myself to a prince. 

Supper being served, we sat down together ; but 
I would neither eat nor drink anything, except a 
little bread and winter ; for 1 w as an odd whimsical 
girl, and it came into my head, that he might 
perhaps have mixed something in the victuals or 
wine, which would alter my way of thinking. In 
short, finding himself baffled in all his endeavours, 
he permitted me about twelve o’clock to depart in 
peace, and gave uji his suit as a desperate cause. 

'I’his uncomfortable life did 1 lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the least abatement 
of my melancholy, Finding myself worn to a 
skeleton, I resumed my former resolution of trying 
to profit by change of place, and actually went 
abroad, with no other attendant than my woman, 
and the utmost indifference for life. My intention 
was to have gone to the south of France, where J 
thought 1 coffld have subsisted on the little I had 
left, which amounted to five hundred pounds, until 
the issue of my law-suit, by which 1 hoped to 
obtain some provision from my lord j and, without 


all doubt, my expoetniioji would have been answered, 
had I jiut this my plan in execution : hut, being at 
Paris, from whence 1 proposed to set forward in 

a few dajs, I sent to j\I. K , who had been 

formerly inliinate wdtli my fatlier, and sbowm mo 
mail) civilities dm ing my first residi'iiee in France. 

'I’liis gentleman lavoiired me with a visit, and, 
when I made him acquainted vvilh my scheme, 
dissuaded me from it, as an uneoinfortable deter- 
n.ination. He advised me to stay at Paris, where, 
with good economy, 1 could live as cheap as in any 
Ollier place, and enjoy the eoiiversatioii and coun- 
tenance of ni) friends, among which miniber he 
declared liimself one of Ihe most failhliil. He 
assured me, tliat 1 should he al\\a)s welcome to 
bistable, and want for nothing, lie ])r()inised to 
recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 
whom 1 would live in a liiigal and decent maimer; 
and obsiTved, that, as the woman was well known 
and esteemed by all the English eomj)an) in i'aris, 
it would he the most reiuitable slej) I could take 
(eoTi<?idering my youth and situation), to lodge with 
a creditable j)erson, v^ho could answer for my con- 
duct. Thus persuadi‘d, 1 vt*ry simply lollowed hi., 
advice — I sa) simply, because, notw ithstanding his 
representations, 1 soon found my money melt away, 
without any pr()spe(“t of a fresh supply. In lieu of 
tlii.s, hovvevt r, I passed my time ver) agreeably in 
several Knglish and soim* French families, where, 
in a little lime, I became quite niliniate, saw a great 
deal of eomjianv, and was treated with the utmost 
politeness and regard; vet, in the midst of these 
pleasures, many a melanehol} sigh would ri.se at 

the rememhranee of my beloved S , wlioin, for 

.several years, 1 eouhl not recollect without emotion; 
hut time, company, amusements, and change of 
place, in a great measure dissipated these ideas, 
and enabled me to hear my fate with jiatieiice aucl 
resignation. 

On my last arrival at I’aris, I was surrounded 
by a crowd of prof(*sse(l admirers, who sighed and 
flattered in the usual forms ; hut, besides that my 
heart was not in a condition to contract iicw^ crigage- 
niciits, J was prepossessed agaiii.st them all, by sup- 
posing that they [iresumed ujion the knowledge of 

my indiscretion with S ; and therefore rejected 

their addresses with detestation and disdain; — for, 
as I have already observed, 1 was not to be won 
hut by the appearance of esteem, and llie most 
resjieetful carriage ; and though, by a false sleji, I 
had, in my own ojiinion, foneited my title to the 
one, 1 was resolved to discourage the advances of 
any man who sceincd deficient in the other. 

In this manner my lovers were one by one 
rejmlsed, almost as soon as they pre.'^cnled tliem- 
.selves, and I pre.servecl the independence of my 
heart, until 1 became aeijuainted wnth a certam 

peer, whom I often saw at the house of Mrs. 1’ , 

an English lady then resident at Paris. This young 
nobleman professed himself deeply enamoured of 
me, in a style so different from that of my other 
admirers, that I heard his protestations without 
disgu.st; and, though my inclinations were still free, 
could not find in my heart to discountenance his 
addresses, which were preferred with the most 
engaging modesty, disinterestedness, and respect. 

Jly these never-failing arts, he gradually con- 
quered my indifference, and gained the preference 
in my esteem from l-Kird C — y and the Prince of 

('! , who were at that time his rivals. Put what 

contributed more than any consideration to his 
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success was liis declarini^ openly, that he would 
marry me without hesitation, as soon as T could 
obtain a divorce from luy present huslmnd, which, 
in all probabilitj', ini'^ht have been easily procured ; 

for, before I left England, Lord had offered 

me five thousand iiounds if I would eoiisent to such 
a mutual release, that he might be at liberty to 

espouse one Miss W , of Kent, to whom he 

then made love upon honourable terms ; but I was 
fool enough to refuse his proposal, by the advice of 

. And whether or not his lordship, finding 

it impracticable to wed his new mistress, began to 
make love upon another footing, T know not; but, 
certain it is, the mother forbade liirn th(‘ house, a 
circumstance which lie took so heinously ill, that 
he ap[)ealed to the world in a public advertisement, 
beginning with “ Whereas, for some time, J have 

passionately loved ISFiss W , and, upon my not 

coiiijilying wfith the mother’s proposals, they have 
turned me out of doors — this is to justify,” &c. 

1’his declaration, signed with his name, w'as ac- 
tually printed in a number of detached advertise- 
ments, which he ordered to be distributed to the 
public ; and afterwards, bi'ing convinced by some 
of his fruMids that he had done a very silly thing, 
lie r(‘-ealled them at half a guinea a-piece. A copy 
of oiu* of tliem was smit to me at l\iris, and I 
b(‘liev<' my father has now om* of tin* originals in 
his possession. After this wise vindication of his 
eouduet, he made an attempt to carry off the lady 
from church by force of arms ; but she was rescued 
by the neighbours, headed by her brother, who, 
being an attorney, had like to have made his lord- 
shij) smart se\erely for this exploit. 

jNIean while my neu' admirer had made some 
progress in my heart ; an<l, my finances being ex- 
hausted, 1 was reduced to the alternative of return- 
ing to Lord again, or accepting Earl B \s 

love. When my affairs were hrought to an issue, 
I made no hesitation in my choice, putting myself 
under (lie protection of a man of honour whom I 
esteemed, rather than sutler every sort of mortifi- 
cation from a ])erson who was the object of my ab- 
li<n*renee and eontt'injit. From a mistaken jiride, 

J chose to live in Lord B 's house, rather than 

he niaintained at his expense in another place. We 
spent several months agreeably in halls and other di- 
versions, visited Loi d B — k, w ho lived at the distance 
ofa few' leagues from I’aris, and staid some day sat his 
house, Avhere the entertainment was, in all resp(*ets, 
delight fill, elegant, and refined. 'J’lieir habitation 
was the rendezvous of the best company in France; 
and Lady B — k niaintained the same superiority 
in lier owui sex, for which her lord is so justly dis- 
tiuguished among the men. 

About Christmas we set out for England, accom- 
panied by a little North Briton, wdio lived with 

Jaird B as his eomjianion, and did not at all 

apjirove of our correspondence; whether out of 
real friendship for his jiatron, or ajiprehension that 
in time 1 might su])ersede his ow n influence wdth 
my lord, I shall not pretend to determine. Be that 
as it will, the frost was so severe, that w^e were de- 
tained ten days at ("alais before we could get out of 
the harbour ; and, during that time, I reflected 
fierlously on what my ntwv lover jiroposed. As he 
^as very young, and unaeijuainted with the world, 
I thought my story iniglit have escaped him ; aud 
therefore determined to give him a faithful detail 
of the whole, that he might not have anything to 
reproach me with in the seipiel : besides, I did not 


think it honest to engage him to do more for me than 
he might afterwards perliajis think I was worth. Ac- 
cordingly, I communicated to him every particular 
>f my life; and the narration, far from altering his 
sentiments, rather confirmed his good opinion, by 
exhibiting an undoubted proof of my frankness and 
sincerity. In short, h(‘ behaved with siuh gene- 
rosity, as made an absolute conquest of my heart. 
But my love was of a different kind from that 
which had formerly reigned within iny breast, being 
founded upon the warmest gratitude and esteem, 
exclusive of any other consideration, though his per- 
son was very agreeable, and bis address engaging. 

When we arrived in lingland, T went directly to 
his country scat, about twelve miles from London, 
where he soon joined me, and we lived some time 
in perfect retirement, bis relations being greatly 

alarmed with the apprehension that Lord 

would bring an action against him, though he him- 
self de.sired notliiiig more, and lived so easy under 
that expectation, that they soon laid aside their 
fears on his aecount. 

We were visited by INfr. II B , a relation 

of my lord, and on<* Mr. 11 , of the guards, who, 

w ith the Utile Scotchman and my lover, made an 
agneeahle set, among whom I enjoyed hunting, 
and all manner of counlry diversions. As to Mr. 

]I — H , if ever there was perfection in one 

man, it centered in liim ; or, at least, he, of all the 
men I ever knew, approached the nearest to that 
idea which 1 had conceived ofa perfect character. 
He was both good and great, possessed an uncom- 
mon genius, and the best of hearts. M r. B was a 

very' sociable man, had a good person, and culti- 
vated understanding ; and iny lord was excessively 
good humoured : — so that, with such companions, 
no place could he dull or insijud. Tor my own 
part, 1 conducted the family ; and, as I endeavoured 
to please and make every body happy, I had the 

good fortune to succeed. Mr. B told me, that 

before be saw me, be heard I was a fool ; but find- 
ing, as he was jileased to say, that 1 had been egre- 
giously raisriqireseiitecl, he courted my friendship, 
and a correspondence comineneed between us. 
Indeed, it was impossible for any person to know 
him, without entertaining the irtmost esteem and 
veneration for his virtue. 

After 1 had lived some time in this agreeable 
retreat, my husband began to make a bustle. He 

sent a message, dcmainliiig me from l^ord B ; 

tlieu came in jicrsoii, with his nigliteap in liis 
pocket, intending to have staid all night, had he 
lieen asked, and attendi‘d by a relation, whom he 
assured that 1 was very fond of him, and detained 
by force from his arms. 

Eiuding himself disappointed in his expectations, 

be commenced a law -suit against Lord B , 

though not fiir a divorce, as we desired, but with a 
view to reclaim me as liis lawful wife, liis lawyers, 
lu>wever, attempted ti> prove criminal conversation, 
in hopes of extorting money from my lover. But 
their endeavours were altogether fruitless; for no 
servant of Jiord B ’s or mine could with jus- 

tice say we were i‘ver seen to trespass against 
modesty and decorum ; so that the plaintiff was 
nonsuited. 

While this cause was depending, all my lover’s 
friends expressed fear and concern for the issue, 
while he himself behaved with the utmost resolu- 
tion, and gave me such convincing proofs of a 
strong and steady affection, as augmented my 
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gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my love, which 
was unblemished, faithful, and sincere. 

Soon after this event, I was seized with a violent 
fit of illness, in which I was visited by my father, 
and attended b)^ two physicians, one of whom de- 
spaired of my life, and, took his leave accordingly ; 

but Dr. S , who was the other, persisted in his 

attendance, and, in all human appearance, saved 
my life ; a circumstance by wdiicli he acquired a 
great share of reputation. Yet, notwithstanding 
all his assistance, I was confined to my bed for ten 
weeks ; during which Lord B ’s grief was im- 

moderate, his care and generosity unlimited. While 

I lay in this extremitv, Mr. S , penetrated by 

my melancholy condition, which revived his ten- 
derness, begged leave to be admitted to my presence; 
and Lord B would have complied with his re- 

quest, had I not been judged too weak to bear the 
shock of such an interview. My constitution, how- 
ever, agreeably disappointed my fears ; and the 
fever had no sooner left me, than 1 was removed to 
a hunting seat belonging to my lover, from whence, 
after I had recovered my strength, we went to 

B castle, where we kept open house. And, 

while we remained at this place, J^ord B re- 
ceived a letter from Lord , dated in November, 

challenging him to single combat in May, upon the 
frontiers of France and Flanders. Lhis defiance 
was sent in consequence of what had passed between 
them long before my indisposition, at a meeting in 
a certain tavern, where they quarrelled, and in the 
fray, my lover threw his antagonist under the 
table. I counselled him to take no notice of 
this rhodomontadc, which 1 knew was void of 
all intention of performance ; and he was wise 
enough to follow my advice, resolved, howev(*r, 
should the message be repeated, to take the chal- 
lenger at his word. 

Having resided some time at this place, we re- 
turned to the other country house which he had 

left, where Ivord B addicted himself so much 

to hunting, and other male diversions, that I began 
to think he neglected me, and apprised him of my 
suspicion, assuring him, at the same time, that 1 
would leave him as soon as my opinion should be 
confirmed. 

This declaration had no effect upon his behaviour, 
which became so remarkably cold, that even Mr. 

II , who lived with us, imagined that his 

affection was palpably diminished. When I went 
to town, I was usually attended by his cousin, or 
this gentleman, or both, but seldom favoured with 
his company ; nay, when I repaired to Bath, for the 
re-establishment of my health, he permitted me to go 
alone — so that I was quite persuaded of his indif- 
ference ; and yet I was mistaken in my opinion. 
But 1 had been spoiled by the behaviour of my first 

husband, and Mr. S , who never quitted me for 

the sake of any amusement, and often resisted the 
calls of the most urgent business, rather than part 
from me, though but for a few hours. 1 thought 
every man who loved me truly would act in the 
same manner ; and, whether I am right or v/rong 
in my conjectures, I leave wiser casuists to judge. 
Certain it is, such sacrifice and devotion is the 
most pleasing proof of an admirer’s passion ; and, 
Voyez imi plus souventy et nc rne donnez rien, is one 
of my favourite maxims. A man may give money, 
because he is profuse ; he may be violently fond, 
because he is of a sanguine constitution. But, if 
he gives me his time, he gives me an unquestion- 


able proof of my being in full possession of his 
heart. 

My appearance at Bath, without the company of 
Lord B , occasioned a general surprise, and en- 

couraged the men to pester me with addresses, 
every new admirer endeavouring to advance his 
suit by demonstrating the unkind and disrespectful 
behaviour of his lordship. Indeed, this was the most 
effectual string they could touch. My pride and 
resentment were alarmed, I was weak enough to 
listen to one man, who had like to have insinuated 
himself into my inclinations. He was tall and 
large boned, with white hair, inclining to what is 
called sandy, and had the reputation of being hand- 
some, though I think he scarce deserved that epithet. 
He possessed a large fortune, loved mischief, and 
stuck at nothing for the accoinplishinent of his de- 
signs, one of his chief pleasures being that of 
setting any two lovers at variance. He employed 
his address upon me with great assiduity, and knew 
so well how^ to manage my resentment, that I was 
pleased with his manner, heard his vows without 
disgust, and, in a word, ])roinised to deliberate with 
m;yself upon his proposals, and give him an account 
of my delennination in writing. 

Thus resolved, I went to Lord B , in Wilt- 

shire, whither I was followed by tliis pretender to 
my heart, who visited us on the footing of an ac- 
quaintance ; but whi'U 1 reflected on what I had 
done, I condemned niy ow n conduct as indiscreet, 
though nothing decisive had passed betw^een us, 
and began to hate him in pr()i)ortion to the self-con- 
viction 1 felt, perceiving that I had involved myself 
in a difficulty from which I should not be easily 
disengaged. For the present, however, I found 
means to postpone my declaration. He admitted 
my excuse, and 1 returned to l^ondon with Lord 

B , who was again summoned to the field by his 

former cliallcnger. 

H — d — n, governor, counsellor, and steward to 

this little hero, came to Lord B with a verbal 

message, importing that his lordship had changed 
his mind about going to Flanders, but exj)ectetl to 
meet him, on such a day and hour, in the burying 
ground near lied Lion S(piare. Lord B ac- 

cepted the challenge, and gave me an account of 
what had passed ; but he had been anticipated by 
the messenger, who had already tried to alarm my 
fears from the consideration of the consequence, 
that I might tJike some measures to prevent their 
meeting. I perceived his drift, and told him plainly, 

that Lord had no intention to risk his person, 

though he endeavoured with all his might to per- 
suade me, that his principal was desperate and 
determined. 1 knew my little husband too well to 
think he would bring matters to any dangerous 
issue, and was apj)rehensive of nothing but foul 
play, from the villany of H — n, with which I was 
equally well acquainted. Indeed, I signified iny 

doubts on that score to Mr. B , who would have 

attended his kinsman to the field, had he not thought 
he might be liable to censure, if any thing should 

happen to Lord B , because he himself was 

heir at law. For that reason he judiciously de- 
clined being personally concerned ; and we pitched 

upon the Earl of A , his lordship’s uncle, who 

willingly undertook the office. 

At the appointed* time they went to the house of 
rendezvous, where they had not waited long when 
the challenger appeared, in a new pink satin waist- 
coat, which he had put on for the occasion, with 
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his sword under his arm, and his steward by him, 
leaving, in a hackney coach at some distance, a 
surgeon whom he had provided for tlie care of his 
person. Thus equipped he advanced to his an- 
tagonist, and desired him to elioose his ground ; 

upon which Lord B told him, that if he must 

fall, it was not material which grave he should 
tumble over. 

Our little hero, finding him so jocose and deter- 
mined, turned to Lord A , and desired to speak 

with him, that he might disburden his conscience 
before they should begin the work of death. They 
accordingly went aside ; and he gave him to under- 
stand, that his motive for fighting, was Lord B ’s 

detaining his wife from him by compulsion. The 

Earl of A assured him, he was egregiously 

mistaken in his conjecture ; that his nephew used 
no force or undue influence to keep me in his 
house ; but it could not be expected that he would 
turn me out of doors. 

This exj)Ianation was altogether satisfactory to 
Lord , w’ho said he was far from being so un- 
reasonable, as to expect Lord B would commit 

such a breach of hospitality ; and all he desired 
was, that his wife should be left to her own incli- 
nations. Upon these articles, peace was concluded, 
and they parted without bloodshed. At least these 
are the particulars of the story, as they were re- 
lated by Lord A , with Avhoni 1 laughed heartily 

at the adventure, fori never doubted that the chal- 
lenger would find some expedient to prevent the 
duel, though 1 wondered how he mustered up re- 
solution enough to carry it so far. 

That he might not, however, give us any more 
trouble, we resolved to go and enjoy ourselves in 
France, whither I w'ent hy myself, in hopes of being 
soon joined by my lover, who was obliged to stay 
some time longer in England, to settle his affairs. 
He was so much affected at our parting, though 
but for a few weeks, that he was almost distracted. 
And this affliction renewed my tenderne.ss for him, 
because it was an undoubted proof of his love. I 
wrote to him every post from France ; and, as 1 
had no secrets, desired him to take care of all the 
letters that should come to his house, directed to 
me, after my departure from England. 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the exe- 
cution of w'hich^he chanced to open a letter from 

Sir 1’ A , with whom, as I have already 

observed, I had some correspondence at Bath. I 
had, according to my promise, given this gentleman 
a deeisive answer, importing that 1 was determined 
to remain in my present situation ; but as J.<ord 
B was ignoraTit of my sentiments in that par- 

ticular, and perceived from the letter that something 
extraordinary had passed between us, and that 1 
was earnestly solicited to leave him, he was seized 
with the utmost consternation and concern ; and 
having previously obtained the king’s leave to go 
abroad, set out that very night for France, leaving 
his affairs in the greatest confusion. 

Sir T A hearing I was gone, without 

understanding the cause of my departure, took the 
same route, and both arrived at l)over next day. 
They heard of each other’s motions. Each bribed 
the master of a packet-boat to transport him with 
expedition ; but that depending upon the wind, 
both reached Calais at the same tim^ though in 

different vessels. Sir T sent his valet-de- 

chambre post, with a letter, entreating me to ac- 
company him into Italy, where he would make me 


mistress of his whole fortune, and to set out directly 
for that country, that he might not lose me by the 

arrival of Lord B ^ promising to join me on the 

road, if I would consent to make him happy. I 
sent his messenger back with an answer, wherein I 
expressed surprise at his proposals, after having 
signified my resolution to him before I left England. 
IJe was scarce dismissed, when 1 received another 

letter from Lord B , beseeching me to meet him 

at (Vermont, upon the road from Calais ; and con- 
juring me to avoid the sight of his rival, should he 
get the start of him in travelling. This, however, 

was not likely to be the case, as Lord B rode 

post, and the other was, by his corpulence, obliged 
to travel in a chaise ; yet, that I might not increase 
his anxiety, 1 left Paris, immediately on the receipt 
of his message, and met him at the appointed place, 
where he received me with all the agitation of joy and 

fear, and asked if I had ever encouraged Sir 

A in his addresses ? I very candidly told him 

the whole transaction, at which he was incensed ; 
but his indignation was soon appeased, when I pro- 
fessed my penitence, and assured him that I had 
totally rejected his rival. Not that I approve of 

my behaviour to Sir T , who, I own, was ill 

used in this affair ; but surely it was more ex- 
cusable to halt here, than proceed farther in my 
indiscretion. 

My lover being satisfied with my declaration, we 
went together to Paris, being attended by the 
Scotchman, whom 1 have already mentioned, though 
1 believe he was not over and above well pleased 
to see matters thus amicably compromised. The 
furious knight followed us to the capital ; insisted 
on seeing me in person *, told this North Briton, 
that I was actually engaged to him ; wrote every 
hour, and railed at my perfidious conduct. 1 took 
no notice of these delirious transports, which were 

also disregarded by Lord B , till, one night, he 

was exasiieratcd by the insinuations of hlr. C , 

who, I believe, inflamed his jealousy, by hinting a 
suspicion that 1 wuis really in love with his rival. 
What passed betwixt them T know not, but he sent 
for me from the opera, by a physician of Paris, w ho 
was a sort of go-between among us all, and who 
told me, that, if I did not come home in the instant, 
a duel would be fought on my account. 

1 was very much shocked at this information ; 
but, by being used to alarms from the behaviour of 

Jjord , 1 had acquired a pretty good share of 

resolution, and with great composure entered the 

room where Lord B was, with his companion, 

whom 1 immediately ordered to withdraw. I then 
gave his lordship to understand, that I was in- 
fonned of what had passed, and thought myself so 
much injured by the person who had just quitted 
the apartment, that I w’ould no longer live under 
the same roof with him. 

Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 

with want of candour and aftection : but I easily 
justified my own integrity, and gave him such 
assurances of my love, that his jealousy subsided, 
and his spirits were recomposed. Nevertheless, I 

insisted upon his dismissing Mr. C , on pain of 

my leaving the house, as I could not help thinking 
he had used his endeavours to prejudice me in the 
opinion of my lord. If his conduct was the result 
of friendship for his patron, he certainly acted the 
part of an honest and trusty adherent. But I could 
not easily forgive liim, because, a few weeks before, 
he had, by my interest, obtained a considerable 
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addition to his allowance ; and even after the steps 
he had taken to disoblige me, I was not so much 

his enemy but that 1 prevailed upon Lord 13 to 

double his salary, that his leaving the family might 
be no detriment to his fortune. 

llis lordship having complied with my demand, 
this gentleman, after having stayed three days in 
the house, to prepare for his departure, during 
which I would not suffer him to be admitted into 
my presence, made his retreat wdth a fine young 
girl, who w'as my companion ; and I have never 
seen him since that time. 

Sir T still continued furious, and would not 

take a denial, except from my own mouth ; upon 
which, with the aj)probation of Jjord E , 1 in- 

dulged him w'ith an iRterview\ 11c entered the 
apartment wdth a stern eountenance, and told me I 
had used him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge, 
and begged his pardon accordingly. I attempted 
to reason the case with him, but he would hear no 
arguments exce])t his own, and even tried to inti- 
midate me w'itli threats ; w-hich provoked me to 
such a degree, that 1 defied liis vengeance. 1 told 
him, that I feared nothing but the report of my 
own conscience ; that tliough 1 had acted a simjile 
part, he durst not say there was any thing criminal in 
my conduct ; and that, from his present frantic and 
unjust behaviour, 1 thought myself hapjiy in having 
escaped him. He swore 1 was the most inflexible 
of all creatures, asked if nothing would move me? 
and when I answered, “ Nothing,” took his leave, 
and never after persecuted me with his addresses ; 
though 1 have heard he w^as vain and false enough 
to boast of favours, which, upon my honour, he 
never received, as he himself, at one time, owned to 
Dr. (^.antwell, at Paris. 

While he underwent all this frenzy and distrac- 
tion upon my account, he was loved with the same 
violence of passion by a certain Scotch lady of 
(jnality, who, when he followed me to Prance, pur- 
.sued him thither w ith the same eagerness and expe- 
dition. Far from being jealous of me as a rival, 
she used to come to luy liouse, im])lore my good 
oiliees w ith the object of her love, and, laying her- 
self on the floor at full length before the fire, w'ee]> 
and cry like a person bereft of her senses. h>he 
bitterly complained that he had never obliged her 
but once ; and begged, with the most earnest siij)-. 
plications, that J would give h(;r an op])ortunity of 
seeing him at my house. Put I thought jirojier to 
avoid her company, as soon as I perceived her 
intention. 

We continued at T*aris for some lime, during 
which I contracted an aeiiiuiintanee witli the sister 
of Madam la T — — , She w’as the sujiposed mis- 
tress of the Prince of C , endow'ed with a great 

share of understanding, and loved pleasure to ex- 
cess, though she maintained lier reputation on a 
respectable footing, by living with her husband and 
mother. This lady, perceiving that I had inspired 
her lover with a })iission, which gave me uneasiness 
on her account, actually practised all her eloquence 
and art in fiersuading me to listen to his love; 
for it was a maxim with her to please him at any 
rate. I was shocked at her indelicate complaisance, 
and rejected the proposal as repugnant to iny pre- 
sent engagement, which J held as sacred as any 
nuptial tie, and much more binding than a forced 
or unnatural marriage. 

Upon our return to England, lived in great 
harmony and peace ; and nothing was wanting to 


my happiness, but the one thing to me the most 
needful— I mean the enchanting tenderness and 
delightful enthusiasm of love. Lord E — 's heart, 

I believe, felt the soft impressions ; and, for my 
own part, 1 loved him with the most faithful affec- 
tion. It is not enough to say I wished him well; 
I had the most delicate, the most genuine esteem 
for his virtue ; I had an intimate regard and anxiety 
for his interest ; and felt lor him as if he had been 
ray own son. Eut still there w as a vacancy in my 
heart; there was not that fervour, that transport, 
that ecstasy of passion which I had formerly known ; 
my bosom was not filled with the little deity ; 1 
could not helj) recalling to my remembrance the 
fond — the ravishing moments I had passed w'ith 

S . Had I understood the conditions of life, 

those pleasures were hajipily exclianged for my 
jiresent situation, because, if 1 was now deprived of 
those rapturous enjoyments, 1 w^as also exempted 
from the cares and anxiety that attended them ; 
but I was generally extravagant in my notions of 
happiness, and therefore construed my present 
tranquillity into an insipid languor and stagnation 
of lite. 

While 1 remained in this inactivity of sentiment. 

Lord , having received a very considerable 

addition to his fortune, sent a message to me, pro- 
mising, that if 1 would leave Lord E , h(‘ would 

make me a present of a liouse and furniture, where 
1 should live at my ease, without being exposed to 
his visits, except when I should be disposed to 
receive them. This proposal he made in conse- 
(jiienccof what I liad always declared, namely, that 
if he had not reduced me to the necessity of putting 
myself under the protection of some person or 
other, by depriving me of any other means of sub 
sistence, 1 should never have given the world the 
IcavSt cause to scandalize my reputation ; and that I 
would withdraw myself from iny present d^'pen- 
denee, as soon as lie should enable me to live by 
mjself. I was therefon* resol \ed to bo as good as 
my word, and accepted his offer, on condition that 
I should be wholly at my ow n disposal, and that he 
should never enter iny door but as a ^ibitant or 
common friend. 

'^riiese articles being ratified by bis word and 
honour, tin* value of wiiieh I did not iIk'ii know, 
a bouse was furnished according lo my directions ; 

and I signified my intention to Uord 11 , who 

consented to my removal, with this proviso, that I 
should contiiine to see him. I Avrote also to his 

relation, Mr. E , who, in his ansAvi-r, observed, 

that it was too late to advise, when 1 Avas actually 
determined. All my friends and acipiaiutance tqi- 
proved of the sehenie, though it was one of the 
most unjustifiable steps 1 had ever taken, being a 
real act of ingratitude to my benefactor ; which I 
soon did, and always shall regret and condemn. 
So little is the world qualified to judge of private 
affairs ! 

AVhen the time of our ])arting drew near. Lord 

B became gloomy and discontented, and even 

entreated me to postpone my resolution ; but 1 told 
him, that now every thing w^as pi-epared for my 
reception, I could not retract without incurring the 
imputation of folly and extravagance. On the very 

day of my departure, Mr. E endeavoured, with 

all the arguments he could suggest, to dissuade me 
from my purpose ; and 1 made use of the same an- 
SAver w hich had satisfied his friend. Finding me 
determined on removing, he burst out into a flood 
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of tears, exclaimin'?, By G — cl, if Lord B 

can bear it, 1 can’t.” I was thunderstruck at this 
expression; for I had been told that Mr. 

B was in love with me, I j?av(‘ no credit to the 

report, because he liad n(‘V(‘r declared his j)assion, 
and tins was the first hint of it that ever escaped 
him in my hearing. I was therefore so much 
amazed at the circumstance of this abrujd expla- 
nation, that I CO dd make no answer ; but having 
taken my leave, Aveiit away, rmninating on the 
unexpected deelaratioti. 

Lord H , as 1 was informed, spoke not a 

word that whole night, and took luy leaving him 
so mueh to lieart, that two years (‘lapsed before he 
got the better of his grief. 'J'his intelligence I 
afterwards received from his own mouth, and 
asked his forgiveness for my unkind retreat, 
though r shall ncv(‘r be able to obtain my own. 
As for Mr. B , he A\as overwhelmed with sor- 

row, and made such efforts to suppress his concern, 

as had well nigh cost liim his life. Dr. S was 

called to him in the middle of the night, and found 
liim almost suffocated, lie soon guessed the cause, 
when lie understood that 1 liad left tlie house. So 
that 1 myself wais the only ])ers()n eoni‘(‘rn("d, w’ho 
was utterly ignorant of his afleetion ; for I solemnly 
declare he never gave me the least reason to sus- 
pi'ct it while T lived with his relation, because he 
had too much honour to entertain a thought of 
supplanting his friend, and too good an ojiinion of 
me to b(“licve he should liave succe(‘ded in the 

attempt. Though my love for liord B was 

not so tender and interesting as the passion 1 had 

felt for S , my fidelity was inviolable, and I 

never harboured the most distant thought of any 
other person, till after I had rcsolvecVto lt*avc him, 
when, I own, I afforded some small encouragement 
to the addresses of a new- admirer, by telling him, 
that I should, in a little time, be my owm misttvss, 
though 1 was not now at my own disposal. 

1 cnjo\ed my new house as a little paradise. It 
was aceommodated with all sorts of eonveni«*uc(*s ; 
every thing was new*, and therefore ])leasing, and 
the wl’iOle al)soiulel\ at my eommaiKl, I had the 
company of a relation, a \erv good woman, with 
whom I li\ed in tlie most amleable manner; was 
"Msited by the best peojih' in town (! mean those of 

the male sex tin* ladies Inning 1 - 

me); I freipieiited all rejuitable plaei's of |ml)lie 
entertainment, and liad a concert at home once a 
week ; so that my da) s rolled on in ha])])incss and 
cpiiet, till all my sweets were embittered ]>y the 
vexations liehavionr of my Inirtband, who began to 
importune me again to live with him; and hy the 

inereasing anxiety of Lord IJ , who, though I 

still admitted his visits, jdainly perceived that 1 
wanted to relimjuish his eorrespemdenee. 'I'his 
discovery rais(‘d such temiK\sts of jealousy and 
despair within his breast, that he kejit me in eon- 
tiinial alarm, lie sent messages to me every hour, 
signed his letters with Ins own blood, raved like a 
man in eestaey of madness, railed at niy ingrati- 
tud(*, and praised my conduct by funis. He offered 
to sacrifice every thing for my love, to leave the 
kingdom forthwith, and Ihe with me for ever in 
any part of the world where 1 should choose to 
reside. 

These wx*re generous and tempting projiosals; 
but I was beset with counsellors who were not 
totally disinterested, and who dissuaded me from 
embracing the proffers of iny lover, on preteneo 


that Lord would he highly injured by my 

compliance. J listened to their advice, and har- 
dened my lieart against Lord B--’s sorrow and 
solieitalions. My behaviour on this occasion is 
altogether imaeeountable ; this was the only time 
that ever 1 was a slave to admonition. I’he con- 
dition of Lord M would have melted any heart 

but mine, and yet mine w'as one of tin* most sen- 
sible. lie employed his cousin as an advocate w ith 
me, till that gentleman actually refused the office, 
telling him candidly, that his own iiielinations were 
too mueh engagi^d to permit him to perform the 
task with fidelity and truth, lie accordingly re- 
solved to avoid my firesence, until my lord and I 
should come to some final determination, which 
was greatly retarded by the perseverance of his 
lordship, who would not resign his hopes, even 
when 1 pretended that another man had engaged 
my heart, but said, that in time my affection might 
return. 

Our correspondence, how'cvcr, gradually wore 

off; upon whicli IMr. B renewed his visits, 

and many agreeable and hajipy hours we passed 
together. Tv'ot that he, or any oilier person w hom 
T HOW' saw, succeeded to the privilege of a for- 
tunate lovrn*; I knew' he loved me to madness; but 
I would not gratify his passion any other way than 
hy the most jirolbund esteem and veneration for 
his virtues, whicli were altogether amiable and 
sublime ; and 1 would here draw his character mi- 
nutely, but it would take up too mueh time to set 
forth his merit ; the only man liv iiig of my 

acipiaintaiiee w ho resembles him, is Lord F , of 

whom 1 shall speak in the secpiel. 

About this time 1 underwent a very interesting 
change in the situation of my lieart. I had sent a 

message to my old lover S , desiring he would 

allow my picture, w hich was in his jiossessioii, to 
he copied; and he now transmitted it to me hy my 
law'ver, whom lie directed to ask, if I intended to 
he at the next mastjiu'rade ? This curiosity had a 
siiange effect upon ni\ spirits; my lieart buttered 
at the (jiiestioii, and my imagination glowed with 
a thousand fond ])resages. 1 ansAMTed in the 
affirmatae; and we met by accident at the hall. I 
could not behold linn without emotion; when he 
accosted me, his Avell known voice made my heart 
ihrate, like a musical chord, when its unison is 
struck. All the ideas of our ])ast love, whicli the 
lajisc of time and absence had enfeebled, and lulled 
to sleep, now aAM)ki‘, and were reiiispired hy Ins 
a])pearaiice ; so that liis artful excuses autc easily 
admitted I forga\e him all tliat i had suffered 
oil his account, because lie was the natural lord of 
my affeetiou ; and our former coiTcspouileiiee was 
renew ed. 

1 thought niyself in a new w or Id oT bliss in con- 
sequence of this reconciliation, the rai»turt^ of w hieli 
eoiitimied iinimjiaired for the space of four inonlhs, 
during which time he aaus fonder iff me, if possible, 
than before , repeated his jiromise of marriage, if 
we should ever have it in our power; assured me 
he had iie\er lieeii ha])])y" siiiei* he left me; that he 
hclicAcd no Avoinan had ever loved like me. And 
indeed, to have a notion of my passion for tliat 
man, you must tirst have loved as 1 did. But, 
tliroiigh a strange caprice, 1 broke off the corre- 
spondence, out of apprehension that lie would 
forsake me again. From his past conduct I dreaded 
what might happen ; and the remembrance of wffiat 
1 had undergone hy his inconstancy, tilled mj' 
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ima^nation with such horror, that I could not 
endure the shocking prospect, and prematurely 
plunged myself into the danger, rather than endure 
the terrors of expectation. 1 remembered that his 
former attachment began in the season of my 
prosperity, when my fortune was in the zenith, 
and my youth in its prime ; and that he had for- 
saken me in the day of trouble when my life be- 
came embarrassed, and my eircumstances were on 
the decline. 1 foresaw nothing but continual per- 
secution from my husband, and feared, tliat, once 
the keener transj)orts of our reconciliation should 
be over, his affection would sink under the severity 
of its trial. In consequence of this desertion, 1 re- 
ceived a letter from him, acknowledging that he 
was rightly served, but that my retreat gave him 
inexpressible concern. 

JVleariwhile JiOrd continued to act in the 

character of a fiend, tormenting me with his 
nauseous importunities. He prevailed upon the 
Duke of Jj to em])loy his influence in per- 

suading me to live with him ; assuring his grace, 
thjit 1 had actually promised to give him that proof 
of my obedience, and that 1 would come home the 
sooner for being pressed to compliance by a person 
of his rank and character. Induced by these re- 
])resentations, the duke honoured me with a visit ; 
and, in the course of his exhortations, I understood 
how he had been thus misinformed. Upon which 
I sent for Lord , and, in his presence, con- 

victed him of the falsehood, by comitiunicating to 
his grace the articles of our last agreement, which 
he did not think proper to deny; and the duke 
being undeceived, declared, that he would not have 
given me the trouble of vindicating myself, had lie 
not been misled by the insincerity of my lord. 

Raffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H 

V , and afterwards my own father, in the same 

task ; and though I still adhered to my first reso- 
lution, persisted with such obstinacy in his endea- 
vours to make me unhappy, that 1 determined to 
leave the kingdom. Accordingly, after I had 
spent the evening with him at Ranelagh, 1 went 
away about two o’clock in the morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to restore to my 
lord Ids house, furniture, plate, and every thing he 
had given me since our last accommodation ; so far 
was I, u])on this occasion, or at any other time of 
my life, from embezzling any ]>art of his fortune. 
My friend followed my instructions most punc- 
tually ; and his lordship knows and wdll acknow- 
ledge the truth of this assertion. 

Thus have I explained the true cause of my first 
expedition to Flanders, whither the world was 

good-natured enough to say, I followed Mr. B 

and the whole army, which happened to be sent 
abroad that summer. Before my departure, I like- 
wise transmitted to Lord B the dressing plate, 

china, and a very considerable settlement, of which 
he had been generous enough to make me a present. 
I’liis was an instance of my integrity, which I thought 
due to a man who had laid me under great obliga- 
tions ; and though I lived to be refused a small 

sum, both by him and S , I do not repent of my 

disinterested behaviour ; all the revenge I harbour 
against the last of these lovers, is the desire of 
having it in my power to do him good. 

I now found myself adrift in tlie world again, 
and very richly deserved the hardships of my con- 
dition, for my indiscretion in leaving Lord B , 

and in trusting to the word of Lord , without 


some further security ; but I have dearly paid for 
my imprudence. 1'he more I saw into the cha- 
racter of this man, whom destiny hath appointed 
my scourge, the more was 1 detennined to avoid 
his fellowship and communication ; for he and I 
are, in point of disposition, as opjiosite as any two 
principles in nature. In the first place, he is one 
of the most unsocial beings that ever existed ; when 
I was pleased and hapjiy, he was always out of 
temper ; but if he could find means to overcast and 
cloud my mirth, though never so innocent, he then 
discovered signs of uncommon satisfaction and con- 
tent, because, by this disagreeable temper, he 
banished all company from his house. He is ex- 
tremely weak of understanding, though he pos- 
sesses a good share of low cunning, w hich has so 
egregiously imposed upon some people, that they 
have actually believed him a good natured easy 
creature, and blamed me because I did not manage 
him to better purpose ; but, upon further acquaint- 
ance, they have always found him obstinate as a 
mule, and capricious as a monkey. Not that he is 
utterly void of all commendable qualities. He is 
punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in good 
humour, and would be W(‘ll-bred, w'ere he not sub- 
ject to tits of absence, during which he is altogether 
unconversable ; but he is proud, naturally sus- 
picious, jealous, equally with and without cause, 
never made a friend, and is an utter stranger to 
the joys of intimacy ; in short, he hangs like a 
damp upon society, and may be properly called 
A'i//-/oy, an epithet which he has justly acquired 
He honours me with constant professions of love; 
but his conduct is so opjiosite to my sentiments of 
that passion, as to have been the prime source of 
all my misfortunes and affliction ; and I have often 
wished myself the object of his hate, in hopes of 
profiting by a change in his behaviour. 

Indeed, lie has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than I believe he is in his own mind ; for 
he is literally a self-tormentor, wdio never enjoyed 
one gleam of satisfaction, exeejit at the expense of 
another’s quiet ; and yet with this (1 had almost 
called it diabolical) quality, he expects that I should 
cherish him with all the tenderness of affection. 
After he has been at pains to incur my aversion, 
he iiunishes my disgust, by contriving schemes to 
mortify and perplex me, which have often suc- 
ceeded so effectually, as to endanger my life and 
constitution ; for I have been fretted and frighted 
into sundry fits of illness, and then I own 1 have 
experienced his care and concern. 

Dver and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
he is so unsteady in his economy, that he is always 
new modelling his affairs, and exhausting his for- 
tune, by laying out ten pounds, in order to save 
a shilling. lie inquires into the character of a 
servant, after he has lived two years in his family, 
and is so ridiculously stocked with vanity and seff- 
conceit, tliat, notwithstanding my assurance before, 
and4he w hole series of my conduct since our mar- 
riage, which ought to have convinced him of my 
dislike, he is still persuaded, that, at bottom, I must 
admire and be enamoured of his agreeable person 
and accomplishments, and that I would not fail tc 
manifest my love, were I not spirited up against 
him by his own relations. l*erhai>s it might be 
their interest to foment the misunderstanding be- 
twixt us ; but really they give themselves no 
trouble about our affairs ; and, so far as I know 
them, are a very good sort of people. On the 
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"wLole, I think I may with justice pronounce my 
precious yokefellow a trifling, teasing, insufferable, 
inconsistent creature. 

With the little money which Tcraaincd of wnat i 
had received from his lordship for liousekeeping, I 
transported myself to Elanders, and arrived in 
Ghent a few days after our troops were quartered 
in that city, which was so much crowded with these 
new visitants, that I should have found it imprac- 
ticable to procure a lodging, had T not been accom- 
modated by Lord R B , the duke of A — ’s 

youngest brother, who very politely gave me up 

his own. Here I saw my friend Mr. B , who 

was overjoyed at my arrival, though jealous of every 
man of his acquaintance ; for he loved me with all 
the ardour of passion, and I ivgarded him with all 
the i)crfection of friendshij), which, had he lived, 
in time might have j)roduced love ; though that was 
a fruit which it never brought forth. Notwith- 
standing his earnest solicitations to the contrary, 1 
staid but a week in Ghent, from whence 1 pro- 
ceeded to Brussels, and fixed my abode in the Hotel 
de Flandre, among an agreeable set of gentlemen 
and ladies, with whom I spent my time very cheer- 
fully. There was a sort of court in this city, 
frequented by all the officers who could obtain per- 
mission to go thither ; and the place in general was 
gay and agreeable. 1 was introduced to the best 
jfamilies, and very happy in my ac<]uaintance ; lor 
the ladies were polite, good temj)ered, and obliging, 
and treated me with the utmost hospitality and n- 
spi'Ct. Among others, I contracted a friendship 

With Madam la ( 'Oniptesse de C and her two 

da lighters, who were very amiable young ladies; 

and became intimate with the Princess C and 

(’’ountess W , lady of the bedchamber to the 

qm*en of Hungary, and a great favourite of the 

governor Monsieur d'll , in wliosc house she 

lived with his wife, who was also a lady of a very 
engaging disposition. 

Soon after 1 had fixed my habitation in Brussels, 
the company at our hotel w^as increased by three 
oflicers, who professed themsidves my admirers, 
and came from Ghent, with a view of soliciting my 
love. This triumvirate consisted of the Scotch 

earl of ,Lord R M , and another young 

officer. The first was a man of a very genteel figure 
and amorous complexion, danced well, and had a 
great deal of good humour, with a mixture of vanity 
and self-conceit. The second had a good face, 
though a clumsy jierson, and a very sweet dispo- 
sition, very much adapted for the sentimental jias- 

sioii of love. And the third, Mr. W by name, 

was tall, thin, and well-bred, with a great stock of 
good nature and vivacity. Tlie.se adventurers 
began their addresses in general acts of gallantry, 
that comprehended several of my female friends, 
with whom we used to engage in parties of plea- 
sure, both in the city and the environs, which are 
extremely agreeable. AVhen they thought they 
had taken the preliminary steps of securing them- 
selves in my good opinion and esteem, they agreed 

to go on without further delay, and that Lord 

should make the first attack upon my heart. 

He accordingly laid siege to me, with such 
warmth and assiduity, that 1 believe he deceived 
himself, and began to think he was actually in love ; 
though, at bottom, he felt no impulse that deserved 
the sacred name. Though 1 discouraged him in 
the beginning, he persecuted me with his addresses; 
he always sat by me at dinner, and imparted a 


thousand trifles in continual whispers, which at- 
tracted the notice of the company so much, that I 
began to fear his behaviour would give rise to some 
report to my prejudice, and therefore avoided him 
with the utmost caution. Notwithstanding all my 
care, however, he found means one night, while my 
maid, who lay in my room, went down stairs, to 
get into my chamber after I was a-bed. Hpon 
which, I started up, and told him, that, if he should 
approach me, I would alarm the house ; for I never 
wanted courage and resolution. Perceiving my 
displeasure, he kneeled by the bedside, begged I 
would have jiity on his sufferings, and swore 1 
should have carte blanche to the utmost extent of 
his fortune. To these proposals I made no other 
reply, but tliat of protesting J would never speak 
to him again, if he did not quit my apartment that 
moineui ; upon which he thought proper to with- 
draw ; and J never afterwards gave him an oppor- 
tunity of speaking to me on the same subject. So 
that, in a few weeks, he separated himself from our 
.society ; though the ladies of Brussels considered 
him as iny lover, because, of all the other officers, 
he was their greatest favourite. 

His lordship being thus repulsed, klr. W- 

took the field, and as.sailcd my heart in a very dif- 
ferent manner. He said he knew not how to make 
lov(‘, but was a man of honour, and would keep the 
secret, and so forth. To this cavalier address I 
answered, that I was not angry as 1 otherwise 
should have been, at his blunt declaration, because 
I found by his own confession, he did not know 
what was due to the sex ; and my unhappy situation 
i/j some shaj)e excused him for a liberty which he 
would not have dreamed of taking, had not my 
misfortunes encouraged his presumption. But I 
w ould deal with him in his own way ; and, far 
fVora assuming the prude, frankly assured him, that 
lie was not at all to my taste, hoping he w ould con- 
sider iny dislike as a sufficient reason to reject bis 
love. 

Lord R began to feel the symptoms of a 

genuine passion, which he carefully cherished in 
silence, being naturally diffident and bashful ; but, 
by the very means he used to conceal it from my 
observation, I plainly discerned the situation of his 
heart, and was not at all displeased at the progress 
I had made in his inclinations. Meanwhile he 
cultivated my acquaintance with great assiduity 
and respect, attended me in all my excursions, and 
particularly in an expedition to Antwerp, with two 
other gentlemen, w here, in downright yaitede errwr, 
we sat for our pictures, which w ere drawn in one 
piece, one of the party being represented in the 
dress of an hussar, and another in that of a running 
footman. This incident 1 mention, because the 
performance, which is now in my po.s.session, gave 
birth to a thousand groundless reports circulated in 
England at our expense. 

It was immediately after this jaunt that Lord 

K began to disclose his passion ; though he at 

the same time started such objections as seemed 
well nigh to extinguish his hopes, lamenting, that, 
even if he should have the happiness to engage my 
affections, his fortune was too inconsiderable to 

support us against the efforts of Lord , should 

he attempt to interriqit our felicity : and that he 
himself was obliged to follow the motions of the 
army. In short, he seemed to consider my felicity 
more than his own, and behaved with such delicacy, 
as gradually made an impression on my heart ; so 
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that, when we parted, we agreed to renew our 
correspondence in England. 

In the midst of these agreeable amusements, 
wdiich I enjoyed in almost all the different towns 
of Flanders, I happened to he at Glient one day, 
sitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their hotels, when a post-chaise stopped at the gate; 
upon which we went to the windows to satisfy our 
curiosity, when who should step out of the con- 
venience, hut my litthi insignificant lord. I no 
sooner announced him to the company, than all the 
gentlemen asked whetlicr they should stay and 
])rotect me, or M'ithdraw ; and hen I assured them 
that tlieir protection was not necessary, one and all 

of them retired; though Lord K M went 

no fartlier than the parlour below, being determined 
to screen me against all violence and coinjmlsion. 

I sent a messagi' to mv lord, desiring him to walk 
uj) into m;y aj)artment; but although his sole errand 
was to see and carry me off', he would not venture 
to accept of my invitation, till he had demanded me 
in form from the governor of the jdace. 

That gentleman, being altogether a stranger to 
his })ers()n and cdiaracter, referred him to the com- 
manding oflicer of the English troops, m ho was a 
man of honour, and, upon his lordship’s applica- 
tion, pretended to doubt his identity ; ohs('rving, 

that he had always heard Lord represented us 

a jolly corpulent man. He gave him to under- 
stand, host ever, that even granting him to he the 
person, I was by no means subject to military law, 
unless he could 'prove that 1 had ever listed in his 
Majesty’s service. 

Thus disappointed in his endeavours, he returne.d 
to the iim, and, with much persuasion, trusted him- 
self in my dining-room, after having stationed his 
attendants at the door, in case of accidents. When 
I asked what had procured me the honour of this 
visit, he told me, his husiiiess and intention were 
to carry me hoim*. This declaration produced a 
<‘onrcrenee, in Avhieh I argued the case with him ; 
and matters Avere aceommodated for the present, 
l);j|^niy jmmiisiug to he in England some time in 
Si'pteinhcr, on condition that lie Avoiild jiermit me 
to live by myself, as before, and immediaK'ly ordi-r 
the arrears of my pin-money to he jmid. He 
assented to evifry thing 1 proposed, returned in 
peace to his o\mi country, and the deficieiieies of 
my ullo^^allee were made good; aaIiiIc I returned 
to llrussels, Avliere J staid until mv departure for 
Jvigland, A\hicli I regulated in siieh a luamier as 
A\as eonsistiMit A\itli my eugagimieiil. 

I took lodgings in Fall-Mall, and, sending for 
my lord, eonvinced him of my juincluality, and put 
him in mind of liis jironiise, vilien, to in} utter 
astonishment and confusion, he owned, that his 
]munise was no mon* tlian a decoy' to bring me 
ovi'r, and that T must lay my account with living 
in Ills house like a dutiful and obedient A\ife. J 
heard him A\ith the indignation sneli treatment 
deserv'cd, upbraiding him a\ ith his perfidious deal- 
ing, which 1 told liiin would have determined me 
against cohabit atioii with him had I not been already 
ri'solved; and, being destitute of all resource, re- 
paired to Lath, where 1 afterwards met with IVIr. 

1)- — and Mr. Ji , two gentlemen who liad 

been my fellow-passengers m the yacht from 
Flanders, and treated me with great friendship 
and politeness, witliout either talking or thinking 
of love., 

With these gentlemen, who were as idle as 


myself, I went to the jubilee at Preston, wliich was 
no other than a great number of people assembled 
in a small town, extremely ill aceommodated, to 
partake of diversions that were bad imitations of 
plays, concerts, and masijiierades. If the wond 
should jilaee to the account of iny indiscretion my 
trav'elling in this manner with gentlemen to whom 
I had no particular attachment, let it also he con- 
sidered, as an alleviation, tliat 1 always lived in 
terror of my lord, and consequently was often 
obliged to shift my (juarters ; so that, my finances 
being extremely slender, I stood the more in need 
of assistance and protection. I was, hesiiles, y onng, 
inconsiderate, and so simple, as to siqipose the figure 
of an ugly man would alw ays secure me from cen- 
siin* on liis account ; neither did I ever dream of 
any man’s aildresses, until he made an actual de- 
claration of his love. 

Upon my return to Bath, I was again harassed 

by Lord , who came tliithor aeeompanied by 

iny father, whom 1 was very glad to see, though he 
importuned me to comply w ith my husband’s desire, 
and for the future keep measures with the world. 
This remoiistraiice about living w ith my lord, whicli 
he constantly rcpi'ated, was the only instance of his 
urikindncss which 1 ever felt. But all his admoni- 
tions wove not of force suffieimit to shake my resolu- 
tion in that parlieular; though the debate coni imied 
so late, that I told his lordslii]), it was higli time to 
retire, for 1 could not accommodate him witli a 
bed. 1 1<‘ then gave me to understand, that he w'ould 
stay where he was; uixm whieh my lather took his 
leave, on 2>reti*nee of looking out for a lodging for 
himself. 

'riu* little gmitleman being now left tife-a-U'tc, 
with me, began to diseovi'r some signs of appre- 
hension ill Ills looks; hut, mustiu’ing up all his 
7*esolution, he w iml to the door, called up three of 
his servants, whom he plaeiM as sentinels iqum the 
stair, and flouneed into my elbow-chair, wlu're he 
resigiu'd himself to rest. Jiitending to go to bed. 

I thought it was hut just and decent that I should 
.screen myself from the intrusion of his footnum, 

and with that vievv bolted the door. J.,ord , 

hearing himself locked in, started up in the utmost 
terror and eoiisternatioii, kicked thi‘ door with his 
heel, and screamed aloud, as if lie liad been in the 
hands of an assassin. My father, who had not yet 
quitted the house, hearing tlie.se outcries, ran up 
stairs again, and, coming tlirough my iK'd-ehanilicr 
into the dining-room where we were, found me 
;dmost suffocated with laughter, and his heroic sou- 
in-law .staring like one who had lost his wits, with 
his liair standing on end. 

M'hcn my father asked the meaning of hi.s ex- 
clamations, he told him, with all the symptoms of 
dismay, tbiit I had locked him in, and he did not 
nnder.staiid such usage. But I explained th(‘ whole 
my stery, by saying, J had bolted the door, because 
1 did not like the eoinpany of hi.s servants, and 
could not imagine the cause of his jianic, unless he 
thought I designed to ravish him ; an insult than 
whieh nothing w'as farther from my intention. 
My fatlier him.self could scarce refrain from laugh- 
ing at his ridiculous fear ; hut, six'iug him in gn'at 
confusion, took pity on his condition, and carried 
him off to his owui lodgings, after I had given my 
word that 1 would not attenqit to eseajie, hut give 
him audience next morning. I accordingly kept 
my promise, and found means to persuade them to 
leave me at iny own discretion, Next day I waa 
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rallied upon the strata^^era I had contrived to 

frighten Lord ; and a thousand idle stories 

were told about this adventure, which happened 
literally as I have related it. 

Erom Jiath I betook myself to a small house nciir 
Lincoln, which I had hired of the d — of A — 
because a country life suited best with niy income, 
which was no more than four hundred pounds 
a-ycar, and that not well paid. I continued some 
months in this retirement, and saw no company, 
except Lord K M , who lived in the neigh- 

bourhood, and visited me twice ; till, finding myself 
indisposed, 1 was obliged to remove to London, and 
look lodgings in Maddox-street, where my garrison 
was taken by storm by my lord and his steward, re- 

inforeed by iMr.L V , (who as my lord told 

me, had a subsidy of five-and-tw’cnty poiiiids before 
he would take th(‘ field,) and a e()ii])le of hardy 
footmen. This formidable band rushed into my 
apartment, laid violent hands upon me, dragged 
me down stairs without gloves or a cloak, and, 
thrusting me into a eoaeh that stood at the door, 
conveyed me to my lord’s lodgings in (lloueester- 
street. 

Upon this occasion, his lordship courag(‘ously 
drew his sw ord upon my w oman, A\ho attempted to 
defend me from his insults, and, in all {irobabilitj', 
would have intimidated, him from proceeding; for 
he looked pale and aghast, his knees knocked 
together, and he breathed thick and hard, with his 
nostrils dilated, as if he had seen a ghost ; but he 
was encouragi'd by his mercenary associate, who, 
for the five-and-twenty ])ounds, stood by him in the 
day of trouble, and spirited him on to this gallant 
enterprise. 

In consequence of this exploit, T was cooped uj) 
in a paltry apartment in (lloueester-street, where 1 
was elose beset by bis lordshij) and his w'ortby 

stewaird INIr. 11 , with a set of servants that 

were the creatures of this fellow', of v liom my lord 
himself stood in aAve ; so that I could not help 
thinking myself in JMevvgatc, among thieves and 
ruffians. I’o sueli a degree did my terror avail, 
that I actually believed I w'us in danger of being 
])ois(med, and would not receive any sustenance, 
<‘xeept from the hands of one harmless looking 
fellow, a foreigner, wlio was my loixl's valet-de- 
ehainhre. I will not pretend to say my fears were 

just ; hilt such was my opinion of II , that 1 

never doubted he would put me out of the waiy% 
if ho thought my life iiitei'fered with his interest. 

On the second day of my imprisonment, I was 

visited by the diike of L , a friend of my lord, 

wdio found me sitting upon a trunk, in a poor little 
dining-room filled w ith lumber, and lighted w ith 
two hits of tallow candle, w’hieh had been left over- 
night. He perceived in my face a mixture of 
rage, indignation, terror, and despair. He com- 
passionated my sufferings, though lie could not 
alleviate my distress, any other w'ay than by iiiter- 
ei‘ding with my tyTant to mitigate my ojipression. 
Nevertheless, I remained eleven days in this un- 
comfortable situation. 1 w'as watched like a criminal 
all day, and one of the servants walked from one 
room to another all night, in the nature of a patrole, 
while my lord, who lay in the chamber above me, 
got out of bed and tripped to the windoAv, at the 
sound of every coach that chanced to pass through 

the street. 11 , who was eonsuminate in the arts 

of a sycophant, began to court my favour, by con- 
doling my affliction, and assuring me, that the only 


method by which 1 could regain my liberty, was a 
cheerful compliance wdth the humour of my lord. 
1 was fully convinced of the truth of this observa- 
tion ; and, though my temper is altogether averse to 
dissimulation, attempti^d to affect an air of serenity 
and resignation. Hut this disgiiis(‘, I found, would 
not answer iny purjiose ; and tliercfore I had 
recourse to the assistance of my maid, wdio was 
permitted to attend me in my eonfineinent. With 
her I frequently consulted about the means of 
accomplish ing my escape. In consequence of our 
deliberations, she directed a coach and six to he 
ready at a certain jiart of the town, and to wait for 
no three days in the same place, in case I could 
lot come before the expiration of that terin. 

This previous measure being taken according to 
my instructions, the next necessary steji was to 
dude the vigilance of my guard: and in tliis 
iianiKT did I elTecluate my purpose, lleiiig by 
his time iiidiilg(‘d in the liberty of going out in 
he eoaeh for the benefit of the air, attended by 
vvo footmen, who had orders to w'^ateli all my 
notions, I made use of this pruilegeorie forenoon, 

when Lord expected some company to dinner, 

and hade the coachiiuni dri\e to the lodgings of a 
man who wrote with his mouth, inttmdiiig to give 
Illy s])ies the sliji, on |)reteiiee of seeing this 
curiosity ; hut they were too alt‘rt in their duty to 
he thus outwit ti‘d, and lollowed me up stairs into 
the very apurtineut. 

Disappointed in this hope, I resolved another 
scheme, which w'as attended w ith success. 1 bought 
.ome olives at an oil-slioj) ; and, telling the servants 
1 would proceed to St. d anus’s gate, and take a 
turn in the park, broke one of the bottles by the 
way, complained of the misfortune when 1 was set 
down, and desired my coach might he cleaned 
before my return. While my attendants were 
.•inplojed in this office, T tripped across the parade 
to the Horsi'-guards, and chanced to meet w ith an 
leijuaintunee in the jiark, who said, he saw by my 
countenance that 1 was upon some expedition. I 
iwiied Ins suspicion was just ; hut, as I had not 
time to relate particulars, I (|iiiekened my pace, and 
took possession of a haekney-eoaeh, in which I 
proceeded to the vehicle 1 had appointed to he in 
waiting. 

Willie I thus compassed my escape, there was 
nothing hut perplexity and confusion at home; 
dinner was delayed till six o’clock ; my lord ran 
half the town over in quest of his equijiage, which 
at last returned, with an aceoimt of my elopement. 
Myiiiaidwas brought to the question, and grievously 
threatened ; hut, liki* all the women 1 eviT had, 
remained unshaken in her fidelity. In the mean 
time, 1 travidled night and day towards my' retreat 
in Lincolnshire, of w hich his lordship had not as yet 
got the least intelligence; and as my eoaehiiian was 
hut an inexperienced dri\er, I Avas obliged to make 
use of my ow'ii skill in that exercise, and direct his 
endeavours the whole Avay, AA'ithout venturing to 
go to bed, or take the h‘ast riquise, until 1 reaclied 
iiiy own habitation. There 1 lived in peace and 
trampiillity for the s]iacc of six w eeks, w'hcn I was 
alarmed by one of my lord's myrmidons, w ho came 
into the iieighhourliood, blustering and swearing 
that be would carry me off either dead or alive. 

It is not to he supposed that I was perfectly* easy 
when I w as made acquainted with liis purpose and 
declaration, as my whole family consisted of no 
more than a couple of w'omcr and one footman 
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However, I summoned up my courage, which had 
been often tried, and never forsook me in the day 
of danger ; and sent him word, that, if ever he 
should presume to approach my house, I would 
order him to be shot without ceremony. The 
fellow did not choose to put me to the trial, and 
returned to town without his errand. But as the 
place of my abode was now discovered, I laid my 
account with having a visit from his employer. I 
therefore planted si)ies upon the road, with a promise 
of reward to him who should bring me tlie first 
intelligence of his lordship’s approach. 

Accordingly, I was one morning apprised of his 
coming, and, mounting horse immediately, with 
woman and valet, away we rode, in defiance of 
winter. In two days I traversed the wilds of 
Lincolnshire and hundreds of Essex, crossed the 
river at 'J’ilbury, breakfasted at (Chatham, by the 
help of a guide and moonlight arrived at Dover the 
same evening, embarked for Calais, in which place 
I found myself next day at two o’clock in the 
afternoon; and being heartily tired with my journey, 
betook myself to rest. My maid, who w-as not able 
to travel with such expedition, followed me at an 
easier pace ; and the footman was so astonished at 
my perseverance, that he could not help asking me 
upon the road, if ever I was weary in my life? 
Certain it is, my spirits and resolution have enabled 
me to undergo fatigues that are almost incredible. 
From (^/alais I went to Brussels, where 1 again set 
up my rest in private lodgings ; was again perfectly 
W'ell received by the fashionable people of that 
place ; and, by the interest of my friends, obtained 
the queen of Hungary’s protection against the 
persecution of my husband, while 1 should reside 
m the Austrian Netherlands. 

Thus secured, I lived uncensiirod, conversing 
with the English company, with w^hich this city 
was crowded ; but spent the most agreeable part of 
ray time with the Countess of (yalemberg, in whose 
house I generally dined and supped. And 1 also 
contracted an intimacy with the princess of Cheniay, 
wdio was a great favourite with Madam dTlarracli, 
the governor’s lady. 

1 had not been long in this happy situation, 

when 1 was disturbed by the arrival of Lord , 

who demanded me of the governor ; but finding 
me sheltered from his power, he set out for 
Vienna; and, in consequenee of bis representations, 

strengthened with the Duke of N ’s name, my 

protection was withdrawn. But, before this appli- 
cation, he had gone to the camp, and addressed 
himself to my Lord Stair, wdio w as my particular 
friend and ally by my first marriage, desiring he 
would compel me to return to his house. His lord- 
ship told him, that I was in no sha])e subject to his 
command ; but invited him to dinner, with a view 
of diverting himself and company at the expense 
of his guest. In the evening, he was plied with so 
many bumpers to my health, that he became in- 
toxicated, and extremely obstreperous, insisted 
upon seeing Lord Stair alter he was retin^d to rest, 

and quarrelled with Lord D , who being a tall, 

large, raw-boned Scotchman, could have swallowed 
him at one mouthful; but he thought he might 
venture to challenge him, in hopes of being put 
under arrest by the general. Though he reckoned 
without his host ; Lord Stair knew his disposition, 
and, in order to punish liis presumption, winked at 
the affair. The challenger, finding himself mis- 
taken in his conjecture, got up early in the morning. 


and went off post for Vienna. And Lord Stair 
desired a certain man of quality to make me a 
visit, and give me an account of his behaviour. 

Being now deprived of my protection and pin- 
money, which my generous husband would no 
longer pay, 1 was reduced to great difficulty and 
distress. The Duchess d’Aremberg, Lord G- 
and many other persons of distinction, interceded 
in my behalf with his Majesty, who was then 
abroad ; but he refused to interpose between man 
and wife. The Countess of Calemherg wrote a 
letter to my father, in which she represented my 
uncomfortable situation, and undertook to answ er 
for my conduct, in case he would allow me a small 
annuity, on which I could live independent of 

Lord , who by all accounts was a wretch w'itli 

wiiom I could never enjoy tlu‘ least happiness or 
quiet, otherwise she would be the first to advise 
me to au accommodation. She gave him to under- 
stand, that her character w as neither doubtful nor 
obscure ; and that, if my conduct there bad noi 
been irreproachable, she should not have taken me 
under h(‘r protection. That, as I proposed to board 
in a convent, a small sura would answer my occa- 
sions ; but, if that should be denied, 1 would actually 
go to service, or take some other desperate step, to 
avoid tfie man who was my bane and aversion. 

To this kind remonstrance my father answered 
that his fortune would not allow him to assist me ; 
he had now" a young family ; and that I ought, at 
all events, to return to my husband. By this time, 
such was the extremity of my cireiiinstances, that 
I was forced to pawn my clothes, and every trifling 
trinket in my ])oss(‘Ssion, and even to descend so 

far as to solicit Mr. S for a loan of fifty pounds, 

wliich he refused. 

Thus w"as I deserted in my distress by two per- 
sons, to w’hoin, in the season of iriy atlluenee, my 
purse bad been alw^ays open. Nothing so effectual ly 
subdues a spirit unused to supjilicate, as want. 
Rt'pulsed in this manner, I had recourse to Lord 

B , wlio was also, it seems, unable to relieve 

riy necessities. This mortification 1 deserved at 
his bands, though he had onee i)ut it in my power 
to be above all such paltry applications ; and I 
should not have been coinjx'llcd to tlic disagreeable 
task of troubling my friends, bad not 1 voluntarily 
resigned w’liat lie formerly gave me. As to the 
other gentleman to whom 1 addressed myself on 
this occasion, 1 think he might have shown more 
regard to my situation, not only for the reasons 
already mentioned, but because he knew me too 
w'ell to he ignorant of wdiat 1 must have suffered 
iu condescending to make sucli a reipiest. 

Several olheers, who guessed my adversity, 
generously offert'd to supply me with money : hut 
I could not bring myself to make use of their 
friendship, or cvmi to own my distress, except to 
one person, of whom I borrowed a small sum. To 
crown my misfortunes, 1 was taken very ill, at a 
time when there was no other way of avoiding the 
clutches of my persecutor but by a precipitate 
fliglit. In this emergency, I applied to a w orthy 
gentleman of Brussels, a very good friend of mine, 
but no lover. I say no lover, because every man 
is supposed to act in that capacity who befriends a 
young woman in distress, ’rids generous Fleming 
set out with me in the night from Brussels, and 
conducted me to tlie front iers of France. Being 
very much indisposed both in mind and body w"heii 
1 w"as obliged to undertake this expedition, 1 should 
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m all probability have sunk under the fatigue of 
travellin^f, had not my spirits been kept up by the 
conversation of my companion, who was a man of 
business and consequence, and undertook to manage 
my affairs in such a manner as would enable me 
to re-establish my residence in the place 1 had left. 
He was young and active, attended me with the 
utmost care and assiduity, and left nothing undone 
which he thought would contribttte to my ease and 
satisfaction. I believe his friendship for me was a 
little tinctured with another passion ; but he was 
married, and lived very well with his wife, who 
was also iny friend ; so that he knew I would never 
think of him in the light of a lover. 

LJ]K)n our arrival at Valenciennes, he accomo- 
dated me with a little money, for a little was all I 
would take, and returned to his own city, after we 
had settled a correspondence by letters. 1 was de- 
tained a day or two in this jdaee by my indisposition, 
which increased; but, nevertheless, proceeded to 
Paris, to make interest for a protection from the 
King of Prance, which that monarcli graciously 
accorded me, in three days after my first applica- 
tion ; and liis minister sent orders to all tlie go- 
vernors and inttmdants of the province towns, to 

protect me against the efforts of Lord , in 

whatever place I should choose to reside. 

Having returned my thanks at Versailles for 
this favour, and tarried a few days at J^aris, which 
was a place altogether unsuitable to the low ebb of 
my fortune, I repaired to lisle, where 1 intended 
to fix my liabitation ; and there my disorder re- 
curred with such violence, that I was obliged to 
send for a physician, who seemed to have been a 
disciple of Sangrado ; for he scarce left a drop of 
blood in my body, and yet 1 found myself never a 
whit the bettei’. Indeed, I w'as so much exhausted 
by these evacuations, and my constitution so much 
impaired by fatigue and perturbation of mind, that 
I had no other hope of recovering but that of 
reaching England, and putting myself under the 
direction of a physician, on whose ability 1 could 
depend. 

With this doubtful jirospect, therefore, T deter- 
mined to attempt a return to my native air, and 
actually dejiarted from J^isle, in such a melancholy 
enfeebled condition, that 1 had almost fainted w hen 
1 was put into the coach. Rut before I resolved 
upon this journey, I w^as reduced to the utmost 
exigence of fortune, so that I could scarce afford 
to buy provisions, had it been in my pow’er to eat, 
and should not have been able to defray my 
travelling expenses, had 1 not been generously be- 
friended by Lord K ]M , w ho, 1 am sure, 

would have done anything for my ease and accom- 
modation, though he has unjustly incurred the 
imputation of being fiarsimonious, and I had no 
reason to expect any such favour at his hands. 

In this deplorable state of health I was conveyed 
to Calais, being all the w'ay, as it were, in the arms 
of deatli, without having swallowed the least suste- 
nance on the road. So much was my indisposition 
augmented by the fatigue of the journey, that I 
swooned when I was brought into the inn, and had 
almcst expired before 1 could receive the least 
assistance or advice. However, my spirits were 
a little revived by some bread and wine, which I 
took at the persuasion of a French surgeon, who, 
chancing to pass by the door, was called up to my 
relief. Having sent my servant to Brussels, to take 
oaiv of my clothes, I embarked in the packet boat, 


and by the time we arrived at Dover was almost 
in extremity. 

Here I found a return coach, in which I was 
carried to London, and w^as put to bed at the house 
we put up at, more dead than alive. The people 
of the inn sent for an apothecary, who administered 
some cordial that recalled me to life ; and, when 1 
recovered the use of speech, I told him w'ho I w as, 
and desirend him to wait upon Dr. S , and in- 

form him of my situation, A young girl, who was 
niece to the landlord’s wife, seeing me unattended, 
made a tender of her service to me, and I accepted 
the offer, as well as of a lodging in the apothecary’s 
house, to which I was conveyed as soon as my 
strength would admit of my removal. '3'here I 
was visited by my physician, who was shocked to 
find me in such a dangerous condition. However, 
having considered my case, he perceived that my 
indisposition proceeded from the calamities 1 had 
undergone, and encouraged me with the hope of a 
speedy cure, provided 1 could be kept easy and 
undisturbed. 

1 was accordingly attended with all imaginable 
care ; my lord’s name being never mentioned in 
my hearing, because I considered him as tlu* fatal 
source of all my misfortunes ; and in a month 1 re- 
covered my health, by the great skill and tenderness 
of my doctor, who now finding me strong enough 
to encounter fresh troubles, endeavoured to per- 
suade me, that it w^ould be my wisest step to return 
to my husband, whom at that time he had often 
occasion to see. But I rejected his proposal, com- 
menced a new law-suit for separation, and took a 
small house in St. James’s-square. 

About this time my w oman returned from Brus- 
sels, but without my clothes, which v ere detained 
on account of the money 1 ow ed in that place ; and, 
asking her dismission from my seivice, set uj) shop 
for herself. I had not lived many weeks in iny new 
habitation, when my prosecutor renewred his at- 
tempts to make himself master of my person ; but 
1 had learned from experience to redouble my vi 
gilance, and he was frustrated in all his endeavours. 
1 was again happy in the conversation of my former 
acquaintance, and visited by a great number of 
gentlemen, mostly persons of probity and sense, 
W'ho cultivated my friendship, without any other 
motive of attachment. Not that I was unsolicited on 
the article of love. That was a theme on which I 
never wanted orators ; and could I have })revailed 
upon myself to profit by the advances that w ere 
made, ] might have managed my opportunities so 
as to have set fortune at defiance for the future. 
But 1 was none of these economists, who can sacri- 
fice their hearts to interested considerations. 

One evening, while 1 was conversing w'ith three 
or four of my friends, my law} er came in, and told 
me he had something of consequence to impart : 
upon which all the gentlemen hut one w'cnt away. 
Then he gave me to understand, that my suit would 
immediately come to trial ; and, though he hoped 
the best, the issue w^as uncertain. That, if it should 
he given agaist me, the decision would inspire my 
lord with fresh spirits to disturb my peace ; and 
therefore it would be convenient for me to retire, 
until the aff air should be brought to a determination. 

I w as very much disconcerted at this intelligence ; 
and the gentleman who staid perceiving my con- 
cern, asked what I intended to do, or if he could 
serve me in any shape, and desired to know whither 
I proposed to retreat? 1 affected to laugh, and 
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answered, ** To a garret, I believe.” To this over- i 
strained reasoning he replied, that if I should, his 
friendship and regard would find the way to niy 
apartment ; and I had no reason to doubt the since- 
rity of his declaration. We consulted about the 
measures I should take, and I determined to remove 
into the country, where I was soon favoured with 
a letter from him, wherein he expressed the infinite 
pleasure he had in being able to assure me that my 
suit had been successful, and that I might appear 
again with great safety. 

Accordingly I returned to town in liis coach and 
six, which he had sent for my convenience, and 
the same evening went with him to the masquerade, 
where we passed the night very agreeably, his 
spirits, as well as mine, being elevated to a joyous 
pitch b) the happy event of my process. 'I'liis gea- 
lleman was a person of great honour, worth, and 
good nature ; he loved me exircmel}, but did not 
care that I should know the extent of his jiassion. 
On the contrary, he endeavoured to persuade me, 
he had laid it down as a maxim, that no woman 
should ever have jiower enough over liis heart, to 
give him the least pain or discpiiet In short, In* 
had made a jirogress in my afiection, and to his 
generosity was 1 indebted for my suhsisten<*e two 
whole years ; during which, he w as continually pro- 
fessing this pliilosophic indifference, while, at the 
same time, he was giving me daily assuraiiee.s of 
his friendship and esteem, and treated me with in- 
cessant marks of the most passionate love : so tliat 
J 'J?oncludo<l his intention was cold, though his teiii- 
jier wuis warm. ( lonsidering mj self as an encum- 
brance iqiou his fortune, I redoubled my endeavours 
to obtain a sc'paratc maintiuianci'from iiiy lord, and 
removed from St. James’s sijuare to lodgings at 
Kensington, where 1 had not long enjoyed myself 
in tranquillity, before I was interrupted by a very 
unexpected visit. 

While 1 w as busy one day dressing in my dining- 
room, I found his lordship atm> elbow before Iw^as 
nw’ure of his approach, although his coach was at the 
door, and the house already in the fiossessioii of his 
servants. He accosted me in the usual style, as if 
we had [larted the night before ; and I answered 
him with an appearance of the same careless fami- 
liarity, desiring him to sit down, w hile T retreated 
to my chaniher, locked the door, and fairly went to 
bed, being perhaps tlie first woman who went 
thither for protection from the insults of a man. 
Here then I iinmuml m} .self with my faithl'ul Abi- 
gail. ]My lord finding me secured, knocked at (lie 
door, ami through the key-hole begged to he ad- 
mitted, a.ssuring me that all lie wanted was a con- 
ference. 1 de.sired to he excused, thougli 1 believed 
liis assurance ; hut 1 had no inclination to converse 
with him, because 1 knew from experience the 
nature of his conversation, which was so disagree- 
able and tormenting, tliat 1 would have excliaugcd 
it at any time for a good heating, and thought my- 
self a gainer by the bargain. However, he p(*i- 
si.stcd in his importunities to such a degree, that I 
assented to his jiroposul, on condition that the Duke 

of L should he present at the intendew ; and 

he immediately sent a message for his grace, while 
1 in peace ate my breakfast, conveyed in a basket, 
which was hoisted up to the wdmlow of my bed- 
chamber. 

The duke was so kind as to come at my lord’s 
request, and, before I would open the door, gave 
me his word, that I should he protected 'from all 


violence and compulsion. Thus assured, they were 
permitted to enter.. My little gentleman, sitting 
down by my bed-side, began to repeat the old 
hackneyed arguments he had formerly used, with 
a view of inducing me to live with him ; and 1, on 
iny side, repeated my former objections, or pre- 
tended to listen to his representations, while my 
imagination was emjiloyed in contriving the means 
of eliectiiig an escajie, as the duke easily perceived 
by my countenance. 

Einding all liis remonstrances ineffectual, he 
quitted the chamber, and left his cause to the elo- 
quence of his grace, who sat with me a whole half 
liour, witliout exerting himself much in behalf of 
liis client, because he knew 1 W'as altogether obsti- 
nate and determined on that score ; hut joked upon 
the behaviour of his lordship, who, though jealous 
of most peojile, liad left him alone with me in my 
bed-chamber, observing, that he must either have 
great coiifulence in his virtue, or a very had opinion 
of him otherwise. In short, 1 foiiiul means to defer 
the categorical answer till next day, and invited 
the duke and his lordship to dine wi'tli me to-mor- 
row'. IMy wise yoke-l'elJow seemed to doubt the 
sineeiity of tliis invitation, and was very miieii di.s- 
jiosed to keep possession of in} house. Hut, by the 
persuasion of his grace, and the advice of 11 -n, 
Aiho was his chief counsellor and hack, lie w as ])re- 
vailed iijion to take my word, and for the present 
left me. 

They wcr(‘ no sooner retired, than 1 rose with 
great expedition, packed up ni} clotlie.s, and took 
shelter in E.ssi'x for the lii^t time. Next day, my 
lord and Ids noble friend came to dinner, according 
to appointment; and being informed of my escajic 
by my woman, w horn 1 had left in the house, his 
lordship discovered some signs of discontent, and 
insisted upon seeing my papers ; upon w'hich my 
maid produced a parcel ol“ bills wliieh I owed to 
different people. Notw ithstanding this disappoint- 
ment, he sat down to what was provided for dinner, 
and with great deliberjition ate up a leg of lamb, the 
best part of a fowl, and something else, which I do 
not now renieinhcr ; and then very peaceably wauit 
away, giving niy maid an ojiportunity of following 
me to the place of my retreat. 

JNIy intention was to have sought refuge, as 
formerly, in another country ; hut 1 was prevented 
from putting my design in execution by a fit of 
illness, during winch I was xisiled by my pli} sician 
and .some of my own relations, particiilariy a distant 
cousin of mine, w hom my lord had engaged ’r Ins 
interests, by promising to recom[»ensi* her amjdy, 
if slit* eoukl persuade me to comply with his desire. 
Jn this office she was assisted by tlie doctor, who 
was my friend, and a man of sense, for whom 1 have 
the most perfect esteem, thougli he and I have 
often diflered in jioint of ojiiiiioii. In a word, 1 w as 
exposed to tlie incessant importunities of all my 
aeiiuaiiitance, wfiicli, added to the desperate cir- 
cumstances of my fortum*, compelled me to embrace 
tlie terms that were offered, and I again returned 
to the domestic duties of a wife. 

1 was conducted to my lord’s house hy an old 
friend of mine, a gentleman turm*d of fifty, of ad- 
mirable parts and understanding; lie was a pleas- 
ing companion, cheerful and humane, and liud 
acquired a great share of my esteem and respect. 
In a word, his advice liad great weight in ray deli 
hcrutions, because it seemed to be the result of 
cxjiericnce and disinterested friendship. Without 
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all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern for my 
welfare ; but, being an admirable politician, his 
scheme was to make my interest coincide with his 
own inclinations ; for I had, unwittingly, made an 
innovation upon his heart ; and as he thought 1 
should hardly favour his passion while I was at 
liberty to converse with the rest of my admirers, 
he counselled me to surrender that freedom, well 
knowing that my lord would be easily persuaded 
to banish all his rivals from the house ; in which 
case, he did not doubt of his being able to insinuate 
liimself into my aft’cctions ; because he laid it down 
as an eternal truth, that, if any two persons of dif- 
ferent sexes were obliged to live together in a desert, 
wdiere they would be excluded from all other 
human intercourse, they would naturally and in- 
evitably contract an inclination for each other. 

How just (his hypothesis might be, I leave to the 
determination of the curious; though, if I may be 
allowed to judge from my own disposition, a couj)le 
so situated would be apt to imbibe mutual disgusts 
from the nature and necessity of their union, unless 
their association was at first the effect of reciprocal 
affection and esteem. He this as it will, I honour 
the gentleman for his })lan. which w'as ingeniously 
contrived, and artfully conducted ; but 1 happened 
to have too much address for him in the sequel, 
cunning as he w”as, though at first 1 did not per- 
ceive his drift ; and his lordship was much less 
likely to coinprebend his meaning. 

Inimedialely after Ibis new accommodation. I 
was carried to a country bouse belonging to my 
lord, and was simple enough to venture myself, 
unattended by any servant on whose integrity 1 
<'ould depend, in the hands of his lordship, and 

II , whose villainy 1 alw'ays dreaded ; Ihongh, 

at this time, my apprehensions were considerably 
increased, by recollecting, that it was not his in- 
terest to let me live in the house, lest his conduct 
sliould be inquired into ; and by remembering that 
the very house to which we were going had been 
twice burnt down in a very sliort space of time, not 
w ithout suspicion of his having been the incendiary, 
on account of some box of writings w hich w^as lost 
in the conflagration. 'I’rue it is, this imputation 
was never made good ; and, perhaps, he wuis alto- 
gether innocent of the charge, w'hich nevertheless 
affected my spirits in such a manner, as rendered 
me the most miserable of all mortals. Tu this 
terror did I remain, till my eonsternation w'as 

awakened by the arrival ol‘ JVIr. IJ , a good- 

natured wortliy man, whom my lord had invited to 
his house, and T thought would not see me ill used. 

In a few wrecks w'c were joined by Dr. S and 

his lady, who visited us according to their promise ; 
and it was resolved that we should set out for Tun- 
bridge, on a party of pleasure, and at our return 
examine 11 ’s accounts. 

This last part of our scheme was not at all re- 
lished by our worthy stew'ard, who therefore deter- 
mined to ovvirturn our wdiole plan, and succeeded 
accordingly. My lord, all of a sudden, declared 
himself against the jaunt we had projected, and 
insisted upon my staying at home, without assign- 
ing any reason for this peremptory behaviour; his 
countenance being cloudy, and, for the space of 
three days, he did not open his mouth. 

At last, he one night entered my bed-chamber, 
to which he now had free access, with his sword 
under his arm, and, if I remember aright, it was 
ready drawn. I could not help taking notice of 


this alarming circumstance, which shocked me the 
more, as it happened immediately after a gloomy 
fit of discontent. However, I seemed to overlook 
the incident, and, dismissing my maid, went to bed ; 
because I was ashamed to acknowledge, even to 
my own heart, any dread of a person whom I 
despised so much. However, the strength of my 
constitution was not equal to the fortitude of my 
mind. I was taken ill, and the servants were 
obliged to be called up ; while my lord himself, ter- 
rified at my situation, ran up stairs to Mrs. S , 

who was in bed, told her, with evident perturba- 
tion of spirits, that I was very much indisposed, 
and said, he believed I was frightened by his enter- 
ing my chamber with his sword in hand. 

This lady was so startled at his information, that 
she ran into my apartment half naked, and as she 
went down stairs, asked wdiat reason could induce 
him to have carried his sword with him ? Upon 
whkjh he gave her to understand, that his intention 
was to kill the bats. 1 believe and hope he had no 
other design than that of intimidating me ; but when 
the aftair happened, 1 was of a dilierent opinion. 

Mrs. S , liavijig put on her clothes, sat up all 

night by my bed-side, and was so good as to assure me 
that she would not leave me until 1 should be safely 
delivered from the apprehensions that surrounded 
me in this house, to whith she and the doctor had 
been the jjrincipal cause of my coming ; for my 
lord had haunted and importuned them incessantly 
on this subject, protesting that he loved me vith 
the most inviolable affection ; and all lie desired 
was, that I would sit at his table, manage his family 
and share his fortune. By these professions, utU‘re<.l 
with an air of honesty and good-nature, he luid im 
posed liimself upon them for the best tempered 
creature upon earth ; and they used all their in • 
fliienee with me to take him into favour. 'J'liis 
Iiath been the case vith a great many jieojile, who 
had but a superficial knowledge of his dis])ositioii ; 
but, in the course of their acquaintance, they lune 
never failed to discern and acknowledge their mis 
take. 

The doctor, on his return from Tunbridge, to 
whicli place he had made a triji by himself, found 
me ill a-bed, and the w hole famil} in coiifiLsion. 
Surprised and eoiieerricd at this disorder, he en- 
tered into expostulation with my lord, who owned, 
that the cause of his displeasure and disipiiet was no 

other than jealousy. II -‘hud informed luni, 

that 1 had been seen to walk out with INIr. Bal — 
in a morning ; and that onr correspondence had 
been observed, with many additional eireumstxinces, 
which w'ere absolutely false and groundless. Thif 
imjnitation was no sooner understood, than it w;is 
resolved that the accuser should he examined in 
presence of us all. He accordingly appeared, ex- 
ceedingly drunk, though it w'as morning, and re- 
peated tlie articles of the charge, as an iiifrrmation 
he had received from a man who came *rom town 
to hang the bells, and w as long ago returned to 
London. 

This was an instance of his cunning and address, 
which did not forsake him even in his hours of in- 
toxication. Had he fixed the calumny on any one 
of the servants, he would have been confronted and 
detected in his falsehood. Nevertheless, though he 
could not he legally convicted, it plainly appeared 
that he was the author of this defamation, which 
incensed Mr. Bal — to such a degree, that he could 
scarce be withheld from pimishing him on the spot. 
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by manual chastisement. However, he was pre- 
vailed upon to abstain from such immediate ven- 
geance, as a step unworthy of his character; and 
the affair was brought to this issue, that his lord- 

ship should either part with me or Mr. H ; for 

I was fully determined against living under the 
same roof with such an incendiary 

This alternative being proposed, my lord dis- 
missed his steward, and we returned to town with 

the doctor, and Mrs. S ; for I had imbibed such 

horror and aversion for this country-seat, though 
one of the pleasantest in England, that I could not 
Dear to live in it. We therefore removed to a house 
In Bond-street, where, according to the advice of 
my friends, I exerted my whole power and com- 
plaisance in endeavours to keep my husband in 
E*:ood humour, but was so unsuccessful in my at- 
tempts, that, if ever he was worse tempered, more 
capricious, or intolerable, at one time than at an- 
other, this was the season in which his ill humour 
predominated in the most rancorous degree. I was 
scarce ever permitted to stir abroad, saw nobody 
it home, but my old male friend, whom 1 have 
nentioned above ; and the doctor, with his lady, 
>om whose conversation, also, 1 was at last excluded. 

Nevertheless, 1 contrived to steal a meeting now 
md then with my late benefactor, for whom 1 eii- 
ertained a great share of affection, exclusive of 
that gratitude that was due to Ids generosity. It 
was not his fault that I eoinpromised matters with 
my lord ; for he 'was as free of bis purse as I was 
Linwdlling to use it. It 'W'ould, therefore, have been 
Linfriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in me, now that 
[ was in aflluenee, to avoid all intercourse with a 
man who had supported me in adversity. I think 
people cannot be too shy and scrupulous in receiv- 
ng favours ; but once tliey are conferred, they 
might never to forget the obligation. And I was 
never more concerned at any incident of my life, 
:hari at hearing that this gentleman did not receive 
1 letter, in v/liieh I acknowledged the last proof of 
liis friendship and liberality wdiieh J had occasion 
.0 use, because 1 have since learned that he sus- 
pected me of neglect. 

But, to return to iny situation in Bond-street. 1 
pore it as well as I could for the sj)a<*e of three 
nonths, during which I lived in the midst of spies, 
vho were emphjyed to watch my conduct, and 
mderwent every mortitication that malice, power, 
ind folly could inflict. Eay, so ridiculous, so un- 
'easonable was iiiy tyrant in bis spleen, that he 
leclared he would even be jealous of Ileydigger, 
f there was no other man to incur bis suspicion, 
tie expected that I should spend my whole time 
ivith him UHc-u-tCtc; when 1 sacrificed my enjoy- 
ment to these comfortable iiartics, be never failed 
,o lay hold on some innocent expression of mine, 
which he made the foundation of a quarrel ; and, 
when 1 strove to avoid these disagreeable misinter- 
pretations by reading or writing, he incessantly 
.eased and tormented me witli the imputation of 
peing peevish, sullen, and reserved. 

Harassed by this insufferable behaviour, I com- 
municated my ctise to Dr. S and his lady, 

Intimating that I neither could nor would expose 
tnyseif any longer to such usage. The doctor 
gxhorted me to bear my fate with patience ; and 

Mrs. S was silent on the subject ; so that 1 

itill hesitated between staying and going, when the 
doctor, being one night at supper, happened to 
have gome words with my lord, who was so vio- 


lently transported with passion, that I was actnall; 
afraid of going to bed wdth him ; and next morning 
when he awaked, there was such an expression o 
frantic wildness in his countenance, that I imaginei 
he was actually distracted. 

This alarming circumstance confirmed me in mj 
resolution of decamping ; and I accordingly moved 
my quarters to a house in Saokville-street, wdiere J 
had lodged when T was a widow. From thence I 

sent a message to the ]}uke of L , desiring he 

would make iny lord acquainted with the place of 
my abode, my reasons for removing, and iny in- 
tention to defend myself against all his attempts. 
The first night of this separation I went to bed by 
myself with as much jileasure as a man would feel 
in going to bed to liis mistress whom he had long 
solicited in vain, so rejoiced was 1 to be delivered 
from my obnoxious bedfellow I 

From tliese lodgings I soon moved to Brook- 
street, where 1 had not long enjo> ed the sweets of 
my escape, when 1 was importuned to return, by a 
new steward wlioni my lord had engaged in the 
room of II — n. This gentleman, who bore a very 
fair eliaracter, made such judicious representations, 
and behaved so candidly in the discharge of his 
function, that I agreed he should act as umpire in 
the ditterence betwixt us, and once more a recon- 
ciliation 'was efleeted, though his lordship began to 
be dissatisfied even before tin* execution of our 
agreement; inconsequence of 'which he attended 
me to Bath, 'wdiither 1 went for the benefit of my 
health, which w’as not a little impaired. 

This accommodation had a surjnxsing effect uj)on 
my lover, who, notwithstanding his repeated de- 
clarations, that no woman should ever gain such 
an ascendancy over his heart as to be able to give 
him pain, suflered all the agonies of disai)p(>intod 
love, wluni he now tbund himself deprived of the 
opportunities of seeing me, and behaved very dif- 
ferently from what he had imagined he sliould. 
liis words and actions were desperate: one of his 
expressions to me was, “ It w'as like twisting my 
heart-strings, and tearing it out of my body.” In- 
deed, 1 never should liave acted this part had I 
foreseen what he would have suffiTod ; but 1 pro- 
test 1 believed him when he said otherwise so 
much, that bis declaration on that subject was the 
occasion of my giving him up ; and it was now too 
late to retract. 

In our expedition to Bath, 1 was aceompanit'd by 
a very agreeable young lady, with whom I passed 
my time very happily, amid the diversions of the 
place, which screened me, in a good measure, from 
the vexatious society of my hopeful partner. From 
tills place we repaired to his seat in the country, 
w’herc we siient a few months, and thence returned 
again to our house in Bond-street. Here, wdiile I 
was confined to my bed by illness, it was supposed 
my indisposition was no other than a private lying- 
in, though 1 was under the roof with my lord, and 
attended by his servants. 

While the distemper continued, my lord (to do 
him justice) behaved with all imaginable tender- 
ness and care ; and his concern on these occasions 
1 have already mentioned as a strange inconsistency 
in Ids disposition. If his actions were at all 
accountable, I should think he took pains to fret 
me into a fever first, in order to manifest his love 
and humanity afterwards. Wlien 1 recovered my 
strength and spirits, I went abroad, saw company, 
and should have been easy, had he been contented ; 
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blit as my satisfaction increased, his good humour 
decayed, and he banished from his house, one by 
one, all the people whose conversation could have 
made ray life agreeable. 

I often expostulated with him on his malignant 
behaviour, protesting my desire of Jiving peaceably 
with him, and begging he would not lay me under 
the necessity of changing my measures. He was 
deaf to all" my remonstrances, though T warned him 
more than once of the event, j)ersisted in his 
maxims of persecution ; and, after repeated quar- 
rels, 1 again left his house fully determined to 
sutler all sorts of extremity, rather than subject 
myself to the tyranny of his disposition. 

This year was productive of one fatal event, 
which 1 felt with the utmost sensibility of sorrow, 
and 1 shall always remember with regret — I mean 
tlie death of JNlr. B , with whom T had con- 

stantly maintained an intimate correspondence 
since the first corameneeinent of our ac<puiintancc. 
He was one of the most A'aluable men, and pro- 
mised to be one of the brightest ornaments that 
this or any other age had produced. 1 enjoyed his 
friendship without reserve ; and such w as the con- 
lidt'iice he rcjiosed in my integrity, from long 
experience of my truth, that he often said he would 
believe my bare assertion, even though it should 
c('ntradict the evidence of his own senses. I'hese 
being the terms ujion which we lived, it is not to 
be supposed that 1 bore tlie loss of him without 
repining. Indeed, my grief was unspealvable ; 
and though the edge of it be now smootlied by the | 
lenient hand of time, I shall never cease to cherish 
his memory with the most fender remembrance. 

During the last period of my living with my lord, 

I had agreed to the exjiedieney of obtaining an act I 
of parbamenf, which w'ould enable him to jiay his 
debts; on which occasion then* was a necessily of 
cancelling a deed that subsisted between us, re- 
lating to a separate maiiitc'riance, to which, on 
certain provisions, ] w^as entitled; and this was to 
he set aside, so far as it interfered with the above- 
mentioned selieine, w Idle the rest of it should re- 
main in force. Wlien this affair w'os about to be 
transacted, my lord ver} generously insisted upon 
111 } concurrenee in anmilliiig the whole settlement; 
and, when I refused to coinjily with this demand, 
hecause this w as the sole resource 1 had against his 
ill usage, he would not proceed in the execution of 
his plan, though, hy dropping it, he hurt nobody 
hut himself ; and he accused me of having receded 
from my word, after 1 had drawn him into con- 
siderable expense. 

This imputation of breaking my word, which I 
defy the whole world to prove 1 ever did, incensed 
me the more, as 1 myself had proposed the scheme 
for his service, although I knew the accomplish- 
m(*nt of it would endanger the validity of my own 
settlement; and my indignation w^as still more 

augmented hy the beliaviour of Mr. G , who 

had always professed a regard for my interest, and 
upon my last accommodation with my lord, under- 
taken to effect a reconciliation between my father 
and me ; but, when he w'as questioned about the 
particulars of this difference, and desired to declare 
whether his lordship or I was to hlamc, he declined 
the office of arbitrator, refused to be exjilicit upon 
the subject, and hy certain shrew'd liums and ha’s, 
signified his disapprobation of my conduct. Yet 
this very man, when 1 imparted to him, m con- 
fidence, my intention of making another retreat. 


and frankly asked his opinion of my design, seemed 
to acquiesce in the justice of it in these remark- 
able words : — “ Madam, if I thought or had hopes 
of my lord growing better, I would down on my 
knees to desire you to stay j but, as I have not, I 
say nothing.” 

If he connived at my conduct in this particular, 
should he disap])rove of it when all I asked was 
but common justice? But he was a dependent; 
and therefore 1 excuse his phlegmatic (not to call 
it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed, he could not be 
too cautious of giving offence to his lordship, who 
sometimes made him feel the effects of that wrath 
which other people had kindled; particularly in 
consequence of a small adventure which happened 
about this very period of time. 

A very agreeable, sprightly, good-natured young 
man, a near relation of my lord, happening to be 
at our house one evening, when there was a fire in 
the neighbourhood, we agreed to go and sup at a 
tavern en famiUe ; and having spent the evening 
with great mirth and good humour, this young 
gentleman, who was naturally facetious, in taking 
his leave, saluted us all round. My lord, who had 
before eritertiiined some jealousy of his kinsman, 
was very much provoked by this trifling incident, 
hut very prudently su|)j)ressed his displeasure till 
he returned to his own house, where his rage co- 
operating with the champagne he had drunk, in- 
tlamed him to such a degree of resolution, that he 
sprung upon the innocent G — ^n, and collared him 
with great fury, though he was altogether uncon- 
cerneti in the cause of his indignation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 
to other grievanct‘s under which I laboured, has- 
tened my resolution of leaving him ; and he to this 
day blames his relation as the immediate cause of 
my escape, whereas he ought to place it to tlie 
account of liis own madness and indiscretion. 
When 1 retired to l"ark-street, he cautioned all my 
tradesmen, not even excepting ni} baker, against 
giving me credit, assuring them that he would not 
jiay any debts 1 should contract ; and the difficulties 
to which J was reduced, in consequence of this 
charitable declaration, together with the reflection 
of what 1 had siift'ered, and miglit undergo, from 
the caprice and barbarity of his disposition, affected 
my health so much, that 1 w as taken again ill, and 
my life thought in danger. 

My constitution, however, got the better of my 
distemper, and 1 was ordered into the country by 
my jihysicians, for the benefit of the air ; so that I 
found myself under the necessity of keeping tw’o 
houses, when 1 was little able to supiiort one, and 
set up my chariot, hecause 1 could not defray the 
expense of a hackney coach ; for 1 had as much 
credit given me as I asked for, notw ithstanding my 
lord’s orders to the contrary. 

Having recruited my spirits in the country, I 
returned to tow n, and was visited by my friends, 
who never forsook me in adversity, and, in the 
summer removed to a house in Essex, where 1 lived 
a few months in great tranquillity, unmolested hy 
my tyrant, who sometimes gave me a whole year’s 
respite. Here 1 used to ride and drive by turns, as 
my humour dictated, w ith horses which were lent 
me ; and J had the company of my lover, and ano- 
ther gentleman, who w as a very agreeable com- 
panion, and of singular service to me in the sequel. 

At last, my lord having received intelligence of 
the jdaco of my abode, and his tormenting humoiur 
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recurriug, he set out for my habitation and in the 
morning appeared in his coach and six, attended 
by Mr. G-— n, and another person, -whoiu he liad 
engaged for the purpose, with several domestics 
armed. I immediately shut up my doors at his 
approach, and refused him admittance, which he 
endeavoured to obtain by a succession of prayers 
and threats ; but I was deaf to both, and resolved 
to liold out to the last. Seeing me determined, he 
be^an his attack, and his servants actually forced 
their way into the house ; upon which I retreated 
up stairs, and fortified myself in my apartment, 
which the assailants stormed with such fury, tliat 
the door began to give way, and I retired into ano- 
ther room. 

Whilst I remained in this post, Mr. G — ^n de- 
manded a i)arlcy, in which he begged I would 
favour my lord with an interview, otherwise he 
knew not what might be the consequence. To this 
remonstrance 1 replied, that I w as not disposed to 
comj)ly with his recpiest ; and though their design 
should be murder, I w'as not at all afraid of death. 
Upon this declaration they renew ed their attacks, 
which they carried on w ith indifferent success till 
the afternoon, when my lord, as if he had been at 
j)lay, sent a formal message to me, desiring that all 
hostilities should cease, till after both parties should 
have dined. At the same time, my own servants 
came for instructions ; and I ordered them to let 
him have everything which he should call for, as 
far as the house would afford. 

He did not fail to make use of this permission ; 
but sitting down with his companions, ate up my 
dinner without hesitation, after he had paid me the 
compliment of desiring to know what he should 
send up to my apartment. Far from having any 
stomach to partake of his meal, I sat solitary upon 
my bed, in a state of melancholy expectation, hav- 
ing fastened the door of the outw'ard room for my 
security, while I kept my chamber open for the 
convenience of air, the weather being excessively hot. 

His lordship, having indulged his appetite, re- 
sumed his attempt, and all of a sudden 1 heard a 
noise in the next room ; upon w hich 1 started up, 
and perceiving that he had got into my antecham- 
ber, by the help of a bench that stood under tlie 
window^ I flung to the door of my room, which I 
locked with great expedition, and opening another 
that communicated with the staircase, ran out of 
the house, through a crowd of more than a hundred 
people, whom this fray had gathered together. 

Being universally beloved in the neighbourhood, 
and respected by my lord’s servants, I passed 
among them untouched, and took refuge in a neigh- 
bouring cottage ; while his lordship bawled and 
roared for assistance, being afraid to come out as 
he had gone in. Without waiting for his delibe- 
rations, I changed clothes with the poor woman 
who had given me shelter, and in her blue apron 
and straw hat sallied out into the fields, intending 
to seek protection in the house of a gentleman not 
far off, though I was utterly ignorant of the road 
that led to it. However, it was my good fortune 
to meet with a fanner, w ho undertook to conduct 
me to the place ; otherwise 1 should have missed 
my way, and in all probability lain in the fields ; 
for by tMs time it was eight o’clock at night. 

Under the direction of this guide, 1 traversed 
hedges and ditches (for 1 would not venture to 
travel in the highway, lest I should fall into the 
minds of my pursuer,) and after I had actually 


tumbled into the mire, and walked six or seven 
long miles by the help of a good spirit, which never 
failed me on such occasions, I arrived at the place, 
and rung the bell at the garden gate for admittance. 
Seeing iny figure, which was very uncouth, tvige- 
ther w'ith my draggled condition, they denied me 
entrance ; but, w'hen they understood who I was, 
immediately oi)ened tlie doc/r, and I was hospitably 
entertained, after having been the subject of mirth, 
on account of my dress and adventure. 

Next day T returned and took possession of my 
house again, where I resumed my former amuse- 
ments, which I enjoyed in quiet for the sj)ace of a 
whole njonth, waiting with resignation for the issue 
of my lawsuit ; when, one afternoon, I was uj)prised 
of his lordship’s approach by one of my spies, whom 
I always employed to reconnoitre the road ; and so 
fortunate was I in the choice of these scouts, that I 
never was betrayed by one of them, though they 
were often bribed for that ])urpose. 

1 no sooner n'ceived this intelligence, than I 
ordered my horse to be saddled, and mounting, 
rode out of sight immediately, directing my course 
a different wuiy from the London road. 1 had not 
long proceeded in this tract, w hen my career was 
all of a sudd(‘n stopped by a five-bar gate, which, 
after some hesitation, I resolved to leap (my horse 
being an old hunter), if 1 should find myself pur- 
sued. However, with much difficulty 1 made a 
shift to open it, and arrived in safety at the house 

of my very good friend Mr. G , who IxMiig a 

justice of the peace, had promised me his protec- 
tion, if it should be w anted. 

Thus s<‘cured for the ])resent, T sent out spies to 
bring information of his lordshi])'s ]n*oceednigs, 
and understood that he had taken possession of my 
house, turned itiy siTvants adril't, and made himself 
master of all my moveables, clothes, and papers. 
As for the papers, they were of no eonse(iuenee, 
hnt of clothes 1 had a good stock ; and when I liad 
reason to believe that lie did not inti'iid to relin*- 
quish his eoiKjiu'st, I thought it was high time for 
me to remove to a greater distance from his (juar- 
lers. Accordingly, two days after my escape, I 
set out at eleven o’clock at night, in a chariot and 
four, wdiich 1 borrow’cd of my friend, altmuled by 
a footman, who w^as a stout fellow', and well armed, 
1 myself being provided with a brace of good pis- 
tols, which I was fully determined to use against 
any person who should jiresnme to lay violent 
hands upon me, except my lord, for whom a less 
mortal weapon would have sulfieed, such as a bod- 
kin or a tinder-box. Nothing could be farther 
from my iiiteiitiou than the desire of liurting 
any living creature, much less my husband ; my 
design was only to defend myself from cruelty and 
oppression, which 1 knew% by fatal experience, 
would infallibly be my lot, should he get me into 
his power. And J thouglit 1 had as good a right 
to jireserve my happiness, as that which every in- 
dividual has to preserve his life, especially against 
a set of ruffians, wdio were engaged to roh me of it 
for a little dirty lucre. 

In the midst of our journey, the footman tame 
up, and told me 1 was dogged ; upon which 1 looked 
out, and, seeing a man riding by the chariot side, 
presented one of my pistols out of my window, and 
preserved that posture of defence, until he thought 
proper to retreat, and rid me of the fears that at- 
tended his company. I arrived in town, and, 
changing my equipage, hired an open chaise, in 
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Yhich, though I was almost starved with cold, I 
travelled to Reading, which 1 readied by ten next 
morning ; and from thence proceeded farther in the 
country, with a vi(!W of taking refuge with Mrs. 

C , who M'as my particular friend. Here I 

should have found slielter, though my lord had been 
b(‘forehand with me, and endeavoured to prepossess 
her against my conduct, had not the house been 
crowded with company, among whom T could 
not possibly have been eoneealed, especially from 
her brother, who was an intimate friend of my 
persecutor. 

Things being thus situated, T enjoyed but a very 
short interview with he»*, in wliieh her sorrow and 
2 )erplexity on my account appeared with great ex- 
pression in her countenanee; and though it was 
not in her power to afford me the relief 1 expected, 
she, in*the most genteel manner, sent after me a 
small sum of money, thinking that, considering the 
hurry m which 1 left my liouse, I might have oc- 
casion for it on the road. 1 was by tins time be- 
numbed with cold, fatigu(*d with travelling, and 
almost fretted to death by my disa])pointment. 
llow'ever, this was no time to indulge despondence ; 
since nobody could or would assist me, I stood the 
more in need of my own resolution and presence 
of mind. Aft(*r some deliberation, J st(‘(‘red my 
course back to London; and being unwilling to 
return by the same road in which I came, as vvell 
as impat ient to be at the end of my journey, 1 chose 
the Ragshot way, and ventured to cross the heath 
by moonlight. 

Here I Mas attacked by a footpad armed wdth 
a broad svord, wdio came up and demanded my 
money. My stock amounted to twelve guineas; 
and I fori'saw, that, should I be stripped of the 
whole sum, 1 could not travel v ithout discovering 
who I was, and coiiscfjuently running the risk of 
Jieiiig detected by m> pursuer. On these consider- 
ations I gave the fellow three guineas and some 
siher ; with which he w'as so far from being satis- 
fied, that he threatened to search me for more. 
Rut I ordered the coachman to proceed, and by 
good fortune escaped that ceremony, though I wuis 
under some apprehension of being overtaken with 
a pistol bullet in my flight, and therefore held down 
my head in the chaise, in imitation of some great 
men, vho are said to have ducked in the same 
manner in the day of battle. 

My fears happened to be disappointed. I lay at 
an inn u])on the road, and next day arrived in town, 
in the utmo^t difficulty and distress ; for 1 knew' 
not where to fix my habitation, and was destitute 
of all means of support. In this dilemma, I applied 
to mj law'yer, who recommended me to the house 
of a tradesman in Westminster, where 1 lodged and 
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail, 
whom I shall distinguish by the name of Mrs. 

S r, for the space of ten wrecks, during which I 

saw nobody, and never once stirred abroad. 

While J was thus harassed out of all enjoyment 
of life, and reduced to the utmost indigence, by the 
cruelty of my persecutor, who had even stripped 
m(‘ of my wearing apparel, I made a conquest of 
Lord I) — , a nobleman who is now dead, and 
therefore T shall say little of his character, which 
is perfectly well known. This only will I observe, 
that, next to my own tyrant, he was the person of 
whom I had the greatest abhorrence. Nevertheless, 
when these two came in competition, I preferred 
the offers of this new lover, which wt*re very con- 


siderable ; and as an asylum was the chief thing I 
wanted, agreed to follow him to his country seat, 
whither 1 actually sent my clothes, which I had 
purchased upon credit. 

However, ujion mature deliberation, I changed 
my mind, and signified my resolution in a letter, 
desiring at the same time, that my baggage might 
be sent back. In consequence of this message, I 
expected a visit from him, in all the rage of indig- 
nation and disappointment, and gave orders that he 
should not be admitted into my house. Yet, nob 
withstanding this jirecaution, he found means to 
jirocure entrance ; and one of the first objects that 
1 saw, next morning, in my bed-chamber, was my 
lover armed with a horse-whip, against which, from 
the knowledge of the man, 1 did not think myself 
altogether secure ; though I was not much alarmed, 
because 1 believed myself superior to him in point of 
bravery, should the worst come to the worst. But, 
contrary' to my expectation, and his usual behaviour 
to our sex, he accosted me very politely, and began 
to expostulate upon the contents of my letter. I 
freely told him, that I had rashly assented to his 
proposal, for my own convenience only ; that, 
when 1 reflected on what I had done, I thought it 
ungenerous in me to live with him upon these 
terms ; and that, as I did not like him, and could 
not dissemble, such a correspondence could never 
tend to the satisfaction of either. He allowed the 
inference was just, though he was very much cha- 
grined at my previous proceeding. He reliiKpiished 
his claim, restored my clothes, and never afterwards 
upbraided me with my conduct in this affair ; though 
he at one time owmed, that he still loved me, and 
ever should, because I had used him ill ; a declara- 
tion that strongly marks the peculiarity of his 
character. As for my owm jiart, I own that my 
behaviour on this occasion is no other way ex- 
cusable, than on account of the miserable pcrjilexity 
of my circumstances, which were often so calami- 
tous, that I wonder 1 have not been compelled to 
take such stejis as would have rendered my' conduct 
much mori‘ exceptionable than it really is. 

At last all my hojics w'cre blasted by the issue of 
my Milt, which was determined in favour of my 
lord. Even then 1 refused to yield ; on the con- 
trary, coming out of retirement, 1 took lodgings in 
Suffolk -si reel, and set my tyrant at defiance. But. 
being unwilling to trust my doors to the care of 
other jieople, i hired a house in Conduit-street ; 
and no sooner appeared in the world again, than I 
was surrounded by divers and sundry sorts of ad- 
mirers. 1 believe 1 rccci\ed the incense and ad- 
dresses of all kinds under the sun, excejit that sort 
which was most to my liking, a man capable of 
contracting and insjiiriug a mutual attachment ; 
but such a one is equally rare and inestimable; not 
but that I own myself greatly obliged to all those 
who cultivated my good graces, though they were 
very little beholden to me ; for where 1 did not 
really love, 1 could never jirofess tliat ])assion ; that 
sort of dissimulation is a slavery that no honest 
nature will undergo. Except one worthy young 
man whom I sometimes saw', tliey were a strange 
medley of insignificant beings ; one w'as insipid, 
another ridiculously affected, a third void of all 
education, a fourth altogether inconsistent ; and, in 
short, I found as many trifling characters among 
the men, as ever I observed in my own sex. {Some 
of them I endeavoured to bring over to my maxims, 
while they attempted to make a proselyte of me: 
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but finding the task impracticable on both sides, we 
very wisely dropt each other. 

At length, however, I was blessed with the ac- 

uaintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, the 

rst character in England, in point of honour, inte- 
grity, wit, sense, and benevolence ; when I have thus 

distinguished him, I need scarce mention Lord 

This great, this good man, possesses every accom- 
plishment requisite to inspire admiration, love, and 
esteem. With infinitely more merit than almost 
ever fell to one man^s share, he manifests such dif- 
fidence of his own qualifications, as cannot fail to 
prepossess every company in his favour. He seems 
to observe nothing, yet sees every thing ; his 
manner of telling a story, and making trifles 
elegant, is peculiar to himself ; and, though he has 
a thousand oddities, they serve only to make him 
more agreeable. After what I have said, it may 
be supposed that I was enamoured of his person ; 
but this was not the case ; love is altogether capri- 
cious and fanciful ; yet I admire, honour, and esteem 
him to the highest degree, and when 1 observe that 
his character resembled that of my dear departed 

friend Mr. B ; or rather, that Mr. B , had 

he lived, would have resembled Lord , li^my 

the highest compliment I can conceive both to the 
living and the dead. 

In this nobleman’s friendship and conversation I 
thought myself happy ; though T was, as usual, ex- 
posed to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, who, 
one day, while T was favoured with the company of 
this generous friend, appeared at my door in his 
coach, attended by another gentleman, who de- 
manded entrance with an air of authority. A very 
honest footman, who had been long in uiy serviee, 
ran up stairs in the utmost consternation, and gave 
me an account of wliut had happened below. Upon 
which I told him he had nothing to answer for, 
and ordered him to keep the door fast shut against 
all opposition ; though I was so much affected with 

this unexpected assault, that Lord said he was 

never more surprised and shocked in his life, than 
at the horror which appeared in my countenance, 
when I saw the coach stop at my door. 

My little hero being refused admittance, went 
away, threatening to return speedily with a rein- 
forcement; and during this interval, 1 provided 
myself with a soldier, whom I placed sentinel at 
the door, w ithin side, to guard me from the danger 
of such assaults for the future. My lord, true to 
his promise, marched back with his auxiliaries, re- 
inforced with a constable, and rc[)eated his demand 
of being admitted; and niy soldier opening the 
sash, in order to answer him, according to my 
directions, he no sooner pcrceive<l the red coat, 
than he was seized with such a panic, that he in- 
stantly fled with great precipitation ; and, when he 
recounted the adventure, like Falslaff in the play, 
multiplied my guard into a whole file of mus- 
queteers. He also make a shift to discover the 
gentleman who had been so kind as to lend me one 
of his company, and complained of him to the 

Duke of N , in hopes of seeing him broke for 

Ids misdemeanour ; but in that expectation he was 
luckily disappointed. 

Perceiving that in England I should never enjoy 
peace, but be continuallv subject to those alarms 
and disquiets which had already impaired my health 
and spirits, I resolved to repair again to France, my 
best refuge and sure retreat from the persecution of 
my tyrant. Yet, before I took this step, I endea- 


voured, by the advice of my friends, to conceal 
myself near Windsor ; hut was in a little time dis 
covered by my lord, and hunted out of my lurking 
place accordingly. I then removed to Chels<a, 
where T suffered inconceivable uneasiness and agita- 
tion of mind, from the nature of my situation, my 
tranquillity being thus incessantly invaded by a man 
w'lio could not be satisfied with me, and yet could 
not live without me. So that, though 1 was very 
much indisposed, I set out for France, by the way 
of the Hague, as the war had shut up all other 
communication, having no other attendant hut my 
woman S — r, who, though she dreaded the sea, and 
was n]>on the brink of matrimony, would not quit 
me in such a calamitous condition, until 1 was 
joined by my footman and anotlier maid, whom I 
ordered to follow me with the baggage. But, before 
my departure, I sent a message to Lord , de- 

manding my clothes, which he had seized in Essex ; 
and he refusing to deliver them, I was obliged to 
equip myself anew, upon credit. 

I was supplied with money for my journey by 

iny good friend L ; and, after a short and jileu- 

sant passage, arrived at the Hague, where I staid 
two months, and parted with — r, on whom T 
settled an annuity of five and twenty pounds, pay- 
able out of the provision which 1 had or might 
obtain from my liusbaud. The same allow'ance had 

1 prevailed upon l^ord B to grant to another 

maid, who attended me while I lived in his house. 

1 did not much relish the people in Holland, 
because they seemed entirely devoted to self-interest, 
without any taste for pleasure or politeness; a 
jpecies of disposition that could not be very agri'c- 
ahle to me, who alwaijs despised money, had an 
unbounded bem‘\ olence of heart, and loved ph'asure 
beyond every other consideration. When 1 say 
pleasure, I would not be undi*rslood to mean sen- 
suality, which constitutes the suprtune happiness of 
those only who are void of sentiment and imagina- 
tion. Nevertheless, I received some civilities in 
this place ; and among the rest, the rc'putation of 

having for my lover the King of 1* ’s minister, 

who was young and airy, and visited me often ; 
circumstances that were sufficient to lay me under 
the imputation of an amour, which I freciueiitly 
incurred without having given the least cause of 
suspicion. 

Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, T de- 
parted from the Hague, in company with an English 
woman, whom T had chosen for that juirpose, and 
arrived at Antwerp with much difficulty and danger, 
the highway being infested with robbers. After 
having reposed myself a few days in this city, 1 
hired a coacli i'or myself, and set out with my 
companion for Brussels; but, before we reached 
Mechlin, our vehicle was attacked by two hussars, 
who, with their sabres drawn, obliged tlic coacliman 
to drive into a wood near tlie road. 1 at first 
imagined they wanted to examine our passports, 
but was soon too well convinced of their design ; 
and, though very much sliocked at the discovery, 
found resolution enough to suppress iny concern, 
so that it should not aggravate the terrors of the 
young woman, who had almost died with apprehen- 
sion. T even encouraged her to hope for the best ; 
and, addressing myself to the robbers in French, 
begged, in the most suppliant manner, that they 
would spare our lives ; upon which one of them, 
who was a little fellow, assured me, in the same lan- 
guage, that we had nothing to fear for our persons. 
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Wlien we were conveyed in a state of dreadful 
suspense above three-quarters of a mile into the 
wood, the ruffians came into the coach, and, taking 
my keys, which I kept ready in my hand for 
them, opened three large trunks that contained my 
baggage, and emptying them of every thing but my 
hoops and a few books, packed up their booty in a 
cloth ; then robbed me of my money and jewels, 
even to my shoe-buckles and sleeve-huttons. took 
my footman’s laced hat, and gave it, by way of 
gratification, to a peasant, who came from behind 
the bushes, and assisted them in packing. 

This affair being despatched, they ordered us to 
return to the road by a different way from that in 
which we were carried into tlie wood ; and mount- 
ing their horses, rode off with the plunder, though 
not before the little fellow, who was the least fero- 
cious of the two, had come and shaken me by the 
hand, wishing us a good journey ; a compliment 
which I heai-tily returned, being extremely well 
pleased woth the retreat of two such companions, 
who had detained us a whole half hour ; during 
which, notwithstanding the assurance I had re- 
ceived, I was in continual ajiprehcnsion of seeing 
their operation concluded with the murder of us 
all ; for I suppose they were of that gang who had 
some time before murdered a l^rcnch officer, and 
used a lady extremely ill, after having rifled her 
of all she had. 

I laving tlius undergone pillage, and Ving reduced 
to the extremity of indigence in a foreign land, it 
is not to be supposed that my reflections were very 
comfortable ; and yet, though 1 sustained tlie whole 
damage, 1 was the only person in the comi)any who 
bore the accident with any resolution and presence 
of mind. My coachman and valet seemed quite 
petrified with fear ; and it was not till 1 had re- 
peated my directions that the former drove farther 
into the wood, and took the first turning to the right, 
in order to regain the road, according to the command 
of the robbers, which I did not choose to disobey. 

This misfortune I sufl'ered by the misinformation 
I received at Antwerp, where I would have pro- 
vided myself with an escort, had not T been assured 
Uiat there was not the least occasion to |)ut myself 
to such extraordinary expense. And indeed the 
robbers took the only half hour iu which they could 
have had an opportunity of plundering us ; for we 
no sooner returned into the highway, than we met 
with the Trench artillery coming from Brussels, 
which was a security to us during the rest of our 
journey. We were afterwards informed at a small 
village, that there was actually a large gang of 
deserters, who harboured in that wood, from which 
they made excursions in the neighbourhood, and 
kept the peasants in continual alarms. 

llaving proceeded a little way, we were stopped 
by the artillery crossing a bridge ; and as the train 
was very long, must have been detained till night, 
had not a soldier informed me, that if 1 would take 
the trouble to come out of my coach, and apply to 
the commandant, he would order them to halt, and 
allow me to pass. 1 took the man’s advice, and was 
by him conducted, with much difficulty, through 
the crowd, to some officers, who seemed scarce to 
deserve the name ; for when 1 signified my request, ' 
they neither rose up, nor desired me to sit down ; 
but lolling in their chairs, with one leg stretched 
out, asked, with an air of disrespectful raillery, 
where 1 was going? and when 1 answered, “To 
Paris,” desired to know what I would do there? 


I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly 
used, and saucy enough where I think myself treated 
with disregard, was very much piqued at their inso- 
lent and unmannerly behaviour, and began to reply 
to the impertinent questions very abruptly; so that 
a very tart dialogue would have ensued, had not 
the conversation been interrupted by a tall, thin, gen- 
teel young Trench nobleman, an officer in the army, 
who, chancing to come in, asked with great polite- 
ness, what 1 would please to have ? 1 then repeated 
my desire, and produced my passports, by which 
he learned who I was. He immedia tely gave orders 
that my coach should pass ; and afterwards visited 
me at Paris, having obtained my permission, and 
taking my address at parting; while the others, 
understanding my name and quality, asked pardon 
for their impolite carriage, which they told me was 
owing to the representation of the soldier, who gave 
them to understand, that I was a strolling actress. 

I could not help laugliing heartily at this mistake, 
which might have proceeded from the circumstances 
of my appearance, my Ibotman having been obliged 
to change hats with the peasant, and myself being 
without buckles in my shoes, and buttons in iny 
riding shirt, while my countenance still retained 
maiks of the fear and confusion I had undergone. 
After all, perhaps the fellow was a droll, and wanted 
to entertain himself at my expense. 

The day was so far consumed in these adventure.s, 
that 1 was obliged to take up my lodgings at 
Mechlin, where I addressed myself to tlie intendant, 
giving him an account of the disaster 1 had met 
with, and desiring I might have credit at the inn, 
as our whole company could not raise the value ot 
a sixpence. This gentleman, though a provincial, 
was polite in his way, and not only granted my 
request, but invited me to lodge at his own house. 

1 accordingly gave him my company at supper, 
hut did not choose to sleep at his quarters, because 
he appeared to he what the Trench call un vku 
'lehauvhe. 

Next day, he sent a trumpet to the general, with 
a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of retrieving 
what T had lost ; hut, notwithstanding all possible 
search, 1 was fain to put up with my damage, 
which, in linen, laces, clothes, and baubles, amounted 
to upwards of seven hundred pounds, a loss which 
never deprived me of one moment’s rest ; for 
though I lodged at a miserable inn, and lay in a 
paltry bed, 1 slept as sound as if nothing extra- 
ordinary had happened, after I had written to 
London and Taris, directing that the pa j ment of 
my hills of credit might be stopped. Indeed, I 
know but of two misfortunes in life capable of 
depressing my spirits, namely the loss of health 
and friends ; all others may he prevented or endured. 
The articles of that calamity which 1 chiefly 
regretted, were a picture of Lord W — m, and some 
inimitable letters from ]\Ir. 13 . 

Trom Mechlin T proceeded to Brussels, where, 
being known, I got credit for some necessaries, and 
borrowed twenty guineas to defray the expense of 
my journey to I’aris. Having consulted with my 
fr.ends, about the safest method of travelling 
through Tlanders, T was persuaded to take places 
in the public voiture; and accordingly departed, 
not without fears of finding one part of the country 
as much infested with robbers as another. Nor 
were these apprehensions assuaged by the con- 
versation of my fellow-travellers, who being of the 
lower sort of people, that delight in exaggerating 
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dangers, entertainod rae all the way with an 
account of all the robberies and murders which 
had been committed on that road, with many 
additional circumstances of their own invention. 

After having been two days exposed to this com- 
fortable conversation, among very disagreeable 
company, which is certainly one of the most dis- 
agreeable situations in life, I arrived at Lisle, where, 
thinking the dangerous part of tin* journey was now 
past, I hired a post chaise, and in two days more 
reached Paris without any further molestation. 

Upon iny arrival in the capital, I was immediately 
visited by my old acquaintances, who hearing my 
disaster, offered me their clothes, and insisted upon 
my wearing them, until I could be otherwise 
provided. They likewise engaged me in parties, 
with a view of amusing my imagination, that I 
might not grow melancholy in reflecting upon my 
loss ; and desired me to repeat the partieulars of 
my story forty times over, expressing great surprise 
at our not being murdered or ravished at least. 
As for this last species of outrage, the fear of it 
never once entered my head, otherwise I should 
have been more shocked and alarmed than 1 really 
was. But it seems this was the chief circumstance 
of my companion's apjirehension : and I eaanot 
help observing, that a homely woman is always 
more apt to entertain those fears, than one whose 
person exposes her to much more imminent danger. 
However, 1 now learned, that the risk I ran was 
much greater than 1 imagined it to be, those rufliaus 
being familiarized to rajie as well as murder. 

Soon after my appearance at Paris, I was favoured 
with the addresses of several French lovers ; but J 
never had any taste for foreigners, or indeed for 
any amusement of that kind, except such as were 
likely to he lasting, and settled upon a more agree- 
able footing than that of common gallantry. When 
I deviated from this principle, my conduct was the 
effect of compulsion, and therefore 1 was never 
easy under it, having been reduced to the alternative 
of two evils, the least of wliieh I w'as obliged to 
choose, as a man lea])s into the sea, in order to 
escape from a shijt that is on fire. 

Though 1 rejected their love, I did not refuse 
their company and conversation ; and though my 
health was considerably imjiaired by the shock J 
received in my last adventure, which was con- 
siderably greater than 1 at first imagined, and 
affected my companion so much, that she did not 
recover her spirits till she returned to England ; 1 
say, though 1 M^as for some time a valetudinarian, 
I enjoyed myself in great tranquillity for the space 
of ten months, during wdiieh I was visited by 
English, Scotch, and i>ench, of all parties and 
persuasions ; for pleasure is of no faction, and that 
W'as the chief object of my pursuit ; neitlier was T 
so ambitious of being a politician, as to employ my 
time and thoughts upon subjects which 1 did not 
understand. — 1 had admirers of all sides, and should 
have spent my time very much to my liking, had 
not I felt my funds sensibly diminish, without any 
prospect of their being repaired; for 1 had been 
obliged to lay out a great part of the sum allotted 
for my subsistence, in supplying my companion, 
my servant, and myself with necessaries, in lieu of 
those which we had lost. 

Having before my eyes the uncomfortable pro- 
spect of wanting money in a strange place, I found 
myself under the necessity of returning to England, 
where 1 had more resources than 1 could possibly 


have among foreigners ; and with tliat view wrote 

to Lord ’s agents, desiring that I might be 

enabled to discharge my obligations at Paris, by the 
payment of my pin-uioney. Thus a negotiation 
commenced, and his lordshij) promised to remit 
money for the clearance of my Paris debts, which 
amounted to four hundred pounds : but he would 
not advance one farthing more, though I gave him 
to understand, that, while he protracted the agree- 
ment, I must inevitably be adding to my en- 
cnmhranees, and that J should be as efi'eeUially 
detained by a debt of twenty pounds, as if 1 owed 
a thousand. Notwithstanding all my representations, 
he wtmld not part with one shiliing over the net 
sum which 1 at first stipulated; so that all my 
measures w'cre rendc'red abortive, and I found it 
altogether impracticabic* to execute those resolutions 
I had formed in his favour. 

Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarrass the 
woman for w'hom he professes the most unlimited 
love, ami whose principles he pretends to hold in 
the utmost veneration. Indeed his confidence in 
my integrity is not without foundation ; ibr many 
wives, with one lialf of my provocation, would 
have ruined him to all intents and purposes ; 
Avhereas, notwithstanding all the extraordinary 
expenses to which 1 have been exposed by his con- 
tinual persecution, he never j>aid a shilling on my 
account except one thousand pounds, exclusive 
of the small allowance wiiich was my due. In a 
word, so much time ehqised before my lord could 
pr(*vail upon himself to advance the hare four 
hundred, that 1 was involved in fresh difficulties, 
from which 1 found it impossible to extricate 
myself: and though I had occasion to write a letter 

to ni\ beiu'factor Jjord , in which I expressed 

m\ acknowledgment of past favours, I could not 
vent me to solicit more, even when I w'as encouraged 
by a very obliging answer, wdierein he declared, 
that tlie good qualities of my mind and heart would 
bind liim to me in friendship for ever. 

While 1 ruminated on my iincomfortahle situa- 
tion, which would neither ])(Tmit me to return 
to Jiingland, nor to stay much longer where 1 was, 
a young Englishman of iimnense fortune took 
]’aris in his way from Italy, accompanied by a 
most agreeable tScotchrnan of very good sense and 
great vivacity. It was my good or ill fortune to 
become aciiuainted with tlicsc gentlemen, who 
having seen me at the opera, expressed a desire of 
being known to me, and accordingly favoured me 
with a visit one afternoon, wdien the brisk North 
Briton engrossed the whole conversation, while the 
other seemed fearful and diffident even to a degree 
of hashfulness, through which, however, 1 could 
discern a delicate sensibility and uncommon under- 
standing. — There was in his person (which wuis 
very agreeable), as well as in his behaviour, a 
certain naivHv that was very pleasing ; and at this 
first interview', we relished each other’s company 
so well, that a sort of intimacy immediately com- 
menced, and was carried on in a succession of 
parties of pleasure, in the course of which I found 
him fraught with all the tenderness and sentiment 
that render the heart susceptible of the most refined 
love; a disposition that immediately made me 
partial to him, while it subjected his own heart to 
all the violent impressions of a passion, which I 
little imagined our correspondence would have 
produced. 

Nevertheless, I was far from being displeased 
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with my conquest, because liis person and qualifi- 
cations, as well as his manner of address, were very 
much to my liking, and recommended him in a 
particular manner to my afiection. Indeed, he 
made greater progress in my heart than I myself 
suspected ; for there was something congenial in 
our souls, which, from our first meeting, 1 believe, 
had attracted us, unknown to ourselves, under the 
notions of friendship and regard, and now disclosed 
itself in the most passionate love. 

I listened to his addresses, and we were truly 
happy. Ilis attachment was the quint(‘ssence of 
tendemess and sincerity, while his generosity knew 
no bounds. Not contented with having paid twelve 
hundred pounds on my account, in the space of 
on(‘ fortnight, he would have loaded me with pre- 
sent after present, had 1 not absolutely refused to 
accept such expensive marks of his munificence. 

I was even mortified at those instances of his li- 
berality, which my situation compelled me to 
receive, lest, being hut little acquainted with my 
[lisposition, he should susj)ect me of being interested 
in my love, and judgi' my conduct by the malicious 
reports of common fame, which, he afterwards 
iwned, had at first obtained such credit with him, 
that he believed our mutual attachment would not 
be of long duration. Rut, in this jiartieular, lu* 
was soon undeceived. Ilis lu'art, though naturally 
idapted for the melting passion, had hitherto 
•scajied untouched by a'l tlie ladies of Italy and 
France; and therelbre the first iinjiressions vere 
he more deeply fixed. As he was iin|)raetised in 
-he wavs of eomnioii gallantry and deceit, the 
driking simplicity in his character was the mon* 
ikely to engage the heart of one who knew the 
lerfidy of the world, and des])ised all the farce 
uid bombast of fasliionahle profession, which T 
bad always considered as the jdirase of vanity and 
ostentation, rather than the genuine lunguagi* of 
ove. Jlesides, gratitude had a oonsideralile share 
n augineiiting my affection, which manifested itself 

II such a XV arm, cordial, artless imiiiner, as iii- 
•reased his esteem, and rivelted his attachment; 
or he could easily jiereeive, from the whole tenor 
of my conduct, that my breast was an utter stranger 
o craft and dissimulation; jet I was at first fearful 
of eontraeting any engagement xvith him, because, 
oeing younger than me, he might he more apt to 
diange, and the world might he iiialieious enough 
.0 sui)pose I had practised njoon his inexperienee; 
but, eonseioiis of my own iiiti-grity, 1 set slander 
it defiariee, trusting to my owui behaviour, and his 
natural probity, for the continuance of his love. 
Ihough we did not live together in the same house, 
the greatest jiart of our time xvas spent in each 
other’s company; — we dined and supped at the 
same table, livipieiited public places, went u])on 
parties to the country, and nev<*r parted, but for a 
lew hours in the night, whieh we passed in the 
utmost impatience to meet again. 

In this agreeable manner did the days roll on, 
when my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jealousy 
w ith which I hap])cned to be seized. I had con- 
tracted an acquaintance with a young married lady, 
who, though her personal attractions xvere hut 
slender, was iqion the whole, an agreeable, cheerful, 
good-natured companion, xvith a little dash of the 
coquette in h(‘r composition. This w oinaii being in 
very indigent circumstances, occasioned by some 
losses her husband had sustained, no sooner had an 
opportunity of seeing and conx'crsing with my 


lover, than she formed the design of making a 
conquest of him. I should have forgiven her for 
this scheme, whatever pangs it might have cost 
me, had I believed it the effect of real passion ; but 
I knew her too wtII to suppose her heart was 
susceptible of love, and accordingly resented it. 
In the execution of lier plan, she neglected nothing 
which she thought capable of engaging his atten- 
tion. She took all opportunities of sitting near 
him at table, ogled him in the most palpable manner, 
directed lier whole discourse to him, trod upon his 
toes ; nay, 1 hdieve, squeezed his hand. My blood 
boiled at her, though my pride, for some time, 
enabled me to conceal my uneasiness; till at length 
her behaviour became so arrogant and gross, that 
I could no longer sujipress my indignation, and 
one day told my lover that 1 would immediately 
renounce his correspondence. 

He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected de- 
claration ; and, when he understood the cause of 
it, assured me, that, for the future, he would never 
exchange one xvord with her. Satisfied with this 
mark of his sincerity and regard, 1 released him 
from his promise*, xvhich he could not ])ossibly keep, 
while she and I lived upon any terms; and w*e 
eoiiflmied to x'isit each other as usual, though she 
still persisted in her endeavours to rival me in his 
afleetioii, and eontraeted an intimacy xvith iiis com- 
panion, xvho seemed to entertain a passion for her, 
that she might liave the more frequent ojiportunities 
of being among us; for she had no objection against 
fax'oiiring the addresses of both. One ex'Oiiing, 1 
rememher, we S(*t out in my coach for the opera ; 
and, in the xvay, this inamorata was so busy with 
her feet, that I w as incensed at her behaviour; and, 
when we arrived at the place, refused to alight; 
hut, setting them down, declared my intention of 
returning home immediately. She was so much 
pleased xvith this intimation, that she could not 
conceal the joy she felt at the thoughts of coii- 
x'ersing xvith him, uninterrupted by my presence ; 
an opportunity with xvhich I had nex'er favoured 
her before. This open exultation inf-rea'^ed n>x' 
anger and anxiety. I xvent home ; but, being still 
tortured with the reflection of having left them 
together, adjusted myself in the glass, though I 
was too angry to take notice of my own figure, and 
w'ithout farther delay returned to the opera. 

JIaxung inquired for the box in wdiieli they sat, 
T look iiossession of one that fronted them, and 
reconnoitring them, xvuthoiit being perceived, had 
the satisfaction of seeing him removed to as great 
a distance from her as tlie place xvould permit, and 
his head turned another wax . (’omposed by this 
examination, I joined them xvithout further scruple, 
when my young gentleman expressed great joy at 
ray appearance, and told me he xvas determined to 
have left the entertainment, and come in quest of 
me, had 1 not returned at that instant. 

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 
usual hints, and with her large hoop almost over- 
shadowed my loxTi’ from my view ; upon which 
my jealousy and wrath recurri'd xvith such violence, 
that I pulled the string as a signal for the coach- 
man to stop, with a view of getting out, and going 
home afoot; a step x\hich would have afforded 
a iiexv spectacle to the people of Paris. But 1 
reflected in a moment upon the folly of such a 
resolution, and soon recollected myself, by calling 
my pride to my assistance. I determined, however, 
that she should act no more scenes of this kind in 
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my presence, and that same night insisted apon my 
lover’s dropping all intercourse and connexion 
with this tormentor. He very cheerfully complied 
with my desire, and was even glad of an occasion 
to break off his acquaintance with a person about 
whom I had plagued him so much. 

Thus was 1 freed from the persecution of one of 
those creatures, who, though of little consequence 
in themselves, are yet the pests of society, and find 
means to destroy that liarmony which reigns be- 
tween two lovers, by the intrusion of a loose appe- 
tite, void of all sensibility and discretion ; having 
no feelings themselves, they cannot sympathise 
with that of other people, and do mischief out of 
mere wantonness. 

My lover being obliged to go to England, had 
settled me in a genteel house in Paris, with a view 
of returning when his affairs should be adjusted ; 
but, when the time of his departure approached, he 
began to be uneasy at the prospect of separation, 
and, in order to alleviate his anxiety, desired me to 
accompany him to Calais, Mdiere we staid together 
three or four days, during which the dread of 
parting became more and more intense ; so that we 
determined upon my following him into England by 
the first opportunity, where 1 should live altogether 
incog, that I might be concealed from the inquiries 
and attempts of my lord. Even after this resolu- 
tion was fixed, vre parted with all the agonies of 
lovers who desj)air of ever meeting again ; and the 
wind blowing very high after he had embarked, 
increased my fears. But, by the return of the 
packet-boat I was blessed with the report of his 
being safe arrived in England, and had the satis- 
faction of perusing his letters by every post. 

My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were entirely employed in eoncerting 
some i)rivate method of conveying myself to him. 
As I would not trust myself in the common packet, 
for fear of being discovered, after having ri‘volve(l 
divers schemes, 1 determined to transport myself 
in one of the Dutch fisliing-boats, though I knew 
the passage would he hazardous ; hut, in a case of 
such interesting couc(*rn, I overlooked all danger 
and inconvenience. Before I put this resolution 
in practice, 1 was so fortunate as to hear of a small 
English vessel, that arrived at Calais with a pri- 
soner of war, in which I embarked, with my com- 
panion and another lady, who lived with me for 
some time afterwards ; and, when yve came on 
hoard, discovered that the sliif) was no other than a 
light collier, and that lier whole company amounted 
to no more than three men. Nevertheless, though 
the sea was so rough, and the weather so unpro- 
mising, that no other boat yvould venture to put to 
sea, we set sail, and, between two storms, in about 
three hours arrived in safety in Dover. 

From hencemy first companion wenttoherfriends 
in the stage-coach, while the other lady and I hired 
an open post-chaise, though it snowed very hard, 
and, without any accident, perfonned our journey 
to London, where I met with my lover, who flew to 
my arms in all the transports of impatient joy; 
and, doubtless, I deserved his affection for the hard- 
ships, perils, and difficulties, I had undergone to be 
with him ; for I never scrupled to undertake any 
thing practicable, in order to demonstrate the sin- 
cerity of what I professed. 

In consequence of our plan, I assumed a fictitious 
name, and never appeared in public, being fully 
satisfied and happy in the conqiany and conver- 


sation of the man I loved ; and, when he went into 
the country, contented myself with his correspond 
dence, which he punctually maintained, in a series 
of letters, equally sensible, sincere, and affectionate. 

Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the season, he devoted the greatest part of his time 
to our mutual enjoyment ; left me with reluctance, 
when he was c^led away by indispensable busi- 
ness, and the civility which was due to liis ac- 
quaintance, and very seldom wont to any place of 
public entertainment, because I could not accom- 
pany and share with him in the diversion ; nay, 
so much did I engross his attention, that one even- 
ing, after he had been teased into an agreement of 
meeting some friends at a play, he went thither 
precisely at the appointed hour, and, as they did 
not arrive punctually at the very minute, he re- 
turned to me immediately, as much rejoiced at his 
escape as if he liad niet with some signal deliver- 
ance. Nor was his constancy inferior to the ardour 
of his love. We ^^ent once together to a ball m 
the llaymarket, where, in the midst of a thousand 
fine women, whose cliarms were enhanced by tbe 
peeuliarity of tbe dresses tiny wore, be remained 
unshaken, nnsedueed, ju'eserving bis attachment 
for me in spite of all teinj)tation. 

In the summer, he provided me witli a house in 
the neighbourhood of liis own ; but the accommo- 
dations being bad, and that country affording no 
other place fit for my residence, he bnuight me 
home to his own seat, and, by that step raised an 
universal clamour; though J saw no eoiupany, and 
led such a solitary life, that nothing but excessive 
love could have supjiork'd my spirits. Not but 
that he gave me as much of liis time as he could 
possibly spare from tlie necessary duties of paying 
and receiving visits, together with the avocations 
of hunting, and other country amusements, which 
I could not partake. Formerly, indeed, I used to 
hunt and shoot, hut 1 had left off both, so that 1 was 
now reduced to the alternative of reading and walk- 
ing by myself; but love made up for all deficiencies 
to me, who think nothing else north the living for! 
Had I been blessed nitli a partner for life, who 
could have loved sincerely, and inspired me with 

mutual flame, 1 would have asked no more of 
ate. Interest and ambition have no share in my 
composition ; love, wbicli is pleasure, or pleasure, 
which is love, makes up the wliole. A heart so 
disposed, canuot be devoid of other good qualitii*s ; 
it must be subject to tbe impressions of bumaiiity 
and benevolence, and enemy to nothing but itself. 
This you will give me leave to affinn, in justice to 
myself^ as I have frankly owned my failings and 
misconduct. 

I owards the end of summer, my heart was a 
little alarmed by u report that jirevailed, of my 
lover’s being actually engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage ; however, I gave little credit to this rumour, 
till I was ol)lig(;d to go to tow n about business, and 
there T heard the same information confidently 
affirmed. Though I still considered it as a vague 
surmise, I wrote to him an account of what I had 
heard ; and, in his answer, which is still in my pos- 
session, he assured me, with repeated vows and 
protestations, that the report was altogether false. 
Salisticd with this declaration, I returned to his 
house ; and, though the tale was incessantly thun- 
dered in my ears, still believed it void of all foiin- 
toion, till my suspicion was awakened by a very 
iuccasiderable circumstance. 
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One day, on his return from hunting, I perceived 
he had a very fine pair of Dresden ruffles on his 
shirt, which I could not suppose he would wear at 
such a rustic exercise; and, tlierefore, my fears 
took the alarm. When I questioned him about this 
particular of his dress, his colour changed ; and 
though he attempted to elude my suspicion, by im- 
puting it to a mistake of his servant, 1 could not 
rest satisfied with this account of the matter, but 
inquired into the truth with such eagerness and 
penetration, that he couid not deny he had been to 
make a visit, lly degrees, I even extorted from 
him a confession, that lie had engaged himself far- 
ther than he ought to have proceeded, without 
makiug me acquainted with his design, though he 
endeavoured to excuse his conduct, and pacify my 
displeasure, by saying, that the aftair would not be 
brought to bear for a great while, and, perhaps, 
might never come to a determination ; but he was 
in great confusion, and, indeed, hardly knew what 
he said. 

1 "Would have quitted his house that moment, had 
not he beforehand obtained a promise that 1 would 
take no rash resolution of tliat Kind, and juit it out 
of my power to ]>rocure aii} method of conveyance 
by which I could make my retreat. 1 gave no vent 
to reproaches, but only upbraided him with his 
liaving permitted me to return in ignorance to the 
eountiy, after I was once fairly gone ; upon which 
he swore that lie could not bear the thoughts of part- 
ing with me. 'fliis declaration w as a my sttuy at that 
time, but 1 have been since so fully satisfied of his 
reasons for his conduct, that 1 heartily acquit him 
of all injustice to me. -And, indeed, it is my sin- 
cere opinion, that, if even* youngman deserved to 
he hajipy, he is certainly entitled to that privilegi* ; 
and, if I may he allowed to Judge, has an heart siis- 
ceptihle of the most refined enjoyment. 

The violence of the grief and consternation which 
J suffered irom this stroke having a little subsided, 
J deliberated with myself about the measures 1 
should take, and detei’inmed to leave his house some 
day wlien he shoiihl he abroad. 1 Avas encouraged 
ill tliis resolution by the advice of our Scotch friend, 
who came about tins time from Loudon, on a visit 
to his fellow-traveller. We thought such an ab- 
rupt departure Avoiild he less shocking than to stay 
and take a formal Ic aA^e of my lover, liose heart 
was of such a delicate frame, that, after I told him 
1 should one day withdraw my\self in bis abseiiee, 
he never came home from the chase, or any other 
avocation, without trembling with apprehension 
that J had escaped. 

After he had be<*n some time aoeustomed to these 
fears by iny previous intimation, 1 at length de- 
camped in good earnest, though my heart ached 
upon the occasion, beenuse 1 left him loving and 
bidoved ; for liis affection was evident, notwith- 
standing the step he had taken by the advice and 
importunity of all his relations, w'bolaid a disagree- 
able restraint upon his inclinations, Avhile they 
consulted his interest in every other particular. 

While I halted in the next great town, until I 
could he supplied with fresh horses, 1 was visited 
by a gentleman who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover ; but a breach bad happened in their 
friendship, and he now came to complain of the 
treatment he had received. ]*erceiviiig that I was 
not in a humour to listen to his story, lie shifted 
the conversation to my own, and observed, that 1 
had been extremely ill used. 1 told him that 1 was 


of a different opinion ; that it was not only just, but 

expedient, that a young man of Mr. ’s fortune 

should think of making some alliance to strengthen 
and support the interest of his family ; and that I 
had nothing to accuse him of hut his letting me 
remain so long in ignorance of his intention. He 
then gave me to understand, that I was still igno- 
rant of a great part of the ill usage I had received ; 
aflirming, that, Avhile I lived in his house, he had 
amused himself with all the common women in that 
town, to some of whom this gentleman had per- 
sonally introduced him. 

At first, T could not believe this imputation ; hut 
he supported his assertion with so Jiiany convincing 
oirciimstances, that I could no longer doubt the 
truth of them ; and I felt so much resentment, that 
my love vanished immediately into air. Instead of 
proceeding on my journey to London, I went back 
a considerable way, and sent a message desiring to 
see him in a little bouse, about midway between his 
own habitation and the towm from whence 1 came. 
He obeyed my smninons, and appeared at the place 
appointed, Avhere 1 reproaelu'd him with great bit- 
terness. lie pleaded guilty to the charge, so fiir as 
aeknoAvledging that he had corresjionded witli 
other women lately, in ordi*r to get the better of 
his afieetion for me, hut the experiment had failed, 
and lu‘ found that he should be for ever miserable. 

I did not look upon this candid confession as a 
sutlieieiit atonement for bis past dissimulation, and, 
in the sharpness of my revenge, demanded a settle- 
ment, ANhich be periuiiptorily refused; so that for 
the present, Ave held (‘aeh (^ther in the utmost eon- 
teiu])t. Indeed, 1 afterwards despised myself for 
luy condescension, Mhich Avas oAving to the advice 
of my companion, siip])orted and inflamed by the 
spirit of resentment. Nevertheb'ss, lie begged that 
I would return to his house, or stay all niglit A\liere 
I was ; but J was deaf to bis entreaties, and, alt(*r 
a great deal of ironical civility on my side, I took my 
leave, and ac cut UAcay ; yet, before 1 .s(‘t out, 1 looked 
back, and saAV him on horseback, A\ith such an air 
of simplicity^ aiul truth, as called up a ])rofoui)d 
sigh, ii()tA>itlistanding all that had passed in our 
conversation. 

Upon iny arrival in London, I took lodgings in 
Leicester Fields, and aTlsA^ ered a letter A^ hieh 1 had 
some months before received from my lord, telling 
him that 1 Avoiild go home to him, Avithout stipulat- 
ing for any terms, to try what eflect my confidence 
Hould ha\"e upon his generosity. Tie readily em- 
braced the offer, and took a liouse in St. James’s- 
street, Avherc T proposed to comply with his bumour 
in every thing that was consistent with my own 
peace and tranquillity. 

Meanwhile, my lover passed his time very dls- 
agi’eeably in the country, A>iith his friend, of whom, 
it seems, he had conceived some jealousy^ which 
AA'as increased by a letter I wrote to that gentleman, 
till he was made acquaint(‘d Avith the contents, 
which he read oA^er forty times ; and then his pas- 
sion breaking out Aviih more violence tlmn ever, he 
I not only ex]>ressed bis feeling, in an epistle which 
! 1 immediately received, but when he came to town 
suffered such agonies of despair as 1 had never seen 

before, excejit in Lord H . It was then in my 

power to have taken ample revenge upon him, as 
well as upon my insolent rival, who had insisted 
upon ray^ leaving his house in a very abrupt manner, 
though he absolutely refused to gratify her malice, 
for he was now disposed to do any thing for my 



348 


THE ADVENTUllES OF 


satisfaction. But I knew liis worth, and had too 
much regard for his reputation to advise him to 
act inconsistent with his honour. 

About this time, many tender feelings and sorrow* 
ful partings happened between us, till the marriage 
knot was tied, when he sent me a bank note for a 
thousand pounds, by way of specimen, as he called 
it, of his friendship, and of what he w ould do for 
me, should I ever want his assistance. 1’his mark 
of his generosity 1 received in a most tender billet, 
which I shall never j)ail with, together with his 
picture set in diamonds. 

I now employed my thoughts in keeping measures 
with my lord ; we lay in the same apartment, and 
for the first four or five months 1 neither dined nor 
supped abroad above twiee ; and then he knew 
where I was, and approved of my company. But 
all this eoin|)laccncy and cireuius])ection had no 
effect upon his temper, which remained as capri- 
cious and dissatisfied as ever. Nay, to such a pro- 
voking degrt'c did tins unha])py humonr prevail, 
that one day, in the presence* of his lawyer, he ha- 
rangued u])on my niiseonduet since our last re- 
union ; ami very freely allirm(‘d, that every step I 
had taken, was diametrically opposite to his will. 

(kmseions of the pains ] had been at to please 
him, I w^as so incensed at these unjust inveelives, 
that, starting up, I told him he was a little dirty 
fellow ; and would hav(‘ left the house imnu‘diately, 
had not his law'yer, and others, who were in tlie 
room, interposed, and by dint of argument and im- 
portunity diverted me from in> purpose. I»y tlie 
bye, 1 have been informed by a person of rank, that 
my lord discovered exactly the same du'.position in 
his father’s lifetime, and only changed the suhjeel 
of his complaint from the word /(r^Ae/* to thatof /r//e. 
Indeed he takes all opporluiiities of ]»laguiiig 
iny clear parent, as he has just sagacity enough to 
know, that this is the most ellectual wa}^ he can 
take to distress me. 

After repeated trials, 1 have given up all liopes 
of making him happy, or of finding niyself (*asy in 
my situation, and Jive with him at jiresent to jiv^oid 
a greater ineonveuieiiee. Not that his ill-nature is 
all the grievance of whicli 1 eoiiijilain ; exclusive of 
the personal disgiet I entertain for him, his folly is 
of thatsjieeies wh.ch disobliges rather tliaii diverts, 
and his vanity and affectation altoi^vther intoler- 
able ; for fie actually helie\es himself, or at least 
w'ouJd impose himself ujxm mankind, as a pattern 
of gallantry and tiLste ; and, in point of business, a 
person of infinite sagacity and penetratioe. But 
tfie most ridiculous jiart of Ids eliaraeter is. Ids jire- 
teiided talent for polities, in which lie so deeply 
concerns himself, that he has dismissed many a good 
servant, heeause he snsjieeted him of having w rong 
connexions; a theme upon which he has often 
quarrelled wdthme, even almost to jiarting, accused 
me with liolding eorrespondenee with the Earls of 

B and C , and Air. 11 Y , though 

I never had the least ae(]uaintance wdth any of these 

gentlemen, except the Earl of , to whom 1 

have not spoken these ten years jiast. 

In short, 1 havi* often been at a loss to kiiow% 
w^hether he was more mad and malicious in those 
fits of enthusiasm, wdierein he seemed transported 
with zeal for the commonwealth, and tormented 
me with his admonitions out of all temper and 
patience. At length, however, I contrived an ex- 
pedient which freed me from these troublesome 
expostulations, and silenced him effectually op the 


score of politics. This was no other than an 
open avowal of being connected with all those 
people w hom 1 have named. Indeed, I knew him 
too well to believe there was any thing solid in Ida 
intention or professions, even when he carried him* 
self so far as to demand a private audience of the 
k — — , in order to communicate a scheme for sup- 
pressing the rebellion ; and that being denied, soli- 
cited the Duke of D ’s interest, for permission 

to raise and h(‘ad a regiment of Kentish smugglers. 
Nay, to such a pitch did his loyalty soar, that lie 
purchased a firelock of particular mechanism, cal- 
culated for the safety of the hearer, in ease he had 
been placed centinelat his Majesty’s door, and kept 
his horses ready caparisoned, wdth a view of at- 
tending his sovereign to the field, Notw ithstanding 
all these pompous preparations, had he been jiiit to 
the proof, lie wxmld have infallibly cn*pt out of his 
engagements, tlirongh some sneaking evasion, his 
imagination being very fertile in such saving pre- 
leiiees. Yet lie will talk sometimes so fervently, 
and even sensibly, on the suhji'ct, that a strang(*i* 
wouhl mistake him for a man of imderstandiiip, 
and determined zeal for the good of liis country. 

Since my last return io his house, that act of 
parliament passed, by which he was enabled to pay 
his debts, and, among the rest, a thousand pounds 
of my eoutraeting, the only burden of tliat kind I. 
ever entailed upon him, exelm ive of my pin-money, 
which w'as never regularly jiaid ; nor would he 
have been subject to this, had lu* not, by bis persi*- 
eution and pursuit, exposed me to an extraordinary 
expense. J liave also liad it in my power to reward 
some of my iaitliM Abigails ; in jiarticular, to 
relieve from extr/im* distress tliat maid to whom, 

as 1 have already oliservi'd, Lord H grant(*d 

an annuity, whieli she had sold ; so that sh<* w'as 
reduced to tlie most abject poverty, and J found lu‘r 
in a dismal hole, wuth tw'o infants jieri.diing for w ant ; 
a spectacle w'hieh drew tears from myieyi’s, and 
indeed could not but inaki* deep impression iqion 
an lieart like mine, wliieli the misery of niy fellow - 
creatures never failed to melt. 

Nor did 1 upon this occasion forget the attaeb- 
inent ami fi(l(‘lity of iny other woman Mrs. S 
who hearing 1 was robbed in iny passage through 
Flanders, had generously relinquished the allowanei 
I had settled upon her at ])arting. 'J’he exereise of 
such acts of humanity and l)enc\ olenee, and the 
pleasure of seeing my dear and U'lider parent often, 
in some measure alleviate the chagrin to wdiieh I 
am subject from the disagreeable disjiosition of my 
lord, wdio, consistent wdth his former inconsistency, 
upon our last reconciliation, cheerfully agreed to a 
proposal 1 made of having concerts in the house, 
and even apiproved of the scheme with marks of 
particular satisfaction. But before one half of the 
winter was exjiired, he found means to banish all 

tlie company, beginning wdth Lord li B- — , 

who, as he walked up stairs one evening, was stoj)- 
ped by a footman, wlio plainly told him he had 
orders to say to him in jiarticiilar, that his lordship 
was not at home ; yet tlie very next day, perceiv- 
ing that nobleman and me walking together in the 
park, he joins ns with an air of alacrity, as if no 
such thing had happened, and even behaved to 

Lord K with the most fawning complaisance. 

liis deportment was eipially absurd and imperti- 
nent to the rest of his friends, who forsook us gradu- 
ally, being tired of maintaining any friendly com- 
munication with such a disagreeable composition of 



PEREGlllNE riCKLE. 


349 


ignorance and arrogance. For my own part, I look 
upon him as utterly incorrigible ; and, as tatc had 
subjected me to his power, endeavour to make 
the bitter draught go down, by detaching myself as 
much as possible from the supposition that there is 
aiij such existence upon earth. Indeed, if I had 
not fatal experience to the contrary, I should he 
apt to believe that such a characler is not to be 
found among the sons of men ; because his conduct 
is altogether unaccountable by tlie known rules 
and maxims of life, and falls entirely under the 
poet’s observation, when he says, 

'Tis true, no ineaninp: puzzles more than wit 

Her ladyship having thus concluded her story, 
to the entertainment of the eomjiany, and the ad- 
miration of Peregrine, who expressed liis astonish- 
ment at the variety of adventures she had under- 
gone, which was such as lu‘ thought sullicient to 
destrc'y the most hardy and robust constitution, 
and therefore infinitely more than enough to ov(*r- 
whelm one of htn* delicate frame ; one of the 
gentlemen present roundly taxed lim* v\'ith want of 
candour, in supprc'ssing some circumstances of her 
lif(‘, w hich h(‘ thought essential in the consideration 
of her character. 

She reddened at this perem]»tory charge, which 
had an ('vident effect u])oii the countenances of 
the whole auditmee, when the accuser proceeded to 
explain his imputation, by observing, that, in the 
i'ourse of her narration, she had omitted to mention 
a thousjind acts of uncommon charity, of wl»ich he 
himself knew’^ her to he guilty ; and that she had 
concealed a great many advantageous proposals of 
marriage, w hich she might have accepted before 
she was engaged. 

The company w ere agreeably undeceived by this 
explanation ; whieli her ladyship aekiiowdedgcd in 
very polite terms, as a eompliment ecpially genteel 
and iinexp(*cted. And our hero, after having 
testified the sense he had of her complaisance and 
condescension, iu regaling him Avith a mark of her 
confidence and esteem, took his leave, and went 
home in a state of confusion and jicrplexit y ; 
for, from the circumstances of the tale he had 
heard, he ])lainly perci'ived, that her ladyship's 
heart was too didicatc to receive such incense, as 
he, in the cajKicity of an admirer, could at present 
])ay ; hcc.mse, tliough he had in some measure 
abridged the miipire of Fauilia in his owm breast, it 
was not ill his own juiwer to restrain it so eflec- 
tually, hut that it would interfere with any other 
sovereign w lioin his thoughts should adopt ; and, 

unless Jaidy could engross his whole love, 

time, and attention, lie foresaw that it Avould be 
impossible for him to support the passion which he 
might haA-e the good fortune to inspire. He Avas, 
moreover, deterred from declaring his love, liy the 
fate of her former admirers, Avho seemi'd to have 
been wound uji to a degree of euthiisiasiii, that 
looked more like the effect of eiiehantment. than 
the inspiration of human attractions ; an ecstacy 
of passion which he durst not venture to undergo. 
1I(‘ therefore resolved to combat Avith the im]>ves- 
sions be had already received, and if ])ossibIe, 
cultivate her friendship without soliciting her 
affection, lliit, before he could fix upon this de- 
termination, he desired to know the footing on 
which he stood in her opinion ; and, by the intel- 
ligence of Crabtree, obtained in the usual manner, 
understood that her sentiments of him were very 


favourable, though without the least tincture of 
love. He would have been transported Avith joy, 
had her thoughts of him been of a more tender 
texture ; though his reason w^as better pleased with 
the information he received ; in consequence of 
which he mustered up the ideas of his first pas- 
sion, and set them in opposition to those of this 
new and dangerous attachment ; by which means 
he kept the balance in iquilihrio^ and his bosom 
tolerably (piiet. 

ClIArTEK LXXXII. 

He i>crsuadcs Cailwallador to assume the character of a 
Magician, in wliich he acipiircs a great share of Reputa- 
tion, by his responses to Ihiee Females of Distinction, who 
se\eially consult the researches of liis Art, 

Ills heart being thus, as it Avere, susiiended betAveen 
tAvo objects that lessened the force of eaeli other’s 
attraction, he took this opportunity of enjojing 
some respite, and for tlie jiresent detached his 
senlimentN from both, resolving to indulge himself 
in the exercise of that practical satire wdiieh was 
so agreeable and peculiar to liis disposition. In 
this laudable determination he w'as confirmed by 
the rep<‘ated suggestions of his friend ('adw'allader, 
who taxed him Avith letting his talents rust in 
indolence, and stimulated his natural vivacity witli 
a suc<*eSbion of fresh discoveries in the w'orld of 
scandal. 

IVregrine was now seized Avith a strange Avbim, 
and when he communicated the conceit to Cad- 
Avallader, it in a moment acquired his approbation. 
’Phis notion he imparted in a proposal to subject 
the town to their ridicule, by giving responses to the 
cliaracter of a professed conjuror, to be personated 
by llie old misanthroju*, whose aspect w’as extremely 
Avell calculated for the purpose. The plan w'as 
inline liately adjusted in all its parts ; an apartment 
hired in a liouse aceoiumodatcd Avitb a public stair, 
so tli::t }»eopl(‘ might have free ingri'ss and egress, 
Avithout being exjiost'd to observation; ami this 
tenement Ixmig furnislied with tlie apparatus of a 
magician, such as glolies, telescopes, a magic lanl- 
liorii, a skeleton, a dried monkey, together witli 
tlie skins of an alligator, otter, ami snake, the con- 
juror himself took jiossessiou of bis castle, after 
iiaviug distributed printed advertisements contain- 
ing the particulars of his undertaking. 

'I'hese bills soon operated according to the Avish 
of the projectors. As the price of the oracle was 
fixed at half a guinea, the public naturally con- 
cluded that the author Avas no common fortime- 
teller; and the very next day, IVregrine found 
some ladies c)f his (juality acquaintance infected 
Avith the desire of making an cx])eriinent upon the 
skill of this new conjuror, Avho pretended to be 
just arrived from tin* JMogul’s emjiire, where lie 
had learned the art from a Jlracliinaii philosopher. 
Our young gentleman aflVclt'd to talk of the pre- 
tensions of tliis sage with ridicule and contempt, 
and wdth seeming reluctance undertook to aiiimd 
them to his ajiartment, observing, that it would be 
a A^ery easy matter to detect tlie fellow’s ignorance, 
and no more than common justice to chastise him 
for his presumption. Though he could easily per- 
ceive a great fund of credulity in the company, 
they affected to espous(‘ his opinion, and, under the 
notion of a frolic, agreed that one particular lady 
should endeuAmur to ballli* his art, by appearing 
before him in the dress of her woman, who should 
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at the same time personate her mistress, and be 
treated as such by our adventurer, who promised 
to squire them to the place. These measures being 
concerted, and the appointment fixed for the next 
audience day. Peregrine furnislied his friend with 
the necessary information ; and when tlie hour of 
assignation arrived, conducted his charge to this 
oraculous seer. 

They were admitted by our hero’s valet-dc- 
chambre, whose visage, being naturally meagre and 
swarthy, was adorned with artificial whiskers ; so 
that he became the Persian dress which he wore, 
and seemed a very proper master of the ceremo- 
nies to an ornamental necromancer. Having crossed 
his arms upon his breasts, with an inclination of 
the head, he stalked in solemn silence before them 
into the penetralia of the temple, where they found 
the conjuror sitting at a table, provided with pen, 
ink, and paper, divers books, mathematical instru- 
ments, and a long white wand lying , across -the 
whole. He was habited in a black gown and f-ir 
cap. His countenance, over and above a double 
proportion of philosophic gravity, which he had 
assumed for the occasion, was im])roved by a thick 
beard, white as snow, that reached to his middle, 
and upon each shoulder sat a prodigious large black 
cat which had been tutored for the pur})Ohe. 

Such a figure, which w^ould have startled Pere- 
grine himself, had not he been concerned in the 
mystery, could not fail to make an imj)ression upon 
those wdiom he accompanied. The fictitious cham- 
bermaid, in spite of all her natural pertness and 
vivacity, changed colour .when she entered the 
room, wdiile the pretended lady, whose intellects 
were not quite so enlightened, begati to tremble in 
every joint, and ejaculate petitions to heaven for 
her safety. Their conductor, advancing to the 
table, presented his offering, and, pointing to the 
maid, told him, that lady desired to know what 
would be her destiny in point of marriage. The 
philosopher, without lifting up his eyes to view the 
person in whose behalf he was consulted, turned 
his ear to one of the sable familiars that purred 
upon bis shoulder, and, taking up the pen, wrote 
upon a detached slip of paper these words, which 
Peregrine, at the desire of the ladies, repeated 
aloud ; “ Her destiny will, in a great measure, de- 
pend upon what hapjioiied to lier about nine o’clock 
in the morning on the third day of last I leeemher.” 

This sentence was no sooner pronounced, than 
the counterfeit lady screamed, and ran into the 
antechamber, exclaiming, “ t’hrist liave mercy upon 
us! Sure he is the de\il incaniate !” Her mis- 
tress, who folIoAved her with great eonsteriiatioii, 
insisted upon knowing the transaction to which 
the response alluded ; and ]\Irs. Abigail, after some 
recollection, gave her to understand that she had 
an admirer, wdio, on that very hour and day mt'n- 
tioned by the cunning man, had addressed himself 
to her in a serious projiosul of marriage. This 
explanation, however, was more ingenious than 
candid; for the admirer was no other than the 
identical Mr.Piekle himself, wlio was a mere dragon 
among the chambermaids, and in his previous in- 
formation communicated to his associate, had given 
an account of this assignation, with w hich he had 
been favoured by the damsel in question. 

Our hero seeing his company very much affected 
with the circumstance of the wizard’s art, wliieh 
hail almost frightened both mistri‘ss and maid into 
hysteric fits, pretended to laugh them out of their 


fears, by observing that there was nothing extra- 
ordinary in this instance of liis knowledge, which 
might have been acquired by some of those secret 
emissaries whom such impostors are obliged to 
employ for intelligence, or imparted by the lover 
himself, who had, perhaps, come to consult him 
about the success of his amour. Encouraged by 
this observation, or rather prompted by an insa- 
tiable curiosity, w^hich was proof against all sorts 
of apprehension, the disguised lady returned to the 
magician’s own apartment, and assuming the air of 
a pert chambermaid, “Mr. Conjurer,” said she, 
“ now you have satisfied my mistress, wdll you be 
so good as to tell me, if ever 1 shall be married ?” 
The sage, without the least hesitation, favoured her 
with an answer, in the following words; “You 
cannot be married before } ou are a widow ; and 
whether or not that will ever he the case, is a 
question which my art cannot resolve, because my 
fereknowlcdge exceeds not the term of thirty years.” 

This reply, which at once cut her oft* from her 
pleasing prospect of seeing herself indej)endent in 
the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a moment 
clouded her aspect; all her good humour was 
overcast, and she went away, without further 
enquiry, muttering in the rancour of her chagrin, 
that he was a silly impertinent fellovr, and a mere 
quack in his profession. Notwithstanding the pre- 
judice of this resentment, her conviction ^oon re- 
curred ; and when the report of his answers was 
made to those confederates by whom she had been 
deputed to make trial of his skill, they were uni- 
versally persuaded that his art was altogidiier supv*r- 
natural, though each affected to treat it with 
contempt, resolving in her own breast to have re- 
course to hin\ in private. 

In the meantime, the maid, though laid iiiidcr 
the most peremptory injunctions of secrecy, was so 
full of the circumstance wdiieli related to her ow n 
conduct, that she extolled his prescience, in whis- 
pers to all acquaintances, assuring them, that he 
had told her all the particulars of her life ; so that 
his fame was almost instantaneously conveyed, 
through a thousand different channels, to all parts 
of the town ; and the very next time he assuuu d 
the chair, his doors were besieged by curious 
people of all seels and dcnoininations, 

Xleing an old practitioner in this art, Cadwallader 
knew it would be impossible for him to support liis 
reputation in the promiscuous exercise of fortuiic- 
telliug, because every person that should eonie 
consult him would expect a sample of his skill re- 
lating to tilings past ; and it could not be supposed 
that he was accpiainted with the private coiifcms 
of every individual who might apply to him for 
that purpose. He therefore ordered his minister, 
wdioin he distinguished by the name of Hadgi 
Roiirk, to signify to all those wdio demanded en- 
trance, that his price was half-a-guinea ; and tliat 
all such as w'crc not disposed to gratify him with 
that consideration, would do well to leave the pas- 
sage free for the rest. 

This declaration succeeded to his w ish ; for this 
congregation consisted chiefly of footmen, cham- 
herinaids, prentices, and the lower class of trades • 
men, w ho could not afford to purchase prescience 
at such a price ; so that, after fruitless offers of 
shillings and half-erowms, they dropped off one by 
one, and left the field ojien for eustoirv*rs of a high 
rank. 

The first person of this species w ho appeared was 
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dressed like the wife of a substantial tradesman ; 
but this disguise could not screen her from the 
penetration of the conjurer, who at first sight knew 
her to be one of the ladies of whose coming he had 
been apprised by Peregrine, on the supposition that 
their curiosity was rather inflamed than alla}^cd by 
the intelligence they had received from his first 
client. This lady approached the philosopher with 
that intrepidity of countenance so conspicuous in 
matrons of her dignified sphere, and in a soft voice, 
asked with a simper, of what complexion her next 
child would be? 'fhe necromancer, who was per- 
fectly well acquainted with her private histoiy, 
forthwith delivered his response in the following 
(|uestion, written in the usual form : “ Ilow long hxs 
Ponipey the black been dismissed from your lady- 
ship’s service?” 

Endued as she was with a great share of that for- 
titude which is distinguished by the appellation of 
effrontery, her face exhibited some signs of shame 
and confusion at the receipt of this oracular interro- 
gation, by which she was convinced of his extra- 
ordinary intelligence ; and accosting him in a very 
serious tone, “ Doctor,” said she, “1 perceive you 
are a person of great abilities in the art you profess ; 
and therefore, without pretending to dissemble, 1 
will own you have touched the true string of my 
apprehensions. 1 am persuaded I need not be more 
particular in my impiiries. Here is a purse of 
money ; take it, and deliver me from a. most alarm- 
ing and uneasy suspense.” So saying, she dejiosited 
her offering upon the table, and waited for his 
answer, with a face of fearful expectation, w hile he 
was employed in w riting this sentence for her jieru- 
sal : “Though I see into the womb of time, the 
prospect is not perfectly distinct ; the seeds of future 
events lie mingled and confused. So that 1 am under 
the necessity of assisting my divination in some 
eases, by analogy and human intelligence ; and can- 
not possibly satisfy your present doubts, unless }OU 
W'ill condescend to make me privy to all those occur- 
rences which you think might have interfered with 
the cause of your ajiprehension.” 

^'lic lady having read the declaration, affected a 
small enu'tion of shyness and repugnance, and, seat- 
ing herself ujion a settee, after having cautiously 
infornu'd herself of the privacy of the apartment, 
gave such a detail of the succession of her lovers, as 
amazed while it entertained the necromancer, as 
w'cll as his friend I^ickle, who, from a closet in 
which he had eoneealed hiim->elf, overheard every 
sellable of her confession, (’adwallader listened to 
her story with a look of infinite importance and 
sagacity, and after a sliort pause told her, that he 
would not ])retend to give a categorical answer, 
until he should have deliberated maturely upon the 
various cireumstanees of the aflair; but if she 
would take the trouble of honouring him with ano- 
ther visit on his next public day, he hoped be should 
be able to give her full satisfaction. Conscious of 
the importance of her doubts, she could not help 
commending Lis caution, and took her leave, with 
it promise of returning at the appointed time. Then 
the conjurer being joined by his associate, they 
gave a loose to their mirth, which having indulged, 
they began to concert measures for inflicting some 
disgraceful punishment on the shameless and insa- 
tiate termagant who had so impudently avowed her 
own prostitution. 

They were interrupted, however, in tludr con- 
ference, by the arrival of a new guest, who being 


announced by Iladgi, our hero retreated to his 
Inrking-placc, and Cadwallader resumed his mys- 
terious appearance. This new client, though she 
hid her face in a mask, could not conceal herself 
from the knowledge of the conjurer, who by her 
voice re<;ogiji/ed her to be an unmarried lady of 
his own acquaintance. She had, within a small 
compass of time, made herself remarkable for two 
adventures, which had not at all succeeded to her 
expectation. Being very much addicted to play, she 
had, at a certain rout, indulged that passion to such 
excc.ss, as not only got the better of her justice, but 
idso of her circumspection ; so that she was unfor- 
tunately detected in her endeavours to appropriate to 
herself what was not lawfully her due. This small 
slip was attended w’ith another indiscTCtion, which 
hud likew isc an unlucky effect upon lier rci)utation. 
She had been favoured w ith the addresses of one of 
those hopeful heirs w^ho sw arm and swagger about 
town, under the denomination of bucks ; and, in the 
confidence of his honour, consented to be one of a 
party that made an excursion as far as Windsor, 
thinking hcrsc'lf secured from scandal by the com- 
pany of another young lady, who had also conde- 
seciidcd to trust her person to the protection of her 
admirer. The two gallants, in the course of this 
expedition, were said to use the most perfidiotr 
means to intoxicate the passions of th(>ir mistresses 
by mixing drugs with tlieir wine, which inflamec 
their constitutions to such a degree, that they fcL 
an easy sacrifice to the apju'lites of their con- 
ductors, who, upon their return to town, were so 
hast* and inhuman as to boast among their com- 
panions of the exploit tliej had achieved. Thus 
the story was circulated, with a thousand additional 
cireumstanees to the ])rejudiee of the sufferers, one 
of whom had thought projier to withdraw'^ into the 
coimtrj, until the scandal raised at her expeiist; 
should subside; while the other, who was not so 
fasily put out of countenance, resolvcff to outface 
the report, as a treacherous aspersion, invented by 
her lover as an excuse for his own ineonstanev 
and actually appeared in ])uhlic, as usual, till she 
found herself neglected by the greatest part of her 
aequaintance. 

In consequence of this disgrace, which she knew 
not whether to impute to the card affair, or to the 
last pa.s' she had committed, she now came to 
consult the conjurer, and signified her errand, by 
asking whether the cause of her present disquiet 
was of the tow n or the country ? Cadwallader at 
once perceiving her allusion, answered lu‘r question 
in these terms ; “ This honest w orld w ill forgive a 
ytmng gamester for indiscretion at play, hut a favour 
granted to a babbling coxcomb is an nniiardoiiahle 
offence.” This response she received with equal 
astonishment and chagrin ; and, fully convinced of 
the necromancer’s oinniscienee, implored his advice, 
touching the retrieval of her reputation ; upon 
which ho counselled her to wed with the first 
opportunity. She seemed so w’cll pleased with hig 
admonition, that she gratified him w ith a double 
lee, and, dropping a low' curtsey, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it high time to 
silence the oracle for the da>, and ITadgi was ac- 
cordingly ordered to exclude all comers, while 
Peregrine and his friend renewed the deliberations 
w'liich had been interrupted, and settled a plan of 
operations for the next occasion. Meanwhile it 
was resolved that Iladgi should not only exercise 
his own talents, but also employ inferior agents, 
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in procuring general intelligence for the support of 
their scheme; that the expense of this ministry 
should be defrayed from the profits of their pro 
fessions ; and the remainder be distributed to poor 
families in distress. 

CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

Peregrine and his friend Cadwalladcr proceed in the exercise 
of the mystery of fortimetelling, In the course of which 
titey achieve various adventures. 

These preliminaries being adjusted^ our hero 
forthwith repaired to a card assembly, which was 
frequented by some of the mtist notable gossips in 
town, and having artfully turned the conversation 
upon the subject of the fortuneteller, whose talents 
he pretended to ridicule, incensed their itch of 
knowing secrets to such a degree of impatience, 
that their curiosity hecame flagrant, and he took it 
for granted, that all or some of them would visit 
Albuinazar on his very first visiting day. While 
J\*regriiie was thus engaged, his associate made his 
appearance in another convocation of fashionable 
people, where he soon had the pleasure of hearing 
the conjurer brought upon the carpet h\ an elderly 
gentlewoman, remarkable for lior inquisitive dis- 
position, wlio addressing herself to Cladwallader, 
asked, by the help of the finger-alphabet, if he 
knew any thing of tlie magician that made such a 
noise in town? The misanthrope answered, as 
usual, in a surly tone: “Ry your question you 
must either take me for a j)imj) or an idiot. What, 
in the name of iions^mse, should 1 know of such a 
rascal, unless I were to court his acquaintance with 
11 view to feast my own sjileen, in seeing him fool 
the whole nation out of their money ? Though, I 
suppose, his chief profits arise from his practice, in 
quality of pander. All fortunetellers are hav^ds, 
and, for that reason, are so much followed by peopl^* 
of fashion. This fellow, 1 warrant, has got sundry 
convenient apartments for tlie benefit of procrea- 
tion; for it is not to be supposed that those who 
visit him on the pretence of consulting his sujmt- 
■naturJil art, can be such fools, such drivellers, as 
to believe that he cun actually prognosticate future 
events.” 

, The company, according to liis expectation, im- 
puted his remarks to the rancour of his disposition, 
which could not hear to think that any person upon 
earth w^as wdser than himself; and his ears were 
regaled with a thousand instances of the conjurer’s 
wonderful prescience, for which he vas altogether 
indebted to fiction. Some of these specimens being 
communicated to him by way of aj)peal to his 
opinion, “ They are,” said he, “ mere phantoms of 
ignorance and credulity, swelled up in the repeti- 
tion, like those unsubstantial bubbles wliieh the 
boys blow up in soap-suds with a tobacco-pipe. 
And this will ever be the case in the propagation 
of all extraordinary intelligence. The imagination 
naturally magnifies every object that falls under its 
cognizance, especially those that concern the pas- 
sions of fear and admiration ; and when the occur- 
rence comes to he rehearsed, the vanity of the 
relater exaggerates every circumstance in order to 
enhance the importance of the communication. 
Thus an incident, which is but barely uncoininon, 
often gains such accession in its progress tlirough 
the fancies and mouths of those who represent it, 
that the original fact cannot possibly he distin- 
guished. 'J’his observation might be proved and 


illustrated by a thousand undeniable examples, out 
of which I shall only select one instance, for tho 
entertainment and edification of the company. A 
very honest gentleman, remarkable for the gravity 
of his deportment, was one day in a certain coffee- 
house accosted by one of his particular friends, 
who, taking him by the hand, expressed uncommon 
satisfaction in seeing him abroad, and in good 
health, after the dangerous and portentous malady 
he had undergone. Surprised at this salutation, 
the gentleman replied, it was true he had been a 
little out of order over-night, fijat there was nothing 
at all extraordinary in his indisj)Osition. ‘Jesu! 
not extraordinary!’ cried the other, ‘when you 
vomited three black crows.’ This strange ex- 
clamation the grave gentleman at first mistook for 
raillery, though his friend was no joker; but per- 
ceiving in him all the marks of sincerity and 
astonishment, he suddenly changed his opinion, 
and, after a short reverie, taking liim aside, ex- 
pressed liimself in these words — ‘ Sir, it is not 
unknow’n to you that 1 am at present engaged in a 
treaty of marriage, wdiieli would have been settled 
long ago, had it not h('en retarded by the repeated 
machinations of a e(‘rtain person wdio ])rofesse(l 
himself my rival. Now 1 am fully persuaded that 
this afiair of the three crows is a story of his inven- 
tion, calculated to i>r(‘judiee me in the opinion of 
the lady, who, to be sure, would not choose to marry 
a man who has a rookery in his boAvels ; and 
therefore I must insist upon knowing your author 
of this scandalous rejiort, that I may be able to 
vindicate my character from the inalieioiis asper- 
sion.’ liis friend, who thonghl the demand w^as 
. very reasonable, told liiin, without hesitation, that 
he was made acquainted with the circumstances of 
his distemper by IMr. Sneh-a-oiie, their common 
aeqiiaintanee ; upon whieb the perron who con- 
ceived himself injured went imnu‘diately iif quest 
of his supposed defamer, and, having found him, 
‘ Pray, sir,’ said he, with a jioreraptory tone, ‘ who 
told you that I vomited three black crows?’ — 
‘Three?’ answered tlie gentleman, ‘1 mentioned 
two only.” — ‘Zounds! Sir,’ cried the otlier, in- 
censed at his itidiirereiiee, ‘jon will find thi‘ two 
too many, if you refuse to discover the villauous 
source of such calumn}^.’ The gentleman, surprised 
at his heat, said he Avas sorry to find he had been 
the accidental instrument of giving liini oftence, 
but translated the blame, if any there A^as, from 
himself to a third person, to Avhose information he 
OAved his knowledge of the report. Tlie ])laintiff, 
according to the direction he recciv('d, repaired to 
the house of the accused ; and his indignation being 
inflamed at finding the story had already circulated 
among his acquaintance, he told liini, w ith evident 
marks of displeasure, that he wuis come to pluck 
the same brace of crows whicli he said he had 
disgorged The defendant seeing him very much 
irritated, positively denied that he had mentioned 
a brace: ‘One indeed,’ said he, ‘I own I t lok 
notice of, upon the authority of your own jdiysician, 
Avho gave me an account of it this morning.’- - 
‘ By the Lord!’ cried the sufferer, in a rage, which 
he could no longer contain, ‘ that rascal has been 
suborned by my rival to slander my character in 
this manner ; but I’ll he revenged, if there he either 
law or equity in England.’ He had scarce pro- 
nounced these v/orcls, when the doctor happened to 
enter the room : when his exasperated patient lift- 
ing up his cane, ‘Sirrah,’ said he, ‘if! live, I’U 
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make that black crow the blackest circumstance of 
thy whole life and conversation/ The physician, 
confounded at this address, assured him that he was 
utterly ignorant of his meaning, and when the 
other gentleman explained it, absolutely denied the 
charge, affirming he had said no more than that he 
had vomited a quantity of something as black as a 
crow. The landlord of the house acknowledged 
that he might have been mistaken; and thus the 
whole mystery was explained. 

The company seeming to relish the story of the 
three black crows, which tliey considered as an 
impromptu of Cadwallader’s own invention; but, 
granting it to be true, they unanimously declared 
that it could have no weight in invalidating the tes- 
timony of divers persons of honour, who had been 
witnesses of the magician’s supernatural skill. On 
the next day of consultation, the necromancer being 
in the chair, and his friend behind the curtain, the 
outward door was scarce opened, when a female 
visitant flounced in, and discovered to the magi- 
cian the features of one of those inquisitive ladies, 
whose curiosity, he knew', his confederate had 
aroused in the manner above described. She ad- 
dressed herself to him with a familiar air, observing, 
that she had heard much of his great knowledge, 
and was come to be a witness of his art, which she 
desired him to display, in declaring what he knew 
to be her ruling passion. 

Cadwallader, wdio was no stranger to her dis- 
position, assumed the pen without hesitation, and 
furnished her with an answer, importing, that the 
love of money predominated, and scandal possessed 
the next place in her heart. Ear from being of- 
fended at his freedom, she commended his frank- 
ness with a smile ; and, satisfied of his uncommon 
talents, expressed a desire of being better acquainted 
with his person ; nay, she began to cctechise him 
upon the private history of divers great families, in 
which he happened to be well versed ; and he, in a 
mysterious manner, dropt such artful hints of his 
knowledge, tliat she was amazed at his capacity, 
and actually asked if his art was communicable. 
The conjurer replied in the affirmative ; but, at the 
same time, gave her to understand, that it was 
attainable by those only who were pure and unde- 
filed in point of chastity and honour, or such as, by 
a long course of penitence, had weaned themselves 
from all attachments to the flesh. IShe not only 
disapproved, but seemed to doubt the truth of this 
assertion ; telling him, with a look of disdain, that 
his art was not worth having, if one could not use 
It for the benefit of one’s pleasure ; she had even 
penetration enough to take notice of an inconsis- 
tency in what he had advanced ; and asked, why 
he himself exercised his knowledge for hire, if he 
was so much detached from all worldly concerns ? 
“ (/ome, come, doctor,” added she, “ you are in the 
right to be cautious against impertinent curiosity, 
hut, perhaps, I may make it w^orth your while to 
be communicative.” 

These overtures were interrupted by rap at the 
door, signifying the approach of anotlier client; 
upon which the lady inquired for his private pas- 
sage through which she might retire, without the 
risk of being seen^ When she understood he was 
deficient in that convenience, she withdrew into an 
empty room adjoining to the audience-chamber, in 
order to conceal herself from the observation of 
the new comer. This was no other than the ina- 
piorata, who came, by appointment, to receive the 


solution of her doubts ; and the misantliropel glad 
of an opportunity to expose her to the censure of 
such an indefatigable minister of fame as the per- 
son who he knew would listen from the next apart- 
ment, laid her under the necessity of refreshing his 
remembrance with a recapitulation of her foraier 
confession, which was almost finished, when she 
was alarmed by a noise at the door, occasioned by 
two gentlemen, who attempted to enter by force. 

Terrified at this uproar, which disconcerted the 
magician himself, she ran for shelter into the place 
which was pre-occupied by the other lady, who, 
hearing this disturbance, had closed the window- 
shutters, that she might have the better chance of 
remaining unknown. Here they ensconced them- 
selves in the utmost consternation, while the necro- 
mancer, after some recollection, ordered Hadgi to 
open the door, and admit the rioters, who, he hoped, 
would be overawed by the authority of his appear- 
ance. The janitor had no sooner obeyed his in- 
structions, than in rushed a young libertine, who 
had been for some time upon the town, together 
with his tutor, who was a worn-out debauchee, 
well known to the magician. They were both in 
that degree w intoxication necessary to prepare 
such dispositions for what they commonly call fro- 
lics, and the sober part of mankind feel to be extra- 
vagant outrages against the laws of their countrj', 
and the peace of their fellow -subjects. Having 
staggered up to the table, the senior, who under- 
took to be spokesman, saluted Cadw allader with, 

“ How do’bt do, old Capricorn ? Thou seem’st to 
be a most venerable pimp, and, I doubt not, hast 
abundance of discretion. Here is this young wdiore- 
master, a true chip of the old venereal block his 
father, and myself, come for a comfortable cast of 
thy function. J don’t mean that stale pretence of 
conjuring — d — n futurity ; let us live for the pre- 
sent, old Haly. Conjure me up a couple of hale 
wenches, and, I w arrant we shall get into the 'magic 
circle in a twinkling. What says Galileo ? What 
says the Reverend Brahe? Here is a purse, you 
pimp. Hark, how it chinks 1 This is sweeter 
than the music of the spheres.” 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencontre, 
made no reply ; but, taking up his wand, waved it 
around his head in a very mysterious motion, with 
a view of intimidating these forward visitants, who, 
far from being awed by this sort of evolution, be- 
came more and more obstreperous, and even threat- 
ened to pull him by the beard, if he would not 
immediately comply with their desire. Had he 
called his associate, or even Hadgi, to his aid, he 
knew he could have soon calmed their turbulence ; 
but, being unwilling to run the risk of a discovery, 
or even of a riot, he bethought himself of chastising 
their insolence in another manner, that would be 
less hazardous, and rather more effectual. In con- 
sequence of this suggestion, he pointed his wand 
towards the door of the apartment in which the 
ladies had taken sanctuary ; and the two rakes, un- 
derstanding the hint, rushed in without hesitation. 

The females, finding their place of retreat taken 
by assault, ran about the room in great conster- 
nation, and were immediately taken prisoners by 
the assailants, who, pulling them towards the win 
dows, opened the shutters at the same instant ^ 
time, when, strange to tell ! one of the heroes dis- 
covered in the prize he had made, the very wife of 
his bosom ; and his companion perceived that he 
had stumbled in the dark upon his own mother. 
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Their mutual astonishment was unspeakable at this 
eclaircissement, which produced an imiversal silence 
for the space of several minutes. During this pause, 
the ladies having recollected themselves, an expos- 
tulation was begun by the elder of tlie two, who 
roundly took her son to task for his disorderly life, 
which laid her under the disagreeable necessity of 
watching his motions, and detecting him in such an 
infamous place. 

While the careiul mother thus exercised her talent 
for reprehension, the hopeful young gentleman, 
with an hand in each fob, stood whistling an opera 
tune, without seeming to pay the most profound 
regard to his parent’s reproof; and the other lady, 
in imitation of such a consummate pattern, began 
to open upon her husband, wliom she bitterly re- 
proached with his looseness and intemperance, 
demanding to know what he had to allege in alle- 
viation of his present misconduct. The surprise 
occasioned by such an unexpected meeting, had 
already, in a great measure, destroyed the effects of 
the wine he had so plentifully drank, and the first 
use he made of his recovered sfbriety, was to re- 
volve within himself the motives th^ could jiossi- 
bly induce his wife to give him the rendezvous in 
this manner. As he had good reason to believe 
she was utterly void of jealousy, he naturally 
placed this rencontre to the account of another 
passion ; and his chagrin was not at all impaired 
by the effrontery with which she now presumed to 
reprimand him. He listened to her, therefore, with 
a grave or rather grim aspect ; and to the question 
with which she concluded her rebuke, answered, 
with great composure, “ All that I have to allege, 
madam, is, that the bawd has committed a mistake, 
in consequence of which we are both diaappointed; 
and so, ladies, your humble servant.” 8o saying, 
he retired, with manifest confusion in his looks ; 
and as he passed through the audience-chamber, 
eyeing the conjurer askance, pronounced the epi- 
thet of prccioMsrtiA'ca/,.wii,h great emphasis. Mean- 
while, the junior, like a dutiftil child, handed his 
mamma to her chair ; and the other client, after 
having reviled the necromancer, because he could 
not foresee this event, went away in a state of mor- 
tification. 

The coast being clear. Peregrine came forth from 
his den, and congratulated his friend upon the 
peaceable issue of the adventure which he had 
overheard ; but, that he might not be exposed to 
such inconvenience for the*future, they resolved, 
that a grate should be fixed in the middle of the 
outward door, through whicli the conjurer liimself 
might reconnoitre all the visitants, before their 
admission ; so that, to those whose a])pearancc he 
might not like, Hadgi should, without opening, give 
notice, that his master was engaged, lly this ex- 
pedient too, they provided against those difficulties 
which Cadwallader must have encountered, in 
giving satisfaction to strangers, whom he did not 
know: for the original intention of the founders 
was to confine the practice of their art to people of 
^Eushion only, most of whom were personally known 
to the counterfeit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed these associates, Cadwallader^ in par- 
ticular, notwithstanding his boasted Insight into 
the characters of life, never imagined that his 
pretended skill would be consulted by any but the 
weaker minded of the female sex, incited by that 
spirit of curiosity which he knew was implanted in 
their nature ; but, in the course of his practice, he 


found himself cultivated in his preternatural ca- 
pacity by people of all sexes, complexions, and 
degrees of reputation, and had occasion to observe, 
that, when the passions are concerned, howsoever 
cool, cautious, and deliberate the disposition may 
otherwise be, there is nothing so idle frivolous, or 
absurd, to w^hich they will not apply for encourage- 
ment and gratification. TJie last occurrence, ac- 
cording to the hopes and expectation of the 
confederates, was whispered about by tlie ladies 
concerned, in such a manner, that the whole affair 
was in a few days the universal topic of discourse, 
in w hich it was retailed w ith numberless embellish- 
ments, invented by the parties themselves, who had 
long indulged a j)ique at each other, and took this 
opportunity of enjoying their revenge. 

These incidents, while they regaled the spleen, 
at the same time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was described on both sides as a 
very extraordinary person in his way; and the 
alteration in his door was no sooner performed, 
than he had occasion to avail Jiimself of it, against 
the intrusion of a great many, with whom he would 
have found it very difficult to support the fame he 
had acquired. 

Among those who appeared at his grate, he ])er- 
ceived a certain clergyman, whom he ha«l long 
known an hiimhle attendant on the great, and with 
some the rei)iited minister of their pleasures. This 
Levite had disguised himself in a great coat, hoots, 
and dress quite foreign to the habit worn by those 
of his function ; and, being admitted, attempted to 
impose himself as a country squire upon tlie con- 
juror, who, calling him by his name, desired him to 
sit dowm. 'Hiis r(‘ception corresponding with the 
report he had heard, touching our magician’s art, 
the doctor said he would lay aside all dissimulation. 
After having professed an implicit belief, that his 
supernatural knowledge did not proceed from any 
communication with evil spirits, hut was the im- 
mediate gift of heaven, he declared the intention 
of his coming, was to inquire into the health of a 
good friend and brother of his, who possessed a 
certain living in the country, which he named; 
and, as he was old and infirm, to know what space 
of time was allotted to liim in this frail state of 
mortality, that he might have the melancholy sa- 
tisfaction of attending him in his last moments, and 
assisting him in liis preparations for eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the purport 
of this question, after a solemn pause, during whicli 
he seemed absorbed in contemplation, delivered 
this response to his consulter : “ Though I foresee 
some occurrences, 1 do not pretend to he omniscient. 
I know not to what age that clergyman’s life will 
extend ; hut so far I can penetrate into the womb 
of time, as to discern, that the incumbent will 
survive his intended successor.” 'J'his dreadful 
sentence in a moment banished the blood from the 
face of the appalled consulter, who, hearing his own 
doom pronounced, began to tremble in every joint; 
he lifted up his eyes in the agony of fear, and 
saying, “ The will of God ho done,” withdrew in 
silent despondence, liis teeth chattering with terror 
and dismay. 

This client was succeeded b 3 tan old man about 
the age of seventy-five, who being resolved to 
purchase a lease, desired to be determined in the 
term of years by the necromancer’s advice, ob- 
serving, that, as he had no children of his own 
body, and had no regard for bis heirs at law, tha 
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jnirchase would be made with a view to his own 
convenience only; and therefore, considering his 
age, he himself hesitated in the period of the lease, 
between thirty and threescore years. 

The conjurer, upon due deliberation, advised him 
to double the last specified term, because he distin- 
guished in his features something portending ex- 
treme old age and second childhood, and he ought 
to jirovide for that state of incapacity, which other- 
wise would be attended with infinite misery and 
affliction. The superannuated wretch, thunderstruck 
with this prediction, held up his hands, and in the 
first transports of his apprehension, exclaimed, 
** Lord have mercy upon me ! I have not where- 
withal to purchase such a long lease, and f have 
long outlived all my friends ; what then must be- 
come of me, sinner that I am, one hundred and 
twenty years hence !” Cadwallader, who enjoyed 
his terror, under pretence of alleviating his con- 
cern, told him that what he had prognosticated did 
not deprive him of the means which he and every 
person had in their power, to curtail a life of mis- 
fortune ; and the old gentleman went away, seem- 
ingly comforted with the assurance, that it would 
always be in his power to employ an halter for his 
own deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magician 
was visited by one of those worthies known among 
the Romans by the appellation of Heredipcies^ who 
had amassed a large fortune by a close attention to 
the immediate wants and weakness of raw inex- 
perienced heirs. This honourable usurer had sold 
an annuity upon the life of a young spendthrift, 
being thereto induced by the afiirmation of his 
physician, who had assured him his patient’s con- 
stitution was so rotten, that he could not live one 
year fo an end. lie had, nevertheless, made shift 
to weather eighteen months, and now seemed more 
vigorous and healthy than he had ever been known : 
for he was supposed to have nourished an heredi- 
tary pox from his cradle. Alarmed at this altera- 
tion, the seller came to consult (cadwallader, not 
only about the life of the annuitant, but also con- 
cerning the state of his health at the time of his 
purchasing the annuity, purposing to sue the phy- 
sician for false intelligence, should the conjurer 
declare that the young man was sound when the 
doctor pronounced him diseased. But this was a 
piece of satisfaction he did not obtain from the 
misanthrope, who, in order to punish his sordid 
disposition, gave him to understand, that the phy- 
sician had told him the truth, and nothing but the 
truth ; and that the young gentleman was in a fair 
way of attaining a comfortable old age. “ That is 
to say,” cried the client, in tlic impatience of his 
mortification at this answer, “ bating accidents ; 
for, thank God, the annuitant does not lead the 
most regular life. Besides, I am credibly informed 
he is choleric and rash, so that he may be concerned 
in a duel. Then there are such things as riots in 
the street, in wdiich a rake’s skull may be casually 
cracked ; he may be overturned in a coach, overset 
in the river, thrown from a vicious horse, over- 
taken with a cold, endangered by a surfeit; but 
what I place my chief confidence in, is an hearty 
pox, a distemper which hath been fatal to his whole 
family. Not but that the issue of all these things 
is uncertain, and expedients might be found which 
would more effectually answer the purpose. I 
know they have arts in India, by which a man can 
secure his cwn interest, in the salutation of a 


friendly shake by the hand ; and I don’t doubt that 
you, who have lived in that country, are master of 
the secret. To be sure, if you was inclined to com- 
municate such a nostrum, there are abundance of 
people who would purchase it at a very high price.” 

Cadwallader understood this insinuation, and was 
tempted to amuse him in such a manner as would 
tend to his disgrace and conlusion ; but, consider- 
ing that the case was of too criminal a nature to 
be tampered with, he withstood his desire of pun- 
ishing this rapacious cormorant any other way than 
by telling him he would not impart the secret for 
his whole fortune ten times doubled ; so that the 
usurer retired, very much dissatisfied with the issue 
of his consultation. 

The next person who presented himself at this 
altar of intelligence, was an author, who recom- 
mended himself to a gratis advice, by observing, 
that a prophet and poet were known by the same 
appellation among the ancients ; and that, at this 
day, both the one and the other spoke by inspiration. 
The conjurer refused to own this affinity, which, 
he said, formerly subsisted, because both species of 
the Votes w^re the children of fiction ; but as he 
himself did not fall under that predicament, he 
begged leave to disown all connexion with the 
family of the poets ; and the poor author would 
have been dismissed without his errand, though he 
offered to leave an ode as security for the magician’s 
fee, to be paid from the profits of liis first third 
night, had not Cadwallader’s curiosity prompted 
him to know the subject of this gentleman's inquiry, 
lie therefore told him, that, in consideration of his 
genius, he would for once satisfy him without a 
fee ; and desired him to specify the doubts in which 
he wished to be resolved. 

The son of Parnassus, glad of this condescension, 
for which he thanked the necromancer, gave him to 
understand, that he had some time before presented 
a play in manuscript to a certain great man, at the 
head of taste, who had not only read and approved 
the performance, but also undertaken to introduce 
and support it on the stage ; that he, the author, was 
assured by this patron, that the play was already, 
in consequence of his recommendation, accepted by 
one of the managers, who had faithfully promised 
to bring it to light ; but that when he waited on 
this said manager, to know when he intended to 
put his production in rehearsal, the man declared 
he had never seen or heard of the piece. “ Now, 
Mr. Conjurer,” said he, “ I want to know whether 
or not my play has been presented, and if I have 
any sort of chance of seeing it acted this winter.” 

Cadwallader, who had, in his younger days, 
sported among the theatrical muses, began to lose 
his temper at this question, which recalled the 
remembrance of his own disappointments ; and 
despatched the author with an abrupt answer, im- 
porting that the affairs of the stage were altogether 
without the sphere of his divination, being entirely 
regulated by the damions of dissimulation, igno- 
rance, and caprice. 

It would be an endless task to recount every in 
dividual response which our magician delivered in 
the course of his conjuration. He was consulted 
in all cases of law, physic, and trade, over and 
above the ordinary subjects of marriage and forni- 
cation ; his advice and assistance were solicited by 
sharpers, who desired to possess an infallible me- 
thod of cheating unperceived ; by fortune-hunters, 
who wanted to make prize of widows and heiresses; 
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by debauchees, who were disposed to lie with other 
men's wives; by coxcombs, who longed for the 
death of their fathers ; by wenches with child, who 
wished themselves rid of their burdens ; by mer- 
chants, who had insured above value, and thirsted 
after the news of a wreck ; by underwriters, who 
prayed for the gift of prescience, that they might 
venture money upon such ships only as should per- 
form the voyage in safety ; by Jews, who W'anted 
to foresee the fluctuations of stock ; by usurers, 
who advance money upon undecided causes ; by 
clients, who were dubious of the honesty of their 
counsel. In short, all matters of uncertain issue 
were appealed to this tribunal ; and, in point of 
calculation, De Moivre, was utterly neglected. 

CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

The Conjurer and his Associate execute a plan of Vengeance 

agaiiifit certain Infidels who pretend to despise their 

Art; and Peregrine achieves an Adventure with a young 
Nobleman. 

Bv these means, the whole variety of characters, 
undisguised, passed, as it were, in review before the 
confederates, who, by divers ingenious^ontrivances, 
punished the most flagrant offenders with as much 
severity as the uaturc of their plan w ould allow. At 
length they projected a scheme for chastising a num- 
ber of their own acquaintance, who had all along 
professed the utmost contempt for the talent of this 
conjurer, which they endeavoured to ridicule in all 
companies, where hissuprising art was the subject of 
discourse ; not that they had sense and discernment 
enough to perceive the absurdity of his pretensions, 
hut affected a singularity of opinion, with a view 
of insulting the inferior understandings of those 
who were deceived by such an idle impostor. 

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reasons, had al- 
ways espoused their judgment in this ease, and 
joined them in reviling the public character of his 
friend. But he knew how far the capaeilics of 
those virtuosi extended, and had frequently caught 
them in the fact of recounting their exploits against 
the conjurer, which were the productions of their 
own invention only. On these considerations, his 
wTath was kindled against them, and he accordingly 
concerted measures with his coadjutor, for over- 
whelming them with confusion and dismay. 

In the first place, a report was spread by his 
emissaries, that the magician had undertaken to en- 
tertain their view with the appearance of any person 
whom his customers should desire to sec, w hetlicr 
dead, or at the distance of a thousand leagues. 
This extraordinary proposal chancing to he the 
subject of conversation in a place where most of 
those infidels were assembled, they talked of it in 
the usual style, and some of them swore the fellow 
ought to be pilloried for his presumption. 

Our hero, seizing this favourable opportunity, 
acquiesced in their remarks, and observed, with 
great vehemence, that it would he a meritorious 
action to {)ut the rascal to the proof, and then toss him 
in a blanket for non-performance. They were won - 
derfully pleased with this suggestion, and forthwith 
determined to try the experiment ; though, as they 
understood the apparition would he produced to 
one only at a time, they could not immediately 
agree in the choice of the person who should stand 
the first brunt of the magician's skill. While each 
of them severally excused himself from this pre- 
ference on various pretences, Peregrine readily 
undertook the post, expressing great confidence of 


the conjurer’s incapacity to give him the least cause 
of apprehension. 

This point being settled, they detached one of 
their number to Crabtree, in order to bespeak and 
adjust the hour and terms of the operation, which 
he insisted upon performing at his own apartment, 
where everything was prepared for the occasion. 
At the appointed time, they went thither in a body, 
to the number of seven, in full expectation of de- 
tecting the impostor ; and were received with such 
gloomy formality, as seemed to have an effect upon 
the countenances of some among them ; though 
they were encouraged by the vivacity of Pickle, 
who affected a double share of petulance, for the 
more effectual accomplishment of his purpose. 

('adw'alladet made no reply to the interrogations 
they uttered, in the levity of their insolence, at the 
first entrance, but ordered Hadgi to conduct tlicm 
through the next room, that they might see there 
was no previous apparatus to aff'riglit their de[)uty 
with objects foreign to his undertaking. 'J'hey 
found nothing but a couple of wax tapers burning 
on a table that stood with a chair by it in the mid- 
dle of the apartment, and returned to the audience 
chamber, leaving l*eregrine by himself, to encounter 
the phantom of that person whom they should, 
without liis knowledge, desire the magician to con- 
jure up to his vicM . 

All the doors being shut, and the company 
seated, a profound silence ensued, together with a 
face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by tlie 
blue flame of the candles, which were tipped witli 
sulphur for that purpose, and heightened by the 
dismal sound of a large hell, which Iladgi tolled in 
the antechamber. Cadwallader having thus prac- 
tised upon their ignorance and fear, desired them 
to name the person to he produced. After some 
whispers among themselves, one of them took the 
pen, and, writing the name of Commodore Trun- 
nion upon a slip of ])aper, put it into the hands of 
the magician, who rose from his seat, and, opening 
the door of his closet, displayed to their view a 
skull, with thigh hones crossed, upon a table covered 
with black cloth. 

This melancholy spectacle made a remarkable 
impression upon the imaginations of the company, 
already prepossessed by the previous ceremony ; 
and they began to survey one another with looks of 
consternation, while Cadwallader, shutting himself 
in the closet, that was contiguous to the chamber 
in which his friend Peregrine was stationed, thrust 
the label with his uncle’s name through a small 
chink in the partition, according to agreement, 
muttering at the time a sort of gibberish, that 
increased the panic of his audience ; then returning 
to his chair, the knell was tolled again, and Pickle 
called aloud, “D — n your mummery, why don’t 
you despatch ? ” 

This was a signal to Crabtree, wdio thus certified 
jf his having received the paper, stood up and 
waved his wand in the figure of an S. The motion 
being tlirice performed, their ears were all of a 
sudden invaded by a terrible noise in the next 
room, accompanied with the voice of Peregrine, 
who exclaimed, in a tone of liorror and amazement. 
Guard me, Heaven I my uncle Trunnion !” This 
ejaculation had such an efi'ect upon the hearers, 
that two of them swooned with fear, a third fell 
upon his knees, and prayed aloud, while the other 
three, in a transport of dismay and distraction, 
hurst open the door, and rushed into the haunted 
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chamber, where they found the table and chair 
overturned, and Peregrine extended (in all ap- 
pearance) without sense or motion upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the first symptom of his recovery which they 
perceived was a hollow groan ; after which he 
pronounced these words : “ Merciful powers I if I 
live I saw the commodore with his black patch, in 
the very clothes he wore at my sister’s wedding/ 
This declaration completed their astonishment and 
terror ; they observed a wildness in his looks, which 
he seemed to bend on something concealed from 
their view ; and were infected by his appearance 
to such a pitch of superstition, that it would have 
been an easy matter to persuade them that the 
chair and table were apparitions of their forefathers. 
1 lowever, tliey conducted Peregrine into the council 
chamber, where the conjurer and Hadgi were em- 
ployed in ministering to those who had fainted. 
The patients having retrieved the use of their 
faculties, Cadwallader, assuming a double portion 
of severity in his aspect, asked if they were not 
ashamed of their former incredulity ; declaring, 
that he was ready to give them more convincing 
proofs of his art upon the spot, and would im- 
mediately recall three generations of their pro- 
genitors from the dead if they were disposed to 
relish such company. Then turning to one of them, 
whose grandfather had been hanged, “ Are you,” 
said he, “ ambitious of seeing the first remarkable 
j)ersonage of your family ? Say the word, and he 
shall appear.” 

I’liis youth, who had been the most insolent and 
obstreperous in the whole society, and was now 
depressed with the same proportion of fear, alarmed 
at the proposal, assured the magician he had no 
curiosity of that sort remaining ; and that what he 
had already seen would, he hoped, have a good 
effect upon his future life and conversation. Every 
one of these heroes made an acknowledgment and 
profession of the same kind, some of which were 
attended with tears; and lladgi having provided 
chairs fo»* the whole company, they d(*parted ex- 
ceedingly crest-fallen. Two of the number actually 
sickened with the agitation they had undergone, 
while our hero and his associate made themselves 
merry with the success of their enterprise. 

Put this .scheme of fortune-telling did not engross 
his whole attention ; he still continued to maintain 
his appearance in the beau monde ; and, as his 
expense far exceeded his income, strove to contract 
intimacies w ith people of interest and pow er ; he 
show ed him.self regularly at court, paid his respects 
to them in all places of jiublic diversion, and 
frequently entered into their partie.s, either of 
pleasure or cards. In the course of this cultivation, 
he happened one evening, at a certain chocolate- 
house, to overlook a match at piquet, in which he 
perceived a couple of sharpers making a prey of a 
young nobleman, who had neither temper nor skill 
sufficient to cope with such antagonists. 

Our hero, being a professed enemy to all knights 
of industry, could not bear to see them cheat in 
public w ith such insolent audacity. Under pretence 
of communicating some busines.s of importance, he 
begged the favour of speaking to the young gentle- 
man in another corner of the room, and in a 
friendly manner cautioned him against his op- 
ponents. This hot-headed re])rcsentative, far from 
ttiinking or owning himself obliged to Tickle for 
his good counsel, looked upon his advice as an 


insult upon his understanding; and replied, with an 
air of ferocious displeasure, that he knew how to 
take care of his own concerns, and would not suffer 
either him or them to bubble him out of a shilling. 

Peregrine, offended at the association, as well as 
at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited cox- 
comb, expressed his resentment, by telling him, 
that he expected at least an acknowledgment for 
his candid intention ; but he found his intellects too 
much warped by his vanity to perceive his own 
want of capacity and experience. Inflamed by 
this reproof, the young nobleman challenged him 
to play for five hundred pounds, with many op- 
probrious, or at least contemptuous terms of defiance, 
which provoked our hero to accept the proposal. 
After the other had disengaged himself from the 
old rooks, who were extremely mortified at the 
interruption, the two young champions sat down, 
and fortune acting with uncommon impartiality, 
Pickle, by the superiority of his talents, in two 
hours won to the amount of as many thousand 
pounds, for which he was obliged to take his 
antagonist’s note, the sharpers having previously 
secured his ready money. 

Frantic with his loss, the rash young man would 
have continued the game, and doubled stakes every 
time ; so that Peregrine might have increased his 
acquisition to ten times the sum he had gained; 
but he thought he had already sufficiently chastised 
the presumption of the challenger, and was un- 
willing to einjiower fortune to ravish him from the 
fruits of his success ; he therefore declined my 
lord’s proposal, unless he would play for ready 
money ; and his lordship having in vain tried his 
credit among the company, our adventurer with- 
drew, leaving him in an ecstasy of rage and 
disappointment. 

As the insolence of his behaviour had increased 
with his ill luck, and he had given vent to divers 
expressions which Peregrine took amiss, our young 
gentleman resolved to augment his punishment, by 
teasing him with demands which could not, lie 
knew, be immediately sati.sfied ; and next day sent 
Pipes to his father’s house with the note, which 
was drawn jiayable upon demand. The debtor, who 
had gone to bed half distracted with his niksfortune, 
finding himself waked with such a disagreeable 
dun, lost all patience, cursed Pickle, threatened 
his messenger, blasphemed with horrible execra- 
tions, and made such a noise as reached the ears of 
his father, who, ordering his son to be called into 
his presence, examined him about the cause of that 
uproar, which had disturbed the whole family. The 
young gentleman, after having essayed to amuse 
him with sundry equivocation.s, which served only 
to increase his suspicion, and desire of knowing 
the truth, acknowledged that he had lost some 
money over night at cards, to a gamester who had 
been so impertinent as to send a message, demanding 
it that morning, thougli he had told the fellow that 
it would not suit him to pay him immediately. The 
father, who w as a man of honour, reproached him 
with great severity for his profligate behaviour in 
general, and this scandalous debt in particular, 
which he believed to be some trifle ; then giving 
him a bank note for five hundred pounds, com- 
manded him to go and discharge it without loss of 
time. This well-principled heir took the money ; 
but, instead of waiting upon his creditor, he forth- 
with repaired to the gaming-house, in, hopes of 
retrieving his loss ; and, before he rose from t^ 
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table, saw his note mortgaged for seven-eighths of 
its yalae. 

Meanwhile, Fickle, incensed at the treatment 
which his servant had received, and informed of his 
lordship's second loss, which aggravated his resent- 
ment, determined to preserve no medium; and, 
taking out a writ the same day, put it immediately 
in execution upon the body of his debtor, just as 
he slept into his chair at the door of White's 
Chocolate-house. The prisoner being naturally 
fierce and haughty, attempted to draw upon the 
bailiffs, who disarmed him in a twinkling; and this 
effort served only to heighten his disgrace ; wliich 
was witnessed by a thousand peopli*, most of whom 
laughed very heartily at the adventure of a lord’s 
being arrested. 

Such a public transaction could not long escape 
the knowledge of his father, wlio that very day had 
the satisfaction to hear that his son was in a 
spunging-house. In consequence of this informa- 
tion, he sent his steward to learn the particulars of 
the arrest, and was equally offended, surprised, and 
concerned, when he understood the nature of the 
debt, which he imagined his son had already dis- 
charged. Unwilling to pay such a considerable 
sum for a spendthrift, whom he had but too much 
indulged, and who in less than one week might 
involve himself in such another difficulty, the old 
gentleman wrote a letter t^ Peregrine, representing 
what a hardship it would be upon him to forfeit 
such sums by the indiscretion of a son, whose 
engagements he was not bound to fulfil, and de- 
siring some mitigation in his demand, as it was not 
a debt contracted for value received, but incurred 
without subjecting him to the least damage or 
inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no sooner received this letter, 
than he went in person to wait upon the author, to 
whom he, in a candid manner, related the par- 
ticular circumstances of the match, together with 
the ingratitud<‘ and audacity of his son, w'hich he 
owned had stimulated him to such measures as he 
otherwise would have scorned to take. The noble- 
man acknowledged that the revenge was hardly 
ade(|uate to the provocation, and condemned the 
conduct of his son with such justice and integrity, I 
as disarmed Peregrine of his resentment, and dis- | 
posed him to give an undoubted proof of his own 
disinterestedness, which he immediately exhibited, 
by producing the note, and tearing it to pieces, 
after having assured his lordship that the writ 
should be withdrawn, and the prisoner discharged 
before night. 

The earl, who perfectly well understood the 
value of money, and was no stranger to the cha- 
racters of mankind, stood amazed at this sacrifice, 
wliich Pickle protested was offered by his esteem 
for his lordship; and, after having complimented 
him upon his generosity, in a very uncommon 
strain of encomium, begged the favour of his 
acquaintance, and insisted upon his dining w^ith 
him next day. The youth, proud of having met 
with such an opportunity to distinguish himself, in 
less than an hour performed every article of his 
promise ; and in the morning was visited by the 
debtor, who came, by the express order of his 
father, to thank him for the obligation under which 
he was laid, and to ask pardon for the offence he 
had given. 

This cpndoscension was very glorious for our 
hero, who graciously received his submission, and 


accompanied him to dinner, where he was caressed 
by the old earl with marks of particular affection 
and esteem. Nor was his gratitude confined to 
exterior civility ; he offered him the use of his 
interest at court, which w^ very powerful, and 
repeated his desire of serving him so pressingly, 
that Peregrine thought he could not dispense with 
the opportunity of assisting his absent friend God- 
frey, in whose behalf he begged the influence of 
his lordship. 

The earl, pleased with this request, which was 
another proof of the young gentleman’s benevo- 
lence, said, he would not fail to pay the utmost 
regard to his recommendation ; and in six weeks a 
captain’s commission was actually signed for the 
brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably sur- 
prised at the Intimation he received from the war 
office, though he was utterly ignorant of the canal 
through which he obtained that promotion. 

CHAPTER LXXXV. 

Peregrine is celebrated as a Wit and Patron, and jiroceeds to 
entertain himstlf at tlie expense of whom it did concern. 

In the mean time. Peregrine flourished in the gay 
scenes of life, and, as I have alrt;ady observed, had 
(livers opportunities of jirofiting in the way of 
marriage, had not his ambition been a little 
too inordinate, and his heart still biassed by a 
passion, which all the levity of youth could not 
halanee, nor all the pride of vanity overcome. Nor 
was our hero unmarked in the world of letters and 
taste. He had signalized himself in several poetical 
productions, by which he had acejuired a good 
share of reputation. Not that the pieces were such 
as ought to have done much honour to his genius ; 
but any tolerable performance from a person of his 
figure and supposed fortune, will always be con- 
sidered by the bulk of readers as an instance of 
astonishing capacity ; though the very same pro- 
duction, ush<^*red into the world with the name of 
an author in less affluent circumstances, would he 
justly disregarded and despised ; so much is the 
opinion of most people influenced and overawed by 
ridiculous considerations. 

He this as it will, our young gentleman was no 
sooner distinguished as an author, than he was 
marked out as a patron by all the starving retainers 
to poetry ; he was soh'mnized in odes, celebrated 
in epigrams, and fed with the milk of soft dedica- 
tion. His vanity even relished this incense ; and, 
though his leason could not help despising those 
that offered it, not one of them was sent away 
unowned by his munificence. He began to think 
himself, in good earno.st, that superior genius which 
their flattery had described ; he cultivated ac(piaiut- 
ance with the wits of fashion, and even composed in 
secret a number of hons mots, which he uttered in 
company as the impromptus of his imagination. 
Jn this practice, indeed, he imitated some of the 
most renowned geniuses of the age, who, if the 
truth were known, have laboured in secret, with 
tlu* sw'eat of their brows, for many a repartee 
which they have vended as the immediate produc- 
tion of fancy and expression. He was so success- 
ful in this exercise of his talents, that his fame 
actually came in competition with that great man 
who had long sat at the helm of wit; and, in a 
dialogue that once happened between them, on the 
subject of a cork-screw, wherein the altercation 
was discharged (according to Bayes), slap for slap, 
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dash for dash, our hero was judged to have the 
better of his lordship, by some of the minor satel- 
lites, that commonly surround and reflect the rays 
of such mighty luminaries. 

In a word, he dipped himself so far in these 
literary amusements, that he took the management 
of the pit into his direction, putting himself at the 
head of those critics who call themselves the town ; 
and in that capacity chastised several players, who 
had been rendered insolent and refractory by un- 
merited success. As for the new productions of the 
stage, though generally unspirited and insipid, they 
always enjoyed the benefit of his influence and 
protection ; because he never disliked the perform- 
ance so Tiiuch as he sympathised with the poor 
author, who stood behind the scenes in the most 
dreadful suspense, trembling, as it were, on the 
very brink of damnation. Yet, though he extended 
his generosity and compassion to the humble and 
needy, he never let slip one ()p])ortunity of mor- 
tifying villany and arrogance. Had ^le executive 
power of the legislaturt? been vested in him, he 
would have doubtless devised strange species of 
punishment foi* all otfenders against humanity and 
decorum ; but, restri(;ted as he was, he employed 
his invention in subjecting them to the ridicule and 
contempt of their fellow-subjects. 

It was w'ith this view he set on foot the scheme 
of conjuration, which was still happily carried on, 
and made use of the intelligence of liis friend (’ad- 
wallader ; though he sometimes converted this ad- 
vantage to the purposes of gallantry, being, as the 
reader may have perceived, of a very amorous com- 
plexion. lie not only acted the reformer, or rather 
the castigator, in the fashionable world, but also 
exercised his talents among tlie inferior class of 
people, who chanced to incur his displeasure. 

One mischievous ])lan that entered our hero’s 
imagination, was suggested by two advertisements 
published in the same paper, by jiersons who 
wanted to borrow certain sums of money, for which 
they promised to give undeniable security. IVre- 
griue, from the style and manner of hoth, concluded 
they were written by attorneys, a species of people 
for whom he entertained his uncle’s aversion, in 
order to amuse himself and some of his friends 
w'ith their disappointment, he wrote a letter signed 
A. 11. to (‘ach advertiser, according to the address 
specified in the newspaper, importing, that if he 
would come with his writings to a certain coffee- 
house near the Temple, precisely at six in the 
evening, he would find a person sitting in the right 
hand box next to the window, who wmuld be glad 
to treat with him about the suliject of his advertise- 
ment; and, should his security be liked, would 
'iccommodate him with the sum which he wanted 
to raise. Refore the hour of this double appoint- 
ment, Pickle, Avith his friend Cadwalladcr, and a 
few more gentlemen, to whom he had thought 
proper to communicate the plan, went to the coffee- 
house, and seated themselves near the place that 
was destined for thejr meeting. 

The hope of getting money had such an evident 
effect upon their punctuality, that one of them 
arrived a considerable time before the hour ; and 
having reconnoitred the room, took his station ac- 
cording to the direction he had received, fixing his 
eye upon a clock that stood before him, and asking 
of the bar-keeper, if it was not too slow. He had 
not remained in this posture many minutes, when 
he was joined by a strange figure that waddled into 


the room, with a bundle of papers m his bosom, 
and the sweat running over his nose. Seeing a 
man in the box to which lie had been directed, he 
took it for granted he was the lender : and as soon 
as he could recover his breath, which was almost 
exhausted by the despatch he had made, “ Sir,” 
said he, “I presume you are the gentleman I was to 
meet about that loan.” — Here„he was interrupted by 
the other, who eagerly replied, “ A. B. Sir, I sup- 
pose.” “ The same.” cried the last comer, “ 1 was 
afraid I should be too late ; for I was detained be- 
yond my cxjiectation by a nobleman at the other 
end of the town, that wants to mortgage a small 
trifle of liis estate, about a thousand a year ; and 
my Avatch hajjpens to be in the hands of the maker, 
having met with an accident a few nights ago, 
which set it asleep. But, howsomcA'er, there is no 
time lost, and I hope this affair will he transacted 
to the satisfaction of us both. For my own part 
1 love to do good offices myself, and therefore I ex- 
pect nothing but what is fair and honest of other 
people.” 

liis new friend was exceedingly comforted* by 
this declaration, which he considered as a happy 
omen of his success ; and the hope of fingering the 
cash operated visibly in his countenance, while he 
expressed his satisfaction at meeting with a person 
of such candour and humanity. “ The pleasure,” 
.said he, “ of dealing with an easy conscientious man, 
is, in my opinion, superiA* to that of touching all the 
money upon earth ; for what joy can be compared 
with what a generous mind feels in befriending its 
fel low -creatures ? I was never so happy in my 
life, as at one time, in lending five hundred pounds 
to a worthy gentleman in distress, without insisting 
upon rigid security. Sir, one may easily distinguish 
an upright man by his countenance. For example 
now, 1 think I could take your w^ord for ten thou- 
sand pounds.” The other, with great joy, protested, 
that he was right in his conjecture, and returned 
the compliment a thousand fold. By which means, 
the expectation of both was wound up to a very 
interesting pitch ; and hoth, at the same instant, 
begun to produce their papers, in the untying of 
which their hands shook with transports of eager- 
ness and impatience ; while their eyes were so in- 
tent upon their w ork, that they did not perceive the 
occupation of each other. 

At length, one of them, having got the start of 
the other, and unrolled several skins of musty parch- 
ment, directed his view to the employment of his 
friend ; and seeing him fumbling at his bundle, 
a.sked if that was a blank bond and conveyance 
which he had brought along Avitli him. The other, 
without lifting up liis eyes, or desisting from his 
endeavours to loose the knot, which by this time 
he had applied to his teeth, answ ered this question 
in the negative, observing that the papers in his 
hand w^crc the security which he proposed to give 
for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the inquirer 
into a stare of infinite solidity, accompanied with 
the word, Anan ! which he pronounced in a tone of 
fear and astonishment. The other, alarmed at this 
note, cast his eyes towards the supposed lender, and 
was in a moment infected by his aspect. All the 
exultation of hope that sparkled in their eyes was 
now succeeded by disappointment and dismay ; and 
while they gazed ruefully at each other, their fea- 
tures were gradually elongated, like the transient 
curls of a middle-row periwig. 
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This emphatic silence was, however, broke by 
the last comer, who in a faltering accent, desire 
the other to recollect the contents of his letter. 
“ Of your letter I” cried the first, putting into his 
hand the advertisement he had received from Pickle ; 
which he had no sooner perused, than he produced 
his own for the satisfaction of the other party. So 
that another gloomy pause ensued, at the end of 
which, each uttered a profound sigh, or rather 
groan, and, rising up, sneaked off without further 
communication; he who seemed to be the most 
afflicted of the two, taking his departure, with an 
exclamation of “ Humbugged egad !” 

Such were the amusements of our hero, though 
the^ did not engross his whole time, some part of 
which was dedicated to nocturnal riots and revels, 
among a set of young noblemen, who had de- 
nounced war against temperance, economy, and 
common sense, and were indeed the devoted sons 
of tumult, waste, and prodigality. Not that I*ere- 
grine relished those scenes, which were a succession 
of absurd extravagance, devoid of all true spirit, 
taste, or enjoyment. But his vanity prompted him 
to mingle with those who are entitled the choice 
sp rits of the age ; and his disposition was so pliable, 
as to adapt itself easily to the measures of his com- 
pany, where he had not influence enough to act in 
the capacity of a director. Their rendezvous was 
a certain taveni, which might be properly styled 
tlie 'remple of Excess, where they left the, choice 
of their fare to the discretion of the landlord, that 
the^' might save themselves the pains of exercising 
their own reason ; and, in order to avoid the trouble 
of adjusting the bill, ordered the waiter to declare 
how much every individual must pay, without spe- 
cifying the articles of the charge. 'J'his proportion 
generally amounted to two guineas per head for 
each dinner and supper, and frequently exceeded 
that sum ; of which the landlord durst not abate, 
without running the risk of having his nose slit for 
bis moderation. 

But this was puny expense compared with that 
which they often incurred, by the damage done to the 
furniture and servants, in the madness of their in- 
toxication, as well as the loss they sustained at 
hazard, an amusement to which all of them had 
recourse in the progress of their debauches. This 
elegant diversion was introduced, encouraged, and 
promoted by a crew of rapacious sharpers, who had 
made themselves necessary companions to this 
hopeful generation, by the talents of pimi)ing and 
buffoonery. Though they were universally known, 
even by those they preyed up<3n, to have no other 
means of earning their livelihood, than the most 
infamous and fraudulent practices, they were ca- 
ressed and courted by these infatuated dupes, when 
a man of honour, who would not join in their 
excesses, would have been treated with the utmost 
indignity and contempt. 

Though Teregrine, in his heart, dete.stcd those 
abandoned courses, and was a professed enemy to 
the wboh‘ society of gamesters, whom he consi- 
dered, and always treated, as the foes of human 
kind, he w^as insensibly accustomed to licentious riot, 
and even led imperceptibly into play by those cor- 
morants, who are no less dangerous in the art of 
cheating, than by their consummate skill in working 
up the passions of unwaiy youth. They are, for 
the most part, naturally cool, phlegmatic, and crafty, 
and, by a long habit of dissimulation, have gained 
an absolute dominion over the liasty passions of the 


heart ; so that they engage with manifest advantage 
over the impatience and impetuosity of a warn 
undesigning temper, like that of our young gentle- 
man, who, when he was heated with wine, misled 
by example, invited on one hand, and defied on the 
other, forgot all bis maxims of caution and sobriety, 
and plunging into the reigning folly of the place, 
had frequent occasions to moralise in the morning 
upon the loss of the preceding night. 

These penitential reflections were attended with 
many laudable resolutions of profiting by the expe- 
rience wliich he had so ffearly purchased ; but he 
w'as one of those philosophers who always put off, 
till another day, the commencement of their re- 
formation. 


CHAPTER LXXXVT. 

Peregrine receives a Letter from Hatchway, in consequenee 
of which he repairs to the Garrison, and performs the last 
offices to hfc Aunt. Ue is visited by Mr. Gauntlet, who 
invites him to his Marriage. 

In this circle of amusements our hero’s time was 
parcelled out, and few young gentlemen of the age 
ctyoyed life with greater relish, notwithstanding 
those intervening cheeks of reason, which served 
only to whet his appetite for a repetition of tlie 
pleasures she so prudently condemned ; when he 
received the following letter, by which he was 
determined to visit his estate in the country. 

‘ Cousin Pickle, — I hope you are in a better trim than 
your aunt, who hath been last moored to her bed these seven 
weeks, by several feet of under-water lodging in her hold and 
hullop, whereby ] doubt her planks are rotted so that she 
cannot choose but fall to pieces in a short time. 1 have done 
all in my power to keep her tight and easy, and free from 
sudden squalls that might overstrain her. And here have 
been the doctors, who have scuttled her lower deck, and let 
out six gallons of water. For my ovin part, I wonder how 
tlie devil it came there ; for you know as how it was a liquor 
she never took in. Hut as for those fellows the doctors, they 
are like unskilful carpentcis, that in mending one leak make 
a couple; and so she fills agiiiri apace. Hut the worst sign 
of all 18 this here, she won’t let a diop of Nantz go between 
the combings of her teeth, and has quite lost the rudder of 
her understanding, whereby she yaws woundily in her speech, 
palavering about some foreign part called the New Geereii- 
salem, and wishing herself in a safe birth in the river Geor- 
dun. The parson, 1 must say, strives to keep her steady, 
concerning the navigation of her soul, and talks very sensibly 
ol chanty and the poor, wheieol she hath lett a let^acy of two 
hundred pounds in her will. And here has been Mr. Gama- 
liel and your brother my lord, demanding entrance at the 
gate, in order to see her , but 1 would not suffer them to come 
aboard, and pointed my patereroes, winch made them sheer 
off. Your Sister, Mrs. Clovci, keeps close watch upon her 
kinswoman, without ever turning in, and a kind hearted 
young woman il is. 1 should be glad to see you at the gar- 
rison, it the wind of your inehnation siis that way ; and may- 
hap It maybe a eomfort to your aunt, to behold you alongside 
ol her, when her anchor is apeak. So iio more at present, 
but lests, Your friend and humble servant to command, 
“John Hatchway." 

Next morning, after the receipt of this epistle. 
Peregrine, in order to manifest his regard to his 
aunt, as well as his friendship for honest Jack, set 
out on horseback for tlieir habittitioii, attended by 
Pipes, w ho longed to see his old messmate ; but, 
before he had reached the garrison, Mrs. Hatchway 
had given up the ghost, in the threescore and film 
year of her age. The widower seemed to bear his 
loss with resignation, and behaved very decently 
upon the occasion, though he did not undergo those, 
dangi^rous transitortfi of sorrow^ which some tender- 
hearted hiLsbands have felt at the departure of their 
wives. The lieutenant was naturally a philosopher, 
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and 00 well disposed to acquiesce in the dispensa- 
tions of providence, that in this, as well as in every 
other emergency of his life, he firmly believed, that 
everything which liappcned was for the best. 

Peregrine’s task, therefore, was not so great in 
comforting him, as in consoling his own sister, 
who, with great poignancy and sincerity of grief, 
lamented the death of the only relation with whom 
she had maintained any intimacy of correspondence 
for her mother was as implacable as ever, in he 
enmity against her and Peregrine, and rather mort 
determined in her rancour; that which was origi 
jially a sudden transport of indignation, being b 
this time settled into a confirmed inveteratjy o 
hate. As for (ram, who was now dignified by th 
country people with the appellation of the younj 
S(piire, he still acted in the capacity of minister t 
the caprice and vengeance of his mother, taking al 
opportunities of disturbing Julia’s peace, slandering 
her reputation, and committing outrages against the 
tenants and domestics of her husband, who was a 
man of a quiet and timorous disposition. 

Put the chief amusement of young Pickle, in hii 
later years, was the chase, in which he acquired 
some renown by his intrepidity and remarkabh 
figure, which improved evt*ry day in deformity 
insomucli, as to suggest a ludicrous scheme of re 
venge to a gentleman in the neighbourhood, llav 
ing been affronted by the insolence of (Crookback 
he clothed a large baboon tliat was in his possession 
in a dress that resembled the hunting eejuipage o 
Gam ; and ordering the animal to be set astride 
and tied upon the back of his keenest hunter, 
turned them out one day after the hounds. The 
horse in a little time outstripping all the rest in the 
field, the rider was mistaken for Gam by the whol 
company, who saluted him as he passed with ! 
halloo, observing, that the squire had his usua. 
good luck, in being better mounted than his neigh- 
bours. Pickle afterwards appearing in his own 
person, created great astonishment in the specta- 
tors, one of whom asked if he had split himself in 
twain, and pointed out his representative, who wa? 
by this time almost up with the hounds. Upon which 
the identical Gam went in pursuit of the imi)ostor 
When he overtook him, he was so much enraged at 
the counterfeit, that he attacked the baboon M'hip 
in hand, and, in all probability, w'ould have sacri- 
ficed him to his resentment, had not he been pre- 
vented by the other fox-hunters. They interposed, 
in order to make up the difference betwixt two 
brothers of the sport, and were equally sur])rised 
and diverted when they distinguished the (juality of 
Orookhack’s antagonist, which they rescued from 
his rage, and rcconveyed to its master. 

Peregrine, at the r(‘qnest of his friend Jack, took 
charge of his aunt's funeral, to which his parents 
were invited, though they did not think proper to 
ajipear, or pay the least regard to his solicitations, 
when he desired p(*nnission to wait upon them in 
])erson. Nevertheless, old Gamaliel, at the insti- 
gation of his wife, afterwards obtained an order 
irom Poetor’s Commons, obliging Hatchway to 
jiroduce the will of his wife, on the supposition that 
she had bequeathed to him some part of the money, 
which, he knew, was at her own disposal. But 
from this step he neaped no other satisfaction than 
that of finding himself altogether neglected by the 
testatrix, who had h‘ft all her effects to her husband, 
♦•^cept one thousand pounds, with her jew<*ls, to 
Julias daughter, the benefaction mentioned in the 


lieutenant’s letter, and some inconsiderable legacies 
to her favourite domestics. 

A few days after the interment of this good lady, 
our hero w'as agreeably surprised with a visit from 
his friend Godfrey, who had come to England in 
consequence of that promotion which he owed to 
his interest, though the soldier himself placed it to 
the credit of a certain courtier who had formerly 
promised to befriend him, and now finding his ad- 
vancement unowned, very modestly arrogated the 
merit of it to himself. He communicated his good 
fortune to Pickle, who complimented him upon it 
as an event of which he had no precognition ; and 
at the same time told him, that, in consequence of 
his preferment, his cousin at Windsor liad consented 
to liis being immediately united in the bands of 
wedlock with his lovely Sophj’^ ; that the wedding- 
day w'as already fixed ; and that nothing would he 
wanting to his happiness, if Peregrine would honour 
the nuptials with his presence. 

Our hero accepted the invitation with great 
eagerness, when he learned that Emilia would be 
tliere in quality of bride’s maid ; and now repeated 
what he had formerly written to his friend, namely, 
that he was not only willing, but extremely impa- 
tient to atone for his mad behaviour to that young 
lady, by laying himself and his whole fortune at 
her feet. Godfrey thanked hin\ for his honourable 
intention, and promised to use his influence, and 
that of Sophy, in his behalf, though he seemed 
dubious of their success, on account of his sister’s 
delicacy, which could not pardon the least shadow 
of disrespect. He owned, indeed, he was not cer- 
tain that she would appear in the same company 
with Pickle; but as she made no stipulations on 
that score, he would interpret her silence in the 
most favourable manner, and keep her in ignorance 
of his design, until she should find it too late to re- 
tract with any decency. The hope of seeing and 
conversing with Emilia, and perhaps of being re- 
conciled to her, after having suffered so much and 
so long from her displeasure, raised a tumult of 
ideas in his breast, and produced a strange in- 
quietude of joy and perturbation. Gauntlet having 
staid with him a few days, and signified the time 
appointed for his spousals, took his leave, in order 
k) prepare for the occasion ; while I’eregrine, with 
‘lis friend Hatchway, made a tour among his 
icquaintariee in the country, with a view of soiind- 
ng their inclinations touching a project which be 
lad lately conceived, of offering liiniself as a can- 
idate for a certain borough in the neighbourhood, 

,t the ensuing election for members of parliament. 

I'his scheme, which was suggested to him by one 
'f his quahty patrons, would have succeeded accord- 
ing to his wish, had the election taken place inirne- 
liately ; but, before that happened, his interest was 
tverbalanced by some small accidents that will be 
ecorded in the seijuel. In the meantime he re- 
laired to Windsor on the eve of his friend’s inar- 
iage, and understood from Godfrey that it was with 
lie utmost difficulty he and Sophy could prevail 
poll his sister to be present at the wedding, when 
he was informed that her lover was invited ; and 
hat her consent had not been obtained until they 
lad promised, on the part of Peregrine, that he 
ihould not renew the old topic, nor even speak to 
ler in the style of a former acquaintance. 

Our young gentleman was nettled at this pre- 
niinary, to which, however, he said he would 
dhere ; and so well did he think himself fortified 
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witli pride and resentment, that he resolved to 
behave towards her with such indiiference, as 
woidd, he hoped, mortify her vanity, and thereby 
punish her for the implacability of her disposition. 
Armed with these sentiments, he was next day 
introduced by Godfrey to the bride, who received 
him with her usual sweetness of temper and affa- 
bility; and Emilia being present, he saluted her 
with a distant bow, which she acknowledged with 
a cold courtesy, and an aspect of ice. Though this 
deportment confirmed his displeasure, her beauty 
undermined his resolution ; he thought her charms 
infinitely improved since their last parting, and a 
thousand fond images recurring to his imagination, 
he felt his whole soul dissolving into tenderness 
and love. 

In order to banish those dangerous ideas, he 
endeavoured to enter into a gay conversation with 
Sophy, on the subject of the approaching ceremony ; 
but his tongue performed its office awkwardly, his 
eyes were attracted towards Emilia, as if they liad 
been subject to the power of fascination ; in spite 
of all his efforts, a deep sigh escaped from his 
bosom, and his whole appearance indicated anxiety 
and confusion. 

The bridegroom, perceiving his condition, 
abridged the visit, and having conducted his com- 
panion to his own lodgings, expressed his concern 
at having been the innocent occasion of his un- 
easiness, by exposing him to tlie sight of Emilia, 
which he perceived had given him pain. Pere- 
grine, who had by this time recollected the dictates 
of his pride, assured him, that he was very much 
mistaken in the cause of his disorder, which was 
no other than a sudden quahn, to which he had 
been for some time subject; and to show him how 
philosophically he could bear the disdain of Emilia, 
which, with all deference to her conduct, he could 
not help thinking a little too severe, he desired, as 
the bridegroom had made preparation for a private 
hall in the evening, that he would provide him with 
an agreeable partner; in which case he would 
exhibit undoubted proofs of the tranquillity of his 
heart. “1 was in hopes,” answ^ered Godfrey, “of 
being able, wdth the assistance of Sophy, to make 
up matters between you and my sister, and for that 
reason kept her unengaged to any other gentleman 
for the night ; but since she was so peevishly obsti- 
nate, I shall take care to accommodate you with a 
very handsome young lady, whose partner will not 
be sorry to exchange her for Emilia.” 

The thoughts of having an opportunity to 
coquette with another woman, under the eye of this 
implacable mistress, supported his spirits during 
the ceremony, which put Gauntlet in possession of 
his heart’s desire; and, by means of this cordial, 
he found Itimself so undisturbed at dinner, though 
he sat opposite to his fair enemy, that he was able 
to pass some occasional jokes upon tlie new-married 
couple, with some appearance of mirth and good 
humour. Nor did Emily any otherwise seem 
affected by his presence, than by excepting him 
from the participation of those genial regards which 
she distributed to the rest of the company. This 
easiness of behaviour on her side reinforced his 
resolution, by giving him pretence to call her sensi- 
bility in question; for he could not conceive how 
any woman of acute feelings could sit unmoved in 
presence of a man with whom she had such recent 
and intimate connexion ; not considering that she 
had much more reason to condemn his affectation 


of unconcern, and that her external deportment 
might, like his own, be an effort of pride and 
resentment 

This contest, in point of dissimulation, continued 
till night when the company was paired for dancing, 
and Peregrine began the ball by walking a minuet 
with the bride ; then he took out the young lady to 
whom he was recommended by Gauntlet, being 
very well pleased to see that her person was such 
as might have inspired even Emily herself with 
jealousy, though, at the same time, he perceived 
his mistress coupled with a gay young officer, 
whom, with all due deference to his own qualifica- 
tions, he considered as no despicable rival. How- 
ever, he himself first began hostilities, by becoming 
all of a sudden particular with his partner, whom 
he forthwith assailed with flattering compliments, 
that soon introduced the subject of love, upon 
which he expatiated with great art and elocution, 
using not only the faculty of speech, but also the 
language of the eyes, in which he was a perfect 
connoisseur. 

This behaviour soon manifested itself to the whole 
assembly, tlie greatest part of whom believed that 
he was in good earnest captivated by the charms of 
his partner; while Emilia, penetrating into his 
design, turned his own artillery upon himself, by 
seeming to listen with pleasure to the addresses of 
his rival, who was no novice in the art of making 
love. She even affected uncommon vivacity, and 
giggled aloud at every whisper which he conveyed 
into her ear, insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded 
speculation to the company, who imagined the young 
soldier hadmade aconquestofthe bridegroom’s sister. 

Pickle himself began to cherish the same opinion, 
which gradually invaded his good humour, and at 
length tilled his bosom with rage. lie strove to 
suppress his indignation, and called every con- 
sideration of vanity and revenge to his aid. He 
endeavoured to wean his eyes from the fatal object 
that disturbed him, but they would not obey his 
direction and command. He wished himself de- 
prived of all sensation, when he heard her laugh, 
and saw her smile upon the officer; and, in the 
course of country dancing, when he was obliged to 
join hands with her, the touch thrilled through all 
his nerves, and kindled a flame within him which 
he c-ould not contain. In a word, his endeavours 
to conceal the situation of his thoughts were so 
violent, that his constitution could not endure the 
shock; the sweat ran down his forehead in a stream, 
the colour vanished from his cheeks, his knees 
began to totter, and his eyesight to fail ; so that he 
must have fallen at his full length upon the floor, 
had not lie retired very abruptly into another room, 
where he threw himself upon a couch, and fainted. 

In this condition he was found by his friend, who 
seeing him withdraw with such symptoms of dis- 
order, followed him thither ; and, when he recovered 
the use of his faculties, pressed him to make use of 
a bed in that house, rather than expose himself in 
the night air, by going home to his own lodgings ; 
but not being able to prevail upon him to accept 
the offer, he wrapped him up in a cloak, and, con- 
ducting him to the inn, where he lodged, helped 
him to undress and go to bed, where he was im- 
mediately seized with a violent fit of the ague. 
Godfrey behaved with great tenderness, and would 
have actually bore him company all night, not- 
withstanding the circumstances of his own situa- 
tion, had not his friend insisted upon his returning 
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to the company, and making his apology to his 
partner for his sudden departure. 

This was a step absolutely necessary towards 
maintaining the quiet of the assembly, which he 
found in great consternation, occasioned by his 
absence ; for some of the ladies, seeing the bride- 
groom follow the stranger in his retreat, the mean- 
ing of which they did not comprehend, began to be 
afraid oi‘ a (quarrel. Emilia, upon pretence of that 
supposition, was so much alarmed, that she could 
not stand, and was fain to have recourse to a smell- 
ing bottle. 

The bride, who understood the whole mystery, 
was the only i)erson that acted with deliberation 
iiid composure ; she imj)uted Emilia’s disorder to 
the right cause, which was no other than concern 
for the condition of her lover, and assured the ladies 
there was nothing extraordinary in Mr. Pickle’s 
iToing off’, he being subject to fainting fits, by which 
tie was often overtaken without any previous notice. 
The arrival of Gauntlet confirmed the truth of this 
lechiration. lie made an aj)Ology to the conijiany 
111 the name of his friend, w^ho, lie told them, was 
suddenly taken ill; and they returned to their 
iiversion of dancing, wdth this variation ; Emilia 
was so disordered and fatigued, that she begged to 
be excused from continuing the exercise; and 
Peregrine’s partner being disengaged, was paired 
with the young officer, for whom she was originally 
lesigned. 

Alean while, the bride withdrew into another 
ipartment with her sister, and exiiostulated with 
ber upon her cruelty to Mr. Pickle, assuring her, 
roin Godfrey’s information, that he had undergone 
1 severe fit on her account, which, in all likelihood, 
would have a dangerous ('ffect upon his constitu- 
jon. Though Emily w'as inflexible in her answers 
'0 the kind remonstrances of the gentle Sophy, her 
lieart was melting with the impressions of jiity and 
love ; and finding herself unable to perform the 
iuty of her function, in putting the bride to bed, 
>he retired to lier own chamber, and in secret 
sympathized w'ith the distemper of her lover. 

In the morning, as early as decency would permit 
liim to leave the arms of his dear wife, Captain 
[launtlet made a visit to Peregrine, who had passed 
X very tedious and uneasy night, having been 
■;iihj<‘ct to short intervals of delirium, during which 
Pipes had found it very difficult to keep him fast 
belayed. He owned indeed to Godfrey, that his 
imagination had been haunted by the ideas of 
Emilia and her officer, which tormented him to an 
unspeakable degree of anguish and distraction ; 
iiid that he would rather suffer death than a 
repetition of such excniciafitig reflections, lie 
was, how^ever, comforted by his friend, who assured 
biin, that his sister’s inclinations would in time 
prevail over all the endeavours of resentment and 
pride, illustrating this asseveration by an account 
of the manner in which she was aff’ected hy the 
knowledge of his disorder, and advising him to 
implore the mediation of Sophy, in a letter which 
she should communicate to Emilia. 

This was an opportunity which our hero thought 
too favourable to he neglected ; calling for pajicr, 
he sat up in ms bed, and, in the first transports of 
his emotion, wrote the following petition to God- 
frey’s amiable wife ; 

“ Dear Madam,— T lie afllirtion of a contrite heart can 
never appeal to yonr benevolence lu vain, and tliereforc J 
presume to aj)j)roach you in this season of delight, with the 


language of sorrow, requesting that 3 rou will espouse the 
cause of an unhappy lover, who mourns with unutterable 
anguish over his ruined hope, and intercede for my pardon 
with that divine creature, whom, in the intemperance and 
excess of passion, I have so mortally offended. Good heaven I 
is my guilt inexpiable ? Am I excluded from all hope of 
remission t Am 1 devoted to misery and despair? 1 have 
offered all the atonement which the most perfect and sincere 
penitence could suggest, and she rejects my humility and 
repentance. If her resentment w'ould pursue me to the 
grave, let her signify her pleasure ; and may I be branded 
with the name ot villain, and remembered with infamy and 
detestation to all posterity, if 1 hesitate one moment in 
sacrilicing a life w hicli is odious to Emilia. Ah 1 Madam, while 
1 thus pour forth the effusions of my grief and distraction, 1 
look around the apartment in which I lie, and every well- 
know n object th:it salutes my view, recalls to my remembrance 
that fond, that happy dav, on which the fair, the good, the 
tender-hearted Sophy became niy advocate, though I was a 
stranger to bei iicquaintance, and effected a transporting 
reconciliation between me and that same enchanting beauty, 
that is now so implacably incensed. If she is not satisfied 
with the pangs of remorse and disappointment, the transports 
of madness i have undergone, let her prescribe what further 
penance she thinks I ought to endure, and when I decline 
her sentence, let me be the object of her eternal disdain. 

“ 1 commit myself, dear Madam ! dear Sophy ! dear partner 
of my friend 1 to your kind interpobitiun. 1 know you will 
manage my cause, as a concern on which my happiness 
entirely depends, and I hope every thing from your com- 
passion and beneficence, while I fear every thing from her 
rigour and barbaiity Yes! 1 call it barbarity, a savageness 
of delicacy altogether inconsistent with the tenderness of 
human nature , and may the must abject contempt be my 
portion, if I live under its scourge 1 But 1 begin to rave. 

I conjure you by your own humanity and sweetness of dis- 
position, I conjure you hy youi love for the man whom Heaven 
bath decreed your protector, to employ your influence with 
that angel of wTatb, in behalf of 

*• Your obliged and obedient servant, 

“ r. Pickle.” 

This epistle was immediately transmitted by 
Godfrey to his wife, who perused it with marks of 
the most humane sympathy ; and, carrying it into 
her sister’s chamber, “ Here is something,” said slie, 
presenting the paper, “ wliich I must, recommend 
to your serious attention.” Emilia, who immediately 
guessed the meaning of tliis address, absolutely 
refused to look upon it, or even to hear it read, till 
her brother, entering her aj/artment, reprimanded 
her sharply for her obstinacy and pride, accused 
her of folly and dissimulation, and entered so 
warmly into tlie interests of his friend, that she 
thought him unkind in his remonstrances, and, 
bursting into a flood of tears, reproached him with 
partiality and want of affection. Godfrey, who 
entertained the most jievfect love and veneration 
for liis bister, asked pardon for having given off'enee, 
and kis.sing the drops from her fair eyes, begged 
she Avould, for his sake, listen to the declaration of 
his friend. 

Thus solicited, she could not refuse to hear the 
letter, which when he had repeated, she lamented 
her own fate in bi*ing the occasion of so much 
uneasiness, desired her brother to assure Mr. Tickle 
that she was not a voluntary enemy to his peace ; 
on the contrary, she wishtid him all happiness, 
though she hoped he would not hlame her for con- 
sulting her own, in avoiding any future explanation 
or connexion with a person whose correspondence 
she found herself under a necessity to renounce. 

In vain did the new-married couple exhaust their 
eloquence in attempting to prove, that the reparation 
which our hero had offered w as adequate to the 
injury she had sustained ; that, in reconciling hcr^- 
self to a penitent lover, w ho subscribed to her own 
terms of submission, her honour would be acquitted 
by the most scrupulous and severe judges of 
deooriiin ; and that her inflexibility would be justly 
ascribed to the pride and insensibility of her heart 
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She turned a deaf ear to all their arguments, ex- 
hortations, and entreaties, and threatened to leave 
the hous#* immediately, if they would not promise 
to drop that subject of discourse. 

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the had success 
of his endeavours, returned to his friend, and made 
as favourable a report of the affair, as the nature of 
Ills conversation with Emilia would permit ; but as 
lie could not avoid mentioning her resolution in the 
close. Peregrine was obliged to drink again the 
hitter draught of disajipointment, which put his 
passions into such a state of agitation, as produced 
a short ecstasy of despair, in which he acted a 
thousand extravagances. This paroxysm, however, 
soon subsided into a settled reserve of gloomy 
resentment, which he in secret indulged, detaching 
himself as soon as jiossible from the company of 
the soldier, on pretence of retiring to rest. 

While he lay ruminating ujion the circumstances 
of his present situation, his friend Pipes, who 
knew the cause of his anxiety, and firmly believed 
that Emilia loved his master at her heart, howsoever 
she might attempt to disguise her sentiments ; 1 
say, Thomas was taken with a conceit w'hich he 
thouglit would set every thing to rights, and there- 
fore put it in execution without farther delay. 
Laying aside his hat, he ran directly to the house 
of Sophy’s father, and, affecting an air of surprise 
and consternation, to w'hich he had never before 
been subject, thundered at the door with such an 
alarming knock, as in a moment brought the whole 
family into the hall. When he was admitted, he 
began to gape, stare, and pant at the same time, 
and made no reply, when Godfrey asked what was 
the matter, till Mrs. Gauntlet expressed her appre- 
hensions about his master. When T’icklc’s name 
was mentioned, he seemed to make an effort to speak, 
and, in a bellowing tone, pronounced, “Brought 
himself up, split my topsails !” So saying, he pointed 
to his own neck, and rose upon his tiptoes, by way 
of explaining the meaning of his w'ords. 

Godfrey, without staying to ask another question, 
rushed out, and flew towards the inn, with the 
utmost horror and concern ; while Sophy, who did 
not rightly understand the language of the mes- 
senger, addressing herself to him a second time, 
said, “ I hope no accident has hap])encd to INlr. 
3’ickle ? ” “No accident at all,” replied Tom ; “ he 
has only hanged himself for love.” These words 
had scarcely proceeded from his mouth, when 
Emilia, who stood listening at the parlour door, 
shrieked aloud, and dropjied down senseless upon 
the floor ; while her sister, wdio w'as almost equally 
shocked at the intelligence, had recourse to the 
assistance of her maid, by whom she was supported 
from falling. 

Bil»es hearing Emily’s voice, congratulated him- 
self upon the success of his stratagem. He sprung 
to her assistance, and, lifting her up into an easy 
chair, stood by her, until he saw her recover from 
her swoon, and heard her call upon his master’s 
name, with all the frenzy of despairing love. 'Fhen 
he bent his course back to the inn, overjoyed at 
the opportunity of telling Peregrine what a con- 
fession he had extorted from his mistress, and 
extremely vain of this proof of his own saga- 
city. 

In the meantime Godfrey arriving at the house 
in which he supposed this fatal catastrophe had 
happened, ran up stairs to Peregrine’s chamber, 
without staying to make any inquiry below ; and. 


finding the door locked, burst it open with one 
stroke of his foot. But what was his amazement, 
when, upon entrance, our hero, starting up from 
the bed, saluted him with a boisterous exclamation 
of “ Zounds ! who’s there ?” He was struck dumb 
with astonishment, which also rivetted him to the 
place where he stood, scarce crediting the testimony 
of his own senses, till Peregrine, with an air of dis- 
content, which denoted him displeased with his in- 
trusion, dispelled his apprehension by a second 
address, saying, “ 1 see you consider me as a friend, 
by your using me without ceremony.” 

Q’he soldier, thus convinced of the falsehood of 
the information he had received, began to imagine, 
that Pickle had projected the plan which was exe- 
cuted by his servant ; and looking upon it as a piece 
of unjustifiable finesse, which might be attended 
with very melancholy consequences to his sister or 
wife, he answered, in a supercilious tone, that IMr. 
Pickle must blame himself for the interrui)tion of 
his repose, which was entirely owing to the sorry 
jest he had set on foot. 

Pickle, who was the child of passion, and mor 
than half mad with impatience before this visit, 
hearing himself treated in such a cavalier manner, 
advanced close up to Godfrey’s breast, and assuming 
a stern, or rather frantic countenance, “ Hark ye, 
sir,” said he, “ you are mistaken if you think 1 
jest; 1 am in downright earnest, T assure you.” 
Gauntlet, wdio was not a man to be browbeaten, 
seeing himself thus bearded by a person of m Iiosc 
conduct he had, be thought, reason to complain, 
put on his military look of defiance, and erecting 
his chest, replied with an exalted voice, “Mr. 
l*ickle, whether you was in jest ;r earnest, you 
must give me leave to tell you, that the scheme 
was childish, unseasonable, and unkind, not to give 
it a harsher terra.” “ Death, sir,” cried our adven- 
turer, “ you trifle with my discpiiet ; if there is any 
meaning in your insinuation, explain yourself, and 
then I shall know what answer it will befit me to 
give.” “ 1 came with very different sentiments,” 
resumed the soldier, “ but since you urge me to 
expostulation, and behave with such uii])rovoked 
loftiness of displeasure, 1 will, without circumlo- 
cution, tax you with having committed an outrage 
upon the peace of my family, in sending >our fel- 
low to alarm us with such an abrupt account of 
your having done violence upon yourself.” IVre- 
grine, confounded at this imputation, stood silent, 
with a mo«t savage aspect of surprise, eager to 
know the circumstance to Avhichhis accuser alluded, 
and incensed to find it beyond the S])herc of his 
comiirehension. 

While these two irritated friends stood fronting 
each other with mutual indignation in their eyes 
and attitudes, they were joined by Pipes, who, 
without taking the least notice of the situation in 
which he found them, told his muster, that he might 
up with the topgallant-masts of his heart, and out 
w ith his rejoicing pendants ; for as to Mrs. Emily, 
he had clapped her helm aweather, the vessel wore, 
and now she was upon the other tack, standing 
right into the harbour of his good will. 

Peregrine, who was not yet a connoisseur in the 
terms of his lacquey, commanded him, upon pain 
of his displejisure, to be more exjdicitin his intelli- 
gence ; and by dint of divers questions, obtained a 
perfect knowledge of the scheme which he had put 
in execution for his service. This information 
perplexed him not a little ; he would have chastised 
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his servant upon the spot for his temerity, had he 
not plainly perceived that the fellow’s intention was 
to promote his ease and satisfaction ; and, on the 
other hand, he knew not how to acqait himself of 
the suspicion which he saw Godfrey entertain of 
his being the projector of the plan, without conde- 
scending to an explanation, which his present dis- 
position could not brook. After some pause, 
however, turning to Pipes with a severe frown, 
“ Rascal !” said he, “ this is the second time I have 
suffered in the opinion of that lady, by your igno- 
rance and presumption ; if ever you intcrmedlde 
in my affairs for the future, without express order 
and direction, by all that’s sacred ! I will put you 
to death without mercy. Away, and let my horse 
be saddled this instant.” 

Pipes having withdrawn, in order to perform 
this piece of duty, our young gentleman, addressing 
himself again to the soldier, and laying his hand 
upon his breast, said, with a solemnity of regard, 
“Captain Gauntlet, upon my honour, 1 am alto- 
gether innocent of that shallow device which you 
impute to ray invention ; and 1 don’t think you do 
justice either to my intellects or honour, in sup- 
posing me capable of such insolent absurdity. As 
for your sister, I have once in my life affronted her 
in the madness and impetuosity of desire ; but I 
have made such acknowledgments, and offered such 
atonement, as few women of her sphere would have 
refused ; and before God ! 1 am determined to en- 
dure every torment of disappointment and despair, 
rather than prostrate myself again to the cruelty of 
her unjustitiable pride.” 8o saying, he stsilked 
suddenly down stairs, and took horse immediately, 
his spirits being supported bj^ resentment, which 
prompted him to vow within himself, that he would 
seek consolation for the disdain of Emilia, in the 
possession of the first willing wench he should meet 
upon the road. 

While he set out for the garrison with these sen- 
timents, Gauntlet, in a suspense between anger, 
shame, and concern, returned to the house of his 
father-in-law, wdiere he found his sister still vio- 
lently agitated from the news of Peregrine’s death ; 
the mystery of which he forthwith unravelled, re- 
counting at the same time the jiarticulars of the 
conversation which had happened at the inn, and 
describing the demeanour of Pickle with some ex- 
pressions of asperity, which were neither agreeable 
to Emilia, nor approved by the gentle Sophy, who 
tenderly cidd him, for allowing l*eregrine to depart 
in terms of misunderstanding. 

CIIAPTEK LXXXVII. 

IVrepritu* sets out for the Garrison, and meets with a Nymph 

of the Road, whom he takes into Keeping, and metamor- 
phoses into a line Lady. 

In the meantime, our liero jogged along in a pro- 
found reverie, which was disturbed by a beggar- 
woman and her daughter, who solicited him for 
alms, as be passed them on the road. The girl was 
about the age of sixteen, and, notwithstanding the 
wretched equipage in which she appeared, exhi- 
bited to his view a set of agreeable features, 
enlivened with the complexion of health and cheer- 
fulness. The resolution I have already mentioned 
was still warm in his imagination ; and he looked 
upon this young mendicant as a very proper object 
for the performance of his vow. He therefore 
entered into a conference with the mother, and for 


a small sum of money purchased her property in 
the wench, who did not require much courtship and 
entreaty, before she consented to accompany him 
to any place that he should appoint for her habitation. 

This contract being settled to his satisfaction, he 
ordered Pipes to seat his acquisition behind him 
upon the crupper, and, alighting at the first public 
house which they found upon the road, he wrote a 
letter to Hatchway, desiring him to receive this 
hedge inamorata, and direct her to be cleaned and 
clothed in a decent manner, with all expedition, so 
that she should be touchable upon his arrival, 
which, on that account, he would defer for the 
space of one day. I’his billet, together with the 
girl, he committed to the charge of I'ipes, after 
liaving laid strong injunctions upon him to abstain 
from all attempts upon her chastity, and ordered 
him to make the best of his way to the garrison, 
while he himself crossed the country to a market 
town, where he proposed to spend the night. 

Tom, thus cautioned, proceeded with his charge, 
and, being naturally taciturn, opened not bis lips, 
until he had performed the best half of his journey. 
Rut Thomas, notwithstanding his irony appearance, 
was in reality composed of fiesh and blood. His 
desire being titillated by the contact of a buxom 
wench, whose right arm embraced bis middle as he 
rode, his thoughts began to mutiny against his 
master, and he found it almost impossible to with- 
stand the temptation of making love. 

Nevertheless, he wrestled with these rebellious 
suggestions with all the reason that Heaven bad 
enabled him to exert ; and that being totally over- 
come, his victorious passion suddenly broke out in 
this address : — “ ’Sblood ! 1 believe master thinks 
1 have no more stuff’ in my body than a dried 
haddock, to turn me adrift in the dark with sucli a 
spanker. D’ye think he don’t, my dear ?” To this 
question bis fellow-traveller replied, “ Swanker 
anan!” And the lover resumed his suit, saying, 
“ Oons ! how you tickle my timber ! Something 
shoots from your arm, through my stowage, to the 
very keelstoiic. Ila’nt you got quicksilver in your 
hand?” “Quicksilver!” said the lady, — n 

the silver tliat has crossed my hand this month. 
D’ye think, if 1 had silver, I shouldn’t buy me a 
smock?” “Adsooks! you baggage,” cried the 
lover, “ you shouldn’t want a smock nor a petticoat 
neither, if you could have a kindness for a true 
hearted sailor, lus sound and strong as a nine inch 
cable, that would keep all clear above board, and 
every thing snug under the hatches.” “ Curse 
your gum,” said the charmer, “ what’s your gay 
balls and your hatches to me?” “ Do but let us 
bring to a little,” answered the wooer, whose appe- 
tite was by this time whetted to a most ravenous 
degree, “ and I’ll teach you to box the compass, my 
dear. Ah I you strapper, what a jolly b — h you 
are !” B — h !” exclaimed this modern dulcinca, 
incensed at the opprobrious term, “ such a b — h as 
your mother, you dog. D — n you, I’ve a good 
mind to box your jaws instead of your comepiss. 
I’ll let you know, as how I am meat for your 
master, you saucy blackguard. You are worse 
than a dog, you old flinty-faced, flea-bitten scrub. 
A dog wears his own coat, but you wear your 
master’s.” 

Such a torrent of disgraceful epithets from a 
person who had no clothes at all, converted the 
gallant’s love into choler, and he threatened to 
dismount and seize her to a tree, when she should 
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have a taste of his cat-o’-nine-tails athwart her 
quarters *, but, instead of being intimidated by his 
menaces, she set him at defiance, and held forth 
with such a flow of eloquence, as would have 
entitled her to a considerable share of reputation, 
even among the nymphs of Billingsgate ; for this 
young lady, over and above a natural genius for 
altercation, had her talents cultivated among the 
venerable society of weeders, podders, and hoppers, 
with whom she had associated from her tender 
years. No wonder, then, that she soon obtained a 
complete victory over Pipes, who, as the reader 
may have observed, was very little addicted to tlie 
exercise of speech. Indeed he was utterly dis- 
concerted by her volubility of tongue ; and being 
altogether unfurnished with answers to the distinct 
eriods of her discourse, very wisely chose to save 
imself the expense of breath and argument, by 
giving her a full swing of cable, so that she might 
bring herself up ; while he rode onwards, in silent 
composure, without taking any more notice of his 
fair fellow-traveller, than if she had been his mas- 
ter’s cloak-bag. 

In spite of all the despatch he could make, it 
was late before he arrived at the garrison, where he 
delivered the letter and the lady to the lieutenant, 
who no sooner understood the intention of his 
friend, than he ordered all the tubs in the house to 
be carried into the hall, and filled with water. Tom 
having provided himself with swabs and brushes, 
divested the fair stranger of her variegated dra- 
pery, which was immediately committed to the 
flames, and performed upon her soft and sleek 
person the ceremony of scrubbing, as it is prac- 
tised on board of the king’s ships of war. Yet the 
nymph herself did not submit to this purification 
without repining. She cursed the director, who 
was upon the spot, with many abusive allusions to 
his wooden leg ; and as for Pipes the operator, she 
employed her talons so effectually upon his face, 
that the blood ran over his nose in sundry streams ; 
and next morning, when those rivulets were dry, 
his countenance resembled the rough bark of a 
plumb-tree, plastered with gum. Nevertheless, he 
did his duty with great perseverance, cut off her 
hair close to the sciilp, handled his brushes with 
dexterity, applied his swabs of different magnitude 
and texture, as the case required ; and, lastly, rinsed 
the whole body with a dozen pails of cold water, 
discharged upon her head. 

These ablutions being executed, he dried her 
with towels, accommodated her with a clean shift, 
and, acting the part of a valet-de-chambre, clothed 
her from head to foot, in clean and decent apparel 
which had belonged to Mrs. Hatchway ; by which 
means her appearance was altered so much for the 
better, that when Pere^ine arrived next day, he 
could scarce believe his own eyes. He was, for 
that reason, extremely well pleased with his pur- 
chase, and now resolved to indulge a whim, wliich 
seized him at the very instant of his arrival. 

He had, as I believe the reader will readily 
allow, made considerable progress in the study of 
character, from the highest rank to the most hum- 
ble station of life, and found it diversified in the 
same manner, through evpry degree of subordina- 
tion and precedency. Nay, he moreover observed, 
that the conversation of those who are dignified 
with the appellation of polite company, is neither 
more edifying nor entertaining than that which is 
met with among the lower classes of mankind ; and 


that the only essential difference, in point of de- 
meanour, is the form of an education, which tl«'. 
meanest capacity can acquire, without much study 
or application. Possessed of this notion, he deter- 
mined to take the young mendicant under his own 
tutorage and instruction. In consequence of which, 
he hoped he should, in a few wrecks, be able to 
produce her in company, as an accomplished young 
lady of uncommon wit, and an excellent under- 
standing. 

This extravagant plan he forthwith began to 
execute wdth great eagerness and industry; and 
his endeavours succeeded even beyond his expecta- 
tion. The obstacle, in surmounting of wliich he 
found the greatest difficulty, was an inveterati* 
habit of swearing, which had been indulged from 
her infancy, and confirmed by the example of 
those among whom she had lived. However, she 
had the rudiments of good sense from nature, 
which taught her to listen to wholesome advice, 
and was so docile as to comprehend and retain the 
lessons which her governor recommended to her 
attention ; insomuch, that he ventured, in a few 
days, to present her at table, among a set of countiy 
squires, to whom she was introduced as niece to 
the lieutenant. In that capacity she sat witli 
becoming easiness of mien (for she was as void of 
the mauraise honie as any duchess in the land), 
bowed very graciously to the compliments of the 
gentlemen ; and though she said little or nothing, 
because she was previously cautioned on that score, 
she more than once gave way to laughter, and her 
mirth happened to be pretty well timed. In a 
word, she attracted the applause and admiration of 
the guests, who, after she was withdrawn, com- 
plimented Mr. Hatchway upon the beauty, breed- 
ing, and good humour of his kinswoman. 

But what contributed more than any other cir- 
cumstance to her speedy improvement, was some 
small insight into the Primer, which she had 
acquired at a day school, during the life of her 
father, who was a day labourer in the country. 
Upon this foundation did Peregrine build a most 
elegant superstructure; he culled out choice sen- 
tences from Shakspeare, Otway, and I’ope, and 
taught her to repeat them with an emphasis and 
theatrical cadence. He then instructed her in the 
names and epithets of the most celebrated players, 
which he directed her to j)ronounce occasionally, 
with an air of careless familiarity ; and, perceiving 
that her voice was naturally clear, he ^nriched it 
with remnants of opera tunes, to be hummed 
during a pause in conversation, which is generally 
supplied with a circulation of a pinch of snuff. By 
means of this cultivation, she became a wonderful 
proficient in the polite graces of the age ; she, with 
great facility, comprehended the scheme of whist, 
though cribbage was her favourite game, with 
which she had amused herself in her vacant hours, 
from her first entrance into the profession of hop- 
ping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her practice 
and conception. 

Thus prepared, she was exposed to the company 
of her own sex, being first of all visited by the 
parson’s daughter, who could not avoid showing 
that civility to Mr. Hatchway’s niece, after she had 
made her public appearance at church. Mrs. 
Clover, who had a great share of penetration, could 
not help entertaining some doubts about this same 
relation, whose name she had never heard the uncle 
mention, during the whole term of her residence at 
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the garriAon. But as the young lady was treated 
in that character, she would not refuse her 
acquaintance; and after having seen her at the 
castle, actually invited Miss Hatchway to her house. 
In short, she made a progress tlirough almost all 
the families in the neighbourhood ; and by dint of 
her quotations (which, by the bye, were not always 
judiciously used), she passed for a sprightly young 
lady, of uncommon learning and taste. 

Peregrine having in this manner initiated her in 
the beau mondc of the country, conducted her to 
London, where she was provided with private lodg- 
ings and a female attendant ; and put her immedi- 
ately under the tuition of his valet-de-chambre, who 
had orders to instruct her in dancing and the French 
language. He attended her to plays and concerts 
three or four times a-week; and when our hero 
thought her sufficiently accustomed to the sight of 
great company, he squired her in person to a public 
assembly, and danced with her among all the gay 
ladies of fashion : not but that there was still an evi- 
dent air of rusticity and awkwardness in her de- 
meanour, which was interpreted into an agreeable 
wildness of spirit, superior to the forms of common 
breeding. He afterwards found means to make her 
acquainted with some distinguished jnitterns of her 
own sex, by whom she was admitted into the most 
elegant parties, and continued to make good her 
pretensions to gentility, with great circumspection. 
I3ut one evening, being at cards with a certain lady 
whom she detected in the very fact of unfair con- 
veyance, she taxed her roundly with the fraud, and 
brought upon herself such a torrent of sarcastic 
reproof, as overbore all her maxims of caution, and 
burst open the floodgates of her own natural repar- 
tee, twanged off w ith the appellation of b and 

w ^ which she repeated with great vehemence, 

in an attitude of manual defiance, to the terror of 
her antagonist, and the astonishment of all present : 
nay, to such an unguarded pitch was she provoked, 
that, starting up, she snapt her fingers, in testimony 
of disdain, and, as she quitted the room, applied her 
hand to that part which w^as the last of her that 
disappeared, inviting the company to kiss it, by one 
of its coarsest denominations. 

Peregrine was a little disconcerted at this over- 
sight in her behaviour, which, by the demon of in- 
telligence, was in a moment conveyed to all the 
private companies in town : so that she was abso- 
lutely excluded from all polite communication, 
and Peregrine, for the present, disgraced among the 
modest part of his female acquaintance, many of 
whom not only forbade him their houses, on ac- 
count of the impudent insult he had committed upon 
their honour, as well as understanding, in palming 
a common trull upon them, as a young lady of birth 
and education ; but also aspersed his family, by af- 
firming that she was actually his own cousin-ger- 
man, whom he had precipitately raised from the 
most abject state of humility and contempt. In re- 
venge for this calumny, our young gentleman ex- 
plained the whole mystery of her promotion, toge- 
ther with the motives that induced him to bring her 
into the fashionable world ; and repeated among his 
companions the extravagant encomiums which had 
been bestowed upon her by the most discerning 
matrons of the age. 

Meanwhile, the infanta herself being rebuked by 
her benefactor for this instance of misbehaviour, 
promised faithfully to keep a stricter guard for the 
future over her conduct, and applied herself with 


3fi7 

g^eat assiduity to the studies, in which she was as- 
sisted by the Swiss, who gradually lost the freedom 
of his heart, while she was profiting by his in- 
struction. In other words, she made a conquest of 
her preceptor, who yielding to the instigations ol 
the flesh, chose a proper opportunity to declare his 
passion, which was powerfully recommended by his 
personal qualifications ; and his intentions bemg 
honourable, she listened to his proposals of espous- 
ing her in private. In consequence of this agree- 
ment, they marie an elopement together ; and being 
buckled at the Fleet, consummated their nuptials in 
private lodgings, by the Seven IJials, from which 
the husband next morning sent a letter to our hero 
begging forgiveness for the clandestine step he hai 
taken, which he solemnly protested was not owing 
to any abatement in his inviolable regard for his 
master, whom he should always honour and esteem 
to his latest breath, but entirely to the irresistible 
charms of the young lady, to whom he was now sr' 
happy as to be joined in the silken bonds of mar- 
riage. 

IVregrine, though at first offended at his valet’s 
presumption, was, upon second thoughts, reconciled 
to the event by which he was delivered from an en- 
cumbrance ; for by this time he had performed his 
frolic, and began to be tired of his acquisition. He 
reflected upon the former fidelity of the Swiss, 
which had been manifested in a long course of ser- 
vice and attachment ; and thinking it w^ould be 
cruelly severe to abandon him to povery and distress 
for one venial trespass, he resolved to pardon what 
he had done, and enable him in some shape to pro- 
vide for the family which he had entailed upon 
himself. 

With these sentiments, he sent a favourable an- 
swer to the delinquent, desiring to see him as soon 
as his passion should permit him to leave the anns 
of his spouse for an hour or two ; and Hadgi, in 
obedience to this intimation, repaired immediately 
to the lodgings of his master, before whom he ap- 
peared with a most penitential aspect. Peregrine, 
though he could scarce help laughing at his ruefifl 
length of face, reprimanded him sharply for his 
disrespect and ingratitude, in taking that by stealth 
which he might have had for asking. The culprit 
assured him, that next to the vengeance of God, his 
master’s displeasure was that wliich of all evils he 
dreaded to incur ; but that love had distracted his 
brain in such a manner, as to banish every other 
consideration but that of gratifying his desire ; and 
he owned, that he should not have been able to pre- 
serve his fidelity and duty to his owu father, had 
they interfered with the interest of his passion. He 
then appealed to his master’s own heart for the re- 
mission of his guilt, alluding to certain circumstances 
of our hero’s conduct, which evinced the desperate 
effects of love. In short, he made such an apology 
as extorted a smile from his offended judge, whu 
not only forgave his transgression, but also promised 
to put him in some fair way of earning a comfort- 
able subsistence. 

The Swiss was so much affected with this instance 
of generosity, that he fell upon his knees, and kissed 
his hand, praying to heaven, with great fervour, to 
make him worthy of such goodness and condescen- 
sion. His scheme, he said, was to open a coffee- 
house and tavern in some creditable part of the 
town, in hopes of being favoured with the custom 
of a numerous acquaintance he had made among 
upper servants and reputable tradesmen, not doubting 
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that his wife would be an ornament to his bar, and 
a careful manager of his affairs. Peregrine ap- 
roved of the plan, towards the execution of which 
e made him and his wife a present of five hundred 
pounds, together with a promise of erecting a weekly 
club among his friends, for the reputation and ad- 
vantage of the house. 

Hadgi was so transported with his good fortune, 
that he ran to Pipes, who was in the room, and hav- 
ing hugged him with great cordiality, and made his 
obedience to his master, hied him home to his bride, 
to communicate his happiness, cutting capers, and 
talking to himself all the way. 

CHAPTER LXXXVIll. 

He is visited by Pallet — Contracts an Intimacy with a New- 
market Nobleman, and is by the Knowing-ones taken in. 

This affair being settled, and our adventurer, for 
the present, free of all female connexions, he re- 
turned to his former course of fast living among 
the bucks of the town, and performed innumerable 
exploits among whores, bullies, rooks, constables, 
and justices of the peace. 

In the midst of these occupations, he was one morn- 
ing visited by his old fellow-traveller. Pallet, whose 
appearance gave him equal surprise and concern. 
Though the weather was severe, he was clothed in 
the thin summer dress which he had worn at Paris, 
and was now, not only threadbare, but, in some 
parts, actually patched ; his stockings, by a repeti- 
tion of that practice known among economists by 
the term of coaxing, hung like pudding bags about 
his ankles ; his shirt, though new washed, was of 
the saffron hue, and, in divers places, appeared 
through the crannies of his breeches ; he had ex- 
changed his own hair for a smoke-dried tie periwig, 
which all the flour in his drudging box had not 
been able to whiten ; his eyes were sunk, his jaws 
lengthened beyond their usual extension ; and he 
seemed twenty years older than he looked when he 
and our hero parted at Rotterdam. 

In spite of all these evidences of decay, he accosted 
liini w ith a meagre affectation of content and good 
humour, struggled piteously to appear gay and un- 
concerned, professed his joy at seeing him in Eng- 
land, excused himself for having delayed so long 
to come and present his respects ; alleging that, 
since his return, he had been a mere slave to the 
satisfaction of some persons of quality and taste, 
who had insisted upon his finishing some pieces 
with the utmost expedition. 

Peregrine received him with that compassion and 
complaisance which was natural to his disposition ; 
inquired about the health of Mrs. Pallet and his 
family, and asked if his friend the doctor was in 
town? The painter seemed to have resumed his 
resentment against that gentleman, of whom he 
spoke ill contemptuous terms. “ The doctor,” said 
he, “ is so much overshadowed with presumption 
and self-conceit, that his merit has no relief. It 
does not rise. There is no keeping in the picture, 
my dear Sir. All the same as if 1 were to repre- 
sent the moon under a cloud; there will be nothing 
but a deep mass of shade, with a little tiny speck 
of light in the middle, which would only serve to 
make, as it were, the darkness visible. You under- 
stand me. Had he taken my advice, it might have 
been better for him ; but he is bigoted to his own 
opimon. You must know, Mr. Pickle, upon our 


return to England, I counselled him to compose^ tt 
little smart clever ode upon my Cleopatra. As 
Gad shall judge me, I thought it would have been 
of some service, in helping him out of obscurity ; 
for you know, as Sir Richard observes, 

Soon will that die, which adds thy fame to mine ; 

Let me then live, join’d to a work of thine. 

By the by, there is a most picturesque contrast in 
these lines, of thy and me, living and dying, and thine 
and wimc. Ah! a prize upon it I Dick, after all, 
was the man. Ecod I he rounded it off. Bu^, to 
return to this unhappy young man, would you 
believe it, he tossed up h:s nose at my friendly pro- 
posal, and gabbled something in Greek, which is 
not worth repeating. The case was this, my dear 
Sir, he was out of humour at the neglect of the 
world. He thought the poets of the age were 
jealous of his genius, and strove to crush it accord- 
ingly, while the rest of mankind wanted taste suffi- 
cient to discern it. For my own part, 1 profess 
myseff one of these ; and as the clown in Billy 
Shakspeare says of the courtier’s oath, had 1 sworn 
by the doctor’s genius, that the pancakes were 
naught, they might have been for all that very 
good, yet shouldn’t I have been forsworn? Let 
that be as it will, he retired from town in great 
dudgeon, and set up his rest near a hill in Derby- 
shire, with two tops, resembling Parnassus, and a 
well at the bottom, which he had christened Hyp- 
o’-thc-Green. Egad ! if he stays in that habitation, 
*tis my opinion he’ll soon grow green with the hip 
indeed. He’ll be glad of an opportunity to return 
to the flesh-pots of Egypt, and pay his court to the 
slighted queen Cleopatra. Ila ! well remembered, 
by this light you shall know, my good Sir, that this 
same Egyptiim princess has been courted by so 
many gallants of taste, that, as I hope to live, I 
found myself in some sort of dilemma, because in 
parting with her to one, I should have disobliged 
all his rivals. Now a man w'ould not choose to 
give offence to his friends, at least I lay it down as 
a maxim, to avoid the smallest appearance of in- 
gratitude. Perhaps I ma> be in the wrong. But 
every man has his way. For this reason, I pro- 
posed to all the candidates, that a lottery or raffle 
should be set on foot, by which every individual 
would have an equal chance for her good graces, 
and the prize be left to the decision of fortune. 
The scheme was mightily relished, and the terms 
being such a trifle as half a guinea, the whole town 
crowded into my house, in order to subscribe. 
But there I was their humble servant. Gentlemen, 
you must have a little patience till my own parti- 
cular friends are served. Amon^ that number, I 
do myself the honour to consider IVIr. Pickle. 
Here is a copy of the proposals; and, if the list 
should be adorned with his name, I hope, notwith- 
standing his merited success among the young 
ladies, he will for once be shunned by that little 
vixen called Miss Fortune ! he, he, he !” 

So saying, he bowed with a thousand apish 
conges, and presented his paper to Peregrine, who, 
seeing the number of subscribers was limited to 
one hundred, said he thought him too moderate in 
his expectations, as he did not doubt that his picture 
would be a cheap purchase at five hundred, instead 
of fifty pounds, at which the price was fixed. To 
this unexpected remark Pallet answered, that among 
the connoisseurs he would not pretend to appraise 
his picture ; but that, in valuing his works, be wiw 
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obliged to have an eye to the Gothic ignorance of 
the age in which he lived. 

Our adventurer saw at once into the nature of 
this raffle, which was no other than a begging shift 
to dispose of a paltry piece, that he could not other- 
wise have sold for twenty shillings. However, far 
from shoeking the poor man in distress, hy dropping 
the least hint of his conjecture, he desired to he 
favoured with six chances, if the circumstances of 
his plan would indulge him so far; and the painter, 
after some hesitation, condescended to comply with 
his request, out of jiure friendship and veneration ; 
though he observed, that, in so doing, he must 
exclude some of his most intimate companions. 
Having received the money, he gave Pickle his 
address, desiring he would, with his convenience, 
visit’ the princess, who he was sure, would display 
her most engaging attractions, in order to captivate 
liis fancy; and took his leave extremely well pleased 
with the success of his application. 

Thougli Peregrine was tempted with the curiosity i 
of seeing this portrait, which he imagined must ! 
contain some analogy to the ridiculous oddity of 
the painter, he would not expose himself to the 
disagreeable alternative of applauding the perform- 
ance, contrary to the dictates of conscience and 
common sense, or of condemning it, to the unspeak- 
able mortification of the miserable author ; and 
therefore never dreamt of returning the painter’s 
\isit. Nor did he ever hear of the lottery’s being 
drawn. 

About this time he was invited to spend a fe\v 
weeks at the country seat of a certain nobleman, 
with whom he had contracted an acquaintance, in 
the course of his debauches, wdiich we have already 
described. His lordsliip being remarkable for his 
skill and success in horse-racing, his house was con- 
tinually filled with the connoisseurs and admirers 
of that sport, upon w hich the whole conversation 
turned, insomuch that Peregrine gradually imbibed 
some knowledge in horse-flesh, and the diversions 
of the course ; for the whole occupation of the day, 
exclusive of eating and drinking, consisted in view- 
ing, managing, and exercising his lordship’s stud. 

f )ur hero looked upon these amusements wdth an 
eye of taste, as well as curiosity ; he contemplated 
the animal as a beautiful and elegant part of the 
creation, and relished the surprising exertion of its 
speed with a refined and classical delight. In a 
little time he became personally acquainted with 
every horse in the stable, and interested himself in 
the reputation of each ; while he also gratified his 
appetite for knowledge, in observing the methods 
of preparing their bodies, and training them to the 
race. Ilis landlord saw and encouraged his eager- 
ness, from which he promised himself some ad- 
vantage; he formed several private matches for 
his entertainment, and flattered his discernment, 
by permitting him to be successful in the first bets 
he made. Thus was he artfully decoyed into a 
spirit of keenness and adventure, and disposed to 
depend upon his own judgment, in opposition to 
that of people who had made horse-racing the sole 
study of their lives. He accompanied my lord to 
Newmarket, and entering at once into the genius 
of the ])lace, was marked as fair game, by all the 
knowing ones there assembled, many of whom 
found means to ia/ce him in^ in spite of all the 
cautions and admonitions of his lordship, who 
wanted to reserve him for his own use. 

It is almost impossible for any man, let him be 


never so fearful or phlegmatic, to be an unconcerned 
spectator in this busy scene. The demon of piay 
hovers in the air, like a pestilential vapour, tainting 
the minds of all present with infallible infection, 
which communicates from one person to another, 
like the circulation of a general panic. Peregrine 
was seized with this epidemic distemper to a violent 
degree; and, after having lost a few loose hundreds, 
in his progress through the various rookeries of the 
place, entered into partnership with his noble friend 
in a grand match, upon the issue of which he 
ventured no less than three thousand pounds. In- 
deed he would not have risked such a considerable 
sum, had not his own confidence been reinforced 
by the opinion and concurrence of his lordship, 
who hazarded an equal bet upon the same event. 
These two associates engaged themselves in the 
penalty of six thousand pounds, to run one chaise 
and four against another, three times round the 
course ; and our adventurer had the satisfaction of 
seeing his antagonist distanced in the first and 
second heat ; but, all of a sudden, one of the horses 
of his machine was knocked up, by which accident 
the victory was ravished almost from his very 
grasp, and Ije was obliged to endure the damage 
and the scorn. 

He was deeply affected with this misfortune, 
which he imputed to his own extravagance and 
temerity ; but discovered no external signs of af- 
fliction, because his illustrious partner bore his loss 
with the most philosophic resignation, consoling 
himself, as w ell as Pickle, with the hope of making 
it up on some other occasion. Nevertheless, our 
young gentleman could not help admiring, and 
even envying his eejuanimity, not knowing that his 
lordship had managed matters so as to be a gainer 
by the misfortune ; which to retrieve. Peregrine 
purchased several horses, at the recommendation 
of his friend ; and, instead of returning to London, 
made a tour with him to all the celebrated races 
in England, at which, after several vicissitudes of 
fortune, he made shift, before the end of the season, 
to treble his loss. 

But his hopes seemed to increase with his ill 
luck. In the beginning of winter he came to 
town, fully persuaded that fortune must necessarily 
change, and that next season he should reap the 
happy fruits of his experience. In this confidence, 
he seemed to drown all ideas of prudence and 
economy. His former expense was mere parsi- 
mony, compared with that which he now incurred. 
He subscribed to the opera, and half a dozen con- 
certs at different parts of the town ; was a benefactor 
to several hospitals; purchased a collection of 
valuable pictures ; took a house, and furnished it 
in a most magnificent taste, laid in a large stock of 
French wines, and gave extravagant entertainments 
to his quality friends, who, in return, loaded him 
with compliments, and insisted upon his making 
use of their interest and good will. 


CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

He is taken into the Protection of a great Man ; sets up fox 
a Member of Parliament ; is disappointed in his Expecta- 
tion, and finds himself egregiously outwitted. 

Among these professed patrons, the greatest part of 
whom I’eregrme saw through, there was one great 
personage, who seemed to support with dimity the 
sphere m which fortune had placed him. Hia 
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behaviour to Pickle was not a series of grinning coni' 
plaisance in a flat repetition of general expressions 
of friendship and regard, lie demeaned himself 
with a seemingly honest reserve, in point of pro- 
fession ; bis advances to Peregrine appeared to he 
the result of deliberation and experiment ; he chid 
the young gentleman for his extravagance, with the 
authority of a parent, and the sincerity of a fast 
friend; and having, by gradual inquiries, made 
himself acquainted with the state of his private 
affairs, condemned his conduct with an air of can- 
dour and concern. lie rei)resentecl to him the folly 
and dangerous consequences of the profligate life 
in which he had plunged himself, counselled him 
with great warmth to sell off his race-horses, which 
would otherwise insensibly eat him up ; to retrench 
all superfluous expense, which would only serve to 
expose him to the ridicule and ingratitude of those 
who were benefited by it; to lay out his money 
upon secure mortgages, at good interest ; and carry 
into execution his former design of standing candi- 
date for a borough, at the ensuing election for a 
new parliament ; in which case this nobleman ]>ro- 
mised to assist him with his influence and advice ; 
assuring him, that, if he could once procure a seat 
in the house, he might look upon his fortune as 
already made. 

Our adventurer perceiving the wisdom and sanity 
of this advice, for which he made his acknoM ledg- 
ments to his generous monitor, protested that he 
would adhere to it in every j)articular, and imme- 
diately set about a reformation. He accordingly 
took cognizance of his most minute afi’airs, and, 
after an exact scrutiny, gave liis patron to under- 
stand, that, exclusive of his furniture, his fortune 
was reduced to fourteen thousand three hundred 
and thirty pounds, in Hank and Soutli-sea annuities, 
over and above the garrison and its appendages, 
which he reckoned at sixty [lounds a year, lie 
therefore desired, that, as his lordship had been so 
kind as to favour him with his friendship and 
advice, he w'ould extend his generosity still farther, 
by putting him in a way of making the most ad- 
vantage of his money. My lord said, that, for his 
own part, he did not choose to meddle in money 
matters ; that Mr. Pickle would find abundance of 
people ready to borrow it upon land security ; but 
that he ought to he extremely cautious in a trans- 
action of such consequence ; promising, at the 
same time, to employ his own steward in seeking 
out a mortgager to whom it might he safely lent. 

This agent was accordingly set at work, and for 
a few days made a fruitless inquiry ; so that the 
young gentleman was obliged to have recourse to 
his own intelligence, by which he got notice of 
several people of reputed credit, who oftered him 
mortgages for the whole sum ; hut when lie made 
a report of the particulars to liis noble friend, his 
lordship started such doubts and objections relating 
to each, that he was deterred from entering into any 
engagements with the proposers ; congratulating 
himself, in the mean time, on his good fortune, in 
being favoured with the advice and direction of 
such a sage counsellor. Nevertheless, he began to 
he impatient, after having unsuccessfully consulted 
all the money-brokers and conveyancers about 
town, and resolved to try the expedient of a public 
advertisement. But he was persuaded by ray lord 
to postpone that experiment, until every other me- 
thod should have failed, because it would attract 
the attention of all the pettifoggers in Tx)ndon, 


who, though they might not be able to over-reach 
would infallibly harass and tease him out of all 
tranquillity. 

It was on the hack of this conversation that Pe- 
regrine, chancing to meet the steward near his 
lord’s house, stopped him in the street, to give him 
an account of his bad luck ; at wdiich the other ex- 
pressed some concern, and rubbing his cliin with 
his hand, in a musing posture, told 1‘iekle, there 
was a thought just come into his head, pointing out 
one way of doing his husiness effectually. The 
youth, upon this intimation, begged he woul^ ac- 
company him to the next cofl’ee honsc, in which 
having chosen a private situation, this grave mana- 
ger gave him to understand, tliat a part of my 
lord’s estate was mortgaged, in consequence of a 
debt contracted by his grandfather, for provision to 
the younger children of the family ; and that the 
equity of redemption w'ould he foreclosed in a 
few months, unless the burden could be discharged. 
** My lord,” said he, “ has alw'ays lived in a splendid 
manner, and notwithstanding his ample 1‘ortune, 
together with the profits aecniing from th(‘ posts 
he enjoys, he saves so little money, that, upon this 
occasion, 1 know he w ill he obliged to borrow ten 
thousand pounds to make up tlie sum that is requi- 
site to redeem the mortgage. Now, eiu tain I am, 
that, when his design comes to he known, he w ill 
he solicited on all liands by people desirous of 
lending money upon such undoiihted security ; and 
’tis odds hut he has already promised the preference 
to some particular aecpiaiutance. However, as I 
know he has your interest very much at heart, I 
will, if you pl(*ase. sound his lordship upon the 
subject, and in a day or two give ^ou notice of my 
success.” 

JVregrine, ravished w ith the prospect of settling 
this affair so much to his satisfaction, thanked the 
steward for liis friendly hint and undertaking, 
which he assured him should be acknowledged by 
a more solid proof of his gratitude, provided the 
business could be brought to hear; and next day 
he was visited by this kind iriaiiager, with tlie 
happy news of his lordship’s having consented to 
borrow ten thousand pounds of his stock upon 
mortgage, at the interest of five jier cent. ’J’his in- 
formation he received as an instance of the singular 
esteem of his noble patron; and the papers being 
immediately drawn and executed, the inonej was 
deposited in the hands of tlie mortgager, who, in 
the hearing of the lender, laid strong injunctions 
on his steward to pay the interest punctually at 
quarter-day. 

The best pai't of our hero’s fortune being thus 
hajipily deposited, and the agent gratified with a 
present of fifty pieces, he began to put his retrench- 
ing scheme in execution ; all liis servants, Pipes 
excepted, were discharged, his chariot and running 
horses disposed of, his house-keeping broke up, and 
his furniture sold by auction. Nay, the heat of his 
disposition was as remarkable in this as any other 
transaction in his life ; for every step of his saving 
project was taken with such eagerness, and even 
precipitation, that most of his companions thought 
he was either ruined or mad. But he answered 
all their expostulations with a string of prud nt 
apophthegms, such as, “ Tlie shortest follies are the 
best;” “Better to retrench upon conviction than 
compulsion and divers other wise max inis, seem- 
ingly the result of experience and philosophic re- 
flection. To such a degree of enthusiasm did lus 
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present economy prevail, that he vras actually seized 
with the desire of amassing. And as he every day 
received proposals from those brokers whom he 
had employed, about the disposal of his cash, he at 
length ventured fifteen hundred pounds upon bot- 
tomry, being tempted by the (‘xcessive premium. 

But it must be observed, for the honour of our 
adventurer, that this reformation did not at all in- ! 
terfere with the good qualities of his heart. He was 
still as friendly and benevolent as ever, though his 
liberality was more subject to the restraint of rea- 
son ;^nd he might have justly pleaded, in vindication 
of his generosity, that he retrenched the superfluities 
in his own way of living, in order to preserve the 
power of assisting his fellow-creatures in distress. 
Numberless were tlie objects to which he extended 
his charity in private. Indeed, he exerted this 
virtue in secret, not only on account of avoiding the 
charge of ostentation, but also because he was 
ashamed of being detected in such an awkward 
unfashionable practice, by the censorious observers 
of this humane generation. In this particular, he 
seemed to confound the ideas of virtue and vice ; 
for he did good, as other people do evil, by stealth ; 
and was so capricious in point of behaviour, that 
frequently, in publi<', he wagged his tongue in 
satirical animadversions upon that poverty which 
his hand had in private relieved. Yet, far from 
shunning the acquaintance, or discouraging the 
solicitation of those who, he thought, wanted his 
assistance, he was always accessible, oj)en, and com- 
plaisant to them, even when the haughtiness of his 
temper kept his superiors at a distance ; and often 
saved a modest man the anguish and confusion of 
declaring himself, by i)enetrating into his necessity, 
and anticipating his request, in a frank offer of his 
purse and friendship. 

Not that he practised this beneficence to all the 
needy of his acquaintance without distinction ; there 
is always a set of idle profligate fellows, who, hav- 
ing squandered away their own fortunes, and con- 
quered all sense of honour and sliame, maintain 
themselves by borrowing from those who have not 
yet finished the same career, and want resolution 
to resist their importunate demands. To these he 
was always inflexible ; though he could not abso- 
lutely detach himself from their company, because, 
by dint of effrontery, and s«ieh of their original 
connexions as they have been able to retain, they 
find admission to all places of fashionable resort. 

Several unsuccessful attacks had been made upon 
his pocket by beggars of this class. One of the 
most artful of them, having one day joined him in 
the mall, ‘and made the usual observation on the 
weather, d — ed all the fogs of London, and began 
a dissertation on the difference of air, preferring 
that of the country in which he was born to any 
climate under the sun. “Was you ever in Glou- 
cestershire ?” said he to Peregrine ; who replying in 
the negative, he thus went on. “ I have got a house 
there, where I should be glad to see you. Let us go 
down together during the Easter holidays; lean 
promise you good country fare and wholesome ex- 
ercise ; for I have every thing within myself, and 
as good a pack of fox -hounds as any in the three 
kingdoms. I shan’t pretend to expatiate upon tlie 
elegance of the house, which to be sure is an old 
building ; and these, you know, are generally cold, 
and not very convenient. But, curse the house; 
the dirty acres about it are the thing; and a 
d — ed fine parcel they are to be sure. If my old 


grandmother was dead — she can’t live another sea- 
t on, for she’s turned of fourscore, and quite wore 
out. Nay, as for that matter, I believe I have got 
a letter in my pocket, giving an account of her 
being despaired of by the doctors. Let me see — 
No, d — ri it, I left it at home, in the pocket of 
another coat.” 

Pickle, who, from the beginning of this harangue, 
saw its tendency, seemed to yield the most serious 
attention to what he said : breaking in upon it, 
every now and then, with the interjections, hum ! 
ha ! the deuce I and several civil questions, from 
which the other conceived happy omens of success ; 
till perceiving they had advanced as far as the 
passage into St. James’s, the mischievous youth 
interrupted him all at once, saying, “I see you are 
for the end of the walk ; this is my way.” With 
these words he took leave of the sauntcrer, who 
would have delayed his retreat, by calling to him 
aloud, that he had not yet described the situation 
(»f his castle. But Peregrine, without stopping, 
answered in the same tone, “ Another time will do 
as well and in a moment disappeared, leaving the 
projector very much mortified with his disappoint- 
ment ; for his intention was to close the description 
with a demand of twenty pieces, to be repaid out of 
the first remittance he should receive from his estate. 

It would have been well for our hero, had he 
alw'ays acted with the same circumspection. But 
he had his unguarded moments, in which he fell a 
prey to the unsuspecting integrity of his own heart. 
There was a person among the number of his ac- 
quaintances, whose conversation he particularly 
relished, because it was frank, agreeable, and 
fraught with many sensible observations upon the 
craft and treachery of mankind. This gentleman 
had made shift to discuss a very genteel fortune, 
though it was spent with taste and reputation, and 
now he w as reduced to his shifts for the mainte- 
nance of his family, which consisted of a wile and 
child. Not that he was destitute of the necessaries 
of life, being comfortably supplied by the bounty 
of his friends ; but this was a provision not at 
all suited to his inclination ; and he had endea- 
voured, by divers unsuccessful schemes, to retrieve 
his former independency. 

Peregrine happened one evening to be sitting 
alone in a coffee-house, where he overheard a con- 
versation between this schemer and another gentle- 
man, touching an affair that engaged his attention. 
The stranger had been left trustee for fifteen 
hundred pounds bequeathed to the other’s daughter 
by an aunt, and w^as strongly solicited to pay the 
money to the child’s father, who assured him, he 
had then an opportunity to lay it out in such a 
manner as would greatly conduce to the advantage 
of hisfamily. The trustee reminded him of the nature 
of his charge, which made him accountable for the 
money until the child should have attained the age 
of eighteen ; but at the same time gave him to un- 
derstand, that, if he could procure such security as 
would indemnify him from the consequences, he 
would forthwith pay the legacy into his hands. 
To this proposal the father replied, that it was not 
to be supposed he would risk the fbrtune of his only 
child upon any idle scheme or precarious issue; 
and therefore he thought it reasonable, that he 
should have the use of it in the mean time ; and 
that, as to security, he was loth to trouble any of 
his friends about an affair which might be com- 
promised without their interposition ; observing, 
B B 2 
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that he would not look upon his condescension as a 
farour, if obtained by security, on which he could 
borrow the same sum from any usurer in town. 

After much importunity on one side, and evasion 
on the other, the monied gentleman told him, that, 
though he would not surrender the sum deposited 
in his hands for the use of his daughter, he would 
lend him what he should have occasion for, in the 
mean time ; and if, upon her being of age, he should 
be able to obtain her concurrence, the money 
should be placed to her account, provided he could 
find any person of credit, who would join with him 
in a bond, for the assurance of the lender. This 
proviso was an obstruction which the other would 
not have been able to surmount, without great diffi- 
culty, had not liis cause been espoused by our hero, 
who thought it was a pity a man of honour and 
understanding should suffer in his principal con- 
cerns, on such a paltry consideration. He there- 
fore, presuming on his acquaintance, interposed in 
the conversation as a friend, who interested himself 
in the affair ; and, being fully informed of the 
particulars, offered himself as a security for the 
lender. 

This gentleman being a stranger to Peregrine, 
was next day made acquainted with his funds ; and, 
without further scruple, accommodated his friend 
with one thousand pounds, for which he took their 
bond payable in six months, though he protested 
that the money should never be demanded, until 
the infant should be of age, unh;ss some accident 
should happen which he could not then foresee. 
Pickle believed this declaration sincere, because he 
could have no interest in dissembling ; but what 
he chiefly depended upon, for his own security, was 
the integrity and confidence of the borrower, who 
assured him, that happen what would, he should be 
able to stand between him and all danger; the 
nature of his plan being such, as would infallibly 
treble the sum in a very few months. 

In a little time after this transaction, writs being 
issued out for electing a new parliament, our 
adventurer, by the advice of his patron, went into 
the country, in order to canvas for a borough, and 
lined his pockets with a competent share of bank- 
notes for the occasion. But in this project he un- 
fortunately happened to interfere with the interest 
of a great family in the opposition, who, for a long 
series of years, had made members for that place ; 
and were now so much offended at the intrusion of 
our young gentleman, that they threatened to spend 
ten thousand pounds in frustrating his design. This 
menace was no other than an incitement to Pere- 
grine, who confided so much in his own influence 
and address, that he verily believed he should be 
able to baffle his Grace, even in his own territories. 
By that victory he hoped to establish his reputation 
and interest with the minister, who, through the 
recommendation of his noble friend, countenanced 
his cause, and would have been veij well pleased 
to see one of his great enemies suffer such a dis- 
graceful overthrow, which would have, moreover, 
in a great measure, shaken his credit with his 
faction. | 

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride 
and ambition, put all his talents to the test, in the 
execution of this project. He spared no expense 
in treating the electors ; but finding himself rivalled 
in this respect by his competitor, who was power- 
fully supported, he had recourse to those qualifica- 
tions in which he thought himself superior. He ; 


made balls for the ladies, visited the matrons of 
the corporation, adapted himself to their various 
humours with surprising facility, drank with those 
who loved a cherishing cup in private, made love to 
the amorous, prayed with the religious, gossipped 
with those who delighted in scandal, and with 
great sagacity contrived agreeable presents to them 
all. This was the most eft’ectual method of engaging 
such electors as were under the influence of tlieir 
wives. As for the rest, he assailed them in tludr 
own way, setting whole hogsheads of beer and wine 
abroach, for the benefit of all comers ; and into 
those sordid hearts that liquor would not open, he 
found means to convey himself by the help of a 
golden key. 

While he thus exerted himself, his antagonist 
was not idle; his age and infirmities would not 
permit him to enter personally into their parties ; 
but his stewards and adherents bestirred themselves 
with great industry and perseverance. The market 
for votes ran so high, that Pickle’s ready money 
was exhausted before the day of election, and he 
was obliged to write to his patron an account of the 
dilemma to which he was reduced, entreating him 
to take such sjieedy measures as would enable him 
to finish the business wdiich he had so happily begun. 

This nobleman communicated the circumstances 
of the case to the niinisU*!-, and in a day or tw o our 
candidate found credit w ith the receiver-general of 
the county, who lent him twelve hundred pounds on 
his personal note, payable on dtunand. By means 
of this now sujiply he managed matters so suc- 
cessfully, that an evident majority of votes was 
secured in his interest, and nothing could have 
obstructed his election, had not the noble peer who 
set up his competitor, in order to avoid the shame 
and mortification of being foiled in his own bo- 
rough, offered to compromise the affair with his 
honour, by giving u]) two members in another 
place, provided the opposition should cease in his 
own corporation. This proposal was greedily 
embraced. On the eve of the election, I’eregrine 
received an intimation from his patron, desiring 
him to quit his jiretensions, on jiain of his and the 
minister’s displeasure, and promising that he should 
be elected for another place. 

No other disappointment in life could have given 
him such chagrin as he felt at the receipt ot’ this 
tantalizing order, by which the cup of success was 
snatched from his lip, and all the vanity of his 
ambitious hope humbled in the dust. He cursed 
the whole chain of his court connexions, inveighed 
with great animosity against the rascally scheme of 
politics to which he was sacrificed, and, in con- 
clusion, swore he w'ould not give up the fruits of 
his own address for the pleasure of any minister 
upon earth. This laudable resolution, however, 
was rendered ineffectual by his friend the n*ceiver- 
general, who was bearer of tlie message, and, after 
having in vain endeavoured to persuade liim to 
submission, fairly arrested liim upon the spot for 
the money he had advanced ; this expedient being 
performed by virtue of a writ which he had been 
advised to take out, in case the young man should 
prove refractory. 

The reader, who by thilS' time must be pretty well 
acquainted with the disposition of our hero, may 
easily conceive how he relished this adventure. At 
first, all the faculties of his soul were swallowed up 
in astonishment and indignation ; and some minutes 
elapsed before his nerves would obey the impulse 
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of his rage, which manifested itself in such an 
application to the temples of the plaintiff, as laid 
him sprawling on the floor. This assault, which 
was committed in a tavern, whither he had been 
purposely decoyed, attracted the regard of the 
bailiff and his followers, who, to the number of 
four, rushed upon him at once, in order to over- 
power him ; but his wrath inspired him with such 
additional strength and agility, that he disengaged 
himself from them in a trice, and, seizing a poker, 
which was the first weapon that presented itself to his 
hand, exercised it upon their skulls with incredible 
dexterity and execution. The officer himself^ who 
had been the first that presumed to lay violent 
hands ui)on him, felt the first effects of his fury in 
a blow upon the jaws, in consequence of which he 
lost three of his teeth, and fell athwart the body of 
the receiver, with which he formed the figure of a 
St. Andrew’s cross. One of his myrmidons, seeing 
the fate of his chief, would not venture to attack 
the victor in front, hut, wheeling to one side, made 
an attempt upon him in flank, and was received 
obliijuely by our hero’s left hand and foot, so 
masterly disposed to the right side of his leg, and 
the left side of his neck, that he bolted head fore- 
most into the chimney, where his chin was en- 
countered by the grate, which in a moment seared 
him to the bone. The rest of the detachment did 
not think proper to maintain the disjnite, but, 
evacuating the room with great expedition, locked 
the door on the outside, and bellowed aloud to the 
receiver’s servants, beseeching them to come to the 
assistance of their muster, who was in danger of 
his life. 

Meanwhile, this gentleman having recollected 
himself, demandeil a parley ; which having with 
difiiculty obtained of our incensed candidate, in 
consequence of the most submissive application, he 
complained grievously of the young gentleman’s 
intemperance and heat of disposition, and very 
calmly represented the danger of his rashness and 
indiscretion. He told him, that nothing could be 
more outrageous or idle, than the resistance he had 
made against the laws of his country, because he 
would find it impracticable to withstand the whole 
executive power of the country, which he could 
easily raise to apprehend and secure him ; that over 
and above the (lisgrace that would accrue to him 
from this imjirudent conduct, he would knock his 
own interest on the head, by disobliging his friends 
in the administration, Avho were, to Ids knowledge, 
at present vi-ry well disposed to do him service ; 
that, for his own part, what he had done was by the 
express order of his superiors, and not out of any 
desire of distressing him ; and that fiir from being 
his enemy, notwithstanding the shocking insult he 
had sustained, he was ready to withdraw the wTit, 
provided be would listen to any reasonable terms 
of aecommodation. 

IVregrine, who w^as not more prone to anger 
than open to conviction, being appeased by his 
condescension, moved by his arguments, and chid 
by his owoi reflection for what he had done in the 
precipitation of his wo’ath, b(‘gan to give ear to his 
remonstrances ; and tli^ bailiffs being ordered to 
withdraw, they entered into a conference, the result 
of which was our adventurer’s immediate departure 
for London ; so that next day his competitor was 
unanimously chosen, because nobody appeared to 
oppose his election. 

The discontented Pickle, on his arrival in town, 


went directly to the house of his patron, to whom, 
in the anguish of his disappointment, he bitterly 
complained of the treatment he had received, by 
which, besides the disgrace of his overthrow, he 
was no less than two thousand pounds out of pocket, 
exclusive of the debt for which he stood engaged to 
the receiver. His lordship, who was prepared for 
this expostulation, on his knowledge of the young 
man’s impetuous temper, answered all the articles 
of his charge with great deliberation, giving him 
to understand the motives that induced the minister 
to quit his interest in that borough ; and soothing 
him with assurances that his loss would be amply 
rewarded by his honour, to whom he was next day 
introduced by this nobleman, in the warmest style 
of recommendation. The minister, who was a 
pa^*rn of complaisance, received him with the 
most engaging affability ; thanked him very kindly 
for his endeavours to support and strengthen the 
interest of the administration ; and faithfully pro- 
mised to lay hold on the first opportunity to express 
the sense he had of his zeal and attachment ; 
desiring to see him often at his levee, that, in the 
multiplicity of business, he might not be in danger 
of forgetting his services and desert. 


CHAPTER XC. 

Peregrine commences Minister’s Dcpciulent — Meets by Acci- 
dent with Mrs Gauntlet— And descends gradually in the 
Condition of Life. 

This reception, favourable as it was, did not please 
Peregrine, who had too much discernment to be 
cajoled with general promises, at a time when he 
thought himself entitled to the most particular as- 
surance. He accordingly signified his disgust to 
his introductor, giving him to understand, that he 
had laid his account with being chosen representa- 
tive of one of those boroughs for which he had 
been sacrificed. His lordship agreed to the reason- 
ableness of his expectation, observing, however, 
that he could not suppose the minister would enter 
upon business with him on his first visit ; and that 
it would be time enough at his next audience to 
communicate his demand. 

Notwithstanding this remonstrance, our hero 
continued to indulge his suspicion and chagrin, and 
even made a point of it with his patron, that his 
lordship should next day make application in his 
behalf, lest the two seats should be filled up, on 
pretence of his inclinations being unknow’ii. Thus 
importuned, my lord went to his principal, and re- 
turned with an answer, importing that his honour 
was extremely sorry that Mr. Pickle had not si^ii 
fied his request before the boroughs in question 
were promised to two gentlemen whom he could 
not now disappoint, with any regard to his own 
credit or interest ; but as several persons who 
would be chosen w'crc, to his certain knowledge, 
very aged and infirm, he did not doubt that there 
would be plenty of vacant seats in a very short 
time, and then the young gentleman might depend 
upon his friendship. 

Peregrine was so much irritated at this intima- 
tion, that, in the first transports of his anger, he forgot 
the respect he owed his friend, and in his presence 
inveighed against the minister, as a person devoid 
of gratitude and candour, protesting, that if ever an 
opportunity should offer itself, he would spend the 
whole remains of his fortune in opposing his mear 
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»ures. The nobleman having given him time to 
exhaust the impetuosity of his passion, rebuked him 
very calmly for his disrespectful expressions, which 
were equally injurious and indiscreet ; assured him 
that this project of revenge, if ever put in execu- 
tion, would redound to his own prejudice and con- 
fusion ; and advised him to cultivate and improve, 
with patience and assiduity, the footing he had 
already obtained in the minister’s good graces. 

Our hero, convinced of tlie truth, tliough not 
satisfied with the occasion of his admonitions, took 
his leave in a fit of sullen discontent, and began to 
ruminate upon the shattered posture of his aftairs. 
All that now remained of the ample fortune he had 
inherited was the sum he had deposited in his lord- 
ship’s hands, together with fifteen hundred pounds 
he had ventured on bottomry, and the garrison, 
which he had left for the use and accommodation 
of the lieutenant ; and, on the per contra side of his 
account, he was debtor for the supply he had re- 
ceived from the receiver-general, and the money 
for which he was bound in behalf of his friend ; so 
that he found himself, for the first time of his life, 
very much embarrassed in his circumstances. For, 
of the first half year’s interest of his ten thousand, 
which was j)unctually paid, he had but fourscore 
pounds in bank, without any jirospect of a far- 
ther supply till the other term, which was at the 
distance of four long months. He seriously re- 
flected upon the uncertainty of human afiairs; the 
ship with liis fifteen hundred pounds might be lost, 
the gentleman for whom he was security might 
miscarry in this, as well as in his former projects, 
and the minister might one day, through policy or 
displeasure, expose liim to the mercy of his depen- 
dent, who was in possession of his notes. 

These suggestions did not at all contribute to the 
ease of our adventurer’s mind, already ruffled by 
ais disappointment. He cursed his own folly and 
extravagance, by which he was reduced to such an 
uncomfortable situation. He compared his owm 
conduct with that of some young gentlemen of his 
acquaintance, who, while he was squandering away 
the best part of his inheritance, had improved their 
fortunes, strengthened their interest, and increased 
their reputation. He Tvas abandoned by his gaiety 
and good humour, his countenance gradually con- 
tracted itself into a representation of severity and 
care, he dropped all his amusements and the com- 
panions of his pleasure, and turned his whole 
attention to the minister, at whose levee he never 
failed to appear. 

While he thus laboured in the wheel of depend- 
ence, with all that mortification which a youth of 
his pride and sensibility may be supposed to feel 
from such a disagreeable necessity, he one day 
heard himself called by name, as he crossed the 
park ; and turning, perceived the wife of (Captain 
Gauntlet, with another lady. He no sooner recog- 
nised the kind Sophy, than he accosted her with 
his wonted civility and friendship ; but his former 
sprightly air was metamorphosed into such austerity, 
or rather dejection of feature, that she could scarce 
believe her own eyes; and, in her astonishment, 
“ Is it possible,” said she, “ that the gay Mr. Pickle 
should be so much altered in such a short space of 
time !” He made no other reply to this exclama- 
tion, but by a languid smile ; and asked how long 
she had been in town ? observing, that he would 
have paid his comi)liments to her at her own lodg- 
ings, bad ho been favoured with the least intimation 


of her arrival. After having thanked him for his 
politeness, she told him, it was not owing to any 
abatement of her friendship and esteem for him, 
that she had omitted to give him that notice ; but 
his abrupt departure from Windsor, and the man- 
ner in which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, had given 
her just grounds to believe thr.t they had incurred 
liis displeasure ; which suspicion was reinforced by 
his long silence and neglect from that period to the 
present time. She observed it was still farther 
confirmed, by his forbearing to inquire for Emilia 
and her brother. “Judge, then,” said she, “if 1 
had any reason to bedieve that you would be pleased 
to hear that I was in town. Ilowever, 1 will not 
detain you at present, because you seem to be en- 
gaged about some particular business ; but, if you 
w ill favour me with your company at breakfast to- 
morrow, I shall be much pleased, and honoured to 
boot, by the visit.” So saying, she gave him a 
direction to her lodgings ; and he took his leave, 
with a faithful promise of seeing her at the appointed 
time. 

He was very much affected wdth this advance of 
Sophy, wdiich he considered as an instance of her 
uncommon sweetness of temper; he felt strange 
longings of returning friendship towards Godfrey ; 
and the remembrance of Emilia melted his heart, 
already softened with grief and mortification. Next 
day he did not neglect his engagement, and had the 
pleasure of enjoying a long conversation with this 
sensible young lady, who gave him to understand 
that her husband was with his regiment ; and pre- 
sented to him a fine boy, the first fruits of their love, 
whom they had christened by the name of Pere- 
grine, in memory of the friendship which had sub- 
sisted between Godfrey and our youth. 

This proof of their regard, notwithstanding the 
interrujition in their correspondence, made a deep 
impression upon the mind of our adventurer, who 
having made the warmest acknowledgments for 
this undeserved mark of respect, took the child in 
his arms, and almost devoured him with kisses, 
protesting before God, that he should always con- 
sider him with the tenderness of a parent. This was 
the highest compliment he could pay to the gentle 
Sophy, who again kindly chid him for his disdainful 
and precipitate retreat, immediately after her mar- 
riage ; and expressed an earnest desire of seeing him 
and the captain reconciled. He assured her, nothing 
could give him greater satisliiction than such an 
event, to which he would contribute all that lay in 
his power, though he could not help looking upon 
himself as injured by Captain Gauntlet’s behaviour, 
which denoted a suspicion of his honour, as well as 
contempt for liis understanding. The lady under- 
took for the conc<‘Ssion of her husband, who, she 
told him, had been extremely sorry for his own 
heat, after Mr. Pickle's departure, and would have 
followed him to the garrison, in order to solicit his 
forgiveness, had he not been restrained by certain 
punctilios, occasioned by some acrimonious expres- 
sions that dropped from Peregrine at the inn. 

After having cleared up this misunderstanding, 
she proceeded to give an account of Emilia, whose 
behaviour, at that juncture, jilainly indicated a con- 
tinuance of affection for her first lover; and desired, 
that he would give her full powers to bring that 
matter also to an accommodation : “ For 1 am not 
more certain of ray own existence,” said she, “ than 
that you are still in possession of my sister’s heart.” 
At this declaration, the tear started in his eye. 
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But he shook his nead, and declined her good 
offices, wishing that the young lady might be 
much more happy than ever he should be able to 
make her. 

Mrs. Gauntlet, confounded at these expressions, 
and moved by the desponding manner in which 
they were delivered, begged to know if any new 
obstacle was raised, by some late change in liis 
sentiments or situation. And he, in order to avoid 
a painful explanation, told her, that he had long 
despaired of being able to vampiish Emilia’s resent- 
ment, and for that reason <piitted the pursuit, which 
he would never renew, howsoever his heart might 
sufier by that resolution ; though he took Heaven 
to witness, that his love, esteem, and admiration of 
her, were not in the least impaired. But the true 
motive of his laying aside his design, was the 
consciousness of his dtcayed fortune, which, by 
adding to the sensibility of his pride, increased the 
horror of another repulse. She expressed her 
concern for this determination, both on his own 
aiieount, and in behalf of Emilia, Avhose happiness, 
in her opinion, depend(‘d upon his constancy and 
affection ; and she would lia\e (questioned him more 
minutely about the state of his affairs, had not lie 
discouraged the iniquiry, by seeking to introduce 
another subject of conversation. 

After mutual protestations of friendship and re- 
gard, he promised to visit her often, during her 
residence in town; and took his leave in a strangt* 
perplexity of mind, occasioned by the images of 
love, intruding upon the remonstrances of carking 
care. IJe had some time ago forsaken those ex- 
travagant coiiijianions with whom he had rioted in 
the heyday of Ids fortune, and begun to consort 
M’ith a gra\er and more sober species of ac(iuaint- 
ance. But he now found himself disabled from 
cultivating the society <ff these also, wdio were men 
of ample estates and liberal dispositions; in eon- 
serquence of 'which, their parties were too exqiensive 
lor the consumqilivc state of bis ffnances; so that 
he was obliged to descend to another degi'ee, and 
mingle wdth a set of old bachelors and younger 
brothers, who subsisted on slender annuities, or 
what is called a bare competency in the qiublic 
funds. This association was composed of second- 
hand qioliticiaiis and minor critics, who in tlu* fore- 
noon saunter in the Mall, or lounge at shows of 
qiictures, aqiqiear in the drawing-room once or twice 
a-week, dine at an ordiuar> , decide disputes in a 
coffee-house, with an air oi* sujierior intelligence, 
freiquent the pit of the qilay-house, and once in a 
mouth sjiend an evening with some noted actor, 
whose remarkahle saj ings they repeat for the enter- 
tainment of their ordinary friends. 

Alter all, he found something eoinfortahle enough 
in the company of these gentlemen, who never 
interested his passions to an}' violence of Iransqiort, 
nor teased him with impertinent curiosity about 
liis private affairs. Eor tliough many of them had 
maintained a very long, elos(% and friendly corre- 
spondence with each other, they never dreamt of 
inequiring into particular concerns ; and if one cf 
the two who were most intimately connected, had 
been asked how' the other made a shift to live ? he 
would have answered with great truth, “Really, 
that is more than 1 know'.” A^ot withstanding this 
phlegmatic indifference, which is of the true English 
production, they w’ere all inoffensive, good-natured 
people, who loved a joke and a song, delighted in 
telling a merry story, and prided themselves in the 


art of catering, especially in the articles of fish, 
venison, and wild fowl. 

Our young gentleman was not received among 
hem on the footing of a common member, who 
makes interest for his admission ; he was courted 
s a qiersnn of superior genius and importance, and 
his compliance looked upon as an honour to their 
society, dliis their idea of his pre-eminence was 
upqmrted by his conversation, which, while it was 
more liberal and learned than that to which they 
lad been accustomed, was tinctured with an assum- 
ng air, so agreeably diffused, that, instead of pro- 
lucing aversion, it commanded respect. They not 
mly aqiqiealed to him, in all doubts relating to 
foreign parts, to which one and all of them were 
strangers, hut also consulted his knowledge in 
'ustory and divinity, which were frequently the 
opics of their debates ; and, in jioetry of all kinds, 
he decided w'ith such magisterial authority, as even 
weighed against the opinions of the players them- 
selves. The variety of characters he had seen and 
»bserved, and the high spheres of life in which be 
lad so lately moved, furnished him with a thousand 
“iitertaining anecdotes. When ho became a little 
familiarised to his disajipointments, so that his 
natural vivacity began to revive, he flashed among 
hem in such a number of bright sallies, as struck 
them with admiration, and constituted himself a 
classic in wit; insomuch that they began to retail 
bis remnants, and even invited some particular 
friends to come and hear him hold forth. One of 
the players, who had for many years strutted about 
the taverns in the neighbourhood of Covent Garden 
as the Grand Turk of wit and humour, began to 
find his admirers melt away; and a certain petulant 
physician, who had shone at almost all the port 
clubs in tluit end of the town, was actually obliged 
to import his talents into the city, where he has 
now liaqipily taken root. 

Eor was tliis success to be wondered at, if w'e 
consider that, over and above his natural genius 
and education, our adventurer still had the oppor- 
tunity of knowing everything which hapqiened 
among the great, by means of his friend Cadwal- 
lader, with whom he still maintained his former 
intimacy, though it was now cheiquered with many 
occasional tilts, owing to the sarcastic remon- 
strances of the misanthrope, w'ho disapqirovi^d of 
those schemes whieli miscarried with I’eregrine, 
and now took unseasonable methods of valuing 
himself u[)on his own foresight. I<ay, he w'as 
between whiles like a raven, croaking presages of 
more ill luck from the deceit of the minister, the 
dissimulation of his qiatroii, the folly of the pro- 
jector, for w horn he was bound, the uncertainty of 
the seas, and the villaii} of those with whom he 
had intrusted liis cash, for Crabtree saw and con- 
sidered every thing through a persqiectivc of spleen, 
that always reflected the worst side of human nature. 

Eor these reasons our young gentleman began to 
be disgusted, at certain intervals, with the character 
of this old man, wliorn he now thought a morose 
cynic, not so much incensed against the follies and 
vices of mankind, as delighted with the distress of 
his fellow-creatures. U'lius he put the most un- 
favourable construction on the principles of his 
friend, because ho found himself justly fallen under 
the lash of liis animadversion. 

Thus self-accusation very often dissolves the 
closest friendship. A man, conscious of his om\ 
indiscretion, is implacably offended at the rectitude 
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of his companion’s conduct, which he considers as 
an insult upon his failings, never to be forgiven, 
even though he has not tasted the bitterness of 
reproof, which no sinner can commodiously digest. 
The friendship, therefore, subsisting between Crab- 
tree and Pickle, had of late suffered several 
symptomatic shocks, that seemed to prognosticate 
a total dissolution ; a great deal of smart dialogue 
had passed in their private conversations, and the 
senior began to repent of having placed his con- 
fidence in such an imprudent, headstrong, un- 
governable youth. 

It was in such paroxysms of displeasure, that he 
prophesied misfortune to Peregrine, and even told 
him one morning, that he had dreamed of the ship- 
wreck of the two East Tndiamcn, on board of which 
he had hazarded his money. But this was no other 
than a false vision ; for in a few weeks, one of them 
arrived at her nmorings in the river, and he received 
a thousand in Hen of eight hundred pounds which 
he had lent upon bond to one of the mates. At 
the same time he was informed, that the other ship, 
in which he was concerned, had, in all probability, 
lost her passage for the season, by being unable to 
weather the Cape, lie was not at all concerned at 
that piece of news, knowing, that the longer he 
should lie out of his money, he would liave the 
more interest to receive; and finding his present 
difficulties removed by this supply, his heart began 
to dilate, and his countenance to resume its former 
alacrity. 

This state of exultation, however, was soon in- 
terrupted by a small accident, which he could not 
foresee. He was visited one morning by the person 
who had lent his friend a thousand pounds on his 
security, and given to understand, that the borrower 
had absconded, in consequence of a disappointment, 
by which he had lost the whole sum and all hopes 
of retrieving it ; so that our hero was now liable 
for the debt, whicli lie besought him to discharge 
according to the bond, that he, the lender, might 
not suffer by his humanity. It may be easily 
conceived that Peregrine did not receive this intel- 
ligence in cold blood. He cursed his own im- 
prudence in contracting such engagements with an 
adventurer, whom he did not sufficiently know. 
He exclaimed against the treachery of the pro- 
jector; and having for some time indulged his 
resentment in threats and imprecations, inquired 
into the nature of the scheme which had miscarried. 

The lender, wlio had been informed himself of the 
w'hole affair, gratified his curiosity in this jiarticular, 
by telling him that the fugitive had been cajoled by 
ft certain knight of the post, who undertook to 
manage the thousand pounds in such a manner as 
would, in a very little time, make him perfectly 
independent ; and thus he delineated the plan ; 
“ One half of the sum,” said he, “ shall be laid out 
in jewels, whit^h I will pawn to certain persons of 
credit and fortune, who lend money upon such 
pledges at an exorbitant interest. I’he other shall 
be kept for relieving them, so that they may be 
again deposited with a second set of those honour- 
able usurers ; and when they shall have been cir- 
culated in this manner through a variety of hands, 
we will extort money from each of the pawn- 
brokers, by threatening them with a public pro- 
secution, for exacting illegal interest ; and I know 
that they will bleed freely, rather than be exposed 
to the infamy attending such an accusation.” The 
scheme was feasible, and though not very honour- 


able, made such an impression upon the needy 
borrower, that he assented to the proposal ; and, by 
our hero’s credit, the money was raised. The 
jewels were accordingly purchased, pawned, re- 
lieved, and repledged by tlic agent, who undertook 
to manage the whole affair; and so judiciously 
was the project executed, that he could have easily 
proved each lender guilty of the charge. Having 
thus far successfully transacted the business, this 
faithful agent visited them severally on his own 
account, to give them intimation, that his employei 
intended to sue them on the statute of usury ; upon 
which, every one for himself bribed the informer 
to withdraw his evidence, by which alone he could 
be convicted ; and having i*eceived these gratifica- 
tions, he had thought proper to retreat into France 
with the whole booty, including the original thou- 
sand that put them in motion. In consequence of 
this decampment, the borrov'er had withdrawn 
himself; so that the lender was obliged to have 
recourse to his security. 

This was a veiy mortifying accoutit to our young 
gentleman, who in vain reminded the narrator of 
his promise, importing, that he would not demand 
the money, until he should be called to an account 
by his ward ; and observed, that, long before that 
period, the fugitive might appear and discharge the 
debt. But the other was dt‘af to these remon- 
strances ; alleging, that his promise w'as j)rovisi<)nal, 
on the supposition that the borrower would deal 
candidly and fairly ; that he had forfeited all title to 
his friendship and trust, by the scandalous selieino 
in which be had embarked; and that his trea- 
cherous flight from his security was no proof of his 
honesty and intended return ; but, on the contrary, 
a warning, by which he (the lender) was taught to 
take care of himst'lf. He therefore insisted upon 
his being indemnified immediately, on pain of 
letting tlie law take its course ; and IVrcgrine was 
actually obliged to part with the whole sum he had 
so lately received. But this payment w as not made 
without extreme reluctance, indignation, and de- 
nunciation of eternal w^ar against the absconder, 
and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom h* suspi'Cted 
some collusion. 

CHAPTER XCT. 

Cadwalladcr acts the part of a ('oiuforter to his Friend ; and 

in his turn is consoled hy Ferejfrinc, Avho begins to ImJ 
himself a most egregious Dupe. 

This new misfortune, wliich lie justly charged to 
the account of his own folly, recalled his chagrin ; 
and though he endeavoured with all his miglit to 
conceal the affair from the knowledge of (-ad w a 1- 
lader, tliat prying observer perceived liis counte- 
nance overcast. The projector’s sudden disappear- 
ance alarming his suspicion, he managed his 
iiKjuiries with so much art, that in a few' days he 
made himself acquainted with every particular of 
the transaction, and resolved to gratify his spleen 
at the expense of the impatient dupe. Witli this 
view, he took an opportunity to accost him with a 
very serious air, saying a friend of his had imme- 
diate occasion for a thousand pounds, and as Pere- 
grine had the exact sum lying by him, he would 
take it as a great favour if he would part with it 
for a few months on undoubted security. Had 
Pickle known the true motive of this demand, he 
would in all likelihood have made a very disagree- 
able answer ; but Crabtree had wrapt himself up so 
securedy in the dissimulation of his features, that 



377 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

the youth could not possibly penetrate into his Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and 
intention ; and in the most galling suspense replied, steeled with his boasted stoicism, this epistle threw 
that the money was otherwise engaged. The him into such an agony of vexation, that a double 
misanthrope, not contented with this irritation, proportion of souring was visible in his aspect, 
assumed the prerogative of a friend, and questioned when he was visited by the author, who having 
him so minutely about the disposal of the cash, observed and followed the postman at a proper 
that, after numberless evasions, which cost him a distance, introduced a conversation upon his own 
world of torture to invent, he could contain his disappointments, in which, among other circiim- 
vexation no longer, but exclaimed in a rage, stances of his own ill luck, he told him, that his 
“ your impertinence ! ’tis gone to the devil, patron’s steward had desired to be excused from 
and that’s enough ?” “ Thereafter, as it may be,” paying the last quarter of his interest precisely at 
said this tormentor, with a most provoking indiffer- the appointed term, for which reason he should be 
ence of aspect, “ I should be glad to know u|X)n utterly void of cash, and therefore requested that 
what footing ; for 1 suppose you have some ex- Crabtree would accommodate him with an hundred 
Iicctationof advantage from that quarter.” “ ’Sdeathl pieces of his next remittance from the country, 
sir,” cried the impatient youth, *• if I had any This demand galled and perplexed the old man 
expection from hcll,^ 1 would make interest with to such a degree, that the muscles of his face 
you ; for I believe, from my soul, you are one of assumed a contraction peculiarly virulent, and ex- 
its most favoured ministers upon earth.” With hibited the character of Diogenes with a most 
these words, he flung out of the room, leaving lively expression ; he knew that a confession of his 
C adwallader very well satisfied with the chastise- true situation would furnish IMckle with an oppor- 
ment he had bestowed. tunity to make reprisals upon him, with intolerable 

I’eregriiie having cooled himself with a solitary triumph ; and that, by a downright refusal to sup 
walk in the park, during which the violence of his ply his w'ants, he w ould for ever forfeit his friend- 
choler gradually evaporated, and his reflection was ship and esteem, and might provoke him to take 
called to a serious deliberation upon the posture of ample vengeanee for his sordid behaviour, by 
his aflairs, he resolved to redouble his diligence and exposing him, in his native colours, to the resent- 
importiinity wdth his patron and the minister, m ment of those whom he had so long deceived. 
ord»*r to obtain some sinecure, which would in- These considerations kept him some time in a 
demnify liim for the damage he had sustained on most rancorous state of suspense, which Peregrine 
tludr account. He accordingly went to his lord- alFected to misinterpret, by bidding him freely 
ship and signified his demand, after having told declare his suspicion, if he did not think it safe to 
him, that he had suflered several fresh losses, w hich comply with his request, and he would make shift 
rendered an immediate provision of that sort elsew’here. 

necessary to his credit and subsistence. This seeming misconstruction increased the tor- 

His n<)l)le friend commended him for the regard ture of the misanthrope, who, with the utmost irri- 
he manifested for his own interest, which he con- tation of feature, “Oons!” cried he, “what villany 
sidered as a proof of his being at last detached have you noted in my conduct, that you treat me 
trom the caredess inadvertency of youth ; he like a rascally usurer ?” I’cregrine very gravely 
approved of his demand, wdiich he assured him replied, that the question needed no answer; “for,” 
should be faithfully transmitted to the minister, said he, “had I considered you as an usurer, I 
and hacked with all his influence; and encouraged would have come with a security under my arm ; 
his hope, by observing, that some profitable nlaccs but, all evasion apart, will you stead me ? will you 
were at that time vacant, and, so far as he xtiiew, pleasure me? shall I have the money?” “Would 
unengaged. it were in your belly, with a barrel of gunpowder!” 

I’liis conversation helped to restore the tranquil- exclaimed the enraged cynic, “ since I must be ex- 
lity ot I’ickle’s breast, though he still harboured cruciated, read that ))laguy paper! — s'blood! w’hy 
resentment against (’adw^allader, on account of the didn’t nature clap a pair of long ears and a tail upon 
last insult ; and on the instant he formed a plan of me, that 1 might be a real ass, and champ thistles 
revenge. He knew the misanthroj)e’s remittances on some common, independent of my fellow-crea- 
from his estate in the country had been of late very tures? Would 1 w'ere a w'orm, that I might creep 
scanty, in consequence of rejiairs and bankruptcies into the earth, and thatch my habitation with a 
among his tenants; so that, in spite of all his single straw; or rather a w'asp or a viper, that I 
frugality, he had been but barely able to maintain might make the rascally world feel my resentment, 
his credit,^ and even that was engaged on the But w’hy do I talk of rascality ? folly, folly, is the 
strength ol his running rent. Being therefore in- scourge of life ! Gi\e me a scoundrel, so he be a 
timately acquainted with the particulars of his sensible one, and I wull put him in my heart of 
fortune, he w rote a letter to (Vabtree, subscribed hearts I but a fool is more mischievous than famine, 
wdth the name of his principal farmer’s wife, im- pestilence, and war. The idiotical hag that writes, 
porting, that her husband being lately dead, and or causes to be w'rit, this same letter, has ruined her 
the greatest part of her cattle destroyed by the family, and broke her husband’s heart, by ignorance 
infectious distemper, she found herself utterly in- and mismanagement ; and she imputes her calamity 
capable of paying the rent whicli was due, or even to Providence with a vengeance; and so I am de- 
ot keejiing the farm, unless he would, out of his frauded of three hundred {lounds, the greatest part 
great goodness, be i)leased to give her some assist- of wiiich 1 owe to tradesmen, whom I have pro- 
aiice, and allow her to sit free for a twelvemonth mised to j)ay this very (juarter. Pox upon her! I 
to come. This intimation he found means to con- would she were a horned beast, that the distemper 
vey by post from a market town adjoining to the might lay hold on her. The beldame has the im- 
farm, directed in the usual style to the cynic, who pudence too, aftiT she has brought me into this 
seeing it stamped with the known marks, could not dilemma, to solicit my assistance to stock the farm 
possibly suspect any imposition. anew ! Before God, 1 have a good mind to send her 
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a halter, and perhaps I might purchase another for 
myself, but that I would not furnish food for laughter 
to knaves and coxcombs.” 

Peregrine having perused the billet, and listened 
to this ejaculation, replied with great composure, 
that he was ashamed to see a man of his years and 
pretensions to philosophy so ruffled by a trifle. 
“ What signify all the boasted hardships you have 
overcome,” said he, “ and the shrewd observations 
you pretend to have made on human nature? 
Wliere is that stoical indifierence you affirm you 
have attained, if such a paltry disappointment can 
disturb you in this manner ? What is the loss of 
three hundred pounds, compared with the misfor- 
tunes which I myself have undergone within these 
two years ? Yet you will take upon you to act the 
censor, and inveigh against the impatience and im- 
petuosity of youth, as if you yourself had gained an 
absolute concjucst over all the passions of tne heart. 
You was so kind as to insult me t’other day in my 
affliction, by reproaching me with indiscretion and 
misconduct ; suppose 1 were now to retort the im- 
putation, and ask how a man of your profound 
sagacity could leave your fortune at the discretion 
of ignorant peasants ? How could you be so blind 
as not to foresee the necessity of repairs, together 
“with the danger of bankruptcy, murrain, or thin 
crop? Why did you not convert your land into 
ready money, and, as you have no connexions in 
life, purchase an annuity, on which you might have 
lived at your case, without any fear of the conse- 
quence? — Can’t you, from the whole budget of 
your philosophy, cull one apophthegm to console 
you for this trivial mischance ?” 

“ Hot your rapidity !” said the cynic, half choked 
with gall ; “ if the cancer or the pox were in your 
throat, 1 should not be thus tormented with your 
tongue ; and yet a magpie shall speak infinitely 
more to the purpose. Don’t you know, Mr. Wise- 
a(;re, that my case does not fall within the province 
of philosophy ? Had I been curtailed of all my 
members, racked by the gout and gravel, deprived 
of liberty, robbed of an only child, or visited with 
the death of a dear friend like you, philosophy 
might have contributed to my consolation ; but will 
philosophy pay my debts, or free me from the bur- 
den of obligation to a set of fellows whom T despise ? 

— Speak — jjronounce demonstrate or may 

Heaven close your mouth for ever !” 

“ These arc the comfortable fruits of your misan- 
thropy,” answered the youth ; “ your laudable 
scheme of detaching yourself from the bonds of 
society, and of moving in a superior sphere of your 
own. Had you not been so peculiarly sage, and 
intent upon laughing at mankind, you could never 
have been disconcerted by such a pitiful incon- 
venience; any friend would have accommodated 
you with the sum in question. But now the Morld 
may retort the laugh ; for you stand upon such an 
agreeable footing with your acquaintance, that no- 
thing could please them better than an account of 
your having given disappointment the slip, by the 
help of a noose properly applied. This I mention 
by way of hint, upon which I would have you 
chew the cud of reflection ; and, should it come to 
that issue, I will use my whole interest with the 
coroner to bring in his verdict Lunacy^ that your 
carcase may have Christian burial.” 

So saying, he withdrew, very well satisfied with 
the revenge he had taken, which operated so vio- 
lently upon Crabtree, that, if it had not been for 


the sole consideration mentioned above, he would, 
in all probability, have had recourse to the remedy 
proposed. But his unwillingness to oblige and 
entertain his fellow-creatures hindered him from 
practising that expedient, till, by course of post, 
he was happily undeceived with regard to the 
situation of his afiairs ; and that information had 
such an effect upon him, that he not only forgave 
our hero for the stratagem, which he immediately 
ascribed to the right author, but also made him a 
tender of his purse ; so that matters for the present 
were brought to an amicable accommodation. 

Meanwhile reregrine never slacked in his attend- 
ance upon the great ; he never omitted to appear 
upon every levee day, employed his industry and 
penetration in getting intelligence of posts that 
were unfilled, and every day recommended himself 
to the good offices of his patron, who seemed to 
espouse his interest with great cordiality ; never- 
theless, he was always too late in his a])plication, 
or the ])lace he demanded chanced to be out of the 
minister's gift. 

These intimations, though communicated in the 
most warm professions of friendship and regard, 
gave great umbrage to the young gentleman, who 
considered them as the evasions of an insincere 
courtier, and loudly complained of them as such to 
his lordship, signifying, at the same time, an inten- 
tion to sell his mortgage for ready money, which 
he would expend to the last farthing iu thwarting 
his honour, in the very first election he should 
patronize. His lordship never wanted a proper 
exhortation upon these occasions. He did not now 
endeavour to pacify him with assurances of the 
minister’s favour, because he perceived that these 
medicines had, by repeated use, lost their effect 
upon our adventurer, whose menaces he now com- 
bated by representing that the minister’s purse was 
heavier than that of Mr. J’ickle; that, therefore, 
should he make a point of opposing his interest, the 
youth must infallibly fail in the contest ; in which 
case he would find himself utterly destitute of the 
means of subsistence, and consequently precluded 
from all hope of provision. 

This was an observation, the truth of which our 
young gi'ntleman could not ])retcnd to doubt, though 
it did not at all tend to the vindication of his 
honour’s conduct, indeed I’ickle began to suspect 
the sincerity of his own jiatron, who, in his opinion, 
had trifled with Ins impatience, and even eluded, by 
sorry excuses, his desire of having another private 
audience of the first mover. His lordship also 
began to be less accessible than usual ; and Pere- 
grine bad been obliged to dun the steward with 
repeated demands, before he could finger the last 
quarter of his interest. 

Alarmed by these considerations, he went and 
consulted the nobleman whom he had obliged in 
the affair of his son, and had the mortification to 
hear but a very indift'erent character of the person 
in whom he had so long confided. This new ad- 
viser, who, though a courtier, was a rival of the 
other, gave our adventurer to understand, that he 
had been leaning upon a broken reed; that his 
professed patron was a man of a shattered fortune 
and decayed interest, which extended no farther 
than a smile and a whisper ; that, for his own part, 
he should have been proud of an opportunity to use 
his influence with the minister in behalf of Mr. 
Pickle. “But, since you have put yourself under 
the protection of another peer,” said he, “ whose 
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connexions interfere with mine, I cannot now 
espouse your cause, without incurring the imputa- 
tion of seducing that nobleman’s adherents — a 
charge which, of all others, I would most carefully 
avoid. However, I shall always be ready to assist 
ou M ith my private advice, as a specimen of which, 
uow counsel you to insist upon having another 
interview with Sir Steady Stecrwell himself, that 
you may in person explain your pretensions, with- 
out any risk of being misrepresented ; and endea- 
vour, if possible, to draw him into some particular 
jiromise, from which he cannot retract, with any 
regard to his reputation ; for general profession is 
a necessary armour worn by all ministers in their 
ow^n defence, against the importunity of those whom 
they will not befriend, and would not disoblige.” 

This advice was so conformable to his own sen- 
timents, that our adventurer seized the first oppor- 
tunity to demand a hearing, and plainly told his 
patron, that, if he could not he indulged with that 
favour, he should look upon his lordship’s influence 
to be very small, and his own hopes to be altogether 
desperate ; in w’hich case he was resolved to dis- 
pose of the mortgage, purchase an annuity, and live 
independent. 

CHAPTER XCTl. 

lie iR Indulged with a second Audience by the Minister, of 
whose Sincerity he is convinced. Ills Pride and Ambition 
revive, and uRain are niortilied. 

If the young gentleman’s money had been in other 
hands, jicrhaps the peer would have been at very 
little pains, either in gratifying his demand, or op- 
posing his revenge; but he knew that the sale of 
the mortgage could not be effected without an in- 
quiry, to which he did not wish to be exposed. He 
therefore employed all his interest in procuring the 
solicited audience. This being granted, I’eregrine, 
with great warmth and elocution, expatiated upon 
the injury his fortune had suffered in the affair of 
the borough, for which he had stood candidate; 
he took notice of the disappointment hi; had sus- 
tained in the other election, reminded him of the 
promises with which he had been amu.sed, and, in 
eonelusion, desired to know what he had to expect 
from his favour. 

'J’he minister having patiently heard him to an 
end, replied with a most gracious asjiect, that he 
was very w’ell informed of his merit and attach- 
ment, and very much disposed to convince him of 
the regard which he paid to both ; that till of late 
he did not know the nature of his expectations, 
neither had he the power of creating posts for 
those whom he was inclined to serve ; but if Mr. 
Pickle would chalk out any feasible method by 
which he could manifest his sentiments of friend.ship, 
he should not be liackward in executing the plan. 

Peregrine, la> ing hold on this declaration, men- 
tioned several places which lie knew to he vacant 
But the old evasion was still used ; one of them 
was not in his department of business, another had 
been promised to the third son of a certain earl be- 
fore the death of the last possessor, and a third was 
encumbered with a pension that ate up a good half 
of the appointments. In short, such obstructions 
were started to all his jiroposals as he could not 
possibly surmount, though he plainly perceived 
they were no other than specious pretexts to <jover 
the mortifying side of a refusal. Exasperated, 
therefore, at this lack of sincerity and gratitude, “ I 
can easily foresee,” said he, “ that such difficulties 


will never be wanting, when I have any thing 
to ask ; and for that reason will save myself the 
trouble of any farther application.” So saying, 
he withdrew in a very abrupt manner, breathing 
defiance and revenge. But his patron, who did not 
think proper to drive him to extremities, found 
means to persuade his honour to do something tor 
the pacification of the young man’s choler; and 
that same evening our adventurer received a mos- 
s^c from his lordship, desiring to see him imme- 
diately. 

In consequence of this intimation. Pickle went 
to his house, and appeared before him with a very 
cloudy asjiect, which signified to whom it might 
concern, that his temper was at present too much 
galled to endure reproof ; and therefore the sagaci- 
ous peer forbore taking him to task for his behaviour 
during tlu* audience he had obtained ; but gave him 
to understand, that the minister, in consideration of 
his .services, had sent him a bank note of three 
hundred pounds, with a jiromise of the like sum 
yearly, until he could be otherwise provided for. 
This declaration in some measure appeased the 
youth, who condescended to accept the present ; 
and, next levee day. made his acknowledgment to 
the donor, who favoured him with a smile of in- 
finite complacency, wdiich entirely dissipated all 
the remains of' his resentment ; for, as he could 
not possibly divine the true cause of his being 
temporized with, he looked upon this condescension 
as an undoubted proof of Sir Steady’s sincerity, 
and firmly believed that he would settle him in 
some place with the first opportunity, rather than 
continue to pay this pension out of his own pocket. 
In all probability, his prediction would have been 
verified, had not an unforeseen accident in a mo- 
ment overwhelmed the bark of his interest at court. 

Meanwhile, this short gleam of good forfune re- 
called the ideas of pride and ambition which he 
had formerly cherished. His countenance was 
again lifted up, his good humour retrieved, and his 
mien re-exalted. Indeed, he began to be considered 
as a rising man by his fellow dependents, who saw 
the jiartieular notice with which he waj favoured 
at the public levee ; and some of them, for that 
reason, wn?re at pains to court his good graces. He 
no longer shunned his former intimates, with whom 
a good part of his fortune had been sjient, but 
made up to them in all places of public resort, 
with the same ease and familiarity as ho had been 
used to express, and even re-embarked in some of 
their excesses, upon the strength of his sanguine 
expectation. Cadwallader and he renewed their 
consultations in the court of ridicule ; and divers 
exploits were achieved, to the confusion of those 
who had sailed into the north of their displeasure. 

But these enjoyments were soon interrupted by 
a misfortune equally fatal and unexpected. His 
noble patron was seized w'ith an apoplectic fit, from 
which he was recovered by the physicians, that 
they might dispatch him according to rule, and in 
two months after they were called, he went the 
way of all flesh. Peregrine w’as very much afflicted 
at this event, not only on account of his friendship 
for the deceased, to wdiom he thought himself 
under many and great obligations, but also because 
he feared that his own interest would suffer a se- 
vere shock, by the removal of this nobleman, whom 
he considered as its chief suppoK. He put hiaiself 
therefore in mourning, out of regard to the memory 
of his departed friend, and exhibited genuine 
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marks of sorrow and concern, though he had in 
reality more cause to grieve than he as yet imagined. 

When quarter-day came about, he applied to the 
steward of his lordship’s heir for the interest of his 
money, as usual ; and the reader will readily own 
he had some reason to be surprised, when he was 
told he had no claim either to principal or interest. 
True it is, the manager talked very civilly as well 
as sensibly on the subject. “ Your appearance, 
sir,” said he to Pickle, “ screens you from all sus- 
picion of an intended fraud ; but the mortgage 
upon those lands you mention was granted to 
another person many years before you pretend to 
have lent that sum ; and I have, this very morning, 
paid one quarter’s interest, as appears from this re- 
ceipt, which you may peruse for your satisfaction.” 

Peregrine was so thunderstruck at this infonna- 
tion, which stripped him of his all, that he could 
not utter one word ; a circumstance that did no 
great honour to his character in the opinion of the 
steward, who, in good earnest, began to entertain 
some doubts of his integrity. For, among the 
papers of the deceased, which he had examined, 
there was no writing, memorandum, or receipt re- 
lating to this encumbrance. After a long pause of 
stupefaction. Peregrine recollected himself so far 
as to observe, that either he w'as egrcgiously mis- 
taken, or the predecessor of his lord the greatest 
villain upon earth. “Ilut, Mr. Whatd’yeallum,” 
said he, “ you must give me leave to tell you, that 
jy oiir bare assertion in this affair will by no means 
induce me to put up quietly with the loss of ten 
thousand pounds.” 

Having thus expressed himself, he retired from 
the house so discontented at this demur, that 
he scarce know wliether he moved upon his head 
or heels ; and the Park chancing to lie in his way, 
he sauntered about, giving vent to a solilo<juy in 
praise of his departed friend, the burden of which 
was a string of incoherent curses imprecated upon 
himself; till his transports by degrees giving way 
to his reflection, he deliberated seriously and sor- 
rowfully upon his misfortune, and resolved to con- 
sult lawyers without loss of time. Put, first of all, 
he proposed to make personal application to the 
heir, who, by a candid repn*sentation of the case, 
might be inclined to do him justice. 

In consequence of this determination, he next 
morning put his writings in his pocket, and went in 
a chair to the house of the young nobleman, to 
whom, being admitted by virtue of his ai)pearance, 
and a small gratification to the jiorter, he explained 
the whole affair, corroborating his assertions with 
the papers which he produced, and describing the 
disgrace that w'oiild be entailed upon the memory 
of the deceased, should he be obliged to seek redress 
in a public court of justice. 

The executor, who was a person of good breed- 
ing, c(*ndoled him upon his loss with great good- 
nature, though he did not seem much surprised at 
his account of the matter ; but wished, that, since 
the fraud must have been committed, the damage 
had flillen upon the first mortgager, who, he said, 
was a thievish usurer, grown rich by the distresses 
of his fellow-creatures. In answer to our hero’s 
remonstrances, he observed, that he did not Itmk 
upon himself as obliged to pay the least regard to 
the character of his predecessor, who had used him 
with great barbarity and injustice, not only in ex- 
cluding him from his countenance and assistance, 
but also in prejudicing his inheritance as much as 


lay in his power ; so that it could not be reason 
ably expected that he would pay ten thousand 
pounds of his debt, for which he had received no 
value. Peregrine, in spite of his chagrin, could 
not help owning w'ithin himself, that there w^as a 
good deal of reason in this refusal. After having 
^iven loose to his indignation in the most violent 
invectives against the defunct, he took his leave 
of the complaisant heir, and had immediate recourse 
to the advice of counsel, w ho assured him that he 
had an excellent plea, and w^as accordingly retained 
in the cause. 

All these measures were taken in the first vigour 
of his exertion, during which his spirits were so 
fluttered with the diversity of passions produced 
by his mischance, that he mistook for equanimity 
that which was no other than intoxication ; and 
two whole days elapsed before he attained a due 
sense of his misfortune. Then, indeed, he under- 
went a woeful self-examination ; every circum- 
stance of the inquiry added fresh pangs to his 
reflection ; and the result of the whole was a dis- 
covery, that his fortune was totally consumed, and 
himself reduced to a state of the most deplorable 
dependence. This suggestion alone might, in the 
anguish of his despondency, have driven him to 
some desperate course, had it not been in some 
measure qualified by the confidence of his lawyers, 
and the lussnrancc of the minister, which, slender 
as the world hath generally found them, were the 
only bulwarks betw'een misery and him. 

The mind is naturally pliable, and, provided it 
has the least hope to lean upon, adapts itself won- 
derfully to the emergencies of fortune, especially 
when the imagination is gay and luxuriant. This 
was the ease with our adventurer ; instead of in- 
dulging the melancholy ideas which his loss in- 
spired, he had recourse to the flattering delusions 
of hope, soothing himself with unsubstantial jdans 
of future greatness, and endeavouring to cover what 
was past w ith the veil of oblivion. 

After some hesitation, he resolved to make Crab- 
tree ac(juainled with his misfortune, that once for 
all he might pass the ordeal of his satire, without 
subjecting himself to a long series of sarcastic hints 
and doubtful allusions, wdiich he could not endure. 
He accordingly took the first opportunity of telling 
him that he w as absolutely ruined by the perfidy 
of his patron, and (h‘sired that he w ould not aggra- 
vate his affliction by those cynical remarks wdiich 
were peculiar to men of his misanthropical dispo- 
sition. Cadualladcr listened to this declaration, 
with internal surprise, which, however, produced 
no alteration in his countenance ; and, after some 
pause, observed, that our hero had no reason to 
look for any new observation from him iqion this 
event, which he had long foreseen, and daily ex- 
pected ; and exhorted him, with an ironical sneer, 
to console himself with the promise of the minis- 
ter, who w ould doubtless discharge the debts of his 
deceased bosom friend. 

CIIArTER XCIIL 

Peregrine commits himself to the I’ublic, and is admitted 
Meml)er of a College of Authors. 

The bitterness of this explanation being passed, 
our young gentleman began to revolve within him- 
self schemes f w making up the deficiencies of his 
yearly income, which was now so grievously re- 
duced ; and determined to profit, in some shape or 
other, by those talents which he owed to nature 
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and education. He had, in his affluence, heard of 
several authors, who, without any pretensions to 
genius, or liuman literature, earned a very genteel 
subsistence by undertaking work for booksellers, in 
which reputation was not at all concerned. One, 
lor example, professed all manner of translation, at 
so much per sheet, and actually kept five or six 
amanuenses continually employed, like so many 
clerks in a countinghouse ; by which means he was 
enabled to live at his ease, and enjoy his friend and 
his bottle, ambitious of no other character than that 
of an honest man, and a good neighbour. Another 
projected a variety of plans for new dictionaries, 
wh ich were executed under his e^ e by day-labourers ; 
and the province of a third was history and voyages, 
collected or abridged by understrappers of the same 
class. 

Mr. Pickle, in his comparisons, paid such defe- 
rence to his own capacity, as banished all doubts of 
liis being able to excel any of those undertakers in 
their different branches of profession, if ever he 
should be driven to that experiment; but his am- 
bition prompted him to make his interest and glory 
coincide, by attempting some performance which 
should do him honour with the public, and at the 
same time establish his importance among the eopy- 
juu'chasers in town. With this view, he worshiped 
the muse ; and, conscious of the little regard which 
is in this age paid to every sjiecies of poetic com- 
position, in which neither satire nor obscenity oc- 
curs, he produced an imitation of Juvenal, and 
lashed sonu* consiiicuous characters, with equal 
truth, spirit, and severity. Though his name did 
not appear in the title-page of this production, he 
managed matters so, as tliat the work was univer- 
sally imputed to the true author, who was not alto- 
gether disappointed in his expectations of success ; 
for the impression was immediately sold off, and the. 
piece became the subject of conversation in all 
assemblies of taste. 

'I’his happy exordium not only attracted the 
addresses of the booksellers, who made interest for 
his accpiaintance, but also roused the notice of a 
soeiet} ot authors, who styled themselves, “ The 
College,” from which he was honoured wdth a de- 
putation, offering to enroll him a mmnber by unani- 
mous consent. The person employed for this 
j)urpost‘ being a bard who had formerly tasted of 
our hero’s bounty, used all his eloquence to jier- 
siiade him to comply with the advances of their 
fraternity, which he described in such a manner as 
inflamed tlie curiosity of Tickle, who dismissed the 
ambassador, with an acknowledgment of the great 
honour they conferred upon him, and a faithful 
promise of endeavouring to merit the continuance 
of their approbation. 

He was afterwards, by the same minister, in- 
structed in the ceremonies of the college ; and, in 
consequence of his information, composed an ode, 
to be publicly recited on the evening of his intro- 
duction. He understood that this constitution was 
no other than a body of authors, incorporated by 
mutual consent, for their joint advantage and satis- 
faction, opposed to another assembly of the same 
kind, their avowed enemies and detractors. No 
wonder, then, that they sought to strengthen them^ 
selves with such a valuable aeiiuisition as our hero 
was like to prove. The college consisted of authors 
only, and these of all degrees in point of reputa- 
tion, from the fabricator of a song, set to music, 
and sung at Marybone. to the dramatic bard who 


had appeared in buskins upon the stage ; nay, one 
of the members had actually finished eight In^ks 
of an epic poem, for the publication of which, he 
was, at that time, soliciting subscriptions. 

It cannot be supposed that ^lucli a congregation 
of the sons of Apollo would sit a whole evening 
with order and decorum, unless they were under 
the check of some established authority ; and this 
inconvenience having been foreseen, they had 
elected a president, vested with full power to silence 
any member or members that should attempt to 
disturb the harmony and subordination of the 
whole. The sage, who at this time possessed the 
chair, was a person in years, whose countenance 
was a lively portraiture of that rancorous dis- 
content which follows repeated damnation. He 
had been extremely unfortunate in his tlicatrical 
productions, and was (to use the words of a profane 
wag, who assisted at the condemnation of his last 
play) by this time damned bej/ond redemption. 
Nevertheless, he still tarried about the skirts of 
Tarnassus, translating sonic of the classics, and 
writing miscellanies ; and by dint of an invincible 
assurance, supercilious insolence, the most un- 
daunted virulence of tongue, and some knowledge 
)f life, he made shift to acquire and maintain the 
?haracter of a man of learning and wit, in the 
opinion of people who liad neither ; that i.s, thirty- 
nine in forty of those with whom he associated 
himself, lie was even looked upon in this light by 
some few of the college ; though the major part of 
those who favoured his election, were such as 
ireaded his malice, respected his experience and 
seniority, or hated his competitor, who was the 
epic poet. 

The chief end of this society, as 1 have already 
linted, was to assist and support each other in their 
productions, which they mutually recommended to 
sale, with all their art and influenee, not only in 
private conversation, but also in occasional epigrams, 
?riticistns, and advertisements, inserted in the 
public papers. This science, which is 'known by 
Jie vulgar appellation of pujjingy they carried to 
such a ])itch of finesse, that an author very often 
wrote an abusive answer to his own performance, 
n order to inflame the curiosity of the town, by 
vhich it had been overlooked. Notwithstanding 
his general unanimity in the college, a private 
mimosity had long subsisted between the two 
rivals 1 have mentioned, on account of jirecedencc, 

,o which both laid claim, though, by a majority of 
/otes, it had been decided in favour of the present 
chairman. The grudge indeed never proceeded to 
any degree of outrage or defiance, but manifested 
itself at every meeting, in attempts to eclipse each 
other in smart sayings and pregnant repartee ; so 
hat there w as always a delicate mess of this kind 
if wit served up in tlie front of the evening, for the 
entertainment and example of the junior members, 
who never failed to divide upon this occasion, 
declaring themselves for one or other of the com- 
batants, whom they encouraged by their looks, 
gestures, and applause, according to the circum- 
stances of the dispute. 

This honourable consistory was held in the best 
room of an ale-house, which afforded wine, punch, 
or beer, suitable to the purse or inclination of every 
individual, who separately paid for his own choice : 
— and here was our hero introduced in the midst 
of twenty strangers, who, by their looks and equi* 
page, formed a very picturesque variety. He was 



882 


THE ADVENTURES OF 

received with a most gracious solemnity, and placed eye, without being suspected of a conspiracy ? The 
upon the right hand of the president, who, having president, perceiving his drift, and piqued at lus 
commanded silence, recited aloud his introductory presumption, “ To he sure,” said he, “ a man of 
ode, which met with universal approbation. Then a weak head may be very well supposed to have 
was tendered to him the customary oath, obliging convulsions in his eyes.” This repartee produced 
him to consult the honour and advantage of the a laugh of triumph among the chairman’s ad- 
society as far as it should lie in his power, in every lierents ; one of whom observed, that his rival had 
station of life; and this being taken, his temples got a smart rap on the pate. “Yes,” replied the 
were bound with a wreath of laurel, which was bard, “in that respect Mr. C-hairman has the ad- 
kept sacred for such inauguration. vantage of me. Had my head been fortified m iih 

When these rites were performed with all due a horn-work, 1 should not have been so sensible 


ceremony, the new member cast his eyes around 
the place, and took a more accurate survey of his 
brethren ; among whom he observed a strange 
collection of periwigs, with regard to the colour, 
fashions, and dimensions, which were such as he 
had never seen before. Those who sat on each 
side, nearest the president, were generally distin- 
guished by venerable ties, the foretops of which 
exhibited a surprising diversity ; some of them rose 
slanting backwards, like the glacis of a fortification ; 
some were elevated in two distinct eminences, like 
the hills Helicon and Parnassus ; and others were 
curled and reflected, as the horns of Jupiter Ammon. 
Next to these, the majors took place, many of which 
were mere succodanea, made by the apjilication of 
an occasional rose to the tail of a lank bob; and in 
the lower form appeared masses of hair, which 
would admit of no description. 

Their clothes were tolerably well suited to the 
furniture of their heads, the apparel of the upper 
bench being decent and clean, while that of the 
second class was threadbare and soiled ; and at the 
lower end of the room, he perceived divers efforts 
made to conceal their rent breeches and dirty linen. 
Nay, he could distinguish by their countenances 
the different kinds of poetry in which they ex- 
ercised the muse. He saw 'I'ragedy conspicuous in 
a grave solemnity of regard, Satire louring in a 
frown of envy and discontent. Elegy whining in a 
funeral aspect, Pastoral dozing in a most insipid 
languor of face. Ode-writing delineated in a dis- 
tracted stare, and Epigram squinting with a pert 
sneer. — Perhaps our hero refined too much in his 
penetration, when he affirmed, that, over and above 
these discoveries, he could plainly perceive the 
state of every one’s finances, and would have 
undertaken to have guessed each particular sum, 
without varying three farthings from the truth. 

The conversation, instead of becoming general, 
began to fall into parties ; and the e])ic poet had 
actually attracted the attention of a ])rivate com- 
mittee, when the chairman interposed, calling aloud, 
“ No cabals, no conspiracies, gentlemen.” His rival 
thinking it incumbent upon liim to make some 
reply to this rebuke, answered, “We have no 
secrets; he that hath ears, let him hear.” This 
was spoke as an intimation to the company, whose 
looks were instantly whetted with the expectation 
of their ordinary meal ; but the president seemed 
to decline the contest ; for, without putting on his 
fighting face, he calmly replied, that he had seen 
Mr. Metaphor tip the wink, and whisper to one of 
his confederates, and thence judged, that there was 
something mysterious on the carpet. 

The epic poet, believing his antagonist crest- 
fallen, resolved to take the advantage of his 
dejection, that he might enhance his own character 
in the opinion of the stranger ; and, with that 
view, asked, with an air of exultation, if a man 
Blight not be allowed to have a convulsion in his 


of the stroke.” This retort, which carried a severe 
allusion to the president’s wife, liglited up the 
couutimances of the aggressor’s friends, which luid 
begun to be a little ohumbrated ; and had a con- 
trary effect upon the other faction, till their chief, 
collecting all his capacity, returned the salute, b)^ ob- 
serving, that there Avas no occasion for a horn-w ork, 
when the covered w ay w^as not worth defending. 

Such a reprisal upon Mr. Metaphor’s yoke- 
fellow, who was by no means remarkable for her 
beauty, could not fail to operate u})on the hearers ; 
and as for the bard himself, lie was evidently 
ruffled by the reflection ; to wliieli, however, he, 
without hesitation, rojilied, “ Egad ! ’tis my opinion, 
that, if your covered way was laid open, few people 
would venture to give the assault.” “ Not unless 
their batteries wc're more effectual than the fire of 
your wit,” said the president. “ As for that matter,” 
cried tlic other with precipitation, “they would 
have no occasion to batter in breach ; they would 
find the angle of the la pucellv bastion demolished 
to their hands — he, he!” “Rut 1 believe it 
would surpass your understanding,” resumed the 
oliairman, “ to fill up the /c.v.vr.” “ That, 1 own, is 

impracticable,” replied the hard, “there I should 
meet with an hiatus maxnne (Ivjtenihis 

The president, exasperated at this insinuation, in 
presence of the new member, exclaimed with in- 
dignation in his looks, “And yet, if a body of 
pioneers were set at work upon your skull, they 
would find rubbish enough to choke up all the 
common sewers in town,” Here a groan was 
uttered by the admirers of the epic poet, who, 
taking a pinch of snuff with great composure, 
“When a man grows scurrilous,” said he, “1 take 
it for an undoubted proof of his overthrow.” “ If 
that he the case,” cried the other, “ you yourself 
must be tlie vanquished party, for you was the first 
that was driven to personal abuse.” “ I ajipeal,” 
answered the bard, “ to those who can distinguish. 
Gentlenif'n, your judgment.” 

This reference produced an universal clamour, 
and the whole college w'as involved in confusion. 
Everyman entered into dispute with his neighbour 
on the merits of this cause. J'he chairman iriter- 
j)osed his authority in vain ; the noise grew louder 
and louder ; the disputants waxed warm ; the 
epithets of blockhead, fool, and scoundrel, were 
bandied about. Peregrine enjoyed the uproar, and, 
leaping upon the table, sounded the charge to 
battle, which was immediately commenced in ten 
different duels. The lights were extinguished ; the 
combatants thrashed one another without distinc- 
tion; the mischievous Pickle distributed sundry 
random blows in the dark ; and the people below, 
being alpmed with the sound of application, the 
overturning of chairs, and the outcries of those 
who were engaged, came up stairs in a body with 
lights to reconnoitre, and, if ' possible, quell this 
hideous tumult. 
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Objects were no sooner rendered visible, than 
the field of battle exhibited strange groups of the 
standing and the fallen. Each of Mr. Metaphor’s 
eyes was surrounded with a circle of a livid hue ; 
and the president’s nose distilled a quantity of 
clotted blood. One of the tragic authors, finding 
himself assaulted in the dark, had, by way of a 
poniard, employed upon his adversary’s throat a 
knife which lay upon the table, for the convenience 
of cutting cheese ; but, by the blessing of God, the 
edge of It was not keen enough to enter the skin, 
which it had only scratched in divers places. A 
satirist had almost bit off the ear of a lyric bard. 
Shirts and neckcloths were torn to rags ; and there 
was such a woeful wreck of periwigs on the floor, 
that no examination could adjust the property of 
the owners, the greatest i)art of whom were obliged 
to use handkerchiefs by way of nightcap. 

The fray, however, ceased at the approach of 
those who interposed ; part of the combatants being 
tired of an exercise in which they had received 
nothing but hard blows ; part of them bein^^ in- 
timidated by the remonstrances of the landlord and 
his company, who threatened to call the watch ; and 
a very few being ashamed of the scandalous dispute 
in which they were detected. But though the 
battle was ended, it was impossible, for that even- 
ing, to restore harmony and good order to the 
society, which broke up, after tlie president had 
pronounced a short and confused apology to our 
adventurer, for the indecent uproar which had 
unfortunately hapj^ncd on the first night of Ins 
admission. 

Indeed, Peregrine deliberated with himself, 
whether or not his reputation would allow him to 
appear again among this venerable fraternity ; but, 
as he knew some of them to be men of real genius, 
how ridiculous soever their carriag<* might be 
modified, and wiis of that laughing disposition, 
wdiieh is always seeking food for mirth, as Horace 
observes of Philippus, 

Risus undique quacrit ; 

he resolved to frequent the college, notwithstanding 
this accident, which happened at his inauguration ; 
being thereto, moreover, induced by his desire of 
knowing the private history of the stage, wdth 
which he supposed some of the members j)erfectly 
well acquainted. He was also visited, before the 
next meeting, by his introductor, who assured him, 
that such a tumult had never happened since the 
first institution of the assembly, till that very night ; 
and promised, that, for the future, he should have 
no cause to be scandalized at their behaviour. 

Persuaded by these motives and assurances, he 
trusted himself once mor(‘ in the midst of their 
community, and every thing proceeded w ith great 
de^ orum ; all dispute and altercation was avoided, 
and the college applied itself seriously to the pur- 
poses of its meeting, namely, to hear the grievances 
of individuals, and assist them with salutary advice. 
The first person that craved redress was a noisy 
blorth Briton, who complained, in a strange dialect, 
that he had, in the beginning of the season, pre- 
sented a comedy to the manager of a certain theatre, 
who, after it had lain six weeks in his hands, 
returned it to the author, affirming there was neither 
sense nor English in the performance. 

The president, who, by the by, had revised the 
piece, thinking his own reputation concerned, de- 
clared, in presence of the whole society, that, with 


regard to sense, he would not undertake to vindi- 
cate the production ; but, in point of language, no 
fault could be justly laid to its charge. “ The case, 
however, is very plain,” said he ; “ the manager 
never gave himself the trouble to peruse the play, 
but formed a judgment of it from the conversation 
of the author, never dreaming that it had under- 
gone the rcvisal of an English writer ; be that as it 
will, you are infinitely obliged to him for having 
despatched you so soon, and I shall have the better 
opinion of him for it so long as I live ; for I have 
knowm otherguisc authors than you, that is, in 
point of interest and fame, kept in continual at- 
tendance and dependence during the best part of 
their lives, and, after all, disappointed in the ex- 
pectation of seeing their performances exhibited on 
the stage.” 

CHAPTER XCTV. 

Further ProceedinRS of the College. 

This affair was no sooner discussed, than another 
gentleman exhibited a complaint, signifying, that 
he had undertaken to translate into English a 
certain celebrated author, who had been cruel.- 
mangled by fonner attempts ; and that, soon as his 
design took air, the projirietors of those miserable 
translations had endeavoured to prejudice his work, 
by industrious insinuations, contrary to truth and 
fair dealing, importing, that he did not imderstand 
one word of the language w’hich he pretended to 
Iranslate. This being a case that nearly concerned 
the greatest part of the audience, it was taken into 
serious deliberation. Some observed, that it was 
not only a malicious effort against the plaintiff, but 
also a spiteful advertisement to the public, tending 
to promote an inquiry into the abilities of all other 
translators, few of whom, it was w ell know’ii, were 
so cpialified as to stand the test of such examination. 
Others said, that over and above this consideration, 
which ought to have its due weight with the 
college, there was a necessity for concerting mea- 
sures to humble the presumption of booksellers, 
who had, from time immemorial, taken all oppor- 
tunities to oppress and enslave their authors ; not 
only by limiting men of genius to the wages of 
journeymen tailors, without even allowing them 
one sabbath in the week, but also in taking such 
advantages of tlieir necessities as wore inconsistent 
with justice and humanity. “ For example,” t'aid 
one of the members, “ after T myself bad acquired 
a little reputation with the town, I was caressed by 
one of those tyrants, who professed a friendship for 
me, and even supplied me with money, according 
to the exigencies of my situation ; so that 1 looked 
upon him as the mirror of disinterested bene- 
volence; and bad he known my disposition, and 
treated me accordingly, I should have vrit for him 
upon his ow n terms. After I had used his friend- 
ship in this manner for some time, 1 happened to 
have occasion for a small sum of money, and with 
great confidence made another application to my 
good friend ; when all of a sudden he put a stop to 
his generosity, refused to accommodate me in the 
most abrupt and mortifying style; and though I 
was at that time pretty far advanced in a work for 
his benefit, w hich was a sufficient security for what 
I owed him, he roundly asked, how I proposed to 
pay the money which I had already borrowed? 
Thus was 1 used like a young whore just come 
upon the town, whom the bawd allows to run into 
her debt, that she may have it in her power to 
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oppress her at pleasure ; and if the sufferer com- 
plains, she is treated like the most ungrateful 
wretch upon earth; and that too with such ap- 
pearance of reason, as may easily mislead an un- 
concerned spectator. ‘ You unthankful drab I’ she 
will say, ‘ didn’t I take you into my house when 
you hadn’t a shift to your back, a petticoat to your 
tail, nor a morsel of bread to put into your belly ? 
Ila’n’t I clothed you from head to foot like a gentle- 
woman, supported you with board, lodging, and 
all necessaries, till your own extravagance hath 
brought you into distress ; and now you have the 
impudence, you nasty, stinking, brimstone bung- 
awayl to say you are hardly dealt with, when 1 
demand no more than my own ?’ Thus the whore 
and the author are e<iually oppressed, and even left 
without the melancholy privilege of complaining ; 
so that they are fain to subscribe to such terms as 
their creditors shall please to impose.” 

This illustration operated so powerfully upon the 
conviction- and resentment of the whole college, 
that revenge was universally denounced against 
those who had aggrieved the plaintiff ; and, after 
some debate, it was agreed, that he should make a 
new translation of some other saleable book, in op- 
position to a former version belonging to the delin- 
quents, and print it in such a small size as would 
enable him to undersell their property ; and that 
this new translation should be recommended and 
introduced into the world with the whole art and 
inff uence of the society. 

This affair being settled to the satisfaction of all 
present, an author of some character stood up, and 
craved the advice and assistance of his fellows, in 
punishing a eertain nobleman of great pretensions 
to taste, who, in consequence of a production which 
this gentleman had ushered into the world with 
universal applause, not only desired, but even 
eagerly courted his acquaintance. “ He invited me 
to his house,” said he, “ where I was overwhelmed 
with civility and professions of friendship. He 
insisted upon niy treating him as an intimate, and 
calling upon him at all hours, without ceremony ; 
he made me promise to breakfast with him at least 
three times a week. In short, 1 looked upon my- 
self as very fortunate, in meeting with such advan- 
ces frona a man of his interest and reputation, who 
had it in his power to befriend me effectually in 
my passage through life ; and, that I might not 
giye'^him any cause to think 1 neglected liis friend- 
ship, I went to his house in two days, with a view 
of drinking chocolate, according to appointment : 
but he had been so much fatigued with dancing at 
an assembly over night, that his valet-de-chambrc 
would not venture to wake him so early ; and 1 left 
my compliments to his lordship, with a perform- 
ance in manuscript, which he had expressed a 
most eager desire to peruse. 1 repeated my visit 
next morning, that his impatience to see me might 
not have some violent effect upon his constitution ; 
and received a message from his minister, signify- 
ing, that he had been highly entertained with the 
manuscript I had left, a great part of which he had 
read, but was at present so busy in contriving a 
proper dress for a private masquerade, which would 
be given that same evening, that he could not have 
the pleasure of my company at breakfast. This 
was afeasible excuse, which I admitted accordingly, 
and in a day or two appeared again, when his lord- 
ship was particularly engaged. This might pos- 
sibly be the case; and therefore I returned the 


fourth time, in hopes of finding him more at leisure ; 
but he had gone out about half an hour before my 
arrival, and left my i)erfonnance with his valet-de- 
chambre, who assured me, that his lord had per- 
used it with infinite pleasure. Perhaps I might 
have retired very well satisfied with this declara- 
tion, had not I, in my passage through the hall, 
heard one of the footmen upon the top of the stair- 
case, pronounce with an audible voice, “ Will your 
lordship please to be at home when he calls ?” It is 
not to be supposed that I was pleased at this disco- 
very, which I no sooner made, than, turning to my 
conductor, “ I find,” said I, “ his lordship is disposed 
to be abroad to more people than me this morning.” 
The fellow, though a valet-de-chambre, blushed at 
this observation ; and I withdrew, not a little irri- 
tated at the peer’s disingenuity, and fully resolved 
to spare him my visits for the future. It was not 
long after this occasion, that I happened to meet him 
in the park, and being naturally civil, I could not 
pass him without a salutation of the hat, which he 
returned in the most distant manner, though we 
were both solitary, and not a soul w ithin view ; and 
when that very performance, which he had ap- 
plauded so warmly, was lately published by sub- 
scription, he did not bespeak so much as one copy. 
I have often reflected with wonder upon this incon- 
sistency of his conduct. I never courted his pa- 
tronage, nor indeed thought of his name, until he 
made interest for my acquaintance ; and if he was 
disappointed in my conversation, wliy did he press 
me so much to further connexion ?” 

“ The case is very clear,” cried the chairman, 
interrupting him ; “ he is one of those connoisseurs 
who set uj) for taste, and value themselves upon 
knowing all men of genius, wdiom they w^ould be 
thought to assist in their productions. I will lay 
an even bet with any man, that his lordship on the 
strength of that slender interview, together with 
the opportunity of having seen your performance 
in manuscript, has already hinted to every company 
in which he is conversant, that you solicited his 
assistance in retouching the piece, which you have 
now offered to the public, and that he was pleased 
to favour you with his advice, but found y ou obstin- 
ately bigotted to your own opinion, in some points 
relating to those very passages wdiich have not met 
with the approbation of the towm. As for his 
caresses, there was nothing at all extraordinary in 
liis behaviour. By that time you luivc lived to my 
age, you will not be surprised to sec a courtier’s 
promise and performance of a dilferent complexion ; 
not but that I would willingly act as an auxiliary 
in your resentment.” 

The opinion of the president was strengthened 
by the concurrence of all the members ; and all 
other complaints and memorials being deferred till 
another sitting, the college proceeded to an exer- 
cise of wit, which was generally performed once every 
fortnight, with a view to promote the expectoration 
of genius. The subject was occasionally chosen by the 
chairman, who opened the game with some shrewd 
remark naturally arising from the conversation ; 
and then the ball was tossed about, from one corner 
of the room to the other, according to the motions 
of the spirit. 

That the reader may have a just idea of this sport, 
and of the abilities of those who carried it on, I 
shall repeat the sallies of this evening, according to 
the order and succession in which they escaped. 
One of the members observing that Mr. Metaphor 
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was absent, was told by tbe person who sat next to 
him, that the poet had foul weather at home, and 
oouldnot stir abroad. “ What !” said the president, 
interposing^, with the signal upon his countenance, 
♦‘is he wind-bound, in port?” “ Wine-bound, I sup- 
po.>e,” cried anotiier. “ IIooj)cd with wine ! a 
strange ineta]>hor !” said tbe third. “ JSJot if he has 
pot into a liogshead.” answered the fourth. “The 
hogshead wnll sooner get into liini,” replied a 
tilth, “ It must be a tun or an ocean.” “iNo won- 
der, then, if he should be overwhelmed,” said a 
sixth. “ If he should,” cried a seventh, “he will 
e.ist up avIhmi his gall breaks.” “ That must be very 
soon,” I’oared an eiglitli, “for it has been long 
ready to burst.” “ No, no,” observ(‘d a ninth, “he’ll 
stick fast at the bottom, take my wmrd for it ; he 
has a HUfi/rdl (ilurniif in sinkiruf.^^ “ v\nd yet,” re- 
marked a tenth, “ I have seen him in the clouds.” 
“ 'riien was he cloudy, 1 suppose,” cried the ele- 
venth. “ So dark,” replied the other, “that his mean- 
ing could not ])e perceived.” “For all that,” said 
the twelfth, “he is easily seen through.” “You 
talk,” answered tin* thirteenth, “as if his head was 
made of glas-^.” “No, no,” cried the fourteenth, 
“ his liead is made of more durable stuff ; it will 
bend before it breaks.” “ Yet T have seen it broken,” 
resumed the jiresident. “ Did you perceive any 
wit come out at the hole?” said another. “ llis 
wit,” replied the chairman, “is too subtle to be 
perceived.” 

A third mouth was just open, when the exercise 
was suddenlv intorrujUed h\ the dreadful cry of 
fire, which i'^sued from the kitchen, and involved 
the whole eollegi* in confusion. Every man en- 
deavoui\*dto he the first in making his exit ; the 
door and passage v\ ere hloeked up ; each individual 
was pommelled liytlii* person that hai)])€ned to be 
behind him. This communication produced noise 
and exclamation ; clouds of smoke rolled upwards 
into the ai»artnieut, and terror sat on every brow; 
wlien PeregriiK*, seeing no jirospect of retreating 
by the door, ojiened one of the windovis, and fairh 
leaped into the street, where he found a crowd of 
jieople assembled to contribute their assistance 
in extinguishing the flames. Several members of 
the college followed his i*xam])lc, and happily ac- 
compli.slied their esca])e. The chairman himself, 
being unwilling to use the same expedient, stood 
trembling on the brink of descent, dubious of his 
own agility, and dreading the conseijuence of such 
a leap, when a chair liappening to pass, he laid hold 
on the opportunity, and liy an exertion of his mus- 
cles, pitched upon the top of the carriagi*, which 
was immediately overturned in the kennel, to the 
grievous annoyance of the fare, which happened to 
be a c(*rlain elfeminate beau, in full dress, on his 
way to a private assembly. 

This phantom hearing the noise overhead, and 
feeling the shock of being overthrowm at the same 
time, thought that some whole tenement had fallen 
upon tlie chair, and, in the terror of being crushed 
t(' pieces, uttered a scream, which the populace sup- 
])Osed to proceed from the mouth of a woman ; and 
therefore went to his assistance, while the chairmen, 
instead of ministering to his occasions, no sooner 
n‘ci)lh‘cted themselves, than they ran in pursuit of 
their o^ erthro^^ er, who, being accustomed to escape 
from bailiffs, dived into a dark alley, and vauisliing 
in a trice, was not visible to any living soul, until 
be a])peaied next day on Tower-hill. 

The humam pari of the mob, who bestirred 


themselves for the relief of tlie supposed lady, no 
sooner perceived their mistake in the appearance ol 
tlie beau, who stared around him with horror and 
affright, than their cornjiassion was changed into 
mirth, and they began to pass a great many un- 
savoury jokes upon his misfortune, which they 
now discovered no inclination to alleviate ; and he 
found himself very uncomfortably beset, wh(*n 
Pickle, pitying his situation, interposed in his 
behalf, and prevailed upon the chairmen to carry 
him into the house of an apothecary in the neigh- 
hourluxKl, to whom his mischance proved a very 
advantageous accident ; for the fright operated so 
violently upon his nerves, that lie was seized with 
a delirium, and lay a whole fortnight deprived of 
his senses ; during which period he was not neg- 
lected in point of medicines, food, and att(*ndance, 
but royally regaled, as appeared by the contents of 
his landlord’s bill. 

Our adventurer having seen this unfortunate 
beau safely housed, returned to the scene of the 
other calamity, which, as it was no other than a 
foul chimney, soon yielded to the endeavours of the 
family, and was happily overcome, without any 
other bad conseipienei* than that of alarming the 
neighbours, disturbing the college, and disordering 
the brain of a beau. 

Eager to be acquainted with the particular con- 
stitutions of a society which seemed to ojien upon 
liim by degrees, Mr. Pickle did not fail to apiiear 
at the next meeting, when several peiilioiis were 
laid before the board, in behalf of those members 
who were confined in the prisons of the Fleet, 
Marshalsca, and King’s Pencil. As those unhappy 
authors expected nothing from their brethren but 
advuce and good offices, which did not eoiieern the 
piirsi*, the memorials w (‘re eonsidi'red with great 
care and humanity ; and, upon this occasion, I'ere- 
grine had it in his ])ower to manifest his import- 
ante to the community; for lie happened to be 
aeipiainted w ith the creditor of one of the prisoners, 
and knew' that gentK*man’s severity was owing to 
his resentment at the behaviour of the debtor, who 
had lampooned him in print, beeausi* he refused to 
comply w'ith afresh dt‘mand, after he liad lent him 
money to the amount of a considerable sum. Our 
young gentleman, therefon*, undersTrinding that the 
author wuis piuiiti'ut, and disposi*d to make a 
reasonable submission, promised to employ his 
influence with the creditor toward?, an accom- 
modation ; and in a few days actually obtained his 
release. 

The social duties being discharged, the con- 
versation took a gen(*ial turn, and several new 
productions were freely criticised ; those especially 
which belonged to authors who were either uu- 
connected with, or unknown to the college. Nor 
did the profession of stage-plav ing escape the 
cognizance of the asseuibh ; a dt‘])utation of the 
most judicious members being sent weekly to each 
theatre, with a view of making remarks upon the 
performance of the actors. The censors for the 
preceding week were accordingly called upon to 
give in their report ; and the play which they had 
reviewed was the Ttcvcmje. 

“Mr. Q said the second censor, “take 

him all in all, is certainly the most complete and 
unblemished p(*rfoniier that ever appeared on our 
stage, notwithstanding the blind adoration which 
is paid to his rival. I went two nights ago, with 
an express design to criticise his action. I could 
cc 
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fiad no room for censure, but infinite subject for 
admiration and applause. In Pierre he is great, in 
Othello excellent, but in Zanga beyond all imita- 
tion. Over and above the distinctness of pronun- 
ciation, the dignity of attitude, and expression of 
face, his gestures are so just and significant, that a 
man, though utterly bereft of the sense of licaring, 
might, by seeing him only, understand the meaning 
of every word he speaks ! sure nothing can be 
more exquisite than his manner of telling Isabella 
how Alonzo behaved, when he found the incen- 
diary letter which he had dropped by the Moor’s 
direction; and when, to crown his vengeance, he 
discovers himself to be the contriver of all the 
mischief that had happened, he manifests a perfect 
masterpiece of action, in pronouncing these four 
little monosyllables. Know then^ 'twas 7.” 

Peregrine having eyed the critic sonic minutes, 

“ I fancy,” said he, “ your praise must be ironical, 
because, in the very two situations you mention, 1 
think 1 have seen that player out-herod Herod, or, 
in other words, exceed all his other extravagances. 
The intention of the author is, that the ^loor should 
communicate to his confidant a piece of informa- 
tion contained in a few lines, which, doubtless, 
ought to be repeated with an air of eagerness and 
satisfaction, not with the ridiculous grimace of a 
monkey, to which, methought, his action bore an 
intimate resemblance, in uttering this plain sen- 
tence : — 

he took it up ; 

Hut scarce uas it unfolded to his sijfht, 

When he, as if an arrow inerc’d his eye. 

Started, and trembling dropt it on the ground. 

In pronouncing the first two words, tliis egregious 
actor stoops down, and seems to take u|> something 
from the stage, then proceeding to rep(*af what 
follows, inimics tlie manneu* of unfolding a letter ; 
when he mentions the simile of an arrow piercing 
the eye, he darts his forefingiT towards that organ, 
then recoils with great violence when the word 
started is expressed ; and when be conies to 
trembling dropped it on the ground, he throws all his 
limbs into a tremulous motion, and shakos the 
imaginary jiaper from his baud. The latter part of i 
the description is carried on with the same minute 
gesticulation, while he saj s, — 

Palti and a:hast awlule my viclim .stood, 

Disgui.s’d a or two, and I'un’d tnem fioinliim; 

Then rubh'd Ins brow, and took it mi again. 

“ The player’s countenance assumes a wild stare, 
he sighs twice most piteously, as if he were on the 
point of suffocation, scrubs his forehead, and, bend- 
ing his body, apes the action of snatehing an object 
from the floor. Nor is this dexterity of dumb 
show omitted, when he concludes liis imitation in 
these three lines : — 

At first he look’d as if he meant to read it ; 

But check’d by rising fears, he crush’d it thus, 

And thrust it, like an adder, in Ins bosom. 

Here the judicious performer imitates the con- 
fusion and concern of Alonzo, seems to cast his 
eyes upon something, from which they are imme- 
diately withdrawn with horror and precipitation, 
then shutting his fist with a violent squeeze, as if 
he intended to make immediate application to 
Isabella’s nose, he rams it in his own bosom, with 
all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the 
manner. Were the player debarred the use of 
speech, and obliged to act to the eyes only of the 
audience, this mimicry might he a necessary con- 


veyance of his meaning ; but when lie is at liberty 
to signify his ideas by language, nothing can hie 
more trivial, forced, unnatural, and antic, than this 
superfluous mummery. Not that I would exclude 
from the representation the graces of action, with- 
out which the choicest sentiments, clothed in the 
most exquisite expression, wouid appear unani- 
mated and insipid ; but these are as different from 
this ridiculous hurlesijue, as is the demeanour of a 
Tally in the rostrum, from the tricks of a Jack-pud- 
ding on a mountebank’s stage. And, tor tlie truth of 
whatl allege, I appeal to the observation of any person 
who has considered the elegance of altitude and 
propriety of gesture, as they arc universally 
acknowledged in the real characters of lile. In- 
deed, 1 have know'll a Gascon, whose limbs w'cre as 
eloquent as liis tongue : he never mentioned the 
W'ord sleep without reclining his head upon Ips 
hand; when he had occasion to talk of an liorse, he 
always started up and trotted across the room, ex- 
cept when lie was so situated that he could not stir 
without incommoding the eomjiany, and in tliat 
case he contented himself with neighing aloud, if 
a dog happened to he the subject of his conversa- 
tion, he waggl'd his tail, and grinned in a most 
significant manner; and one day he expressed ius 
desire of going backwards with such natural imita- 
tion of his purpose, that every body in the room 
firmly believed he had actually overshot himself, and 
fortified their nostrils accordingly. Y ct no man ever 
looked upon this \irluoso to he tlie standard of 
propriety in point of speaking and deportment. 
For my own part, 1 confess the pla}er in question 
would, by dint of these qualifications, make a very 
good figure in the character of Tantaloon’s lacquey, 
in the entertainment of lV*rseiis and Andromeda, 
and perliajis might aeijmre some n'jmtatioii, by 
turning the lieirngc into a jiantoinime ; in w hich 
case, 1 would advise him to fome upon the stage, 
jirovided with an liaiidful of flour, in order to 
besmear his face wlieii he pronounces pale and 
aghast, tH:e. and niethinks he ought to illustrate the 
adder with an hideous loss. Ihit let us now come 
to the other situation, in which tins modern ..t'Esopiis 
IS supposed to distinguish hnnsi'lf so much, J mean 
that same eelaireissement eompiehended in Know 
then, 'twas /. ilis manner, 1 own, may be al- 

tered since I was jiresi'ut at tiie representation of 
that performance ; but certain 1 am, w heu I beheld 
him m that critical eonjuueture, Ins behaviour 
appeared to me so uncouth, that 1 really imagined 
he was visited by some epileptic distemper ; for lie 
stood tottering and gasping lor the space of two 
minutes, like a man suildenly strui'k with the 
palsy ; and, after various distortions and side-shak- 
ing.s, as if lie had got fleas in Ins doublet, lieaved 
up from his luiig.s the letter /, like a huge anchor 
from foul ground.” 

This criticism was acceptable to the majority of 
the collegt', wlio had no great veneration for the 
player in question ; and liis admirer, witliout mak- 
ing any reply, asked in a whisper, of the gentleman 
who sat next to him, if l^ickle had not offered some 
production to the stage, and met with a repulse ? 

CHAPTER XCV. 

The young Gentleman is introduced to a Virtuoso of the first 
Older, and commences Yclpir. 

IIiTnERTo I’eregriiie had, professed himself aQ 
author, without reaping the fruits of that occapit- 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


tlon, except the little fame he had acquired hy his 
Uic satire; but now he thought it high time to 
weigh solid pudding against empty praise.; and there- 
fore engaged with some booksellers in a certain 
translation, which he obliged himself to perform 
for the consideration of two hundred pounds. The 
articles of agreement being drawn, he began his 
task with great eagerness, rose early in the morn- 
ing to his work, at which he laboured all day long, 
went abroad wdth the bats in the evening, and ap- 
peared in the coffee-house, where he amused him- 
self with the newspapers and conversation till nine 
o’clock ; then he retired to liis own apartment, 
and, after a slight repast, betook himself to rest, 
that he might be able to unroost with the cock. 
This sudden change from liis formiT way of life 
agreed so ill with his disjiosition, that, for the first 
time, he was troubled with flatulencies and indi- 
gestion, which produced anxiety and dejection of 
spirits, and the nature of his situation began in some 
measure to discompose his brain ; a discovery which 
he no sooner made, than he had recourse to the 
advice of a young physician, who w'as a member of 
the college of aiitliors, at this time one of our hero’s 
most intimate acquaintance. 

The son of yKsculapius, having considered his 
case, imjmted his disorder to the right cause, namely, 
Avant of exercise ; dissuaded him from such close 
apjilicution to study, until he should be gradually 
familiarized to a sedentary life ; advised him to 
enjoy his friend and his bottle in moderation, and 
wean himself from his former customs by degrees; 
and, above all things, to rise immediately after his 
first bleep, and exercise himself in a morning’s 
walk. In order to render this last part of the pre- 
scription tlie more palatable, the doctor promised 
to attend him in these early t*xeursions, and even 
to introduce him to a certain personage of note, 
who gave a sort of jmblic breakfasting to the minor 
virtuosi of the age, and often emplojed his interest 
in behalf of tho.se w ho properly cultivated his coun- 
tenance and approbation. i 

This proposal was extremely acceptable to our 
young gentleman, who, besides the advantage which 
might accrue to him from such a valuable con- ' 
iiexion, foresaw much entertainment and satisfac- 
tion in the discourse of so many leariu'd guests, 
’file occasions of his health and interest, moreover, 
coineideil in another circumstance ; the minister’s 
levee being kept betimes in the morning, so that he 
could perform his walk, yield his attendance, and 
breakfast at this philosojihical board, Avitliout en- 
eroacliiiig a great deal upon his other avocations. 

Measures being thus preconcerted, tin* physician 
conducted our adventurer to the house of this cele- 
brated sage, to w'lioin he recoinnumded him as a 
g(*ntleman of genius and taste, Avho craved the 
honour of his aeipiaintance ; but he had previously 
smoothed the Avay to his introduction, by repre- 
senting Teregrine as a young fellow of great am- 
b.tion, spirit and address, who could not fail to 
make a figure in the world ; that therefore he would 
be a creditable addition to the subordinates of such 
a patron, and by his qualifications, intrepidity, and 
warmth of temper, turn out a consumiiuite herald 
of his fame. Upon these considerations, he met 
with a most engaging r(‘eeption from the enter- 
tainer, who was a w'ell-bred man, of some learning, 
generosity, and taste ; but his foible Avas the desire 
of being thought tlie iniinitahle pattern of all three. 

It was with a view to acquire and support this 


character, that his house w'as open to all those who 
had any pretensions to literature ; qonsequently he 
was surrounded by a strange variety of jiretenders ; 
but none were discouraged, because he knew that 
CA'cn the most insignificant might, in some shape, 
conduce to the propagation of his praise. A bab- 
bler, thougli he cannot run upon the seent, may 
spring the game, and, hy his yeljiing, lielp to fill up 
the cry. No Avorider, then, that a } outh of Ibckle’s 
accomplishments was admitted and even iiiAated 
into tlie iiaek. After having enjoy(‘d a very short 
private audience in the closet, our young gentleman 
Avas .shoAvii into another room, AA’here half a dozen 
of his felloAv adherents waited for the Maecenas, 
Avho m a few minutes appeared, a\ ilh a most gracious 
asjx'ct, rieeiATd the compliments of the morning, 
and sat doAvn to breakfast, in the midst of them, 
without any furthe’^ ceremony. 

The conversation at first turned upon the wea- 
ther, wliich was investigated in a very philosophical 
manner bv one of the company, who seemed to 
haAU‘ consulted all the barometers and thcrniometcrs 
that ever avctc invented, before he would venture 
to afiinn that it Avas a chill morning. This subject 
being aeeiirately discussed, the chief inquired about 
the ncAvs of the learned Avorld ; and his inclination 
was no sooner expressed than every guest opened 
his mouth, in order to gratify his curiosity. But 
he that first captivated his attention, Avas a meagre 
shrmdled antiquary, avI o looked like an animated 
mummy, which liad beiui scorched among the 
sands of the desert. He told the patron, that he 
had, by accident, met Avith a medal, which, thougli 
it Avas defaced by tune, be would venture to pro- 
nounce a genuine antique, from the ringing and 
taste of the metal, as well as from the colour and 
composition of the rust. So saying, be produced a 
piece of coptier coin, so consumed and disguised by 
age, that scarce a vestige of the impression was to 
be percehed. NeAcrtheless. this connoisseur pre- 
tended to distinguish a face in profile, from w liich 
he concluded that the piece was of the Upper Em- 
pire, and on the reverse he endeavoured to point 
out the bulb of the spear, and part of the jiara- 
zonium, Avhich Avere the insignia of the Roman 
Virtus, together Avith the fragment of onefold of the 
inuUicium in A\hieh she A^as clothed. He likewise 
had discovered an angle of the letter N, and, at 
some distance, an entire 1 ; from these eirciini- 
slanecs eoiijeeturing, and indeed concluding, that 
the medal Avas struck by ScAcrus, in honour of the 
AuMoi'A h(‘ obtaim*d over his riAal Niger, after he 
liad forced the passes of Mount Taurus, d'his cri- 
ticism seemed very sutislaetory to the entertainer, 
wlio having examined the coin by the help of bis 
spectacles, plainly discerned the i>articulars Avhich 
the ow'uer hud mentioned, aud w as pleased to terra 
his account of the matter, a very ingenious ex- 
planation. 

The curiosity Avas circulated through the hands 
of^all present, and ca cry v irtuoso, in his turn, licked 
the copper, and rung it upon the hearth, declaring 
his assent to the judgment Avhich had been pro- 
nounced. At length it fell under the inspection of 
our young gentleman, who, thougli no antiquarian, 
was A'ery well acquainted Avitli the current coin of 
liis OW'D country, and no sooner cast his eyes upon 
the A'aluable aritiipie, than he affirmed, without 
hesitation, that it w as no other than the ruins of an 
English farthing, and that same spear, parazoniiim, 
and raulticium, the remains of the emblems and 
cc 2 
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drapery with which the figure of Britannia is de- 
lineated on our copper money. 

This hardy asseveration seemed to disconcert the 
patron, while it incensed the medalist, who, grin- 
ning like an enraged baboon, “ What d’ye tell me 
of a brass farthing ?” said he. “ Did you ever know 
modern brass of such a relish? Do but taste it, 
young gentleman ; and sure 1 am, if you have ever 
been conversant w’ith subjects of this kind, you will 
find as wide a difference in the savour between 
this and an English farthing, as can possibly be 
perceived betwixt an onion and a turnip. Besides, 
this medal has the true C'orinthian ring ; then the 
attitude is upright, whereas that of Britannia is re- 
clining ; and how is it ptissible to mistake a branch 
of palm for a parazonium ?” 

All the rest of the company espoused the vir- 
tuoso’s side of the question, because the reputation 
of each w^as concerned. 'J'he jiatron, finding him- 
self in the same circumstance, assiim 'd a solemnity 
of feature, dashed with a small mixture of dis])h a- 
sure, and told l*eregrine, that, as he had not made 
that branch of literature his ])articular study, he 
was not surjirised to see him mistaken in his 
opinion. Fickle immediately understood the re- 
proof, though he was shocked at the vanity or in- 
fatuation of his entertainer and fellow^-guests, asked 
pardon for his presumption, w hich was accordingl v 
excused, in consideration of his inexperience ; and 
till' English farthing dignified w itli the title of a 
true antiipie. 

'Phe next person that addressed himself to the 
chief, was a gentleman of a very math(*niatical 
turn, w'lio valued himself upon the inijirovi'iiienls 
he had made in several domestic machines, and now 
presented the jilan of a new contrivance for cutting 
cabbages, in such a manner as would secure the 
stock against the rotting rain, and laiable it to jiro- 
duce a plenteous aftercrop of delicious sprouts. 
In this important machine lie had united the whole 
mechanic powers, with such massy complication of 
iron and wood, that it could not have been moved 
without the assistance of a horse, and a mad made 
for the eonvenieuce of the draught. These objec- 
tions were so obvious, that they occurred at first 
sight to the inspector-general, who greatly com- 
mended the invention, which, he observed, might 
be applied to several other useful jmrposes, could it 
onee be rendered a little more portable and com- 
modious. 

The inventor, who had not foreseen these diffi- 
culties, was not prejiared to surniount them ; bul I 
took the hint in good part, and jiromised to task bis 
abilities anew, in altering the eoristruetion of his 
design. Not but that he uiiderw'enl some severe 
irony from the rest of the virtuosi, who compli- 
mented him upon the momentous improvement he 
had made, by which a family might save a dish of 
■greens in a quarter, for so trifling an expense as 
that of purchasing, working, and maintaining such 
ft stupendous machine ; but no man wuis ever more 
aiiTcastic in his remarks upon this piece of me- 
chanism than the naturalist, who next appealed to 
the patron’s approbation for a curious disquisition 
he had made touching the procreation of muck 
flies, in which he had laid down a curious method 
of collecting, preserving, and hatching the eggs of 
these insects, even in the winter, by certain modi- 
fications of artificial heat. The nature of this' dis- 
covery was no sooner communicated, than IVre- 
^vine, unahle to contain himself, was sei/<^d with a 


fit of laughter, which infected every person at the 
table, the landlord himself not excepted, who found 
it impossible to preserve his w^onted gravity of face. 

Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mortify 
the ]>hilosopher, who, after some pause, during 
which indignation and disdain were painted in Ins 
eountenanee, reprehended our young gentleman 
for his unphilosophieal behaviour, and niidcrtook 
to prove, that tlie subject oi his inquiry w'as of in- • 
finite consequence to the ])rogress and increase of 
natural knowledge. But he found no quarter from 
the vengeful engineer, who now retorted his iron- 
ical coinpliincnls, with great emphasis, upon this i 
liot-hed for the generation of vermin, and advised i 
him to lay the whole proee>s before the Ih)}ai So- I 
ciely, which w'^oiild, doubtless, present him with a 
medal, and give him a ]ilaee among their memoirs, j 
as a distinguished promoter of the useful arts. “If,'’ I 
said he, “you had emjiloyed }our studies in finding | 
out some etU'ctnal method to destroy those insects j 
w’hicli prejudice and annoy mankind, in all jiroba- ; 
hility you must have* been contented with the con- j 
teiiiplation ot the good you had done ; hut this , 
curious expedient for multi])l>ing maggots A\ill ( 
surely entitle \ on to an honourahle rank in the list of 
learned }>hilosophers.” “1 don’t wonder,” re]»lied 
the naturalist, “that you should he so miieli averse to 
the propagation of UK-secIs, heeanse, in all likelihood, 
}ou are afraid tliat they will not leave you a cab- i 
hage to cut down with the same miraeulous ma- , 
chine.’’ “ Sir,” answered the nieehaiiic, with great 
Intterness of \oiee and asjiect, “if the cahhage he , 
as light-headed as some muck-worm ])hil( sophers, 
it will not he worth cutting down.” “ I never dis- 
pute ujion cahhage with the son of a eucumher,” 
.sanl the fl;y -breeder, alluding to the piMligr'*!* of his 
antagonist; who, imjuitient of the atiront, started 
up with fill} ill Iiis looks, exclaiming, “’Sdeath! 
meaning me, sir !” 

Here the patron, perceiving things drawing to* 
waids a rupture, interposed his authority, rebuking 
them for their intemperaiiee, and recommending to 
them amity and concord against the (joths and 
Vandals of the age, who took all opportunities of 
ridieuliijg and discouraging the adherents of know - 
ledge and philosophy. After this exhortation, the} 
hail no jiretencc lor canning on the dispute which 
was dropt in all appearance, though the meel atne 
still retained his resentment ; and after break last, 
when the company broke up, accosted his adversaiy 
in the street, desiring to know how' he durst he so 
insolent as to make that scurrilous reflection upon 
his family. ’I'lie fl} -fancier, thus questioned, ac- 
cused the matlicmatician of having been the ag- 
gressor, in likening his head to a light cahhage ; 
and here the altercation being renewed, the engi- 
neer proceeded to the illustration of his mechanics, 
tilting up his hand like a balance, thrusting it for- 
ward by way of lever, embracing the naturalist’s 
nose like a WTdgi* betwixt two of his fingers, and 
turning it round, wdtli the momentum ol‘ a screw 
or peritrochium. Had they been obliged to decide 
the dispute with equal arms, the assailant would 
have had great advantage over the other, wdio was 
very much his inferior in muscular strength ; hut 
the jihilosopher being luckily provided with a cane, 
no sooner disengaged himself i'rom this opprobrious 
application, than he liaiidlcd his weapon with great 
dexterity about llic head and shoulders of his 
antagonist, who finding this shower of blows 
very disagreeable, was fiiin to betake himself 
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to Ills heels for shelter, and was ])ursiu‘d by the 
anj^ry victor, who chased him IVoni one end of the 
street to the other, affording unsj)ealvable satisfac- 
tion to the multitude, as well as to our lu'ro and to 
his introductor, who were spectators of tlie whole 
scene. 

TIius w^as our adventurer initiated into the so- 
ciety of Yelpers, though lie did not as >et fully un- 
dtrstand the nature of his office, wliich wasexplained 
])y the young physician, who chid liim for his blunt 
behaviour in the ease of the medal ; and gave him 
to understand, tluit their patron’s favour was neitln r 
to he gained nor jireserved by atiy man that would 
pietend to eonviet him of a mistake, lie therefore 
counselled him to respect this foible, and cultivate 
the old gentleman with all the zeal and venera- 
tion, which a regard to his own character would 
])(‘rniit him to say. This task was the easier to one 
of our young gentleman’s jiliant disjiosition, because 
the virtuoso’s behaviour w^as absolutely free from 
that insolent self-conceit, which he could not bear 
w'ithout disgust. The senior was, on the contrary, 
mild and beneficent ; aii<l 1‘iekle w as rather pleased 
than shocked at his WH*akness ; because it Mattered 
his vanity with the supposition of his own superior 
sense. 

('autioned in this manner. Peregrine profited so 
much by his insinuating (pialifieations, that, in 
a very little time, he was looked upon as one of 
the chief favourites of the patron, to whom he 
di'dieateda small (Kcasional ])oem ; and ever> body 
believed he would reap the fruits of his attachment, 
among the first of the old gentleman’s depeudeuts. 

ciiAPTEu xcyi 

Peregrine finding liimself negh-eted liy Sir Ste.idy Steerwell, 

expostulates with Inm in a Letter . m onsequenec of 

whicli he is furl)id his Ikiuse, loses his I’eiision, and iiu iu.s 
the Ch*ge of Lunacy 

Tins prospect of success, together with his ex- 
pectations from the minister, whom he <hd not 
neglect, lieljicd to comfort him under the reverse 
of ioitiine which lie had undergone, and the iin- 
eertainty of the lawsuit, which he still maintained 
for the recun cry of his tiui thousand jiounds. The 
lawn ITS, indeed, continued to dram his pocket of 
iimney, while they filled his brain with unsuhstan- 
tial hope; ami he was aetualh obliged to borrow^ 
money from Ins bookseller, on the slrenyth of the 
translation, in order to satisfy the demands of those 
ravenous harpies, rather than lay the misaiitlirope 
under any difficulties, or liave recourse to his friend 
Hatchway, who lived at the garrison, entirely 
ignorant of liis distress. 'I’his was not at all alle- 
viated by the arrival of the Indiamaii, in which In* 
had ventured seven hundred pounds, as we have 
already observed; for he was given to under- 
stand, tlial the borrower w'as left dangerously 
ill at Pombay w hen the shiji sailed, and that his 
chance for retrieving his money was extremely 
slender. 

So situated, it is not to he siij^osed that he led a 
life of tramiiiillity, though he made a shift to 
struggle with the remonstrances of misfortune. 
Y et such a gush of affliction would sometimes rush 
upon his thought, as overwhelmed all the ideas of 
his hope, and sunk liim to the very bottom of de- 
spondence. Every equijiage that passt d him in tlie 
Street, every person of rank and lortime that oc- 
curred to his view, recalled the gay images of his 


former life, with such mortifying reflection at 
stabbed him to the very soul, lie lived, therefore, 
incessantly exposed to all the pangs of envy and 
dihipiiet. AVlien I say envy, 1 do not mean that 
sordid passion, in consequence of which a man 
repines al his neighbour’s success, howsoever de- 
served ; hut that self-tormentiiig indignation which 
is inspired by the prosjierity of folly, ignorance, 
and vice. Without the intervening gleams of en- 
joy iiient, vvliioh he felt in the conversation of a few 
friends, he could not have supported his existence; 
or, at least, he must have suffered some violent 
discomposure of the brain. But one is still linding 
some circumstance of alleviation, even in the worst 
of eonjunctiires ; and J’ickle was so ingenious in 
these researches, that he maintained a good battle 
vv ith disappointment, till the revolution of the term 
at which he had received his pension of three 
hundred jionnds. 

However, seeing the day elapse, without touch- 
ing his allowance, notwithstanding his significant 
method of presenting hiinsidf at the Tuinister’s 
levee, when the year w as expired, he wrote a letter 
to Sir Steady, reminding him of his situation and 
promise, and giving him to understand, that his 
oet’asioiis were such as compelled him to demand 
his salary for the ensuing year. 

In the morning after this letter was conveyed, 

, the author went to his honour’s house, in exiiceta- 
I tion of being admitted by particular order ; but 
I v^as mistaken in his hope, the minister not being 
I visible. lh‘ then made his appearance at the levee, 
ill hopes of being closeted ; but though he took all 
opportunities of watching Sir Steady’s eyes, he 
could not obtain one glance^ and had the pleasure 
of seeing liim retire, without being fa\ oured with 
the least notice. These circumstances of wilful 
negh*et were not o^ er and above agreeabU* to our 
young hero, who, in the agonies of vexation and 
resentment, went home, and composed a most acri- 
monious remonstrance to his honour ; in conse- 
quence of which he was not only deprived of all 
pretensions to a private audience, hut expressly 
denied admittance on a public day, by Sir Steady ’s 
own order. 

This prohibition, wdiich announced his total ruin, 
filled him wdtli rage, horror, and despair. He in- 
sulted the porter who signified the minisler's com- 
I immd, threatening to chastise him upon the spot 
I for his presumption, and vented the most ^ iruleiit 
imprecations upon his master, to the astonishment 
of those w'lu) chanced to enter during this con- 
ference. Having exhausted himself in these vain 
exclamations, he ret urned to his lodgings in a most 
frantic condition, biting his lips so that the blood 
ran from his mouth, dashing his head and fists 
against the sides of his chimney, and weejung with 
the most hitter exjiressions of woe. 

I’ipes, whose perception had been just sufficient 
to let him see that there was some difference be- 
twT‘eii the present and former situation of his 
master, o\erheariug his transports, essay ed to enter 
his a]»artment, with a view' of administering con- 
solation; and finding the door locked on the inside, 
de.sired admittance, protesting, that otherwise he 
would down with the bulkhead in the turning of 
a handsjiike. Peregrine ordered him to retire, on 
])aiu of liis displeasure, and swore, that if he should 
offer to break o])en the door, he would instantly 
shoot him through the head. Tom, without paying 
tlie least repaid to this injunction, set himself aA 
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work immediately. His master, exasperated at liis 
want of reverence and respect, which in his present 
paroxysm appeared with the most provoking? aggra- 
vation, flew into his closet, and snatching up one 
of his pistols already loaded, no sooner saw his 
valet enter the apartment, in conse<iuence of having 
forced the lock, than he presented it full at his face, 
and drew the trigger. Happily the j)riining flashed 
in the pan, without communicating with the charge; 
so that his furious purpose did not fake eflect uj»on 
the countenance of honest I’ipes, who, disregardful 
of the attempt, thougli he knew the contents of 
the piece, asked, witliout the least alteration of 
feature, if it must be foul weather through the 
whole voyage ? 

rcregrine, mad as he 'was, repented of his mis- 
chievous intent against such a faithful adherent, in 
the very moment of execution; and had it proved 
fatal, according to the design, in all probability 
h(‘ would liave ap})lied another to his own head. 
'I’here are cci-taiii considerations that strike upon 
the mind with irresistible force, even in the midst 
of its distraction; the momentary recollection of 
some particular scene, occasioned by tlic features 
of the devoted victim, hath often struck the dagger 
from the assassin’s hand. By such an iniimlse was 
l*ipes protected from any repeated eftbrt of his 
master’s rage ; the friendly cause of his present 
disobedience flashed upon the conviction of JVre- 
griiie, wlien he beludd the rugged front of his valet, 
in which also stood disclosed his long and faithful 
service, together with the recommendation of the 
deceased commodore. 

Though his wrath was immediately suiipressed, 
and his heart torn with remorse for wdiat he had 
done, his brows remaini*(l still contracted ; and 
darting a most ferocious regard at the intruder, 
“ Villain!” said he, “how’ dare jou treat me with 
such disrespect?*” “ W hy should’iit 1 lend a hand 
for the pri'servation of the shi[).” answered the 
uurulHed I’ipes, “when there is more sail than 
ballast aboard, and the pilot (juits the helm in de- 
spair? What signilies one or two broken voyages, 
so loTig as our tuiihers are strong, and our vessel 
in good trim. If slie lo.^es ujion one tack, mayhap 
she may gain upon t’other; and I’ll he d — n’d, if 
one day or oilier we don’t feteli up our lee-w'ay. 
As for the matter of provision, yon liave started a 
jiretty good stock ol‘ money into my hold, and you 
are w’eleome to hoist it up again when you wool?” 

Here 'I'oni was iiiterrn])ted by the arrival of 
Mr. (h’ahtree, who seeing iVregrine Avith a pistol 
in his hand, and such wild disorder in his looks, 
his head, hands, and mouth besmeared with blood, 
and, moreover, smelling the gunjiow’der which had 
been burnt, actually believed he had either com- 
mitted, or w'as bent upon murder, and accordingly 
retreated down stairs wdlh infinite despatch. TVil 
his speed could not convey him without the reach 
of Pipes, w'ho, overtaking him in his passage, car- 
ried him back into his master’s apartment, observ- 
ing by the way, that this was no time to sheer off, 
wrhen his consort stood in need of his assistance. 

There w’as something so ruefully severe in the 
countenance of (^adw'allader, thus compelled, that, 
at any other time, our hero would have laughed at 
his concern ; but at present there was nothing 
risible in his disposition. He had, however, laid 
aside his pistol, and endeavoured, though in vain, 
to compose his internal disturbance ; for he could 
not utter one syllable to the misanthrope, but stood 


I staring at him in silence, with a most delirions Of^ 
pect. This did not tend to dispel the dismay ni 
ins friend, 'who, after some recollection, “ T wonder,** 
said he, “that you have never killed yourmanhcfori 
I JVay how may you have disposed of the body ?” 
I Ikekle having recovered the faculty of speech, 
ordered his hicijuey out of the room, and, in a most 
incoherent detail, made Crabtree acquainted with 
the perfidious conduct of the minister. 

The confidant Avas very glad to find his fears 
di.sappointed ; for he had really concliidt d, that 
some life was lost. I’erceiAung the y outh too much 
agitated to be treated by him in his usual style, he 
oAvned that Sir Steady w^as a rascal, and encouraged 
Pickle w ith the hope of being one day able to make 
reprisals upon him ; in the mean time ofIVr(*d him 
inon(‘y for his immediate occasions, exhorted linu 
to exert his own qualifications in rendering himself 
independent of such niiscreanls, and finally coun- 
selled him to rcjire.sent his wrongs to the noble- 
man whom he had formerly obliged, with a view of 
interesting that ])ecr in his hiduilf; or at least of 
obtaining a satisfactory explanation from the minis- 
ter, that he miglit take no premature measures of 
revenge. 

These admonitions were so iniieh milder and 
more agreeable than our hero expected from the 
misanthrope, that they liad a very favourable effect 
upon his transports, which gradually subsided, 
until he became so tractable as to promise that he 
would conform to his advice ; in consequence of 
which, he next morning waited upon his lordship, 
who received him very jiolilely, as usual, and with 
great patience heard his complaint, Avhich, by Ihe 
bye, he could not repeat without sonu* hasty ebulli- 
tions of passionate resell tment. This peer, after 
having gently disajiproved ofllu* letter of expostu- 
lation, which hadproduced sueli unfortunate eflects, 
kindly undertook to recon#nend his ease to the 
minister, and actually performed his promise that 
same day, Avlien Sir Steady informed him, to his 
utter astonishment, that the poor young gentleman 
was disordered in his brain, so tliat he could not 
possibly he provided for in a place of imjiortance, 
with any regard to the service ; and it could not 
he cxpeeied that he, Sir Steady, w'ould support his 
extravagance from his own private purse ;~"that he 
had, indeed, at the solicitation of a nohleniaii 
deceased, made him a firesent of three hundred 
pound.s, m consideration of some loss that he pre- 
tended to have sustained in an election ; hut, since 
that time, had perceived in him such indisputable 
marks of lunacy, both by his distracted letters and 
personal behaviour, as obliged liiin to give order 
that he should not he admitted into the house. To 
corroborate tliis assertion, the minister actually 
called in the evidence of his own porter, and one 
of the gentlemen of his household, who hud heard 
the execrations that escajied our youth, when he 
first found himself excluded. In short, the noble- 
man w'as convinced that Peregrine was certainly 
and hona fulv madias a March hare; and, by the 
help of this intimation, began to recollect some 
symptoms of distraction which appeared in his last 
visit ; he remembered a certain incoherence in his 
speech, a violence of gesture and wildness of look, 
that now evidently denoted a disturbed understand- 
ing; and he determined, for his own credit and 
security, to disentangle himself from such a dan- 
gerous acquaintance. 

With this view, he, in imitation of Sir Steady 
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commanded his pate to be shut against our adven- 
turer; so that, when he went to know the result of 
his lordship’s conierenee with the n\inister, the 
door was tiling in his face, and the janitor told him 
through an iron grati*, trial he needl'd not to give 
himself the trouhle of calling again, for his lord 
desired to he excused from seeing him. lie spoke 
not a word in answer to this declaration, which he 
irnmediatel} imputed to the ill olliees of the minister, 
against whom he breathed detiance and revenge, in 
his way to the lodgings of Cadwallader ; — who, 
heirig made acqiiairited Mith the manner of his 
reception, begged he would desist from all schemes 
of \engeanee, until he, ('rahtree, sliould he able to 
unriddle the nnstery of the wliole, which hi* did 
not doubt of unveiling by means of his ai <niaintanee 
with a family in which his lordship often spent the 
evening at wdiist. 

It was not long before he had the desired oppor- 
tuml} ; the noMeniari being under no injunctions 
or oliligation to Keep the affair secret, discovered 
the your g gentleman’s misfortune, by way of new's, 
to the first conifiany in w'hieh he hapjiened to he ; 
and 1‘eregrine’s name was not so oliseure in the 
fashionable w’orld, hut that his disorder became the 
general topic of conversation for a day; so that his 
friend soon partook of the intelligenee, and found 
means to learn the particulars of the minister’s in- 
formation, as above related. 'N ay, he w^as in danger 
of heeoniiiig a jiroselyte to Sir Steady’s opinion, 
when he recalled and compared every circuinstanee 
which he knew of I^ickle’s impatience and im- 
petuosity. 

Indeed notliing more easily gains credit than an 
imputation of madness fixed upon any person what- 
soever; for when tlie susfiieion of the world is 
roused, and its observation once set at work, the 
w isest, the coolest man upon earth, will, by some 
particulars in his behaviour, convict himself of the 
charge. Every singularity in liis dress and manner, 
(and such are observable in every person,) that 
before jiassed unheeded, now rises np in judgment 
agninsL him, w ith all the exaggeration of the oh- 
serwr’s fancy; and the sagacious examiner per- 
ceives distraction in every glance of the eye, turn 
of the finger, and niotidn of the head. When he 
speaks, there ift a strange ])eeuliarity in his argu- 
ment and expression ; w hen he holds his longue, his 
imagination teems wdth some extravagant reverie ; 
his sobriety of demeanour is no other than a lucid 
interval, and his passion mere delirium. 

If jieople of the most sedate and insipid life and 
eonversatlon are subject to such criticisms, no 
wonder that they should take place upon a youth 
of Peregrine’s fiery disjio.sition, which, on some 
occasions, would have actually justified any remarks 
of this kind, w hich his greatest enemies could make, 
lie was accordingly represented as one of those 
enterprising bucks, who, after having spent their 
fortunes in riot and excess, are happily bereft of 
their understanding, and eonseiiuently insensible of 
the want and disgrace which they have entailed 
upon themselves. 

Cadw allader himself w'as so much affected with 
the report, that for some time he hesitated in his 
deliberations upon our hero, before he could prevail 
upon himself to cimnnunicate to him the informa- 
tion he had received, or to treat him in other 
respects as a man of sound intellects. At length, 
however, he ventured to make Pickle acquainted 
with the particulars he had learned, imparting them 


with such caution ani circumlocution, as he thought 
necessary to prevent the young gentleman from 
transgressing all hounds of temper and modera- 
tion ; — but, for once, he was agreeably deceived in 
his prognostic. Incensed as our hero was at the 
conduct of the minister, he could not help laughing 
at the ridiculous aspersion, which he told his friend 
he would soon refute in a manner that should not 
be very agreeable to his calumniator; observing, 
that it w as a common practice with the state pilot, 
thus to slander those j/cople to whom he lay under 
obligations which he had no mind to discharge. 
“True it is.” said Peregrine, “he has succeeded 
more than once in contrivances of this kind, having 
actually reduced divers people of weak heads to 
siieh extremity of despair, as hath issued in down* 
right distraction, whereby he w as rid of their im- 
portunities, and his judgment confirmed at the same 
time. Put I have now-, thank Heaven, attained to 
such a pitch of philosophical resolution, as w ill sup- 
port me against all his machinations ; and I will 
forthwith exhibit the monster to the public, in his 
true lineaments of craft, perfidy, and ingratitude.” 

This indeed was the plan with which Mr. Pickle 
had amused himself during the resi-arehes of (^rab- 
tree ; and by this time it so effectually flattered his 
imagination, that he believed he should he able to 
bring his adversary, in spite of all his pow er, to liis 
own terms of siihnussion, by distinguishing himself 
in the list of those who, at that period, w rote against 
the admiTiistration. Nor was this sidienie so ex- 
travagant as it may seem to he, had not he over- 
looked one material cirounisfance, which Cadwal- 
lader himself did not recollect, when he approved 
of this project. 

While he thus meditated vengeance, the fame of 
his disorder, in due course of circulation, reached 
the ears of that lady of quality whose memoirs have 
already appeari*d in these adventures. The cor- 
respondence with which she had honoured our 
hero had been long broke off, for the reason already 
advanced, namely, his dread of being exposed to 
her infatuating charms. He had been candid 
enough to make her acquainted wdth the cause of 
exiling himself from her presence ; and she ad- 
mitted the prudence of self-restraint, althoiigli she 
would have been very well satisfied with the con- 
tinuance of his intimacy and conversation, which 
w^ere not at all beneath the desire of any lady in 
the kingdom.-— Notwithstanding this interruption, 
she still retained a friendship and regard for his 
character, and felt all the affliction of a humane 
heart, at the news of his iiiisfortunes and deplorable 
distemper. She had seen him courted and culti- 
vated in the sunshine of his prosperity ; hut she 
knew% from sad experience, how all those insect- 
followers shrink away in the wdnter of distress, — 
Her compassion represented him as a jioor unhappy 
lunatic, destitute of all the necessaries of life, 
dragging about the ruins of human nature, and 
exhibiting the spectacle of blasted youth to the 
scorn and ahliorrenee of liis fellow-creatures. 
Aching with these charitable considerations, she 
found means to learn in what part of the town he 
lodged ; and laying aside all superfluous ceremony, 
went in a hackney chair to his door, which was 
opened by the ever-faithful Pipes. 

Her ladyship immediately recollected the features 
of his trusty follower, w hom she could not help 
loving m her heart for his attachment and fidelity, 
which after she had applauded with a most gracious 
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commendation, she kindly inquired after tlie state 
of his master’s health, and asked if he was in a 
condition to be seen. 

r^un, ^vho could not suj)pose that the visit of a 
fine hdy '^ould be unaeceptalde to a youth of Tere- 
griiie’s complexion, made no verbal reply to the 
question ; but beckoning her ladyship with an areb 
significance of feature, at which she couhl not 
forbear smiling, walked softly up stairs ; and she, 
in obedience to the signal, followed her guide into 
the apartment of our hero, whom she found at a 
writing-table, in the very act of composing an 
eulogium upon his good friend Sir St<‘ady. The 
nature of his work had animated his countenance 
with an uncommon degree* of \ivacily ; and being 
dressed in a neat dishabille, his tigure could not 
have ajipeared to more advantage in the eye of a 
person who despised the tinsel of unii(*C(*ssary orna- 
ment. She was (‘xtreniely well ])I(*ased to see her 
exp(*etatioiis so agreeably disaiqiointed ; for, instead 
of the S([ualid eirciimstances and wrelehed looks 
attending indigenee and distraction, every thing 
was dee(*nt and g(*riteel ; and the jiatient’s aspect 
such as betokened internal satisfaction. Hearing 
the rustling of silk in liis room, he lifted up liis 
eM's from the paper, and seeing her ladyship, was 
struck with aslonislnncnt and awe, as at the unex- 
pected apparition of some sujierriatural being. 

Before he could recollect himself from his con- 
fusion, which culled the blood into his cheeks, she 
told him, that, on the str(‘ngth of ^dd acquaintance, 
she was come to visit him, though it was a longtime 
since lu* had given her good reason to believe lie had 
absolutely forgot that tliere was such a jierson as she 
in being. After having made the most warm ae- 
knowh'dgments for this unforeseen honour, he 
assured her lad) ship that the subject of her reproach 
was not his fault, hut rather his very great misfor- 
tune ; and that, if it had been in his power to forget 
her so easily as she seemed to iinagiiu*, lie should 
nev(‘r have given lier cause to tux him with want 
of duty and resjiect. 

Still dubious of his situation, she Ix'gan to con- 
verse with linn on different subjects; and lie ac- 
quitted himself so AVell in ever\ particular, that she 
no longer doubted his having been misrepresented 
by the malice of liis enemies, and camlidly told him 
the cause and intent of her coming. He was not 
deficient in cx'pressions of gratitude for this instance 
of her generosity and friendshij), whieli even drew 
tears from Ins eves. As to the imputation of mad- 
ness, he explained it so much (o her ladv ship’s 
satisfaction, that slie evidently ])ereei\ed he had 
Inen barbarously dealt with, and that the charge 
was no other than a most villanous aspersion. 

Notwithstanding all liis endeavours to conceal 
the true state of his finances, it was impossible for 
him to give this detail, wiihout disclosing some of 
the difficulties under which he laboured; and her 
ladv ship’s sagacity divining the rest, she not only 
made him a lender of assistance, but, presenting a 
hauk-not(‘ for a considerable smn, insisted upon his 
acceptance of it as a tritliiig mark ol‘ her esteem, 
and a specinu'ii of what she was inclined to do in 
his helialf. But this mark of her hcnevolenee he 
would by no means receive; assuring her, that, 
though his affiiirsvvere at present a little perplex'*d, 
he had never felt the least circumstance of distress, 
and hi'gging that she would not subject him to the 
burden of such an unnecessary obligation. 

Being obliged to put up with this refusal, she pro- 


tested she would never forgive Him should she ever 
hear that he rejected her offer when he stood in 
need of her aid ; or if, in time to come, he should 
not apply to her friendship, if ever lu* should find 
himself incommoded in point of fortune. “An 
over delicacy in this respect,” said she, “ 1 shall 
look upon as a disapprobation of lu) own conduct ; 
because 1 myself have been obliged to have recourse 
to my friends in such emergencies.” 

'riiese generous remonstrances and marks of jiar- 
tieiilar friendship could not fail to make a deeji 
impression upon the heart of onr hero, which still 
smarted from the former impulse of her eharms ; 
he not only felt all those transports whicli a man of 
honour and sensibility may he supposed to feel 
upon such an occasion, but the sentiments of a more 
tender passion awaking in liis breast, he could not 
help expressing himself in terms adapted to the 
emotions of his soul ; ami, at length, jdainly told 
her, that, w'erc he disjiosed to be a l)i*ggar, he would 
ask something of infinitely more im]H)rtam*e to his 
peace than the charitable assistance she had prof- 
fered. 

Jler ladyship had too much penetration to mis- 
take his meaning ; hut, as she did not choose lo 
encourage his advances, prcfcmh‘d to inter} »rct Ins 
intimation into a general conqiliment of gallantry, 
ami, in a jocose manner, dcsiied In* would iiol give 
her any reason to believe his lucid interval was 
past. “In faith, my lady,” said lie, “ I })erceive 
the fit coming on ; and I don’t see why I may not 
use the jirivilege of my distemjier, so fir as to de- 
clare niyMdf one of your nio*>t jiassioiKite admirers.” 
“ ]f you do,” replied h(*r hidyshi]), “J shall not be 
fool enough to believe a madman, unless 1 were 
assured that your disorder jnoceeded fiom your 
lov’c ; and that this was the case, 1 siqiposi* you 
will find it difficult to jirove.” “ Nay, madam,” 
cried the youth, “ J have in this drawer what will 
convince you of iny having been mad on that strain ; 
and, since yon doubt my iiretension, you must give 
me leave to })roduc(* my testimonials.” So say mg, 
he ()|K*ned a scriitoire, and taking out a pa}K‘r, pre- 
sented her woth the following song, v\ Inch he had 
written in her jiraise, iminediately after lu* was 
made acquainted woth the particulars of her stor>. 

While with tonil rajitun* and ani.iye, 

Oil tliy tiansceiident charms 1 f;a/e, 

My cautious soul essays in \ain 
Her jicacc and ln‘cdom to maintain , 

Yet let that hlooiniug torni divine, 

Wheie giaee and hainiony enmhinc; 

Those f\es, like genial orbs that move, 

Dispeiihing gladness, joy, arul, love • 

In all their pomp assail my view, 

Intent my bosom to subdue, 

My bnasT, by wary maxmis steel’d, 

Not all those eharms shall force to yield. 

But, when invok’d to Beauty's aid, 

I see til’ enlighten’d soul display’d, 

That soul so sensibly sedate 
Amid the Storms of frownid fate ! 

Thy genius active, strong, and clear, 

Thy wit sublime, thougli not severe, 

The social ardour, void of art, 

That glows wilhm thy candid heart ; 

My spirits, sense, and slrength decay, 

M\ resolution dies an ay. 

And, every faculty oppress’d. 

Almighty love invades my breast ! 

Her ladyship having perused this production, 
“ AVere I inclined to he susjiicions,” said she, “ I 
should believe that 1 had no share in pnvducing this 
composition, which seems to have been insfiired by 
a much more amiable object. How ever, I will take 
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vour word for your intention, and thank you for 
the unmerited compliment, thou^di I have met with 
it in such an accidental manner. N evert ludess, J 
must l)e so free as to tell \oii, it is now hi.^h time 
for }OU to contract that unbounded spirit ol *rallan- 
Irv, which you have iudulped so lonj^, into a sin- 
eere attachment tor the lair Emilia, who, by all 
accounts, deserves the wdiole of your attention and 
rcfiard.” Ilis nerves thrilled at mention of that 
name, which he never heard pronouneed Mithout 
ai^nlalion. Rather thati undergo the consequence 
of a eon versalion upon this subject, he oliose to drop 
the theme of love altogether, and industriously 
introduced some other tojiic of discourse. 

ClIAPTEJi XCVll. 

[{f wiUcs ai^aiiist tlie Ministei, by wtiost* Instipition lit* is 
.incstt'd, and moves Ininsclf by l,nbc(ts corpus into tlic Fleet 

IMy lady having prolonged lier stay beyond the 
period of it eomi*’ jn visit, and repeated her protes- 
tations in the most frank and obliging mariner, took 
her leave of our adventurer, who promised to pay 
Ills res[)eets toiler in a few days at her owm house. 
J\l(‘au\vhile. he resumed his task; and having linished 
a most severe remonstrance against Sir Steady, not 
only with regard to his jirivate ingratitude, but also 
to his inal-administratioTi of puhlie aifairs, he sent 
it to the author of a w'eekly paper, who had been 
long a iirofessed reformer in polities ; and it ap- 
])eared in a very few days, witli a note of the puh- 
lisher, desiring tlie favour of further eorrespoiulenee 
yvith the author. 

The animadvcTsious contained in this small essay 
w^ere so spirited and judicious, and a great many 
ne^v lights thrown upon the sulijeel willi such jier- 
spieiiity, as attracted the notice of the public in an 
extraordinary manner, and helped to raise the cha- 
racter of the pa])er in which it yvas inserted, ddie 
minister y\as not the last w ho I'xamined the jier- 
lormaiice, which, in sjate of all his boasted temjier, 
proymked him to .such a degri-e, tliat he set his 
emissaries at work, and by dmt of cornqdion, pro- 
cured a sight of the mami->erij)1 in Peregrine’s own 
Iiandwritiiig, which he immediately recognized; 
hilt, lor further confirnmlioii of Ids o]>inion, he 
compared it with the ts, o letters Avhieh he had 
received from our adventurer. Had he known the 
young gmitleman’s tahaits for declamation were so 
acute, perhaps he yvould never have given him 
c;iiist* to complain, but employed him in tlie yin- 
dieatioii of his oyvn measures ; nay, he might still 
have treated him like some other authors w hom he 
had brought over from tlie ojiposilion, had not the 
keenness of this iirst assault incensi d him to a de- 
sire of revenge, lb*, therefore, no sooner nuule 
this discovery, than he conveyed his directions to 
Ids dependent, the receiver-general, who was pos- 
sessed of Pickle’s notes. Next day, while our 
author stood within a circle of his aequaintanee, at 
a certain collee-hoiifte, holding forth with great 
eloipieiice upon the diseases of the stale, he was 
accosted by a bailid, who entering the room y\ith 
five or six folloy^ers, told him aloud that he had a 
yvrit against him for tyy elve liundred pounds, at the 
suit of Mr. Ravage Gleaimm. 

The yvhole company were astonished at this ad- 
dn*sB, which <lid not fail to disconqiosc the defen 
dant himself, who, as it were instinctively, in the 
midst of his confusion, saluted the officer across the 
head wdth his cane ; in I’oiiseijuence of which ap- 


plication, ho was surrounded and disarmed in an 
instant by the gang, who carried him off to the 
next tavern in the mo.st opprobrious manner. Nor 
did one of the spectators iutcrjKXse in his liehalf, or 
visit liim in his confinement wdth the least tender of 
advice or assistance ; such is the zeal of a coffee- 
house fricndsliip. 

This stroke was the more severe upon our hero, 
as it was altogether unexpected ; for he had utterly 
forgot the debt for which he was arrested. His 
present indignation was, however, chiefly kindled 
against the bailiff, who had done his office in such 
a disrespectful manner ; and the first use he made 
of his recollection in the house to which they con- 
ducted him, was to chastise him for the insolence 
and iiideceney of his behaviour. This task he tier- 
formed with his bare fists, every other w^eapon 
being previously conveyed out of his r(*ach ; and 
the delimpieiit underwent his discipline with sur- 
prising patience and resignation, asking pardon 
with great humility, and protesting before God, 
that he had never willingly and wittingly used any 
gentleman with ill manners, but had been i*om- 
manded to arrest our adventurer according to the 
express direction of the creditor, on pain of forfeit- 
ing his place. 

Ry this d(*elaratioTi P(‘regrine w’as appeased, and, 
out of a delirium of jiassion, waked to all tin* hor- 
rors of reflection. All the glory of his youth was 
now eclipsed, alt the blossoms of liis hope were 
blasted, and he saw himself doomed to the miseries 
of a jail, without the least prospect of enlargement, 
except in the issue of his lawsuit, ofw'hieh ho had, 
for some time past, grown less and less eonfident 
every day. What would h(‘com(‘ of the unfortunate, 
if the constitution of the mind did not permit them 
to bring one passion into tin* field against another? 
l>assions that operate in the human breast, like 
jioisoiis of a dilferent nature, (‘Xtiiigiiishing each 
other's effect. Our hero’s grief reigned m full 
despotism, until it was de]) 0 &ed by revenge ; during 
the pivdorninaney of which, be considered every 
thing which had hajipencd as a circumstanee con- 
ducive to its gratification. “ If I must he prisoner 
for life,” said he to himself, “ if 1 imi.st reliiupiish 
all my gay expectations, let me at least have the 
satisfaction of clanking my chains seas to interriqit 
the repose of my adversary ; and let me search in 
my own breast for that peace and contentment, 
w hich I have not been able to find in all the scenes 
of my sueeess. Jn being detached from tlu* world, 
1 shall be d<‘livere<l ti-om folly and ingratitude, as 
well as exempted from an expense, winch I should 
have found it very difficult, if not impraetieahle, to 
support ; I shall ha\e little or no tenqitatioii to mis- 
s])end my time, and more undisturbed opiiortunity 
to earn my suhsistenee, and prosecute my revenge. 
After all, a jail is the best tub to which a e>iiic 
philosopher can retire.” 

In consequence of these comfortable reflections 
he sent a li'lter to Mr. ('rahtree, with an aeeoiint 
of his inisforlune, signifying his resolution to move 
himself immediately into tlie Elect, and desiring 
that he would send him some understanding at- 
torney of his acquaintance, who would direct him 
into the .steps necessary to he taken for that piir- 
po.se. The misanthrojie, upon the receipt of this 
intimation, went in person to a lawyer, whom he 
accompanied to the spunging-house whither the 
prisoner had by this time retired, reregrine was, 
under the auspices of his director, conducted to the 
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judges’ chamber, where he was left in the custody 
of a tipstalf ; and, after having paid for a warrant 
oi ha Imis corpus, by him conveyed to the Fleet, and 
delivered to tlie care of tlie warden. 

Il(‘re be was introduced to the lodg<s in w^hich 
he was obliged to expose himself a full half hour 
to the eyes of all the turnkeys and door-k(*epers, 
who took an accurate survey of his person, that 
they might know him again at first sight ; and 
then he was turned loose into the jilaee called the 
master’s side, having given a valuable consideration 
for that privilege. This is a large range of build- 
ing, containing some hundreds of lodging-rooms 
for the convenience of the prisoners, who pay so 
much per week for that accommodation. In short, 
this community is like a city detached from all com- 
munication with the neighbouring parts, regulated 
by its own law's, and furnished with peculiar con- 
veniences for tlic use of the inhabitants. There is 
a coftee-house for the resort of gentlemen, in which | 
all sorts of liquors arc* kept, and a public kitchen, 
where any quantity of meat is sold at a very rea- 
sonable rate, or any kind of provision boiled and 
roasted (jratis, for the poor prisoners. JVay, there 
are certain servants of the jiuhlic, who are obliged 
to go to inarktit, at the pleasure of individuals, 
w'ithout fee or reward from those who employ them. 
Nor are they cooped up, so as to be excluded from 
the benefit of fresh air, there being an open area, 
of a considerable extent, adjacent to the building, 
on which they may exercise themselves in walking, 
skittles, howls, and a variet y of other diversions, ac- 
cording to the iiichnation of each. 

Our adventurer hmug admitted a denizen of this 
community, found himself bewildered in the midst 1 
of strangers, wdio, by their appearance, did not at 
all prepossess him in tlu'ir favour ; and, after having 
strolled about the place with his friend Cadwallader, ' 
repaired to the coffee-house, in order to he further 
iiiiornitd of the peculiar customs which it was ne- 
cessary for him to know. 

There, while he endeavoured to pick up intelli- 
gence from the bar-keeper, he was accosted by a 
person in canonicals, avIio very civilly asked if he 
was a new-comer, lleiiig answ ered in the affirma- 
tive, he gave liim tin* ssilupdioii of welcoim* to the 
society, and, willi grcaf^iiosjiitality, undertook to 
initiate him in the constitutions of the brotherhood, 
'riiis humam* clei'gyman gave him to understand, 
that his fir.st can* ought lo he that of securing a 
lodging; telling him there was a certain number 
of apartments m the prison U t at the same price, 
though some were more commodious than others; 
and that when the better sort became vacant, by 
the removal of their ^lossesMirs, those who suc- 
ceeded in point of seniority, had the privilege of 
occupying the eiiqity tenements preferable to the 
rest oi* the inhabitants, howsoever respectable they 
might otherwise be. M'hat, w hen the jail was very 
much crow’ded, there was but one chamber allotted 
for two lodgers ; but this w as not considered as any 
great hardship on the prisoners ; because, in that 
case, there was always a sufficient number of males, 
who willingly admitted the females to a share in 
tlieir apartments and beds. Not hut tlie time had 
l)een, when this expedient would not answer the 
occasion ; because, after a coujile liad been quar- 
tered in every room, there w as a considerable resi- 
due still unprovided with lodging ; so that, for the 
time being, the last comers were obliged to take up 
their habitation in Mount Scoundrel, an apartment 


most miserably furnished, in which^ they lay pro- 
miscuously, amidst filth and vermin, until they 
could be better accommodated in due course of ro- 
tation. 

JVregrine, hearing the description of this place, 
began to be vt ry impatient about his night’s lodging; 
and the parson, perceiving his anxiety, conducted 
him, without loss of time, lo the warden, who forth- 
with put him in posses^ion of a paltry chamber, for 
which he agreed to pay half a crown a week. This 
jioint being settled, his director gave him an ac- 
count of the different methods of t*ating, either 
singly, in a mess, or at an ordinary, and advised 
him to choose the last, as the most reputable, offer- 
ing to introduce him next clay to the best company 
in the Fleet, who always dined together in public. 

Fickle having thanked this gentleman for his 
civilities, and promised to be governed by his ad- 
vice, invited him to pass tlie evening at his apart- 
ment ; and, in the mean time, shut himself* up with 
Crabtree, in order to deliberate upon the wreck of 
his affairs. Of all his ample fortune nothing nowr 
remained hut his wardrobe, which was not very 
sumptuous, about thirty guineas in cash, and the 
garrison, which the niisanthrojie counselled him to 
convert into ri*a(ly money for his jircsent subsist- 
ence. This advice, however, he absolutely rejected, 
not only on account of his having already bestowed 
it upon Hatchway during the term of his natural 
life, but also with a view of retaining some nuuno- 
rial of the commodore’s generosity. He projiosed, 
therefore, to finish in this retreat the translation 
winch he hail undertaken, and earn his future sub- 
sistence by labour of the same kind He desired 
(’adwallader to take charge of his moveables, and 
send to him such linen and clothes as he should 
have occasion for in his confinement. Hut, among 
all his difficulties, nothing embarrassed him so much 
as his faithful l*ipes, whom he could no longer en- 
tertain in his service. He knew Torn had made 
shift to pick up a competency in the course of liis 
ministration ; but that reflection, though it in some 
measure alleviated, could not wholly prevent the 
mortification lie should siittcr in parting with an 
aftcctioiiutc adherent, who w as by tliis timi* become 
as necessary to liim as one of his own members, 
and will) was so accustomed to live under his com- 
mand and protection, that hi* did not believe the 
fellow could reconcile himself to any other way of 
life. 

(h’ahtrce, in order to make him easy on that 
score, oftcred to adopt him in the room of his own 
valet, wliom he would dismiss; though he observed, 
that Fipes had been quite spoiled in our hero's 
service. But Jk*regrine did not choose to lay liis 
friend under tliat inconvenience, knowing that his 
present lackey understood and complied with all 
the pecnliuritics of his humour, which Pipes would 
never be able to study or regard, he therefore 
determined to send him back to his shipmate 
Hatchw ay, with w'hom he had spent the fore part 
of his life. 

These points being adjusted, the two friends 
adjourned to the coffee-house, with a view of in- 
quiring into the character of the clergyman to 
whose beneficence our adventurer was so much 
indebted. They learned he was a person who had 
incurred tlie displeasure of tlie bishop in whose 
diocese he was settled, and, being unequal in power 
to his antagonist, had been driven to the Fleet, in 
consequence of his obstinate opposition ; though he 
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still found means to enjoy a pretty considerable 
income, by certain irre/^ular i)nieticeK in llu* way of 
his function, w'hich income was cliietly consumed 
in acts of humanity to his fellow -creatures in 
distress. 

Ills eiilogium was scarce tini'-lied, when he 
entered the room, aeeordinpj to apiunntnunit with 
Peregrine, who ord»*ring wine an<l something for 
Slipper to be carried to his apartment, the trium- 
virate went thitlnn- ; and C.adwallader taking his 
leave for the night, the twmfeliow-])risoners passed 
the evening very sociably, our hero being enter- 
tained by Ins new companion with a private history 
of the place, some partieulars of whicli were ex- 
tremely curious, ile told him, that tin* person 
who attended them at siijiper, howling w'ith the most 
abject servility, and w’orshipping them every time 
he opened Ins inoutli, with the ejiithcts of i/our 
lordship and uonr honour, had, a few years before, 
been actually a captain in the guards; who, after 
having run his career in the great world, had 
threaded every station in their community, from that 
of a Inick of the first order, who swaggers about the 
PleiM ill a laced coat, with a footman and w'hore, to 
the degree of a tapster, in wdnch he was now happily 
settled. “ If you will take tlie trouble of going 
into the eook’h kitchen,” saiil lie, “ you will perceive 
a beau metamorphosed into a tnrns[)it; and there 
ar(‘ some hewers of wood and drawers of water in 
this microcosm, who have had forests and fiisli- 
potids of their ow'ii. Yet, Tiotwithstaiidiiig such a 
miserable reverse of fortune, they are neither objects 
of regard or compassion, heeaiiM* their misfortunes 
are the fruits of the most vicious extravagance, 
and they are absolutely insmisible of the misery 
u Inch is their lot. 'L’hose of our fellow-sufferers, 
who have been reduced by undestu’ved losses, or 
the precipitation of inexperienced youth, never fail 
to meet ivith the most brotherly assistance, provided 
they behave with decorum, and a due sense of their 
unhappy circumstances, l^or are w'e destitute of 
power to chastise the licentious, who refuse to 
comiily with the regulations of the ])lace,aTid disturb 
tlie jieace of the community with riot and disorder. 
Justice IS here impartially administered liy a court 
of cipiily, consisting of a select number of the most 
lesjicetahle inhabitants, who punish all offenders 
with ecpial judgment and resolnlioii, after they have 
been fairly convicted of the crimes laid to their 
charge.” 

The clergyman having thus explained the 
economy of the place, as well as the caus<> of Ins 
own conlineir.eiit, began to discover signs of cu- 
riosity touching our hero’s situation ; and Tickle, 
thinking he could do no less for tlie satisfaction of 
a man who had treated him in such an hosjntahle 
manner, favoured him with a detail of the eireiim- 
stanc(*s wlileh jirodiiced his imjirisoiinicnt ; at the 
same time gratifying his resentment against the 
minister, which rielighted in recapitulating the in- 
juries he had received. The parson, who had been 
prepossessed in favour of our youth at first sight, 
understanding what a considerable ])art he had 
acted on the stage of life, felt his veneration increase ; 
and, pleased w ith the opportunity of iiitrodueing a 
stranger of his conseqncnee to the eluh, left him to 
his repose, or rather to ruminate on an event which 
he had not as yet seriously considered. 

I might here, in imitation of some celebrated 
writers, furnish out a jmge or two, with the reflec- 
tions he made upon the instability of human affairs, 


the treachery of the world, and the temerity of 
youth ; and endeavour to decoy the reader into a 
smih‘, by some quaint observation of my own, 
touching the sagacious moralizer. But, besides that 
1 look upon this practice as an impel tinent anti- 
cipation of the [lernser’s thoughts, 1 have too much 
matter of importance uiion my hands, to give the 
reader the least reason to believe that J am diivcni 
to such paltry shills, in order to eke out the volume. 
Suffice It then to say, our adventurer passed a very 
uneasy night, not only from the thorny suggestions 
of his mind, hut likewise from the anguish of his 
body, which suffered from the hardness of his 
couch, as well as from the natural iiiliahilaiits 
thereof, that did not tamely siifi’er his intrusion. 

In the morning he was waked by Pipes, who 
brought upon his shoulder a portmanteau filled 
w'ith necessaries, according to the direction of ('ad- 
vvalladcr ; and tossing it down upon the floor, 
regaled himself with a ipiid, without the least 
manifestation of concern. After some jiaiise, “ You 
see, Pipes,” said his master, “to what I have hroiigiit 
myself.” “ Ey% ey,” answer<*d tin* valet, “ (Hiee tlir 
vessel is asliore, what signifies talking? AVe must 
bear a hand to tow her off, if we can. If she Aion't 
budge for all the anchors and capstans aboard, 
after W’e have lightened her, by cutting away he r 
masts, and heaving our guns and cargo overhoaid, 
Avhy then, mayhap a brisk gale of wind, a tide, or 
current s(‘tting from shore, may float her again 
in the blast of a whistle. JJere is two hundred and 
ten guineas by tin* tale in this here canvas bag ; and 
upon this scrap of paper- -no, avast — that’s iny 
discharge from the parish for Moll Trundle — ey, 
here it is — an order for thirty pounds upon the 
what-d’ye-call-’em in the city ; and two tickets for 
twenty- fivi* and eighteen, wdiich I lent, d'ye see, to 
Sam Studding to buy a cargo of rum, when he 
lioisted the sign of the ('ommodore at St. (’athe- 
rinc’s.” So saying, he Njircad his whole stock ujion 
the table, for the accejitance of Peregrine ; w ho, 
being viry much affected w ith this fresh instance 
)f his attachment, expressed liis satisfaction at 
=!ceing he had been such a good economist, and 
]>aid his w’ages up to that very day. lie thankid 
him for his faithful services, and, observing that he 
himself w'as no longer in a Condition to maintain a 
domestic, advised liim to retire to the garrison, 
where he would be kindly received h> his trieiul 
Hatchway, to whom he would recommend linn in 
the strongest terms. 

Pipes looked blank at this unexpected intimation 
to which he r'‘j)lied, that he wanted neither pa} nor 
proMsion, but only to be einjilojed as a tender; 
and tluit he w'ould not steer his course for the 
garri.son, unh'ss his master would first take his 
hmilxT aboard. Pickle, however, peremptorily 
lefused to touch a farthing of the money, which he 
commanded liiin to put up ; and Pipes w as 
mortified at his refusal, that twisting the notes 
together, he threw them into the fire without 
hesitation, crying, “ 1)— n the money !” The canvas 
bag, with its contents w’ould have shared the same 
fate, had not JVivgrine started up, and snatching 
the paper from the flames, ordered his valet to 
forbear, on ])aiii of l)(‘mg banished for ever from 
his sight. lie told him, that, for the present, there 
wai, a necessity for his being dismissed, and he 
discharged him accordingly ; but if he would go 
j and live quietly with the lieutenant, he promised, 

I on the first favourable turn of his fortune, to take 
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him again into his service. In the mean time he 
gave him to understand, that he neither wanted, 
nor would make any use of his money, which he 
insisted upon liis pocketing imnu'diatcly, on pain 
of forfeiting all title to his favour. 

Pipes was very much chagrined at these injunc- 
tions, to which he made no reply ; hut sweeping 
the money into his hag, stalked off in silence, wi ‘ 
a look of grief and mortilieation, whieli his counte- 
nance had never exhibited before. Nor was the 
\ '\'ud heart of Pickle unmoved upon the occasion ; 
he could scarce suppress his sorrow in tlie presence 
of Pipes, and, soon as he was gone, it vented itself 
in tears. 

Having no great pleasure in conversing wdth his 
own thoughts, he dressed himself with all coiiMuiient 
dispatch, being attended by one of the occasional 
valets of the place, who had i'ormeiiy been a rich 
mercer in the city ; ainl this operation being per- 
formed, he went to breakfast at the coffee-house, 
wdiere he hapjieiied to meet with his Iricnd llie 
clergyman, and several jicrsons of genteel appear- 
ance, to whom the doctor introduced him as a new' 
messmate. Jly these gentlemen he was coiiduefed 
to a place, where the\ si»ent the forenoon in play- 
ing at fives, an exercise in which our hero took sin- 
gular d(*lig)it ; and about one o’clock a court was 
held, liir the trial of two delirnpients, who had 
transgressed the law s of honesty and good order. 

The first who appeared at the bar was an attor- 
ney, accused of having jneked a gentleman's jiocket 
ol‘ his handkerchief. And the fact being ])ro\ed 
by iiicontestible evidence, he received sentence. 
In conseqiu'iiee of which, he was unnit‘diately car- 
ried to the public iiump, and subjccti’d to a severe 
cascade of cold w’ater. Tins cause lieing discussed, 
they proeecdeil to the trial of the other offender, 
who w'as a lieutenant of a man-ol-war, mdieted fi>r 
u not, which he luid committed in coinjiatiy with a 
female, not )et taken, against the laws of the place, 
and the p< aee of liis fellow -jirisoiK'rs. 'riieeulju'it 
had b(‘en very obstreperous, and absolutely nd’uscd 
to obey the suiimions, w'ltli many expressions of 
contem])t and defiance against the aullionty of the 
court; upon wdiicli the constables were order<*<l to 
bring him to the bar, vi vt arnns; and lie was 
aceordingly brought befon* the judge, alter Jiaving 
made a most des])ei ate resistance with a banger, by 
wliieh one of tlie otlieers was dangerously wimnded. 
'J’his outrage was such an aggravation of bis crime, 
that tlie court wouhl in.t venture to decide upon it, 
but remitted him to the sentence of the warden ; 
who, ])y virtue of his dictatorial jiower, onlered the 
rioter to he loaded w ith irons, and confined m the 
strongroom, wbieli is a dismal <lnngeon, situated 
iijKin the side of the ditch, infested wntli toads and 
\ennin, snreliarged with noisome damps, and im- 
jiervioiis to tlie least ray of light. 

♦lustiee being done ujion tliese criminals, our 
adventurer and his company' adjourned to the ordi- 
nary, which was kt‘pt at the coff’cc-housc ; and he 
found, upon iiKpury, tliat liis messnuilcs consisted 
of one officer, two underwriters, three projectors, 
an alchemist, an attorney, a parson, a brace of 
poets, a baronet, and a knight of tlic bath, '^fhe 
dinner, though not siiiiijituous, nor very elegantly 
served up, was nevertheless substantial, and jirctly 
well dressed. The wine was tolerable, and all the 
guests as cheerful as if they had been utter strangers 
tf) calamity ; so that our adventurer began to rcli.sh 
the couipany, and mix m the conversaMon, with 


that sprightliness and ease which were peculiar to 
his disposition. The repast being ended, the reck- 
oning paid, and part of the gentlemen withdrawn 
to cards, or other avocations, those w ho remained, 
among whom Teregrine made one, agreed to spend 
the afternoon in conversation over a bowl of punch ; 
and the liquor being produced, they passed the 
time very socially in various topics of discourse, 
including many curious anecdotes relating to tlieir 
ow n affairs. No man scrupled to own the inilure 
of the debt for which he wiio eonlined, unless it 
happened to be some piddling affair ; but, on the 
contrary, boasted of the importaiiee of the sum, as 
a cireuinstancc that im])lied his having been a jier- 
sou of consequence in life; and be who made tlie 
m<»st remarkable escapes from bailiffs, w:is looked 
upon as a man of sujicrior genius and address. 

Among other extraordinary adventures of tins 
kind, none was more romantic than the last clojic- 
ment achicvi'd by the officer; wdio told them he 
had been arrested for a debt of tw o hundred jxmnds, 
at a tinu‘ when he could not command as many 
pence, and conveyed to the bailiff ’s house, in w Ineli 
he continued a whole fortiiiglit, moving his kxlg- 
ings higher and higher, from time to time, in ])io- 
portion to the decay of his credit; until, liom the 
pailour, lie had made a regular ascent to tlie gairel. 
There, wdiile lie ruminated on his next stej), w Inch 
would have been to the Marslialsea, and saw the 
night come on, atteiidi'd with hunger and cold, the 
wind began to blow, and the tih'S of the bouse rat- 
tled w'ith the storm. Ills iTiuigiiiation was nniue- 
diately struck with the idea ofeseaj)nig iinjiercened, 
amidst tlie darkness and noise of tlie temjiest, by 
creeping out of the window of Ins apartment, and 
making Ins way over tlie tojis of tlie adjoining 
houses. (Jlowing witli this prospect, he examined 
the passage, wlneli, to Ins intinite inoitilieation, lie 
found grated with iron bars on llu* outside; l)nt 
even tins dilfieulty did not divert him from Ins piir- 
j»()se. (’oiiseious ol’ his ow'ii strength, he believed 
liimself al)le to make a liole through the roof, 
which seemed to be slender and crazy ; and on this 
supjiosition, be barricadoed tlie door with tlu‘ v hole 
furniture of the room ; then setting hnnsi'H to work 
with a jioker, he in a i‘ew minutes effected a passage 
for Ins liaiid, witli which he gradually strij)j)ed off' 
tlie boards and tiling, so as to ojien a sallyport lor 
his whole body, through winch he fairly set Ininself 
free, groping Ins way towards tlie next tenement. 
Hen*, however, be iin't witli an unlueky aeeuhnt 
Ills hat lu'ing blown off bis bead, ehaneed to (all 
into the court just as one of the bailiff's loliowers 
W'as knocking at tlie door; and this myrmidon k*- 
eogniziiig it, iininediutely gave the alarm to liis 
chief, who, running up stairs to the garret, forced 
o|)en tlie door in a twinkling, not witlislaiidnig tlie 
precautions winch the ])nsoiier had taken, and, 
with Ills attendant, jmrsiied the fugitive through 
Ins own track. After this chase had eontiiiued 
some time,” said the oliieer, ‘Mo the imminent dan- 
ger of all three, I found my ])rogress suddenly 
stopped by a skylight, through which 1 perceived 
seven tailors sitting at work ujion a hoard. W’ltli- 
oul the least hesitation, or previous notice, 1 plunged 
among them with my backside foremost. Jleiore 
they could recollect themselves from the conster- 
nation occasioned by such a strange visit, 1 told 
them my situation, and gave them to understand 
that there was no time to be lost. One of the 
number taking the hint, led me instantly down 
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stairs, and dismissed me at the street door ; while 
the bailiff and liis follower, arriving at the breacli, 
w'ere deterred from entering by the brethren of my 
deliverer, who, presenting their shears, like a range 
ot' rhcr(ii(.r dv frize, eommanded them to retire, on 
pain of immediate deatli. And the eiitehpole, rather 
than risk his earcase, eonsented to discharge the debt, 
comforting himself with the hope of making me 
prisoner again. There, however, he was disa])- 
pointed. 1 ke])t snug, and laughed at his esca])e 
warrant, until 1 was ordered abroad with the regi- 
ment, when T eonvejed myself in a hearse to 
(Iravesend, wdiere I embarked for Flanders ; but, 
being obligi'd to come over again on the recruiting 
service, I w^as nabbed iin another score. And ail 
the satisfaction my first captor has been able to 
obtain, is a writ of detainer, which, 1 believe, will 
fix me in this place, until the parliament, in its 
great goodness, shall thmk proper to discharge my 
debts by a new' act of insolvency.” 

Every body ow'iied, that the captain’s success 
was eciual to the hardiness of his enterprise, which 
w’as altogether in the style of a soldier; but one of 
the nu'rehants observed, tha*’ he must have been a 
biulill of small experience, who W'ould trust a pri- 
soner of that consequence in such an unguarded 
place. “ If th<‘ captain,” said he, “had fallen into 
the hands of such a cunning rascal as the fellow 
that arrested im‘, he would not have found it such 
an easy matter to escape ; for the manner in whieli 
1 was caught is perhaps the most extraordinary that 
ever was practised in these realms. You must know, 
genllemen, 1 sufjbred such losses by insuring ves- 
sels during the war, that J was obliged to stop 
payment, thongli iny expectations were such as en- 
couraged me to manage one branch of business, 
without coming to an immediate composition with 
m\ creditors. In short, I received consignments 
fniiii al)]oa<l as usual; and, that I might not be 
subji'ct to the visits < f those eatehfioles, 1 never 
s(iit(m 1 abroad, hut, turiiiug my first floor into a 
warehouse, ordered all my goods to be hoisted up 
hv a cram* fixed to the upper st<iry of my house. 
Eners wen* the stratagems practised by those in- 
genious ferrets, with a view of deeo} iiig me from 
the walls of iny fortification. 1 received innuine- 
pable messages from j)(*(>]>le, who w’anted to see me 
at certain ta\erns, upon jiartieular business, 1 w as 
hiimmoiied intotbe country, to see my own mother, 
w ho was said to be at tlie iioiut <if deatii. A geiitle- 
woman, one night, was taken in labour on my 
threshold. At another tune I was disturbed with 
the cry of murder in the street ; and once I was 
alarmed by a false fire. Hut, being still upon my 
guard, 1 baffled all their attempts, and thought my- 
self (jnite secure from their invention, when one of 
those hlood-houmls, inspired, I beliet e, lit' the devil 
himself, contrived a snare by whicli I was at last 
entrapped, lie made it his liusiness to imjuire into 
the particulars of my traflie ; and un<Ierstauding 
that, among other things, there w ere several elie.sts 
of Elor(*nee entered at the eustoin house on iny 
behalf, he ordered himself to he enclosed in a box 
of the same dimensions, with air holes in the bottom, 
for the benefit of breathing, and No. III. marked 
u])on the cover ; and being conveyed to my door 
in a cart, among other goods, was, in Ins turn, 
hoisted up to my wareliouse, w here 1 stood with a 
hammer, in order to open the ediests, that 1 might 
compare the contents with the invoice. You may 
guess my surprise and consternation, when, upon 


uncovering the box, I saw a bailiff rearing up his 
head, like Lazarus from the grave, and heard liini 
declare that he had a writ against me for a thou- 
sand pounds. Indeed, I aimed the hammer at his 
head, but, in the hurry of my confusion, missed iny 
mark ; before I could repeat the blow, he started 
up with great agility, and executed his office in 
sight of several evidences whom he had assembled 
in the street for that jmrpose ; so that J <‘ould not 
possibly disentangle m}self from the toil without 
iiieurring an esea]>e-warrant, from which I had no 
protection. Hut, had T known tlie (‘ontents of the 
chest, by all that’s good ! T would have ordered my 
port(T to raise it up as high as the crane would 
permit, and then have cut the rojie by aeeie’ent.” 

“That expe<lient,” said the knight with the red 
ribbon, “would iiave discouraged him from such 
hazardous attempts for the future, and would have 
been an example in terrorem ol* all his brethren. 
The story puts me in mind of a deliverance 
achieved by Tom Huckaboiif, a very stout honest 
fellow, an old aequaintanee of mine, who had been 
so famous for maiming bailiffs, that another gen- 
tleman having been ill used tt a spiinging-lioiise, 
no sooner obtained his liberty, than, with a view* of 
b(‘ing revenged upon the landlord, he, for five 
shillings, bought oue of Tom's notes, wbieh sold at 
a very large discount, and, taking out a writ upon 
it, put it into tlie hands of the bailiff, avIio bad used 
him ill. 'Phe eatcbiiole, after a diligent seareli, had 
an opportunity of executing the writ ujioii the 
defemlant, who, without ceremony, broke oue of 
bis arms, fractured liis skuM, and bt‘laboured him 
in such a manner, that he lay without sense or 
motion on the spot. Hy sucli exploits, tins hero 
became so fonnuiable, that no single baililf would 
undertake to arrest him , so that he aj)p(*ared in all 
public places untouched. At length, however, 
several officers of the l\Iarshalsea court entered into 
a confederacy against him ; and two of the num- 
ber, attended hy three desperab* followers, M*nture(l 
to arrest him one day in the Strand, near lJuiig(*r- 
ford market. He found it impossilile to make 
resi.stance, because ilic whole gang sprung upon 
him at once, like so many tigers, and pinioned Ins 
arms so fast, that he could not wag a finger. I‘er- 
ceiving himself fairly overjiowered, he desin'd to 
be coTulueted fortlnvitli to jail, and A\as stowed in 
a boat accordingly ; by the time they bad reached 
the middle of the river, he found means to overset 
the wherry by accident, and every man disregard- 
ing the prisoner, eonviilted his own safety. As for 
Ilackaboiit, to vs horn that elenu'iit v\as quite fami- 
liar, he mount(‘d astride upon the keel of tlie boat, 
which was uppermost, and exliort»*il tlie bailiffs to 
swim for their lives; protesting before (lod, that 
they had no other elianee to be sa\ed. 

“ The watermen v^ ere immediately taken up by 
some of their ovmi friends, viho, far from yielding 
any assistance to the eateh poles, kept aloof, and 
exulted in tlu'ir calamity. Jii sho^’t, two of the five 
went to the Ix'ttoin, and never saw the light of 
God’s sun, ami the other three, w ith great difficulty, 
saved themselves by lav ing hold on the rudder of 
a dung barge, to w hieh they were carried by tlie 
stream, while 'I'om, with great deliberation, swam 
across to the Surry shore. After this achievement, 
he was so much dreaded by the whole fraternity, 
that they shivered at the very mention of his 
name; and this eliaraoter, which some people 
would think an advantage to a man in debt, was 
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the f]^reaU‘St misfortune tliat could possibly happen 
to him ; bwause no tradesman would give liiin 
credit for the least trifle, on the supposition that he 
could not indemnify liiiuself in the common course 
of law. 

The parson did not approve of Mr. llachaboiit’s 
method of escaping, winch he considered as a A-^er^ 
unchris ian attempt upon the lives of his fellow - 
subjects: — It is enough,” said he, “that we elude 
the laws of our country, without murdering the 
ofiicers (»f justice. For my owm part, 1 can lay 
my hand upon my heart, and safely say, that 1 
forgive finmi my soul the fellow by whom I Avas 
made a prisoner, although the circumstances of his 
behaviour were treacherous, wicked, and profane. 
You must knoAv, Mr. rickle, 1 was one day called 
into my chapel, in order to join a couple in the 
lioly bands of matrimony ; and my afl'airs being 
at that time so situated, as to lay me under a])pre- 
hensions of an arrest, 1 cautiously surveyed the 
man through a lattice which was made for that 
purpose, Ix'fore 1 would venture to come within 
ids reach, lie was clothed in a seaman’s jacket 
and trowsers, and had such an air of simplicity in 
his countenance, as <li vested me of all suspicion. I 
therefore, a\ ithout further scruple, trusted myself in 
his presence, began to exercise the duty of my 
function, and had actually i»erformed one half of 
the ceremony, w^hen the supposed Avoman, ]mll“ 
ing out a juiperfrom her bosom, exclaimed, with a 
masculine voice, * Sir, you are my jirlsoner ; I have 
got a writ against you for five hundred pounds.’ 
i was thunderstruck at this declaration, not so 
much on account of my own misfortune, which, 
thank lieaven, 1 can boar with patience and resig- 
nation, as at the impiedy of the wretch, first, in 
disguising such a worldly aim under the cloak of 
religion ; and, secondly, in prostituting the service, 
w hen there was no occas'on for so doing, his design 
having previously taken effect. Yet 1 forgive him, 
poor soul ! because he knew' not what he did ; and 
I hope you, Sir Sipple, will exert the same Chris- 
tian virtue towards the man by whom you was 
likewise oA'erreached.” 

“ Oh ! d — II the rascal,” cried the knight ; “ were 
I his judge, he sliould he condemned to flames 
everlasting. A villain ! to disgrace me in such a 
manner, before almost all the fashionable company 
in town.” Our hero expressing a curiosity to knoAv 
the particulars of this adventure, the knight grati- 
fied his desire, by telling him, that one evening, while 
he was engaged in a party of cards, at a drum in the 
hous(* of a certain lady of quality, he Avas given to 
understand by one of the servants, that a stranger, 
very richly dressed, was just arrived in a chair, 
preceded by five footmen with flambeaux, and that 
he refused to come up stairs, until he should he 
introduced by Sir Sipple. “ Upon this notice,” 
continued the knight, “ 1 judged it w'as some of my 
quality friends ; and having obtained her ladyship’s 
permission to bring him up, went down to the hall, 
and perceived a person, whom, to the best of my 
recollection, I had never seen before. However, 
his appearance was so magnifieent, that I could not 
liarhoiir the least suspicion of his true quality ; aud, 
seeing me advance, he saluted me with a very 
genteel bow, observing, that though he had not the 
honour of my acquaintance, he could not dispense 
with waiting upon me, even on that occasion, in 
consequence of a letter which he had received from 
a particular friend. So saying, he put a paper into 


my liand, intimating, that ho had got a writ against 
me for ten thousand pounds, and that it would be 
my interest to submit without resistance, for he 
was provided with a guard of twenty men, wdio 
surrounded the door in diflerent disgui.ses, defer- 
iiiiiied to secure me against all opposition. Enraged 
at the seoiindrel’s finesse, and trusting to the assist- 
ance of the real footmen assembled in tlie hall, 
“ So, A oil are a rascally bailiff,” said I, “ w'ho have 
as.sumed the garb of a gentleman, in ordt*r to dis- 
turb her ladyship’s company. Take this fellow, 
my lads, and roll him in the kennel. Here are ten 
guineas for your trouble.” These Avords w ere no 
sooner pronounced, than I Avas seized, lifted up, 
placed in a chair, and carried off in tlie tAvinkliiig 
of an eye; not but that the servants of the hoiisi', 
and some other footmen, made a motion towards 
my rescue, and alarmed all the comjiany above. 
Hut the bailiff* affirming with undaunted effrontery, 
that 1 w as taken uj) upon an affair of state, and so 
many jieople appearing in his behalf, the countess 
wumld not suffer the suppost'd messenger to he in- 
sulted ; and he carried me to the county jail w ith- 
out further let or molestation. 

C’HAPTEll XCVllI. 

Pickle uccnis lolci.iiily well reconciled lo Ins Caj^e; and is by 

the Clergyman entertained with llu* Minunrs of a noted 
Personage, whom lie sees by accident in the Fleet 

1’hk. knight had scarce finished his narrative, when 
our hero was fold, that a gentleman in the coffee 
room wanted to st*e him ; and when he w ent thither, 
he found his friend (.'rahtree, who had transactt*(l 
all his attairs, according to the determination of the 
pri'ceding day; and now gave liiiii an account of 
the remarks he had overheard, on tlie subject of 
his misfortune; — for the manner of the arrest was 
so public and extraordinary, that those avIio were 
present immediately projiagated it among their ac- 
quaintance, and it w as that same evening discoursed 
upon at several tea and card tables, with this varia- 
tion from the truth, tliat the debt amounted to 
twelve thousand, instead of twidve hundretl pounds. 
From which cireumstanee it was conjectured, that 
lYregrine was a bite from the beginning, who had 
found eretlit on account of his effrontery and ap- 
pearance, and imposed himself ujioii the town as a 
young gentleman of fortune. 'Fhey rejoiced, there- 
fore, at his ealaiiiity, wliich they considered as a 
just piinishnieiit for his fraud and presumption, and 
began to review' certain particulars of his conduct, 
that plaiiil} demonstrated him to he a rank adven- 
turer, long before he had arrived at this end of lii.s 
career. 

Fickle, who now believed his glory was set for 
ever, received this intelligence with that disdain 
whicli enables a man to detach himself effectually 
from flu* w'orld, and, Avith great tranquillity, gave 
the misanthrope an entertaining detail of what he 
had seen and lieard since their last parting. While 
they airiust*d themselves in this manner over a dish 
of coffee, they were joined by the jiarson, who con- 
gratulated our hero ujion his bearing mischance 
with such philosophic quiet, and began to rceale 
the tAvo friends with soim* curious eireumstanccs 
relating to the private history ol the several pri* 
soners, us they happened to come in. 

At length a gentleman entered ; at siglit of whom 
the clergyman rose up, and saluted him with a most 
reverential bow, wliich was gracuvusly returned by 
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the straiif^or, who, with a yoiiiif? man tliat attended 
him, retired to the other end of tlie room. They 
were no sooner out of hearing, than the communi- 
cative priest desired his comjiany to take jiartieular 
notice of this person to whom lie had paid his re- 
spects. “That man,” said he “is this day one of 
the most flagrant instanees of neglected virtue 
w hich the world can produce. Over and above a 
cool discerning head, fraught with uncommon learn- 
ing and experience, he is possesse I of such fortitude 
and resolution, as no difliculties can discoiiiage, and 
no danger impair; and so indefatigable in his hu- 
manity, that even now, w hile he is surrounded w ith 
such emharrassments as wouhi distract the brain of 
an ordinary mortal, he has added considerably to 
his encumbrances, by taking under his protection 
that young gentleman, who, induced by his cha- 
ract(*r, appealed to his benevolence for redress of 
the grievances under wdiich he labours from the 
villany of his guardian.” 

Peregrine’s curiosity being excited by this enco- 
mium, he asked the name of this generous patron, of 
which when he was informed, “1 am no stranger,” 
said he, “ to the fame of that gentleman, wdio has 
made a considerable noise in the world, on aeeouni 
of that great cause he undertook in defence of an 
unhappy orphan ; and, since he is a person of such 
an amiable disposition, 1 am heartily sorry to find 
that his endeavours have not met w ith that success- 
ful issue wdiich their good fortune in the b(‘gniniug 
seemed to promise. Indeed the circumstanee of 
his espousing that cause w as so uncommon and ro- 
mantic, and the depravity of the human heart so 
universal, that some pei'jih*, unaeijuaiiited with his 
real character, imagined Ins views were altoiicther 
selfish ; and some were not wanting, who aflirmed 
he was a mere adventurer. Ne\ ertheless, I must 
do him the justice to own, 1 have heard some of the 
most virulent of those who were eoneerned on the 
other side of the ijuestion, bear t<‘stinion\ in his 
favour, observing, that Ik* was deceived into the 
exjiense of the W'hole, by the plausible story which 
at first engaged his compassion. Your description 
of Ins character conlirms me in the same opinion, 
though I am ipiite ignorant of the affair; the par- 
ticulars of which I should be glad to learn, as well 
as a genuine account of his own life, many circum- 
stanc(‘s of w hich arc by his enemies, i heliev 
egregiously misrepresented.” 

“ Sir,” answered the priest, “ that is a piece of 
satisfaction which I am glad to find my self capable 
of giving you. 1 have had the jileasure of being 

acquainted wdth IVIr. M from his joiith, and 

every thing which I shall relate concerning him, 
you may depend upon as a fact whieh hath fallen 
under my owm cognizance, or be(‘ii vouched upon 
the credit of undoubted evidence. 

Mr. M ’s father was a minister of the esta- 

blished thureb of Scotland, descended from a very 
ancient elan, and his mother nearly related to a 
noble family in the northern part of that kingdom. 
While the son yvas hoarded at a jiublic school, 
w here he made good progress hi the l^iatin tongue, 
liis father died, and he w as l(‘ft an orphan to the 
care of an uncle, who, finding him determined 
against any serNile employment, kept him at school, 
that he might prepare himself for tin* nniversity, 
with a view of being qualified for his father’s pro- 
fession. 

Here his imagination was so heated by the war- 
like achievements he found recorded in the Latin 


autliors, such as Tu'sar, Curtius, and Buchanan, that 
he was seized w itli an irresistible thirst of military 
glory, and desire of trying his fortune in the army. 
11 is majesty’s troops taking the field, in consequence 
of the rebellion wliich lia])pened in the year seven- 
teen hundred and fifteen, this young adventurer, 
thinking no lilt eipial to that of a soldier, found 
means to furnish himst'lf with a fusil and bayonet, 
and, leaving the school, repaired to the camp near 
Stirling, yvith a view of signalizing himself in the 
field, though he was at that time but just turned of 
thirteen, lie offered liis service to several officers, 
in hope of being enlisted in their companies, but 
they would not receive him, because they rightly 
concluded, that he was some school-boy broke loose, 
without the knowledge or consent of liis relations. 
Kot withstanding this discouragement, he continued 
in camp, curiously prying into every pan of the 
service ; and such was the resolution consjiicuous 
in him, even at such a tender age, that, after his 
small finances were exhausted, he persisted in his 
design ; and, because he would not make his wants 
known, actually suhsistt‘d for several days on hips, 
haws, and shx's, and other sjunituneous fruits, 
which he gathered in the woods and fields. l\lean- 
wliile, he never failed to he present, w hen any re- 
giment or corps of men were drawn out to he 
exercised and revi(‘wed, and accompanied them in 
all their evolutions, which he had learned to great 
perfection, by observing the companies w bich were 
(juartered in the ])lace where he was at school. 
This cagt'i-ness and perseverance attracted the 
notice of many olheers, who, after having eom- 
mended his spkfit and zeal, pressed him to return to 
his jiarents, and even threatened to expel him from 
the camp, if he would not comply with their advice. 

These remonstrances having no other effect than 
that of warning him to avoid his monitors, they 
thoug>hl proper to alter their behaviour towards liim, 
took him into their jirotection, and even into their 
mess , and w hat, above all other marks of favour, 
pleased tlie young soldier most, jiennitled him to 
incov]»orate in the battalion, and take his turn of 
duty A^ith the oilier men. Jn this liaj)])y situation 
be w;is <iiseovered by a relation of his mother, who 
was a captain in the army, and who used all bis 

authority and influence in persuading ]\I to 

return to school ; but finding Iniii deaf to his ad- 
monitions and threats, he look him under his ow n 
care, and, w hen the army marched to 1 Imnblane, 
left him at Stirling, wuth express injunctions to 
ke<*j) himself within the walls. 

Jle temporized w It h his kinsman, fearing that, 
shouhl he seem refractory, the cajitaiii would have 
ordered him to be shut up in the castle. Inflamed 
with the desire of seeing a battle, his relation no 
sooner marched off the ground, than he mixed in 
with another regimeril, to whicli his former patrons 
belonged, and proet'eded to the field, where he dis- 
tinguished himself, even at that early time of life, 
by his gallantry, in lielping to retrieve a pair of 

colours belonging to JM n’s regiment; so that, 

after the affair, he was presented to the Duke of 
Argydl, and recommended strongly to Bri 
Ciraiit, who invited him into his regiment, ana pro- 
mised to provide tor him with the first opportunity. 
But that gentleman in a little time lost his command 
iqion the duke's disgrace, and the regiment was 
ordered for Ireland, being given to Colonel Nassau, 
whose favmur the young volunteer acquired to such 
a degree, that he was recommended to the king for 
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ail erihigiicy, which in all probability he Mould 
have obtained, had not the regiment been unluckily 
reduced. 

In consequence of this reduction, which happimed 
in the most severe S(*ason of the year, he was obliged 
to return to his own country, through infinite liurd- 
ships, to Mliich he was exposed from tlie iiarroM'- 
Tiess of his circumstances. And continuing still 
enamoured of a military lift', he entered into tlu* 
regiment of Scotch Orc^s, at tliat time commanded 
by the late Sir James ("ainjibell, nlio being ac- 
ipiainted Moth his family and chanicter, encouraged 
him with a ]m)mise of s])eedy preferment. In this 
corps he remained tliree years, during wddeh he 
had no opportunity of seeing aetuiil service, except 
at the all'air of (ilensheel ; and this life of insipid 
fpiiet must have hung heavy nponu vouth of M — ’s 
aetive disposition, liad not he found exercise for 
the mind, in reading hooks of amusement, history, 
voyages, and geograjdiy, together w ith those that 
treated of the art of war, ancient Jind modern, for 
which he contracted such an eager appetite, that 
he used to spend sixteen hours a day in this em- 
ployment. About that time he becann* acipiainted 
with a gentleman of learning and taste, wlio ob- 
serving Iiis indefatigable aiqilication, and insatiable 
tliirst after knowledge, took upon himself the 
charge of superintending his studies; and, by the 
direction of such an able guide, the young soldier 
converted his attention to a more solid and profit- 
able course of reading. So inordinate was his 
desire of making speedy advances in the paths of 
learning, that, within the eom])ass of three months, 
lie diligently perused the writings of Jioeke and 
JMulehranehe, and made himself master of the first 
six, and of the eleventh and twelfth hooks of I'hi- 
clid’s Elements. He considered Ihilleudorf and 
(Irotins w'ith uncommon care, acquired a tolerahh* 
degree of knowledge in tiu' French language, and 
his imagination was so captuated witli the desire 
of learning, that, seeing no jirosjiect of a war, or 
viows of being jirovided lor in the service, he 
<piitted the arni} , and w ent llirongh a regular course 
of university education. Having made such pro- 
gress in his studies, he vesohed to quahl> himself 
for the church, and acijiiired sucli a stock of scliool 
divinity, under the instructions of a learned jiro- 
fessor at Edinburgh, that he more than once 
mounted the rostrum in the public hall, and lield 
forth witli uneommon ajiplaiise. I Jut being discou- 
raged from a prosecution of his jilan, hv tlie unrea- 
sonable austerity of some of the Scotch elerg}, by 
whom the most indill’crent and innocent woids and 
actions were often iniscoiistriied into lenity and 
miscomluct, he resolved toemlmiccthe first fa\our- 
able opportunity of going abroad, being infianud 
wdth the desire of seeing foreign eonntries ; and 
actually set out for IJolland, Avhere, for the space 
of two years, he studied the Homan law, with the 
law of Nature and Nations, under the famous pro- 
fessors JVilieu and Harbi yrac. 

Having thus finished his school education, he set 
out for I’aris, with a view to make himself perJect 
in the Erench language, and learn such useful ex- 
ercises, as might be acquired with the wretched 
remnant of his slender estate, which w as by tluU 
time reduced very low. In his journey through 
the Ncllurlands, he went to Namur, and paid his 
respects to Bishop Strickland and General ("oilier, 
by whom he was received with great civility, in 
consequence of letters of recoiiiincudation, with 


which he yvas providi d fniin the Hague ; and the 
old general assured him of Jiis protection and in- 
terest for a ])air of colours, if he was disposed to 
enter into the Dutch service. 

Tlumgh he was ]>y that time pretty well cun-d 
of his military (Quixotism, he w'ould not totally de- 
cline the generous piollm*, for which he thanked him 
in the most gratt'ful terms, telling the general that 
he would jiay his duty to him on his relurii from 
France, and then, if he could determine upon re 
engaging in the army, should think himselt higlijy 
honoured in being under his command. 

After a stay of two months in Flanders, he pro- 
ceeded to J^aris, and, far from taking up his habita- 
tion in the siihiirhs of St. (xcrmaiii, according to the 
custom of J'higlish travellers, he hinsl a jirivate 
hidging on the other side of the river, and assoei- 
at(‘d <‘hictly with Erench officers, who, their }oiith- 
ful sallies being over, are allowed to be llu* 
politest gentlemen of that kingdom. In this scheme 
he found his account so much, that he could not but 
yvondcr at the folly of his countrymen, who lose 
the main scojie of their going abroad, by spending 
their time and fortune idly with om* another. 

During liis resiihuice in Holland, he had made 
himself aeipiainted with the best authors in llu* 
French language, so tluit he was able to shaie in 
their conversation ; a eireiimstaiice from which he 
found great hcucllt ; for it not only improved him 
in his know ledge of that tongue, hut also ti'udcd to 
the cnlaigement oJ'liis acipjaintancc, in the course 
of w'hicl) he contracted intimacies in some fiimillcs 
of good f.isliion, cs}K‘cially those of tin* long rohe, 
which would h.iM* enabled him to pass his time 
\cry agreeably, Jiad lu* been a little easier in jioint 
of lortime. IJui Ins finances, notwithstanding tin 
most iigid ec<>ii<)my, hi'ing in a few' months veduced 
to a ycry low i hh, the ]>rosj)cct of indigence ihiew 
a dani]> upon all his jilcasiircs, though lu* rc\er 
sullcrcd lumsclf to he thcrch} in any dcgrei* di- 
sjnritcd ; being in that respect of so happy a dispo- 
sition, that conscious jxAcrty or ahundance made* 
very slight impressions upon his mind. 

J'his consumption of his cash, however, involved 
him 111 some ])erpleMty ; and he delilu'ratcil with 
himself, w lu*tlu*r lu* should return to General ('oi- 
lier, or rejiair to London, wlu*re he might ])ossihly 
fall into some hiismess not unl)c*e()ming a gentle- 
man ; though lu* Wiis very miieh mortified to find 
himself ineajiable of gratily iiig an inordinate desire 
which possessed him of making the grand tour, or, 
at least, of visiting tlu* southern parts of France. 

While he thus hesitated bt*tween difi’erent Mig- 
gt*stions, he was one inoriiing visited by a gentle- 
man who had sought and cultivated his friendshij), 
and for whom he had done a good ofliee, in siip- 
jiorting him wdth spirit against a brutal (lermaii, 
with whom he had an affiiir of honour. 'I'liis 
gentleman came to projiose a ])arty for a fortniglit, 
to Foiitainhlcjin, where the court then was ; and 

the proposal b(*ing dc*elined by M wdth more 

than usual stiffness, his fri(*nd was very urgent to 
know the reason of his refusal, and at length, w ith 
some confusion, said, “Perhajis your finances are 

low.” M rej)lic*d, that lie had wherewithal to 

defray tlu* expense of his journey to London, when* 
lie could be furnished with afresh supply ; and this 
answer was no sooner made, llian tlu* other taking 
him by the hand, “ ]\Iy dear friend,” said he, “1 am 
not unacipiainted with your affairs, and would have 
offered you my credit long ago, if J had thought it 
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would bo acceptable ; even now, I do not nretend 
to give you money, but desire and in’sist upon it, that 
yoii will accept of’tlie loan of these two pieces of 
])aper, to he repaid when yoti marry a woman with 
a fortune of twenty thousand pounds, or obtain an 
employment of a thousand a-year.” vSo saying, he 
])resented him with ‘two actions of above two 
thousand livres each. 

M was astonished at this une\f)eeted in- 

stance of generosity in a stranger, and vuli suitable 
acknowledgment, peremidorily refus(‘d to iiieur 
such an obligation ; but at length he was, by dint 
of importunity and warm expostulation, prevailed 
upon to accept one of the actions, on condition that 
the gentleman 'would lake Ins note for tlie sum ; 
and tliis he absolutely rejected, ui.til M pro- 

mised to draw upon liiin for double tlie \alue or 
more, in eas<* lie sliould at any time want a farther 
sup])ly. This uneommon act of friendshij) and 

generosity, iM afterwards had an opiiortunit^^ 

to repay tenfold, though he could not help regret- 
ting the oeeasiori, on Ins friend's account. 'I'haf 
worthy man lia\ing, by placing too much confi- 
dence ill a villaiioub lawyer, ami a ehain of other 
misfortum's, involved liimseP'aud his amiable lady 
in a lahyrintli of difHcultics, winch threatened the 
total mil' of his family. I\1 — • felt the in<‘xpres- 
sihle satisfaction of delivering his benefactor from 
the snare. ^ 

Reing tlius reinforced by the generosity of Ins 
friend, M - - resolved to cAecute his former plan 
of seeing tlie south of France, together with the 
sea-ports of Spain, as far as ('ndi/, from whence lie 
proposed to take a jiassage for J.(Ondon by sea; and, 
with this view, smit Ibrwaid liis Inuiks by the dili- 
gence to Lji'iis, detei mined to ride post, in order 
to enjoy a lietter view' of tin* country, and for the 
coiivcmcncy of stojiping at those [ilaccs whcie 
there was any thing reniarkahle to be semi or in- 
(juired into, Wlnle he was ('inploved in taking 
leave of liis I’ansian friends, who furnished him 
with almmlant recommendation, a gentleman of his 
own count rv, who spoke lit lie or no l<'reneli, hear- 
ing of Ills intent ion, begged tlie favour of aecoiu- 
panving him in liis ••xpeditlon. 

With this new eompanion, therefore. In* set out 
for Lyons, where hevas jierfeetly w ell received by 
the intendant and some of the best families of the 
])lace, in ei)nse«[nenee of his letti*rs of recommenda- 
lion ; and, after a short stay in that cit\, proceeded 
down the Rhone to Avignon, in viliat is called fli<‘ 
vocJie (J'cau ; then visiting tlu* jiriiieijial towns of 
Danphine, Jiaiigiiedoc, and I’roveiiee, he returned 
to the delightful city of Marseilles, wlu'rc he and 
his fellow-tra\cller were .so mueli captivated by 
the serenity of the air, the good-natuu* and hospi- 
tality of the sprightly inhalulants, that they never 
dreamed of ehanguig their quarters during the 
whole winter and part ol tlie spring, llmv he ac- 
quired the aeijuaiiilance of the IManjuis d’Argeiis, 
attorney-gi'iieral in the parliament of Aix, and of 
his eldest son, who now makes so great a figure in 
the literary world; and when the affair of Father 
Girard and Mademoiselle Cadiere began to make a 
noise, he accompanied these two gentlemen to 
'I’oulon, wdu're the marquis was ordered to take a 
pi «*eogriitioii ot‘ the facts. 

tin liis return to Marseilles, he found, a certain 
pohle lord of great fortune under the direction of a 
Sw'iss governor, who had accommodated him with 
two of his own relations, of tb« same country, by 
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way of companions, together with five servants in 
his train. 'J’hey being absolute strangers in the 

place, M introduced them to the intendant, 

and several other good families ; and had the good 
fortune to be so agreeable to his lordship, that he 
proposed and even pressed him to live with him in 
England as a friend and companion, and to take 
upon him the siiperintendonce of his affairs, in 
which case he would settle upon him four hundred 
a-year for life. 

This projiosal was too advantageous to he slighted 
by a ])ersoR of no fortune, or fixed estahlisliinent. 
lie therefore made no difiienlty of closing with it ; 
hut as his lordslnp’s departure was fixed to a short 
day, and he urged him to accompany liim to Paris, 

and from thence to England, thought it 

would he improper and indecent to interfere with 
the office of his governor, who might take umbrage 
at his favour, and therefore excused himself from a 
compliance with his lordship’s request, until his 
minority should he expired, as he was w’ithiri a few 
nioiiths of being of age. llowev er, he rejieated his 
importunities so earnestly, and the governor joined 
ill tlie reijuest w'ltli such appearance of cordiality, 
that he was prevaih'd upon to comply with their 
joint ilesire ; and in a lew^ days set out w'itli them 
for Paris, by the way of Lyons. Rut, belbre they 

had been tliree days in the city, M jiereeived 

a total change m the bi'liaviour of the tSv\iss and 
his two i‘(‘lalioii.s, wlio, in all probability', became 
jealous of Ins iidliienee with Ins lord.sliip ; and he 
no sooner made tins diseoNcry, than he resolved to 
withdraw himself from sneb a disagreeable jiartici- 
pation of that young nobleman’s ta\ our. lie there- 
fore, in spite of all his lordsbijAs entreaties and 
remonstrances, ipiitted him for the present, alleging, 
as a jiretexl, tli.it be had a longing desin' to see 
Switzerland and the banks of tlie Rhine, and pro- 
mising to meet him again in England. 

This Ins intention being made known to the 
governor and his friends, their eomilenanei‘S im- 
mediately cleared n[), their eourlesy and eoin- 
])laisuiiee returned, and they e\en furnished him 
with letter.s for Geneva, Lausanne, Bern, and 
Soleure; in eonsequenee of wdiieli he met with 
unusual civilities at lliese jilaees. Ilavii'g made 
this tour with his Scotch friend, who came uj» to 
him before lie left Lyons, and visited tlie most con- 
siderable tow'iis oil both sides of tlie Rbini*, and the 
courts of the Electors Palatine, Meiitz, and ( ologiie, 
he arrived in Holland; and from thence, through 
the Netlierlauds, repaired to JiOudon, where lie 
found my' lord just n turneil from Paris. 

His lordship reeel\ed him with exjuvs.sions of 
uneommon joy, would not .suffer lii n to slir frruii 
him for several days, and introduced him to his 
relations. 

M accompanied liis lordship from London 

to his country seat, where he was indeed treated 
w ith great friend.ship and confidimce, and consulted 
in every thing ; hut the noble peer never once 
made mention of the annuity whieli he had pro- 
mised to settle ujioii him, nor did remind 

him of it, heeaii.se he eonceKed it was his affair to 

fulfil his engagements of his own accord. M 

being tired of the manner of living at this place, 
made an excursion to Rath, where he staid about a 
fortnight, to partoke of the diversions, and, upon 
his return, found his lordship making dispositions 
for another journey to Paris. 

Surprised at tins sudden resolution, he endea* 
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voured to dissuade him from it ; but his remon- 
strances were rendered ineftectual by the insinuations 
of a forei^er who had come over with him, and 
filled his imagination with extravagant notions of 
pleasure, infinitely superior to any which he could 
enjoy while he was in the trammels and under the 
restraints of a governor. He therefore turned a 

deaf ear to all ]M ’s arguments, and entreated 

him to accompany him in the journey; but this 
gentleman, foreseeing that a young man, like my 
lord, of strong passions, and easy to be misled, 
would, in all probability, squander away great sums 
of money, in a way that would neitln'r do credit to 
himself, or to those who were concerned with him, 
resisted all his solicitations, on pretence of having 
business of consequence at London ; and after- 
wards had reason to be extremely well pleased with 
his own conduct in this particular. 

Jlcfore he set out on this expedition, M , in 

justice to himself, reminded him of the proi)Osal 
which he had made to hirti at Marseilles, desiring 
to know if he had alteri'd his design in that par- 
ticular ; in which case he would turn his thoughts 
some other way, as he would no( in the least he 
thought to intrude or jiin himselt' upon any man. 
My lord jirotested in the most solemn manner, that 
he still continued in his former resolution, and 
again beseeching him to hear him company into 
France, promised that every thing should he settled 
to his satisfaction upon their return to England. 

M , however, still persisted in liis refusal, for 

the above-mentioned reasons, and thougli lie never 
heard more of the annuity, he nevertheless con- 
tinued to serv(‘ his lordship \Aith his advice and 
good offices ever after; particularly in directing 
his choice to an alliance nith a lady of eminent 
virtue, the daughter iif a noble lord, more con- 
spicuous for his shilling ]>arls than the sjilendour 
of his titles (a eircumstanei* upon which he always 
reflected wdth ])artienlar satisraetion, as well on ac- 
count of the extraordinary merit of the lady, as 
because it vested in her children a considerahli* 
part of that great estate, which of right belonged 
to her grandmother), and afterwards ])ut him in a 
w’ay to retrieve his estate from a heavy load of 
debt he had contracted. AVhen my lor<l set out on 
his Faris expedition, the money IM had re- 

ceived from his generous friend at l*aris was almost 
reduced to the last guinea, lie had not ji t r«‘apod 
tlie least benefit from liis engagements with his 
lordship ; and, disdaining to ask for a siijiply from 
him, he knew not how to subsist, with any degree 
of credit, till his return. 

This uncomfortable prosju'ct w as the more dis- 
agreeable to him, as, at that time of life, he was 
much inclined to appear in the gay world, had con- 
tracted a taste for plays, operas, and other public 
diversions, and aeipiired an acquaintance with 
many people of good fashion, which could not he 
maintained without a considerable expense. In 
this emergency, he thought he could not employ 
his idle time more prolitahl} than in translating, from 
foreign languages, such hooks as wci\ then chiefly 
in vogue; and upon application to a friend, who 
was a man of letters, he was furnished with as 
much business of that kind as he could possibly 
manage, and wrote some panqihiets on the n‘ign- 
ing controversies of that time, that had the good 
fortune to please. He was also concerned in a 
monthly journal of literature, and the work w'as 
carried on by the two friends jointly, though M 


did not at all appear in the partncrshiji. By these 
means he not only spent his mornings in useful 
exercise, but supplied himself with money for what 
the French call the menus phvsirs^ during the 
whole summer. He frequented all the assemblies 
in and about J.oiidon, and considerably enlarged 
his acquaintance among the fair sex. 

lie had, ii[)oti his first arrival in England, be- 
come acquainted with a lady at an assembly not 
far from London ; and though, at that time, he had 
no thoughts of extending his views farther than 
the usual gallantry of the place, he met with such 
distingiiisliing marks of lier regard in the sequel, 
and was so particularly encouraged by the advice 
of another lady, with whom he had been intimate 
in France, and who was now^ of their parlies, that 
he could not help eiit(*rtaiiiing hojies of making an 
impression upon the heart of his agreeable partner, 
who w^as a young lady of an ample fortune and 
great expectations. He therefore ciiltivaled her 
good graces witli all the assiduit} and address of 
which he was mastt*r, and succeeded so well in his 
endeaAmnrs, that, after a due course of attendance, 
and the death of an aunt, by which she received an 
accession of fortune to the amount of three and 
twimty thousand pounds, he ventured to declare Ins 
passion, and she not onl} heard him with jiatience 
and approhiition, hut also rcjilied in tcims adequate 
to his wannest wdsh. 

Finding himself so favoiirahly reei'ived, he 
pressed lier to secure hi'* hapiiiness by marriage ; 
but to this jiroposal slu' oljecled the reeeuey of her 
kinswuimnrs death, which would have rendered 
such a ste}> highly indecent, and the displeasure of 
her other ri'lations, from whom slu' had still greater 
expectations, and wh(», at that lime, imjiortuiied her 
to niarry a eousin of her own, whom she could not 

like. However, that JM might liave no cause 

to repine at lii'i* dcl:i\, she frcelv entered wdth him 
into an intimacy of eorresjiondcnee ; during which 
nothing could have' added to thi'ir mutual felicity, 
w’hiehwasthe more jioignant and refined, from the 
nivstiTious and romantic manni'i* of their enjoying 
it ; for though he jmhlicly v Isited her as an ae- 
quaintance, his behaviour on these occasions was 
alw'avs so distant, respectful, and n served, that the 
rest of the company could not jaissibly suspect the 
nature of their ree]])roeal altaehineiit; in eonse- 
quenee of which they used to have priv ate iiiter- 
vu'W’s, uiiKnow 11 to e\'ery sold upon earth, exeejit her 
maid, who was necessarily entrusted witii the secret. 

In this manner they enjoyed the convi'rsation of 
each other for above twelve months, without the 
least interruption; and t lougli the stability o. Mr. 
M 's fortune depended entirely upon tlu'ir mar- 

riage, yet as he perceived his mistress so averse to 
it, he never urged it with vehemence', nor was at 
all anxious on that score, being easily indiu ed to 
defer a ceremony, wdiich, as he then tlumght, could 
in no shape have added to their satisfaction, though 
he hath since altered his sentiments. 

Be that as it will, liis indulgent mistress, in order 
to set his mind at ease in that particular, and in 
full confidence of his honour, insisted on his accept- 
ing a deed of gift of her whole fortune, in con- 
sideration of her intended marriagL ; and. after 
some dilheulty, lie w’as prev^ailed upon to receive 
thisproof of lier esteem, well knowing that it would 
still he in his power to return the obligation. 
Though she often t'litreated liim to take upon him- 
self the entire administration of lu'r finances, and 
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upon divers oeeasions pressed him to accept of 
large sums, he never onc(i abused her generous 
disposition, or solicited her for money, exeei)t for 
some humane purpose, which she was always more 
ready to fulfil than he to j)ropose. 

In the course of this eorrcsi)ondence, he became 
acquainted with some of her female relations, and, 
among the rest, witli a }oung lady, so eminently 
adorned with all (he qualifications of mind and 
person, that, notwithstanding all his pliilosojdiy and 
caution, he could not behold and converse with 
her, without being deej)l\ sinitteii with her charms. 
He did all in his jjovver to disctnirage this dangerous 
invasion in the heginning, and to eonceal the least 
symptom of it from Ikt relation ; he summoned all 
his reflection to his aid, and, thinking it would lie 
base and dishonest to cherish any sentiment repug- 
nant to the affection whi(‘h he owed to a mistress 
who had placed such unlimited confidence in him, 
he attempted to stifle the infant flame, by avoiding 
tlie amiable inspircr of it. Jhit the passion had 
taken too deep a root in his h(*art to be so easily ex- 
tirpated — his alisencc from the dear object increased 
the impatience ol his love — the inh stnie conflict 
lietween that and gratitude dtquMved him of his rest 
and appetite- -he was, in a short time, emaciatcHl by 
eoiitinual w'atchiiig, anxiety, and want of nourish- 
ment, and so mneh altered from his usual eheerful- 
iiess, that his mistress, being surprised and alarmed 
at the ehauge, w'hieh, fiom the s} niptoms, she 
judged was owing to some uneasiness of mind, took 
ail imaginable pains to discover the cause. 

Jn all probaiiilily it did not escape lier penetra- 
tion; for she more than once asked if he was in 
love with her cousin ; jirotesling, th.it, far from 
being an ohstacU* to his happiness, she would, in 
that case, he an advocati* for Ins ]>assion. 1 low ever, 
this declaration was never made without manifest 
signs of anxiety and uneasiness, which made sueh 

an impression upon the lie.irt of M , that ho 

resolved to sacrifice his haiqiincss, and even Ins 
life, rather than lake any step whicli might he eoii- 
strned into an injury or insult to a person who had 
treated him with such generosity and goodness. 

In eonseqnenee ol' this resolution, he formed 
another, which was to go abroad, under pretiuice 
of recovering his health, lint in reality to avoid the 
temptation, as well as the suspicion of being incon- 
stant ; and in this design he was conlirmed by his 
])hysician, who actually thought him in the iirsl 
stage of a coiisuinption, ami therefore advised him 
to repair to the south of France. He communicated 
his design, with the doctor’s opinion, to the lady, 
wdio agreed to it with nuicli less difli<'ulty than he 
found in conquering Ins own reluctance at parting 
with the dear object of his love. The consent of 
his generous mistress being obtained, he waited 
upon her w^ith the iiistruimuit whereby she had 
made the con\e}aiice of her fortiim* to Iiim ; and 
all his remonstrances being iiisullieient to persuade 
lier to take it back, he cancelled it in her jircscnce, 
and placed it in that state upon her toilet, while she 
was dressing ; whereupon she shed a torrent of 
tears, sajing, she now jilahily perceived that lu* 
w'anted to tear himself fioin her, and that his affec- 
tions were sell led upon another. He w as sensibly 
affected by this proof of her eoncern, and endea- 
voured to calm the perturbation of licr mind, by 
vowing eternal fidelity, ami pressing her to accept 
of liis hand in due form before his departure. Hy 
these means her transports were quieted for the 


present, and the marriage deferred for the same 
prudential rea'^oTls whicli had hitherto prevented it. 

Matters being thus compromised, and the day 
fixed for his departure, she, together with her faith- 
ful maid, one morning visited him for the first time 
at his own lodgings ; and, after breakfast, desiring 
to speak wilh linn in private, he conducted her into 
iTiotlier room, where assuming an unusual gravity 

af aspect, *‘My dear ]\I said sh(‘, “you are 

now going to leave iiic, and (lod alone knows if 
ever we shall iiuh'I again ; theivlore, if you really 
love me wdtli that tenderness which you profess, 
you will acei'pt of this mark of my friendsliip and 
unalterable affection ; it w dl at least he a jirovision 
for your journey, and if any accident should befal 
me, before 1 have the happiness of receiving you 
again into my arms, I shall have the satisfaction 
)f knowing that yon are not altogether without 
resource.” So saying, she put an embroidered 
])oekt‘t-hook into his hand. lie expressed the high 
sense he had of her generosity and aflcction in (lie 
most jiathelic terms, and begged leave to suspend 
liis acceptance, until he should know' the contents 
of her jiresenl, which was so extraordinary, that he 
ahsohitel} udiised to receive it. He w’as, liow'cver, 
by her re]>'*ated entreaties, in a manner coiiipelled 

receive alumt one-half, and she afterwards in- 
sisted upon Ins taking a riuni’oreement of a con- 
siderable sum for the expense of his journey. 

Having staid with her ten days beyond tin* time 
he had fixed for his departure, and settled the 
method of their ( orrej^jumdence, he took his leaye, 
with an h<*art full of soirow. anxiety, and distrac- 
tion, j)roduc(‘d from the diflereiit suggestions of his 
duty and love. He then set out for France, and, 
afier a short stay at Fans, ])roeeeded to ^ix in 
Froveiiee, and from theiiec' to Marseilles, at which 
two ])laccs be continued f'or some inonths. Ihit 
lothing he met wilh Ix'ing able to dissipate tliose 
melancholy ideas which still juc}ed upon Ins 
imagination, and affci led his spirits, he endea- 
voured to elude thimi with a siieee'-sion of new 
objects; and, vvilh that view, jaTsiuich'd a eouii- 
sellor of tJie j)ailiainent of Ai\, a man of great 
worth, h‘:irniiig, and jjood liuinour, to aeeompaii} 
him in making a tour of tlu'se paits of Frauee 
which he had imt yet scon. On their return from 
thib exclusion, they found at Aix an Jtalian Ahbc, 
a jierson ol character, and great knowledge of men 
and hooks, y\ ho, hay'ing travelled all over Oerinany 
and h’rance, was so far on his return to his owni 
country. 

iM having, by means of his friend the coun- 

S(‘llor, contracted an aequaintaiiceyvith this gentle- 
man, and being desirous of seeing some parts of 
Italy, ])articularly the carnival at Venice, they set 
out together from ]\Iarseilles in a tartan for Genoa, 
coasting it all the way, and lying on shore every 
night. Having shown him what was most remark- 
able in tins city, his friend the Alihe was so obliging 
as to conduct him through 'I’usi’any, and the most 
remarkable cities in J.,ombardy, to Venice, where 
— insisted upon defraying the expense of the 
yviiole tour, in consideration of the Ahhe’s com- 
plaisance, which had been of infinite service to him 
ill the course of this expedition. Having remained 
five weeks at Venice, he yvas preparing to set out 
for Home, with some Fnglish gentlemen wliom he 
had met by accident, when lie w as all of a sudden 
obliged to change his resolution by some disagri*e- 
ablc letters which he received from London. He 
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had, from bis first dtpartiire, corresponded with his 
l^enerouK thoufrh iiiconstaut mistress, witli a reli- 
gious exactness and punctuality ; nor was sl»e, tor 
some time, less observant of the agreement they 
had made. Nevertheless slie, by degrees, became 
so negligent and cold in lier ex])ressH>n, and so 
slack in her correspondence, tliat he could not 
help observing and upl)raiding her with such in- 
dilierenee; and her endeavours to palliate it were 
supported liy pretexts so frivolous, as to b(‘ easily 
seen through by a lov(*r of very little discernment. 

VVnile lu'toi'tured himself willi eonjeetures about 
the cause of this unexpeett'd change, he rc'ceived 
such iiitelligmiee from hiiigland, as, w hen joined 
with what lu* hims«*ir hiul peiei'ned by her manner 
of w riting, left him little or no room toilonbt of her 
fickleness and iiu'onstaney. Nevertheless, as lu* 
knew by experience that informations of that kind 
are not to lx* entirely relii d u[)oii, he resolved to he 
more <*ertairil\ a]ipri/"d ; and, for that end, departed 
immediately for lamdoii, by the way of 'I'yroi, Ba- 
varia, Alsace, and Paris. 

On his arrival in England, he beamed, with in- 
finiti' euneern, that his intelligence liad not been at 
all exaggerated ; and his sorrinv w'us inexpressible 
to find a person endowed with so many other noble 
and amiable qualities, si'diiei'd into an indiscretion, 
that of necessity ruined the whole ]ilaii which had 
bemi conceited between them for tlu’ir mutual hap- 
jiiiiess. Mie made several atl<‘ni|)ts, hy letters and 
interviews, to palliate her conduct, and soften him 
into a reeoneiliution ; hut liis honour being eon- 
cenied, he remained deaf to all her entreaties and 
])ro]V(>Bals. Nt'vertheless, 1 have often heard him 
say, that he could not helploxuig her, and re\ering 
the memory of a person to wIk^sc generosity and 
goodness he owed his fortune, and one w hose foil)h‘s 
were overbalanced by a tliousaiid good (pialities. 
He often insisted on making lestitnlion; but far 
from eom]dying \^i^b that proposal, she afterwards 
olteii endeavoured to la} him imd( r \el gieatei 
obligations of the same kind, and impoituiUMl him 
w'ith the warnu'st solieitations to ren<*w their ioriiit r 
correspondenee, whieli he as olten declined. 

M took this iiistaiue of the ineonslancy of 

the sex so hukIi to Inail, tlnit he had almost re- 
.solved for the Intnre to keep clear of all eiieaee- 
iiients for Hie, and returned to I’ans, in oidei to 
dissipate his anxiety, wliere he liir<*d an ap.irInuMil 
in one of the aeadeniu's, in tlie e\ereis<-s w hereol 
he took singular delight. Hunng his u'sidenee at 
this jilaci', he had tlie c' od loitiine to ingrati.dv- 
himself with a gri’at gi iici.d. .i deseendant ol oiu* 
of the inostaiienMit and il Inst nous f.miilies m France ; 
having attracted his iiotii-e hy some remai ks he had 
written on Folard’s Poly Inns, which were acci- 
dentally showm to that great man by' one of his 

aids-de-camp, w ho was a particular friend of iH . 

The favour lie had thus acquired, was strenglheiied 
by his assiduities and attention. Ujion his return 
to London, he sent some of iiandel’s newest com- 
positions to the prince, who was ])articnlarly fond 
of that gentleman’s productions, together with 
Clark’s edition of (’msar; and, in the spring of the 
same year, before the French army took the field, 
he was honoured with a most obliging letter from 
the prince, inviting him to come over, if he wanted 
to see the operations of the caiiqiaign, and desiring 
lie would give himself no trouble about bis equipage. 

M having still some nmiaiiis of n military' 

xli^iposilion, and conceiving tins be a more fa- 


vourable opportunity than any he should ever meet 
w ith again, readily embraced the offer, and sacri- 
ficed the soft delights of love, w'hich at that time he 
enjoyed without coiitroul, to an eagiT, laborious, and 
daiigmous curiosity. In that and (he following 
eanqiaign, during which he was iin sent at the siege 
of Philipslmrgh, and several other actions, he en- 
laiged his ai'quaintanee among the French oflieers, 
especially those of the gravi*r sort, who had a taste 
for hooks and literaturi* ; and tlie friendship and 
inten'st of those gentlemen were afterwards of sin- 
gular sei vice to him, though in an afiair altogether 
toreigii from their ])rofessioTi. 

He had all along made diligent inquiry into the 
trade and iiianiifactiires of the eoiaitrics through 
which he had occasion to travel, more particularly 
tliose of Hollaml, lOiigland, and France; and, as he 
was well acquainted wdtli tlie rcMumc and farms of 
this last kingdom, he saw' with concern the great 
disadvantages mider w hich oiir tobacco trade, the 
most considerable branch of oiir commerce with 
that ])eople, was earned on; what ineon.sidi'rablc 
returns wc'ri* made to the jilanters out of the low 
price given hy the French conqiany ; and how 
iimeh it was in tlu* power of that conqiany to re- 
duce it still lower. M — had formed a schenii* 
to remedy this e\il, so far as it related to the na- 
tional loss or gain, by not pi*rnnttnig tlu* diitA of 
one penny in the pound, old subsidy, to he diawn 
back oil tobacco r(‘-ex|>orl(‘(l. He demonsirated to 
tlie ministry of that tiim', that so inconsiderable a 
duty could not in tbe least diminisli the demand 
from abroad, wbieb was tbe only eireumstance to 
be apprebi'iided, and tbat tlie yeaily ju'oduee of 
that levemie w'ould amount to one hundred and 
Iw'eiity thousand pounds, w ithout one shilling addi- 
tional expensi* to the pulilie ; hut IIk* ministry 
li.iving (lie ( xeise-s( hi me then in eontenqilal ion, 
could think of no other till that should bi* tried ; 
and that jnojeet having misearrioil, he renewed Ins 
application, when they approved of liis scl'crne iii 
e\ery jiartieidar, hut discovered a siirpnsii’g h.iek- 
Aiardness to e.irry it into (‘xceut ion. 

His expe<‘latioiis in this quaiti'r lieing disaj)- 
])oiiile<l, he, hy the interposition of his liiends, ]Me- 
seuted a jilau to the French company, in which he 
set forth the ad\ milages tluit would aceiiieto them- 
sehes from fixing the jn-iee, and seeming tliat soi t 
ol’ tobacco winch best suited llie taste ol’ the ])ukii<* 
and tbeir mamifaeture ; anil finally projiosed to 
furnish tliem with any quantity, at tbe juice winch 
they jiaid in the port of Eoiidoii. 

After some dispute, they agreed to his jiroposal, 
and contracted w itli him for lilteeii thousand hogs- 
heads a-yeai, for wbieb they obliged tlienisehes to 
|)ay ready money, on its arrival in any one or more 
eoiiveiiient jmits in the south or Avestern coasts of 
Ureat llritain t'lat be should please to fix iijtoii for 
(hat piirjiose JVI no sooner obtained tins con- 

tract, than he immediately set out lor America, in 
order to jmt it in execution ; and, by way of eom- 
jKinion, carried with him a little French Abbe, a 
man of inimour, wit, and learning, with whom fie 
had be<*n long acquainted, and lor whom he had 
done many good ofhees. 

On his arrival in Virginia, which opjiortunely 
happened at a time whin all the genth'inen w'erc 
assembled in the capital of that province, he pub- 
lished a memorial, reoresenting the disadvantages 
under which their trade was curried on, the true 
method of redressing their own grievances in that 



PEUEGHIXE TICKLE. 


40 .') 


respect, and prof/osiiig- to contraci with them for 
tlie yearly quantity of fil’teen thousand ho'^sheads 
of such tobacco as was fit for the French market, 
at the price which he dcTnonstnited to he consi- 
derahly greater than that whicli they liad lormerly 
received. 

'Phis reinonsirancc met with all the success and 
encouragement he could ex|)('ct. The principal 
planters, seeing tlieir own interest concerned, readily 
assent(‘d to the pro]>osaI, Mhich, tliroiigh their in- 
fluence, was also relished hy the rest ; and the only 
dirtieulfy that remained, relateil to the .s(*enrjly for 
jiayment of the hills on the arrival of the tobacco 
in Fngland, and to the time stipulated for the con- 
tinuance of the contract. 

In order to remove thes<* olijections, l\Ir. ]\I 

retunii'd to Furope, and found tlie Ercncli com- 
pany of fanners disjiosed to agree to every thing 
lie (lesired fir facililatiiig the execution of the con- 
tract, and perfect 1\ well jileased with the sample 
which he had alrea(h sent ; but his good friend the 
Abbe, whom he had lift behind lum in America, 
hy an unparalleled jneee of treaeliery, found means 
to overturn the whole project. Me s(*crctiy Avrote 
a memorial to the coiu| any, importing, that lie 

found, by experience, M could all'ord to furnish 

them at a niiicli lower price than that mIucIi they 
liad agreed to give; and that, hy being in ])oss»‘s- 
sion of the eontraet f ir five years, as ^^as intended 
according to the proposal, he vouhl have the com- 
pany so iniieli ill his powe-r, that they must afl<‘r- 
wards submit to any prie(‘ h<* should please t(* 
inifiose; and that, if tliey thought liim Aiorthy of 
such a trust, he would undertake to furmsli them at 
an easier rate, in conjunction with some of the lead- 
ing men in ^'irginl,l and iMar}land, Avitli wlioiii, he 
said, he lia<i alreadv eoiieerted measures for that 
purjiose. 

'flu* eomjiaiiy were so much alarmed at these iii- 
sinuati()n.>, that they declined complying with Mr. 

M ’s demands until the Abbe's return; and 

tliough they afterwards used all their endeavours to 
persuade him to he concenu'd with that little trai- 
tor 111 his undertaking, by Avliieh he might still liavc 
lieen a very eonsiderahle gainer, he resisted all their 
solicitations, and ]>l;nnl} told them, in the Aids 's 
presence, that he would never jirostitute Ins own 
principles so far, as to ciiliT into engagements of 
any kind with a person of his character, much less 
iu a scheme that had a manliest tendency to lower 
the market price of Tobacco in England. 

7'hus ended a project the most extensive, simfilc, 
and easy, and, as appeared hy the trial made, the 
best calculated to raise an immense fortune of any 
that was ever undertaken or planned hy a pvivati* 
person ; a projeid, in the execution of which, RI 
had tlicgood of the juihlic, and tin* glory of putting 
in a floiirishing condition the valuable branch of 
our trade which gives employ ment to two great 
provinces and above tA>o hundred sail of ships, 
much more at heart than his own private intere.st. 
It was reasonable to expect, that a man whose debts 

M had paid more than once, whom lie had 

obliged in many otluu’ respects, and whom he had 
carried a\ ith him at a very coiisi(l(‘ral>le expense, 
on this expedition, merely with a view of bettering 
his fortune, w ould have acted with common lioncsty, 
if not with gratitude ; hut such was the depravity 
of this little monster’s heart, that, on his deathbed, 
he left a considerable fortune to mere stningcrif, 
with whom be had little or no connexion, without 


the least thought of refunding the money advanced 

for him hy M , in order to prevent liis rotting 

in a jail. 

When M had once obtained a command of 

money, he, by his knowledge in several branches 
of trade, as w'cll as hy the assistance of some in- 
telligent friends at I’aris and lAindon, found means 
to employ it to very good jmrpose ; and had he 
been a man of that sidfish disjiosition, which too 
much prevails in the w'orld, he might have been 
at this day master of a ver\ ample fortune ; but 
his ear was never deaf to the voice of distress, 
nor his heneticeiit heart shut against the calamities 
of his fellow-creatures. Tie was even ingenious in 
contriving the most delicate methods of relieving 
modest indigence, and, hy his industrious bene- 
volence, often anticijiated the requests of misery. 

1 could relate a mimher of c‘xamples to illustrate 
my assertions, in some of w'liich }ou w^ould perceive 
tlic most disinterestixl generosily ; but siieli a detail 
would tresspass too uiiieh upon your time, and I do 
not jnvtend to dwell upon every minute cireum- 
staiice of his eondiiet. Let it suffice to say, that, 
upon the declaration of wxir in Spain, lie gave np 
all his eonimercial schemes, and called in his 
money from all (juarters, w ith a view of sitting 
down, for the rest of his life, eonhuited Avith what 
lie had got, and restraining Ins liberalities to what 
he could spare* frenii his > early income. 'I’liis was 
a ver^ prudential re'seilution, could he have kept it ; 
but, upeui the* breaking out eif the Avar, he coulel not 
witlieiut concern see* many geTitle*men of merit, who 
liad been reeemimcndeel tei liini, disajipeiinte'd of 
eennmissions, me*rely feir want e>f money to satisfy 
the expee*tatie>n.s of the e*e)nimissie>n-hroke*rs of tliat 
time ; and tliere'lore laimched out eonsiderahle sums 
for tliem on their hare* notes, great part whereof 
A\as leist hy the* ele*ath of some in the iinfeirtmiulo 
expeditieni tei the West Indies. 

lie* at length, after many either actions of the 
like nature*, from nu)tive*s eif jnirc Inimanity, love 
e)f justu*e\ and abheirrcnce of ()j)])re*ssion, emhark(*d 
in a cause*, every way the nuASt imjieirtant that 
CAcr e*anic unde r ihe* di‘'CUssion eif the courts eif law 
ill these kingdoms; whether it he cemsideivd in 
rclatieni to the cxtraeirelinary nature of the case*, or 
the* inniiciisc preA])crty eif no less than lifty thousand 
peunids a year, unel three peerages that de‘pe‘nded 
iipeAn it. 

in the year 1740, the brave admiral avIu) at that 
lime comniande'el his majesty’s tieet in the We-st 
Judies, among the other transactions of his sepia- 
elrem transniittcel to the duke of A’cw castle, men- 
tioned a young man, avIio, though in the* capacity 
eif a common saileir on board one of llic ships under 
his cemmiaiid, laid claim to the estate* and titles of 

the* e*arl of iV . 7'hcse pretensions w^ere no 

soemer eenimiimicnted in the public jiajicrs, than 
llie*y he'camc tlie suhje*ct of conversation in all 
companie*s ; anel the pe*rson wheim they chiefly 
iift'ecte‘d, being alanni'd at tlic ajijicaraiice ot' a 
competitor, though at such a distance, began to put 
himse*lf in meition, and take all the precautions 
Avliich he* thought necessary tei ele*feat tlie ciide*avour 
e>f the* young upstart. Inde>e‘d the early intelligence 
he iTccivcd eif Rlr. A— y's making himself known 
III the Wexst Jnelies, furnished him with numberless 
advantages over that unhappy young gentleman ; 
fe>r, lie'iiig in peissession of a splendid fortune, and 
bird of many manors in the neighbourhood of tlie 
very place w here tlie claimant was liorn, he knew 
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all the witnesses who could give the most material 
evidence of his legitimacy ; and, if his ])robity did 
not restrain him, had, hy his power and infltwnee, 
sufficient opportunity and means of applying to 
the passions and interests of the witnesses, to silence 
many, and gain over others to his side ; wdiile liis 
competitor, hy an absence of fifteen or sixteen 
years from his native country, the w ant of education 
and friends, together with his present heljiless 
situation, was rendered absolutely incapable of 
taking any step for his own advantage. And 
although his worthy uncle’s consjiicuoiis virtue, 
and religious regard for justice and truth, might 
possibly be an unconqueralilc restraint to his taking 
any undue advantages, yet the consciences of that 
huge army of emissaritvs he kept in pay were not 
altogether so very tender and scrupulous This 
much, however, may be said, witliout delegation 
from, or inipeachinent of, the noble eari's nice 
virtue and honour, that he took e.ire to compromise 
all dilTerenees with the otlier branches of the family, 
wdiose interests were, in tliis affair, connected with 
his own, by sharing the estate with them, and also 
ri'tained most of the eminent eouuM>l w Itluii the bar 
of both kingdoms against this formiikihle bastard, 
before any suit was instituted b\ liim. 

While he wa^ thus eiilreiiehini', liiue elf. gainst the 
attack of a jioor forlorn youth, at the (list, nice of 
fifteen liuudred leagues, eoiilmualh exposed to the 
dangers of the sea, the war, .nid aii nnbealtby 
climate, Mr. IM , in th(‘ eoiniuon course of con- 

versation, ehaiieed to ask some (piestions re^Iiuing 

to this roTnantle jiretender, of one il ,who was 

at that time tlie present Lord A - a’s eliief agent. 
This man, wdieii pressed, could not help owning 
tliat the late Loial A - m actually lelt a son, who 
had been sfurited away into America soon after liis 
father's death, but said he did not know' wliellier 
tins w^as the same jierson. 

This inlbrmatioii could not fail to make an 

imjiression on the bumaiiily of Mr. i\l , w ho, 

being ac(]iiainted w^ilh the genius of the wicked 
party who had po.ssessed themselves ol'this unhappy 
young mail’s estate and honours, expressed no smail 
anxiety and aiipreliension li'st tliey' should take him 
off by some means or other; and, even then, 
seemed disposed to contribute towards the siijiport 
of the friendless oi’])han,:uid to inquire more eii eum- 
staiitially into the nature of liis claim. Jn the 
mean time his occasions called Iniiito France; and, 
during bis abseiiee, Mr. A — y arrived in London in 
the month of October, 1741. 

II ere the clergy man w as interrupted b\ 1 Vregrine, 
who said tliere was something so extraordinary, not 
to call it improbabli*, in the account be bad lu'ard 
of the young gentleman’s being sent into exile, 
that be would look upon himself as infinitely 
obliged to the doctor, if he would favour him wdth 
a true representation of that transaction, as well as 
of the manner in which he arrived and w as known 
at the island of Jamaica. 

I’he parson, in eompliaiiee with our hero’s re- 
quest, taking up the story from the heginning, 
“ Mr. A — y,’’ said he, “ is the son of Arthur late 
lord baron of A — m, hy his wife IVIary JSh — d, 

natural daughter to John duke of 11 and 

N — by', wdiom he publicly married on the 21st 
day of July, contrary to the inclination of 

his mother, and all his other relations, particularly 
of Arthur late earl of A — a, who bore an im- 
placable enmity to the duke lier father, and, for 


that reason, did all that lay in his power to traverse 
themarriage ; hut, finding his endeavours ineffectual, 
he was so much offended, that he would never be 
perfectly reconciled to Lord A— m, though he was 
his presumjitive heir. After tbeir nuptials, they 
cohabited together in England for tlie sjiace of tw o 
or three years, during wbieb she miscarried more 
than once ; and he being a man of xevity, and an 
1 ‘xtravagant disposition, not only scpuindered aw'ay 
all that he had received of his w'ife’s finlune, but 
also contracted many consid(*rahle debts, wbicli 
obliged him to make a precipitate retreat into 
Ireland, leaving his lady behind him in the house 
wdth his mother and sister, who, having also been 
averse to the imiteh, had always lookeil upon her 
with eyes of disgust. 

It was not likidy that liarmony should long 
subsist in this family, especially as Lady A — m 
was a w'oman of a lofty spirit, w ho could not tamely 
bear insults and ill usage from jiersons who, she 
had reason to believe, were her enemies at heart. 
Aeeordingly, a misunderstanding soon happened 
among them, w hieh was fomented by the malice of 
one of her sisters-in-law. Divers scandalous re- 
})orts of her miseoiiduct, to which the empty jire- 
tensioiis of a vain wndehed coxcomb, who was 
made use of as an infainoiis tool for that purpo.si*, 
ga\e a eolourable ]»retext, were tninq.ed up, and 
transmitted, w it li many' false and aggravating cir- 
cum^tauei"-, to her liusband in Ireland ; who, being 
a giddy unthinkiiig man, was so inueli incensed at 
llicM* iiisiimatioiis, that, in llie first Iransjiorts of 
his passion, he sent to liis mot her a power of 
attorney, that she might sue for a divorce in bis 
behalf. A libel was lliermipon exhibited, contain- 
ing many scandalous allegations, void of any real 
foundation in truth ; but being uiisup])orted by any 
manner of proof*, it was at length dismissed wdth 
eo.sts, after it had de]>ende(l upwards of tw'O years. 

Lord A --m finding himself abust^il by the 
misrepres(‘ntations of bis mother and sister, dis- 
covered an incliuation to be reconciled to his lady. 
Ill eotisequenee of which, she was sent over to 
Dublin by her latli(U', to the care of a gentleman in 
that city; in whosv bouse slit' was ree(>ived by lier 
hiisbiiid with all tlu* demoustratious of love and 
esteem. From tluMiee he eoiidiieti'd her to his 
lodgings, and thence to his country house, where 
she had the misfortune to suffer a misearriag(\ 
through fear and resenlmeut of my lord’s belia- 
A'iour, w liieli was often brutal and iTi(leeent. From 
the eouiilry lliey removed to Dublin, about the 
latter end of July, or beginning of August 1714, 
w here they had not long continued, w lieu her lady- 
shi]) was knowoi tob(‘ again with child. 

Lord A — m and liis issue being next in re- 
mainder to the honours and estate of Arthur Karl 

of A , was extremely solicitous to have a son ; 

and, w'arned by the fVeiiuent miscarriages of his 
lady, resolved to curb the natural iinjiatienee and 
rusticity of his disjiosition, that she might not, as 
formerly, suffer by his outrageous conduct. He 
accordingly cherished her with uiieommon tender- 
ness and care ; and her prcgtianey being pretty' far 
advanced, conducted her to his country scat, where 
she was delivered of Mr. A — y, about the latter 
end of April, or beginning of May ; for none of the 
witnesses have been able, at this distance, with 
absolute certainty to fix the precise time of his birth, 
and there was no register kept in the parish. As 
j an additional misfortune, no gentleman of fashion 
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lived in that parish ; nor did those wIjo lived at 
any eonsiderable distance, care to cultivate an 
aci]nai!itance with a man of Lord A — m's strange 
conduct. 

Ke tliat as it will, the occasion was celebrated by 
his lordship's tenants and de])endents upon the spot, 
and in the neighbouring town of New R — ss, by 
bonfires, illuminations, and other rejoicings; which 
have made ‘•'uch an impression upon the minds of 
tlie people, triat in the })Iaee where tli(‘y hapiiened, 
ai]d the contiguous pai‘ish<‘s, several hundred per- 
sons have already declared their knowledge and 
reniemhranre of this event, in si)ite of the great 
power of the claimant’s adversary in tliat quarter, 
and the great ])ainK and indirect methods taken by 
his numl)erless agents and (‘inissarics, as well as by 
those wdio ar(‘ interested with him in the event of 
the suit, to corrupt and snpju’ess the evidence. 

liOrd A — m, at’ter the birth of his son, who 
was sent to mirse in the neighbourhood, according 
to the custom of the count rv, 'Ahere ])eople of the 
highest distinction put their childnui out to nurse 
into farm houses and euhms, lived in harmony with 
his lady for the space of tNAo years, liut having, 
by Ins folly and extravagance, reduced himself to 
great diffienUies, lie (lemande<l the remainder of 

her fortnm* from her father the Ibike of H , 

who absolutely refused to part with a shilling luitil j 
a proper seltlement should lie made on Ids daughter, 
wliieli, by that time, he had put out of his own jiower 
to make, by his folly and e\tra\ agance. 

As lu'r ladyshi]), by her endeavours to reform 
the economy of lier liousi*, had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of some idle profligate fellows, w'ho had 
fastened tliemselves iqion her husband, and lieljied 
to coMsiiine liis substance, they seized this oppor- 
tunit) of the duke's refusal ; and, in order to he 
revi’iiged upon the iiuioeent lad), jiersuaded Lord 
A -ni, tliat the only means of extracting money 
from his grace, would be to turn her awniy, on 
pretenee of inlidelity to his bed, for which they 
hinted there was hut too miieh foundation. At 
tlieir suggestions, a most infamous jilan was pro- 
jeeled ; in the e\(*cidion of wliieh, one P-- — , a 
]) 0 ()r, unbred, simjile country hoohy, whom they 
had decoded into a snan*, loM one of his ears, and 
tlie injured lady retired that same day to New 
R--SS. w’here she eontinued several years. She 
difl not, however, leave the house, without strug- 
gling hard to carry Iier child along with her; hut 
far from enjoying sneh iiidulgem-e, strict orders 
were given, that the hoy shouhi not, for the future, 
be brought within her sight. This base, inhmnan 
treatment, instead of answering the end ])roposed, 
produced such a contrary effect, that the J>uke of 

11 , by a codicil to his will, in v\hieh he reflects 

upon Lord A — m’s evil temper, directed his cxe- 
<mtors to [lay to Iiis daughter an umiuity of one 
hundred pounds, while her lord and she should 
continue to live si'parale; and this allowauee was 
to cease on Lord A — m’s death. 

While she remained in this solitary situation, 
the child was universally known and received as 
the legitimate son and heir of her lord, whose 
affection for the boy was so conspicuous, that, in 
the midst of his ow'ii necessiti(‘s, he never failed to 
maintain him in the dress and equipage of a young 
nobleman. In the course of his infancy, his father 
having often changed his place of residence, tlie 
child was put under the instructions of a great many 
different schoolmasters, so that he was perfectly 


well known in a great many different parts of the 
kingdom ; and his mother seized all opportunities 
(which were but rare, on account of his father’s 
orders to llie contrary) of seeing and giving him 
proofs of her maternal tenderness, untd she set out 
for England, after having been long in a declining 
state of health, by a paraly tical disorder ; upon the 
consequence of which, such dependence was placed 
by her inconsiderate husband, who w^as by this time 
reduced to extriime poverty, that he actually mar- 
ried a woman whom he had long kei)t as a mistress. 
This creaturii no sooner understood that Lady 
A — m was departed from Ireland, than she open’y 
avow'ed her marriage, and went about publicly with 
I.»ord A — m, visiting bis acquaintances in the 
character of his wife. 

From this era may be dated the beginning o* 
Mr. A — y’s misfortune. This artful woman, who 
had formerly treati*d the child with an appearance 
of fondness, in order to ingratiate herself with the 
father, now looking upon herself as sufficiently 
established in the family, thought it was high time 
to alter her Ixfliaviour with regard to the unfortu- 
nate hoy; and accordingly, for obvious reasons, 
employed a thousand artifices to alienate the heart 
of tin* weak fath(*r from his unhappy offspring. 
Yet, notwithstanding all her insinuations, nature 
still maintained her influence in his heart; and 
though she often found means to irritate him by 
artful and malicious accusations, his resentment 
TU'ver extended further than fatherly correction. 
She wouhl have found it im])Ossible to accomplish 
Ids ruin, had not her eflbrls been reinforced by a 
new auxiliary, who was no other than his uncle, 
the present usurper of his title and estate ; yet even 
tliis confederacy was overawed, in some measure, 
by the fear of alarming the unfortunate mother, 
until lier distemper increased to a most deplorable 
d(*grec of the dead palsy, and the death of her 
father had reduced h(*r to a most forlorn and abject 
state of distress. 'J'hen they ventured upon the 
execution of their jirojeets *, and, though th(*ir aims 
were widely different, concurred in tlieir endeavours 
to remove the hapless hoy, as the common obstacle 
to both. 

Lord A — m, who, as 1 have already observed, 
w*as a man of weak intellects, and utterly void of 
any fixed principle of action, being by this time 
reduced to such a pitch of misery, that he was often 
obliged to pawn his wx*aring apparel in order to 
procure the common necessaries of life ; and having 
no otluT fund remaining, wdth which he could 
relieve his ])rcsent necessities, except a sale of the 
reversion of the A — a estate, to w liich the nonage 
of his son was an effectual bar, he was advised by 
his virtuous brother, and the rest of his counsellors, 
to surmount this difficulty, by secreting his son, 
and spreading a report of his death, l^iiis honest 
project he the more readily embraced, because he 
knew that no act of his could frustrate the child’s 
succession. Accordingly, the hoy was removed 
from the school at which he was then boarded, to 
the house of one K — gh, an agent and accom- 
plice of the present Earl of A — a, where he was 
kept for several months closely confined ; and, in 
the mean time, it was industriously reported that 
he was dead. 

This previous measure being taken, Lord A — m 
published advertisements in the gazettes, offering 
reversions of the A — a estate to sale ; and emis- 
saries of various kinds were employed to inveigle 
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such as were igiioraut of the nature of the settle- 
ment of these estates, or strangers to the affairs of 
his family. Some peojile, imposed upon by the 
report of the child’s death, were drawn in to pur- 
chase, thinking themselves safe in the concurrence 
of his lordship’s brother, uj>on presuinj>tion that he 
was next in remainder to the succession ; others, 
tempted by the smallness of the price (which rarely 
exceeded half a year’s purchase, as appears by 
many deeds), though they doubted the truth of the 
boy’s being dead, ran small risks, on the contin- 
gency of his dying before he should be of age, or 
in hopes of his being prevailed ujion'to confirm the 
grants of bis father ; and many more w^ere treating 
with him on the same notions, when their transac- 
tions were suddenly interrupted, and the scheme of 
raising more money, for the present, dtdeated by 
the unexjieeted appearance of the bo^, wlio, being 
naturally sprightly and impatient of restraint, had 
found means to break from his confinement, and 
wandered up and down the streets of J )ublin, avoid- 
ing his father’s house, and choosing to encounter 
all sorts of distress, rather than subject himself 
again to the cruelty and malice of the woimm who 
supjilied his mother’s place, 'riius debarred his 
father’s protection, and destitute of any fixed habi- 
tation, he herded with all the loose, idle, and dis- 
orderly youths in Jhiblin, skulking chiefly about 
the college, several imunbers and students of wliieh, 
taking juty on Ids misfortunes, su[)plied him at dif- 
ferent times with clothes and mone) . lii this un- 
settled and uneoinfortable v. ay of hie did he remain, 
from the year 1725 to tlie latter end of Novemher, 
1727 ; at which time his father died so miserably 
poor, that he was actually huiied at the public 
expense. 

U’liis unfortunate nobleman was no sooner dead, 
tliiin bis brollier Jiichard, now earl of A— a, taking 
advantage of the nonage and hel])less situation of 
his neiihew, seized ujxm all the jiajicrs of the de- 
funct, and afterwards usurped the title of Ia»rd 
A — ni, to the surjirise of the servants, and others 
w'ho were aeriuaiiited with the affairs of the family. 
'I’his usurpation, hold as it wuis, jirodueed no other 
idlect than that of his hemg insulted by the poj»u- 
lace as he went through the streets, and the refusal 
of the king at arms to (mrol the eertifieati* of his 
brother’s having died without issue, 'fhe first of 
these inconveniences he bore without anj sense of 
shame, though not without redlining, conscious that 
it would gradually vani.sh with the novelty of his 
invasion ; and as to the last, he coinjiiered it by 
means well known and obvious. 

Nor w ill it seem strange, that he should thus in- 
vade the rights of an orjiliaii with impunity, if 
peojile will consider, tliat tlie late Lord A — m had 
not onl\ sepumdered away his fortune with the most 
ridiculous extravagance, but also associated himself 
with low company, so that he was little known, and 
h*ss regarded, by persons of any rank ami figure in 
life ; and his child, of consequence, debarred of the 
advantages w hich might have accrued from valu- 
able connexions. Ajid though it was universally 
knowm, that l^ady A — m had a son in Ireland, such 
was the obscurity in which the father had lived, 
during the last years of his life, that few of the 
nobility could be supposed to be acquainted with 
the particular circumstances of a transaction in 
w hich they had no concern, and w hich had hap- 
pened at the distance of twelve years before the 
date of this usurpation. Mon*<)\er, as their first 


information was no other than common fame, tlio 
public clamour occasioned by the scjiaration, might 
inspire such as were strangers to the family affairs 
with a mistaken notion of the child’s having been 
horn about or after the lime of that event. I’he hurry 
and hustle occasioned by the arrival of the lord 
lieutenant about this pmiod, the reports indus- 
triously propagated of the claimant’s death, the 
obscurity and concealment in which the hoy was 
obliged to live, in order to elude the wdeked attempts 
of his uncle, might also contribute to his peaceable 
enjo5’ment of an enijity title. And lastly. Lord 
(’haiicellor W — m, whose immediate province it 
was to issue writs for parliament, was an utter 
stranger in Ireland, imacijuainted with the deseenls 
of families, and consequently did not examine far- 
ther than the certificate enrolled in tin* hooks of 
the king at arms. ( )ver and above these eircuin- 
stanees, which naturally account for the success of 
the imposture, it may be observed, that the hajiless 
jouth hail not one relation alive, on the side of his 
fath<‘r, whose interest it was not to forward or con- 
nive at his destruction ; that his grandfather, the 
duke ol J1 — -, was dead ; and that liis mother was 
then in England, in a forlorn, destitute, djing con- 
dition, secreted from the world, and i‘ven from her 

own relations, by lii‘r woman IMaryJI , who 

had a iiarticular interest to secrete her, and alto- 
gether liependent upon a miserable and precarious 
allowance from the duchess of B- — , to whose 
caprici‘ she was moreover a most wretched slave. 

Notwitlislanding these eonenrriug cireinnstances 
in favour of the usiiiqier, he did not think hiiiiself 
secure while the orphan had any chance of finding 
a friend w ho would undertake his cause ; and there- 
fore laid a jilan for his being kiclna])j)ed, and sent 
to Anienea as a sla\(‘. Ills coadjutor in this in- 
liimiaii scheme was a jierson who carried ou the 
trade of Iransportiiig servants to our plantations, 
and was deeply interested on this occasion, having, 
for a mere tri:fie, jiurehascd of the late Lord A — in, 
the reversion of a considerable part of the A— a 
estate; v hieh shanudul bargain was confirmed by 
the brotlnu’, hut could iii'ver take place, unless the 
hoy could he efleetuall} removi’d. 

Everything being settled amHi this auxiliary, 
several ruffians w (‘re einjiloyed in search of tlieun- 
hajipy victim ; and the first atlem])t that was made 
upon him, in which his uncle ]K‘rsoiialIy assisted, 
happening near one of the great markets of the city 
of Dublin, an honest butcher, with the assistance of 
his neighbours, rescued him by force from their 
cruel hands, 'I’liis, however, was but a shoit 
respite; for (though warned by this adventure, the 
hoy seldom crept out of his lurking places, without 
the most cautious eircumsiieetion) he was, in March, 
1727, discovered by the diligence of his persecutors, 
and forcibly dragged ou hoard of a ship bouna 
for Newcastle, on Delaware river in America, 
where he was sold as a slave, and kept to hard 
labour, much above his ag(‘ or strength, for the 
space of thirteen years, during w hich he w as trans- 
ferred from one jierson to another. 

"While he remained in this servile situation, he 
often mentioned, to those in w hom he thought such 
confidence, might he placed, the circumstances of 
his birth and title, together with the maimer of his 
lieing exiled from his native country ; although, in 
this particular, he neglected a caution which he had 
received in his passage, importing that such a dis- 
co\ery would cost him his lifix Meanwhile the 
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usurper quietly enjoyed his right; and to those 
who questioned him about his brother’s son, con 
stantly replied, that the boy had been dead l‘or 
several years. And Arthur, earl of A — a, dying 
in April, 1737, he, upon pretenee of being next 
heir, siiceeeded to the honours and estate of that 
nobleman. 

The term of the nephew’s bondage, which had 
been lengthened out beyond the usual time, on 
uecount of his repeated utttnnpts to escape, being 
expired in the year 1739, he hired himself as a 
eonnnon sailor in a trading vessel hound to Ja- 
luiiica ; and there, being entered on board of one 
ot his majesty’s ships under the eoininand of Ad- 
miral Vernon, ofienly declared his parentage and 
pretensions. This extraordinary claim, which made 
a great noise in the tleet, reaching the ears of one 
Lieutenant S — n, nearly related to the usurper’s 
Irish wife, he believed the young gentleman to be 
an inijiostor; and thinking it was incumbent on 
huu to discover the cheat, he went on board the 
ship to Mdiieli the claimant belonged, and having 
liisird the aeeouiit which he gave of himself, was, 
notwithstanding his prepossessions, convinced of 
the truth of \\ hat he alleged. ( )n his return to his 
own ship, he chanced to mention this extraordinary 
affair uixm tin* quarter-deck, in the hearing of Mr. 
Il--n, one of the midshijmien, who had formerly 
hemi at school with Mr. A - y. 'This young gen- 
tleman not only told the lieutenant, that he had 
lieeii schoolfellow with Lord A — m’s son, but also 
declared that he should know him again, if not 
greatly altered, as he still retained a perfect idea of 
his connteiiance. 

lT])on this intimation, the lieutenant proposed 
that the experiment should be tried ; and went with 
tile midshipman on board the ship that the elaiin- 
ant was in, for that jmrpose. After all the sailors 
had been assembled u])on deck, I\Ir. T> n, easting 
his eyes aiouiid, immediately distinguished Mr. 
A - y in the crowd, and, laying his hand on his 
shonlfler, d’his is tin* man,” said he ; afli ruling, at 
the same lime, that, while h(‘ eoiiliiiiied at school 
with him, the elamianl was reputed and r(‘S[)eeted 
as Lord A m’s son and Iumi, and maintained in 
all respects suitalile to the dignity tif hi^ rank. 
Nay, he was, in like manner, recognised bv s<*\eral 
otluM' persons in the licet, who had known him iii 
his iiilaiiey. 

ddiese things heiiig reported to the admiral, he 
generously ordered him to be snjijilied with neces- 
saries, and treated like a gentleman ; and, in his 
iK xt des]);dehes, transmitted an aeeouut of the 
affair to the Duke of Newcastle, among the other 
transaetums of the fleet. i 

In Septemher er October 17*41, IMr. A — y arrived 
in Lonrlon; and the first ])erson to wdiom lie applied 
for advice and assistance wnis a man of the lavv, 
nearly related to the families of A— a and A — m, 
and well acquainted with the jiarticular affairs of 
eacli ; who, far from treating him as a bastard and 
impostor, received him with civility and seeming 
kindness, asked him to cat, presented him w ith a 
piece of money, and, excusing liiiiiself Ironi med- 
dling in the affair, advised him to go to Ireland, as 
the most proper place for commeiieing a suit for 
the recovery of his right. 

Jkfore the young gentleman liad an opportunity, 
or indeed any ineliualion, to comply Avitli this 
ailvice, be was accidently met iii the street by that 
same II — n, who, as i have mentioned, gave Mr. J 


M the first insight into the affair. This man 

immediately knew tlie claimant, having been for- 
merly an agent for his father, and afterwards a 
creature of his uncle's, with whom he was, not 
without reason, suspected to be concerned in kid- 
napping and transporting his nejihew. Be that as 
it will, his connexions with the usurper were now- 
broke off by a quarrel, in consequence of which he 
had throwni uji his agency ; and he invited the 
hapless stranger to his house, with a view of 
making all possible advantage of such a guest. 

There he had not long remained, when his 
treacherous landlord, tampering with his inex- 
perience, effected a marriage between him and the 
daughtt‘r of one of his own friends, wdio lodged in 
his house at the same time. But afterwards, seeing 
no person of consequence willing to espouse his 
cause, lu' looked iqion him as an eneumhrance, and 
wanted to rid his liands of him accordingly, lie 

remembered that Mr. M had expressed himself 

with all the humanity of apprehension in favour of 
the unfortunate young nobleman, before his arrival 
in Fiiigland ; and, hi'ing well acquainted with the 
generosity of his disposition, lu* no sooner uridiT- 
stood that he was ri‘lurncd from France, tlian lie 
w'aited upon him w^ith an account of Mr. A — y’s 

being safely arrived. Mr. M was sincerely 

rejoiced to find, that a person who had been so 
cruelly injured, and undergone so long and con- 
timu'd a scene of distress, was restored to a country 
where he w^as sure of obtaining justice, and where 
every good man, as he imagined, w'oiild make the 
cause his ow n. And being informed that the youth 
was ill w'ant of necessaries, he gave twenty guineas 
to li — n for his use, and promised to do him all the 
servie(‘ in liis ])ower; but had no intention to take 
upon himself tlie whole weiglitof such an imjiorlant 
affair, or indird to appear in the cause, until he 
should he fully and tiioroughly satisfied that the 
claimant’s pretensions were well founded. 

In the mean tiim*, II— n insinuating that the 
young gentleman w as not safe in his present lodging 
from the nuiehinatioiis of his enemies, M ac- 

commodated him with an apartment in his own 
house; where he was at groat jiains to remedy the 
defect in his education, by rendering liiin fit to 
appear as a giuithmian in the world. Having 
received from him all the intelligence he could give 
relating to his own alVair, he laid the ease before 
counsel, and despatched a person to Ireland, to 
make further inquiries ujion the same subject ; who, 
oil his first arrival m that kingdom, found tlic 
claimant's birth w^as as publicly known as any cir- 
cumstaiiee of that kind could possibly he, at so 
great a distance of time. 

The usurper and his friends gave all the intcr- 
rujition in their powder to any researches eoiieerning 
that affair; and had recourse to every art and ex- 
pedient that could he invented, to prevent iks being 
brought to a legal discussion. Fnvilege, bills in 
ehaneery, orders of court surrejititiously and ille- 
gally obtaimxl, and every other invention w’asmade 
use of to bar and ])r(‘vetit a fair and honest trial by 
a jury. 'I'he usur])er himself, and his agents, at 
the same time that they formed diM'rs eons])iraeics 
against his life, in \ain endeavoured to detach Mr. 

M from the or]>han’s cause, by innumerable 

artifices, insinuating, eajoHing, and misrepresent- 
ing, wdth surprising dexterity and perseverance. 

His protector, far from being satisfied with thiir 
reasons, was not only deaf to tL dr remonstrances, 
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but, believing him in danger from their refloated 
efforts, had him privately convey<‘d into the 
country; where an unhappy accident, which he 
liath ever bince sincerely regretted, furnished liis 
adversary with a colourable pretext to cut him off’ 
in the beginning of his career. 

A man happening to lose his life by the acci- 
dental discharge of a piece that chanced to be in 
the young gentleman’s hands, the account of this 
misfortune no sooner reached tin* ears of his uncle, 
than he exfiressed the most immodi'rati; joy at 
luiving found so good a handle for destroying him, 
und(;r colour of law. He immediately constitiitecl 
himself prosecutor, set his emissaries at work to 
secure a coroner’s incfuest suited to his cruel fuir- 
fioscs ; set out for the filace in jicrson, to lake care 
that the prisoner sliould not cscafie ; insulted him 
in jail, in the most inhuman manner; emplo\ed a 
whole army of attorneys and agents, to sfiint up 
and carry on a most virulent prosecution ; practised 
all the unfair methods that could be invented, in 
order that the unhafipy gentleman should be tran- 
sported to Newgate*, from the healthy prison to 
which he was at first committed; endeavoured to 
inveigle him into destrueli\e coufessions; and, not 
to mention other more infamous arts einf.hn ed m 
the alfair of exivieiiee, attempted to surfirise Iiini 
upon his trial in the ahseiiee of his witnesses and 
counsel, contrary to a firevious agn'cinent with the 
prosecutor’s ow'ii attorney. Nay, he even ufifieared 
ill person ujxm tlie bench at the liial, in older to 
intimidate the evid(‘iiee, and browbeat the nnfortn- 
n.ite firisoner at the bar, and exiiended al 
thousand pounds in that firoseeution. In sj)ile of 
all his wicked efforts, however, whieli were defeated 
by the sjurit and indefatigalile industry of j\Ir. 

]\i ^ the young gentleman w.is hoiioitrahly ae- 

(fiiitted, to the evKleiit satisfaction of all the inifiar- 
tial; the misrortiine that ga\e a liaiullc for that 
uiinatiii’al fn’oseeution appearing to a demonstration 
to have been a mere accident. 

In a few" months, his jiroteetor, who had nowr 
Ofieiily espoused his cause, taking with him tw "0 
gentlemen to witness liis transact ions, eonducted 
him to his native eountiy, with a ^ lew to be better 
informed of the strength of his pretensions, than 
he could be by the iiitelligenee lie had Iiitherto 
rec(*ived, or by tiie elaimaiit’s own daik and almost 
obliterated renn'inbranee of the facts wliieh were 
ess(*ntial to he known. Hjam tluir arrival in 
J)uhliii, application was made to those iiersons 
whom JVIr. A — y Iiad named as his schoolmasters 
and companions, together with the servants and 
neighbours of bis father. These, though examined 
separati'ly, without liaving the least previous inti- 
mation of what the elaiinaiit had re]K)rted, agreed 
in tln*ir accounts w’ith him, as well as with one 
another, and mentioned many other people as ;ie- 
quaiiited with the same facts, to wliom iMr. M — ~ - 
had recourse, and still met with the same nnxaried 
information. Ry these ineains, he made such pro- 
gress in his iiujuiricvS, that, in less than two months, 
no fewer than one liundred ])ers(ms, from different 
ipiarters of the kingdom, either personally, or by 
letters, eoinmuiiieated their knowledge of the 
claimant, in declarations consonant with one ano- 
otht'r, as well as with the accounts he gave of 
himself. Several servants who had lived with Ins 
father, and been deceived with the story of his 
death, so industriously propagated by his uncle, no 
sooner heard of his being in Dublin, than they 


came from different parts of tlie country to see 
him ; and though great pains were taken to deceive 
them, they, nevertheless, knew him at first sight ; 
some of them fell u]>on their knees to thank Heaven 
for his preservation, embraced his legs, aud shed 
tears ot joy for liis return. 

Althougli the conduct of his adversary, particu- 
larly in the above meiitioued prosecution, togetlu*t 
with the evidenee that already appeared, WTre 
sufficient to eonvinet! all mankind of the truth of 

the claimant’s pretensions, INIr. ]\I , in order hi 

he further satisfied, resolved to see how lie would 
he received upon the sjiot where he was born; 
justly eorieludiijg, that if lie w'as really an imjiostor, 
the bastard of a kitchen-wench, produced in a 
country entirely fiossessed by his enemy and his 
allies, he must he looked upon in that ])lace with 
the utmost di'testation and contempt. 

This his intention was no sooiu‘r knowm to the 
adverse parly, than their agt*nts and frit‘iids from 
all quarters repaired to that jilace with all possible 
despateb, and used all llieir influence w ith the peo- 
ple, in remonstrances, threats, and all the other 
arts they could devise, not only to diseoiinteuance 
the claimant upon his arrival, but even to spirit up 
a mob to insult him. Notwithstanding tliesi* [ire- 
eautions, and tin* servilt* awe and subjection in 
wliieli tenants are kept by their landlords in that 
part of the country, as soon as it was known that 
Mr. A — y ;ipproaeli(>d the town, the inhabitants 
crowded out in great miiltitndes to receive and 
welcome him, and aceonipanied him intotow^n, with 
. - ’lamafioTis, and other exiiressions of joy, inso- 
much that the agents of his adversary durst not 
show" their faces. '^I'lie sovereign of the corpora- 
tion, who was a iiartienl.ir creature and favouriti* 
of the usurper, and whose all dejiended upon the 
issiu* of the cause, vvas so conscious of the stran- 
ger's right, aud so nuudi awt'd by the behaviour of 
the jH'ople, who knew' that eonseioiisness, that he 
did not think it safe even to jireserve the appear- 
ance of neutrality upon this occasion, hut actually 
held the stirrup wink* Mr. A— y dismounted from 
his horse. 

. . IS sense of eonviclioii in the people manifested 
itself slilhnore ])()wertully when he returned to the 
same place iii tho \cai \7A4, about which time 
Lord A — a ]>eing lufonned of his resolution, deter- 
mined again to he liefoi ( hand willi him, and set out 
in person, with his agents and friends, (some ol 
whom vv. re detaelu'd before him to jirepare for 
his riHM'plion.) and induced the peo]>le to meet him 
in a hod}, and aeeompany him to tow'ii, with such 
expressions of weleoine as tliey liad before bestowed 
on his luqihew ; but, in spite of all their art and 
interest, he was suffered to jiass through the streid 
in a niouriifiil silence ; and though several barrels 
of beer wt*re jmxlueed to court the favour of the 
IMipulaee, they bad no other elfeet than that ol 
drawing their ridicuU* iijion tlie donor; whereas, 
when Mr. A^ — y, two days afterw'ards, appeared, all 
the iiihabit:iiits, with garlands, streamers, music, 
and otlier ensigns of joy, crow ded out to meet liiiri, 
and ushered him into town with such dt*iiionstra- 
tions of pleasure and good w ill, that the noble peer 
found it eoiiveiiient to hide himself from the n'seiit- 
meiit of his own tt‘nants, tlie effects of w hich he 
must have severely felt, had not he been screened 

by the timely remonstrances of Mr. M , and the 

other gentlemen who accompanied his competitor. 

Nor did his apprehension vanish with the trans- 
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action of this day ; the town was again in n])roar 
on the Sunday following, when it was known tliat 
Mr. A — y intended to eome thither from Dunniaiii 
to eliiirch ; they went out to meet him as before, 
and conducted him to the church door with accla- 
mations, which terrified his uncle to such a <k‘gree, 
that )i(‘ fied with preeipitalioii in a boat, and soon 
after entirely quitted the place. 

It would be almost an endless task to enumerate 
the particular steps that were tJtken by one sidt‘ to 
promote, and by the other to dela\ , tlie trial. The 
young gentleman's adversaries tinding tliat they 
could not, by all the subterfuges and arts they had 
used, evade it, repeated attempts were ma<le to 
assassinate liiin and his protector; and every ob- 
struction thrown in the way of his cause which 
<‘raft could invent, villainy execute, and undue ‘ 
flneiice confirm. But all these dilliculties were 
surmounted by the vigilance, constancy, coinage, 

and sagacity of M ; and, at last, the affair was 

brought to a very solemn trial at bar, w hich being 
continued, by several adjournments, Irom the 
eleventh to the twenty-fifth day of November, a 
verdict w as toiiiid for the claimant by a jury of gen- 
tlemen, N\lii<-li, in jioint of Ti'pnlation and property, 
cannot be (‘asil\ jiaralleled in the annals of tli.it or 
otlier country ; a jury, that could by mi m<‘ans 
1)0 snspeeied of prejiossessions in favour of J\Ir. 
A y, to whose person they were absolute stian- 
liv'is ; espei 'ally ilAve considm-, that a gentleman in 
(Iiv'ir neniliboni hood, who wasnejihew to the fore- 
1.1 .11, ami lUMih related to some of the rest {if their 
nunibei, IbrKiled a considerable estate by their 
decision. 

'This verdict, said the ])arson, gave the highest 
sitislaction to all iinpartial persons that W'ere within 
leach of being duly informed of their jiroeeeibngs, 
and of the different genius and conduct of the jiar- 
ties engaged in the contest, hut more especially to 
' leh as wen* m eoiirl, as I w as, at tlie trial, and liad 
an opportunity of ohserMiig tlie characters and 
liehaMoiir of the jieisons wdio a])peared there to 
;’:\e evidence, d’o such it was very apjiarent, that 
all the w'itii(‘ss(‘s produced there on tlie tiaid of the 
niiele, were either his tenants, dejiemlents, pol- 
'•onqianions, or persons some way or other inte- 
K'sted in tlie issue of the suit, and remaikalile for 
a low kind of ennning ; that many of them were 
jH'rsons of protligale lives, who deserved no credit ; 
{!'.at, indejiendent of the levity of their eiiaraeters, 
those of them Aiho went under tlie denomination of 
colonels, ((’olonel 1j — fts alone excepted, who had 
nothing to say, .ind was only brought tin re in older 
to give credit to that party,) imule so ridicnlens a 
figure, and gave so absurd, eontradietory, and in- 
consistent an evidence, as no court or jury could 
give the I(‘ast degree of credit to. t )n the other 
hand, it w as ohsm-ved, that the nejihew and .Mr. 

M , his chief manager, heing absolute strangers 

in tliat country, and unacquainted wbli the eiia- 
raeters of the persons they liad to deal with, were 
obliged to lay before the court and jury such evi- 
dence as came to their hand, some of w hom ])luinly 
afipcared to ha\e been put upon them by their ad- 
versaries with a design to hurt. It was also mani- 
fest, that the witnesses jirodueed for Mr. A — y, 
were such as could liave no manner of connexion 
with him, nor any dependence what.soever upon 
him, to iiifluenoe their evidence; for the far gieatest 
part of them had never sei*n him from liis infancy 
till the trial began; and iiianv of ihem, tlu'iigli 


])Oor, ai.d undignifi(‘d with the title of colonels, 
were jieople of unblemished character, of great 
simplicity, and smdi as no man in his senses would 
]>itch upon to .support a bad cause. It is plain that 
the jury', whose well-kqpw'ii honour, impartiality, 
and penetration, must he revered by all who are 
acquainted with tliem, were not under the least 
diffieiilty about their verdict ; for they were not 
enclosed above lialf an hour, when they returned 
with it. These gentlemen could not help observ- 
ing the great inequality of the parties engaged, the 
great advantages that the uncle had in every other 
respect, except the truth and justice of his case, over 
I the nepliew% by nu*ans of his vast possessions, and 
-f his ])OW’er and influence all round the place of 
his birth ; nor could the contrast between the difte- 
! rent geniuses of the two parties escape their oh- 
! servation. They could not but see and conclude, 
that a person who had confessedly transported and 
sold his orphan uejihcw into slavery — who, on his 
ndiirii, had carried on so unwarrantable and cruel 
a pioseeutioii to fake away his life under colour of 
law, aiidwlio liad also given such glaring proofs of 
his skill and dexterity in the management of wit- 
nesses for that cruel jmrjiose, was in like inaTiucr 
capable of exerting the same happy talent on this 
occasion, w luui his all was at stake; more esjie- 
cially, as he had so many others w'ho were equally 
iuti'i’csted v\ ith himself, and whose abilities in that 
respect fell nothing short of his own, to second him 
in it. The geutleimm of the jury had also a near 
view of llu‘ manner in which tlie witnes.se.s delivered 
their testimonies, and had from thence an oppor- 
tunity of observing many eireumstances, and dis- 
tinguishing eliaracteristies of truth and falsehood, 
from which a great deal could bo gathered, that 
could not he adi'quately conveyed by any printed 
aeeount, how exact soever; conseipumtly , they 
must have been much better judgi's of the evidence 
on which they^ foundi'd their verdict, than any per- 
son who had not the same opjiortunity, can pos- 
sibly he. 

'I’hese, ]\Ir. Pickle, were my reflections on wdiat 
I had oceuMOTi to observe eoneerning that famous 
trial ; and, on my return to England two years 
alter, 1 could not help pitying the self-suffieieiiey 
of souu* yieoplo, who, at this distance, yirclimded to 
j»aRs their judgment on that verdict with as great 
yiositiveiiess as .f they had bi'cn in tin* secrets of 
the cause, or u|Mm the jury wdio tried it ; and that 
from Tio better authority than the declamations of 
J.i<.id A -a's eiiii.s.saries, and some falsifii'd printed 
ae<‘oiiul.s, artfully cooked up on purpo.se to mislead 
and deceive. 

But to return from this digres.sion. Lord A — a, 
the defendant in that cause, was so conscious of the 
streiicth and merits of his injured nej)hew'’s case, 
and that a verdict would go against liim, tliat he 
order(*d a wrrit of error to he made out before the 
trial was ended; and the verdict was no sooner 
given, than he Immediately lodged it, though he 
well knew he liad no manner of error to assign. 
This expedient w as practised merely for vexation 
and delay, in order to keej) Mr. A — y, from the 
possession of the small estate he had recovered by 
tlicAcrdiet, that, his slender funds heing exhausted, 
lie might be dejirived of other means to prosecute 
his right ; and liy the most oppressive contrivances 
and scandalous chicanery, it has been kept up to 
tliis da>, without his heing able to assign the least 
shadow ot‘aii\ error. 
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Lord A — a was not the only antap^onlst that Mr. 
A — y had to deal with ; all the different branches 
jf the A — a fatnily, who had been woiTyinj^ one 
another at law ever since the death of the late Earl 
of A — a, about the partiticyi of liis fjreat estate, were 
now firmly united in an association against this 
unfortunate p^entlernan ; mutual deeds were exe- 
<Mit(‘d amonp; them, by which many great lordships 
and estates were given up by the uncle to ]>ersons 
who had no right to possess them, in order to en- 
gage them to side with him against his nephew, in 
withholding the unjust possession of the remainder. 

These confederates having held several con- 
sultations against their common enemy, and finding 
that his cause gathered daily strength since the 
trial, by the ace<‘ssion of many witnesses of figure 
and reputation, who had not been heard of before, 
and tijat the only ehanee they had to })revent tlie 
speedy establishment of Jiis right, and their own 

destruction, was by stripping JMr. of the 

little money that yet remained, and l)y stopping all 
further resources wdierehy h(‘ might he enabled to 
proceed ; they therefore enme to a determined re- 
solution to <*arry that lioiieful seheim* into execu- 
tion ; and, m pursuance thereof, they have left no 
expedient or stratagem, how extraordinary or 
seandaloiis soever, unpractised, to distress Mr. 
A — y and tliat gentleman. For that end, all the 
o))pr(‘ssiv(‘ arts and dilatory expensive contrivances 
that the fertile invention of the lowest pettifoggers 
of the law could possibly devise*, have with dexterity 
been played off' against tliem, in fruitless (piibbling, 
and malicious suits, entirely foreign to the merits 
of the cause. Not to mention iminherless other 
acts of oppression, the most extraordinary ai.d un- 
precedented proceeding, by means whereof this 
sham w'rit of error hath been kept on foot ever 
since November 174.’l, is to me, said tlie doctor, a 
most flagrant instance not only of the prevalency 
of ])owcr and money (when employed, in the jire- 
sent case, against an unfortunate helpless man, dis- 
abled, as he IS, of the means of aseertaiiiing liis 
right), hut of the badness of a e.nise, that hath 
recourse to so many luhjuitoiis expedients to sup- 
port it. 

In a word, the whole conduct of Lord A — a and 
his party, from the beginning to this lime, hath 
been siudi as suHieieiitly manifests that it could 
jiroceed from no otlier motives than a eonscions- 
ness of Mr. A— y’s right, and of th(*ir owm illegal 
usurjiations, aiul from a tt'vror of trusting the 
merits of their case to a fair (list iission by tin* laws 
of their country ; and that the mientioii and main 
drift of all their jiroceedings plainly tends to stifle 
and siiiotli(‘r the merits of the ease from the know- 
ledge ofthewoi’ld, by ojijiressivearts and ingenious 
delays, rather than trust it to the candid deterini- 
iiation of an lionest jury. What else could be the 
motives of kidnapping the elaimant, and transport- 
ing him when :,n infant? of llie various attempts 
made upon liis life since liis return ? of the at- 
temjits to divest him of all assistau<*e to ascertain 
his right, by endeavouring so solicitously to pre- 
vail on Mr. to abandon him in the begin- 

ning''' of retaining an army of counsel before any 
suit had been commenced? of the many sinister 
attempts to prevent the trial at bar? of the various 
arts made use of to terrify any one from ajipearing 
as witness for the elaimant, and to seduce tho.se 
wliohad ajipeared? of the shameless, unprecedented, 
low tricks now practised, to keep him out of the 


I possession of that estate for which he had obtained 
the verdict, thereby to disable him from bringing 
his cause to a further hearing; and of the attempts 
made to buy up Mr. M — 's debts, and to sjiirit 
up suits against him ? Is it not obvious from all 
these circumstanees, asw'ell as from the obstruction 
they have given to the attorney-generars proceed- 
ing to make a ri'port to his majesty on the 
claimant’s petition to the king for the peeragi*, 
which was referred by his majesty to that gentle- 
man, so far back as 17411, tliat all tlndr efforts are 
bent to that one point, of stifling, rather than suf- 
fering the merits of this cause to come to a fair and 
candid hearing; and that the sole eonsideration at 
present Ijetw'een them and this iiMforlmiate man is 
not whether he is right or wrong, but whether he 
shall or shall not find money to bring tliis cause to 
a final determination ? 

Jvord A a and his eonfederafes, not tliiuking 
tlnunselves safe with all these I'xpedients, wlnle 
there was a possibility of their antagonist’s ohlani- 
ing any assistanee from siadi as luimaiut), eom- 
passion, generosity, or a love of justiei*, might 
induce to lay ojien their jiurses to his assistanee in 
ascertaining his right, have, by tliemselves ciiid 
their numerous emissaries, employ < (1 all the arts of 
ealuiini\, slander, and detraction against him, !>> 
traducing his cause, vilifying his person, and most 
basely and cruelly tearing bis character to pieces, 
by a thousand misropresentatioiis, purjiosely iii- 
veuled and induslnonsly ]>ro])agaft‘(l in all places 
of resort, which is a kind of cowaidly assassination 
that there is no guarding against; yet, in sjntt* of 
all these niacliinafions, and the sliamefiil iiiditler- 
ence of mankind, wlio stand aloof iniconcerned, 
and see this iiiil!a]ip\ gentleman most inhumanly 
oppressed by the weight of lawless jiower and fac- 
tion, iM — -, far from sulb'ring himsi'lf to he de- 
ji*cted by the multiplying diHieullies that crowd 
uiion him, still exerts himself w it h amazing forti- 
tude and assiduity, and will, I doubt not, bring the 
affair he begun and earned on witli so mucli spirit, 
wliile his finances lasfed, to a liappy conclusion. 

It would exceed the bounds of m\ intention, and, 
perhaps, trespass too mueli u[)on yoiir tiim*, were 1 
to emimerate tlie low artifices and shameful (piih- 
hles by which the nsurjier has found means to 
procrastinate the decision of tlie contest between 
him and his hapless nephew', or to gl\e a detail of 

the damage aiid perplexity w hicli Mr. M has 

sustained, and been rnolved in by the tri'aeliery 
and ingratitude of some who listed themselves un- 
der him, in the prosi'cution of this affair, and l>> 
the villany of others, w lio, under various jiretenees 
of iiuilerial discoveries they had to make, &.e. liad 
fastened themselves upon him, and continued to do 
all the mischief in their pow'er, until the cloven 
foot w as detected. 

One instance, however, is so flagrantly flagiti- 
ous, tliat 1 cauuot resist the inclination 1 feel to 
relate it, as an example of the most inferiial perfidy 
that perhaps (‘ver entered the human heart. I have 
already mentioned the pait w'hieh H - n acted in 
the heginiiiug of M 's connexion with the un- 

fortunate stranger, and hinted the said U — n 
lay under many obligations to that gentleman be- 
fore Mr. A j’s arrival in England. He bad been 
chief agent to Lord A- -a, and, us it afterwards 
ajipeared, received several payments of a secret 
jien.sion wliieh that lord enjoyed, for which he 
either could not or would not account. His lord- 
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ship, therefore, in order to coinpc*! him to it, took 
out writs against him, and his house was coiitiiiually 
surrounded with catchpolcs for the space of two 
whole years. 

Mr. M believing, from 11 — n’s own account 

of the matter, that the poor man was gn*atly in- 
jured, and prosecuted on uecoiint of his attachment 
to the unhappy young gentleman, did him all the 
g()(»d ollices in his power, and became security for 
him on several occasions ; nay, such was his 
opinion of his integrity, that, after Mr. A— y was 
cleared of the prosecution carried on against him 
by his uncle, his person was trusted to the eare of 
this hypocrite, wlio desired that the young gentle- 
man might lodge at his house* for the eonvciiieiice 

of air, M ’s own occasions culling him oft<*n 

into the country. 

Having thus, by his consummate dissimulation, 
ae(iuired such a valuable charge, he wTote a letter 
to one of Lord A — a’s attorneys, olferiug to betray 
Mr. A — y, jirovided his lordship would settle his 
account, and give him a discharge for eight hun- 
dred pounds ()1‘ the pension, whicli he bail received, , 
and not accounted for, Mr. M- informed of 
this treaclu'rous proposal, immediately removed 
his lodger from his house into his own, without as- 
signing his reasons for so d(»iug, until he was 
obliged to dechm* it, in order to free himself from 
the importunities of II — n, w lio earnestly solicited 
his return. This miscreant finding himself de- 
tected and disappointed in his villanous design, was 
so much eiirag<‘d at his iniscarriuge, that, forgetting 

all the benefits he had received from JSl for a 

scries of years, he practised all the mischief that 
his malice could contrive against him ; and at 
length eiitcri'd into a confederacy wutli one 
G — St- -ey, and several other abandoned wretches, 
who, as before said, under various pretences of 
being able to make material discoveries, and other- 
wise to serve the cause, had found means to he em- 
ployed in some extra Imsiuess relating to it, though 
their real intention was to betray the claimant. 

These confederates, in coiijunetion with some 
other auxiliaries of mlamous character, being in- 
formed tliat Mr. M was on tin* ])oiiJt of secur- 

ing a considerable sum, to enable him to prosecute 
Mr. A — y’s right, and to bring it to a happy 
conclusion, contrived a dccp-Iaid scheme to disap- 
point him ill it, and at once to ruin the cause. And, 
])revi()us measures being taken for that wicked 
jiur])osc, they imjiosed upon tlie young gent huuan’s 
inexperience and credulitv, by insiiuialious equally 
false, plausible, and malicious; to which they at 
length gained his belief, by tlie mention of some 
circimistanees that gave what they alleged an air of 

i irobability, and even of truth, 'fhe} swore that 

dr. M had takem out an action against him 

for a \cry large sum of money ; that they had 
actually seen the writ; that the intention of it was 
to tlirow him into prison for life, and ruin his cause, 
ill coiiseijucnec of an agTcemeiit made by him w ith 
l^ord A- - a, and his other enemies, to retrieve the 
inone^" that he had laid out in tlie cause. 

This plausiblt* tale was enforced with such an air 
of truth, candour, and earnest concern for his safet3% 
and was strengthened by so many inipreeations and 
corroborating circumstances of their invention, a.^ 
would have staggered one of much greater experi- 
ence and knowledge of mankind than Mr. A — y 
could be supposed at thafrtime. The notion of per- 
petual imprisonment, and the certain ruin they 
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made him heru^ve his cause was threatened with, 
worked upon his imagination to such a degree, that 
he sullered himself to he led like a lamb to the 
slaughter by this artful band of villains, who 
secreted him at the lodgings of one Pr — nt — cc, an 
intimate of G — st~cy's, for several days, under 
colour of his being hunted by bailiffs employed by 
Mr. M -- , where he was not only obliged by 
them to change his name, but even his wife was 
not suffered to have access to him. 

Their design was to have sold him, or drawn him 
into a ruinous compromise wdth his adversaries, for 
a valuable consideration to themselves. Put as no 
ties are binding among such a knot of villains, the 
rest of the conspirators were jockied by G — st — cy, 
who, in order to monopolize the advantage to him- 
self, hurried his prize into the country, and secreted 
him even irom his confederates, in a place of con- 
cealment one hundred miles from London, under 

the same ridiculous pretence of M ’s having 

taken out a writ against him, and of bailiff’s being 
ill pursuit of him every w’lu‘re round London. 

He was no sooner there, than (i — st — ey, as a 
previous step to the other villany he intended, 
tricked him out of a bond for six thousand pounds, 
under colour of his having a person ready to advance 
the like sum upon it, as an immediate fund for 
carrying on Ins cause ; assuring him, at the same 
time, that he had a set of gentlemen ready, who 
w'ore willing to advance twenty-live thousand 
pounds more for the same purpose, and to allow 
him fivi* hundred pounds a-year for his mainte- 
nance, till liis cause should be made an end of, 

provuied that Mr. M should have no further 

concern with him and his cause. 

Mr. A--y, having by this time received some 
intimations of the deceit that had been jmt upon 
him, made answer, tliat he should look iqum him- 
self as a very ungrateful monster indeed, if he de- 
serted a iierson who had saved his life, and so 
generously ventured his own, togetlu'r with his 
fortune, in his cause, until he should lirst be certain 
of the truth of what w^as alleged of him, and abso- 
lutely rejected the proposal. (1 — st- ey, w ho had 
no other view in making it, than to cover the secret 
villany he meditated against him, and to facilitate 
the execution thereof, easily rciedi-d from it, when 
he found IMr. A — y so averse to it, and under- 
took nevertheless to raise the money, adding, that 

he might if he phaist'd, return to Mr. M wIkii- 

ever it was secured. The whole drift of this pre- 
tended undertaking to raise the tw eiity-ii\ e thousand 
pounds, was only to lay a foiindjition for a dexter- 
ous coil I riv a lice to draw Air. A — } iinwaril\ into 
the execution of a divd, relinquishing all his right 
and title, under a notion of its being a deed to se- 
cure the repayniciit ol that sum. 

G — st— -ey having, as he iimigined, so fur paved 
the wmy for the execution of such a deed, entt>rs into 
an agreement with an agent, employed for that 
purpose by Mr. A— }'s adversaries, jmrporting, 
that, in consideration of the payment of a bond lor 
six thousand pounds, which he, G — st — ey, had, as 
he pretended, laid out in Mr. A — y’s cause, and of 
an annuity of seven hundred pounds a-year, he was 
to ])rocure for them from Air. A— y a de(‘d ready 
executed, r< linqiiishing all right and title to the 
A— a estate and hoiionrs. Every thing being 
prepared tor the ex<*cution of this infernal scheme, 
unknown to Air. A — y, G — st — ey then thought 
proper to send for him to town from his retirement, 
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in order, as lie pretended, to execute a security of 
twenty-five thousand pounds. 

This intended victim to tliat villain’s avarice no 
sooner arrived in town, full of hoj)es of money to 
carry on his cause, and of agreeably surprising his 

friend and protector Mr. M , with so seasonable 

and unexpecteci a reinforcement, than an unfore- 
seen dillieulty arose, concerning the ])aynient of 
(j -st’ — ey’s six thousand pound bond. 'I'liat nunu” 
was to have been raised out of the estate of a lunalie, 
which could not he done without tin* leave of the 
(Jourt of (.'haneery, to whom an account must have 
been given of the intended apjilication of it. VVhih* 
preparations were making to rectif} this omission, 
CJ — St — ey immediately carried Mr. A— y again 
into the country, lest he should happen to lie unde- 
ceived by some means or other. Jn tin* mean time, 
this wicked machination was jirovHlcnlially disco- 
vered by Mr. M , befon* it could be carried into 

execution, liy means of the jealonsies tliat arose 
among the conspirators themset\es; and was, at 
the same time, confi rim'd to him by a p(‘rson whom 
the very agent for the A — a parly had intrusted , 

witli the secret. M no sooner detected it, than 1 

he communicated his discovery to one of Mr. A — y's | 
counsel, a man of great worth, and iiniiiediatelv i 
thereupon took ])roper measures to defeat it. lie i 
then found means to lay open to J\lr. A- y himself ' 
the treacherous scheme that was laid for his destnic- 
tion. lie was highly sensible of it, and could never ; 
afterwards reflect on the snaie that he had so iin- j 
warily been drawui into, and had so narrowly ! 
cscajied, w ithout a mixture of horror, shame, and | 
gratitmle to his deliverer. | 

The eoiisummate assurance of the Tuousters who j 
were engaged in tins jilot, after they liad been de- I 
teeted, and u])brai<led with their treachery, is seare(‘ ! 
to be paralleled ; for they tiot oiil\ owned the laet of i 
S])iritirig Mr. A — y away in the manner above ! 
mentioned, but justified tbeir doing it as tending | 
to Ins M’r>.<‘e. 'I'lnw also manitaiii(‘d, that they bad j 
actually secured the twenty-fi\e thousand juninds [ 
for him, though Ilie> never could name any one 1 
person wlio was to have advanced the money. No \ 
mail was more active in this sebeiiie than II — n, nor 1 
any man more solicitous to kei p Mr. A — v u)) in | 
tlie false imjiressioiiS he liad leceived, or iii ])roje<‘t- j 
methods to riiiii his jirotcclor, than he. 

Among many other cApcdicnts for that purpose, 
a most malicious attiuupt was made to lodge an 
inforiiiation against Inn., foi treasonable jiraetiees, 
wdth the secretary of stale, notw ithstanding tlie re- 
peated proofs lie had given of his lovally ', and, as 
a preparatory step to liis accusation, a letter, which 
this traitor dictated, w as copied by another person, 
and actually sent to the Earl of C — d, importing, 
that the person who copied tlu‘ letter liad an affair 
of conseipience to coiniminieate to his lordship, if 
he would appoint a time of receiving the informa- 
tion. Jhit that person, iijion full couvietioii of the 
villany of the scheme, absolutely refused to pro- 
cee<i furtlier in it ; so that his malice once more 
proved abortive ; and before he had time to 
execute any otlier contrivance of the same nature, 
he was inipri.soned in this very jail for debt. 

Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and him- 
self destitute of all other resource, he made applica- 
tion to the very man whom he had injured in such 
an outrageous manner, set forth his deplorable ease 
in the most pathetic terms, and entreated him, wdth 
the most abject humility, to use his influence in his 


behalf. The distress of this varlet immi'diately 

disanned M of liis n'sentmeiit, and even 

excited his compassion. Without sending any 
answer to his remonstrances, he interceded lor him 
with his creditors; and the person to whom he was 
chiefly indebted, refusing to relea.se him without 
security, this unwearied lieiiefactor joined wdth the 
jirihoner in a bond for above two hundred and lbrt,> 
])omids, for wdiich he obtained his release. 

He was no sooner dischargt'd, however, than he 
entered into fresh eonihniatioTis with G — .st — ey 
and others, in ordi-r to tliwart his deliverer in liis 
schemes of raising nioiiey, and otherw ise to distrt'ss 
and deprive him of liberty ; for which ])urpose, no 
art or industry, jK'rjury not cxcepU'd, hath been 
.spared. And, w hat is still more extraordinary, this 
perfidious monster having found money to take iiji 
the bond, in eoTiseijiieiiee of whieli he regained his 

freedom, hath ]>roeiire(l a writ against M , upon 

that v(‘ry obligation; and taken assignments to 
some other debts of that gentleman, w'lth the same 
ehnstian inti'iition. Rut bitlierto be liatb, by sur- 
prising sagacity and niisliakeii resolution, baffled 
all their infi'nial contrivances, and rt'torted some of 
their machinations on their own beads. At this 
tini<‘, when he is snjiposed b) sonn*, and reiuesented 
by Olliers, as under tin* eireunistanei's of obliv'ion 
.‘iiid despoiideiiee, he proceeds in liis design with 
the utmost calmness and intrepidity, meditating 
bclienu's, and ripening mea.sures, that will one day 
confound Ids enemies, and attract the notice and 
admiration of mankind.” 

Peregrine, having thanked the jiriest for Ids 
oliligiiig iiiforniatioii, exjiresstd his ‘•urprise at the 
scandalous iiuitteiilK'ii ot tlic world to an affair of 
sneli jiiiportuiice ; ohserviiig, (lut, by such inliuinan 
neglect, this unfortunate young gentleman, Mr. 
A \, was ahsolnt(‘ly (l(‘priv<*d of all the benefit 
of society ; the sole mid oi' whieh is, to ]iroteet llie 
rights, redress the gru'vanees, and ]>rom()le the 
hapjiine.ss of iinln idiials. As for iLe char.ieter of 
M- - , he sa.d, it was so roiiiaiitieallv singular ui 

all its cireunist.mces, that, tlnmgli other motives 
Avere wanting, eiiriosit} alone Avould iiidiiee him to 
seek Ids a<.«juaiiilai.e(‘ Rut he di<l not at all wonder 
at t!ie uiigiatel'ul returns wldeh had lu'eu made to 
Ins geiuTositv by 11 — n and many others, whom 
lu‘ hud .served in a manner that few, besides Idniself, 
A'lOuld hav e done ; for be bad been long eoinineed 
of the truth eoii\e\ed in these lines of a celebrated 
Italiau aiitlior : 

1,1 bvnvjivn^ chv pvr la Jaro fjramlvzza,, van puonvo 
cssar (juntv) (lauatf^ can la svdrrala immvta (UiV nujra- 
litmhnc, sonn ]K(<jali. 

“ 'file .story w hich you have related of that young 
gentleman,” said be, “ liears a very strong re.sem- 
lilariee to tlu* fate of a Spanish nobleman, as it was 
communicated to me by one of his own intimate 
friends at I’aris. The Countess d’Alvarez died 
immediately after the birth of a son, and tlie hns- 
haiid .surviving her but tliree years, the eliild was 
left sole heir to tin* honours and estate, under the 
guardianship of his uncle, who had a small fortune 
and a great many children. This inhuman relation, 
coveting the wealth of his infant ward, formed a 
design against the life of th(‘ helpless orphan, and 
trusted the execution of it to his valet-de-chambre, 
who was tempted to undertake the murder by the 
jiromisc of a considerable reward. He accordingly 
stabbed tlie hoy with a. kniie in three diflerent 
nlaces, on the right side of his neck ; but, as he 
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was not used to such harharous attempts, his 
hand failed in the perforiuance ; and he was seized 
witli such remorse, that, ])erceiving the wounds 
were not mortal, lie earrii'd the liapless victim to 
the house of a surgeon, by whose care they were 
healed ; and, in the mean time, that he might not 
forfeit his recompense, found means to p<Tsuade his 
employer, that his orders were performed. A 
bundle being made u]) for the purpose*, was publicly 
interred as the body of the child, who was said to 
have been been suddenly earned otf by a convul- 
sion ; and the uncle, without op])osition, succeeded 
to his honours and (‘state. 'J’he boy being cured of 
his hurts, was, about the age* of six, delivered, with 
a small sum of money, to a merchant just embark- 
ing for Turk('y ; w'ho was given to understand, 
that he was the bustard of a man of (|uality ; and 
that for family reasons, it was necessary to conceal 
his birth. 

While the unfortunate orphan remaiiu'd in this 
deplorable state of bondage, all the children of the 
usurper died one after anothi*r-, and he hims(*lf 
b(‘ing tak(‘n dangerously ill, attributed all his alllic- 
tions to the just judgment of Cod, and communi- 
cated his anxiety on that subj(‘et to the ^ah*t-de- 
thambre, who had bec'u employed in the niurd(*r 
of his nephew. 'Phat domestic, in order to (juiet his 
master’s conscience, and calm the ])crturbation of 
his spirits, confessed what he bad done, and gave 
him hopes of still linding the boy by dint of in- 
dustry and (‘xpense. The unhappy child being the 
only hope of the family of Alvarez, tin* uncle imme- 
(Uatidy ordered a minute in{|uiry to be s('t on foot ; 
in conseipience of wliich he was infornu'd, that the 
orphan had been sold to a 'rurU, who had after- 
wards transferred him to an English merchant, by 
whom he was conveyed to Loinlon. 

An express was immediately despatched to this 
capital, where he understood that the iinhajipy 
exile had, in consideration of his faithful services, 
betm bound ajiprentice to a Ereiich barber-surgeon ; 
and, after he had siillieiently (jualitied himself in 
that profession, been received into the tamily of 
the (kmnt de (lallas, at that time the Emperor’s 
ambassador at the court (T liondon. Erom the 
lionse of this nobleman lie was traced into the ser- 
vice of (’unnt d'Cherstorf, where he had married 
his lady’s ehamhermaid, and then gone to settle as 
a surgeon in llohemia. 

In the course* of tli(*sc inquiries, scviuxil y(*:irs 
elajiscd ; liis uncle, who was very much attached 
to the house of Austria, lived at IlaieeUuia, wdiere 
the father of this Empress Ciueeii residt*d in that 
eit}% and lent him a very eonsiderahle sum of 
money in the imyst })ri*ssing emergt'iiey of his 
affairs; and when that prince wuis on the ]>oint of 
returning to Germany, the old (\mut, finding his 
end approaching, sent his father confessor to his 
maje^ty, with a eirenmstantial aeeonnt of the 
barbarity he had jiraetised against hi^ nephew, for 
which he implored forgiveness, and begged he 
would give orders, tliat the orphan, when found, 
should inherit tlie dignities and fortune wdiich he 
had unjustly usurped. 

Ilis majesty assured the ohl man, that he might 
make liimself easy on that score, and ordered the 
confessor to follow him to Vienna, immediately 
after the Count’s death, in order to assist his im- 
deavours in finding out the injured heir, 'riie 
priest did not fail to yiidd obedience to this com- 
mand. lie informed himself of certain natural 


marks on the young (count’s body, which were 
known to tin* nurse and women who attended him 
in his infaney ; and, with a genllemaii whom the 
Emperor ordered to accompany^ him, set out for 
Jloliemia, w li(‘re he soon foumi the object of his 
iiujuiry, in the capacity of major domo to a noble- 
man of that country, he having quitted bis profes- 
sion of surgery for tliat office. 

lie was not a little surprised, when he found 
hims(‘lf eircunistantially catt*tdiised about the par- 
ticulars of his life, by })ersoiis commissioned for 
that piirjiose by the Emperor. lie told them, that 
he w^as absolutely ignorant of his ow n birth, tliongli 
he had been informed, during his residence in 
Turkey, that he was the bastard of a ISpanisli 
grandee, and gave them a minute detail of the jul- 
grimage he had undergone. 'I'liis information 
agreeing with the intelligenee which the priest had 
already received, and being corroborate*!! by the 
marks upon his body, and the very scars of the 
wounds wbieb had been inflicted upon him in his 
infancy, the confessor, without further hesitation, 
sainted him by the name of (^mnt d’Alvarez, 
grandee of Spain, and explained the wdiole mystery 
of Ills fortniK*. 

If he was agret*ably amazed at this explanation, 
the ease was otherwise with bis wife*, who tlioniilit 
iiersell' in great danger of being aliandoned by an 
Imsbaiid of siieli high rank ; but he immeduitely 
dispelled lii'i* appri’hension, by assuring her, that, 
as she had shared in bis adversity, slie should also 
partake of his good fortune. lie set out imme- 
diately for Vi(*una, to make his acknowledgiiu'iils 
to tin* Emperor, who favoured liim wnth a very 
gracious reecjiiion, iiromised to use his inffneriee, 
so that lie might enjoys the honours and estale of Ins 
family, and in the iiu*an time aeknowledg(*d liimself 
his deiitor for four h mid ivd thousand florins, which 
he had borrowed from his umde. lie threw Inm- 
self at the feet of his august fm)t(*ctor, express(*(l 
the most grateful seiist* of his goodm‘ss, and Ix'gged 
he miglit he jicrmitted to settle in some of his lui- 
p(*iial Majesty’s dominions. 

This reepmst was immediately graiite^d ; he was 
allow'i*d to purchase land in any jiart of the here- 
ditary dominions of llu* honsi* of Austria, to tlie 
anioiiiit of the sum 1 lia\(* mentioned; and made 
ehoiee of the country of Ratibor in Silesia, where, 
in all probability, lie still ivsides.” 

1 Vr<*griiu* had scarce liiiished the narrative, v. lieu 

h(* jiereeived Mr. M slip something iiito the 

hand of the young man witli wdiom he had been 
e(>nv(*rsing at the other end of the room, and rise 
uj> from llu* table in order to take* his leave, lie 
at once muUrstood the meaning of this conveyance*, 
and I()nge*d for an opportunity to he acquainted 
with such a rare* instanee of primitive bemevolenee* ; 
hut the ee)nsciousiie*ss of his present situation hin- 
dered him from making any advance that might 
he construed into forwardness or presumjition. 

CHAPTER XCIX. 

lie is Rurprisect v ith tlie Aiipearancc of Hatchway and Pipes, 

who take lip their Habitation in bis Nei};hboinhood, con- 
trary to his Irn’linaiion and express Desire. 

Bkind now regularly initiated in the niystcric.s of 
tlie Ele(*t, and reeoneiled m some measure to the 
customs of the place, he began to hear the edge of 
reffeettion without wincing ; and thinking it would 
he highly imprudent iu him to defer any longer 
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the purposes by which only lie could enjoy any 
ease and satisfaction in his confinement, he resolved 
to resume his task of translating, and every week 
compose an occasional paper, by way of revenge 
upon the minister, against whom he had denounced 
eternal war. With this view, he locked himself up 
in his chamber, and went to work with great 
eagerness and application ; when he w^as interrupted 
by a ticket porter, who, putting a letter in his 
hand, vanished in a moment, before he had time to 
peruse the contents. 

Our hero, opening the billet, was not a little 
surprised to find a bank note for fifty ])ounds, en- 
closed in a blank sheet of j>aper; and having 
exercised his memory and penetration on the subject 
of this unexpected windfall, had just coneluded, 
that it could come from no other hand than the 
lady who had so kindly visited him a few days 
before, when his ears were suddtmly invaded by 
the well known sound of that whistle which always 
hung about tlie neck of Pipes, as a memorial of his 
former occupation. This tune being jierforined, 
he heard tlie noise of a wooden leg ascending the 
stair; u])ou which he opened his door, and beheld his 
friend Hatchway, wdtli liis old shipmate at his back. 

Altera cordial shake of the hand, with the usual 
salutation of, “ What ehe 

.lack seated himself without eereinony ; and easting 
lus eves around the apartment, “Split my top- 
stav.'.ail,” said he, with an arch sneer, “you have 
got into a snug berth, cousin. Here you may sit all 
w'eathers, without being turned out to take }oiir 
watch, and no fear of the sliip’s dragging her 
anchor. You han't niueh room to spare, 'tis true. 
An’ I had known as how you stowed so close, 'Pom 
should have slung my own hammock for jou, 
and then you mought have knocked down this 
great lubberly hurruaine house. Jlut, mayhap, you 
turn in double, and so you don’t clioose to trust 
yourself and your doxy to a clew and eaiivas.” 

Jhckle bore his jokes w ith great good humour, 
rallied him in his turn about the dah’y-maid at the 
garrison, iiupiiriiig about his friends in the country, 
asked if lie had been to visit his niece, and, finally, 
expressed a desire of knowing the cause of his 
journey to London ? 'Phe lieuteiiaiil satisfied his 
curiosity in all tliesi* particulars; and, in answer to 
the last (piestion, observed, that, fiom the informa- 
tion of Jhpes, understanding he was laud-loeked, 
lie had come from the eouiitry in order to tow liim 
into the ofling. “1 know not how tin* wind sets,” 
said he, “ hut if so be as three thousand pounds 
will bring you clear of the eajie, say the word, and 
you shan’t lie wind-bound another glass for w'ant 
of the money.” 

This was an offer which few people in our hero’s 
situation would have altogether refused, especially 
as he had all the reason in the world to believe, 
that, far from being a vain unmeaning eoiuplimeiit, 
it was the genuine tribute of friendship, wliicli the 
lieutewant would have willingly, aye, and with 
pleasure, paid. Nevertheless, Peregrine peremp- 
torily refused his assistance, though not without 
expressing himself in terms of acknowdedgment 
suitable to the occasion. He told him, it would be 
time enough to make use of his generosity, when 
he should And himself destitute of sill other resource. 
Jack employed all his rhetoric, with a view of 
persuading him to take this opportunity to procure 
his own enlargement ; and, finding his arguments 
ineffectual, insisted upon his accepting an immediate 


supply for his necessary occasions ; swearing with 
great vehemence, that he would never eturn to 
the garrison, unless he w'ould put him upon the 
footing of any other tenant, and receive his rent 
accordingly. 

Our young gentleman as positively suore, that 
he never would consider him in tliat lipht; re- 
monstrating, that he had long ago settled the house 
upon him for life, as a pledge of his own esteem, as 
well as in conformity with the commodore’s desire; 
and beseeching him to return to his usual avocations, 
protested that, if ever his situation should siilijeet 
him to the necessity of horrowdng from his friends, 
JVlr. Hatchway should be the first man to whom he 
would apply himself for succour. To convince him 
that this was not the case at present, lie produced 
the hank note which he had received in tlie letter, 
together with liis ow n ready money ; and ineiitioned 
some other funds, which he invented extcmjiore, in 
order to amuse the lieutenant’s concern. In the 
close of this expostulation, he desired Ifipes to 
conduct Mr. Hatchway to the coffeehouse, where 
he might amuse himself wdth the new\spaper for ^ 
half ail hour; during which he would put on his 
clothes, and bespeak something for dinner, tliat 
they might enjojr each other's comiiatiy as long as 
casious w oiild permit him to stay in that place. 

'I'he lv\o sailors were no sooner gone, than he 
took up the pen, and wrote the following letter, in 
which he eiiclosi'd the hank note to his generous 
benefactress : 

•• Madam, — Your hunuimty is not more mt^fnious than 
inv sus|urjou In vain you attviiijit to ini])os«* upon im* l»y 
an ait ol f;enerosity, winch no poison iiiioii earth but your 
huljship is capable of coiuinitlinp: Thou^jh your name was 
not suttsfiibi (l on the paper, join soiitnncnts weie tully dis- 
plajetl 111 the contents which 1 must he{; lease to icslore, 
with till* .same .sense of firatitiide, and foi tin same reasons 
I expressed when last 1 had the honour to eon\erse williyon 
upon this hubjett Thoiiiih 1 am depiived ol my libeitv by 
the villany and uignilitiidi ol mankind, I am not yet ilestitnle 
of the other conveniences ol life, and Ihtietoie he-j to he 
excused lor iiicnrrmg an nmiecessary addition to that loail 
of ohlipation you havt .ilieadj laid upon. Madam jouv lailj- 
shiji’s most diAoted humble servant 

“ Pi' uimniNK Pick la " 

Having dressed liiniself, and repaired to the 
place of appomtiiieiit, he (h'spatehed this epistle by 
tli(‘ hands of Pipes, who wais ordered to leave it at 
her ladyship's house, without staj iiig for an answer ; 
and in the mean time gave directions for diimer, 
whicli he and his friend Hatchway ate very chcer- 
fhlly in his ow n apartment, after he had entertained 
Iinii with a sight of all the curiosities in the place. 
During their repast, .Jack rejieated his kind oilers 
to our adventurer, who deelined them with his 
former obstinacy, and begged he might he no more 
importuned on that subject; but if he in.sistecl upon 
giving some fresh proofs of his friendship, he 
might liave an opportunity of exhibiting it in taking 
l*ip(‘s iimler his care and jiroteetion ; for nothing 
ilfeeted him so much as his inability to provide 
for such a faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant desired lie would give him«elf iie 
trouble upon that score; he being, of his owm accord, 
perfectly well disposed to befriend his old sliip- 
mate, who should never want while he had a shilling 
to spare. But he began to drop some hints of ai 
intention to fix his quarters in tlie Fleet, observing, 
that the air seemed to be very good in tliat place, 
and that he was tired of living in the country 
What he said did not amount to a plain declaration 
and therefore Peregrine did not answer it as such 
though lie perceived his drift ; and took an oppoJ- 
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tunity of describing the inconveniences of the 

E lace, in such a manner as, he hoped, would deter 
im from putting such an extravagant plan in 
execution. 

This expedient, however, far from answering the 
end proposed, had \a quite contrary efifect, and 
furnished Hatchway with an argument against his 
own unwillingness to quit such a disagreeable place. 
In ail probability. Jack would have been more 
explicit with regard to the scheme he had proposed, 
if the conversation had not been interrupted by the 
arrival of Cadwallader, who never failed in the 
performance of his diurnal visit. Hatchway, con- 
jecturing that this stranger might have some jn-i vate 
business with his friend, quitted the apartment, on 
pretence of taking a turn; and uceeting Pipes at 
the door, desired his company to the Rare, by which 
name the open space is distinguished ; where, during 
a course of perambulation, these two companions 
held a council upon Pickle; in conseejuence of 
which it was determined, since be obstinately per- 
sisted to refuse their assistance, that they should 
take lodgings in his iieiglihonrliood, with a view 
of being at hand to minister unto liis occasions, in 
spite of his false delicacy, according to the emer- 
gency of his affairs. 

This resolution being taken, they consulted the 
bar-keeper of the eoffee-liouse about lodging, and 
she directed them to the warden; to whom the 
lieutenant, in his great wisdom, represented himself 
as a kinsman to IVregrine, wdio, rather tlian leave 
that young gentleman by himself to the unavoid- 
able discomforts of a jirison, was inclined to kecj) 
him company, till such time us his affairs could Ik* 
put in order. 'J’his measure he the more anxiously 
desired to take, heeause the prisoner was sometimes 
subject to a disordered imagination, upon whieh 
occasion he stood in need of extraordinary attend- 
ance; and therefore he, the lii'utc'iiant, entreated 
the warden to aceommodate liim with a lodging for 
himself and liis servant, for which he was ready to 
jnake any reasonable acknowledgment. The war- 
den, who was a sensible and humane man, could 
not lltlp applauding his resolution ; and several 
rooms being at that time unoccupied, lie put him 
immediately in possession of a couple, which were 
forthwith prepared for his reception. 

This affair being settled to his satisfaction, he 
despatched Pipes for his portmanteau ; and, retum- 
ing to the coffee-house, found Peregrine, with whom 
he sjient the remaining part of the evening. Our 
hero, taking it for granted that he proposal to set 
out for the garrison next day, wrote a memoran- 
dum of some hooks which he had left in that habi- 
tation, and which he now desired Jack to send up 
to town by the waggon, directed for Mr. Crabtree. 
He cautioned him against giving the least hint of his 
misfortune in the neighbourhood, that it miglit re- 
main, as long as possible, concealed from the know- 
ledge of his sister, who, he knew, would afflict 
herself immoderately at the news, nor reach the 
ears of the rest of his family, who would exult and 
triumph over his distress. 

Hatchway listened to his injunctions with great 
attention, and promised to demean himself accord- 
ingly. Then the discourse shifted to an agreeable 
recapitulation of the merry scenes they had for- 
merly acted together. And tlie evening being 
pretty far advanced. Peregrine, with seeming re- 
luctance, told him that the gates of the Fleet would 
in a few minutes be shut for the night, and that 


there was an absolute necessity for his withdrawing 
to his lodging. Jack replied, that he could not 
think of parting with him so soon, after such a long 
separation; and that he was determined to stay 
with him an hour or two longer, if he should be 
obliged to take up his lodging in the streets. 
Pickle, rather than disoblige his guest, indulged 
him in his desire, and resolved to give him a share 
of his own bed. A pair of chickens and asparagus 
were hesjmke for supper, at which J’ipcs attended 
with an air of internal satislactiou ; and the bottle 
Avas bandied about in a jovial manner till midnight, 
when the lieutenant rose up to take his leave, ob- 
serving, that, being fatigued with riding, he was 
inclined to turn in. l*ipes, ii)>on this intimation, 
produced a laiithorn ready lighted; and Jack, 
shaking his entertainer by the hand, wished him 
good night, and promised to visit him again betimes 
in the morning. 

Peregrine, imagining that his behaviour pro- 
ceeded from the wine, which he had plentifully 
drank, tol<l liim, that, if he was disjiosed to sleep. 
Ills bed w*as ready prejiared in the room, and 
ordered liis attendant to undress his master; ni>on 
which Mr. Hatchway gave him to understand, that 
he had no occasion to incommode his friend, having 
already provided a lodging for himself; and the 
young gentleman demanding an explanation, he 
frankly owned what he had done, saving, “You 
gave me such a dismal account of the place, that I 
could not think of leaving you in it without com- 
pany.” Our young gentleman, who was naturally 
impatient of benefits, and h .(‘saw that this uneoni- 
moii instance of llatcliM’ay’s friendshij) would en- 
croach upon the plan which he had formed for his 
own subsistence, liy engrossing his time and atten- 
tion, so as that he should not he able to prosecute 
his labours, clos(‘ted the lieutenant next day, and 
demonstrated to him the folly and ill consetiuences 
of the step he had taken. He observed, that the 
M'orld ill general would look upon it as the effect 
of mere madness; and, if his relations were so dis- 
posed, they miglit make it the foundation for a 
statute of lunacy against him; that his ahsence from 
the garrison must he a very great d(*trimi*nt to Ids 
private affairs; and, lastly, that liis presence in the 
Fleet would he a very great hindrance to Pickle 
himself, whose hope of regaining his liberty alto- 
gether depend(‘d upon his being detached from all 
company and interrujition. 

To these remonstrances Jack replied, that, as to 
the opinion of the world, it was no more to him 
than a rotten net-line; and if his rtdations had a 
mind to havx* his upper works condeiniied, he did 
not doubt hut he sliould be able to stand the survey, 
without being declared unlit for service ; that he 
had no affairs at the garrison, but such as would 
keep cold ; and with regard to Picklt*’s being in- 
terrupted by his presence, be gave him his word, 
that he would never come alongside of him, except 
when he should give him the signal for holding 
discourse. In conclusion, he signified his resolution 
to stay where he was, at ah events, without making 
himself accountable to any\ erson wluits()ev(‘r.^ 

Peregrine seeing him deti.nnined, desisted from 
any further iinjiortunity ; resolving, however, to 
tire him out of his plan by reserve and supercilious 
neglect; for he could not bear the thought of being 
so notoriously obliged by any person upon earth. 
With this view he quitted the lieutenant, upon some 
slight pret(*nee; after having told him, that he 
i: n 
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could not haTC the pleasure of his company at din- 
ner, because he was engaged with a particular club 
of his fellow-prisoners 

J ack was a stranger to the punctilios of behaviour, 
and therefore did not take this declaration amiss ; 
but had immediate recourse to the advice of his 
counsellor, Mr. Pipes, who proposed, that he should 
go to the coffee-house and kitchen, and give the 
people to understand that he would pay for all such 
liciuor and provisions as Mr. l*icklc should order to 
be sent to his own lodging. This expedient was 
immediately practised ; and as there was no credit 
in the place, Hatchway deposited a sum of money, 
by way of security, to the cook and the vintner, 
intimating, that there was a necessity for taking 
that method of befriending his cousin I’oregrints 
who was subject to strange whims, that rendered it 
impossible to serve liim any other way. 

In consequence of these insinuations, it was that 
same day rumoured about the Eleet, that l\Ir. l*ickle 
was an unhappy gentleman disordered in his under- 
standing, and that the lieutenant was his near 
relation, who had subjected himself to the incon- 
venience of living in a jail, with the sole view of 
keeping a strict eye over his conduct. I’his report, 
however, did not reach the ears of our hero till the 
next day, when he sent one of the runners of the 
Elect, who attended him, to bespeak and pay for a 
couple of pullets, and something else for dinner, to 
which he had already invited his friend Hatchway, 
in hope of being able to persuade him to retire into 
the country, after he had undergone a whole day’s 
mortification in the place. The messenger returned 
with an assurance, that the dinner should be made 
ready according to his directions, and restored the 
money, observing, that his kinsman had paid for 
what was bespoke. 

Peregrine, was equally surprised and disgusted at 
this information, and resolved to chide the lieu- 
tenant severely for his unseasonaMe treat, whieli Ju* 
considered as a thinp, repugnant to his reputation. 
Meanwhile, he despatched his attendant, for wine 
to the coffee-house, arid finding his credit bolstered 
up in that place by the same means, was enraged at 
the presumption of .lack’s friendship. He ques- 
tioned the valet about it with sueli manifestation of 
displeasure, that the fellow, afraid of disobliging 
such a good master, frankly eonnnunicated the 
story which was circulated at his exiieusc. The 
young gentleni^h was so niueli incensed at this 
piece of intelligence, that he wrote a bitter expos- 
tulation to th^ lieutenant, where he not only re- 
tracted his in^ation, but declared that he would 
never converse with him while lie should renuiiu 
within the place. 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of his anger, he 
gave notice to the cook, tluit he should not have 
occasion for what was ordeianl. Repairing to the 
coffee-house, he told the landlord, that whereas he 
understood the stranger with the wooden leg had 
prepossessed him and others with ridiculous notions, 
tending to bring the sanity of his intellects in ([ues- 
tion, and, to conlirm this imputation, had, under 
the pretence of consanguinity, undertaken to defray 
his expenses j he could not help, in justice to him- 
self, declaring, that the same person was, in reality, 
the madman, who had given his keepers the slip ; 
that, therefore, he, the landlord, would not find his 
account in complying with his orders, and encou- 
raging him to trequent his house ; and that, for his 
own part, he would never enter the door, or favour 


him with the least trifle of his custom, if ever he 
should for the future find himself anticipated in his 
payments by that unhappy lunatic. 

The vintner was confounded at this retorted 
charge ; and, after much perplexity and delibera- 
tion, concluded, that both parties were distracted ; 
the stranger in paying a man’s debts against his will, 
and 1‘ickle, in being offended at such forwardness 
of friendship. 

CHAPTER a 

These Associates commit an Assault u])f)n Crabtree, for which 

they arc banished fi om the Fleet. I’erofjrinc begins to feel 
the effects of Confinement. 

Our adventurer having dined at an ordinary, and in 
the afternoon retired to his own apartment, as usual, 
with his friend Oadwallader, Hatchway and Ills asso- 
ciate, after they had been obliged to discuss the 
provision for which they liad paid, renewed their 
conference upon the old subject, Pijies giving his 
messmate to understand, tliat Peregrine’s chief con- 
fident w as the old deaf bachelor, whom he had seen 
at his lodging the jireceding day. Mr. Hatchway, 
ill his great jienctration, discovered, that the young 
gentleman’s obstinacy proceeded from tJie advice of 
the misanthrope, wboin, for that reason, it was their 
business to chastise, l^ijies entered into this opinion 
the more willingly, as he bad all along believed the 
senior to be a sort of wizard, or some caco-demon, 
whom it w'as not very credit able to be acquainted with. 
Indeed, he had been inspired with this notion by the 
insinuations of Hadgi, who bad formerly drojit some 
bints touching Orabtree’s profound knowledge in the 
magic art ; mentioning, in particular, his being jios- 
sessed of the pliilosojdier’s stone ; an assertion to 
■which Tom had given iuqilieit credit, un*il his 
muster w as sent to prison for debt, wlien he could 
no longer suppose ('adw.illader lord of siieli a valu- 
able secret, or (‘Iselie would have certainly jiroeured 
the enlargement of his most intimate frltaul. 

With these sentiments, he espoused the resent- 
ment of Hatchway. Tlii y determined to seize the 
supposed conjurer, with tlie first opjiortLiiiily, on 
his return from bis visit to reregrine, and, wi^liout 
hesitation, exercise uium him the diseijiliue of the 
pump. This plan they would liave exiruted that 
same evening, had not the misanthrope luckily witli- 
drawu himself, by accident, before it was dark, and 
even before they had intelligence of his retreat. 
Put, next day, they kept themselves upon the waieh 
till he appeared, and Pipes lifting his hat, as ('rab- 
tree passed, “(.) d — n ye, old Duuny,” said he, “you 
and I must grajqde by and bye ; and a’gad 1 shall 
lie so near your ipiartcr, that your ear ports will 
let in the sound, tho’f they are double caulked with 
oakum.” 

The misanthrope’s ears were not quite so fiist 
closed, hut that they received this intimation; 
which, tlioiigh delivered in terms tiiat he did not 
well understand, had such an effect upon his appre- 
hension, that he signified his doubts to Peregrine, 
observing, that he (lid not much like the looks of that 
same ruffian wdth the wooden leg. Pickle assured 
him, he had nothing to fear from the two sailors, 
who could have no cause of resentment against him ; 
or, if they had, would not venture to take any step, 
w hicli they knew must block up all the avenues t( 
that reconcilement, about which th(‘y were st 
anxious ; and, moreover, give such offence to. the 
governor of the place as would infallibly induce hai: 
to expel them both from his territories. 
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Xotwithstanding this assurance, the young gentle- 
man was not so confident of the. lieutenant’s dis- 
cretion, as to believe that Crabtree’s fears were 
altogether without foundation ; lu; forthwith con- 
jectured tliat J aek liad taken umbrage at an intimacy 
from wliich he found himself exclmled, and imputed 
his disgrace to the insinuations of (kidwallader, 
whom, in all likelihood, he intended to punish for 
his .su])i)0.sed advice. He UncM his friend could 
sustain no great damage from the lieutenant's re- 
sentment, in a place which lie could immediatelv 
al.irm with his cries, and therefore wished he might 
fall into the sOiire, because it would furnish him 
A\ilh a pretence of eomjdaint ; in consequence of 
which, the sailors would be obliged to shift their 
(piartcrs, so astliat lu* should be rid of theircompany, 
ill which he at pri'sent could find no enjoyment. 

livery thing hajijiciu'd as he had fore.seen; the 
mlsantlirop(‘, m bis retreat from JVrcgrln(‘'.s ebam- 
ber, \ias assaulted by Ilateliway and liis associate, 
Mdu) seized him by the collar without ceremony, 
and l)(‘gan to drag him towards the pump, at which 
they would have* certaiul) complimented him with 
a very disagri'cablc bath, Iiad not lie exnlt(‘d liis 
voice in such a manner, as in a moment brought 
a number of the iiiluibitants, and Pickle bimst'lf, to 
his aid. '^I’in* assailants would have persisted m 
their design, liad the ojipositioii been such as they 
could have faced with any possibility of success : 
nor did they (juit their jirey, bcl’ore a <lozen, at 
least, bad come to his rescue, and l\'regrinc, with a 
menacing asp(‘ct and air of authority, commamlcd 
bis old \alcl to withdraw. Then they thought proper 
to sluer olf, and betake themselves to elose quarters, 
while our hero accompanied tbeafl'nghted Padw’al- 
lader to tin* gate, and exlnbiled t( the w’arden a 
formal e(unplaint against the rioters, upon whom lu* 
rctorti'd the charge of lunae}, wliich w'us supported 
})y the e\ideuee of twenty perMUis, wdio had been 
e\ e-wdtij esses of tlie outrage committed against the 
old gentleman. 

'Phe governor, in eons(‘(|iienee of this information, 
sent a message to INfr. Hatchway, warning him to 
move his lodgings next day, on jiaiii of being ex- 
[lelled. The lieutenant I’oiilnmaeionsly refiiAing to 
comply witli this intimation, was in the morning, 
while he amused himself in walking u])on the Hare, 
snddi*nly surrounded by the constables of the court, 
who took liim and his adherent jinsoners, before 
they w ere aware, and delivered them into the hands 
of the turnkeys, liy whom they w'(*re immediately 
dismissed, and their baggage conveyed to the side 
of tlu* ditch. 

This expulsion was not jierformed without an 
obstinate ojijiosition on tlu* ])art of tin* delinquents, 
who, had they not been surprised, would have set 
the whole Fleet at dc'lianci*, and, in all proliahilily, 
liave acted divers tragedies, before they could have 
been overpowered. 'Idlings being eireunistaiu*t‘d as 
they were, the li(*ntenant did not part with his eon- ' 
duelor without tweaking his nose, by wniy of fare- 
well; and Pipes, in imitation of such a laudable 
example, commimicated a token of i\*nienihrance, 
m an ajiplieation to the sole eye of his attendant, 
who, scorning tohe ont-done in this kind of <*ourtesy, 
returned tin* com[)liment with ^ucli good wdll, that 
d’om’s organ jicrforined tlu* ofiiec of a multiplying 
glass. These were muliial hints for stripping ; and 
accordingly each was naked from tlu* waist upwards 
in a trice. A ring of hulcliers from the market wais 
immediately formed ; a eoiqde of the reverend | 


Fuimen.s, who, in morning gowns, ply for marriages 
in that ijuarter of the town, constituted themselv^ 
seconds and umjiires of the ajiproaching contest, 
the battle began without furllier preparation. ' ^ 
comhatants were, in point of strength and agilit;^ 
pn'tt}’^ equally matched ; hut the jailor had been 
regiuiarly trained to the art <>f bruising : he had 
more than once signalized himself in jiuhlic, hy Ids 
prowess and skill in this exercise, and lost one eye 
upon (he stage iii the course of his exploits. This 
was a misfortune oi‘ whiidi Pipes did not fail to take 
the advantage. He had already sustained several 
hard knocks upon his temples and jaws, and found 
it impraelicahle to smite his antagonist u[)on the 
viefualling olfice, so dexterously^ was it defended 
against assault. He then changed his battery, and 
being amhi- dexter, raised such a clatter upon the 
turnkt*y’s blind side, that tins hero, believing liim 
left handed, eon\(*rted his att(*ntion that way, and 
opposed the unenlightend side of liis face to the 
riglit hand of Pipes, wliich being thus unprovided 
against, slily bestowed upon him a peg under the 
fifth rih, that in an instant laid him senseless on the 
pavt'ment, at the tcet of his con(pu*ror. J’ipes was 
congratulah'd upon his victory, not only hy his 
friend Hatclnvay, hut also hy all the by starul(‘rs, 
particularly the pri(*st who had espoused liis cause, 
and now invited the strangers to his lodgings in a 
neighbouring alehouse*, where they w ere entertained 
so much to their liking, that they (letermined to seek 
no other habitation while they sliould continue in 
town; and, notwithstanding the disgrace and dis- 
couragement they had nu‘t with, in their endea- 
vours to serve our adventurer, Ilu*y were still 
r<*solv<*d to perseven* in their good ofiices, or in the 
vulgar phrase, to see liim out. 

While they setth*d themselves in this manner, 
and ac<piired familiar connexions round all tlie 
purlieus of the ditch, IVrcgrine found himself de- 
prived of the company of (^idwallader, who signi- 
fied, hy letter, that he did not choost* to hazard his 
person again in visiting him, while such assassins 
oecnjiied the avenues through which he imisi pass ; 
for he had been at pains to inquire into the motions 
of the seamen, and informed himself exactly of the 
harbour in which they were moored. 

( )iir hero had hi*oii so much accustomed to tin* 
conversation of ('rahtree, which was altogether 
suitable to the singularity of his own disposition, 
that lu* could very ill afford to lu* debarred of it at 
this juncture, when almost every otlier source of 
enjoyment w'as stopped. He was, howevi'i*, obliged 
to submit to the hardships of his situation ; and as 
the characters of his fellow qirisoru'rs did not at all 
improve upon him, lie was eompelled to seek for 
satisfaction w ithin himself. Not hut that he liad 
an opportunity of conversing w ith some jieople w ho 
neither wanted .sense, nor were delieieiit in point of 
principle ; yet there appeared in the behaviour of 
them all, without exception, a certain want of 
decorum, a squalour of sentiment, a sort of jailish 
east contracted in tlie course of confinement, which 
disgusted the delicacy of our hero’s observation. 
He therefore detached himself from their parties as 
much as he could, without giving offence to those 
amonc: whom he was obliged to live, and resufned 
his labours with iiieredihk* eagerness and perse- 
verance, Ills spirits being supported hy the success 
f some severe l^hilippivs^ which he occasionally 
published against the author of Ids misfortune. 

Kor was his humanity iinijmployed in the vaca- 
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tions of his revenge. A man must be void of all 


most presented to his view such lamentable scenes 
as were most likelj^to attract Ins notice, and engage 
his benevolence. Kcverses of fortune, attended 
with the most deplorable circumstances of domestic 
woe, were continually intruding upon his acquaint- 
ance; his ears were invaded with the cries of the 
hapless wife, who, from the enjoyment of affluence 
and pleasure, was forced to follow her husband to 
this abode of wretchedness and want ; his eyes were 
every minute assailed with the naked and meagre 
appearances of hunger and cold; and his fancy 
teemed with a thousand aggravations of their 
misery. 

Thus situated, his purse was never shut while his 
heart remained open. Without reflecting upon the 
slenderness of his ston*, he exercised his charity to 
all the children of distress, and acquired a popu- 
larity, which, though pleasing, was far from being 
profitable. In short, his bounty kept no pace with 
his circumstances, and in a litth* time he wuis 
utterly exhausted. He had recourse to his book- 
seller, from whom, with great difficulty, he obtained 
a small reinforcement; and immediately relapsed 
into the same want of retention. He was conscious 
of his infirmity, and found it incurable. He fon*- 
saw that by his own industry he should never he 
able to defray the expense of these oceasions ; and 
this reflection sunk deep into his mind. 'Phe 
approbation of the public, which he had earned or 
might accjuire, like a cordial often repeated, began to 
lose its eftect upon his imagination ; his health 
suflerodhy his sedentary life and aust(‘re api'lieation ; 
his eyesight failed, his appetite forsook him, his 
spirits decayed ; so that he became melaneholy, 
listless, and altogether incajiahle of prosecuting the 
only means be had l(*ft for his subsistence ; and 
(what did not at all contribute to the alleviation of 
these particulars) he was given to understand by 
his lawyer, that he liad lost his cause, and w^as 
condemned in costs. Even this was not the most 
mortifying piece of intelligence he received ; he at 
tlie same time learned that his bookseller was 
bankrupt, and his friend ('rabtree at the point of 
death. 

These wore comfortable eonsiderations to a youth 
of Peregrine’s disposition, v hieh was so capricious, 
that the more his misery increased, the more 
haughty and inflexible he became, Hat her than be 
beholden to Hatchway, w ho still hovered about the 
gate, eager for an opportunity to assist him, he 
chose to undergo the want of almost every conve- 
nience of life, and actually pledged his wearing 
apparel to an Irish pawnbroker in the Fleet, for 
money to purchase those things, w-ithout wdiieh he 
must have absolutely perished. He was gradually 
irritated by his misfortunes into a rancorous resent- 
ment against matikind in general, and his heart so 
alienated from the enjoyments o!* life, that he did 
not care how soon he quitted his miserable exist- 
ence. Though he had shocking examples of the 
vicissitudes of fortune continual Ij' before his eyes, 
he could never be reconciled to the idea of living 
like his fellow-sufferers, in the most abject degree 
of dependence. If he refused to aeeejit of favours 
from his own allies and intimate friends, whom he 
l\ad formerly obliged, it is not to be supposed that 

would listen to proposals of that kind from any 


of his fellow-pnsoners, with whom he had con- 
tracted acquaintance. He was even more cautious 
than ever of incurring obligations ; he now shunned 
his former messmates, in order to avoid disagree- 
able tenders of friendship. Imagining that he per- 
ceived an inclination in the clergyman to learn the 
state of his finances, he discouraged and declined 
the explanation, and at length secluded himself 
from all society. 

CHArTEIl CT. 

He receives an uncxpec'ted Visit ; and the clouds of Misfor- 
tune to sepdrate. 

While he pined in this forlorn condition, with an 
equal abhorrence of the world and liimsell', Cnidain 
Clauntlet arrived in town in order to employ his 
interest for promotion in the army ; and in con- 
sequence of his w ife’s partieiihir desire, made it his 
business to inquire for IVregrine, to whom he 
longed to be reconciled, even though at the expense 
of a slight submission. Hut he could hear no tidings 
of him, at the place to which he was directed ; and, 
on the supjHisition that our hero had gone to ri'side 
in the country, applied himself to his oy n business, 
w'ith intention to renew his inquiries, after that 
affair should be transacted. He communicated his 
demands to his supposed patron, who had assumed 
the merit of making him a captain, and been gra- 
tified with a valuable present on that consideration ; 
and w’as cajoled with hopes of succeeding m his 
present aim by the same interest. 

INleanwhile, he became acquainted with one of 
the clerks belonging to the w ar-ofliee, whose advice 
and assistance, he was told, would he a furtherance 
to his scheme. As he had occasion to discourse 
with this gentleman ujion the circumstances of his 
expectation, he U'arned that the nobleman, upon 
whom he depended, was a person of no conse- 
quence in the state, and altogether incapable of 
assisting him in his advancement. At the same 
time, his counsellor expressed his surjinsi* that 
Captain Gauntlet did not rather interest in his 
cause the noble peer to whose good ofliees he owTd 
his last commission. 

This remark introduced an explanation, by which 
Giulfrey discovered, to his infinite astonishment, 
the mistake in which he had continued so long w ith 
regard to his patron; though he could not divine 
the motive which induced a nobleman, with whom 
he had no acquaintance or connexion, to interposi' 
his influence in his behalf. Whatsoever that might 
lx*, he thought it was his duty to make his ackiiou- 
ledgmciit ; and for that purpose wcuit next morning 
to his house, where he was politely received, ami 
given to iindcrstand that Mr. Pickle w'as the person 
to whose friendship he was indebted for his last 
promotion. 

Inexpressible were the transports of gratitude, 
affection, and remorse, that took possession of the 
soul of Gauntlet, when this mystery was unfolded. 
“Good Heaven!” cried he, lifting up his hands, 
“have 1 lived so long in a state of animosity wdth 
my benefactor? 1 intended to have reconciled 
myself at any rate before 1 was sensible of this 
obligation, hut now I shall not enjoy a moment’s 
quiet until 1 have an opjiortunity of expressing to 
him my sense of his heroic friendship. 1 presume, 
from the nature of the favour conferred u])on him 
! in my behalf, that Mr. Pickle is well knowm to your 
lonlship; and I should think myself extremely 
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happy if you could inform me in what part of the 
fountry he is to be found; for the person with 
whom he lodged some time ago could give me no 
intelligence of his motions.” 

'I'lie nobleman, touclied with this instance of 
generous st'lf-denial in Peregrine, as well as vrith 
the sensibility of his friend, lamented the unhap- 
jiiness of our hero, wdiile he gave Gauntlet to 
understand that he had been long disordered in his 
intellects, in consequence of having squandered 
away his fortune ; and that his creditors had throwm 
him into the El(*et prison ; hut whether he still 
fontlrmed in that confinement, or was released from 
his misforlunes hy death, his lordship did not know, 
because be liad never imjuired. 

Godfre} no sooner received this intimation, tlian, 
his blood boiling with grief and impatience, he 
craved jiardon for his abrupt departure ; then qiiit- 
/iig Ills informer on tlie instant, reiinha»‘ked in liis 
liackney-eoaeh, and ordered hiinsidf to hv com e> ed 
<lirectly to the Eleet. As the vehicle proee(‘ded 
along one side of the market, he was surprised with 
the ap]>earanee of Ilatchv\ay and Pijics, who stood 
{•heapening canlifiowers at a green stall, their heads 
hmng eased in worsted night-eajis, half covered 
with llieir liats, and a short tobaeeo-jiipe in the 
mouth of each. He was rejoiced at sight of the 
two si-amen, which he took for a hafipy onum of 
tinding liis friend ; and, ordering the coachman to 
stop the carriage, called to the lieutenant by his 
name, .lack leplying with an hilloali, looking 
behind Inin, and recognising the face of hii old 
acquaintance, ran up to the coach with great eager- 
ne^^. Shaking the ca])1ain heartily by the hand, 
“ ( )dds heart !” said lie, “ J am glad thou hast fallen 
ill with us; we shall now be able to lind the trim 
of the vessel, and lay lier about on +’oth(‘r tack. 
For niy own part, J have liad many a con.sort in 
111 }' time, that is, in the way of good fellow.ship, 
and I alw'a}S made a shift to ware’ein at one time 
or auolher. Put this lieadstrong toad will neither 
olx'V the helm nor the sheet; and for aiighi I know, 
will founder where a lies at anchor.” 

(iaiintiet, wdio conceived jiart of his meaning, 
alighted immediately ; and being conducted to the 
sailor’s lodging, w'as itiforiiied of ev^ry thing that 
)iad passed between tlie lieutenant and Pickle. He, 
in his turn, eonmiunicated to .lack the discovery 
-whieh he had made, with regard to his coininission ; 
at w hich the otluM’ gave no signs of surprise, but, 
taking the pijn* troni Ids mouth, “Why look )re, 
captain,” .said he, “that’s not the only good turn 
you have owed him. 'fliat same money jou re- 
ceived from the cnnimodore as an old debt, was all 
a sham, contrived by Pickle for your service; but 
a’wool drive under Ids bare })oles without sails and 
rigging, or a mess of provision on board, rather 
than lake the same assistance from another man.” 

Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrined at 
th(‘ knowledge of this anecdote; which gave um- 
brage to his pride, while it .stimulated his desire of 
doing something in return for the obligation. He 
inquired into the present circumstances of the 
prisoner, and understanding that he was indis- 
])osed, mid but indilferently provided with the com- 
mon necessaries of life, though still deaf to all 
offers of assistance, began to be extremely con- 
cerned at the account of his savage obstinacy and 
pride, which vyould, he feared, exclude him from 
tin* privilege of relieving him in his distress. 
However, he resolved to leave no expedient un- 


tried, that might have any tendency to surmount 
such destructive prejudice ; and entering the jail, 
was directed to the apartment of the wretched 
prisoner. He knocked softly at the door, and, 
when it was opened, started hack with horror and 
aston shmeut. I'lic figure that jiresented itself to 
his view was the remains of his once happy friend; 
but so ini.serably altered and disguised, that his 
features w’en* scarce eognizahle. 'J'he florid, the 
.sprightly, the gay, the elevated youth, was now 
inetainorpho.sed into a wan, dejected, meagre, squalid 
spectre; the hollow-eyed representative of dis- 
temper, indigence, and despair. Yet his eyes re- 
tained a certain ferocity, wliich threw a dismal 
gleam athwart the cloudiness of his aspect, and he, 
in silence, viewed his old companion with a look 
helokeiiiiig confusion and disdain. As for Gauntlet, 
lie could not, without emotion, luOiold such a woful 
reverse of fate, in a person for whom he entertained 
the noblest seiitimei'ts of friendship, gratitude, and 
esteem; his sorrow was at first too big for utter- 
ance, and li<> shed a flood of teai’S before he could 
pronouuee one word. 

Peregriru*, in spite of his misanthropy, could not 
helj) liemg affected with this uncommon testimony 
of reganl ; hut lie strove to stifle his sensations. 
His lirow’s contracted themselves into a severe 
frown ; his eyes kindled into the appearance of live 
coals. He waved with his hand in signal for God- 
frey to he gone, and leave such a wretch as him to 
the mi.series of his fate ; and, finding nature too 
strong to be siqijiressed, uttered a deep groan, and 
weeped aloud. 

The soldier seeing him thus melted, unable to 
restrain the strong iiiqmlse of liis affection, sprung 
towards, and clasjuiig him in his arms, “My dearest 
friend, and best benef'uetor,” said he, “ I am come 
hither to humble myself for the oflence 1 was so 
unhappy as to give at our last jiarting ; to heg a 
reconciliation, to thank you for the es'se and afflu- 
ence 1 have enjoyed tlirough your means, and to 
rescue you, in sjiitc of yourself^ from tliis melan- 
choly situation ; of which, but an hour ago, I was 
utterly ignorant. Do not deny me the satisfaction 
of acipiitting myself in jioiut of duty and obligation. 
You must certainly hav^e had some regard for a 
person in whose favour you have exerted yourself 
so inueh ; and if any part of that esteem remains, 
jouw'ill not refuse him an ojiportunity of approving 
himself in some measure worthy of it. Let me not 
suffer the most mortifying of all repulses, tliat of 
slighted friendship; liut kindly sacrifice your re- 
.sentraent and inflexibility to the reijuest of one who 
is at all times ready to sacrifice his life for your 
honour and advantage. If you will not yield to 
my entreaties, have some regard to the wishes of 
my Sophy, who laid me under the strongest in- 
junction.s to solicit >our forgiveness, even before she 
knew how much I was indebted to your genero.sity ; 
or, if th^t consideration should be of no weight, 1 
hope you will relax a little for the sake of poor 
Emilia, whose resentment Iiatli been long subdued 
by her affection, and who now droops in secret at 
your neglect.” 

Every word of this address, delivered in the most 
pathetic manner, made an impression upon the 
mind of I’eregrine. He was affected with the sub- 
mission of his friend, v.ho, in reality, had given 
him no just cause to complain. lie knew that no 
ordinary motive had swayed him to a condescen • 
sion so extraordinary in a man of his puncdlioui 
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temper. ITe considered it, therefore, as the genuine 
effect of eager gratitude and disinterested love, and 
his heart began to relent accordingly. When ne 
heard himself conjured in the name of the gentle 
Sophy, his obstinacy was quite overcome; and 
when Emilia was recalled to his remembrance, his 
whole frame underwent a violent agitation. lie 
took his friend by the hand, with a softened look ; 
and, as soon as he recovered the faculty of sjieeeh, 
which had been overpowered in the eonlliet of 
passions that transported him, i)rot(‘sted, that he 
retained no vestige of animosity, hut considered 
liim in the light ol'aii affectionate comrade, tlie lies 
oi‘ whose friendsliip adversity couhl not unbind, 
lie meutioiK'd So[)hy in the most respectful terms ; 
spoke of Emilia with the most reverential awe, as 
the object of his inviolable Ioac and veneration; 
but disclaimed all hope of ever more attracting lier 
regard, and excused liimself from profiting by (God- 
frey's kind intention; declaring, with a resolute 
air, that he had broke off all eoimexion with man- 
kind, and that he iiupatumlly longed for the hour 
of his dissolution, Avhich, if it should not soon 
arrive by the course of nature, he was resolveil to 
hasten it with his own hands, rather than he ex- 
posed to the contempt, and more intolerable pity of 
a rascally world. 

(iauntlet argueil against this frantic deti'nnina- 
tioii with ail the vehemence of expostulating fnend- 
shi)i ; hut his remonstrances did not produce llie 
desired effect upon our desperate hero, who calmly 
refuted all his arguments, and asserted the rectitude 
of his design from the pretended maxims of reason 
and true philoso])hy. 

While this dispute w'as carried on with eagerness 
on om‘ hide, and deliberation on the other, a letbT 
was hi'ought to Pert'grine, who tlirew it carelessly 
aside iiiiojiened, though the superserijition Avas in 
an handwriting to vliieh he Avas a stranger; and, 
in all ])r()h,ff)ility, the contents Avould never Inue 
been perused, had not (Iauntlet insisted njxm his 
A-iaiving all I’ereinony, and reading it fortliAAith. 
Thus solieite<h I'ickle unsealed the billet, which, 
to his no small surprise, eontaiued the following in- 
timation : — 

“ Mu. ? IMcKLi:, 

“ Sni, — Thisconu’s to nilorni that, alter many dangers 

ami di.sappoiiitmcnts, 1 ,im, by the blossiii}' ol Clod, s.ifcly 
anived in llu* Downs, on boaid of the Clombcroon Indiain.in, 
b.miif,' made a toleijihlo vov.ik<‘, hy whu h J hope I sli.dl be 
enabled loiep.i\, \\nli iriteiest, the seven bundred jiounds 
A'liieli I borrowed of you belore my dep.irtnie from Eiifi^land 
1 fake Ibis opportnnit\ of wiitiiiR liy our purser, who j^oes 
expiess wiih dt .sjiatches for tlu Cornpanv. Ih.at >ouina\ have 
tiH^ satisfactory notice as soon as possible, reiatm>i to out 
whom I suppose .you liave loiiit f^iven ovei as lost. I ha\e 
enclosed it m a h*tt( r to my broker, who, 1 hope, knows jour 
address, and will forward it aecordin;j:ly. Ami 1 am, with 
respeel, Sir, your most huiiihlc servant, 

“Itr.NJAMiN Chintz.” 

lie had no sooner taken a cursory view of this 
agreeable epistle, than his countenance cleared up, 
and, reaciiiiig it to his friend, with a smile, “ There,” 
said he, “ is a more convincing argument, on your 
side of the question, than all the casuists in the 
mit verse can advance.” (iauntlet, wondering at 
this observation, took the paper, and, casting his 
eyes greedily upon the contents, congratulated him 
ipon the receipt of it, w ith extravagant demonstra- 
tions of jny. “>Joi on account of the sum,” said 
he, “Avhieli, upon my honour, I would witii plea- 
sure pay three times o\cr for your eouveiiienee and 
satisfaction ; but because it seems to have recon- 


ciled you to life, and disposed your mind for enjoy- 
ing the eomforts of society.” 

'I'he instantaneous effect Avltieb this unexpected 
smile of fo'^iiiie produced in the appearance of our 
adventurer is altogether inconceivable ; it jilnrnjied 
up his cheeks in a moment, unbended and eii- 
liglifened every feature of his face ; elevated his 
head, w hieli had begun to sink, as it Avere, hetw'een 
his shoulders; and from a squeaking di^pirited 
tone, sAyelled it]) his voice to a clear manly accent, 
(lodfrey, taking advantage of this favourable 
change, began to regale him A\ilh prospects of lu- 
tiire success, lie remindt'd him of his youth and 
qiialitications, Avltich were certainly designed for 
better days than those lie had as yet seen ; iie 
pointed out various ]iaths by Avhich lie might ar- 
rive at wealth and reimtatum ; ht* importuned him 
to accept of a sum for Ins immediate occasions ; and 
earnestly begged that he Avoiild alloAv him to dis- 
charge the debt for Ayliieh he was coniined, ob- 
serving, that So])hy’s fortune had enabled him to 
exhibit that proof of his gratitude, Avithout any de- 
triment to his affairs ; and protesting that he should 
not belicA'C himself in jiossession of ]\Ir. EieUle’s 
esteem, iiiiiess h(‘ w as jicnnitted to make some such 
return of good Ay ill to the man, avIiu had not only 
raised him from indigence and scorn, to conipe- 
tenee and reputable rank, but also emjiovvered him 
to obtain till* ])ossessi()n of an excellent Avonian, 
Avho had filled iqi the measure of Ins felicity. 

reregnne d(‘elai’ed himself already overpaid for 
all his good offiet'S, hy lh(‘ pleasuie he enjoyed in 
employing them, and the happy effects the}- had 
produced in the mutual satisfaction of two jiersons 
so dear to his aff’eelion ; and assured his friend, 
that one lime or other he Avonld set his conscience 
at ease, and remove the scruples ol* his honour, hy 
having recourse to his assistance; hut at present 
he could not make usi* of Ins tneiidship, wdtliout 
giAingjust cause of offence to honest Hatchway, 
Avho was [irior to him in point of solicilatioii, and 
luid manilested his attachment A\ith surprising ob- 
stinacy and perseverance. 

ciiArTEji cir. 

Perc}::;riiie icconnh s hiiiisi'ir to Ihc Lieutenant, and renew r. 
luh Counexiun wilh Six let} — l)ivt.i!s Pl.ms are projected 
m his lieh.iU, and helms oeeasion to exhihil a remarkable 

jirool of Sell-dciiKd 

Tiik captain, with reluctance, } ielded the ]>refer- 
eiice in tins particular to .Jack, who Avas imniedi- 
diately inAuted to a confereiiee, b} a note siihserihed 
with Pickle’s own hand, lie was found at the 
prison-gate Avaiting for (Jauntlet, to knoAV the issue 
of his negotiation, lie no sooner received this 
summons, than he set all his sails, and made the 
best of his way to liis friend’s apartment ; being 
admitted hy the turnkey, in eouseqnenee of Pere- 
grine's request, coinmunieated hy the messenger 
who earned tin* billet. Tijies folIoAved close in the 
wake of his ship-mate ; and, in a few minutes after 
the note had been despatched, Teregrini; and 
(Jauntlct heard the sound of the stump, ascending 
the wooden staircase with such veloeily, that they 
at first mistook it for the ajiplieation of drum-sticks 
to the head of an emjity barrel. This uncommon 
.speed, however, Av as attended a\ ith a misfortune; 
he chanecxl to oA^erlook a small defeot in one of the 
.steps, and his jirop jihiiiging into a liolc, he fell 
backwards, to the imminent danger of liis lif<\ 
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Torn was luckily at his back, and sustained him in 
his arms, so as that he escaped without an^ other 
damapee than the loss of his wooden le^if, which was 
snapt in the middle, hy tlie weight of liis body in 
falling ; and such was liis impatience, tliat he would 
not give himself the trouble to disengage the frac- 
tiire(l member, irnbuckhngthe whole eipiipage in 
a trice, he left it sticking in the crevice, saying, a 
rotten cable was not 'worth licaving up, and, in this 
natural state of mutilation, hop[)ed into the room 
witli infinite expedition. 

I’eregrine, taking him cordially by the hand, 
seated him upon one side of his bed; and, after 
having made an apology for that reserve of which 
he had so justly complained, asked if he could con- 
veniently accommodate him with the loan of twenty 
guineas. 'J’he lieutenant, Avithoiit oiiening his 
mouth, pulled out his purse ; and Pipes, who over- 
heard the demand, applying the whistle to his lips, 
])crformed a loud overture, in token of his joy. 
JMatters being thus brought to an aceoinmodation, 
our hero told the cajitain, that he should he glad of 
his eompauy at dinner, with their common friend 
JIatehway, if he would in the mean time leave him 
to the niinistry of l*ipes ; and the soldier went 
away for th(‘ present, in order to ])ay a short visit 
fo his unele, who at that time languished in a de- 
clining state of health, promising to return at the 
ajipoiuted hour. 

The lieiitenaiit, having surveyed the dismal ap- 
])earanee of his friend, could not lielp being moved 
at tli(‘ s]>eetaele, and began to upbraid him with his 
obstinate pride, which, he swore, was no better than 
self-murder. But \ tie young gent leman interrupted 
him ill th(‘ course of liis moralising,, liy telling him 
he had reasons for his conduct, which, perhiijis, he 
would inijiart in due season; hut, at ])resent, his 
design was to alter that jilan of behaviour, and 
make himself sonic amends for the misery he had 
undergone, lie accordingly sent I’ipes to redeem 
his clothes from tlie pawnbroker’s -wardrobe, and 
hc'speak sometliiiig eomfortahlc for dinner. When 
Godfrey came liaek, he was very agreeably sur- 
prised to see such a favourable alteration in his 
>'xternals ; for, by the assistance of his valet, he had 
purified himself from the dregs of his dit>tress, and 
now apjieared in a decent suit, with clean linen, 
while his face was disimcumhered of the hair that 
oversliadowed it, and his apartment prepared for 
the reception of coniinin}^ 

'Fhey enjoyed their meal with great satisfaction, 
entertaining one another with a reea])it illation of 
their former adventures at the garrison. In the 
aftemoon, Gauntlet taking liis leave, in order to 
w^rite a letter to his sister, at the desire of his uncle, 
who, finding his end approaching, w^anted to see 
her without loss of time, Peregrine made his ap- 
pearance on the Bare, and w'as comjilimented on 
his coming abroad again, not-only hy liis old m(*ss- 
Tuates, who had not seen him for many weeks, hut 
by a number of those objects whom liis liberality 
had fed, before his funds w’crc exhausted. Hatch- 
way was, hy his interest with the w arden, put in 
possession of his former fjuarters, and Pipes de- 
spatched to make inquiry about Crahtreu at his 
former lodging, where he learned that the misan- 
thrope, after a very severe fit of illness, was 
removed to Kensington Gravel Pits, for the con- 
venience of breathing a purer air than tliat of 
London. 

In conserpicnce of this information. Peregrine, 


who knew the narrowness of the old gentleman’s 
fortune, next day desired his friend Gauntlet to 
take the trouble of visiting him, in his name, with 
a letter, in wliich he expressed great concern for 
his indisposition, gave him notice of the fortunate 
intelligence he had received from the Downs, and 
conjured him to make use of his purse, if he was in 
the least liampered in his circumstances. The 
captain took coach immediately, and std out for 
the place, according to the direction which Pipes 
had procured. 

Cadwallader, having seen him at Rath, knew him 
again at first sight; and, though reduced to a 
skeleton, believed himself in such a fair way of 
doing w'ell, that he would have accompanied him 
to the Fleet immediately, had he not been re- 
strained hy his nurse, who was, hy his physician, 
invested with full autliority to dispute and oppose 
his will in every thing that she should think iirc- 
judicial to his health ; for he was considered, by 
those who had the care of him, as an old humourist, 
not a little distempered in his brain. He inquired 
particularly about the smlors, who, he said, had de- 
terred him from carrying on his usual correspond- 
ence with Pickle, and been the immediate cause of 
his indisposition, by terrifying him into a fever. 
Understanding that the breach between i’ickle and 
Hatchway was happily cemented, and that he was 
no long(*r in any danger from the liimtenant’s re- 
sentmenf, he promised to be at the Fleet w ith the 
first convenient opportunity ; and, in the mean 
time, wrote an answ'er to Peregrine’s letter, im* 
porting, that he was obliged to him for his offer, 
hut hiul not the least occasion for his assistance. 

In a few days, our adventurer recovered his 
vigour, complexion, and vivacity ; he mingled 
again in tin* diversions and parties of the place ; 
and he received, in a little time, the money he had 
lent upon bottomry, wliich, together with the in- 
terest, amounted to upwards of eleven liimdrcd 
pounds. The possession of this sum, while it buoyed 
up his spirits, involved him in perplexity. Some- 
times he thought it was ineumhent on him, as a mail 
of honour, to employ the greatest part of it in di- 
minishing the debt for which he suffered ; on the 
other hand, he considered that obligation effaced, 
hy the treacherous behaviour of his creditor, wdio 
had injured liim to ten times the value of the sum; 
and, in these sentiments, entertained thoughts ot 
attempting his escape from prison, m ith a view of 
conveying himself, with the shipwreck of his for- 
tune, to another country, in which he might use it 
to better advantage. 

Both suggestions were attended -with such doubts 
and difficulties, that he hesitated between them, and 
for the present laid out a thousand pounds in stock, 
the interest of wliich, together with the fruits of 
his own industry, he hoped, would support him 
above want in his confinement, until something 
should occur that w ould point out the expediency 
of some other determination. CJanntlet still insisted 
upon having the honour of obtaining his liberty, at 
the expense of taking up his notes to Glcanum, and 
exhorted him to purchase a commission with part 
of the money which he had retrieved. The lieu- 
tenant affirmed, that it was his privilege to procure 
the release of his cousin Fickle, because he enjoyed 
a very handsome sum hy his aunt, -which of right 
belonged to the young gentleman, to whom he was, 
moreover, indebted for the use of his furniture, and 
for the very house that stood over his head ; and 
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that, although he had already made a will in his 
favour, he should never be satisfied, nor easy in his 
mind, so long as he remained deprived of his liberty, 
and wanted any of the conveuiences of life. 

Cadwallader, who by this time assisted at their 
councils, and was best acquainted with the pecu- 
liarity and unbending disposition of the youth, pro- 
posed, that, seeing he was so averse to obligations, 
Mr. Hatchway should purchase of him the garrison 
w'ith its appendages, which, at a moderate price, 
would sell for more money than would be sufficient 
to discharge his debts; that, if the servile subordi- 
nation of the army did not suit his inclinations, he 
might, with his reversion, buy a comfortable an- 
nuity, and retire with him to the country, where he 
might live absolutely independent, and entertain 
himself, as usual, with the ridiculous clmracters of 
mankind. 

This plan w as to Pickle less disagreeable than 
any other jiroject which as 3’et had been suggi'sted ; 
and the lieutenant declared himself ready to exe- 
cute his part of it wdthout delay ; but the soldier 
was mortified at the thoughts of seeing his assist- 
ance unnecessary, and eagerly objected to the 
retirement, as a scheme that would blast the fairest 
promises of fame and fortune, and bury his youth 
and talents in solitude and obscurity. T'his earnest 
opposition 011 the part of Gauntlet hindered onr 
adventurer from forming any immediate resolution, 
which w'as also retarded by his unw ilUngness to 
part with the garrison upon any terms, because he 
looked upon it as a part of his inherilanci*, wliieh 
he eould not dispose of without eoinmitting an in- 
sult u])oii the memory of the deceased commodore. 

CHAPTER CHI. 

He is enfragedin a very extraordinary Con cspondeiicc,vihi(b 
is intenupted by a very unexpected Event. 

Winu: this affair w as in agitation, the captain told 
him in the course of conversation, that Emilia was 
arrived in town, and had inquired about Mr. Pickle 
with such ail eagerness of eoneern, as seemed to 
jiroelaim that she was m some measure informed of 
his misfortune ; he therefore desired to know' if he 
might be allowed to make her aeijuainted with his 
situation, provided he should be again inquuMnned 
by her on that subject, wliieh he had at first indus- 
triously waived. 

This proof, or rather jiresumption, of her .sym- 
pathizing regard, did not fail to operate powerfully 
upon the bosom of Peregrine, which was imme- 
diately filled with those tumults which love, ill 
stilled, freipiently excites. He observed, that bis 
disgrace was such as could not be effectually con- 
cealed : therefore he saw' no reason for depriving 
himself of Emilia’s compassion, since he was 
for ever excluded from her affection ; and desired 
( iodfrey to present to his sister the lowly respects 
of a despairing lover. 

Hut, notwithstanding his declaration of despond- 
ence on this head, his imagination involuntarily 
tt'Oined with more agreeable ideas. The proposal 
of (’rabtree bad taken root in his reflection, and he 
eould not help forming plans cf pastoral felicity in 
the arms of the lovely Emilia, remote from those 
pompous scenes which he now detested and de- 
spised. He amused his fancy wdth the prosjiect of 
being able to support her in a state of independency, 
by menus of the slender annuity which it was in 
his» p.wer to purchabc, together with the fruits of 


those endeavours wdiich would profitably employ 
his vacant hours ; and foresaw provision for his 
growing faTiiily in the friendship of the lieiPenarit, 
who had already constituted him his heir. He even 
parcelled out his hours among the necessary cares 
of the world, the jilcasures of domestic bliss, and 
the enjoyments of a country life; and spent the 
night in ideal parties with his chanuing bride, 
.sometimes walking by the sedgy bank of some 
transparent stream, scuiielimes pruning tlie luxu- 
riant vine, and sometimes sitting in social converse 
with her in a shady grove of bis own jilunting. 

These, however, w ere no more than the shadow y 
phantoms of iinagiiiation, which, he well knew, 
would never be realized; not that be believed such 
happiness unattainable by a person in his circum- 
stances, but because he w ould not stoop to propose 
a. .sebeme which might, in any shape, seem to inter- 
fere W'ith the interest of Emilia, or subject himself 
to a repuls(‘ from that young lady', who liad rejected 
his addresses in the zenith of his fortune. 

While be diverted himself wdth these agreeable 
reveries, an unexjieeted event intervened, in wdiich 
she and biu* brother w ere deeply'^ interested. The 
uncle was tapped for tiie dropsy, and died in a few 
days after the opiTation, having beijiieathed, in his 
will, five thousand pounds to his nephew, and twice 
that sum to his niece, who had always enjoyed the 
greatest share of his favour. 

If our adventurer, beibre this occurrenee, looked 
upon his love for Emilia as a passion "which it was 
necessary, at any rate, to conquer or suj)press, he 
now considered her accession of fortune as a eir- 
cumstanee winch confirmed that iieet‘ssity, and re- 
solved to discourage i‘\ery thought on that subject 
which should tend to the jiropagatioii of hope. ()ne 
day, ill the midst of a conversation calculated for 
the purpose, (Jodfrey put into las hand a letter di- 
rected to JNlr. riekle, in the liandw’riting of Emilia, 
wliieh the youth no sooner recognized, than his 
eheek.s were covered "^vitli a crimson dye, and he 
began to trenibU* with violent agitation ; for lie at 
onei* guessed the import of the billet, which he 
kissed with great reverence and devotion, and was 
not at all surjirised hen he read the following 
words ; — 

“ Sill, — I have perlorniecl a suffiriiMit sariifice tomv lepn- 
talioii, HI rt’tainiiip hitherto the appearance ot that resent - 
HU lit whu'li I h.id lun^ ago dismissed ; and as the late 
faiourahle change in my situation eniiiowers me to avow iny 
gemiine seiitinuTits, without lear ot ceiisuic, 01 siispu ion ol‘ 
iiieiceiiaiy dt“..igii, I take this opportunity to assuie >011, that, 
if I stdl maiiitam that place in jour heart which 1 was vain 
enough to think 1 once possessed, 1 am wil ing to make the 
first advances to an acconnnodation, and have actually Jui- 
iHshed my hrorhi'r with full powers to conclude it in the name 
ol your appeased “ Emilia.” 

Pickle, having kissed the subscription with great 
ardour, fell upon Ins knees, and lifting up his eyes, 
“Thank Heaven!” cried be, witli an air of tran- 
sport, “ 1 have not been mistaken in my opinion of 
that generous maid. J believed her inspired with 
the most dignified and heroic sentiments, and now 
she gives me a convincing proof of her magnani- 
mity. It is now my business to aiijirove myself 
w'orthy of her regard. May Heaven inflict upon 
me the keenest arrows of its vengeance, if I do not, 
at this instant, coiitenqilate the character of Emilia 
-with the most perfect love and adoration; yet, 
amiable and eiicbanting as she is, 1 am, mere than 
ever, determined to sacrifice the interest of my 
passion to my glory, though my life should fail in 
the contest ; and even to refuse an offer, which. 
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otherwise, the whole universe should not bribe me 
to forcf^o.” 

7’his declaration was not so unexpected as un- 
welcome to his friend Gauntlet, who rei)resented 
that his glory was not at all interested in the affair ; 
because he had already vindicated his generosity 
in repeated protlers to lay his whole fortune at 
Emilia’s feet, when it was impossible that any thing 
selfisli could enter into the proposal ; but that, in 
rejecting her jiresent purpose, he would give the 
world an opportunity to say, that his pride w^as 
eaprlelous, his obstinacy invincible ; and his sister 
would have undeniable reason to believe, that either 
Ins passion for her was dissembled, or the ardour 
of it considerably abated. 

In answer to these remonstrances, rickle observed, 
that he had long set the world at (hifiance ; and as 
to the opinion of Emilia, he did not doubt that she 
would applaud in her heart the resolution he had 
taken, and do justice to the jnirity of his intention. 

It was not an easy task to divert our hero from 
his designs at any time of life ; but, since his con- 
lineinent, liis inflexibility w’as become almost in- 
surmountabh*. The captain, therefore, after having 
discharged his conscience, in assuring him that his 
sister’s happiness was at stake, that liis mother had 
aiiprov ed of the step she liad taken, and that he 
himself sliould he extremely mortified at his refusal, 
forbore to press him with further argument, which 
served only to rivet him the more strongly in his 
o\Mi ojiiiiiori, and undertook to deliver tins answer 
to Emilia's letter. 

“ M adatvi- That I revere the dipiuly of vmir Mitm* vith 
the utmost Neiieiation, anil love you inliintcly nioretlian life, 
1 am at all times ready to deinont.trate , but the saciihce to 
honrmt It l^ now my turn to jiay ; and such is the iifroui of 
my ih'stiny, fliat, in older to justify your ffeiieiositj, 1 must 
rt lust* to profit by your eondcsi i iision l^Tadam, I am doonitd 
to be for e/er wietclied; and to hi}th wilho’lt ceasing tor the 
possession of that jewel, whieh, thouf'l' n<*w tn my ollei, I 
dare tint enjoy. I shall not pn tend to expiess flie ariffuish 
Unit liars niv heuit. whilst 1 eoniniuiucate this l.itil reiiim- 
ciation, but appeal to llu deli(at> ol youroun sentiments, 
Mhieh can judpe of my sullennus, and will, doubtless, do 
justice to the self-denial of your forlorn “ I’ Pii kll ” 

Jomilla, who knew the iiicidy of oiir hero’s pride, 
had foreseen the purport of this epistle before it 
came to her hands ; slie did not, therefore, despair 
of success, noi desist from the jirosecution of her 
]>!aij, whh'h was no other than that of securing her 
own happiness, in espousing the man upon uliom 
she had fixed her unalterable afi'ectioii, (’onfident 
of his honour, and fully satisfied of the mutual pas- 
sion w ith which they w'crc inspired, she gradually 
decoy ed him into a literary correspondence, yvherein 
she attemjited to refute the arguments on whieh he 
grounded his refusal ; and, yv it bout doubt, the young 
genlletnan wms not a little pleased with the enjoy- 
ment of such delightful commerce, in the course of 
winch he had, more than ever, an opportunity of 
•idmiring the poignancy of her wit, and the elegance 
uf her uiiderslaiiding. 

d’lie contemplation of such excellency, wdiilc it 
strengthened the chains with which she held him 
enslaved, added emulation to the other motives that 
induced him to maintain the dispute ; and much 
suhtU'ty of reasoning w as expended upon both sides 
of this very jiartieular question, without any pro- 
s[)LCt of conviction on either part, till, at lust, she 
began to de.spair of making him a proselyte to her 
opinion by dint of argument ; and resolved for the 
future to apjily herself chiefly to the irresistible 
prepossessions of his love, wdiieh were not at all 


diminished or impaired by the essays of her pen. 
With this view she proposed a conference, pre- 
tending that it was impossible to convey all iicr 
reflections upon this subject in a stries of short 
letters; and Godfrey undertook to bail him for the 
day. But, conscious of her power, he would not 
trust himself in her presence, thoiigli his heart 
throbbed yvith all the eagerness of desire to see her 
fair eyes disrobed of that resentment wdiich they 
had worn so long, and to enjoy the ravishing sweets 
of a fond reconeiliation. 

Nature could not have held out against such 
powerful attacks, had not the pride and cajiriee of 
ids disposition been gratified to the full in the 
triumph of his resistance ; he looked upon the con- 
test as altogether original, and persevered with 
obstinacy, liecaiise he thought Idmself sure of fa* 
vourablt* terms, whenever he should he disposed to 
capitulate. Perhaps he might have overshot him- 
self ill the course of his perseverance. A young 
lady of Emilia’s fortune and attractions could not 
fad to find herself surrounded hj temptations, whieh 
few women can resist. She might have misinter- 
preted the meaning of some paragraph, or taken 
umbrage at an unguarded expression in one of 
J^eregrme’s letters. She might have been tired out 
by Ins obstinate iiecidiarity, or, at the long-run, 
construed it into madness, slight, or indiflerenee ; 
or, rather than waste her prime in fruitless endea- 
vours to subdue the pride of an headstrong hu- 
mourist, she might have listened to the voice of 
some admirer, fraught with qualifications sufiicieiit 
to engage her esteem and aflection. But all these 
possiiulities were providentially ])revented by an 
accident attended w ith more important conseiiuences 
than any w e have hit herto recounted. 

Early one morning Pipes was disturbed hy the 
arrival of a messenger, who had been sent express 
from flu* country b} Mr, ('lover, with a packet for 
the lieutenant, and arii\ed in town over night ; but 
as bo was obligi'd to luive recourse to the informa- 
tion of Jack’s corresjiondeiit in the city, touching 
the place of his abode, before he demanded entrance 
at the Fleet, the gate was shut; nor A\ould the 
turnkeys admit him, although he told them that lie 
was charged with a message of the utmost eonse- 
qnenee ; so that lie was fain to tarry till day-hreak, 
Avhen he, at his earnest solicitation, was allowed 
to enter. 

Hatchway, opening tlic packet, found a letter 
enclosed for Peregrine, with an earnest request that 
he should forward it to the hands of that }Oung 
gentleman with all possible despatch. Jack, wdio 
could not dive into the meaning of this extraor- 
dinary injunction, began to imagine that ]\Irs.( 'lover 
lay at the point of deatli, and wanted to lake a last 
farewell of her brother ; and this conceit w orked 
so strongly upon his imagination, that, while he 
huddled on his clothes, and niadi* the best of his 
way to the apartment of our hero, he could not help 
cursing, within himself, the folly of the husband in 
sending such disagreeable messages to a man of 
Peregrine’s impatient temper, already soured hy 
his owm uneasy situation. 

This reflection w^mld have induced him to sup- 
press the letter, had not he been afraid to tamper 
with the ticklish disposition of his friend, to whom, 
w'hile he delivered it, “As for my own part,” said 
he, “ mayhap I may have as much natural affec- 
tion as another, hut wlien my spouse parted, I bore 
my misfortune like a British man, and a Christian* 
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For why ? he’s no better than a fresh-water sailor, 
who knows not how to stem the current of mis- 
chance.” 

l^ickle being waked from a pleasant dream, in 
which the fair Emilia was principally eoneerned, 
and hearing this strange preamble, sat up in liis 
bed, and unsealed the letter, in a state of mortifica- 
tion and disgust. But wliat were the eiriotions of 
his soul, when he read the following intimation: — 

Dkak IJRornrni — It h.itli pk-asod (Jod to t.iko jour la- 
ther suddenly oil by a lit of apoplexy , and as lie lias du d in- 
testate, I Rive you this notice, that you may, \A’ith all speed, 
come down and take possis.sion of your ru^ht, iii despite ol 
Master Gam and liis mother, who, you may he suic, do not 
8it easy under this uncxjiccted dispensation ol Providence. 1 
have, by virtue of being a jiistue of the peace, taken such 
precautions as 1 thought necessary for youi advantage ; and 
the funi'ial shall he delerred until your pleasure be known. 
Your sistei, though sincerely afilieted by her father’s fate, 
submits to the Avili of Heaven with laudable resignation, and 
begs you will set out tor this place Avithout delay; in which 
request she is joined by, Sir, your alleetioiiale brother, and 
humble seivant, Cuaulkb Clovj3|i.” 

Peregrine at first looked upon this epistle as a 
men* illusion of the brain, and a continuation of 
liie reverie in which he had been engaged. He 
read if ten times over, without being jiersuadcd 
that he was actually awake. He nihhed his eyes, 
and shook his head, in order to shake off the drov sy 
va])ours that surrounded him. He liemmed thrice 
with great vociferation, snapped his fingers, tweaked 
liis nose, started up from his bed, and, opening the 
casement, took a survey of the well-kno-w n objects 
that ajipeared on each side of his liabitation. Every 
thing seemed congruous and eomieetcd, and ho 
said within himself, “ Sure this is the most distinct 
dr(‘am that cAcr sleep jirodiieed.” 'riicti he had 
recourse again to the paper, which he fcarefully 
])onised, witliout finding any variation ftom his 
first notion of the contents. 

Hatchway, seeing all his eXtrava prances of action, 
accompanied with a wild stare of distraction, began 
to believe that his head was at length fairly lurn<*d, 
and was really meditating means for securing his 
jierson, when Jhekle, in a tone of surprise, ex- 
claimed, “ (lood (lod ! am I or am I not awake?” 
“Why look ye, cousin Ihokle,” rcjilied the lieu- 
tenant, “ that IS a (piestion which the deep-sea-line 
of my understanding is not long enough to sound ; 
but how'somever, thof 1 can't trust to the observa- 
tion I have taken, it shall go hard hut I will fall 
upon a way to guess whereahouts we are.” So 
saying, he lifted up a pitcher full of cold water, 
that stood behind the outward door, and discharged 
it in the face of I’eregrine witliout ceremony or 
hesitation. 

This remedy produced the d<*sired effect. Un- 
palatable as it was, the young gentleman no sooner 
recovered his breath, which aahs endangered by 
such a sudden application, than he thanked his 
friend Jack for tlie seasoiiahle ojieration he had 
performed. Having no longer any just reason to 
doubt the reality of what appeared so convincingly 
to his senses, he shifted himself on the instant, not 
without hurry and trepidation; and luitting on his 
morning dress, sallied forth to the Bare, in order 
to deliberate with himself on the important intelli- 
gtmee he had r(*ceived. 

Hatchway, not yet fully convinoed of his sanity, 
and curious to know the purport of the letter, 
which had affected him in such an ^extraordinary 
manner, carefully attended his footsteps in this 
excursion, in hope of being favoured with his con- 


fidence, in the course of their pcramhulation. Oiir 
hero no sooner appeared at the street door, than he 
was saluted by the messenger, who having posted 
himself in the way for that purpose, “ God bless 
your noble honour, Sipiire Tickle,” cried he, “and 
give you joy of succeeding to your father s estate.” 
These words had scarce proceeded from his month, 
w’hen the lieutenant, hopping eagerly towards (he 
countryman, squeezed liis hand with great affection, 
and asked if the old gentleman had actually taken 
his departure. “Ay, Master Hatchway,” replied 
the oth(T, “ill such a woiindy haste, that he forgot 
to make a will.” “JUidy of me!” exclaimed the 
seaman: “th(‘se are the best tidings 1 have ever 
heard since 1 first w^ent to sea. llei'c, iny lad, take 
my purse, and stow tliyself chock full of the best 
liquor in the land.” So saying, he tipped the 
peasant with ten pieces, and immediately the wdiole 
place echoed with the sound of 'loin's iiistnmunt. 
Teregrine, repairing to the walk, comnuinieated 
the billet to his hanest friend, wlio at his desire 
■went forthwith to the lodgings of C'aptain Gauntlet, 
and returned in less than half an hour w ith that 
gentleman, who, I need not say, was heartily re- 
joiced at the occasion. 

CHAPTER CIV. 

Pcrcffrine holds a ronsultatlon with his Fiiciids, in ronse- 
qiiencc of "wliich he bids Adieu to tbv l-’liot — Mo arnvts 
athia Fatlxbr’s House, and asserts his ii{,dit ol Iiiliciitancc. 

Nor did our hero keep the misanthroiie in igno- 
rance of this hapjiy turn of lortnne. I’ljies was 
despatched to the stuiior, with a message rctpiesling 
his immedUite presence ; and lie aeeordingly a])- 
peared, in obedience to the summons, grouling 
with discontent for having betui ih*prived of st'veral 
liours of his natural rest. His mouth was imme- 
diately stopped with the letter, at which ha sim/cd 
honihh a ykaHty gnu; and, after a eomjiliment of 
gratulation, they entered into close divan, tibout tlie 
measures to he taken in conseipienoe of this i‘v (Uil. 

There Avas no room for mneh debate. It Avas 
unanimously agl’eed that Pickle should set out with 
all possible despatch for the gtiiTison, to Avliieh 
Gauntlet and JIatehway ri'solved to attend him. 
Pipes was accordingly ordered to prepare a couple 
of post chuisis, while Godfrey went to jirocure 
bail for his friend, and jiroA'ide them with money 
for the expense of the expedition ; hut not before 
he was desired by JVregrine to eoneeal this piece 
of ncAvs from liis sister, that our youth might have 
an opportunity to surprise her in a more interesting 
manner after he should have settled liis alfairs. 

All these previous steps being taken, in less than 
an hour our hero took his leaAe of the Fleet, after 
he had left twenty guineas witli the warden for the 
relief of the poor prisoners, a great mimher of 
wliom conA^oyed him to the gate, pouring forth 
players for his long life and prosperity; and lie 
took the road to the garrison, in the most eli^vated 
transports of joy, unallayed with the least niixtuie 
of grief at the death of a jiarent whose ])att‘iiial 
tenderness he had never known. 1 1 is breast aa as 
absolutely a stranger to thtit boasted ^iropyr} or 
instinct of affection, by which the charities aic 
supposed to subsist. 

Of all the journeys he hud ever made, this, sure, 
Aias the most delightful, lli* fidt all the ecstasy 
that must naturally be produced in a young man 
of his imagination, from such a sudden transition 
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in point of circnm^iAnae ; lie found himself de- 
livered from confinement and disgrace, without 
being obliged to any person upon earth for his 
deliverance ; he had it now in his power to retort 
the contempt of the world in a manner suited to 
his most sanguine wish *, fie was reconciled to his 
friend, and enabled to gratify his love, even upon 
his own terms ; and saw himself in possession of a 
fortune more ample than his first inheritance, with 
a stock of experimiec that would'steer him clear of 
all tliose <piieksauds among which he had been 
formerly wrecked. 

In the middle of their journey, while they halted 
at an inn for a short refresfim(‘nt and change of 
horses, a postillion running up to Peregrine in the 
yard, fell at his feet, clasped his knees with great 
eagerness and agitation, and presenti'd to ‘him the 
individual face of his <»1(I valet-de-ehamlire. The 
youth [lerceiving him in such an aliji'et garb and 
attitude, commanded him to rise and tell the cause 
of such a miserable reverse in his fortune. ITpon 
which lladgi gave him to understand, that he had 
heen ruined by his wife, vlio, having robiied him 
of all Ills cash and valuable etVects, had eloped 
from his house with one of his o^vn customers, 
who a]i]ieared in the character of a Enuieli count, 
but was in reality no other than an Italian fiddler; 
Ili.it, in eoiiMspienee of this ri'trcat, lie, the hus- 
band, was dKabled from jiaying a consid'Table 
sum w'liieli he had set ajiart for his wme mi reliant, 
wdio being dis.'ip])ointed in his exiiectatlori, took 
out an execution against liis effects; and the rest 
of his creditors following liis exainpU', hunted 
him out of liouse and home. So that, finding his 
person in danger at London, he had heen obliged 
to escape into the country, skulking about from 
one village to anotlier, till, being ijuite destitute of 
all support, be bad uiulei’takeii bis present office, 
to sav(‘ himself from starving. 

Peregrine listened Mitb compassion to bis la- 
mentable tale, wbicli too well accoiiiiled for ids not 
aiipearing in tlie Fleet, with otbu’s of ser\iee to bis 
master in distress ; a eireiinistanee that Pickle bad 
all along inifmted to bis av.iriei* and ingratitude, 
lie assured him, tliat, as lie bad been (be means of 
tlirow'iiig in liis way tlu temptation to v.ldcli be 
fell a sacrifice, be Avould cliarge bimself with the 
retrieval of Ids alfairs. In the mean time, lie made 
him taste of his bounty, and desired him to con- 
tinue ill his present employment until he should 
return from the garrison, w'hen he would consider 
Ids situation, and do something for his immediate 
relief. 

lladgi attempted to kiss his shoe, and wept, or 
affected to weeji, with sensibility at this gracious 
reei‘ption ; be even made a m<*rit of bis unwilling- 
ncss to exercise liis ncAv occupation, and earnestly 
begged that he might be allowed to give immediate 
attendance upon his dear master, from w'hom he 
could not bear the thoughts of a second parting. 
It is entreaties were reinforced by the intercession 
of Ids two friends, in cons<*quence of wliieh the 
Swiss was permitted to follow them at bis OAvn 
leisure, A\ bile they set forwards after a slight repast, 
and reached the ])lace of their destination before 
ten o'clock at night. 

Peri'griiie, instead of alighting at the garrison, 
rode straightway to bis father’s house ; and no person 
appearing to receive him, not even a siTvant to take 
care of his chaise, he dismounted without assistance. 
Being followa'd by his two friends, he advanced into 


the hall, Avhere perceiving a bell-rope, he made 
immediate application to it in such a manner a$ 
brought a couple of footmen into his presence. 
After having reprimanded tliem, Avith a stern look, 
for their neglect in point of attendance, he com- 
manded them to slioAv him into an apartment; and 
as they seemed unwilling to yield oliedience to his 
orders, asked if they did not belong to the family. 

One of them, Avho took upon himself the office 
of sjiokesmaii, replied with a sullen air, that they 
had heen in the service of old Mr. Pickle, and now 
that he w^as dead, thought themselves bound to 
obey nobody hut their lady, and her son Mr. 

( Jainaliel. This declaration had scarce proceeded 
from his mouth, Avhen our hero gavt‘ them to under- 
stand, that since they were not disjiosed to own 
any othiT master, they must change their quarters 
immediately, lie ordered them to decamp witlioiit 
further iireparation ; and as they still continued 
restive, they were kicked out of doors by the cap- 
tain and his friend llatcliAvay. Sipiire Gam, who 
overheard every thing that passed, and was now 
more than ever inilamed with that rancour which 
he had sucked with his mother’s milk, flew to the 
assistance of his adluuvnts, with a }ustol in each 
hand, bellow ing Tliivvfs ! linen’s ! with great Amci- 
feration, as if he liad mistaken tlie hiisiiiess of the 
strangers, and aelually believed himself in danger 
of being robbed. 1 1 nder this pretence he discharged 
a piece lit his brother, who luckily escaped the shot, 
closed Avith him in a moment, and Airesnng the other 
pistol from his grq»e, tiinud him out into the court 
yard, to the consolation of his two dependents. 

By this tune, i’ljies and the tAMi postillions had 
taken possession of tlu' stables, w'llliout being 
otqioseii by the coaelimaii and liis ch ])uty, who 
quietly submitlisl to the authority of their new 
so\ereign. But tin* noise of tlu* jiistol had alarmed 
Mrs. J*u*kle, A\ho, rmmiiig down stairs, Avith tlu* 
most frantic ajipearance, att<*iided by two mauls 
and the curate, a^ ho still maintained ',liis jdaee of 
cliaplaln and ghostly director in the family, would 
liaA'e assaulted our hero Avith lu*r nails, had not .she 
heen restr.iined by her attendants, ’fliongh they 
prevmited her from using her hands, they could not 
hinder her from exercising her tongue, which she 
Avagged against him Avith all the Airuleiice of malice. 
She asked, if he w as come to butcher his brother, 
to insult his father’s corpse, and trium])h in her 
affliction ? {she bestowed ujion him the epithets of 
spendthrift, jail-bird, and unnatural riitlian ; she 
begged pardon of God for having brought such a 
monster into the wmrld, accused him of having 
brought his lather's grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave ; and affirmed, that, were he to touch the 
body% it would bleed at his approach. 

Without pretending to refute the articles of this 
ridiculous charge, he allowed her to ring out her 
alarm ; and then calmly replied, that if she did not 
([uietly retire to her chamber, and behave as became 
a person in her present situation, he should insist 
upon her removing to another lodging wdtbout 
delay ; for he was determined to he master in his 
oAvn family. The lady, who, in all probability, 
exjiected that he would endeavour to appease her 
with all the tenderness of filial submission, was so 
much exasperated at his cavalier behaviour, that 
her constitution could not support the transports of 
her sjiirits ; and she Avas carried off’ by her women 
m a lit, w hile the officious clergyman wa.s dismissed 
after his pupil, w ith all the circumstances of disgrace. 
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Our hero having thus made his quarters good, 
took possession of the best a])artment in the house, 
and sent notice of his arrival to Mr. Clover, who, 
with his wife, visited him in less than an hour, and 
was not a little surprised to lind him so suddenly 
settled in his fatlier’s house. The meeting of Julia 
and her brother was extremely pathetic. She had 
always loved him with uncommon tenderness, and 
looked upon him as tlie ornament of lier family ; 
but she had heard of his extravagances uith regret, 
and though she considered the stories that were 
circulated at his expense, as the malicious ex- 
aggerations of his mother and her darling son, her 
apprehension had been grievously alarmed by an 
account of his imprisonment and <listress, which 
had been accidentally conv(‘yed to that country by 
a gentleman from London, who had been formerly 
of his ac(iuaintancc ; she could not, therefore, 
without the most tender emotions of joy, see him, 
as it wure, restored to his rightful inheritance, and 
re-established in that station of life which she 
tJiought he could fill with dignity and importance. 

After their miitnal expressions of aflection, she 
retired to lier mother’s chamber, with a view to 
maki‘ a second otfer of her service and attendance, 
which had heen already rejected with scorn since 
her father's death ; wdiile Jh'regrine eoiisnlted his 
brother-in-law about the affairs of the family, so 
far as they had fallen within his cognizance and 
observation. 

Mr. (Uover told him, that, though he was never 
favoured with the confidence of the defunct, he 
knew some of his intimates, who had been tampered 
with by ]\Irs. Fickle, and even engaged to second 
the riMnoristrances liy whieli she had often endea- 
voured to persuade her husband to settle liis affairs 
by a formal Avill; but that he had from time to 
time evaded their importiiiiities wdth surprising 
excuses of procrastination, ^lat plainly appeared to 
be the result of invention and design, far above 
the supfiosed pitch of his capacity; a cireuinstaiicc 
from ivhicli .Mr. ('lover eonclud(d, that the old 
gentleman imagined his life would not have been 
secure, had he once taken sueli a step as would 
have rendered it unnecessary to the indepeiidenee 
of his second son. lie moreover obstu'ved, that, in 
conse(|ueiice of this informal ion, lie no sooner 
beard of Mr, Piekh-’s death, which happened at the 
eliib, than he went directly ivitli a lawyer to his 
house, before any cabal or conspiracy could be 
formed against the rightful heir ; and, in presence 
of witnesses provided for the purpose, st‘aled up all 
th(‘ pajiers of the deceased, after the widow liad, in 
the first transports of her sorrow and vexation, 
fairly ow iie<l, that her husband liad died intestate. 

I’eregrine was extremely well satisfied with this 
intelligence, by whieli all liis doubts were dispelled; 
and having elieerfully snpfied w’itli liis friemis on a 
cold collation, wdiieli liis hrotlier-in-law’ had brought 
in his chariot, they retired to rest, in different 
chambers, after Julia had met with another repulse 
from her capricious mother, wdiose overflowing 
rage had now subsided into the former chanuel of 
calm inveteracy. 

Next iiiorniiig the house was supplied with some 
servants from tlie garrison, and preparations were 
made for the funeral of the deceased. Gam having 
taken lodgings in the neighbourhood, came with a 
chaise and cart to demand his mother, together 
with his ow'ii clothes, and her personal effects. 

Our hero, tfiougli he wunild not suffer him to 


enter the door, allowed his proposal to be com- 
municated to the widow, who eagerly embraced the 
opportunity of removing, and was, with her own 
baggage, and that of her beloved son, conveyed to 
the place which he had prepared for her reception. 
Tliither she w-as followed by her woman, who was 
desired by Peregrine .to assure lier mistress, that 
until a regular provision could be settled upon her, 
she might eommand him, in jioint of money, or any 
other accommodation in his power. 

CIIAPTKR (’V. 

He performs llie last Ofliccs to Ins Father, and returns to 
London, upon a very interesliiii; Design, 

Suits of mourning being provided for himself, his 
friends and adherents, and every other previous 
measure taken suitable to the occasion, his father 
was interred, in a ])rivate manner, in the parish 
church ; and his papers being examined, in presence 
of many jiersons of honour and integrity, invited 
for that purpose, no will was found, or any other 
deed, in favour of the second son, though it 
appeared by the marriage settlement, that the w idow 
w'as entitled to a jointure of five liuiidred pounds a 
year. Tlie rest of his papers consisted of Past 
India bonds, South Sea annuities, mortgages, noti‘s, 
and assignments, to the amount of four score 
thousand seven luuidred and sixty jumnds, exclusive 
of the house, plate and furniture, horses, eijuipage 
and cattle, witli the garden and park adjacent, to a 
very eonsiderahle extent. 

'I’his was a sum that even exceeded his expecta- 
tion, and could not fail to entertain his fancy w'ith 
the most agreeable ideas, lie found himself im- 
mediutely a man of vast consequence among his 
country neighbours, wlio visited him w ith compli- 
ments of coiigratulath u, and treated him w’ith such 
respect as would have effectually spoiU'd any young 
man of his disposition, w ho hud not the same ad- 
vantages of experience as lie had already purchased 
at a very extravagant price. Thus shielded with 
caution, lie bore his jirosperity with surprising tem- 
perance ; (‘Very body w as charmed w ith Ins afl’ahility 
and moderation. Ulieii he made a circuit round 
the gentlemen of the district, in order to repay the 
courtesy winch he owed, he was caressed by them 
with uncommon assiduity, and advised to offer 
liiniself as a candidate for the county at the next 
election, winch, th(‘y suiqiosed, would soon liappeii, 
hecau.se the present member w as in a declining state 
of health. Nor did his person and address escape 
unheeded by the ladies, many of whom did not 
seru])ie to spread their attractions before him, with 
a view' of cajitivating such a valuable prize ; nay, 
such an impression did this legacy make upon a 
certain peer, wlio resided in this part of the emuitry, 
that he cultivated Pickle’s acquaintance with great 
eagerness, and, without circumlocution, offered to 
him in marriage his only daughter, with a very 
considerable fortuii... 

Our hero expressed himself upon this occasion 
as became a man of honour, sensibility, and polite- 
ness ; and frankly gave his lordship to understand, 
that his heart was already engaged. lie was jileased 
with the opportunity of making such a sacrifice of 
his passion for Kinilia, which, by this time, inflamed 
his thoughts to such a degree of impatience, tliat 
}i<* resolved to depart for London with all possible 
speed ; and for that purpose industriously employed 
almost every hour of his time in regulating hj.s 
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domestic affairs. He paid off all his father’s servants, 
and hired others, at the recommendation of his 
sister, who promised to superintend his household in 
his absence. He advanced the first half-yearly 
payment of liis mother’s jointure ; and as for his 
brother Gam, he gave him divers opportunities of 
acknowledging his faults, so that he might have 
answered to his own conscience for taking any step 
in his favour ; but that young gentleman was not 
yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune, and not 
only forbore to make any overtures of jicace, but 
also took all occasions to slander the conduct and 
revile the person of our hero, being in this practice 
comforted and abetted by his righteous mamma. 

Every thing being thus settled for the present, 
the triumvirate set out on their return to town in 
the same manner with that in which they had ar- 
rived in the country, except in this small variation, 
that Hatchway’s chaise-companion was now the 
valet-de-chambre refitted, instead of Pipes, who, 
with another latvpu'y, attended tlu^m on horseback. 
AVhen they had performed two-thirds of their w^ay to 
Jiondon, they chanced to overtake a country Sipiire, 
on his return from a visit to one of his neighbours, 
w ho had entertained him with such hospitality, that 
us the lieutenant observed, he rolled himself almost 
gunwale to every motion of Iiis horse, which was a 
fine hunter; and when the chaises passed him at | 
full speed, he set up the sportman’s halloo, in a 
voice that sounded like a Erench horn, clapping 
f>])urs to Sorrel at the same time, in ortler to keep 
up with the pace of the machine. 

I’eregrine, who w^as animated with an uncommon 
flow' of Spirits, ordered his postillion to proceed inon* 
softly ; and entered into conversation with the 
stranger, touching the make and mettle of his horse, 
upon which he descanted with so much learning, 
that the squire was astonished at his knowledge. 
When they approached his habitation, he invited 
the )oung gentleman and his company to halt, and 
drink a bottle of his ale ; and was so pressing in 
his solicitation, that they complied with his request. 

lie accordingly conducted them through a spa- 
cious avenue, that extended as far as the highway, 
to the gate of a larg<* chateau, of a most nolile and 
venerable appearance, which induced them to 
alight and view the apartments, contrary to their 
first intention of drinking a glass of his October at 
the door. 

^’hc rooms w ere every way suitable to the mag- 
nificence of the outside, and our hero imagined 
they had made a tour through the whole sw'cep, 
when the landlord gave him to understand that they 
had not yet seen the best apartment of the liouse, 
and immediately led them into a spacious dining- 
room, w’hieh Peregrine did not enter without giving 
manifest signs of uncommon astonishment. I'he 
pannels all round were covered with portraits at 
full length, by Vandyke ; and not one of them ap- 
peared without a ridiculous tie periwig, in the style 
of those that usually hang over the sliops of two- 
penny barbers. The straight boots in which the 
figures had been originally painted, and the other 
circumstances of attitude and drapery, so incon- 
sistent wdth this monstrous furniture of the head, 
exhibited such a ludicrous appearance, that Trickle’s 
wonder, in a little time, gave way to his mirth, and 
he was seized with a violent fit of laughter, which 
had well nigh deprived him of his breath. 

The squire, half pleased and half ofiended at this 
expression of ridicule, “I know,” said he, “what 


makes you laugh so woefully. You think it strange 
to zee my vorefathers booted and spurred, with 
huge three-tailed periwigs on their pates. The 
truth of the matter is this. I could not abide to 
zee the pictures of my vamily with a parcel of 
loose hair hanging about their eyes, like zo many 
colts; and zo I employed a painter vellow from 
Lundon to clap decent periwigs upon their skulls, 
at the rate of vive shillings a head, and offered him 
three shillings a piece to furnish each with a hand- 
some pair of shoes and stockings. But the rascal, 
thinking I must have ’em done at any price after 
their heads were covered, haggled with me for vour 
shillings a picture ; and zo, rather than he imposed 
upon, 1 turned him ott“, and shall let ’em stand as 
they are, till zome more reasonable brother of the 
brush comes round the country.” 

J’icklc commended his resolution, though in his 
heart, he blessed himself from such a barbarous 
Goth ; and, after they had despatched two or three 
bottles of his beer, they proceeded on their journey, 
and arrived in town about eleven at night. 

GlIATTEU THE LAST. 

■njoys ;in Interview with Emilia, and makes himself 

ample Amends lor all the Mortiheations of his Life. 

Godfuey, who had taken leave of his sister, on 
prctenc<* of making a short excursion with iVre- 
grinc, whose hcalih required the enjo}ment of fresh 
air, after his long eoufinenu'ut, sent a message to 
her, that same night, announcing liis arrival, and 
giving her notice that he would breakfast with her 
next morning; when he and our hero, who had 
dressed himself for the purpose, taking a hackney 
coach, repaired to her lodging, and were introduced 
into a parlour adjoining to that in which the Ica- 
tahle was set. Here they had not waited many 
minutes wdien they heard the sound of feet coming 
down stairs; upon which our hero’s heart began to 
heat the alarm. He concealed himself behind the 
.screen, by the direction of-Jiis friend, whose ears 
being sainted with Sophy’s voice from tlic next 
room, ho flew into it with great ardour, and enjoyed 
upon her lips the sweet transports of a meeting so 
unexpected; for he had left lier in her lather’s 
house at Windsor. 

Amidst these emotions, he had almost forgot the 
situation of IVregrine ; when Emilia, assuming her 
enchanting air: “Is not this,” said she, “a most 
provoking scene to a young woman, liki* me, who 
am doomed to w ear the willoAv, by the strange ca- 
price of my lover? Upon my word, lirother, you 
iiave done me infinite prejudice, in promoting this 
jaunt with my obstinate eorresjiondcnt ; who, 1 suj>- 
pose, is so ravished with this transient glimpse of 
liberty, that he will never he persuaded to incur 
unnecessary confinement for the future.” “JNIy 
dear sister*” replied the captain tauntingly, “ your 
own pride set him the example ; so you must c’cix 
stand to the consequence of his imitation.” “ ’Tis 
a hard ease, however,” answered the fair offender, 
“that 1 should suffer all my life, by one venial 
trespass. Heigh ho! who Avould imagine that a 
sprightly girl, such as T, with ten thousand pounds, 
should go a begging? I have a good mind to 
! marry the next jierson that asks me the question, 
j in order to he revenged ujion this unyielding hu- 
mourist. Did the dear fellow discover no inclina- 
tion to see me, in all the term of his releasemeut ? 
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Well, if ever I can catch the fugitive again, he 
shall sing in his cage for life.” 

It is impossible to convey to the reader a just 
idea of Peregrine’s transports, while he overlieard 
this declaration ; which was no sooner pronounced, 
than, unable to resist the imj)etuosity of his passion, 
he sprung from his lurking-plaec, exclaiming, 
“ Here I surrender and rushing into her presence, 
was so dazzled with her beauty, that his speech 
failed. lie was fixed like a statue to tlie floor ; and 
all his faculties were absorbed in admiration. 
Indeed, she was now in the full bloom of her charms, 
and it was nearly impossible to look upon her with- 
out emotion. What then must have been the ecstasy 
of our youth, whose passion was whetted with all 
the incitements which could stimulate the hinnan 
heart I 'fhe ladies screamed with surprise at his 
appearance, and Emilia underwent such agitation 
as flushed every charm with irresistible energy ; her 
cheeks glowed with a most delicate suffusion, and 
her bosom heaved with such bewitching undulation, 
that the cambric could not conceal or contain the 
snowy liemisi)heres, that rose like a vision of para- 
dise to his view. 

While he was almost fainting with unutterable 
delight, she seemed to sink under the tumults of 
tenderness and confusion ; when our hero, perceiv- 
ing her condition, obeyed the impulse of his love, 
and circled the charmer in liis arms, without suller- 
ing the least frown or symptom of displeasure. Not 
all the pleasures of his life hud amounted to the 
ineft'ahle joy of this einhraee, in m hich he continued 
for some minutes totally entranced, lie fastened 
upon her juuding lips with all the eagerness of 
rajitnre ; and, nlnle his brain seemed to whirl round 
W’ith transjHJil, exclaimed, in a delirium of bliss, 
“Heaven and earth! this is loo much to hear.” 

Jlis imagination was aeeordiiigly relie\ed, and 
his attention in some measure divided, by the in- 
terposilion of Sophy, Avho kiudlj chid liiin for liis 
having overlooked liis old fr’u rids. d'hus accosted, 
he quitt(‘d his delicious ainiful, and, saluting Mrs. 
(hmntlet, asked ])ardon for his neglect; observing 
that siieh rudeness vas excusable, eonsidering the 
long and unlia])py exile which he had sutt’ered from 
the jewel of his muiI. — ' riien turning to Emilia, 
“1 am come, INIadain,” said he, “to claim the per- 
formance of your promif-e, wliich 1 can produce 
under yonr own fair hand. You may, therefore, 
lay aside all superfluous eeremouy and .shyness, 
and crown my ha})i»iness without farther delay ; 
for, upon my soul ! my thoughts are wound np to 
the last pitch of ex])eetalion, and I sliall certainly 
run distracted, if 1 am doomed to any term of 
probation.” 

Jlis mistres.s having by this time recollech'd 
herself, ri'plied, with a mo.st exhilarating smile, 
“I ought to punish you for your ohstiiiaej with the 
mortification of a tw^elvemontli’s trial ; hut it is 
dangerous to tamper with an admirer of your dis- 
position, and therefore, I think, I must make sure 
of you while it is in my jiower.” “ You are willing 
then to take me for better for worse, in presence 
of heaven and these witnesse.*- ?” cried IVregrme 
kneeling, andafiplying her hand to his lip.s. At this 
interrogation, her features soltened into an amaz- 
ing expn'ssion of condescending love ; and, while 
she darted a side-glance that thrilled to his marrow', 
and heaved a sigh nmre soft than Zephyr’s balmy 

wing, her ansvvt'v was. “ Why — a> and heaven 

grant me patience to bear the Immours of such a 


yoke-fellow.” “ And may the same powers,” re- 
plied the youth, “ grant me life and opjiortuuity to 
manifest the immensity of my love.— Meanwhile, 
1 have eiglity thousand pounds, which shall be laid 
immediately in your lap.” 

So saying, he sealed the contract upon her lips^ 
and explained the mystery of his last words, which 
had begun to operate upon the wonder of the tw'o 
sisters. Sojdiy w'as agreeably surprised with the 
aecoimt of his good fortune; nor wxis it, in all 
probability, unacceptable to the lovely Emilia ; 
though from this information, she took an opportu- 
nity to upbraid lier admirer with tlio inflexibility 
of ids pride, w'hieh, she scrupled not to say, would 
have baflled all the suggestions of his passion, had 
it not been gratified by this providential event. 

Matters being thus happily matured, the lover 
begged tliat immediate recourse might be had to 
tlie church, and his happiness ascertained before 
night. Jhit the bride objected with great vchc- 
nieiiee to such precipitation, being desirous of her 
mother’s presence at tlie ceremony ; and she w'as 
seconded in her opinion by her brother’s wife. 
IVrt'grine, maddening with desire, assaulted her 
with the most earnest entreaties, representing, that, 
as her motlier’s consent w as already obtained, there 
was surely no necessity for delay, tliat must infal- 
libly make a dangerous impression u])on his brain 
and eonslitntion. lie fill at luu* leet, in all tlie 
agon} of impatience ; swore that his life and intel- 
lects would actually be in jeojiardy by lier refusal : 
and, when she attempted to argue him out of his 
(lemand, b(‘gan to rage with such extravagance, 
that Sophy was frightened into eonxietioii; and 
(fodfrey enforcing the ri'inoiistranees of his friend, 
the aniiahle Ihuilia w'as teased into compliance. 

After breakfast the bridegroom and his com- 
jianion set out for the ('/ommoiis for a license, 
having first agreed upon the hoii.se at w'hieh tlie 
ciTemony should be performed, in the lodgings of 
the hridt* ; and the permission being obtained, they 
toimd means to engage a clergyman, w ho undertook 
to attend them at their own time and plaei*. Then 
a ring was jnin hased for the occa.sion ; and they 
went in search oi‘ the lieutenant, with whom they 
tliiied at a tavern, and not only made him acquainted 
with the .steps they had taken, hut de.sired that he 
W'ould stand godfather to the bride: an einplo}- 
ment which »/ai‘k accejited with denionstratioiis of 
particular sutisfaetion ; till chancing to look into 
the street, and seeing Cadwallader a])jiroac]i the 
door, in eonsequenee of a message they had sent to 
him by I’ipes, he declined the office in favour of the 
senior ; w ho was accordingly ordained for that pur- 
pose, on tlie supposition that such a mark of regard 
might facilitate Jiis coneiirrenec with a match, 
which otherwise he w'ould certainly oppose, as he 
was a professed enemy to wedlock, and, as yet, 
ignorant ol‘ i Vregrine’s intention. 

After having congratulated Fickle upon his suc- 
ees.sion, and shook his two friends by the hand, the 
misanthrope asked whose mare was dead, that he 
was summoned in such a plaguy hurry from his 
dinner, w hieli he had been fain to gobble up like a 
cannibal? Uur hero gave him to understand, that 
tliey liad made an appointment to drink tea with 
two agreeable ladies, and were imw’illing that he 
should lose tlie opportunity of enjoying an enter- 
tainment which lie loved so much. — Oahtree, 
shrivelling up liis face like an aiitumTi leaf at this 
intimation, cursed his complaisance, and swiire they 
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should keep their assignation without liim ; for lie 
and lechery had shook hands many years ago. 

The bridegroom, however, likening him unto an 
old coachman, who still delights in the smack of the 
vhij), and dropping some flattering hints of his 
manhood, even at these years, he was gradually 
prevailed upon to accompany them to the jilace of 
rendezvous; where, being ushered into a dining- 
room, they had not waited three minutes, when 
they were joined by the parson, who had observed 
the hour with great punctuality. 

This gentleman no sooner entered the room, than 
Cadwallader, in a whisper to Gauntlet, asked if 
that was not the cock-bawd; and, before the captain 
could make any reply, “ What an unconscionable , 
whoreinaster tlie rogue is I” said he, “scarce dis- ! 
charged from confinement, and sweetened with a 
little fresh air, when he wenches with a jiimp in 
canonicals in his jiay.”— The door again opened, 
and Emilia broke in upon them, with such dignity 
of mien, and divinity of aspect, as inspired every 
spectator w'ith astonishment and admiration. The 
lieutenant, who had not seen her since her charms 
were ripened into such perfection, expressed his 
wonder and approbation in an exclamation of 
“Add’s zooks! what a glorious galley!” and the 
misaullirope’s visage was instantly metamorphosed 
into the face of a mountain goat. He licked his 
lips instinctively, snulled the air, and squinted with 
a most horrible obliquity of vision. 

'J'lie bride and her sister being seated, and Hatch- 
way having renewed his ac(piaintance with the 
former, who recognized him w ith particular civility. 
Peregrine withdrew' into another apartment with 
his friend (Vabtree, to whom he inqiarted the de- 
sign of this meeting; which tin* latter no sooiut 
understood, than he at(eni|)le(l to ridreat, without 
making any other reply than that of “Pshaw 1 rot 
your matrimony ! can’t yon jmt your lu'ck in the 
noose, without my beinga witiu'ss of your foil} ?” 

The young gimtleman, in older to vam]uish this 
aversion, stejiped to the door of the next room, and 
begged the favour of speaking w ith Emilia, to whom 
he introduced the testy old liaehelor, as one of his 
particular friends, w ho desired to have the honour 
of giving her away. "Jlie bewitching smile with 
which she received his salute, and grantc'd his re- 
quest, at once overcame the disapprobation of the 
misanthrope, who, with ;i relaxation in his counte- 
nance, which had never beim perceived liefore that 
instant, thanked her in the most polite terms for 
such an agreeable mark of distinetioii. He accord- 
ingly led licr into the dinhig-room, where the cere- 
mony was performed witliout delay ; and after the 
husband had asserted his prerogative on her lips, 
the whole company saluted her hy the name of 
Mrs. Pickle. 

1 shall leave the sensible reader to judge what 
passed at this juncture w ithiii the bosoms of tlie new 
married couple : J’eregrine’s heart was fired with in- 
expressible ardour and impatience; while tlie tran- 
sports of the bride were mingled with a dash of 
diflidcnce and apprehension. ( J aunt let saw it w ould 
he too much for both to l)i*ar their present tantaliz- 
ing situation till night, w'ithout some amusement to 
diverge their thoughts ; and therefore jiroposed to 
pass parU)f the evening at tlie jmhlie entertainments 
in Marybonc Gardens, which were at tliat time fre- 
quented hy the best company in town. Tlie scheme 
was relished by the discreet Sophy, who saw the 
meaning of the proposal, and tlie bride submitted to 


the persuasion of her sister ; so that, after tea, two 
coaches were called, and Peregrine was forcibly 
separated from his charmer during the conveyance. 

The new married couple and their company 
having made sliift to spend the evening, and supped 
on a slight collation in one of the boxes. Peregrine’s 
patience was almost quite exhausted; and taking 
Godfrey aside, he imparted his intention to withdraw 
in private from the sea- wit of his friend Hatchway, 
who would otherwise retard his bliss with unseason- 
able impediments, which, at present, he could not 
possibly hear. Gauntlet, who sympathized with 
liis impaticnee, undertook to intoxicate the lieute- 
nant with bumpers to the joy of the bride, and, in the 
mean time, desired Sophy to retire with his sister, 
under the auspices of Cadwallader, who promised to 
squire them home. 

The ladies were accordingly conducted to the 
coach, and .lack proposed to the captain, that, for 
the sake of the joke, the bridegroom should be plied 
with rnpior, in such a manner as would effectually 
disable him from enjoying the fruits of his good 
fortune for one night at least. Gauntlet seemed to 
relish the scheme, and they prevailed upon Pickle 
to accompany them to a certain tavern, on pretence 
of drinking a farewell glass to a single life; 
there the bottle was circulated, till Tlatchw'ay’s 
brain began to sutler innovation. As ho had secured 
our hero’s hat and sword, he felt no ajiprehension of 
an elopement, which, however, was effected; and 
the }outli hastened on the w'iiigsof love to the anus 
of his enchanting bride. He found (’rabtree in a 
parlour w aiting for bis return, and (lis])nsed to en- 
tertain him with a lecture upon temperance; to 
Avliich he paid x’ery little attention, but ringing for 
Emilia’s maid, desired to know if her mistress was 
a-b(‘d. Ik Ing answ'cred in tbeairn*niative,liesent her 
up stairs to aimoimce his arrival, undressed himsell 
to a loose gown and slip[)ers, and wishing the mis- 
anthrope good night, after having desired to see him 
next day, followed in person to tlie delicious scene 
where he found her elegantly dished out, thefaire 
daughter of chastity and love. 

IVhcn he aiiproaehed, she was overwhelmed W' 
eonfiisioii, and hid her lovely face from his tr 
sjiorting view’. IMrs. GaiinUet, seeing his < 
kindled at the occasion, kissed her ebarming sif 
who, throw'ing her snowy arms about her n 
would have detained lier in the room, liad not 1 
grille gently disengaged her confidant from 
embrace, and oonrliicted her trembling to the ( 
which having Doited and barricadoed, he profit 
his good fortune, and his felicity was jierfeet. 

Eext day he rose about noon, and found his 
friends assembled, when he k'arned that .7ae 
fallen in nu-', )wn snare, and been obliged to 
the same tavern where he ftll ; a eireumsta 
which he was so much ashamed, that Peregri 
his wife escaped man} jokes, wliieh he woiil 
certainly cracked, had lie not lain under tlu 
tation of this disgrace. In half an hour a 
came dowm. Mrs. Ibckle appeared with 
blushing like Aurora or the Goddess of Ilea 
sending forth emanations of beauty luipa* 

She w'as comjdinieiited upon her change of s 
by all ])rescnt, and hy none more warmly 
old Crabtree, who declared himself so well 
with his friend’s fortune, as to be almost rc 
to that institution, against which he had d- 
duriiig the best part of his life. 

An exiiress was immediately despatchet 
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Gauntlet, with an account of her daughter's 
marriage; a town-house was hired, and a hand- 
some equipage set up, in wiiich tlie new married 
pair appeared at all public places, to the astonish- 
ment of our adventurer’s fair-weather friends, and 
the admiration of all the world : for, in point of 
figure^ such another couple was not to be found in 
the whole united kingdom. Envy despair(*d, and 
detraction was struck dumb, when our hero’s new 
accession of fortune was consigned to the celebra- 
tion of public fame : Emilia attracted the notice of 
all observers, from the pert Templar to the sovereign 
himself, who was pleased to bestow encomiums upon 
the excellence of licr beauty. Many persons of 
consequence, who had dropped the acquaintanci* of 
Peregrine in the beginning of his decline, now made 
open efforts to cultivate his friendship anew ; but 
he discouraged all these advances with the most 
mortifying disdain ; and one day when the noble- 
man, whom he had formerly obliged, came up to 
him in the drawing-room, with the salutation of 
“Your servant, Mr. Pickle,” he eyed him with a 


look of ineffable contempt, saying, “I suppose your 
lordship is mistaken in ^our man,” and turned hi.H 
head another way, in presence of the whole court 
When he liad made a circuit round all the places 
frequented by the beau inonde, to the utter confusion 
of thost; against whom his resentment was kindled, 
paid off’ his debts, and settled his money-matters in 
town. Hatchway was dismissed to the country, in 
order to prepare for the reception of his fair Emilia. 
In a few days after his departure the whole com- 
pany ((yadwallader himself included) set out for his 
father’s house, and, in their way, took up Mrs. 
(launtlet the mother, who was sincerely rejoiced to 
see our hero in the capacity of her son-in-law'. 
From her habitation they proceeded boniewards at 
an easy pace, and, amidst the acclamations of tlie 
whole parish, entered their ovii lious(‘, where 
Emilia was received in the most tender manner by 
Mr. (^-lover’s wife, who had provided every thing 
for her case and accommodation, and, next day, 
surrendered unto her the management of her (a\ a 
household affairs. 
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Euan*. IKEIIA. 


PREFACE. 

>^HATi5VKR reluctance I have to trouble the public with a 
•tail of the mortiheatious I have suflered in niy attempts to 
ing the eiisuini? performance on the stage, 1 think it a duty 
•umbent upon me to decl.ire my reasons for presenting it 
this extraordinary manner ; and, if the explanation shall 
'bund either tedious or trilling, I hope the candid reader 
charge my impertinence upon those who drove me to the 
•ssity of making such an ineffectual appeal, 
isides, I flatter myself, that a fair repre.sentation of the 
e 1 liave met with will be as a lieacuii to caution other 
lericnced authors against the iusiiicerity nf managers , 
icli they might otherwise become egregious dupes, and, 
i cajoling dream of good fortune, wake in all the aggra- 
of disappoiiitnient. 

ough I claim no merit for having finished a tragedy at 
. of eighteen, 1 cannot help thinking rnyseU entitled 
‘ ? share of indulgence, for the humility, industr}, and 
e 1 have exerted during a period of ten years, in wliicb 
urtiinate production hath been exposed to the een- 
critic'S of all degrees, and, in consequence of their 
ipinions, altered, and I hope uiiieiided, times with- 
ber. 

me of those who were pleased to call themselves ray 
•oil at any pains to deserve the character, and told 
uously wliat I had to expect in the capacity of an 
leii I first professed myself of that venerable fra- 
diould, in all iirobubility, have spared myself the 
labour and chagrin I have since undergone. But, 
the year 1739, my play was taken into the protcc- 
of those little fellows who arc sometimes called 
and, like other orphans, neglected accordingly, 
h resentment, which I mistook for contempt, I 
>unish this barbarous indifference, and actually 
y patron ; consoling myself with the barren 
'ew associates, who, in the most indefatigable 
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Arixietate carens animus I’acil, otnnis aoerbi 
Impatiens, cupidus sil varum, ajitusquc bihendis 
Fontibus Aonidum. J u v kn a l. 

manner, employed their time and influeuet; in collecting from 
all qu.arlcrs observations on my iiiccc, W'hich, iii consequence 
of those suggestions, put on a new appearance almost every 
day, until my occasions called me out of the kingdom 

Soon after my rctinn, I and my pnxhiction wore intro- 
duced to a late iiatcntec, of courteous memory, who (rest his 
soulL found means to amuse me a whole season, and then 
declared it impracticable to bring it on till next year; ad- 
vising me to make my application more early in the winter, 
that W(‘ might have lime to concert such alterations as should 
be thought iiecessaiy lor its successful appcaiance on the 
stage. But I did not find my account m following this 
wholesome advice , foi, to me, he was always Jess and less at 
leisure. Jn short, alter sundry promises, and iiuinbcrless 
evasions, in the course of wliieh he practised upon me the 
whole art of jirocrastination, I demanded his final aiiswir, 
with such obstinacy and warmth, that he could no longer 
resist my imiiortumty, and refused my tragedy in plain 
terms. Not that he mentioned any material olijcctions to 
the piece itself, but seemed to fear my interest was not sulh- 
cieiU to support it in the representation ; aflirming that no 
dramatic composition, however perfect, could succeed witli 
an English audience by its own merit only, but must entirely 
depend upon a faction raised m its behalf. Incensed at tins 
unexpected declaration, 1 reproached him bitterly for having 
trifled with me so long; and, like my brother Bays, threat- 
ened to carry my performance to the other house. 

This was actually my intention, when I was given to un 
dcrsiand by a friend, that a nobleman of great weight had 
expressed an inelmalion to peruse it; and that, as interest 
was requisite, I could not do better than gratify his desiir 
with all expedition 1 committed it accordingly to the care 
of my counsellor, who undertook to give me a good account 
of it in less than a fortnight But four months elapsed before 
1 heard any tidings of my play , and then it was retrieved by 
pure accident, I believe, from the most dishonourable apait- 
medt of bis tordship’s house. 
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Enraged at the behaviour of thii supereili >us peer, and ex> 
reediiigly inortilied at the miscarriage of all niy eflbrts, 1 
wreaked my resentment upon the innocent cause of my dis- 
graces, and forthv^ith condemned it to oblivion, where, in all 
probability, it would have for ever slept, like a miserable 
abortion, had not a young gentleman of learning and taste 
waked my paternal sense, and persuaded me not only to 
rescue it from the tomb, where it had lain two whole years, 
but also to new-model the plan, which was imperfect and 
undigested before, and mould it into a regular tragedy, con- 
fined within the unities of the drama. 

Tlius improved, it fell into the hands of a gentleman who 
had wrote for the stage, and happened to please him so much, 
that he spoke of it very cordially to a young nobleman, since 
deceased, who, in a most generous manner, charged himself 
with the care of introducing it to the public; and, in the 
meantime, honoured me with his own remarks, in confonnity 
to which, it was immediately altered, and oflbred by his lord- 
ship to the new manager of Drury-lane theatre. It was 
about the latter end of the season when this candid person- 
age, to whom I owe many obligations for the exercises of 
patience he has set me, received the performance, which, 
some weeks after, he returned, assuring my friend that he 
was preengaged to another author, but if 1 could lie prevailed 
upon to reserve it till the ensuing winter, he would bring it 
on. In the interim my noble patron left London, whither he 
was doomed never to return ; and the conscientious manager, 
next season, instead of fulfilling his own promise and my 
expectation, gratified the town with the production of a play, 
the fate of which everybody knows. 

1 shall leave the reader to make his reflections on this 
event, and proceed to relate the other particulars of fortune 
that attended my unhappy issue, which in the succeeding 
spring, had the good luck to acquire the ap]irob.’'.tion of an 
eminent wit, who proposed a few amendments, and recom- 
mended it to a person, by whose influence 1 laid my account 
with seeing it appear at last, with such advantage as should 
make ample amends for all my disappointments. 

But here, too, I reckoned without rny host. The master of 
Covent Garden theatre bluntly rejected it, as a piece altoge- 
ther unfit for the stage; even after he had told me, in pre- 
sence of another gentleman, that he believed he should not 
venture to find fault with my performance, which had gained 
the good opinion of the honourable person who approved 
and recommended my play. 

Baflled in every attempt, I renounced all hopes of its seeing 
•<tie light, when a humane lady of quality interposed so urgently 
in its behalf with my worthy friend the other manager, that 
he very coinplaisantly received it again, and liad recourse to 
the old mystery of protraction, which he exercised with such 
success, that the seiuson was almost consumed before he 
could attbrd it a reading. My patience being by this time 
quite exhausted, I desired a gentleman, who interested him- 
self in my concerns, to go and expostulate with the vaticide. 
And, indeed, this piece of friendship he performed with so 
much zeal, upbraiding him with his evasive and presump- 
tuous behaviour, that the sage politician was enraged at his 
reprimand, and in the mettle of his wrath pronounced my 
play a wretched piece, deficient in language, sentiment, 
character, and plan. My friend, who was surprised at the 
hardiness and severity of this sentence, asking how he came 
to change his opinion, which had been more favourable when 
the tragedy was first put into his hands, he answered, that 
his opinion was not altered, neither had he ever uttered an 
expression'in its favour. 

This was an unlucky assertion— for the other immediately 
produced a letter which 1 had received from the young noble- 
man two years before, beginning with these words — 

“ Sir, 1 have received Mr. L — 's aaswer; who says, he 
thinks your play has uiidubitable merit, but has prior pro- 
mises to Mr. T n, as an honest man, cannot be evaded.” 

—And concluding thus ” As the manager has promised 
me the choice of the season next year, if you’ll be advised by 
me, rest it with me.” 

After having made some remarks suitable to the occasion, 
my friend left him to chew the cud of reflection, the result 
of which was, a message to my patroness, importing (with 


many expressioni of duty) that neither the circumstances of 
his company, nor the advanced season of the year, would 
permit him to obey her command, but if 1 would wait till 
next winter, and during the summer make such alterations 
as I had agreed to, at a conference with some of his prin 
cipal performers, he would assuredly put my play in re 
hearsai, and in the mean time give me an obligation in 
writing, for my further satisfaction. 1 would have taken 
him at his word, without hesitation, but was persuaded to 
dispense with the proffered security, that I might not seem to 
doubt the influence or authority of her ladyship. The play, 
however, was altered ami presented to this upright director, 
who renounced his engagement, without the least scruple, 
apology, or reason assigned. 

Thus have 1 in the most impartial manner (perhaps too 
circumstantially) displayed the conduct of those playhouse 
managers with whom I have had any concern, relating to 
my tragedy. And whatever disputes have happened between 
the actors and me, are suppressed as frivolous animosities, 
unworthy of the reader’s attention. 

Had I suffered a repulse when I first presented my per- 
fonnance, I should have had cause to complain of my being 
excluded from that avenue to the public favour, which ought 
to lie open to all men of genius ; and how far 1 deserve that 
distinction, I now leave the world to decide; after I have, in 
justice to myself, declared that my hopes of success were not 
derived from the partial applause of my own friends only, 
but inspired (as some of my greatest enemies know) by the 
approbation of persons of the first note in the republic of 
taste, whose countenance, 1 vainly imagined, would have 
been an effectual introduction to the stage. 

Be that as it will, I hope the unprejudiced observer will 
own, with indignation and disdain, that every disappoint- 
ment I have endured, was an accumulated injury; and the 
whole of my adversary’s condui't, a series of the most unjus- 
tifiable equivocation and insolent absurdity. For, though he 
may be excusable in refusing a work of this kind, either on 
account of his ignorance or discernment, surely neither the 
one nor the other can vindicate his dissimulation and breach 
of promise to the author. 

Abuse of prerogative, in matters of greater importance, 
prevails so much at present, and is so generally overlooked, 
that it is almost ridiculous to lament the situation of authors, 
who must either at once lorego all opportunities of acquiring 
reputation in dramatic poetry, or humble themselves so, as to 
soothe the pride and humour the petulance of a mere Goth, 
who, by the most preposterous delegation of power, may 
become the sole arbiter of tins kind of writing. 

Nay, granting that a bard is willing to prostitute his talents 
so shamefully, perliaps he may never find an occasion to 
practise tills vile condescension to advantage. For, after he 
has gained admission to a patentee (who is often more diffi- 
cult of access than a sovereign prince), and even made shift 
to remove all other objections, an uijsurmouu table obstacle 
may be raised by the manager’s avarice, which will dissuade 
tiim from hazarding a certain expense on an uncertain issue, 
when he can fill his theatre without running any risk, or 
disoblige his principal actors, by putting them to the trouble 
of studying new parts. 

Besides, he will be apt to say within himself, *' If I must 
entertain the town with variety, it is but natural that 1 
should prefer the productions of my friends, or of those who 
have any friends worth obliging, to the works of obscure 
strangers, who have nothing to recommend them but a 
doubtful superiority of merit, winch, in all likelihood, will 
never rise in judgment against me.” 

That such have been tlie reflections of patentees, 1 believe 
no man of intelligence and veracity will deny ; and I will 
venture to affirm, that on the strength of interest or con- 
nexion with the stage, some people have commenced 
dramatic authors, who otherwise would have employed their 
Taculties in exercises better adapted to their capacity. 

After what has been said, any thing by way of application 
would be an insult on the understanding of the public, to 
which I owe and acknowledge the most indelible obligation 
for former favours, as well as for the uncommon encourage 
meiit I have received in the publication of the following play. 
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PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 

Kxvo OP I DYnrBAK. Stuart. Queen. 

Scotland. I Ramcat. Grime. Eleonora. 

Amour | Athol. , Cattak. 

Guards, Attendants, Ac. 

act THE FIRST. 

SCENE L — A Convent in Perth. — ^Angtts, Dunbar. 

Dun. But that my duty calls, I would decline 
Th’ unwelcome office. Now, when justice waves 
Her flaming sword, and loudly claims her due, 
Thus to arrest her arm, and offer terms 
Of peace to traitors, who avow their crime, 

Is to my apprehension weak, and suits 

But little with the majesty of kings. 

Why sleeps the wonted valour of our prince ? 

Angus. Not to th’ ensan^in’d field of death alone 
Is Valour limited. She sits serene 
In the delib’rate council ; sagely scans 
The source of action ; weighs, prevents, provides. 
And scorns to count her glories, from the feats 
Of brutal force alone. — 

— What frenzy were it 
To risk oiir fortune on th’ unsure event 
Of one occurrence, naked as we are 
To unforeseen disaster, when the terms 
We proffer, may retard th’ impending blow? 

— Better to conquer by delay. The rage 
Of Athol’s fierce adherents, flush’d with hope 
Of plunder and revenge, will soon abate. 

And ev’ry hour bring succour to our cause. 

Dun. Well hast thou taught me, how the piercing 
Of calm sagacity excels the dint [eye 

Of headstrong resolution. Yet, my soul 

l^ants for a fair occasion to re\enge 
My father’s wrongs on Athol’s impious head! 

Yes, Angus, while the blood of March revolves 
Within my veins, the traitor shall not find 

llis perfidy forgot. But what of this ? 

What are my private injuries, compar’d 
To those he meditates against the state ! 

Against a prince with ev’ry virtue grac’d 
That dignifies the throne, to whom the ties 
Of kindred and allegiance could not bind 
Ilis faithless heart. Not ev’n the sacred bond 
Of friendship unreserv’d I — For well thou know'st. 
The king securely listen’d to his voice, 

As to an oracle. 

Ang. ’Twas there indeed 

He triumph’d in his guile ! — Th’ unwary prince. 
Sooth’d by his false professions, crown’d his guilt 
With boundless confidence ; and little thought 
That very confidence supplied his foe 
With means to shake his throne ! — While Athol led 
His royal kinsman through the dang’rous path 
Of sudden reformation, and observ’d 
What murmurs issued from the giddy crowd. 

Each popular commotion he improv’d 
By secret ministers : and disavow’d 
Those very measures he himself devis’d ! 

Thus cherish’d long by his flagitious arts. 
Rebellion glow’d in secret, till at length 
His scheme mature, and all our loyal Thanes 
At their own distant homes repos’d secure. 

The flame burst out. Now from his native hills. 
With his accomplice Grime, and youthful heir. 
Impetuous Stuart, like a sounding storm 
He rushes down with five revolting clans ; 
Displays a spurious title to the crown. 

Arraigns the justice of his monarch’s sway. 


And by this sudden torrent, means, no doubt, 

To sweep him from the throne. 

Dun. Aspiring villaiit 

A fit associate has he chose. A wretch ^ 

Of soul more savage breathes not vital air 
Than Grime ; but Stuart, ’till of late, maintain’d 
A fairer fame. 

Ang. A cherish’d hope expires 

In his dishonour too I — While Stuart’s ear 
Was deaf to vicious counsel, and his soul 
Remain’d unshaken, by th’ enchanting lure 
Which vain ambition spread before his eye. 

He bloom’d the pride of Caledonia’s youth, 

In virtue, valour, and external grace : 

For thou, sole rival of his fame, wast train’d 
To martial deeds, in climes remote. 

Dun. O Thane ! 

Whatever wreaths from danger’s steely crest 
My sword hath won ; whatever toils sustain’d 
Beneath the sultry noon, and cold damp night. 
Could ne’er obtain for me one genial smile 
Of her, who bless’dthat happy rival’s vows 
With mutual love ! — Why should I dread to own 
The tender throbbings of my captive heart ; 

The melting passion which has long inspir’d 
My breast for Eleonora, and implore 
A parent’s sanction to support my claim ? 

Ang. Were she more fair and gentle than she is, 
(And to my partial eye, nought e’er appear’d 
So gently fair,) 1 would approve thy claim 
To her peculiar smiles. 

Du?i. Then will I strive 

With unremitted ardour, to subdue 
Her coy reluctance ; while 1 scorn the threats 
Of frantic jealousy that flames unrein’d 
In Stuart’s breast ! — But see ! the fair one comes. 
In all the pride of dazzling channs array’d. 

SCENE n. — A ngus, Dunbar, Ei.konora. 

Eicon. Something of moment, by a fresh despatch 
Imparted to the king, requires in liaste 
The presence of my sire. 

Ang. Forbear a while 

Thy parley with the foe ; and here attend 
Our consultation’s issue. [Exit Ang. 

SCENE III. — Dunbar, Eleonora. 

Dun. Ill it suits 

A soldier’s tongue, to plead the eause of love, 

In phrase adapted to tlie tender theme : 

But trust me, beauteous wonder ! when I swear, 
Not the keen impulse, and impatient hope 
Of glory, glowing in the warrior’s breast, 

With more awaken’d transport fill'd my soul 
When the fierce battle rag’d, than that I feel 
At thy approach ! — My tongue has oft reveal’d 
The dictates of my heart ; but thou, averse. 

With cold disdain, hast ever chill’d my hopes. 
And scorn’d my proffer’d vows ! — 

Eicon. O youth, beware ! 

Let not the flow’ry scenes of joy and peace, 

That faithless passion to the view presents. 
Ensnare thee into woe ! — Thou little know’st 
What mischief lurks in each deceitful charm ; 
What griefs attend on love. 

Dun. Keen are the pangs 

Of hapless love, and passion unapprov’d : 

But where consenting wishes meet, and vows 
Reciprocally breath’d, confirm the tie, 

Joy rolls on joy, an inexhausted stream ! 

And virtue crowns the sacred scene with peace I 
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Eleon. Illusion all ! the phantoms of a mind 
That o’er its present fate repining, courts 
The vain resource of Fancy’s airy dreams. 

War is thy province — war be thy pursuit 

J)un, O ! thou would tell me, 1 am savage all — 
Too much estrang'd to the soft arts of life, [school — 
To warm thy breast! — ^Ycs, war has been my 
War’s rough sincerity, unskill’d in modes 
Of peaceful commerce — soften’d not the less 
To pious truth, humanity, and love. 

Eicon, Y es : — I were envious to refuse applause, 
When ev’ry mouth is open’d in thy praise. — 

I were ungrateful not to yield thee more. 
Distinguish’d by thy choice ; and though my heart 
Denies thee love, thy virtues have acquir’d 
Th’ esteem of Eleonora. 

Dun. O ! thy words 

Would fire the hoary hermit’s languid soul 
With ecstasies of pride ! — IIow then shall I, 

Elate with ev’ry vainer hope, that warms 
’J’h’ aspiring thought of youth, thy praise sustain 

With moderation ? Cruelly benign ! 

Thou hast adorn’d the victim ; but, alas I 
Thou likewise giv’st the blow ! 

— Though Nature’s hand 
With so much art has blended ev’ry grace 
In thy enchanting form, that ev’ry eye 
With transport views thee, and conveys unseen 
The soft infection to the vanquish’d soul. 

Yet wilt thou not the gentle passion own. 

That vindicates thy sway I — 

Eicon. O gilded curse I 

More fair than rosy morn, when first she smiles 
O’er the dew-brighten’d verdure of the spring! 

But more deceitful, tyramious, and fell 
Than syrens, tempests, and devouring flame I 
May I ne’er sieken, languish and despair 
Within thy dire domain ! — fasten, ye powers ! 

And yield your sanction to my purpos’d vow — 

— If e’er my breast [Kneeling. 

Dun. For ever let me pine 

In secret misery, divorc’d from hope ! 

But, ah, forbear I nor forfeit thy own peace. 

Perhaps in one rash moment. 

SCENE IV. — Donbak, Eleonora, Herald, 

Her. ^From the tower 

That fronts the hills, due north, a moving host 
Is now descried ; and, from the southern gate, 

A cloud of dust is seen to roll ; the gleam 
Of burnish’d arms, oft through the dusky sphere 
Salutes the dazzled eye ; — a loyal band 
With valiant Ramsay, from the banks of Tweed, 
That hastens to our aid. The first, suppos’d 
The rebel train of Athol. By command 
Of Angus. I attend thee, to demand 
An audience of the foe. 

Dun. 1 follow straight [Exit Herald. 

Whate’er is amiably fair — ^Whate’er 
Inspires the gen’rous aim of chaste desire, 

My soul contemplates and adores in thee ! 

Yet will I not with vain complainings vex 
Thy gentle nature. My unblemish’d love 
Shall plead in my behaif. [Exit Dunbar. 

SCENE V. — ^Eleonora. 

Eicon. Adieu, brave youth I 

Why art thou doom’d to sufler fruitless pains ? 
And why, alusl am I the destin’d wretch 
That must inflict them? — Agonizing thought! 

I yielded up my fond believing heart 
To him who basely left it, for the charms 
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Of treacherous ambition ! — hapless Stuart ! 

How art thou chang’d ! how lost ! thy cruel fkte, 
Like a false harlot, smiles thee into ruin ! 

SCENE VI. — Enter Stuart disguised like a priest 
Stuart, Eleonora. [high 

Stuart. The mighty schemes of empire soar too 
For your distinction, daughter. Simple woman 
Is weak in intellect, as well as frame. 

And judges often from the partial voice 
That soothes her wishes most. [JJiscovering himself 
Eleon. Ila, frantic youth ! 

What guilty purpose leads thy daring steps 
To this forbidden place ? — Art thou not come 
Beneath that sacred veil, the more to brave 
Th’ avenging hand of Ileav’n? 

Stuart. No— that I tread 

The paths of danger, where each bosom pants 
With keen revenge against me, speaks aloud 
The fervour of my love — My love misplac’d ! 

Else, would’st thou not receive the gen’rous proof 
With anger and disdain. 

Eicon. Have I not ^ause 

To drive thee from my heart? — Hast thou not chas’d 
All faith, and truth, and loyalty from thine ? 

Say, hast thou not conspir’d against thy prince ? 

A prince who cherish’d thee with parent’s zeal. 
With friendship honour’d thee, and ev’ry day 
With bounteous favour crown’d thy rising wish ? 

Stuart. Curse on his arts ! — his aim was to enslave 
Th* aspiring soul, to stifle and repress 
Th’ energing dictates of my native right. 

To ett'acc tlie glowing images within, 

Awak’d by glory, and retain by fraud 
The sceptre he usurps ! 

Eleon. Insidious charge ! 

As feeble as unjust ! for, clear as day 

In course direct 

Stuart. In idle argument 

Let us not now consume the precious hour ; 

The middle stream is pass’d ; and the safe shore 
Invites our dauntless footsteps — Yonder sun. 

That climbs the noon-tide arch, already sees 
Twelve thousand vassals, marching in the train 
( )f warlike Athol *, and before the shades 
Of ev’ning deepen. Berth’s devoted walls 
Will shake before them — ^Ere the tempest roars, 

1 come to snatch thee from th’ impending storm — 
Eleon. O impotent of thought 1 — O ! dead to 
Shall I for pompous infamy forego [shame I 

Th’ eternal peace that virtue calls her own ? 

Stuart. Or, say thy love, inconstant as the wave, 
Another object claims. False — peijur’d maid ! 

I mark’d thy minion, as he charm’d thine ear 
With grov’ling adulation. Yes, I saw 
Thy looks, in artful languishment, disclose 
Thy yielding soul, and heard thy tongue proclaim 
The praises of Dunbar. 

Eleon. Away— away 1 

I scorn thy mean suspicion, and renounce 
Thy passion with thy crimes. Though bredin campts, 
Dunbar is gentle, gen’rous, and humane ; 

I’ossess’d of ev’ry manly grace, to win 
The coyest virgin’s heart. — 

Stuart. Perdition whelm 

The prostrate sycophant ! — may heav’n exhaust 

Its thunder dn my head may hell disgorge 

Infernal plagues to blast me, if I cease 
To persecute the caitiff, till his blood 
Assuage my parch’d revenge ! — perfidious slave 
To steal between me and my darling hope ! — 

F F 2 
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The traitor durst not, had I been — O vows I 
“^here is your obligation ? — Eleonora ! 

O lovely curse ! restore me to myself ! — [storm 

JEleon. Rage on, fierce youth, more savage than the 
'Hiat howls on Thule’s shore !— th’ unthrifty maid. 
Too credulously fond I who gave away 
Her heart so lavishly, deserves to wed 
The woes that from her indiscretion flow ! — 

— Yet ev’n my folly should, with thee, obtain 
A fairer title and a kinder fate ! [pow’rs ! 

Stuart Ha ! weep’st thou ? — witness all ye sacred 
Her philters have undone me ! — lo, my wrath 
Subsides again to love ! — Enchantress ! say, 

Why hast thou robb’d me of my reason thus ? 

Ekon. Has Eleonora robb’d thee ? — O recal 
Those flatt’ring arts thy own deceit employ’d 
To wreck my peace ! — recal thy fervent vows 
Of constant faith — thy sighs and ardent looks ! 
Then whisper to thy soul, those vows were false — 
Those sighs unfaithful, and those looks disguis’d ! 
Stuart Thou — thou art chang’d — ^but Stuart stUl 
the same ! 

Ev’n while thou chid’st me, ev’ry tender wish 
Awakes anew, and in my glowing breast 
Unutterable fondness pants again ! 

— Wilt thou not smile again, as when, reclin’d 
By Tay’s smooth-gliding stream, we softly breath’d 
Our mutual passion to the vernal breeze ? [paths 
FAeon. Adieu — dear scenes, adieu — ye fragrant 
So courted once — ye spreading boughs, that wave 
Your blossoms o’er the stream! — delightful shades I 
Where the bewitching music of thy tongue 
First chann’d my captive soul I — when gentle love 
Inspir’d the soothing tale I — Jiove — sacred love 
That lighted up his flame at Virtue’s lamp I 

Stuart In time’s eternal round, shall we not hail 

Another season equally serene ? 

— To-day, in snow array’d, stern winter rules 
The ravag’d plain — Anon the teeming earth 
Unlocks her stores, and spring adorns the year : 
And shall not we — while fate, like winter, frowns. 
Expect revolving bliss ? 

Jsieon. Wouldst thou return 

To loyalty and me — ^my faithful heart 
Would welcome thee again I — 

Angus {within.'] Guard every gate 

That none may ’scape — 

Eicon. Ha I — Whither wilt thou fly ? 

Discover’d and beset 1 

Stuart Let Angus come — 

His short-liv’d pow’r I scorn — 

{Throws away his disguise. 

SCENE VIT. — Enter Angus with Guards, 
Stuart, Eluonoka. 

Angus. What dark resolve, 

By gloomy Athol plann’d, has hither led 
Thy steps presumptuous ? — Eleonora, hence. — 

It ill befits thee — ^but, no more — away — 

I’ll brook no answer {E.rif Eleonora. 

— Is it not enough. 

To lift Rebellion’s impious brand on high, 

And scorch the face of Faith ; that ye thus creep 
In ruffian ambush, seeking to perforin 
The deed ye dare not trust to open war ? [hate 
Stuart Thou little know’st me — or thy rankling 
Defrauds my courage. Wherefore should I skulk 
Like the dishonour’d wretch, •whose hireling steel, 
In sM(Tt*t lifted, reeks with human gore. 

When valiant Athol hastens at the head 
Of warlike thousands, to assert our cause ? 


Ang. The cause of treason never was confin’d 
To deeds of open war ; but still adopts 
The stab of crouching murder. Thy revolt, 

The stem contraction of thy sullen brow. 

And this disguise, apostate 1 speak thee bent 
On fatal errand. 

Stuart. That thou seest me here 

Unann’d, alone, from Angus might obtairi 
A fair interpretation — Stuart’s love 
Pleads not in mystic temis ; nor are my vows 

To Eleonora cancell’d or unknown 

Vows by thyself indulg’d, ere envy yet, 

Or folly had induc’d thee, to embrace 
The fortunes of our foe. T’hy foul reproach 
My soul retorts on thee I and mark, proud lor^l. 
Revenge will have its turn ! — 

Ang. Ha I must 1 bear 

A beardless traitor’s insults? — ’tis not mine 
To wage a fruitless war of words with thee, [just 
Vain-glorious stripling. While thine aims wen 
J seal’d thy title to my daughter’s love ; 

But now, begrim’d with treason, as thou art, 

By heav’n ! not diadems and thnmes shall bribe 
My approbation 1 — But the king himself 
Shall judge thy conduct! — Guards — 

SCENE VIII. — Enter Eleonora, vdio kneels. 

O ! let me thui 

Implore compassion at a parent’s knees. 

Who ne’er refus’d 

Ang. Convey him hence. 

{Stuart is led off 
Arise — 

Remember, Eleonora, from what soui ee 
’Phine origin is drawn. Thy mother’s soul 
In purity excell’d the snowy fleece [charms 

That clothes our northern hills I — her youthful 
Her artless blush, her look serenely sweet. 

Her dignity of mien and smiles of love 

{Survive in thee — Let me behold thee too 

Her honour’s heiress {Exit Angus 

SCENE IX. 

Eicon. Yes— I will adhere 

To this ill-omen’d honour I sacrifice 
Life’s promis’d joys to its austere decree ; 

And vindicate the glories of my race, 

At the sad price of peace ! — If Athol’s arm 
(Which heav’n avert !) to treason add success, 

My father’s death will join his sov’reign’s fall, 
And if the cause of royalty prevail, 

Each languid hope with IStuart must expire ! — 
From thought to thought, perplex’d, in vain 1 stray 
To pining anguish doom’d and fell dismay ! 

ACT THE HKCOmt— Scene continues. 

Angus, Dunbar. 

JOun. By heav’n it glads me, that my sw'ord shal 
An ample field to-day. The king arous’d, [fiiu 
Chafes like a lion in the toils betray’d ! 

Ajtg. I mark’d his indignation, as it rose 
At Athol’s proud reply, from calm concern 
To anxious tumult, menacing disdain. 

And overboiling wrath. But say, my friend. 

How move the rebels? — Are their ranks dispos’d 
By military skill? — Or come they on 
In undistinguish’d crowds ? — 

Dun. In concourse rude 

They swarm undisciiilin’d — all arm’d alike 
With sword and target. On their first assault 
(Fearless, indeed, and headlong!) all their hope& 
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Of conquest must depend. If we, unbroke, 
Sustain their onset ; little skill’d in war, 

To wheel, to rally, and renew the charge, 
C^)nfusion, havock, and dismay, will seize 
I'h’ astonish’d rout. 

A7}(j. What numbers bring they on ? 

Dun, Ten thousand, as I guess. 

Ang. OuiTJ scarce amount 

To half the number ; yet, with those, we mean 
'I'o hazard an encounter. Thou, meanwhile, 

Shall visit ev’ry passage, sound th’ alarm, 

And man the city -walls. Here I attend 

The king — and lo 1 he comes. [^Exit Dunbar. 

SCENE II.--K1NG, Angus. 

— The commonweal 

Has been consulted. Tenderness and zeal 
llecame the parent. Those have nought avail’d, — 
Now, let correction speak the king incens’d I 

Amj. Not without cause, my liege, shall dread 
rebuke 

Attend your royal wrath. Wliat reign shall ’scape 
h’ebellion’s curse, when your paternal sway 
Has hatch’d the baneful pest ? 

Kbuj. lA*t Heaven decide 

Ret ween me and my foes. That 1 would spare 
’I’he guiltless blood which must our quarrel dye. 

No other jiroof requires, than my advance 
’I’o reconcilement — opposite, perhaps, 

'I’o n»y own dignity. Rut I will rise 
In vengeance mighty ! and dispel the clouds 
That have bedimm’d my state. 

Ang. The odds are great 

Retween the numbers : but our cause is just : 

Our soldiers regularly train’d to war,. 

And not a breast among us entertains 
A doubt of victory. 

Knu). 0 valiant Thane ! 

Experienc’d oft, and ever trusty found I 
’J'hy penetrating eye, and active zeal, 

First brought this foul conspiracy to light ; 

And now thy ftiithful vassals first appear 
In arms for my defence ! — Thy recompense 
My love shall study. 

Ang. RlotlC'l be my name 

F rorn honour’s records, when I stand aloof. 
Regardless of the danger that surrounds 
U'he fortunes of my prince ! 

King. I know thee well. 

IMean time, our care must be, to obviate, 

With circumspection and preventive skill, 

'I'lieir numbers. In unecjual conflict joins 
Th’ unwieldy spear that loads the borderer, 
l\'ith the broad targe and expeditious sword : 

The loyal band that from the hills of Lorn 
Arriv’d, shall in our front advance, and stand 
AVith targe to targe, and blade to blade oppos’d ; 
'riie spears extended form the second line, 

And our light archers hover to and fro, 

U’o gall their flanks. Whatever accident 
In battle shall befal, thy vigilance 
Will remedy. Myself will here remain 
To guard the town, and with a small reserve, 

(If need requires) thine exigence supply. 

Ang. With joy the glorious task I undertake ! 

[^Exeunt. 

SCENE III. — Dunbar, Ramsay. 

Earn. They halt, and occupy the narrow pass 
Form’d by the river and th’ impending hill ; 

With purpose, as T deem, lo charge our host 
On the small plain that skirts the town. 


Dun. »Tis well 

Thus hemm’d, their useless numbers will inTOlrt 
Themselves in tumult, to our arms secure 
An easy conquest, and retard their flight 
To Angus hie thee straight with this advice. 

My task perform’d, I wait the king’s command 
In this appointed place. [Exit Ramsay, 

SCENE IV.— Eleonora, Dunbar. 

Eicon. I sought thee, youth. — 

Ere yet this dreadful crisis shall decide’ 

The public fate, let us to private woe 
Devote one moment I — Tell me, brave Dunbar, 
Wilt thou not, from the hurry of the day. 

One moment snatch to hear me, and condole 
The anguish of my soul ? 

Dun. 0 Eleonora I 

Sooner shall the parch’d traveller refuse 
The gelid fountain, than my raptur’d soul 
The music of thy tongue ! — What grief profanes 
Thy spotless bosom ? — happy 1 far above 
The pride of conquerors, were I to ease 
Thy sorrow’s pangs I — 

Eicon. Thy gen’rous heart alone 

Can brook the enterprise — 

Dun. 0 1 task my love , 

That I, more swift than gales that sweep the plain, 
May fly to thy relief I 
Eicon. Then summon up 

Those elevated thoughts that lift the soii 
To virtue’s highest pinnacle ; the boon 
My misery demands, will crave them all ! 

Dun. Be it to brave the menaces of death, 

In shape however horrid, so my faith 
And love remain inviolate, my heart 
Beats with unusual ardour ; and demands 
The test, impatient 1 — 

Eleo?i. Friendless and forlorn 

In fetters Stuart lies I — 

Dun. Ha ! 

Eicon. From the snares 

Of gloomy fate release him. 

Du7i. Cruel maid I 

Nay, let me call thee barbarous I in spite 
Of adoration. Could thy mind suggest 
No forward slave, to set thy lover free, 

But a despairing rival ? — ’Tis not giv’n 
Th’ impassion’d soul of man to execute 
A deed so fatal to its own repose 1 
Eicon. I sought not — witness, ye celestial powers I 
To aggravate thy pain. My mind, perplex’d, 
Revolv’d in silent woe, nor could unload 
Her burden to another. Thou alone. 

Hast won iny fair opinion and my trust ; 

And to thy word indebted, honour claims 
Th’ engagement all her own. 

Dun. Yet, with reserve 

Was that impawn’d ; my loyalty and love 
Were sacred ev’n from that ; nor can I loose 
His chains, without an injury to both ! 

Eicon. Cold — unaspiring is the love that dwells 
With tim’rous caution ; and the breast untouch’d 
By glory’s godlike fervour that retain^ 

The scruples of discretion. Let the winds. 

That have dispers’d thy promise, snatch thy vowsl 
Dun. Shall I, through rash enthusiasm, wed 
Eternal anguish ? Shall I burst asunder 
The bonds of awful justice, to preserve 
The serpent that has poison’d all my peace! 

No, Eleonora ! — blasted be- 
Ekon. 


Take heed! 
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Nor, by an oath precipitate involve 

Thy fate beyond resource. Eor know, Dunbar, 

The love of Stuart, with his guilt abjur’d, 

This mom, my solemn vow to Heav’n appeal’d 

Hath sever’d us for ever. 

pun. Then I’m still I 

Still as the gentle calm, when the hush’d wave 

No longer foams before the rapid storm ! 

Let the youn^ traitor perish, and his name 

In dark oblivion rot 

Eicon, Shall I, alas ! 

Supinely savage, from my ears exclude 
The cries of youthful woe ? — of woe entail’d 

By me, too ! If my heart denies him love. 

My pity, sure, may flow I Has he not griefs 

That wake ev’n thy compassion ? Say, Dunbar, 

Unmov’d couldst thou survey th’ unhappy youth 
(Whom hut this morn beheld in pride of hope 
And pow’r magnificent) stretch’d on the ground 
Of a damp dungeon, groaning with despair. 

With not one friend his sorrows to divide, 

And cheer his lone distress ? 

Dun. Can I resist 

Bo fair a motive, and so sweet a tongue ? 

When thy soft heart with kind compassion glows, 

Shall I the tender sentiment repress ? 

No I — ^let me rather hail the social pang. 

And ev’ry selfish appetite subdued. 

Indulge a flame so gen’rous and humane ! 

Away with each emotion that suggests 
A rival favour’d, and a traitor freed I 
My love unbounded reigns, and scorns to own 

Reflection’s narrow limits ! Yes, n^ fair, 

This hour he shall be free [EMt Dunbar, 

SCENE V. — ^Eleonoka. 

Eicon, O wondrous power 

Of love beneficent ! — 0 gen’rous youth ! 

What recompense (thus hanknipt as 1 am) 

Shall speak my grateful soul ! A poor return 

Cold friendship renders to the fervid hope 
Of fond desire I and my invidious fate 

Allows no more. But let me not bewail. 

With avarice of grief, my private woe; 

When pale with tear, and harass’d with alarm. 

My royal mistress, still benign to me, 

The zealous tender of my duty claims. {^Exit, 

SCENE VI. — Discovers Stuart in chains. 
Stuart. Curse on my headstrong passion ! — I have 
The wages of my folly ! — Is it thus [earn’d 

My fiuthless destiny requites my hope ? 

SCENE VII. — Stuart, Dunhab. 

Stuart. Ha I com ’st thou to insult my chains ? — 
My unpropitious demon gave me up [’Twas well 

To your resentment, tamely. 

Dun, To exult 

Ev’n o’er an enemy oppress’d, and heap 
Aflliction on th’ afflicted, is the mark 
And the mean triumph of a dastard soul. 

’Tis what Dunbar disdains. Perhaps, I come 
To pity, not rejoice at Stuart’s fate. 

Stuart. To pity! — Torture! am I fall’n so low ? — 
Ha ! recreant ! — ^move thy pity ! — Hell untie 
These slavish manacles, that I may scourge 
This wretched arrogant ! — 

Dun, True courage scorns 

To vent her prowess in a storm of words ; 

And, to the valiant, actions speak alone. 

Then let my deeds approve me. 1 am come 


To give thee instant freedom. 

Stuart. Mean’st thou death? 

I shall be free then. An apt minister 
Th’ usurper has ordain’d to perpetrate 
His secret murders. 

Dun. Why wilt thou belie 

Thy own intelligence ? — Thou know’st my sword 
Was ne’er aecustom’d to the bravo’s stab ; 

Nor the designs of him so falsely styled 
Usurper, ever sullied with a stain 
Of cruelty or guile. My purpose is. 

To knock thy fetters off, conduct thee safe 
Without the city confines, and restore thee 
To liberty and Athol. — 

Stuart. Pawning coward ! 

Thou — thou restore me! — thou unbind niy chains! 
Impossible ; — Thy fears that I may ’scape, 

Like vultures gnaw thee ! — 

Dun. AVhen the battle joins. 

Thou shnlt be answer’d. — 

Stuart. When the battle joins ! — 

— Away dissembler I — Sooner wouldst thou beard 
The lion in his rage, than fairly meet 
My valour on the plain ! 

Dun. Ha! who art thou, [throne! 

That I should dread thy threats ? — by Heav’n’s high 
I’ll meet thee in a d(‘sert, to thy teeth 
Proclaim thy treachery, and with my sword 
Explore thy faithless heart! — Meanwhile, my steps 
Shall guide thee to the field. 

Jj^Stuart is unchained^ and presented with a sword. 
Stuart. No ! — ^lightning blast me 

If I become thy debtor, proud Dunbar ! 

Thy nauseous benefits shall not enslave 
My free-born <will. Here, captive as 1 am, 

Thy lavish’d obligation shall not buy 
My friendship ! — No ! nor stifle my revenge ! 

Dun. Alike unpleasant would it be to me, 

Ti’o court thy love, or deprecate thy hate : — 

What have 1 proff’err’d, other motives urg’d — 

The gift is Eleonora’s. — 

Stuart. Bacred powers ! 

Let me not understand thee. — Thou hast rous’d 
My soul's fury ! — In the blood that wariiis 
Thine heart, perfidious ! I will slake mine ire. 

Dun. In all my conduct, insolent of heart I 
What hast thou mark’d so abject and so mean, 
That thy foul tongue its liceiihc thus avows? 

I'o boundless passion subject, as thyself, 

Wild tumult oft my reason overwhelms ! — 

Then tempt me not too far, lest blindfold wTath 
Transport my soul, and headlong ruin crush 
Thy pride, ev’n here ! — 

Stuart. In this accursed place 

Let me be shackled — rivetted with bolts, 

"J’ill the rust gnaw my carcase to the bone. 

If my heart throbs not for the combat, hen; ! — 
Ev’n here, where thou art lord! — Ha! dost thoi 
shake ? 

By Hcav’n thy quiv’ring lip and haggard look 
Confess pale terror and amaze ! 

Dun. — Away ! — 

Away, lewd railer 1 — not thy sland’rous throat, 

Bo fruitful of invectives, shall provoke me 
To wreak unworthy vengeance on thee, safe 
In thy captivity : — But soon as war 
Shall close th’ cncount’ring hosts. I’ll find thee out— 
Assert my claim to Eleonora’s love. 

And tell thee what thou art 

Stuart. 1 bum 1 — I rage I 

My fell revenge consumes me ! — But no more — 
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Thou shalt not ’scape me ! — Goaded by my wrongs, 
I’ll haunt thee through the various scenes of death I 
Thou shalt be found ! 

JDun. I triumph in that hope. [^Exeunt. 

SCENE VIIT. — CJiangcs. — ^King, Queen, 
Attendants, ^c. ^c. 

King, Courageous Angus shall not be o’erpower’d — 
Myself will bring him aid. — 

Queen. Alas ! my prince ! 

King, What means the gentle partner of my heart? 
Dismiss thy fears. This day will dissipate 
The cause of thy dismay. Ev’n now I go 
To pluck the wreath of victory, and lay 
Eresh laurels in thy lap. 

Queen, Ah ! why let in 

A train#of harpy sorrows to my breast? 

— Ah ! wliy in your own precious life, expose 
Your kingdom’s safety, and your comfort’s peace ? 

• — Let me restrain you from the field to-day. 

There is no fame — no glory to be won 
Prom a revolter’s brow. — 

King, The public weal 

Commands to arm — dishonour taint my name, 
Wlien 1 reject the call ! 

Queen. Ill-omen’d call I 

’riiat like the raven’s croak, invades my quiet ! 

O ! would to Heaven, our minutes smoothly roll’d 
In humble solitude, with meek -eyed peace, 

Ihunote from royalty, and all the cares 
That brood around the throne ! — 

King. No, let us scorn 

lTufe(*ling ease, and private bliss forego, 

When public misery implores our aid. 

AVhat dignity of transport feels the prince. 

Who from the fangs of fierce op])ressive power 
A people rescues ? 

Queen. What a dreadful host 

Of dangers ’circle him! 

King. Disease confers 

'riie stamp of value upon health ; and glory 
Is the fair child of peril. Thou thyself 
*My conduct wilt applaud, soon as thy mind 
Its native calm regains, and reason sways 
Uncheck’d by fear. — Secure till my return 
Remain within, and eveiy thought indulge 
Foreboding my success. — 

Queen, Adieu — Adieu ! 

Ileav’n crown valour with a happy wreath. 

[^Evit Queen. 

King, [to an Attendant.^ Swift, hie thee to Dunbar, 
and bid him lead 

The chosen citizens 

Enter Ramsay. 

SCENE IX.— Kino attended, Ramsay. 

Ram. O fatal chance ! 

The traitor Grime, with a selected band, 
rWhile Angus, press’d on ev’ry side, sustains 
Th’ unequal fight) a secret path pursued 
Around the hills, and pouring all at once. 

Surpris’d the eastern gate : the citizens. 

With consternation smote, before his arms i 

In rout disorder’d fly. — ' 

King. Ha ! then the wheel 

Of fate full circle rolls to crush me do-wn. 

Nor leaves one pause for conduct! — ^Yet I’ll bear 
My fortunes like a king — ^haste and collect 
The scatter’d parties — let us not submit 
Ere yet subdu’d I — To arms ! [^Drawing. 

Ram. Alas ! my prince ! 

The convent is beset — Hark ! while we speak 


The gates are burst— behold — 

King. We must prevent 

The pangs of ling’rin^ misery, and fall 
With honour, as we liv’d — 

SCENE X. — King attended, Ramsay. — Gbime 
I with followers bursting in. 

King, What bold contempt 

Of majesty, thus rudely dares intrude 
Into my private scenes ? 

Grime, The hour is fled 

That saw thy wanton tyranny impose 
The galling yoke — Yes, I’m come to wrest 
The prostituted sceptre from thy hand. 

And drag thee fetter’d to the royal throne 
Of Walter, whom I serve. 

King. Outrageous wretch I — 

Grown old in treachery I whose soul untam’d, 

No mercy softens, and no laws restrain I 
Thy life thrice forfeited, my pity thrice 
h>om justice hath redeem’d ; yet art thou found 
Still turbulent — a rugged rebel still. 

Unaw’d and unreclaim’d ! — 

Grime. That I yet breathe 

I’his ambient air, and tread this earth at will. 

Not to thy mercy but thy dread I owe. 

Wrong’d as I was — my old possessions reft 
By thy rapacious power, my limbs enchain’d 
Within a loathsome dungeon, and my name 
Thy loud reproach through all the groaning land * 
I’hou durst not shed my blood ! — the puri)le stream 
Had swell’d — a tide of vengeance ! and o’erwhelm d 
The proud oppressor. — 

King. Traitor to thy prince. 

And foe perverse to truth ! — how full thy crimes, 
Thy doom how just — my pardon how humane. 

Thy conscious malice knows. — But let me not 
Degrade my name, and vindicate to thee 
The justice of my reign. 

Grime. Vain were th’ attempt. 

With artifice of words, to soothe my rage. 

More deaf to mercy, than the famish'd wolf 
That tears the bleating kid ! — My starv’d revenge 
I’hy blood alone can satiate ! — Yield thee, then ! 

Or sink beneath mine arm. - 

King, Peav’n shall not see 

A deed so abject vilify my name — 

While yet I wield this sword, and the warm blood 
Still streams within my veins ; my courage soars 
Superior to a ruffian’s threats 

Grime. Fall on. 

And hew them piecemeal. 

\_King, Ramsay, and Attendants drive off 
Grime and his Followers; but are after^ 
wards overpowered and disarmed. 

Grime. Wilt thou yet maintain 

Thy dignity of words ? — Where are thy slaves, 

I’hy subjects, guards, and thunder of thy throne. 
Reduc’d usurper? — Guard these captives hence. 

[^Exeunt King, Ramsay, ^c, guarded, 

SCENE XI. — Enter a Soldier to Grime. 

Sold. A troop of horsemen have pobsess’d’the gate 
By which we gain’d the city. 

Grime. Blast them, hell! 

We must retreat another way, and leave 
Our aim unfinish’d ! — Our victorious swords 
At least shall guard the treasure they have won* 
When the fierce parent-lion bites our chain» 

His whelps forlorn an easy prey remain. 
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ACT THE THIRD. 

SCENE I. — Queen, Eleonora, Captain. 

Queen, What from the hattlements hast thou 
dcscry’d ? [clouds 

Capt. Nothing distinct, my queen. Involv’d in 
TiApervious to the view, the battle long 
Continued doubtful, "midst the mingling sounds 
Of trumpets, neighing steeds, tumuttuous shouts 
Of fierce assailants, doleful cries of death, 

And clattering armour ; till at length, the noise 
In distant murmurs diei O’er all the plain, 

Now a dread stillness reigns ! 

Queen. Then all is lost ! 

Why pauses ruin, and suspends the stroke ? 

Is it to lengthen out affliction’s term, 

And feed productive woe? Where shall the groans 
Of innocence deserted find redress ? 

Shall I exclaim to Heav’n ? — Already Heav’n 
Its pity and protection hath withdrawn ! 

Earth yield me refuge, then ! — give me to lie 
Within thy cheerless bosom ! — ^there, put off 
Th’ uneasy robe of being — there, lay down 
The load of my distress ! 

Khon, Alas ! my Queen, 

What consolation can the wretched bring ? 

How shall 1, from my own despair, collect 
Assuasive balm ? — Within my lonely breast 
Mute sorrow and despondence long have dwelt ! 
And while my sire, perhaps, this instant bleeds, 
The dim, exhausted fountains of my grief 
Can scarce afford a tear I 

Queen. O luxury 

Of mutual ill ! — IjgI us enjoy the feast ! 

To groan re-echo groan, in concert raise 
Our lamentation ; and when sorrow swells 
Too big for utterance, the silent streams 
Shall flow in common ! — When the silent streams 
Forbear to flow, the voict* again shall wail ! 

O mv lost lord ! — O save him — save him, jiowers ! 

Eicon. Is there no gentle remedy to soothe 
I’he soul’s disorder, lull the jarring thoughts, 

And with fair images amuse the mind? 

— (Jorae, smiling hope — divine illusion ! come 
In all thy pride of triumph o’er the pangs 
Of misery and pain ! 

Queen. Low — ^low indeed 

Have our misfortunes plung’d us ; when no gleam 
Of wand’ ring hope, how vain soe’er or false, 

Our invocation flatters ! — When — () when 
Will death deliver me? — Shall I not rest 
Within the peaceful tomb, where I may sleep 
In calm oblivion, and forget the wrecks 
Of stormy life ; — no sounds disturb the grave. 

Of murder’d husbands; — or the dismal scream 
Of infants perishing? — Ha ! whither leads 
Imagination ! — Must ye perish then. 

Ye tender blossoms? — Must the lofty oak 
That gave you life, and shelter’d you from harm, 
Yield to the traitor’s axe ? — O agony 
Of fond distraction I 

Eicon. Ha ! — behold where comes 

The warlike son of March ! — What, if he brings 
The news of victory I 

Queen. My soul, alarm’d 

With eagerness and terror, waits her doom. 

SCENE II.—- Queen, Eleonora, Dunbar. 

Queen. Say, youth, how fares the king ? 

J^un. Fair princess, hail ! 

To you.my duty and my speed were bent — 

Your royal consort triumphs. 


! Queen. Lives he, then ? 

Lives he, deliver’d from the fatal snares 
Which had enclos’d him ? 

Dun. To their hills repeH'd, 

The vanquish’d rebels curse his conqu’ring arm— 
He bade mo fly before him to the queen. 

With the glad tidings cheer her drooping soul. 
And hear his kindest wishes to the shrine 
Himself will soon adore. 

Queen. Will he then come 

And wipe the tear of sorrow from my cheek ? 

Ah, no ! — thy pity flatters me in vain ! 

Dun. Let me not dally with my queen’s distress. 
What were it, hut to lift incumbent woe. 

That it might fall more grievous ? Rjy the faith 
Of my allegiance, hith(*r speeds the king, 

By love attended, and by conquest crown’d, [sounds 
Queen. O welcome messenger! How sweetly 
Thy prelude ! Thus, the warbler of the morn. 

To the sick wretch who moan’d the tedious night. 
Brings balmy slumber, ease, and hope, and health 1 

0 wond’rous destiny ! 

Eicon. Thus, on my queen 

May fortune ever smile ! May bliss to bliss 
Succeed, a tranquil scene ! Say, noble youth. 
Returns my sire in safety from the field ? 

Dun. Safe as thy fondest filial wish can form. 

In war’s variety, mine eyes have seen 
Variety of valour and of skill ; 

But such united excellence of both, 

Such art to baffle and amuse the foe, 

Such intrci)idity to execute 
liepeated efforts, never, save in him, 

My observation trac'd! Our monarch’s acts 
My feeble praise w'ould sully and profane. 

Eicon. Thy words, like genial showers to the 
parch’d earth. 

Refresh my languid soul ! 

Queen. The trumpet swel'sl 

My conqueror approaches ! Ixd me fly 
With ecstasy of love into Ins arms ! 
lie comes ! the victor comes ! 

SCENE HI. — King, Queen, Eleonora, DriNHAR. 

King^ \emhraein(j the Queen. ^ My better jiart ! 
My soul’s chief residence ! my love ! my queen ! 
n’hou hast been tender overmuch, and mourn’d 
Ev’n too profusely I 

Queen. (’elebrate this hour, 

Ye songs of angels ! and ye sons of earth, 

Keep festival ! My monarch is return’d ! 

1 fold him in these arms I 1 hear his voice — 

Ills love soft chiding ! 

King. O ye powers benign ! 

What words can speak the raidure of my soul ! 
Come to my breast, where, cherish’d by my love. 
Thy fair idea rooted, blossoms forth, 

And twines around my heart ! 

Queen. Mysterious fate ! 

My wishes are complete ! Yet I must ask 
A thousand things, impertinently fond ! 

How did you ’scape ? What angel’s hand, my king, 
Preserv’d you from destruction ? 

King. ITeav’n, indeed, 

Espous’d my cause, and sent to my relief 
T’he son of March, who, with a chosen few. 
Deliver’d me from Grime. Tlumce to the field 
We sjieeded, and accomplish’d what the sword 
Of Angus had well nigh achiev’d before. 

Queen to Dun. How shall acknowledgement 
enough reward 
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Thy worth unparalleled ? 

king. Now, by my throne! 

Not my own issue shall engross me more 
Than thou, heroic youth I Th’ insulting foe, 

In spite of fresh supplies, with slaughter driven 
To the steep hills that bound the plain, have sent 
All herald, in their turn, to sue for peace. 

An audience have I promis’d. Ere the hour 
Arrives, I will retire, and in the bath 
Refresh my weary’d limbs. 

[jE:t:eunt King, Queen, Attendants, 

SCENE IV.— Dunbar, Eleonora. 

Elmn. Renown, to-day, 

Has lavish’d all her honours on thy head". [thus 

T)un. What boots it that my fortune decks me 
With unsubstantial plumes, when my heart groans 
Beneath the gay caparison, and love 
With unrequited passion wounds my soul ? 

Eicon. Is unpropitious love unknown to me ? 

To me for ever doom’d, alas ! to nurse 
The slow-consuming fire. 

J)un. Heav’ns ! what are all 

The boasted charms that with such wond’rous power 
Attach thee to iny rival ? Far from me 
Be the vain arrogance of ])ride, to vaunt 
Excelling talents ; yet I fain would learn 
On what admir’d accomplishment of Stuart 
Thy preference is fix’d. 

Eicon. Alas! Dunbar, 

My judgment, weak and erring as it is, 

’foo well discerns on whom I should bestow 
My love and my esteem. But trust me, youth, 
'^rhou little know’st how hard it is to wean 
’I’ho mind from darling habits long indulg’d I — 

I know that Stuart sinks into reproach, 

Immers’d in guilt, and, more than once, subdu’d 
By thy superior merit and success. 

Yet ev’n this Stuart, for 1 would not wrong 
Thine expectation, still retains a part 
Of my compassion — nay, I fear, my love ! [kings, 
Wouldst thou, distinguish’d by th’ applause of 
Disgrace thy (pialities, and brook the prize 
Of a di vided heart ? 

Dun. No ! witness, Heaven, 

I love not on such terms ! Am I then doom’d, 
Unfeeling maid ! for ever to de[ilore 
Thy unabating rigour ? The rude flint 
Yields to th’ incessant drop ; but Eleonora, 
Inflexibly severe, unchang’d remains. 

Unmov’d by my complaint! 

Eicon. My father comes ! 

Let me, with pious ravishment, embrace 
His martial knees, and bless the guardian power 
That screen’d him in the battle ! 

SCENE V. — Angus, Dunbar, Eleonora. 

Ang. Rise, my child, 

Thou hast been always dutiful, and mild 
/Vs the soft breeze that fans the summer eve I 
Such innocence endearing gently stole 
Into my youthful bosom, and awak’d 
Love’s tender languishment, when to my view 
Thy mother first display’d her virgin bloom ! 

[ Turning to Dunhar. 
?.ome to my arms, Dunbar ! To shield from death 
A. parent, is the venerable act 
;)f the most pious duty. Thus adopted, 
[lenceforward be my son ! The rebel chiefs, 
secure in my safe conduct, wait without 
The promis’d audience. To the king repair, 

And signify their presence. [Exit Dunbar. 


SCENE VI. — Angus, Eleonora. 

Ang. Eleonora, 

Behold th’ undaunted youth, who stept between 
The stroke of fate and me. — O’erpower’d, unhors’d, 
And by the foe surrounded, I had sunk 
A victim to barbarity enrag’d ; 

If brave Dunbar, to his own peril blind. 

Had not that instant to my rescue sprung. — 

Nay, when that youthful traitor — ^by w liose arm 
Releas’d 1 know not — headlong rush’d against me. 
My vigilant deliverer oppos’d 
The fierce aggressor, whose aspiring crest 
Soon prostrate fell. 

Eicon. Ila ! fell Is Stuart slain ? 

O ! speak, my father. 

Ang. Wherefore this alarm 

Let me not find thy bosom entertain 

A sentiment unworthy of thy name. 

The gen’rous victor gave him back his life, 

And cried aloud, “ This sacrifice I make 

For Eleonora’s love.” 

Eicon. O matchless youth ! 

His virtues conquer’d my esteem before ; 

But now my grateful sentiment inflames 
Ev’n to a sister’s zeal ! 

Ang. With rigid power 

I would not bridle thy reluctant thought ; 

Yet, let me, with parental care, commend 

The passion of Dunbar. 

Eicon. A fairer gart 

His title could not wear. But when I thinx 
What rocks in secret lie, what tempests rise 
On love’s deceitful voyage, my timid soul 
Recoils affrighted, and with horror shuns 
Th’ inviting calm 1 

Ang. Retire, my child, and weigh 

The diff’rent claims — Here glory, love, and truth 
Implore thy smiles : — There vice, with brutal rage, 
Would force thee to his wishes. — But too long 
I tarry in this place. — I must attend 
My sovereign in his interview with Athol. [Exeunt, 

SCENE VII. 

Changes to another Apartment. — Athol, Grime, 

Athol. What we to fortune owed, our arms-liave 
paid : 

But let us now the changeling power renounce. — 
Unhappy those who hazard their designs 
')n her without reserve I — 

Grime. Our plan jmrsuod 

A purpose more assur’d : — With conquest crown’d, 
^ur aim indeed a fairer wreath had worn : 

But that denied, on terms of darker hue 
Our swords shall force success ! — 

Athol. Th’ approaching seen 

Demands our utmost art ! — not with tame sighs 
To bend before his throne, and supplicate 
His clemency, like slaves ; nor to provoke. 

With pride of speech, his anger half ajipeas’d; 

But with submission mingle, as we speak, 

A conscious dignity of soul, prepar’d 
For all events. 

Grime. Without the city walls, 

The southern troops encamp’d, already fill 
The festal bowl, to celebrate the day.— [will yitdd 
Athol. By Heaven! their flush’d intemperance 
Occasion undisturb’d. For while they lie 
With wine and sleep o’erwhelm’d, the clans that lurk 
Behind th’ adjacent hills, shall in the dark 
Approach the gate, when our associate Cattan 
'^/ommands the guard ; then introduc’d by him, 
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We take with ease possession of the town, 

And hither move nnmark’d. 

Grime, Here, if we fail, 

May my shrunk sinew never more unsheath 
My well-tried dagger ; nor my hungry hate 
Enjoy the sav’ry steam of hostile gore I 

Aihol. How my fir’d soul anticipates the joy! 

I see me seated in the regal chair, 

Enthron’d by Grime, the partner of my power ! — 
But this important enterprise demands 
More secret conference. — The sword of Stuart 
Will much avail. — But this unpractis’d youth. 

To doubts and scruples subject, hitherto 
Declines our last resolve. — 

Grime. It shall be mine 

To i;pu8e his passion to the pitch requir’d. — 

But soft I — who comes ? — I'cn thousand curses load 
Th’ ambitious stripling ! [Enter Dunbar. 

Dun. By the king’s command, 

I come to guide you to the throne. 

Alhoi ’Tis well. — [Exeunt. 

SCENE vm. 

Discovers the Kino seated, Angus, Attendants. 

Elder Athol, Grime, introduced hij Dunbar. 

King. It is not well — it is not well we meet 
On terms like these ! — I should have found in Athol 
A trusty counsellor and steady friend 1 
And better would it suit thy rcv’rend age. 

Thy station, quality, and kindred blood. 

To hush ill-judging clamour, and eement 
Divided factions to my throne again, 

Than thus embroil the state. — 

Athol, My present aim 

Is to repair, not widen more tlie breach 
That discord made between us : this, my liege. 

Not harsh reproaches, or severe rebuke. 

Will ere effectuate: — No — let us rather. 

On terms which equally become us both. 

Our int’rests reunite. 

King. 1 la ! — reun ite ! 

By lleav’n, thy proud demeanour more befits 
A sov’reign than a subject I — lleunite ! 

How durst thou sever from thy faith, old lord ; 
And^vith an helmet load that hoary head 
To wage rebellious war? 

AUuil. The sword of Athol 

Was never drawn but to redress the wrongs 
His country suffer’d. 

King. Dar’st thou to my face 

Impeach my conduct, baffled as thou art. 
Ungrateful traitor? Is it thus thy guilt 
My clemency implores ? 

Athol. Not yet so low 

Has fate reduc’d us, that we need to crawl 
Beneath your footstool. In our camp remain 
Ten thousand vig’rous mountaineers, who long 
Their honours to retrieve. 

King, [rising hastily.'] Swift hie thee to them. 
And lead thy fugitive adherents back ! 

Away ! — Now by the mighty soul of Bruce I 
Thou shalt be met ; and if thy savage clans 
Abide us in the pl^, we soon will tread 
Rebellion into dust Why move ye not ? 

Conduct them to their camp. 

Aihel. Forgive, my prince, 

If, on my own integrity of heart 
Too far presuming, I have gall’d the wound 
Too much inflam’d already. Not with you. 

But with your measures ill-advis’d I warr’d : 

Your sacred person, family and throne, 


My purpose still rever’d. 

King. O wretched plea ! 

To which thjjr blasted guilt must have recourse I 
Had thy design been laudable, thy tongue 
With honest freedom boldly should have spok© 
Thy discontent. Ye live not in a reign 
Where truth, by arbitrary pow’r depress’d. 

Dares not maintain her state. I charge thee, say 
What lawless measures has my power pursued ! 

Athol. I come to miti^te your royal wrath 
With sorrow and submission ; not to sum 
The motives which compell’d me to the field. 

King. 1 found your miserable state reduc’d 
To ruin and despair ; your cities drench’d 
In mutual slaughter, desolate your plains : 

All order banish’d, and all arts decay^’d : 

No industry, save what with hands impure 
])istreRs’d the commonwealth ; no laws in force, 

To screen the poor, and check the guilty great ; 
While squalid famine join’d her sister fiend. 
Devouring pestilence,* to curse the scene ! — 

1 came — 1 toil’d — reform’d— redress’d the whole . 
And lo ! my recompense ! — But 1 relapse. — 

What is your suit ? 

Athol. We sue, my liege, for peace. 

King. Say, that my lenity should grant your prayer, 
How for the future shall I rest assur’d 
Of your allegiance ? 

Athol. Stuart shall be left 

The pledge of our behaviour. 

King. And your arms 

Ere noon to-morrow shall be yielded up. 

Athol. This too shall be perform’d. 

King. Then mark me. Thane. 

Because the loins, from whence my father sprung, 
On thee too life bestow’d, enjoy the gift. 

1 pardon what is past. In peace consume 
Tlie winter of thy days. But if ye light 
Th’ extinguished brand again, and brave my throne 
With new commotions— by th’ Eternal Pow’r! 

No future guile, submission, or regard. 

Shall check my indignation ! I will pour 
IMy vengeance in full volley ; and the earth 
Shall dread to yield you succour or resource ! 

Of this no more. Thy kinsman shall remain 
With us an hostage of tliy promis’d faith. 

So shall our mercy with our prudence join. 
United brighten, and securely shine. 

ACT THE FOURTH. 

SCENE I. — Stuart. 

Stuart. — This solitude but more foments despair! 
Recals, compares, and to the incessant pangs 
Of spite, revenge, and shame, condemns my soul ! 
Oh I what a miserable slave am I ! 

I’recipitated from the tow’ring hope 
Of eagle-eyed ambition, to th’ abyss 
Of rautt’ring horror, curs’d from thought to thought. 
— Ha, Jealousy ! — I feel th’ infernal power ! 

Her hissing snakes arouse, her torch inflames 
My madd’ning soul ! — Yes, if he thus permits 
My feet to range at will, my vengeful hand 
Will soon requite him. [EnUr Grime, 

SCENE n.— Stuart, Grime. 

Grime. Wherefore thus alone ? 

Thy noble kinsman, who now parted hence, 
Observes a sullen cloud o’erhang thy brow. 

Since from the dungeon to his wish reator’dt 
A mute aversion to his love, secludes 
Thy lonely steps — 
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Stuart, Yes, — ^thou thyself hast nam’d 

The cause accurs’d 1— ha, from the dungeon freed ! — 
And freed by whom ! — ^there’s poison in the thought ! 
— Am I not hostage of my uncle’s shame ? 

Grime, Thou dwell’st on that too much. Eew 
live exempt 

From disappointment and disgrace, who run 
Ambition’s rapid course. Inur’d to pain, 

The harden’d soul, at last, forgets to feel 
The scourge of fate ; and fearless rushes on 
To deeds advent’rous. 

Stuart. Who shall frame th’ attempt 

That Stuart dreads t’ achieve ? — Not pestilence. 
Not raging seas, nor livid flames can bound 
My dauntless undertaking! — Tell me. Grime, 

For thou wast train’d to feats of horrid proof, 

•Since not the voice of Jleav’n itself can lure 
IVTy honour back again— what pow’r of hell 
Shall 1 invoke to deepen my revenge ? [pow’r. 
Grime. 11a ! Didst thou say revenge ? — ITail, sable 
To me more dear than riches or renown 1 
What gloomy joy to drench the dagger deep 
In the proud heart of him who robb’d my fame ! 
My fortune thwarted, or essay’d by fraud 
To poison my delights ? 

Stuart. Ha 1 thou hast rous’d [Grime. 

The scorpion-thought that stings me ! — Mark me, 
Our baffled cause could not alarm me thus : 

If conijuest for the foe declar’d to-day, 

Our arms again the vagrant might compel. 

And chain her to our side. Hut know, my love 
Has been defrauded! Eleonora’s heart 
That wretch invades — that ravisher, w'ho cropp’d 
My budding fame, and sunk me to reproach ! 

He, whom my jealousy, in all its rage, 

Hath singled for destruction ! 

Grime. lie shall die ! — [impal’d ! 

Stuart Yes, — he shall die ! — He shall be flea’d — 
And his torn bowels thrown to beasts <if prey ; 

My savage hate shall on his tortures feed ! 

1 will have vengeance ! 

Grime. Wouldst thou have it full. 

Include his patrons. 

Stuart. Ila I — ^What — shall my arm 

Unsheath the secret steel ? 

Grime. Yes. Strike at once, 

For liberty, ambition, and revenge, 
l^et the proud tyrant yield his haughty soul ; 

And all his ofispring swell the sanguine stream. 
Let Angus perish too. 

Stuart O wond’rous plan 

Of unrestrain’d barbarity ! — It suits 
The horrors of my bosom ! — All ! — What, all ? 

In slaughter’d heaps — ^the progeny and sire ! 

I’o sluice them in th’ unguarded hour of rest ! 
Infernal sacrifice ! — dire, ev’n too dire 
For my despair ! To me what have they dono 
To merit such returns ? — No, my revenge 
Demands the blood of one, and he shall fall. 

Grime. It shall suffice. Dunbar shall bleed alone. 
But let us seize him on the verge of bliss ; 

When the fond maid’s enkindling looks confess 
The flames of bashful love ; when eager joy. 

And modest fear, by turns exalt the blush 
To a more fervid glow ; when Eleonora 
Unfolds Elysium to his raptur’d view. 

And smiles him to her arms. 

Stuart . , Ha ! Lightning scorch 

Tliy tongue, blasphemer ! Sooner may this globe 
Be hurl’d to the profound abyss of hell ! — 

But vain are words. This is no place— remember 


He shall not triumph thus ! Thou hast belied him— 
He means it not. Nor will the syren smile — 

No, Grime, she dares not smile him to her arms ! 

Grime. Reproach, or mute disgust, is the reward 
Of candid friendship, that disdains to hide 
Unpalatable truth ! — ^I tell thee, youth," 

Betroth’d by Angus to Dunbar, she yields 
Her plighted faith, this hour. — ^But see I — the maid 
Moves hitherward alone ! — 

Stuart Haste, leave me. Grime I 

My soul is up in arms ! — my vengeance boils ! 
Love, jealousy, implacable despair 
In tempests wheel. — 

Grime. Thou shalt not tarry here I— 

Thy frantic rage may rashly overturn 
Our whole design ! — 

Stuart Let me not urge again 

Thy swift departure ; hence! 1 come anon. 

[Exit Grime, 

SCENE in.— Stuart, Eleonora. 

Stuart. When last we parted, love had reconcil’d 
Our mutual jealousies ! and breath’d anew 
The soul of harmony within our breasts. — 

Hast thou not, since that period, entertain’d 
One adverse thought to constancy and me ? 

Eicon. Say, who invested thee with pow’r supreme 
O’er Eleonora’s conduct ; that thou cora’st 
With frowning aspect, thus, to judge my fame ? — < 
Hast thou not forfeited all claim to me ? " 

Have 1 not seen thee stray from honour’s path? 
And shall my love be to the breast confin’d 
Where treason in her darkest hue presides ? 

No ! — let me wipe thee, blotted as thou art, 

From my abhorrent thoughts ! — 

Stuart. Not all this pride 

Of mimic virtue — ^not th’ assembled host 
Of female wiles, how exquisite soe’er, 

Shall shelter thee, deceiver ! — What new stain 
Defiles my bosom, since the morning saw 
1’hy tenderness o’erflow ; and heard thy tongne 
Seduce me to thy faithless arms again ? 

Eicon. Is this the testimony of thy love ? 

This thy asserted honour ! to revile 
I lefenceless innocence ?— But this will aid 
My duty — to forget thee. Dost thou ask 
What reeent outrage has estrang’d my heart? — 
’riiere needed none. The measure of thy guilt 
Was full enough before. Yet thou hast heap'd 
Ofiences to excess. In battle fought 
Against thy king ; and sought, with lifted arm, 
My father's life — ^ungrateful as thou art ! 

Know then, the honour of my name forbids 
Our fates to join ; and it shall ne’er be said. 

That Eleonora, lost to glory, took 
A traitor to her bed ! — 

Stuart Perfidious witch ! 

Thy charms shall not avail thee ; for I come 
Th’ avenging minister of broken faith ! 

To claim the promis’d fruitage of my love — 

Or — mark me — punish with thy guilty blood, 

Thy perjury and fraud ! — 

Eicon. Wilt thou attempt 

To gain by menaces, what the soft sigh 
Of plaintive anguish would implore ifi vain ? 

Here strike — and let thy ruthless poniard drink 
The blood of Douglas, which has often flow’d 
In virtue’s cause ; and ev’ry soil enrich’d. 

From wintry Scania to the sacred vale 
Where Lebanon exalts his lofty brow. [peace — 

Stuart Egregious sorc’ress ! — ^give me back mj 
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Bid yesterday return, that saw my youth 
Adorn’d in all its splendour, and elate 
With gen’rous pride and dignity of soul ! — 

Ere yet thy spells had discompos’d my brain, 
Unstrung my arm, and laid me in the dust. 
Beneath a rival’s feet 1 

Eicon, Hear, all ye powers 1 

He claims of me, what his own conscious guilt 
Hath robb’d him of. And dost thou look for peace 
In my afflicted bosom ? There, indeed. 

Thine image dwells with solitude and care. 

Amidst the devastation thou hast made ! [ Weeps. 

Stuart. O crocodile! — Curse on these faithless 
drops 

Which fall but to ensnare ! — Thy precious words 
Shall sooner lull the sounding surge, than check 
The fury that impels me! — Yet — by Ileav’n, 

Thou art divinely fair ! and thy distress 
With magic sofYness ev’ry charm improves ! — 
Wert thou not false as hell, not paradise 
Could more perfection boast ! — O ! let me turn 
My fainting eyes from thy resistless face ; 

And from my sense exclude the soothing sound 
Of thy enchanting tonmie ! — Yet — yet renounce 
Thine infidelity — To thine embrace 
lieceivc this wanderer — this wretch forlorn ! — 
Speak peace to his distracted soul ; and ease 
The tortures of his bosom 1 
Eicon. Hapless youth ! 

My heart bleeds for thee ! — careless of her own, 
llleeds o’er thy sorrows ! ’mid the flinty rocks 
My tender feet would tread to bring thee balm : 

Or, unrepining, tempt the pathless snow ! — 

O ! could my death rccal thy banish’d quiet ! 

Here would I kneel, a suppliant to Heav’n, 

In thy behalf; and offer to the grave 
The price of thy repose ! — Alas ! I fear 
Our days of pleasure are for ever past ! 

Stuart. O thou hast joy and horror in thy gift ! 
And sway’st my soul at will !— bless’d in thy love, 
7’he memory of sorrow and disgrace, 

That jireys uj)on my youth, would soon forsake 
My raptur’d thought, and hell should plot in vain 
To sever us again ! — O let me clasp thee, 
Thou^( 7 harm ineffable ! 

Eleon. Forbear, fond youth. 

Our unrelenting destiny hath rais’d 
Eternal bars between us ! 

Stuart. Ila ! — what bars ? 

Eicon. A sacrifice demanded by my sire — 

A vow 

Stuart. Perdition 1 — Say what vow, rash maid? 
Eleon. A fatal vow ! that blasts our mutual love — 
Stuart. Infernal vipers gnaw thy heart! — ^A 
A vow that to ray rival gives thee up ! [vow ! — 

Shall he then trample on my soul at last ! — 

Mock my revenge and laugh at my despair ! 

Ila ! — shall he rifle all thy sweets at will. 

And riot in the transports due to me ? 

Th’ accursed image whirls around my brain ! — 

He pants with rapture ! — ^Horror to my soul ! 

He surfeits on delight ! — 

Eleon. ^ 0 gentle Heav’n ! 

TiCt thy soft mercy on his soul descend 
In dews of peace ! — Why roll with fiery gleam 
Thy starting eye-balls ! — Why on thy pale cheek 
'rrembles fell rage ! — and why sustains thy frame 
This universal shock ? — Is it, alas ! 

That I have sworn, I never will be thine ? — 

True, this I swore. — 

Stuart. Ha ! — never to be mine, 


Th’ awaken’d hurricane begins to rage ! — 

Be witness, Ileav’n, and earth, and hell 1 she mean 
To glad the bosom of my foe ! — Come, then, 
Infernal vengeance I aid me to perform ^Drawt 
A deed that fiends themselves will weep to see ! 

Thus, let me blast his fuU-bloom’d 

\^Enter Dunbak, who interposes 

SCENE IV. — Dunbar, Stuart, Eleonora. 

Dun. Ruffian, hoh 

Thy desp’rate hand ! — ^What fury ’scap’d from hell 
Inspires thy rage to wanton in the blood 
Of such excelling goodness ? — 

Stuart. Infamy 

Like mine, deface the glories of thy name ! 

What busy demon sent thee hither, now. 

My vengeance to defeat ? — The hour is come — 
The hour is come at last, that must decide 
For ever our pretensions ! 

Dun. Whatsoe’er 

Thy hate could meditate against my life 
My nature might forgive. But this attempt 
Divests my soul of mercy — 

Stuart. Guide my point. 

Ye powers of darkness, to my rival’s heart, 

Then take me to yourselves. ITheyfijM 

Eleon. Restrain — restrain 

Your mutual frenzy ! — Horror ! — hel|) — ^behold — 
Behold this miserable bosom ! — plunge 
Your poniards here ; and in its fatal source 
Your enmity assuage ! 

Stuart \_falling.] It will not be — 

Thy fortune hath eclips’d me, and the shades 
Of death environ me. Yet, what is death 
When honour brings it, but th’ eternal seal 
Of glory, never — never to be broke ! 

O thou hast slain me in a dreadful hour 1 
My vengeance frustrated — my prospect curs’d 
With thy approaching nuptials, and my soul 
Dismiss’d in all her — Eleonora ! — Oh ! [^Dies 

SCENE V. — Dunbar, Eleonora. 

Dun. Ah! wherefore dost thou wring thy tendei 
In woeful attitude ? — ah ! wherefore lift [hand* 
Thy streaming eyes to Heav’n ; while the deep groai 
Dilates thy lab’ring breast ? 

Eleon. This is too much — 

This is too much to bear — thou hast destroy’d 
My last remains of peace ! 

Dim. And was thy peace 

Dej)osited in him ? — in him who rais’d 
His impious hand to kill thee ? — Is it well 
To mourn his fall, and thus accuse the blow 
That rescu’d thee from death ? 

Eleon. I blame not thee. 

No, Ileav’n forbid ! — ^I blame not iny protector — 
Yet thy protection has undone me quite ! 

And I will mourn — for ever mourn the hour — 
Th’ ill-omen’d hour, that on thy sword conferr’d 
Such terrible success — How pale appear [glow’d 
These clay-cold cheeks where grace and vigom 

0 dismal spectacle ! — How humble now 
Lies that ambition that was late so proud ! — 

Did he not call me with his latest breath? — 

He would have said — but cruel fate controll’d 
His falt’ring tongue ! — he would have said, “ Foi 
“ For thee, false maid, I perish undeplor’d I” [thee 

0 1 hadst thou known how obstinately true 
My heart remain’d to thee, when thy own guilt, 
My duty, and thy rival’s worth, conspir’d 

To banish thee from thence, thy partmg soul 
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VYould have acquitted — nay, perhaps, bewail’d 
My persecuted truth I 

Duru O turn thine eyes 

From the sad object ! — Turn thy melting thoughts 
From the disastrous theme, and look on me — 

On me who would with ecstasy resign 
This wretched being, to be thus embalm’d 
With Eleonora’s tears I —Were I to fiill. 

Thy pity would not thus lament my fate I [move, 
Eicon. Thy death such lamentation would not 
More envied than bemoan’d ; — thy memory 
Would still be cherish’d ; and thy name survive 
To latest ages, in immortal bloom. — 

Ah, ’tis not so with him! — He leaves behind 
No dear remembrance of unsullied fame ! 

No monument of glory, to defy [shame I 

The storms of time! — Nought but reproach and 
Nought, but perpetual slander, brooding o’er 
His reputation lost! — 0 fearful scene 
Of dire existence, that must never close ! 

SCENE VI. — Angus entering^ Eleonora, 

Dunraii, Aticndants. [slain! 

Ang. What sound of female woe — Ha! Stuart 
Alas I I fear thou art the falal cause ! [ To Eleonora. 

Eicon. Too well my father lias divin’d the cause 
( )f their unhappy strife ' — Wherefore, ye powers ! 
Am 1 to misery deliver’d up? 

What kindred crime, alas ! am I decreed 
’Po expiate, that misfortunes fall so thick 
( )n my ])oor head ? 

Ang. [/(> JJnn.'] How durst your lawless r ge 
Profane this sacred place with private brawl? 

JJun. lly Ileav’n! no place, how much soe’er 
rever’d. 

Shall screen th’ assassin, who, like him, would aim 
The nmrd’rous steel at Eleonora’s breast ! [just 
Ang. Ha! — w’cre his aims so merciless? — Too 
1’he vengeance that o’ertook him ! Hut th’ event 
With this unstable juncture ill accords 1 
Remove the body. Thou meanwhile retire ; 

Thy presence may awake, or aggravate 

Tin; rage of Athol. [ The body is removed. 

Dun, Therefore I obey ; 

And O thou lovely mourner ! who now droop'.st 
hike the spread rose beneath th’ inclement shower, 
When next we meet, J hojie to see thee bloom 
With vernal freshness, and again unfold 
Thy beauties to the sun ! [Exit Dunbar. 

SCENE V I J.-— Angus, Eleonora. 

Ang. JiCt us, my child, 

Lament with steadiness those ills that flow 
From our mishap ; j et therefore not ascribe 
To self-demerit, impotently griev’d. 

The guilt of accident. Thou hast enough 
Denoted thy concern — Let me not think 
riiy sorrow hath espf)us’d a traitor’s cause. 

laicon. Ah ! what avails to me the hard-w on palm 
)f fruitless virtue ? — Will it lull to rest 
mternal anguish? — Will it yield me peace? I 

Ang. Thy indiscreet affliction shall not plead 
Against thee with me now. Remember this, 

[f thou art weak enough to harbour still 
A guilty flame ; to thy assistance call 
That noble pride and dignity of scorn, 

Ahicli warms, exalts, and purifies the soul — 
lut 1 will trust thee to thyself. Withdraw ; 

<^)r Ailiol comes, and on his visage low’rs 
V storm of wrath. [Exit Eleonora. 

SCENE VIII.— Angus, Athol. 

Athol Arc these the fai^ effects 


Of our submission ! — These, the promis’d fruits 
Of amity rt'stor’d I — to violate 
The laws of hospitality — ^to guide 
The midnight murderer’s inhuman blow, 

And sacrifice your guests 1 

Aug. That Athol mourns 

This unforeseen severity of fate, 

I marvel not. My own paternal sense 
Is wak’d by sympathy ; and I condole 
His interesting loss. Hut thus to tax 
( )ur blameless faith with traitorous design. 

Not with our pure integrity conforms. 

Nor with thy duty, Thane. 

Athol Ila 1 who art thou, 

That 1 should bear thy censure and reproof? 
Not protestation, north’ affected air 
( )f sympathy and candour, shall amuse 



Ang. Had justice crav’d. 

With rigid voice, the debt incurr’d by thee, [deeds 
How hadst thou far’d? Say, what hath plac’d thy 
Above my censure ? Let this day’s event 
Proclaim how fiir 1 merit thy disdain. 

That my humanity is misconceiv’d. 

Not much alarms my wonder; conscious fraud 
Still harbours with suspicion. Let me tell thee- - 
The fate of Stuart was supremely just. 

Th’ untimely stroke his savage heart prepar’d 
Against the guiltless breast of Eleonora, 

Avenging Heav’n retorted on himself. 

Athol I thought where all thy probity would end, 
Disguis’d accomplice !— Hut remember, lord, 
Should this blood-spotted bravo ’scape, secure 
In tliy protection, or th’ unjust extent 
Of regal pow’r, by all my wrongs I I’ll spread 
The seeds of vengeance o’er th’ affrighted land. 
And blood shall answer blood I 
Ang, How far thy threats 

Are to be fear’d, we know.— Hut see, the king ! 

SCENE IX.— King, Angus, Athol. 

King. Tell me, proud Thanes, why are ye found 
oppos’d 

In loud revilings? You that should promote^ 

By fair example, unity and peace ! 

Athol Havel not cause to murmur and complain? 
Stuart, the latest gift and dearest pledge 
Of love fraternal, sooth’d my bending age : 

Him hath the unrelenting dagger torn 
From my parental arms ; and left, alas ! 

This sapless trunk, to stretch its wither’d boughs 
To you for justice ! — Justice then 1 crave. 

Khig. To send the injur’d unredress’d away. 
How great soe’er th’ offender, or the viTong’d 
lIowe’iT obscure, is wicked — weak and vile ; 

J )egrades, defiles, and should dethrone a king ! 

Say freely, ’riiane, who has aggriev’d thee thus, 
And, were he dear as her who shares our throne, 
Tlion shult have ample vengeance. 

AlJiol Then I charge 

The son of IMarch with perfidy and murder ! 

Any. Were I with mean indifference to hear 
Th’ envenom’d tongue of calumny traduce 
Defenceless worth, 1 should but ill deserve 
Your royal coufidencf*. Dunbar has slain 
The kinsTP'in of this Thane ; yet fell he not 
Hy murder, cowardice, or foul design. 

The sword of Stewart was already drawn 
To sacritice rny dangliter, when Dunbar, 

Hy Heav’n directed hither, interpos'd. 
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Itedeem*d the trembling victim, and repell’d 
His rival’s fury on his hapless head* 

Athol, Must I refer me to the partial voice 
Of an invet’rate foe ?— No, I reject 
The tainted evidence, and rather claim 
The combat proof. Enfeebled are my limbs 
With age that creeps along my nerves unstrung. 
Yet shall the justice of my cause recal 
My youthful vigour, rouse my loit’ring blood, 
Swell every sinew, strengthen every limb, 

And crown me with success. Behold my gage : 

I wait for justice. 

King, Justice shalt thou have— 

Nor shall on equitable claim depend 
On such precarious issue. Who shall guard 
The weak from violence, if brutal force 
May vindicate oppression ? Truth alone 
Shall rule the fair decision, and thy wrongs, 

If thou art wrong’d, in my unbiass’d sway 
Shall find a just avenger. — Let Dunbar [ To Angus, 
Appear when urg’d, and answer to the charge. 

[^Exmni King, Angus, 

SCENE X.— Athol, Grime, [“come. Grime I 
Athol. Curse on the smooth dissembler I— Wei- 
My soul is wrought to the sublimest rage 
Of horrible revenge ! — If aught remain’d 
Of cautious scruple, to the scatt’ring winds 
I give the phantom. May this carcass rot, 

A loathsome banquet to the fowls of heav’n. 

If e’er my breast admit one thought to bound 
The progress of my hate ! 

Grime, What moans my prince ? 

Athol. Th’ unhappy youth is slain ! 

Grime, Ha!— Hell be prais’d I \ Aside, 

He was a peevish stripling, prone to cliange. 

Vain in condolence. Let our swords be swift 
1\) sate his hov’ring shade. I have conferr’d 
With trusty Cattan, our design explain’d, 

And his full aid secur’d. To-night he rules 
The middle watch. The clans already move 
In silence o’er the plain. 

Athol. Come, then, ye powers 

That dwell with night, and patronize revenge ! 
Attend our invocation, and confirm 
Th’Vxterminating blow !— My houghs are lopp’d. 
But they will sprout again : iny vig’rous trunk 
Shall flourish from the wound my foes have made, 
And yet again project an awful shade 


ACT THE FIFTH. 

SCENE I. — ^Ktng, Queen, Dunbar. 
Queen. O ! this was more than the ill-sorted train 
Of uiidetermin’d fancy — this convey’d 
No loose imperfect images : but all 
Was dreadfully distinct! as if the hand 
Of fate had wrought it. Frofit by those signs — 
Your guardian angel dictates. O, my prince ! 

L(‘t not your blind security disgrace 
TliC merit of your prudence. 

King. No, my queen, 

I^et us avoid the opposite extremes 
Of negligence supine, and prostrate fear. 

Alr(‘ady hath our vigilance perform’d 
W hat caution justifies. And for thy dream ; 

As such consider it — ^the vain effect 
Of an imagination long disturb’d. 

Life with substantial ills enough is curs’d : 

Why should we then with frantic zeal pursue 


Unreal care ; and with illusive form. 

Which our own teeming brain produc’d, affrigiu 
Our reason from her throne ? 

Queen. In all your course 

Of youthful glory, when the guiding hand 
1 Of warlike Henry led you to the field ; 

When my soul suffer’d the successive pangs 
Of fond impatience and repressive fear ; 

When ev’ry reeking messenger from France, 
Wreath’d a new garland for Albania’s prince, 

And shook my bosom with the dreadful ta»e 
That spoke your praise ; say, did my weak despair 
Rccal you from the race ? Did not my lieart 
Espouse your fame, and patiently await 
The end of your career? — O I by the joys 
1 felt at your return, when smiling love, 

Secure, with rapture reigned — 0 1 by these tears, 
Which seldom plead ; indulge my boding soul ! 
Arouse your conqu’ring troops ; let Angus guard 
The convent with a chosen band. The soul 
Of treason is abroad I 

King. Ye ruling powers ! 

Let me not wield the sceptre of this realm. 

When my degen’rate breast becomes the haunt 
Of haggard fear. 0 ! what a wretch is he. 

Whose fev’rish life, devoted to the gloom 
Of superstition, feels th’ incessant throb 
Of ghastly panic! in whose startled ear 
The knell still deepens, and the raven croaks ! 

Queen. V ain be my terrors, my presages vain — 
Yet with my fond anxiety comply, 

And iny repose restore ! Not for myself. 

Not to prolong the season of my life. 

Am 1 thus suppliant I Ah no ! for you, 

For you whose being gladdens and protects 
A grateful people— you, whose parent boughs 
Defend your tender offspring from the blasts 
That soon would tear them up ! for you, the source 
Of all our happiness and peace, 1 fear I ^Kneels. 

Kings. Arist*, my queen — 0 ! thou art all coin- 
Of melting piety and tender love ! [p^s’d 

Thou shalt be satisfied. — Is ev’ry guard 
By Angus visited ? 

Dun. Ev’n now, my liege, 

W^ith llamsay and his troop, he scours the plain. 

KiJig. Still watchful o’er his charge. — The lih’ral 
Of bounty will have nothing to bestow, [hand 
Ere Angus cease to merit ! — Say, Dunbar, 

Who rules the nightly watch ? 

Dun. To Cattan’s care 

The city guard is subject. 

King. 1 have mark’d 

Much valour in him. Hie thee to him, youth, 
And bid him with a chosen few surround 
The cloisters of the convent ; and remain 
Till morn full streaming shall relieve his watch. 

[Exit Dunhar 

Thus shall repose with glad assurance waft 

Its bahny blessing to thy troubled breast. [Exeunf. 

SCENE IT. — Grime, Cattan. 

Grime. Thus far, brave Cattan, fortune seems 
To recompense us for the day’s disgrace, [inclin'd 
Our band conceal'd within the cloisters, wait 
With eagerness and joy th’ auspicious hour. 

To perpetrate the deed. It now remains 
To regulate our conduct, and to each 
His share of this great enterprise assign. 

If Angus lives, in vain our arms devote 
The usurper and his progeny to death : 

His power and principles will still supply 
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Fresh obstacles, which all our fhture efforts 
Can ne’er surmount 

Cat Then let our swords prevent 

All further opposition, and at once 
Dismiss him to the shades. 

Grime, Thine he the task — 

I know with what just indignation burns 
Thy genVous hate, against the partial Thane, 

Who, to thine and services, preferr’d 
A raw unpractis’d stripling. 

Cat, Ila ! — no more. 

The bare remembrance tortures me ! — O Grime 1 
How will my soul his mortal groans enjoy ! 

Grime. While we within perform th* intrepid blow. 
To his apartment thou shalt move alone ; 

Nor will pretence be wanting : Say, thou bring’st 
Intelligence important, that demands 
His instant ear : — then shalt thou find thy foe 
Unarm’d and unattended. Need my tongue 
Instruct thee further? 

Cat. No, let my revenge 

Suggest what follows. — By the pow’rs of hell I 
I will he drunk with vengeance ! 

Grime. To thy guard 

IMean while repair, and watch till he returns 
With Kamsay from the plain. But see ! they come; 
We must avoid them, and retire unseen. ^Exeunt. 

SCENE III. — An Apartment. — Angus, ItAMSAV. 

An<j. By TTeav’n it much alarms me ! — Wide o’er 
The dusky plain, by the fires half extinct, [all 
Are se(‘n the soldiers, roll’d in heaps confus’d, 

!I’he slaves of brutal appetite. —Save those 
Beneath thy discipline, scarce one remains 
From the contagion free. 

/{am. AVhen we return’d 

Fatigu’d from battle, numbers brouglit, unask’d, 
Befreshments for the wounded from the town : 
Thence the temptation spread from rank to rank. 
And few resisted. 

Aikj. But that 1 consult 

TVly king’s tranquillity, and w'ould not wake 
Th’ affrighted citizens with an alarm, 

An hundred trumjiets should tliis instant raise 

Their brazen throats together, and arouse 

'J’lr extended sluggards. — Go, my valiant friend. 

And with thy uninfected troop attend 

To ev’ry motion of th’ uncertain niglit. [^ExitEam. 

SCENE IV. — Angus. 

Anp. Now the loud tempest of the toilful day 
Subsides into a calm ; and yet my soul 
Still labours through the storm ! — By day or night. 
In florid youth, or mellow age, -scarce fleets 
One hour without its care ! — Not sleep itself 
Is ever balmy ; for the shadowy dream 
Oft bears substantial woe ! 

SCENE V.— Angus, Cattan. 

Cat. My noble lord. 

Within the portal as I kept my watch. 

Swift gliding shadows, by the glimmering moon, 

1 could perceive in forms of armed men, 

Possess the space that borders on the porch. — 

I question’d thrice ; they yielded no reply : 

And now the soldiers, rang’d in close array. 

Wait your command. 

Ang. Quick, lead me to the place — 

Foul treason is at work 1 — 

Cat. It were not good 

To venture forth unarm’d ; — courageous Thane, 
lieceive this dagger. 
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[^Attempts to stab Angus, who wrests the 
dagger from him, and kills him. 

Ang. Ha, perfidious slave I [’scape. 

What means this base attempt? — Thou shalt not 
Cat. Curse on my feeble arm that fail’d to strike 
The poniard to thy^ heart I — How like a dog 
1 tamely fall despis’d I 
Ang. Fell ruffian I say, 

Who set thee on? — This treachery, I fear. 

Is but the prelude to some dreadful scene ! — 

Cat. Just are thy terrors. — By the infernal gulf 
That opens to receive me I I would plunge 
Into th’ abyss with joy, could the success 
Of Athol feast my sense 1 

[A noise of clashing swords and shrieks, 
— Ha I — now the sword 
Of slaughter smokes ! — Th’ exulting Thane surveys 
Th’ imperial scene ; while grimly smiling Grime, 
With purple honours deck’d, — 

Ang. Tremendous powers 1 

Cat. O’er the fall’n tyrant strides — [Dies, 

Ang. Heav’n shield us all ! 

Amazing horror chills me ! — Ila I Dunbar ! 

Then treason triumphs ! — 0 my son 1 my son 1 

SCENE VI. — Angus, Dunbar, wounded. 

Dun. I sought thee, noble Thane, while yet my 
Obey tlu'ir lord. — I sought thee, to unfold [limbs 
I l\ly zealous soul, ere yet she takes her flight. 

I Stretch’d on the ground, these eyes beheld the king 
Transfix’d, a lifeless corse ! and saw this arm 
’I’oo lute to save — too feeble to avenge him ! — 

Ang. Weep, Caledonia, weep ! — thy peace is slain— 
Tliy father and thy king ! — 0 ! this event. 

Like a vast mountain, loads my stagg’ring soul. 

And crushes all her pow’rs ! — But say, my friend. 

If yet thy strength permits, how this befel. 

J)un. A band of rebels, glean’d from the defeat 
By Athol, lurk’d behind th’ adjacent hills : 

These, faithless Cattan, favour’d by the night. 
Admitted to the city, join’d their power 
With his corrupted guard, and hither led them 
Unmark’d, where soon they enter’d unoppos’d. — 
Alarm’d, I strove — but strove, alas I in vain. 

I’o the sad scene ere I could force jny way. 

Our monarch was no more I Around him lil5^ 

An lM‘ap of traitors, whom his single arm 
Had slain before he fell. — Th’ unhappy queen, 
Who, to defend her consort’s, had oppos’d 
Her own defenceless frame, expiring, pour’d 
Her mingling blood in copious stream with his! 

Ang. Illustrious victims! — () disastrous fate! 
Unfeeling monsters! execrable fiends! 

Jo wanton thus in royal blood ! 

Dun. 0 Thane I 

How shall I speak the sequel of my tale ! 

How will thy fond parental heart be rent 
With mortal anguish, when my tongue relates 
The fate of Eleonora I 
Ang. Ha! — my fears 

Anticipate thy words ! — 0 say, Dunbar, 

How fares my child ! 

Dun. The shades of endless night 

Now settle o’er her eyes I — heroic maid ! • 

She to th’ assaulted threshold bravely ran. 

And, with her snowy arms, supplied a bolt 
J'o bar their entrance : — ^but the barb’rous crew 
Broke in impetuous, crush’d her slender limb, 
When Grime, his dagger brandishing, exclaim’d, 
Behold the sorc’ress, whose accursed charms 
Betray’d the youth, and whose invet’rate sire 
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This day revers’d our fortune in the field I— 

This for revenge I — ^then plung’d it in her breast ! 
Ang. Infernal homicide 1 
I>Mn, There — there, I own. 

He vanquish’d me indeed !— What though I rush’d 
Through many a wound, and in th’ assassin’s heart 
Imbrued my faithful steel. — But sec, where comes, 
By her attendants led, the bleeding fair 1 

SCENE VII. — Angus, Dunbar, Eleonora 
wounded and supjiorted. 

Eicon, Here set me down — vain is your kind 
conceri^ 

Ah ! who with parent tenderness will bless 
My parting soul, and close my beamless eyes ! 

Ah ! who defend me, and with pious care 
To the cold grave commit my pale remains 1 

[^Swoons. 

Ang. 0 misery 1— look up — thy father calls — 
[Embracing her. 

Eicon. What angel borrows that paternal voice I 
Ha ! lives my father ? — Ye propitious powers I 
He folds me in his arms — yes, he survives 
The havoc of this night 1 — 0 let me now 
Y ield up my fervent soul with rajUur’d praise ! 

For Aiigusdivcs t’ avenge his murder’d prince. 

To save his country, and protract his blaze 
Of glory farther still 1 
Ang. And is it tlins 

The melting parent clasps his darling child ! 

My heart is torn with agonizing pangs 
Of complicated woe ! 

J)un. 'riie public craves 

Immediate aid from thee. — But I wax weak. — 

Our infant king, surrounded in the fort, 

Demands thy present help. — 

Ang. Yes, loyal youth, 

Thy glorious wounds instruct me what 1 owe 
To my young sov’rei^n, and iny country’s |)eace ! 
But how shall 1 sustain the rav’nous tribe 
( )f various griefs, that gnaw me all at once ? 

My royal master falls, my country groans, 

And cruel fate has ravish’d from my side 
My dearest daughter, and my best-lov’d friend I 
Dun. Thy praise shall be thy daughter ; and thy 
Survive unchang’d in ev’ry honest breast, [friend 
Ang. Must we then part for ever? — What a plan 
Of peaceful happiness my hope had laid 
In thee and her ! — alas I thou fading flower, 

How fast thy sweets consume! — come to my arms. 
That I may taste them ere they fleet away ! 

[Embracing her. 

O exquisite distress ! 

Eicon. For me, my father, 

For me let not the bootless tear distil. — 

8oon shall T be with those who rest secure 
From all th’ inclemencies of stormy life. 

Ang. Adieu, my children ! — never shall I hear 
Thy cheering voice again I — a long farewell ! 

[Exit Angm. 

SCENE VIll. — Dunbar, Eleonora, 

Dun. Soon shall our shorten’d race of life be 
Our day already hastens to its close ; [run. — 

And night etbrnal comes. — Yet, though I touch 
The land of iviace, and backward view, well pleas’d, 
’J’he tossing wave from which I shall be free. 

No rest will greet me on the silent shore. 

If Eleonora sends me hence unbless’d. 

Eleon. Distemper’d passion, when we parted last. 
Usurp’d my troul^led bosom, and Dunbar 
With horror was beheld. But reason now 


With genial mildness beams upon my soul, 

And represents thee justly, as thou art. 

The tend’rest lover, and the gentlest friend. 

Dun. 0 transport, to my breast imknown befci*e 
Not the soft breeze, upon its fragrant wings, 

Wafts such refreshing gladness to the heart 
Of panting pilgrims, as thy balmy words 
To my exhausted spirits I — ^hut, alas I 
Thy purple stream of life forsakes apace 
Its precious channels ! — on thy pftish’d che<;k 
The blowing roses fade ; and o’er thine eyes 
Deatli sheds a misty languor I 
Ekon. Let me lean 

Upon th^ friendly arm — yet, O retire ! 

That guilty arm ! — Say, did it ne’er rebel 
Against my peace ? — But let me not revolve 
Those sorrows now. — ^Were Ileav’n again to raise 
That once-lov’d head that lies, alas ! so low ! 

And from the verge of death my life recal, 

What Joy could visit my forlorn estate, 
Self-doom’d to hopeless woe ! 

Dun. Must I then wander, 

A pensive shade, along the dreary vale, 

And poan for ever under thy reproach ? 

Eicon. Ah, no ! thou faithful youth, shall 1 repay 
Thy lore and virtue wdth ungrateful hate ? 

These wounds that waste so lavishly thy life. 
Were they not all receiv’d in my defence? 

May no repose embrace me in the tomb. 

If my soul mourns not thy untimely fall 
With sister woe ! — Thy j)assion lias not reap’d 
The sweet returns its purity deserv’d. 

Dun. A while forbear, pale minister of fate. 
Forbear a while ; and on my ravish’d ear 
Let the last music of this dying sw’an 
Steal in soft blandishment, divinely sweet ! 

Then strike tli’ unerring blow. 

Eleon. That thus our hopes. 

Which blossom'd num’rous as the flow’ry spring, 
Are nipp’d untimely, ere the sun of joy 
Matur’d them into fruit, repine not, youth. — 

Ijife hath its various seasons, as the year ; 

And after clust’ring autumn — but I I'aint — 
Support me nearer — in rich harvest’s rear 
Bleak winter must have lagg’d. — Oh ! now I feel 
The leaden hand of death lie heavy on me. — 
Thine image swims before iny straining eye — 
And now it disappears. — Speak — ^hid adieu 
I To the lost Eleonora. — Not a word ? — 

Not one farewell ? — Alas ! that dismal groan 
Is eloquent distress ! — Celestial powers 

Protect my father, show’r upon his Oli ! [7^/V’.s\ 

Dun. There fled the purest soul that ever dwelt 
In mortal clay 1—1 come, my love I 1 come — 
Where now the rosy tincture of these lips I 
The smile that grace inefiable diff us’d ! 

The glance that smote the soul with silent wonder! 
The voice that sooth’d the anguish of disease, 

And held attention captive ! — l^et me kiss 
This pale deserted temple of my joy ! 

This, chastity, this, thy unspotted shade 
Will not refuse. — 1 feel the grisly king — 

Through all my veins he shivers like the north — 
O Eleonora 1 as ray flowing blood 
Is mix’d with thine — so may our mingling souls 
To bliss supernal wing our happy Oh 1 [Xlics 

SCENE THE LAST. 

Angus, Ramsay, Athol, &c. J^isoners. 
Angus. Bright deeds of glory hath thine arm 
achiev'd, 
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Courageous Bomsay; and thy name shall live 
For ever in the annals of renown. 

— But see, where silent as the noon of night 
These lovers lie ! — ^rest — rest ill-fated pair ! 

Your dear remembrance shall for ever dwell 
Within the breast of Angus ; and his love 
Oft with paternal tears bedt‘w your tomb ! 

Ram. O fatal scene of innocence destroy’d. 

An^. [ta Athol.'\ 0 bloody author of this night’s 
mishap ! | 

Whose impious hands are witli the sacred blood i 
Of majesty distain’d ! — Contemplate here * 

The havoc of thy crimes ! and then bethink thee, • 
What vengeance craves. 

Athol. With insolence of speech 

How dares thy tongue licentious thus insult 
I'hy sov’reign, Angus?— Madly hath thy zeal 
Espous’d a sinking cause. But thou may’st still 
Hes(*rve my future favour. 

Ang. O thou stain 

Of fair nobility ! — Thou bane of faith ! 

Thou woman-killing coward, who hast crept 
To the unguarded throne, and stabb’d thy prince ! 
What hath thy treason, blasted as it is, 

To bribe the soul of Angus to thy views ? 

Athol. Soon shalt thou rue tli’ indignity now 
On me thy lawful prince. Yes, talking lord ! [thrown 
I’he day will soon appear, when I shall rise 
In majesty and terror, to assert 
IMy country’s fre(*dom ; and at last avenge 
My own peculiar wrongs. When thou, and all 
n'hose grov’lling sycoj)hants, who bow’d the knee 
To the usurper’s arbitrary sway, 

Will fawuj on me. Ye temporizing slaves ! 

Unchain your king; and teach your humble mouths 


To kiss the dust beneath my royal feet. [ To the guard, 
Ang. The day will soon appear! — l)ay shall not 
Return, before thy carcass be cast forth, [thrice 
Unburied, to the dogs and beasts of prey. 

Or, high-exalted, putrify in air, 

’riie monument of treason. 

Athol. Empty threat ! 

Fate hath foretold that Athol shall be crown’d. 
i-ng. Then hell hath cheated thee. Thou shalt 
be crown’d 

An iron crow n, intensely hot, shall gird 
Thy hoary temples ; while the shouting crowd 
Acclaims thee king of traitors. 

Athol. Lakes of fire !- 

Ila ! saidst thou, lord, a glowing iron crown 
Shall gird my hoary temples! — blow 1 feel 
IVIyself awake to misery and shame ! 

Ye sceptres, diadems, and rolling trains 
Of flatt’ring pomp, farewell! — C’urse on those 
Of idle superstition, that ensnare [dreams 

Th’ ambitious soul to wiekediicss and woe ! 

Curse on thy virtue, which hath overthrown 
My elevated hopes ! and may despair 
Descend in pestilence on all mankind ! 

Ang. 'riiy curse just Ileav’n retorts upon thyself! 
To separate dungeons lead the n'gicidee. 

[ Exit Guard with the Prisoners, 
From thirst of rule w hat dire disasters flow ! 

How flames that guilt ambition taught to glow ! 
AYish gains on wish, desire surmounts desire ; 

Hope fans the blaze, and t'uvy feeds the fire. 

From crime to crime asjiires the madd’ning soul ; 
Nor I: '.vs, nor oaths, nor fears it.s rage control ; 

'Pill Heav’n at length awakes, supremely just, 

And /evels all its tow’ring schemes in dust ! 


THE KEPRISAL: OR, THE TARS OF OLD ENGLAND. 

A COMEDY OP TWO ACTS. 

FIRST PERFORMED AT THE THEATRE ROYAL IN DRURY LANE, IN 1757. 


PERSONS REPRESENTED. 

Heawtlt, a young gpnt. nf Dorsetshire, in love with Harriet. 
Hrusii, his servant. 

Champignon, commander of a French frigate 
OciiA lUir.H, an Irish lieutenant in the French service. 
Maclaymore, a Scotch ensign in the French service. 

Ly'on, lientcvant of an English man oj-tuar. 

ITaui-yard, a midshipman. 

Block, a sailor. 

Harhikt, a goung lady of Dorsetshire, betrothed to Heartly. 
Suldieia, Sailorti, &c. 

Scene. — On hoard a French ship lying at anchor on 
the coa.st of Namiatidy, 

PROLOGUE. 

An ancient sage, when death approach’d his bed, 

Consign’d to Pluto ins devoted head ; 

Anil, tliatno fiend might hiss, or prove uncivil, 

With vows and prayers, he fairly brib’d the devil: 

Yet neither vow.« nor prayers, nor rich oblation, 

Could always save the sinner — from damnation. 

Thus authors, tott’ringon the brink of fate, 

The critic's rage with prologues deprecate ; 

Yet oft the trembling bard implores in vain. 

The wit profess’d turns out a dunce in grain : 

No plea can then avert the dreadful sentence, 
lie must be d — n’d — in spite of all repentance. 

Here justice seems from her straight line to vary, 


No guilt attends a fact involuntary ; 

This maxim the whole cruel charge destroys, 

No poet sure was ever dull — by choice. 

So pleads our culprit in his own rlefence, 

You cannot prove his dulness is — prepense. 

He means to please — he owns no other view ; 

And now presents you with — a sea ragout. 

A dish — ^howe’er you relish his endeavours, 

Replete with a variety of flavours; 

A stout Hibernian, and ferocious Scot, 

Together boiled in our enchanted pot , 

To taint these viands with the true fumet, 

He shreds a musty, vain, French — martinet. 

This stale ingredient miglit oui jioriidge mar 
Without some acid juice of English tar, 

'To muse the appetite the drum^ball rattle, 

And the dessert .sliall he a bloodless battle 
What heart will fail to glow, what eye to brighten. 
When Britain’s wrath arous’d begins to lighten ! 

I Her thunders roll— her fearless sons advance, 

And her red ensigns wave o’er the pale flowers of France 
Such game our fathers play’d m days of yort, 

W hen Edward’s banners fann’d the Gallic shore ; 

When Howard’s arm Eliza’s vengeance hurl’d. 

And Drake diffus’d her fame around the world ; 

Still shall that godlike flame your bosom Are. 

The gen'rous son shall emulate the sire : 

Her ancient splendour England shall maintain,^ 

O’er distant realms extend her genial reign, >• 

And rise — th’ unrivall’d empress of the main, ) 

aa 



THE REPRISAL: 


4fti) 


ACT THE FIRST. 

SCENE 1. — IIeartly, Brush. 

Brush. Well, if this be taking diversion on the 
■water, God send me safe on English ground ! and 
if ever I come in sight of the sea again, may a 
watery grave be my portion : first, to be terrified 
with the thoughts of drowning: secondly, to be 
tossed and tumbled about like a foot-ball : thirdly, 
to be drenched with sea-water: fourthly, to be 
stunk to death with pitch and tar and the savoury 
scent of my fellow-sufferers: fifthly, to be racked 
with perpetual puking, till my guts arc turned in- 
side out : and, sixthly and lastly, to be taken 
prisoner and plundered by the French. 

Jleartly. Enough enough 

Brush. Enough ! — aye, and to spare — wish I 
could give part to those who envy my good fortune : 
but, how will the good Lady Bloomwell moralize 
when she finds her daughter Miss Harriet is fallen 
into the hands of Monsieur de (^.hampignon ! 

Jleartly. No more — that reflection alarms me! — 
yet I have nothing to fear — as there is no war de- 
clared, we shall soon be released ; and, in the mean 
time, the French will treat us with their usual 
politeness. 

Brush. Pox on their politeness ! ah master ! com- 
mend me to the blunt sincerity of the true surly 
British mastiff. The rascallion that took my purse 
bowed so low, and paid me so many compliments, 
that 1 ventured to argue the matter, in hopes of 
convincing him he was in the wrong ; but he soon 
stopped my mouth with a vengeance, by clapping a 
cocked pistol to my ear, and telling me he should 
liave the honour to blow my brains out. Another 
of these polite gentlemen begged leave to exchange 
hats with me ; a third fell in love with my silver 
shoe-buckles ; nay, that very individual nice but- 
tock of beef, which I had just begun to survey with 
looks of desire, after the dismal evacuation I laid 
undergone, was ravished from my sight by turn 
famished French wolves, who beheld it with equal 
joy and astonishment. 

Jleartly. I must confess they plundered us with 
great dexterity and despatch ; and even Monsieur 
de ("bampignon, the commander, did not keep his 
hands clear of the pillage, an instance of rapacious- 
ness I did not expect to meet with in a gentleman 
and an officer. Sure he will behave as such to 
Harriet I 

Jirush. Faith ! not to flatter you, sir, T take him 
to be one of those fellows who owe their good 
fortune to nothing less than their good works. He 
first rifled your mistress, and then made love to her 
with great gallantry ; but you was in the right to 
call yourself her brother ; if he knew you were his 
rival, you might pass your time very disagreeably. 

JJcartly. There are two oflicers on board, who 
seem to disapprove of his conduct ; they would not 
be concerned in robbing; us, nor w'ould they suffer 
their soldiers to take any share of the prey, but 
condoled Harriet and me on our misfortune, with 
marks of real concern. 

Brush. You mean Lieutenant Oclabber and 
Ensign Maclaymore, a couple of d — ned renega- 
does ! —you lean upon a broken reed, if you trust to 
their compassion. 

Jleartly. Oclabber I knew at Paris, when T tra- 
velled with my brother, and he then bore the 
character of an honest man and a brave officer. 
The other is a Highlander, excluded, I suppose. 


from his own country on account of the late rebel- 
lion ; for that reason, perhaps, more apt to pity the 
distressed. I see their walking this way in close con- 
ference. While I go down to the cabin to visit my 
dear Harriet, you may lounge about and endeavour 
to overhear their conversation. [^Exeunt. 

SCENE II. — Oclabber, Maclaymore. 

Ocl. Arrah, for what ? — I don’t value Monsieur 
de Champignon a rotten potatoe ; and when the 
ship goes ashore, I will be after asking him a shivel 
question, as I told him to his face, when he turned 
liis back upon me in the cabin. 

Mad. Weel, weel, Maister Oclabber, I won a 
tak’ upon me to say a’together ye’re in the wrang ; 
but ye ken there’s a time for a’ things; and we man 
gang hooly and fairly, while we’re under command. 

()d. You may talk as you jilaise, Mr. Maclay- 
morc — you’re a man of learning, honey. Indeed 
indeed 1 am always happy when you are spaiking, 
whether 1 am asleep or awake, a gra. But, by ray 
shoul, T will maintain, after the breath is out of my 
body, that the English pleasure-boat had no right 
to be taken before the declaration of w'ar ; much 
more the prisoners to be plundered, which you 
know is the prerogative of pirates and privateers. 

Mad. To be sure, the law of nations does na 
prescind that privilege in actual war ; for ye ken, 
in ancient times, the victor teuk the spolia opima ; 
and in my country, to this very day, we follow 
the auld jiractice, pcciuhmi prrrdas agerc. But then, 
ye man take notiee, nae gentleman wad plunder a 
leddy — awa’, awa’ ! — fie for shame ! and a right 
sonsy damsel too. I’m sure it made my heart wae 
to see the saut brine come happin o’er her winsome 
cheeks. 

Od. Devil burn me ! but my bowels wept salt 
water to see her sweet face look so sorrowful I — 
och ! the delicate creature ' — she’s the very moral 
of my own honey, dear Sheelah ( I’Shannaghun, 
whom I left big with child in the county of Eer- 
raenaghan, grammachree ! --( )chone, my dt-ar Shee- 
lah ! Look here, she made me this sword-belt, of 
the skin of a sea-wolf that I shot at the mouth of 
the Shannon ; and I gave her at parting a nun’s 
discipline to keep her sv'cet flesh in order — oh ! 
my dear honey captain, cried she, I shall never do 
penance, but 1 will be thinking of you. Ah 1 poor 
Sheelah, she; once met •with a terrible misfortune, 
gra. We were all a merry-making at the castle of 
Ballyclough. And so Sheelah having drank* a cup 
too much, honey, fell down stairs out of a window. 
When I came to her, she told me, she was speech- 
less ; and by my shoul it was tree long weeks be- 
fore she got upon her legs again. Then I comj)osed 
a lamentation in the Irish tongue— and sung it to 
the tune of Drimmendoo ; but a friend of mine, of 
the ordtT of Shaint Francis, has made a relation of 
it into English, and it goes very well to the words 
of Klen-a-Koon. 

Mad. Whether is’t an elegy or an ode ? 

Od. How the devil can it be odd, when the 
verses are all even ? 

Mad. Gif it be an elegy, it must be written in 
the carmen elegiacum ; or, gif it be an ode, it may 
be raonocclos, dicolos, tetrastrophos, or, perhaps, 
it’s loose iambics. 

Ocl. Arrah, upon my conscience, I believe it is 
simple shambrucks, honey. But, if you’ll hold 
your tongue, you shall see with your own ey^es. 
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BONG. 

Ye suvalns of the Shannon, fair Sheelah is gone, 

Ye swains of the Shannon, fair Sheelah is gone, 

Ochone my dear jewel. 

Why was you so cruel. 

Amidst my companions to leave me alone ? 

Though Teague shut the casement in Ballyclough halt ; 
Though Teague shut the casement in Ballyclough hall ; 

In the dark she was groping ; 

And found it wide open ; 

Och ! the devil himself could not stand such a fall. 

In beholding your charms, I can sec them no more ; 

In behulditig your charms, 1 can see them no more ; 

If you’re dead, do but own it ; 

Then you’ll hear me bemoan it ; 

For in loud lamentations your fate I’ll deplore. 

Devil curse this occasion with tumults and strife t 
Devil curse this occasion with tumults and strife! 

01 the month of November, 

She’ll have cause to remember, 

As a black letter day all the days of Iier life. 

With a rope I could catch the dear creature I’ve lost! 

Witli a rope 1 could catch the dear creature I’ve lost ! 

But, without a dismission, 

I’d lose my commission. 

And he bang’d with disgrace for deserting my post. 

Shall I never see you, my lovely Sheelah, those 
seven long years ? An it plaised (lod to bring us 
within forty miles of each other, I would never de- 
sire to he nearer all tlie days of my life. 

Afacl lloot-fie! ('aptain Oclabber, whare’s a’ 
your philosophy? did ye never read Seneca da 
CoHsolafione '/ or Volusenus, my countryman, de 
Tranquil lit ale Afiimi ^ I’sc warrant we have left a 
bonny lass too, in the braes of Lochaber — my yel- 
low-huir’d deary that wont to meet me amang the 
heather. Heigh, sirs! how she grat and cried, 
“ Waes my heart that we should sunder.” Whisht, 
what’s a’ that rippet? [ A noise of drums. 

Och Arran-mon-doaul ! they arc beating our 
grenadier’s march, as if the enemy was in view ; 
hut 1 shall fetch them off long enough before tlu*y 
begin to charge ; or, by Shaint Patrick ! I’ll beat 
their skulls to a pancake. 

Mach [to a bagpiper crossing the stage.^ Whare 
are ye ga’ane with the moosic, Donald? ^ 

Piper. Guid fait! an please your honour, the 
commander has sent for her to play a spring to the 
sasenach damsel ; but her naiu sell wad na pudge 
the length of her tae, without your honour’s order ; 
and she’ll gar a’ the men inarch before her with 
the British flag and the rest of the plunder. 

Mad. By my saul ! he’s a gowk, and a gauky, 
to ettle at diverting the poor hissy with the pupjiet- 
show of lier ain misfortune ; but, howsoinever, 
Donald, yc may gang and entertain her with a 
pibroch of Macreemon’s composition; and, if she 
lias any taste for moosic, ye’ll soon gar her forget 
her disaster. 

Ocl. Arrah, now since that’s the caase, I would 
not be guilty of a rude thing to the lady ; and if it 
be done to compose her spirits, by my soul ! the 
drum shall beat till she’s both deaf and dumb, be- 
fore I tell it to leave off — ^but we’ll go and see the 
procession. [Kxeunt. 

SCENE III. — A Procession. 

[First the bagpipe — then a ragged dirty sheet for the 
FreMch colours — a fie of soldiers in tatters — the 
Fnglish prisoners — the plunder, in the midst of 
which is an English buttock of beef carried on the 
shoulders of four meagre Frenchmen. The drum, 
followed by a crew of French saibrs.~\ 
Champignon, Harriet. 

Champ. Madame, you see de fortune of de war 


— my fate be admirable capricieux — ^you be de 
prisonier of my arm— I be de cautire of your eye — 
by gar ! my glorie turn to my disgrace ! 

Har. Truly, I think so too — for nothing can he 
more disgraceful than what you have done. 

Champ. Den vat I ave done! — parbleu! I not 
understand vat you mean, madam — I ave de honour 
to carry off one great victorie over de Englis. 

Har. You have carried off an unarmed boat, 
contrary to the law of nations ; and rifled the pas- 
sengers in opposition to the dictates of justice and 
humanity — 1 should be glad to know what a com- 
mon robber could do worse. 

Champ. Common robber! madam, your servi- 
teur tres humble — de charm of your esprit be as 
brilliant as de attraits of your personne. In one 
and t’oder you be perfaitement adorable— souffrez 
den dat 1 present my art at your altar. 

Har. If you have any heart to present, it must 
be a very stale sacrifice— for my own part, I have 
no taste for the fumet ; so you had better keep it 
for the ladies of your own country. 

Champ. Ah cruelle ! — de ladies en France will 
felcite demselves dat you renounce de tendre 
of Monsieur de Champignon. Madame de la 
diichesse — rnais taisons — alte la — et la belle mar- 
quise! ah quelles ain(‘s! vanit6 apart, madam, I 
ave de honneur to be one man a bonnes fortunes, 
Diable m’emporte ! till 1 rencountre your invincible 
eye, 1 ave alway de same succcs in love as in war. 

Har. I dare say you have been always equally 
lucky and wise. 

Champ. A ma charmante ; — dat is more of your 
honte den of my merite — permettez done, dat I 
amuse you wid tlie transports of my flame. 

Har. In a proper place, I believe, I should find 
them very entertaining. 

Champ. How you ravish me, my princesse ! — 
avouez done, you ave de sentiments for my per- 
sonne — parbleu it is all your generosite — dere is 
noting extraordinary in my personne, diable m’em- 
porte ! liai, hai. [Cuts a caper. 

Har. Indeed, monsieur, you do yourself inj iistice ; 
for you are certainly the most extraordinary per- 
son 1 had ever the honour to see. 

Champ. Ah, ah, madame ! 1 die under the 
charge of your politesse — your approbation ave 
dissipe de brouillard dat envelope my fantasie — 
your smile inspire me wid allegresse — allons ! vive 
I’amour ! la, la, la, la 

Har. What a delicate pipe ! I find, monsieur ! 
you’re alike perfect in all your accomplishments. 

Champ. Madame, your slave cternellement — per- 
sonnes of gout ave own dat me sing de chanso- 
nettes not altogether too had, before I ave de 
honour to receive one hall de pistolet in my gorge, 
wen I board de Englis man of war, one, two, tree, 
four, ten year ago. I take possession sabre a la 
main; but, by gar, de ennemi be opiniatre ! — dey 
re^se to submit, and carry me to l*limount — dere 
I apprehend your tongue, madame— dere I dance, 
and ave de gallantries parmi les belles filles An- 
gloises. I teash dem to love — they teash me to 
sing your jollies vaudevilles. “ A coblere dere vas, 
and he live in one stall.” Hai, hai !^how you tgste 
my talens, madame ? 

Har. Oh! you sin^ enchantii^ly ; ana so na- 
tural, one would imagine you had been a cobler all 
the days of your life. Ha, ha, ha! 

Champ. Hai, hai, hai; if you not flatter me, 
madame, I he more happy dan Charlemagne— but 
O G 2 
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I ave fear dat you mocquez de moi — tell a me of 
grace, my princessc, vat sort of lover you shoose“ 

I vii transform myself for your plaisir. 

Har. I will not say what sort of lover I like ; 
but I’ll sing what sort of lover I despise. 

Champ, liy gar, she love me eperd ueinent. Aside, 
SONG. 

From the iniin whom 1 love, though niy heart 1 disguise, 

1 will freely describe the wretch 1 despise, 

And il he has .sense but to balance a stiaw. 

He will sure take the hint fiom the picture I draw. 

A wit without sense, without fancy a beau, 
liike a parrot he ehatlerH, and stmts hke a crow ; 

A peacock in pride, m grimace a baboon, 

In courage a hind, in conceit a gascuon. 

As a vulture rapacious, in falsehood a fox, 

Inconsiant as waves, and unfeeling as rocks; 

As a tiger ferocious, perverse as a hog, 

In mischief an ape, and in fawning a dog. 

In a word, to sum up all hi.s talents together, 

Ills heart is of lead, and Ins brain is of featlicr; 

Yet, if he has sense but to balance a straw, 

He will sure take the hint Ironi the picture I draw. 

Champ, Morbleu, madaine, you sing a raarveillos | 
— by gar, de figure be ver siiigulier. 

SCHNE IV. — IIahkiet, Champignon, IIeautey. 

Champ. Mons. Artlio, 1 ave de houeiir to be } our 
most umhleserviteur — madtmioiselle yoursi.ster aves 
des perfeetions of an aiige ; but she be cold as de 
albatre. You do me good office - I become of ^ our 
alliance ™kyou command my service. 

Ilmrdp, I hope my sister will set proper value 
upon your addre.sscs. And you may depend upon 
iny best endeavours to persuade her to treat your 
passion as it deserves. 

Champ. As it deserve ! — mavdy ! dat is all I de- 
sire — dcQ I treat you a- one jirinee. [J .servant 
whispers and retires.'] Comment ! (pie m’lmporfe — 
madanie, I must leave you for one moment to de 
garde of Monsieur your broder; but 1 return in 
one twinkle. [Eant, 

SCENE V. —Heautey, Harriet. 

ITeardjf. l\ly dear Harriet, have you goodnature 
enough to forgive me for having exposed you to all 
the.se dangers and misfortunes? 

Har. 1 can’t hut be pleased with an event which 
has introduced me to the ae«iuaintance of the ac- 
complished Champignon, ha, ha, ha ! 

HeariUj. You can’t imagine how hajipy I am to 
S('e you liear your misfortune with such good hu- 
mour, after tlie terror you underwent at our being 
taken. 

liar. I was indeed terribly alarmed when a can- 
non shot came wdiistling over our beads ; and not a 
little dejected when I found myself a jirisoiier? but 
I imagine all danger diminishes, or at least loses 
part of its terror, the nearer you approacli if. And 
as for this (champignon, he is such a eon tern jitible 
fellow, that, upon recollection, 1 almost (le.s])ise my- 
self for having been afraid of liiin — O’ my eijp- 
scienee! I believe all courage is acijuired from 
practice. I don’t doubt but in time 1 should be able 
to stand a battery myself. 

Ileardif. Well, my fair Tlialestris, should you 
ever he uttaeked, I 'hope the aggressor will fall be- 
fore you — ('hampignori has certainly exceeded his 
orders, and we shall be released as soon as a repre- 
sentation can be made to the Erench court. 

Har. I should be loth to trouble the court of 
France with matters of so little conseipienci*. 
Don’t you think it practicable to persuade the cap- 


tain to set us at liberty ? There is one figure in 
rhetoric which I believe lie would hardly resist. 

Heartly. I guess your meaning, and the experi- 
ment shall be tried, if we fail of success from 
another quarter; 1 intend to make myself known to 
Celabber, with whom 1 was formerly acquainted, 
and take his advice. He and the yeoteli ensign arc 
at variance with Clianipignon, and disapprove of 
our lieing made prisouiTs. 

SCENE VI. — TIkartlv, Harriet, Hrush. 

Hearth/ [ to Brush.] W ell, sir, have you been fishing 
the bonny Scot. Have you caught any intelligence ? 

Brush. Sir, I have done your business — (’aptain 
Maelayinore and I have been drinking a bottle of 
sour wine to the health of Miss Harriet and your 
A^orship ; in a word, he is wholly devoted to your 
service. 

Har. Tray, Mr. Brush, what method did you 
take to ingratiate yourself with that proud stalking 
Highlander ? 

Brush. I won lii.s heart with some transient en- 
eomimns on hi.s country# I aft’eeted to admire his 
plaid as an improvement on the Roman toga^ 
swore it vas a most soldierly garb; and said, J did 
not Monder to see it adopted a nation equally 
renowned for learning anil valour. 

Hearth/. ’J'liese insidious compliments could not 
fail to iiii(lermiiJt‘ his loftiness. 

Brush. He adjusted Ins bonnet, rolled bis quid 
from one cheek to the other, threw his jilaid over 
his left shoulder with an air of inqiortanee, strutted 
to the farther end of the deck ; then returning 
M'ith liis hard features iinliendeil into a ghastly 
.smile, “ Ily my said, moii,” says he, “ >e’re na fule ; 
I see you ken foo weel how to mak ])roper distinc- 
tions — you and 1 man be better acquainted.” I 
bow'cd very low in return for the grc'at honour he 
did me — hintid, that though now 1 was in the sta- 
tion of a .servant, lhad some pretensions to famil) ; 
and sighing, cried, tempura mutaniury et nos miita- 
4 nur ni dtis. 

Heart!//, '^fhat scrap of Latin was a liome thrust 
-You see, sirrah, the benefit of a charity school. 

Brush. Ay, little did 1 think, Avlien 1 was flogged 
for negU'cting my accidence, that ever my learning 
would turn to such account — Captain Maelayinore 
Avas surprised to hear me speak J#atiii. Y'et he 
found fault with my prommeiation. He shook me 
by the hand, though I AA^as a little shy of that com- 
jilimcnt, and said he did not exjieet to find flowers 
under a nettle. But 1 jiut him in mind of the 
singet eat, for J w'as better than 1 was bonny — then 
he carrieii me to his cabin, where we might dis- 
eour.se more freely ; told me the captain w^as “ a 
light-headed guse,” and exjiressed his concern at 
your captivity, which ho said was a flagrant infrac- 
tion of the treaty of Aix-la-("hapelle. 

Har. There, I hope, you backed his opinion with 
all your eloquence. 

Brush. I extolled his understanding ; interested 
his gallantry in the cause of a distressed lady ; and, 
in order to clinch my remonstrance, told him that 
my master’s great grandmother’s aunt was a Scotch- 
woman of the name of Macintosh, and that Mr. 
Ileaitly piqued himself on the Highland blood that 
ran in his v eins. 

Hearth/, I’m obliged to your invention for the 
honour of that alliance — I hope the discovery had 
a proper effect upon my cousin Maclaymorc. 

Brush. He no sooner heard that particular 
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tlian he started up, crying, “ What the doel say ye ? 
Macintosh! — swunds inon ! that’s the name of 
my ain mithcT— who kens but Mester lleiirtly and 
I i\p,y he C(»ozens seventeen times removed?” 
Then he gave me a full account of his pedigree for 
twelve generations, and liawk(*d up the names of 
his progenitors till they set my teeth on edge. 'I'o 
conclude, he has promised to give you all the assis- 
tance in his power, and even to favour our escape ; 
for, over and above his other motives, I find he 
longs to return to his own country, and thinks a 
piece of service done to an English gentleman may 
enable him to gratify that inclination. 

Heartly, But what scheme have you laid for our 
escape ? 

lirush. The lioat is along-side — our men are 
permitted to walk the deck : — when the captain re- 
tires to rest, and the watch is relieving, nothing will 
be more easy than to sl(*p on board of our own 
galley, cut the rope, hoist the sails, and make the 
best of our way to Old England. 

JTeartIff. But, yon don’t consider that Monsieur 
de Champignon, if alarmed, may slip his cable and 
give us chase — nay, compliment us with a dish of 
sugar-plums that may be very hard of digestion. 

Iiru.sh, 'fhere the friendship of Maelaymore 
will be of service. Tor, as soon as our flight is 
known, he and his men, on pretence of being ak*rt, 
will make such a bustle and confusion, tliat nothing 
can be done until we are out of their reach ; and 
then we must trust to our own canvass and the 
trim of our vessel, vliieh is a prime sailer. 

Harriet. The project is feasilih', and may he the 
mo^e practieahle, if the Irish lieutenant can he 
brouglit to eoo]»erate with the ensign, 

Jlrartly. Odso I there he comes Brush, go and 
wait u])on Miss Harriet to her cabin, while 1 accost^ 
this llilieriiian. 

S('ENE Yll.-- IIkautlv, OcLAnmm. 

Ocl. Your liiiinlile servant, sir, — I liopc the lady 
is jdaiied witli her a<*(*oinmoilation — don't lou 
begin to be refreshed witli the h'reneh air blowing 
over the sea ! --upon my fonseienee ! iiou, it's so 
delicate aud keen, that for iny own jiart, hoiu'j, 
1 have been as hungry as an Irish wolf-dog ever 
since 1 came to this kingdom. 

IJcarily. Sir, 1 thank yon for your kind Inquiry 
— 1 am no stranger to the l^'i’ench air, nor to the 
})oliteness of (’aptam Oelabher. — What! have ymu 
quite feu’got your old ac<(uaiutance ? 

Orl. Acqiiairitaiiee, honey — by my^ shouU 1 
should lie proud to recollect your countenance, 
though I never sj^v you before^ in the days of 
my life. 

ifearthf. Don’t you remember two Englishmen 
at Baris, about three years ago, of the name of 
Jleartly ? 

Ocl. ITb lib oo ! — by Shaint i’atrick, T remember 
you as well as nothing in the world — Arrah, now, 
whether is it your own sidf or your brother ? 

Hcarlly. My brother died of a consumption 
soon after our return to England. 

Ocl. Ahl God rest his soul, poor gimtleman — 
but it is a great comfort to a man to be after dying 
in his own country — I hope he was your elder 
brother, gra. — Oh ! 1 remember you two made one 
with us at the hotel de Bussy — by my shoul ! we 
were very merry and frolicsome ; and you know 
1 hurt my ancle, and my foot swelled as big as 
tliree potatoes — ^liy the same token T sent for a rogue 
of a surgeon, who subscribed for the cure, and 


wanted to make a hand of my foot. Mr. Heartly, 
the devil fly away w ith me hut I am proud to see 
you, and you may command me without fear or 
affection, gra. 

Jleartly. Sir, you arc extremely kind ; and may, 
I apprehend, do me a good ofRce with Captain 
Cliampigrion, w ho, 1 cannot help saying, has treated 
ns with very little ceremony. 

Ocl. I’ll tell you wliat, Mr. Heartly, we officers 
don't choose to find fault with one another ; becausii 
there’s a discipline and subordination to he ob- 
served, you know ; — therefore 1 shall say nothing 
of him as an officer, honey ; but, as a man, my dear, 
by the mass, he's a meer baist. 

JIvartley. I'm glad to find your opinion of him so 
eoiiformahle to my own. — I understand by my 
servant too, that Mr. JMaclaymore agrees with us, 
in his sentiments of Monsieur de Chainiiignoii ; 
and disapproves of his taking our boat, as an un- 
warrantable insult offered to the British nation. 

Ocl. By my shoul! I told him so before you 
came a-board. — As for ensign Maelaymore, there is 
not a prettuT fellow in seven of the best counties in 
Ireland — ^as brave as a heron, my dear — arrah, the 
devil burn him if he fears any man that never wore 
a head. — Ay, and a great scholar to boot — he can 
talk Latin and Irish as well as the Archbishop of 
Arinaiigh -didn’t you know we w’ere sworn bro- 
thers— though Bm his senior officer, and spaik the 
Brench more fluid, gra. 

SCENE Y I H.— Heartly, Oclabijeu, Brush. 

Brush, O Tjord, Sir ! all the fat’s in the fire, 

Ocl. Arrah, wlial’s a-fir(‘, honey? 

Brush. All our fine project gone to pot ! — We 
may now liang uj) our harps among the willow's, 
ami sit down and weej) by Babel's stri‘ams. 

Heartly. What does the blockhead mean? 

Jit ush. One of oiir foolish fellows has blabbed 
that l\Iiss Harriet is not your sister, but your mis- 
tress; and this report has Ix'eii carried to IMonsieur 
de Champignon, whom I left helow' in the cabin, 
taxing her with dissimnlation, and threatening to 
coiifine her for life. — He sings, cajiors, vswearf!, and 
storms ill a breath ! — 1 have seen Bedlam ; but an 
English lunatic, at full moon, is a\cr;y sober animal 
when eomjiared to a Frenchman in a passion. 

JJeattly. I care not for his passion or pow'er. — 
By heaven ! he shall not offer the least violence to 
my Harriet, w'hilc a drop of Mood circulates in my 
veins ! — Bll assault him, though unarm’d, and die 
in her defence. — [ Going. 

Ocl. Won’t you be easy now!— your dying sig- 
nifies nothing at all, honey ; for, if yon should be 
killed in the fray, what excuse would you make to 
the young lady's relations, for leaving her alone in 
the handsof thcMuieiny !— by iny shoul! you’d look 
very foolish. — 'lake no notice at all, and give your- 
self no trouble about the matter — and if he should 
ravish your mistress, by my salvation I I would 
take upon me to put him under arrest. 

Jleartly. U'lie villain dares not think of commit- 
ting siieli an outrage. 

• Ocl. Devil confound me ! but I’d never desire a 
belter joke — Och tlien, my dear, you’d see how I’d 
trim him — you should have satisfaction to y ur 
heart’s content. 

Jleartly. Distraction ! — Tf you will not give me 
your assistance, I’ll fly alone to her defence. 

Brush. Zooks, Sir, you’re as mad as he. — You’ll 
ruin us past all redemption. — What the deuce are 
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you afraid of ?-~Ravish ! — An htomy like that pre- 
tend to rayish I No, no : He’ll ravish nothing but 
our goods and chattels, and these he has disposed 
of already. Besides, Miss Harriet, when his back 
was turned, desired me to conjure you in her name 
to take care of yourself ; for Champignon would 
have no pretence to confine her, if you was out of 
the way. 

Ocl. O* my conscience, a very sensible young 
woman ! When there are two lovers in the caase, ’tis 
natural to wish one of them away. — Come along with 
me, honey ; we’ll hold a council of war with Ensign 
Maclaymore — perhaps he may contrive mains to 
part you. — No man knows better how to make a 
soldierly retreat 

Brush. Soldierly or unsoldierly, it signifies not a 
button — so we do but escape ; I shall be glad to get 
away at any rate, even if I should fly like a tliief 
from the gallows. 

Ocl. Devil fire you, my dear ! you’re a wag — 
Arrah, who told you that my friend Maclaymore 
escaped from the gallows ? — By my shoul I ’tis all 
fortune de la guerre — Indeed, indeed, T would never 
desire to command a better corps than what I could 
form out of the honest gentlemen you have hanged 
in England. 

Heartly, I’m so confounded and perplexed, in 
consequence of this unlucky discovery, that I can’t 
start one distinct thought, mucli less contribute to 
any scheme that requires cool deliberation. 

Ocl. Arrah faith, my d(}ar, we must leave those 
things to wiser heads — for my own part. I’m a 
soldier, and never burden my brain witli unneces- 
sary baggage. 

1 won t pretend to lead, but I follow in the throng; 

And as I don’t think at all, 1 can never think 

wrong. < 

ACT THE SECOND. 

SCENE L — A great noise and bustle behind the Scenes. 

Maclaymore, Champignon. 

Clump, [running upon the stage in a ridiculous 
dishabille.J^ — Prenez garde qu’elle ne vous echappe ! 
— aux armes ! — Mons. le Second — centre maitre — 
la chalou})C ! la chaloupe ! 

Mad. [overluniing him^ as if through mistake.'] As 
I sail answar, the folks are a’ gaen daft ! — deel stap 
out your een ! I’m nae sic midge but ye might a 
seen me in your porridge. 

Champ. Ah meutrier ! assassin ! vous avez tu^ 
votre commandant !— holla ho ! mes gens, a moi. 

Mad. Hout, na! it canna be our commander 
Monsieur de Champignon, running about in the 
dark like a worricow! — Preserve us a’! it’s the 
vara mon — weel I wot, sir, I’m right sorry to find 
you in sic a pickle — but wha thought to meet with 
you playing at blind Harry on deck ? 

Champ, [rismg.] Ventre saingris! my whole 
brain be derangee ! — traitre ! you be in de complot 

Mad. Trailer, me nae trailer! Mester Cham- 
pignon, or gude faith I you and I man ha’ our kail 
through the reek: • 

Champ. Were be de prisoniers? tell a me dat — 
ha! — mort de ma vie! de Englis vaisseau! — de 
prise ! de prisoniers ! — sacrebleu ! ma gloire ! mes 
rich esses! rendez moi les prisoniers — you be de 
enseigne, you be de officier. 

Mad. Troth, I ken foo weel I’m an officer — I 
wuss some other people, who liaud their heads unco 


high, kenn’d the respact due to an officer, we should 
na be fash’d with a’ this din 

Champ. Tell a me au moment, were be Monsieur 
Artlie ? were be de prisoniers ? wat you beat my 
brains wid your sottiscs ? 

Mad. Nay, sin ye treat me with sa little cere- 
mony, 1 man tell you, Mester Heartly was na com- 
mitted to my charge, and sae ye may gang and 
leuk after him ; and as for prisoners, 1 ken of nae 
prisoners but your ain valet, whom you ordered to 
be put in irons this morning for supping part of 
your bouillon, and if the poor fallow had na done 
the deed, I think he must have starved for want of 
victuals. 

Champ. Morbleu! Monsieur Maclaimore, you 
distrait me wid your babil. 1 demand de Englis 
prisoniers — m’entendez vous ? 

Mcu:l. Monsieur de Champignon, je vous entens 
bien — there was nae English prisoner here ; for I 
man tell you, sir, that if ever you had read Grotius 
de Jure Belli ac Pacts, or Puffendorf de Officio 
Ilominis et Civis, ye wad a’ seen he could na be in 
the predicament of a captus in bello, or an obses or 
vades — ^for what? ye’ll say — ^because he was na teult 
flagrante bello — ergo he was nae prisoner of war — 
now wliat says the learned Puffendorf? 

Champ. Comment! you call me Puff-and-horf ? 
ventre bleu ! you be one impertinent. 

Mad. What, what ! —that’s a paughty word, sir 
— that’s nae language for a gentleman — nae mair 
o’ that, or guid faith we’ll forget where we are. 

Champ. Morhlcu ! you avc forgot dat 1 be your i 
general — your chief. 

Mad. By my saul, mon, that’s strange news in- 
deed. You my chief ! you chief of the Maclaymores ! 

Champ. Oui, moi, rustre — moi tpii vous parle. 

Mad. Dinna rustre me, sir, or deel dam my saul, 
but I’ll wrast your head aff your shoulders, il‘ ye 
was the best Champignon in Erance. 

I [They draw, and fight. 

SCENE n. — OcLAHBEB, Champignon, Maclay- 

I MORE. 

Ocl. Devil fire you, my lads ! what’s the raain- 
ing of all this disturbance? — o’ my conscience! 
there’s no such thing as resting below — a man 
would lie as quiet at the bottom of the sea — I’ve 
been abed these tree hours, but 1 could not close 
an eye, gra ; for you waked me before I fell asleej). 
[Pretending to discover Champignon.] Arrah now, 
don’t 1 dream, honey ? What, is it your own self 
Monsieur de Champignon, going to attack my en- 
sign? By my shoul! that’s not so shivel now, 
aboard of your own ship. Gentlemen, 1 put you 
both under arrest in the king’s name — you shall 
see one another locked in your cabins with your 
own hands; and then, if you cut one another’s 
troats, by the blessed virgin ! you shall be brought 
to a court-martial, and tried for your lives, agra. 

Mad. [sheathing his sword.] Weel, weel, sir — 
ye’re my commanding officer ; tuum esf imperare — 
but, he and I sail meet before mountains meet, 
that’s a’. 

Champ, [to Ocl.] Vat! you presume to entre- 
mettre in mes affaires d’honneur — you have the 
hardicsse to dispute wid me de command of dis 
vaisseau de guerre ? — tell a me if you know my 
condition, ha ? 

Ocl. Indeed, indeed, my dear, I believe your pre- 
sent condition is not very savoury ; but, if Ensign 
Maclaymore had made you shorter by the head. 
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your condition would have been still worse; and 
yet, upon my conscience I I have seen a man com- 
mand such a frigate as tliis, without any head at all. 

Champ. Monsieur 0-claw-bear, you mocquez de 
moi — you not seem to know my noblesse — dat I 
descend of de bonne famille — dat my progeniteurs 
ave bear de honourable cotte — de cotte of antiquite. 

OcL By my shoul ! when I knew you first, you 
bore a vcTy old coat yourself, my dear ; for it was 
threadbare and out at elbows. 

Champ. Ah ! la mauvaise plaisanterie— -Daignez, 
my goot lieutenant O-claw-bear, to onderstand dat 
] ave de grands alliances — du bien — du rente — dat 
1 ave regale des princes in my chateau. 

Ocl. (.)ch ! I beg your chateau’s pardon, gram- 
machree ! 1 have had the honour to see it on the 
banks of the Garonne — and by my soul! a very 
venerable building it was — aye, and very well bred 
to boot, honey ; for it stood always uncovered ; and 
never refused entrance to any passenger, even 
tliough it were the wind and the rain, gra. 

Champ. You pretendez to know my famille, ha? 

Ocl. By Shaint Tatrick, I know them as well as 
the father that bore them. Your nephew is a beg- 
ging brother of the order of Shaint Francis; 
JMadenioiiselle, your sister, espoused an eminent sa- 
vatier in the county of Bearne; and your own 
shelf, my dear, first mounted the stage as a charla- 
tan, then served the (yount de Bardasch for your 
diversion, and now, by the king’s favour, you com- 
mand a frigate of twelve guns, lying at anchor 
within the j)r<)vince of Normandy. 

Champ. Ah quelle medisance ! — quo vous ima- 
ginez bien. Monsieur — but 1 vill represent your 
conduit to des marchaux of France ; and dey vil 
convince you dat Monsieur de Champignon is one 
personne of some consideration— un charlatan ! — 
mardy ! dat be ver plaisant. Messieurs, serviteur — 
1 go to give de neccssaires ordres peur rattraperde 
lOnglis chaloupe—j usque au rcvoir-»-charlatan ! — 
savatier ! — Morte de ma vie. 

SCENE TTl. — OcLAUBEK, Maclaymore. 

Ocl. Faith and troth, my dear, you’ll see the 
chaloupe far enough out of sight by this time. 

Marl. By my saul 1 cai)tain, ye sent him awa’ 
with a flea in his bonnet, lie’ll no care to wrestle 
anither fa’ with you in a hurry — he had the wrang 
sow by the lug. 

Ocl. Jf he will be after playing at rubbers, he 
must expect to meet with bowls — pooh! I main, he 
must look to meet with bowls, if he will be playing 
at rubbers — arra man dcaul ! that’s not the thing 
neither ; but you know my maining, as the saying is. 

Mad. Hoot aye — I’sc warrant 1 ken how to gar 
your bools row right — and troth 1 canna help think- 
ing but 1 played my part pretty weel for abeginner. 

Ocl. For a beginner ! Devil fetch me, but you 
played like a man that jokes in earnest. But your 
joke was like to cut too keen, honey, when 1 came 
to part you ; and yet 1 came as soon as you tipped 
me the wdnk with your finger. 

Mad, Let that fiie stick i’ the wa’ — when the 
dirt’s dry it will rub out. But now we man tak 
care of the j)oor waff lassy that’s left under our 
protection, and defend her from the maggots of this 
daft Frenchman. 

Ocl. 1 will be after confining him to his cabin, 
if he offers to touch a hair of her beard, agra. 

Mad. It’s now break of day — dinna you sec the 
bonny grey-eyed morn blinking o’er yon mossy 


craig? We’ll e’en gang doun and tak a tasse of 
whisky together, and then see what’s to be done 
for I^liss Harriet. [Exeunt, 

SCENE IV. — Harriet, Brush. 

Har. 0 Lord ! I’m in such a flutter — ^What was 
the meaning of all that noise ? — Brush, are you sure 
your mastci* is out of all danger of being retaken ? 

Brush. Yes, yes. Madam, safe enough for this 
bout. The two land officers performed their parts 
to a miracle. My master and our people slipped 
into the boat, without being disturbed by the sen- 
tries, who were tutored for the purpose ; and they 
were almost out of sight, before Champignon was 
alarmed by a starved Frenchman, whose hunger 
kept him awake. But now they have doubled the 
point of land, and in four hours or so will be in 
sight of sweet Old England. I’m sure I sent many 
a wishful look after them. 

Har. What I you are sorry then for having staid 
behind with me ? 

Brush. O ! by no manner of means. Ma’am — to 
be sure you did me an infinite deal of honour. 
Ma’am, in desiring that I might be left, when you 
spoke to my master through the barricado; but yet, 
Ma’am, I have such a regard for Mr. Ileartly, 
Ma’am, that J should be glad to share all his 
dangers, Ma’am — though, after all is done and said, 

I don’t think it was very kind in him to leave his 
mistress and faithful servant in such a dilemma. 

Har. Nay, don’t accuse your mastet unjustly 
You know how unwillingly he complied with my 
request. We could not guess what villanous step?; 
this fellow. Champignon, might have taken to com 
eeal his rapine, which ;5Ir. Ileartly will now ha^e 
an opportunity to represent in its true colours. 

Tirush. Well— Heaven grant him success, and 
that speedily. For my own part, 1 have been 
long used to his company, that 1 grow quite chicken- 
hearted in his absence. If 1 liad broke my leg 
two days ago, 1 should not have been in this quan- 
dary. God forgive the man that first contrived 
parties of pleasure on the water. 

Har. Hang fear. Brush, and pluck up your cou 
rage. I have some small skill in physiognomy, 
and can assure you it is not your fate to die by 
water — Ha ! I see the captain coming this way — I 
must bear the brunt of another storm. 

Brush, Odso! I’ll run down to Lieutenant Oclab- 
ber, and his ensign, and give them notice, in case 
there should be occasion to interpose. [Exit Brush, 

SCENE V. — Champignon, Harriet. 

Champ. Madame, you pardon my presomptlon 
dat 1 jiay my devoirs in dishabille — hot it be all 
for your service. Monsieur your amant ave decamp§ 
sans fa<;on. 1 take de alarm, and make all my 
efforts to procure de plaisir of seeing him again — 
Ah! he be dc gallant homme to abandon his 
maitresse ! 

Har. Is there no possibility of bringing him back? 

Champ. By gar! it be tout a fait impossible. He 
steal cornme one thief into de chaloupe, and vanish 
in de obscurite ! 

Har. I’m heartily glad to hear it ! 

Champ. For vat you be glad, my princess, ha? 

Har. That he’s no longer in your power. 

Champ. Bon !— juste ciel ! — how you make me 
happy to see you glad, Madame ! la, la, la, ra, ra — 
Ventre bleu ! he be one fugitif — if we rencontre 
acain, revanche ! revanche ! la, la, la, ra, ra. l*er- 
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mettez done, madame, dat I ave de honctir to 
languisse before your feet — ave pitie of me— take 
iny sword— plongez dans my bosom. Ah ! larron ! 
perfide ! la, la, ra, ra. 

[ He sings^ kneels, and dances hy turns. 
Monsieur i'.rtlie is not in my power - bon — but, 
by rar, madame, you know who is, hah I 
liar. As for me, my sex protects me. T am here, 
indeed, a prisoner, and alone ; but you will not, you 
dare not treat me with indignity. 

Champ. Dare not! — Bravo !—8how to me de 
man vil say I dare not— 9a, ha, ha 1 [Capers about. 

liar. You’re in such a dancing humour, ’tis pity 
you should want music. Shall 1 sing you a song ? 

Champ. Ah crucllc! you gouvernc vid soverain 
empire over my art — you rouse me into one storm 
— you sing me into one calm. 

SONG. 

Let the nymph still avoid, and be deaf to the swain, 

Who in transports of passion affects to complain ; 

For his raffc, not his love, in that frenry is shown, 

And the blast that blows loudest is soon overblown. 

lint the shepherd whom Cupid has pierced to the heart. 
Will submissive adore, and rejoice m the smart ; 

Or in plaintive soft murmurs, his bosom lclt woe. 

Like the smootii gliding current of riveis, will flow. 

Though silent his tongue, he will plead with his eyes, 

And his heart own your sway in a tribute of sighs ; 

But, when he accosts you in meadow or grove, 

Ills tale IS all tenderness, rapture, and love. 

SCENE VI. — Champignon, llARtti:^ Brush. 

Brush. News ! news ! there’s an English man- 
of-war’s boat along-side, with a flag of truce. 

Champ. Comment ! — madame, you ave dc honte 
to retire to your cabane — 1 go dress myself, and 
give de audience. [Kxii Champtgmii. 

SCENE VJI.-llARKTKT, IlllUSH. 

Har. O Brush 1 Brusli ! liow my little heart pal- 
pitates with fear and supeuse ! What does the 
arrival of this boat portiuid? 

Brush. Our deliverance from the hands of the 
Vhilistinos, I hope. It could not arrive at a more 
seasonable juncture; for my spirits are (juite flagged 
— not that I am so much concerned on my own 
account, ma’am — hut 1 can’t he insensible to your 
danger* ma’am. 1 should be an ungrateful wretch, 
if I did not feci for one that is so dear to JSlr. 
llcartly, ma’am. 

liar. Keally, Mr. Brush, yon seem to have im- 
proved miglitily in politeness, since y ou li\ ctl among 
these FreucJi gentlemen. 

Brush. Lived, INIa’am — I have been dying hourly 
since I came abroad ; and that politeness wliich 
you are pleased to mention, JMa’am, is nothing but 
sneaking fear and hen-heartedness, which I believe, 
God forgive me, is the true source of all French 
politeness ; a kind of poverty of spirit, or want of 
sincerity. I should be very proud to be drubbed 
in England for my insolence and ill-breeding. 

Har. Well, I hope you’ll soon be drubbed to 
your heart’s content. When we revisit our own 
country, you shall have all my interest tow ards the 
accomplishment of your w ish. Meanwhile, do me 
the favour to make further inquiry about this same 
flag of truce, and bring an account of what shall 
pAss, to my cabin, where I shall wait for you with 
the utmost impatience. [Exeitnl. 

SCENE VIII. — Bloc:k, and another Seaman. 
Block, hriiite my limbs, Sara, if the lieftfnaiit do 
clap her aboard, here no plunder; notliing hut 


rags and vermin, as the saying is. We shall share 
nothing but the guns and the head-money, if you 
call those heads that have no bodies belonging to 
»uni. — Mind that there scarecrow— see how his 
cloth hangs in the wind — Adzooks ! the fellow has 
got no stowage ; he’s all npper-wuirk and head-sail. 
I’ll be d — lied if the first iiard squall don’t blow 
him into the air like the peeling of an onion. 

7b him, Brush. 

TTeh? — how! — no sure.! — Yes faith -hut it is — 
Odso ! cousin Block, who thquglit to meet with 
you among the French ? 

Block. What cheer, ho? ITow does mother Mar- 
gery? Meet me among the French ! Ag:id! I’d 
never desire better pastime, than to he among ’em 
with a good -cutlash in my hand, and a brace of 
pistols in iny girdle. Why, look you, brother, 
hearing as liow you and your mistress 'were wiiicl- 
houncl, we are come along-side to tow you into the 
offing. 

Brush. The I iord reward yon, cousin. But w hat 
if this d — ^ned Frenchman should refuse to part 
with us ? 

Block. Why then Lieftcnant Lyon is a cruising 
to windw’ard of that there head-land ; he’ll he along- 
side in half a glass, full under your stern, clap Ids 
helm a starboard, rake you fore and aft, and send 
the Frenchman and every sfml on hoard to the 
devil, in tli(‘ turning of an handspike. 

Brush. 'J’hc devil he will! But, cousin, what 
must become of me, then ? 

Block, '.riiereafter as it may be — You must take 
your hap, I do suppose. We sailors never mind 
those things. Every shot has its commission, d’ye 
see — WT must all die one time, as the saving is — if 
you go down now% it may save jour going ulofl; 
aiiotluT time, brother. 

Brush. ( ) ! curse your comfort. 

Block. Hark ye, brother, this is a cold morning 
— liave you picked ii]> neverarunJet alongshore — 
What d’ye say to a slug? 

Brush. Slug! — (), J understand you. 

'lies a keg of brandy, irli uh Block sets to his head. 

Block. Right Nantz, strike iny tojisails!— Odds 
heart ! this is the only thing in France that agrees 
with an Englishman’s constitution. Let us drink 
out their brandy, ami then knock out their brains. 
This is the way to demolish the spirit of the French. 
An Englishman will fight at a minute’s warning, 
lirothcr; hut a Erencliman’s heart iimst be buoyed 
up with brandy. No more keg, no more courage. 

Brush. T’other pull, cou.sin. 

Block. Avast, avast— no more canvass than we 
can carry— w'e know the trim of our own vessel. 
Smite my cn^s-trecs ! we begin to yaw already— 
Hiccup. 

Brush. Odso! our commander is coming upon 
deck to give audience to your inidshipmun. 

Block. Steady. [Exeunt. 

SCENE IX. 

Champignon, Ocuabbeu, ]\lAri.AY 5 ioRF., Brush, 
Tom Haulyart), an English M idslupman. 

Champ. Eh hien, Monsieur, qui souhaite-il ? 

Haul. Anan, Monscer sweat ye ! — A gad! I be- 
lieve, if we come along side of you, we’ll make you 
all sweat. 

Mad. That’s mair than ye can tell, my lad. Ye 
may gar me sweat with fetching; hut it’s no in 
your br<*eks to gar me sweat with feai’ 
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OcL You may sweat me after I’m dead, honey ; 
but, by the blessed virgin 1 you shall not sweat me 
alive; and so you may be after delivering your 
message, gra. 

Haul. If it wa’n’t for such as you that show your 
own country the fore top-sail, wold our enemy’s 
cable, and man their quarters, they would never 
ride out the gale, or dare to show their colours at 
sea ; but, howsomcver, we’ll leave that bowling 
the block, as the saying is. If so he as how that 
there Frenchman is commander of this here vessel, 

1 have orders from my officer to demand an English 
young woman, with all her baggage and thingum- 
bobs, that he took yesterday out of a pleasure-boat, 
belonging *to one Mr. Heartly, of Dorsetshire, who 
slipped the painter this morning. 

Ckbmp. Mardy I de commission be very peremp- 
toire f — ecoute mon ami, vat you call monsieur 
your commandant ? 

Haul. I don’t take in your palaver, not I ; and 
mayhap you don’t know my lingo ; but, egad! we’ll 
soon make you understand plain English. 

Ocl. Monsieur (^hami)ignon wants to know who 
is your commanding officer, honey. 

Haul. Who should it be, but Lieftenant Lyon, 
of the Triton man-of-w’^ar, of sixty guns ! * as bold 
a heart as every cracked biscuit. 

Champ. Bon ! —suppose dat 1 refuse de command 
of Monsieur Lionne ? 

Haul. {Suppose!— if you do, he’ll run yoii along 
side, yard-arm and yard-arm, and blow you out of 
the water ; that’s all. 

Champ. By gar ! he vil find himself mistaken ; 
here is not vater for one sixty-gun ship [u.su/c.] 
ITeark you me, monsieur, vat is your name— tell 
Monsieur Lionne, dat 1 am called Michel Sanson 
(joluat de Champignon, Manpiis de Vermisseau ; 
dat 1 ave de honeur to serve cle king ; dat fear be 
one bagatelle of which 1 ave de luepps ; dat I re- 
gard you ambassade as de galimatias ; dat my cou- 
rage suffice to attack one whole Englis escadre; 
and dat if Monsieur Lionne be disposed to rendre 
moi un visitc, I shall ave de glorie to chastise his * 
presomption ; so I perniitte you go your way. 1 

Macl. Dtssdntio . — Bide you, Billy — there’s nae I 
clerk here, I trow. Wed, Lieuteuaut ( )clal)ber, I ' 
tak instruments iii your hauiid against the jiroeeed- 
iiigs of Captain C’hauipiguoii, wha has incarcerate > 
the English Icddy, contruir to the law of nature ’ 
and nations. Now, cocky, ye may gang about your 
business ; w^hen ye come back, i’se tauk with you 
in another style. I 

Ocl. Eor my own part, honey, I shall he after 
showing you some diversion in the w ay of my duty ; 
hut 1 take you to witness that I have no hand in 
detaining the lady, wo is plaised to favour us with 
her company against her own consent, gra. 

Haul. Mayhap you may trust to your shoal- 
watei —if you do, you’re taken all aback, brother; 
for Lieftenant Lyon commands a tender of tw'elve 
guns, and fifty stout hands, that draws less than 
this here frigate by the streak - and — lieli ! — agad! 
yonder she comes round the point, with a llowdng 
sail. B’w’ye, Monseer (hiampignon ! all hands to 
quarters ; up with your white rag ; T doubt, my 
officer and I will taste some of your soup-meagre 
by that time you pipe to dinner. [E.vit. 

SCENE X. 

Ohamtionon, Oclabber, Macla^more, Brush. 

Champ. Mort de ma vie ! je ne voiis attendois 


par sitot, a quelle cote faut-il que je me tourne ? 
sacrebleu ! [^Aside, 

Messieurs, I demand your counseil ; you protest 
against my couduite ; if you tink me ave done do 
injustice, you will find me tout a fait raisonable ; 
we render mademoiselle to de Englis ; for I judge 
It bicn mal-a-propos to engage de enemi, vere de 
spirit of contradiction reign among ourselves. 

Ocl. Faith and troth ! my dear, the contradiction 
is all over ; you have nothing to do hut to station 
your men ; and as for Mr. Maclaymore and my 
ow n shelf, the English cannon may make our legs 
and arms play at loggerhead in the air, honey, but 
we’ll stand by you for the glory of France, in spite 
of the devil and all his works, gra. 

Macl. Never fash your noddle about me ; con- 
science I I’sc no be the first to cry barley. 

Ocl. Ensign Maclaymore, 1 order you to go and 
take possession of the forecastle with your division, 
honey. 1 wish they may stand fire till you’re all 
knock’d o’ the head, gra ; but I’m alVaid they’re no 
better than dunghills; for they were raised from 
the canaille of Paris. And now I’ll go and put the 
young lady below water, where she may laugh in 
her own sleeve, gra ; for if the ship should be blown 
up in the engagement, she is no more than a pas- 
-.enger, you know ; and then she’ll be released with- 
nit ransom. 

Thush. (jbl bless you. Captain Oclabber, for 
your gene ®.Vity to my poor lady. 1 was. ordered 
by iny master to give her close attendance ; and 
I Miough I have a great curiosity to see the battle, 
diss Harriet must by no means be left alone. 

\_E.ccunt Oclahher, Maclaifmorc, and Brualu 

SCENE XI. 

Chtnnp. Ventre saingris ! quo ferai-je ! Je me 
, sens tout einbroiiille — ccs antre Anglois sont si pre- 
cipites ! que diable les etouffe. Aliens 1 A ux armes ! 
maielots— mes enfans! cliardon— chison— ortie — 
fumiere— I’hibou — la fuim — aliens - vite, vite— aux 
armes ! [A crew of tat Lvrdcmall tons runuintj up 
and fhirn the deck in confusion — the noise of 
cannon and musketry. 

A mon bon Dieu ! ayez pitie de moi encore — 
cpi’on m’apporte de I’eau de vie. Ah miserable 
pecheiir! — je suis mort! — je suis enterre ! ah! 
voila iissez mes enfans — cessez— desist ez — il faut 
iiuener — Monsieur O-claw-bea**-- Lieutenant O- 
?Iaw-l)ear ! 

SCENE Xll. 

Ocl. Holloa! \ Behind the scenes. 

Champ. Laisscz — lais.sez — leave off your fire — 
le ennemi be too strong— we ave abaissee Ic drapeau 
—1 command you leave off. 

Ocl. Leave off' ! — arrah, for what ? 

Champ. Dc ennemi vil accord no quartier. 

Ocl. Devil burn your quarter ! — what signifies 
quarter when we’re all kill’d .5* The men are lying 
along the deck like so many paise ; and there m 
such an abominable stench, gra — by my sboul ! I 
oelieve they were all rotten before they diecl.^ 

{ Coniimj upon the staye.'] Arraji, mon deaul ! I ^ 
believe the English have made a compact with the 
devil, to do such execution ; for my ensign has lost 
all his men, too, but the piper, and they two have 
I cleared the forecastle, sw'ord in hand. 

Brw,h. lin great trepidation.'] OLord! Mr. Oclab- 
ber, your ensign is playing the devil-hacking and 
Viewing about him like a fury ; for the love of God 
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interpose ; my master is come aboard, and if they 
sliould meet, there will be murder ! 

Ocl. By my shoul I 1 know be has a regard for 
Mr. Ileartly, and if he kills him, it will in the 
way of friendship, honey; howsomever, if there’s any 
mischief done. I’ll go and prevent it. [^ExitOclabber, 
SCENE XIII. — Champignon, Lieutenant Lyon, 

IIeartly, Haulyard, Brush, Block, and 

English sailors. 

Champ, [throwing himself on his knees and pre- 
senting his sword.} Ah! niisericorde, Monsieur 
Artlie, quartier — quartier, pour I’amour de Dieu I 

Ilearuy, I have no time to mind such trifles — 
where is my Harriet ! 

Brush. I’ll show you tlie way to the poor solitary 
pigeon — ^master, this is a happy day ! 

[Exeunt Hcartly and Brush. 

SCENE 'T'. — OcLABBER, Maclaymork, Lieu- 

tenant Lyon, Haulyard, Champignon, &c. 

Ocl. [delicering his sioord.} Gentlemen, yours is 
the fortune of the day. You ought to be kind to 
us, for we have given you very little trouble. Our 
commander there is a very shivil person, gra ; he 
don’t turst after the blood of bis enemy. As for 
the soldiers, I shall say nothing; but upon my 
shoul ! now they’re the nimblest dead men I ever 
saw in the days of my life ! about two minutes 
agonc they were lying like so many slaughtered 
sheep, and now they are iill scampt'mi off about 
their business. 

Mad. As I sail answer, its a black burning 
shame I and 1 hope the king will order them to be 
decimated, that is, every tenth man to be hanged in 
terrorern. 

Ocl. By my shalvationl if the king will take 
my advice, every single man of them shall be 
decimated. i 

SCENE THE LAST.— To Heartly, leading 
tVi Harriet. 

Heartly. [embracing Ocl. and Mad.'] Ccntlj "'cn, 
^’m heartily glad of having an o])[)ortimity to re- 
turn, in some measure, the civilities you have 
shown to this young lady. Mr. Lyon, Ibeg you’ll 
ordor their swords to be restored ; they were in no 
shape accessory to our grievances. 

Ocl. [receiving his suutrd.] Mr. Lyon, you’re ex- 
tremely polite ; and I hope T shall never die till I 
have an opportunity to return the compliment. 
Madam, T wish you joy of our misfortune, with all 
my shoul- 

Lyon. I a’n’t used to make speeches, madtim, but 
I’m very glad it was in my power to serve such a 
fine lady, especially as my old schoolfellow Heartly 
is so much concerned in your deliverance. As for 
this fair-weather spark. Monsieur de Champignon, 
if he can’t show a commission authorizing him to 
make depredations on the English, I shall order 
him to be hoisted up to the yard’s arm by the neck, 
as a pirate ; but if he can produce his orders, he 
shall be treated as a prisoner of war, though not 
before he has restored what he pilfered from you 
and Mr. Heartly. 

liar. At thatjate, I’m afraid I shall lose an 
admirer. You see, Monsieur de Champignon, the 
old proverb fulfilled ; “Hanging and marriage go 
Dy destiny yet, I should be very sorry to occasion 
even the death of a sinner. 

Champ. Madame, I implore your pitie and cle- 
mence ; Monsieur Artlie, T am one pauvre miser- 
able, not worth your revanche. 


[Enter Block drunk, with a portmanteau on hi$ 
shoulder. 

Block, Thus and no near — bear a hand, my 
heart! 

[Lays it down, opens it, takes out and puts on a 
tawdry suit of Champignon's clothes. 

By your leave, Tinsey — odds heart I these braces 
are so tort, I must keep my yards sijuare, as the 
saying is. 

Lyon. Ahey ! what the devil have we got here ? 
how now. Block ? 

Block. All’s fair plunder between decks — we 
ha’n’t broke bulk, I’ll assure you— stand clear — I’ll 
soon overhaul the rest of the cargo. 

[7W/a’ out a long leather queue with red ribbons. 
What’s here? the tiller of a monkey! — s’blood, the 
fellow has no more brains than a noddy, to leave 
I the red ropes hanging over his stern, whereby the 
enemy may board him on the poop. 

\ [The next thing that a2>pears, is a very coarse 
canvass shirt, with very fine laced ruffles. 
This here is the right trim of a Frenchman — all 
gingerbread work, flourish and compliment aloft, 
and all rags and rottenness alow'. 

[Draws out a plume of feathers. 
Adzooks! tliis is Mounseer’s vane, that, like his 
fancy, veers with every puff’ to all the points of the 
compass — hark’ye, Sam — the nob must needs be 
damnably light that’s rigged witli such a deal of 
feather. The French are so well fledged, no won- 
der they are so ready to fly. 

[Finds a pocket glass, a paper of rouge and 
Sjnintsh wool, with winch he daubs his face* 
Swing the swivel-eyed son of a w'hore I he fights 
under false colours, like a pirate — here's a lubberly 
dog *, he dares not show his own face to the weather. 

Champ. Ah! Monsieur dc Belokke, ave com- 
passion — 

Block. Don’t be afraid. Frenchman — you see I 
have hoisted your jacket, thof I stnick your ensign 
— we Englishmen never cut throats in cold blooa 
The best way of beating the French is to spare al 
their Shampinions — odd’s heart ! 1 would all their 
commanders w'ere of your trim, brother ; W e’d soon 
have the French navy at Spithead. 

Lyon. B\it, in the mean time, 1 shall have you to 
the gangway, you drunken swab. 

mock. Swab ! I did swab the forecastle clear of 
the enemy, that I must confess. 

Ityon. None of your jaw, you lubber. 

Block. Lubber !— man and boy, twenty years in 
the service — lubber ! — Ben Block was the man that 
taught thee, Tom Lyon, to hand, reef, and steer — 
so much for the service of Old England ; but, go 
thy ways, Ben, thy timbers are crazy, thy platiks 
are started, and thy btdtom is foul. J have seen 
the day when thou wouldst have shown thy colours 
with the best o’un. 

Lyon. I’eace, porpus. 

Block. I am a porpus; for I spout salt water, 
d’ye see. I’ll be d — ned ^rief and sorrow ha’n’t 
set ray eye-pumps a-going. 

liar. Gome, Mr. Block, I must make you friends 
with Lieutenant Lyon. As he has been your pupil, 
he must be an able navigator ; and this is no time 
for our able seamen to fall out among themselves. 

Block. Why, look ye here, mistress, I must 
confess, how, he’s as brisk a seaman as ever greased 
a* marlinspike — I’ll turn’un adrift with e’er a he 
that reefed a foresail — A will fetch up his leeway 
with a wet sail, as the saying i —and as for my 
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own part, d’ye see, I have stood by him with my 
blood — and my heart — and my liver, in all 
weathers — blow high — ^blow low. 

Har, Well, I hope you’ll live to see and sail with 
him as an admiral. 

Jilock. I doubt a must be hove down first, keel | 
out of the water, mistress, and be well scrubbed, 
d’ye see, then a may to sea when a wool, and hoist 
the Union flag. — v^tand clear John Frenchman — 
“ The Royal Sovereign of England will ride 
triumphant over the waves,” as the song goes. 

Lyon. And now for you. Monsieur Champignon. 

Champ. Monsieur Lionne, I ave not altogether 
contradicted, but, perhaps, a little exceed my 
orders, which were to take one English chaloupe 
for intelligence. 

Hearlly. Well, I’m persuaded Mr. Lyon will not 
be very severe in his scrutiny ; and, to show that 
we Englishmen can forgive injuries, and fight 
without malice, give me your hand — I can’t part 
with my mistress; but in other respects 1 am 
Monsieur de Champignon’s humble servant. 

Lyon. I was once taken by the French, who used 
me nobly. I’m a witness of their valour, and an 
instance of their politeness ; but tliere are Cham- 
pignons in every service. While France uses us 
like friends, we will return her civilities. When 
she breaks her treaties, and grows insolent, we will 
drub her over to her good behaviour — Jack 
IJaulyard, you have got a song to the purpose, that 
won’t, 1 believe, be disagreeable to the company. 

SONG. 

Behold ! my brave Britons, the fair springing gale, 

Bill a bumper and toss off your glasses : 

Buss and part with your frolicsome lasses ; 

Then aboard anil unfurl the wiac flowing sail. 

On ours. 

While British oak beneath us rolls, 

And Kiiglish eourage Arcs our souls ; 

To crown our toils, the fates decree 
The wealth and empire of the sea. 

Our canvass and eares to the winds we display, 

Lite and fortune we cheerfully venture ; 

And we laugh, and wc qualf, and we banter; 

Nor think of to-morrow while sure of to-day. 

Chorus. 

While British oak, &c. 
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ADVICE, AND EErROOE. 

TWO SATTHF.S. 

First Fuhlished in the Year 1740 and 1717 

Sed podiee levi, 

Caeduntur tumidm medico ridento Marisccc. 

O Proceres ! ceiisore opus est an hanisiiice nobis ? 

JUVENAI. 

Peccandi finem posiiit .sibi? qiiando recepit 
Ejectum semel attrlta de Ironte ruborem t Ibid, 

ADVICE: A SATIUPI 

Poet, Fbienb. 

Poet. Enough, cnougli; all this we knew before; 
”118 infamous, 1 grant it, to be poor : 

And who so i^mch to sense and glory lost, 

Will hug the .arse that not one joy can boast 1 


The Btreamers of France at a distance appear ! 
We must mind other music than catches ; 
Man our quarters, and handle our matches 
Our cannon produce, and for battle prepare. 
Chorus. 

While British oak, &c. 

Engender’d in smoke and deliver’d in flame, 
British vengeance rolls loud as the thunder I 
Let the vault of the sky burst asunder, 

So victory follows with riches and fame. 

Chorus. 

Wliilc British oak beneath us rolls, 

And English courage fires our souls; 

To crown our tolls, the fates decree 
The wealth and empire of the sea. 


EPILOGUE. 

Aye — now I can with pleasure look around, 

Safe as 1 am, thank Heaven, on English ground— 

1 n a dark dungeon to be stow’d away, 

Midst roaring, thuiid’ring, danger and dismay; 

Expos’d to fire and w^ater, sword, and bullet — 

Might damp the heart of any virgin pullet — 

1 dread to think what might have come to pass, 

Had not the British Lyon quell'd the Gallic ass— 

By Champignon a wretched \ ietim led 
To cloister’d cell, or more detested bed. 

My days in pray'r and fasting I had spent : 

As nun or wife, alike a penitent. 

His gallantry, so confident and eager, 

Had prov’d a mess of delicate soup— maigre; 

1'o bootless longings 1 had fall’n a martyr : 

But, heav’n be prais’d, the Freiichmati caught a tartar. 

Yet soft — our author's fate you must decree : 

Shall he come safe to port, or sink at sea ? • 

Your sentence, sweet or bitter, soft or sore, 

Floats his flail bark, or runs it bump ashore. 

Y'e wits above restrain your awful tliuiiiler* 

111 his first cruise, 'twere pity he should founder, [To the gal. 
Safe from your shot he lears no other foe, 

Nor gulf, but that which horrid yawns below. [2’o the pit. 
The bravest cbief'i, e\’n liamiibal and Cato, 

Have liere been tam’d witli— pippin and potatoe. 

Our bard embarks in a more eliristian cause ; 

He craves not mercy , but he claims apjilause. 

His )>en against the hostile French is drawn. 

Who damns him, i Aiitigallican. 

Im Ig d with f 'ring gales and smiling skies, 
f jafter he may board a richer prize. [house, 

Bui if this welkin angry clouds deform, [Looking round * ,,, 
And hollow groans portend th’ approacliing storm • 

Sliould the descending show’rs of hail redouble, [To thi gal. 
And these rough billows hiss, and boil, and bubble. 

He’ll launch no more on such fell seas of trouble. [TqJ.,e pit. 


M S. 


From the pale hag, 0 ! could I once break loose ; 
Divorc’d, ail hell should not re-tie the noose ! 

Not with more care shall II avoid his wife, 

Not Cope fly swifter, lashing for his life ; 

Than 1 to leave the meagre fiend behind. 

Friend. Exert your talents; nature, ever kind, 10 
Enough for happiness bestows on all ; 

”J’is sloth or pride that finds her gifts too small— 

Why sleeps the muse? Is there no room for 

When such bright constellations blaze ? [praise, 
When sage Newcastle, al>stinei\tly ^eat, 

Neglects liis food to cater for the state ; 

Ver. 8. A general famous for an expeditious retreat, though 
not quite so deliberate as that of the ten thousand Greeks 
from Persia ; having unfortunately forgot to bring his army 
along with him. 

Ver. 15. Alluding to tiic philosoiihical contempt which this 
great personage manifested for the sensual delights of the 
stomach. 
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.And Grafton, tow*rin^ Atlas of the throne, 

So well rewards a genius like his own.* 

Granville and Bath illustrious, need I name 
For sober dignity and spotless fame ; 20 

Or Pitt th* unshaken Abdiel yet unsung : 

Thy candour, Chomdly ! and thy truth, O Yoiinge! 

Poet Th’ advice is good ; the (juestion only, whe- 
These names and virtues ever dwelt together? [ther 
But what of that? the more the bard shall claim, 
Who can create as well as cherish fame. 

But one thing more, —how loud must I repeat, 

To rouse th’ engag’d attention of the great ; 

Amus’d, perhaps, with C ’s prolific bum. 

Or rapt amidst the transports of a drum ; 30 

While the grim porter watches ev’ry door. 

Stern foe to tradesmen, poets, and the poor. 

Th’ Hesperian dragon not more fierce and fell ; 
Nor the gaunt growling janitor of hell. 

Ev’n Atticus (so wills the voice of fate). 

Enshrines in clouded majesty his state ; 

Nor to th’ adoring crowd vouchsafes regard. 
Though priests adore, and ev’ry priest a bard. 

Shall I then follow Mdth the venial tribe, 

And on the tlireshold the base mongrel bribe? 40 
Jlribe him, to feast my mute imploring e^e, 

AVith some proud lord, who smiles a gracious lie? 
A lie to captivate my heedless youth, 

Degrade my talents, and debauch my truth ; 

AVhile fool’d with hope, revolves my joyless day, 
And fricRds, and fame, and fortune fleet away *, 

’rill scandal, indigence, and scorn, my lot. 

The dreary jail entombs me, where 1 rot ! 

Is there, ye varnish’d ruffians of the state ! 

Not one, among the millions whom ye cheat, 50 
AVho, while he totters on the brink of woe, 

JAares, ere he falls, attempt th’ avenging blow ! 

, A steady blow ! his languid soul to feast ; 

And rid his country of one curse at least? 

Friend. What ! turn assassin ? 

Poet U^t th’ assassin bleed ; 

My fearless verse shall justify the deed. 

*Tis he, who lures th’ unpractised mind astray. 

Then leaves the wretch to misery a prey ; 

Perverts the race of virtue just begun. 

And stabs the public in her ruin’d son. GO 

Friend. Ileav’ns ! how you rail ! the man’s con- 
sum’d by spite ! 

If Lsekman’s fate atten(Ls you, when you write ; 

Let prudence more propitious arts inspire : 

Vor. 17. This noble peer, remarkable for sublimity of parts, 
by viituo of his ortice, Lord Chamberlain, conterred the 
hiureat on Colley Cibber, Esq., a delectable bard, wlio.se 
character has already employed, together \Mth his own, the 
greatest pens of the age. 

Ver ly Two noblemen, famous in their day for nothing 
more than their fortitude in bearing the scorn and reproach 
of their country. 

Ver, 21. Abdiel, according to Milton, was the only seraph 
♦hat preserved hi.s integrity in the midst of corruption: — 
Among th’ innumerable false, unmov'd, 

Unshaken, unscduc’d, unternficd. 

Ver 20. This alludes to a phenomenon, not more strange 
than true The person here meant, having actually laid 
upwards of forty eggs, as several physicians and fellows of 
the Royal Society can attest; one of whom, we hear, has 
undeitaken the jneubation, and will, no doubt, favour the 
world with an account of his success. Some virtuosi aflirm, 
tliat such productions ‘must be tlic eifect of a certain inter- 
course of orgariii not ht to he named, 

Ver 30. I’his is a riotous assembly of fashionable people, of 
f)oth se\es, at a private house, consisting of some hundreds ; 
Pot unaptly styled a drum, from the noise and emptiness 
\Ot the entertainment. There are ahso drum-majoi, rout, 
tempest, and hurricane, differing only in degrees of multitude 
. nd uproar, as the significant name of each declares. 

Ver, 62. To be little read, and less approved. 


The lower still you crawl, you’ll climb the higher. 
Go then, with ev’ry supple virtue stor’d, 

And thrive, the favour’d valet of my lord. 

Is that denied? a boon more humble crave ; 

And minister to him who serves a slave. 

Be sure you fasten on promotion’s scale ; 

Ev’n if you seize some footman by the tail. 70 
Th’ ascent is easy, and the prospect clear, 

From the smirch’d scullion to th’ embroider’d peer 
Th’ ambitious drudge preferr’d, po-stillion rides, 
Advanc’d again, the chair benighted guides ; 

Here doom’d, if nature strung his sinewy frame. 
The slave, perha]).s, of some insatiate dame ; 

But if exempted from th’ Herculean toil, 

A fairer field aw'aits him, rich with spoil; 

There shall he shine, with mingling honours bright, 
His master’s pathic, pimp, and parasite ; 80 

Then strut a captain, if his wish be war, 

And grasp, in hope, a truncheon and a star ; 

Or if the sweets of peace his soul allure, 

Bask at hiwS ease in some warm sinecure ; 

His fate in consul, clerk, or agent, vary. 

Or cross tlie seas, an envoy’s secretary. 

Compos’d of falsehood, ignorance, and prid'', 

A prostrate sycophant shall rise a L— d. 

And won from kennels to tli’ impure embrace, 
Aceomplisli’d Warren triumph o’er disgrace. 00 
Poet Jllternal infamy his name surround, 

A>rho planted first that vice on British ground ! 

A vice that, spite of sense and nature reigns, 

And poisons genial love, and maiiliood stains ! 
Pollio! the pride of science and its shame. 

The muse wei'ps o’er tliee, while she brands th} na me ! 
Abhorrent vieivs that prostituted groom, 

Th’ indecent grotto and polluted doom ! 

'riiere onl} may the S])urious passion glow, 

Where not one laurel decks the eaitill's brow, 100 
Obscene with crimes avow’d, of every (i}e, 
Corruption, lust, oppression, perjury ; 

Let Chardin with a chaplet round his head. 

The taste of Alaro and Anacreon jdead, 

“ Sir, Flaccus knew to live as well as wrifi 
And kept, like me, two hoys array’d in Mdiite,” 
Wortliy to feel that appetence of fame 
Which rivals Horace only in his shame ! 

Let Isis wail in murmurs, as she runs, 

Her tempting fathers, and her yielding sons ; J 10 
While dulness screens the failings of the church, 
Nor leaves one sliding rabhi in the lurch. 

Far other raptures let the breast contain, 

Where heav’n-born taste and emulation reign. 

F'riend. Shall not a thousand virtues, then, atone 
In thy strict censure for the breach of one ? 

Ver. 8« Thi.s child of dirt (to use a great author’s ex~ 
rchsioii), -without any other quality than grovelling aduUi 
lion, has arrived at tlic power of iitsulting his betters eveiy 
day. 

Ver. 90 Another son of fortune, who owes his present 
itnuence to the most infainouft qualihcations ; conimonl> 
ailed Brush Warren, from having been a shoc-black. Jt is. 
said he was kept by botli sexes, at one time. 

Ver. 103. This genial knight wore at his own banquet a 
garland of flowers, in imitation of the ancienth ; and keiit 
two rosy boys robed in white for the entertainment of his 
, nests. 

Ver. 109. In allusion to the unnatural orgies said to he 
.solemnised on the hanks of tins river; partieulaily at one 
plaee, where a much greater sanitity ot moiiils and taste 
might be expe'*leil. 

Ver. lil. 'J'iiis IS a decent and parental oflire, in which 
lulncss is employed; namely, to conceal the failings ot lior 
•hildren , and exactly confoiniahle to that instance of filial 
[iiely which we meet with in the son of Noah, who went 
idckward to cover the nakedness of liis fatlier, when he laj 
exposed, from the seoll's and insults of a malicious world. 
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If Bubo keeps a catamite or whore, 

His bounty feeds the beggar at his door. 

And though no mortal credits Curio’s word, 

A score of lackeys fatten at his board. 120 

'I’o cludstiaii meekness sacrifice thy spleen, 

And strive thy neighbour’s weaknesses to screen. 

Voet, Seorii’dbetlie bard, and wither d all hisfiime 
Who wounds a brother wee])ing o’er his shame ! 
But if an impious wretch, with frantic pride, 
Throws honour, truth, and decency aside ; 

If nor by reason aw’d, nor check’d by fears, 

He counts his glories from the stains lie bears ; 

Th’ indignant muse to virtue’s aid shall rise, 

And fix the brand of infamy on vice. 130 

What if, arous’d at his imperious call. 

An hundred footsteps echo through his hall ; 

And on high columns rear’d his lofty dome 
I ’roclaims th’ united art of C reece and Rome : 
What though w'liole hecatombs his crew r<*gale. 
And each de})endent slumbers o’er his ale ; 

While the remains, through mouths unn umber'd past, 
Indulge the beggar and the dogs at last : 

S ly, friend, is it benevolence of soul. 

Or pompous vanity, that prompts the whole 140 
These sons of sloth, who by profusion thrive, 

Ills pride inveigled from the public hi\e; 

And numbers pine in solitary woe, 

Wlio furnish’d out this ])baniasy of show. 

When silent niis(*ry assail'd his eyes, 

Did e’er his throbliing bosom sympathize? 

Or his extensive charity ix'rvade 

,To those who languish iu the barren shade. 

Where oft by want and modesty supjiress’cl, 

The bootless talent w-arms the lonely breast? loO 
No ! petrify’d by duliiess and disdain, 

Beyond the feeling of aiiotlier’s pain, 

The teai’ of pity ne’er bedew’d his eye, 

Nor his h‘W(i bosom felt the social sigh ! 

Friend. Alike to tliee bis virtue or his vice, 

If liis hand lib'ral owns thy merit’s price. 

h>e(. 8ooiier in hopeless anguisli would T mourn, 
Than owe my fortune to the man 1 scorn ! — 

What new resource ? 

Friend. A thousand yet remain. 

That bloom with honours, or thatteem wdth gain : 1 GO 
These arts, — are they beneath- -beyond thy care? 
Devote thy studies to th’ auspicious fair. 

Of truth divested, let thy tongue supjily 
The hinted slander, and the whisper’d lie ; 

All merit mock, all (pialities depress, 

Save those that grace th’ excelling patroness ; 
Trophies to her, on others’ follies raise. 

And heard wdtli joy, by defamation praise. 

To this collect each faculty of face, 

And ev’ry feat perform of sly grimace ; 170 

Let the grave sneer sarcastic sjieak thee shrewd, 
The smutty joke ridiculously lew'd ; 

And the loud laugh through all its changes rung. 
Applaud th’ abortive sallies of her tongue. 

Enroll’d a member in the sacred list. 

Soon shall thou sharp in company at whist*, 

Her midnight rites and revels regulate, 

Pi’iest of lier love, and demon of her hate. 

Pvet. But say, what recompense for all this waste 
Of lionour, truth, attention, time, and taste ? 180 

Vei. 177 Tli.'se are mysteries pcrl'nimed, hke those of the ] 
Dea B'lia, by females only; consctpiciUly it cannot lie 
^xppctKl that we -honhl here e\j)laui them. We have, | 
notwithsf.-tmiin;?. lound njeans to learn some anecdotes c<in- 
'erning them, which wc shall reserve lor another oppor 


To shine confess’d her zany and her tool, 

And fall by what I rose, low ridicule ? 

Again shall Handel raise her laurel’d brow, 

Again shall harmony with rapture glow I 
The spells dissolve, the combination breaks, 

And launch uo longer Frasi’s rival squeaks. 

Lo, Russell falls a sacrifice to whim, 

And starts amaz'd in Newgate from his dream : 
With trembling hands implores their promis’d aid; 
And sees their favour like a vision fade ! 19t* 

Is this, ye faithless syrens ! — this the joy, 

To which your smiles th’ unwary wretch decoy ? 
Naked and shackled, on the pavement prone, 

His mangled flesh devouring from the bone ; 

Rage in his heart, distraction in his eye I 
Behold, inhuman hags ! your minion lie ! 

Behold his gay career to ruin run, 

By you seduc’d, abandon’d and undone ! 

Rather in garret pent, secure from harm, 

My muse with murders shall the town alarm ; 200 
Or plunge in politics with patriot zeal, 

And snarl like Guthrie for the public weal. 

Than crawl an insect in a beldame’s power, 

And dread the crush of caprice ev’ry hour ! 

Friend. ’Tis well ; — enjoy tliat petulance of style, 
And, like the envious adder, lick the file : 

What though success will not attend on all ! 

Who bravely dares, must sometimes risk a fall. 
Behold the bounteous board of fortune spread ; 
Each weakness, vice, and folly yields thee bread ; 2 1 0 
Wouldst thou with prudent condescension strive 
On the long‘Settled terms of life to thrive. 

Fort. What ! join the crew that pilfer one anotlier. 
Betray rny friend, and persecute my brother : 

'j’urn usurer o'er vent, per cent, to brood. 

Or quack, to feed like fleas on human blood ? 

Friend. Or if thy soul can brook the gilded curse. 
Some changeling heiress steal — 

Poet. Why not a purse ? 

Two things I dread, my conscience and the law. 22(> 

Friend. How ? dread a mumbling hear v ithout a 
Nor this, nor that, is standard right or wrong, [claw ? 
Till minted by the mercenary tongue ; 

And what is conscience hut a fiend of strife. 

That chills the joys, and damps the scenes of life? 
Tlio -wayward child of vanity and fear. 

The peevish dam of poverty and care ; 
TTimumber’d woes engender in the breast r 
That entertains the rude, ungrateful guest. 230 

Poet. Hail, sacred pow’r ! my glory and my 
Fair source of mental peace, whate’er betide ; [guide ! 
Safe in thy shelter, let disaster roll 
Eternal hurricanes around my soul : 

Ver 1K7. A famous mimic and sinper. The person here 
meant, by the qualilications above dcscrihed, had insinuated 
himself into .he conlidence of eeriain ladies of quauty, who 
engafjed him lo set up a puppet shoiv, in opposition to the 
oratorios of lian.„el, nttainsl whom they were unreasonably 
prejudiced. Hut the tow n not seconding the capriciou.s under- 
takiii(t, tliey deserted their manager, whom they had promised 
to support, and let him sink under the expense they had 
entailed upon him. He was accordingly thrown into prison, 
where his disappointment got the better of his reason, and 
he remained in all ecstasy of despair; till at Ij^st his 
geneitius patronesses after much solicitation, were prevailed 
upon to collect lue pounds, on the payment which he wag 
admitted into Bedlam, wheic he continued bereft of his 
iiniierstanding, and died in the utmost misery. 

Ver. 199. Tlieseare the dreams and fictions of Grub-street, 
with which the good people of this metropolis .arc daily 
alarmed and entertained. 

Ver. 20G. This alludes to the fable of the viper and file, 
applicable to all the unsuccessful efforts of malice and 



POEMa 


My soul'^iSerene amidst the stonn shall reign. 

And smile to see their fury hurst in vain 1 

Friend, Too coy to flatter, and too proud to serve. 
Thine he the joyless dignity to^starve. 

Poet, No ; — ^thanks to discord, war shall he my 
And moral rage heroic courage lend [friend ; 
To pierce the gleaming squadron of the foe, 240 
And win renown hy some distinguish’d blow. 

Friend, Henown 1 ay, do — uni,' mnel the whole 
Of military cowards on thy back. [pack 

What difference, say, ’twixt him who bravely stood. 
And him who sought the bosom of the wood ? 
Envenom’d calumny the first shall brand, 

The last enjoy a ribbon and command. 

Poet, If such he life, its wretches 1 deplore, 

And long to quit th* inhospitable shore. 

REPROOF : A SATIRE. 

Poet, Fbiend. 

Poet. Howe’er I turn, or wheresoe’er I tread. 
This giddy world still rattles round my head ! 

1 pant for silence ev’n in this retreat — 

Good Heav’n 1 what demon thunders at the gate ? 

Friend, In vain you strive in this sequester’d 
To shroud you from an^* ur’d friend’s rebuke, [nook, 

Poet, An injur’d ^end ! who challenges the 
If you, what title justifies the claim ? [name ? 
Did e’er your heart o’er my affliction grieve, 

Your int’rest prop me, or your praise relieve ? 10 
Or could my wants my soul so far subdue. 

That in distress she crawl’d for aid to you ? 

Rut let us grant th’ indulgence e’er so strong ; 
Display without reserve th’ imagin’d wrong : 
Among your kindred have I kindled strife. 
Deflower’d your daughter, or debauch’d your wife ; 
Traduc’d your credit, bubbled you at game ; 

Or soil’d with infamous reproach your name? 

Friend. No : but your cynic vanity, you'll own, 
Expos’d my private counsel to the town. 20 

Poet. Such fair advice ’twere pity sure to lose ; 

I grant I printed it for public use. 

Friend. Yes, season’d witii your own remarks be- 
Inflam’d with so much virulence of spleen, [tween. 
That the mild town (to give the dev’l his due) 
Ascrib’d the whole performance to a Jew. [mouth, 

Poet. Jews, Turks, or Pagans, hallowed be the 
That teems with moral zeal and dauntless truth I 
Prove that my partial strain adopts one lie. 

No penitent more mortified than 1 ; 30 

Not ev’n the wretch in shackles doom’d to groan 
Reneath the inhuman scoffs of Williamson. 

Friend. Hold — let us see this boasted self-denial — 
The vanquish’d knight has triumph’d in his trial. 

Poet. What then ? 

Friend, Your own sarcastic verse unsay. 

That brands him as a trembling runaway. 

Poet. With all my soul ! — th’imputed charge re- 
ril own my error and expunge my verse, [hearse : 
Come, come, — howe’er the day was lost or won. 
The world alloVs the race was fairly run. 40 
Rut lest the truth too naked should appear, 

A robe of sable shall the goddess wear ; 

When* sheep were subject to the lion’s reign. 

Ere man acquir’d dominion o’er the plain, 

Ver. 237. This, surely, occasioned Churchill's 

“ Too proud to flatter, too sincere to lie.” 

Ver. 24 S, 249. This lost line relates to the behaviour of a 
general on a certain occasion, who discovered an extreme 
passion for the cool shade during the heat of the day : the 
Hanoverian general in the battle of Dettingen. 

Ver. 32. Governor of the Tower. Ver. 34. Sir John Cope. 


Voracious wolves, fierce rushing from the rocks. 
Devour’d without control th’ unguarded fiocks ; 
The suff ’rers crowding round the royal cave, 

Their monarch’s pity and protection crave : 

Not that they wanted valour, force, or arms, 

To shield their lambs from dangers and alarms ; 50 
A thousand rams, the champions of the fold, 

In strength of horn and patriot virtue bold, 
Engag’^ijj^ firm association stood, 

Their lives devoted to the public good : 

A warlike chieftain was their sole request. 

To marshal, guide, instruct, and rule the rest : 
Their prayer was heard, and by consent of all, 

A courtier ape appointed general. 

He went, he led, arrang’d the battle stood, 

The savage foe came pouring like a floo<^ 60 
Then Pug aghast fled swifter than tlie wind. 

Nor deign’d in three score miles to look behind ; 
While ev’ry band for orders bleat in vain, 

And full in slaughter’d heaps upon the plain : 

The scar’d babpon^ to cut the matter short, , 

With all his speed could not outrun report ; 

And, to appease the clamours of the nation, , 
’Twus fit his case should stand examination/. , 

The board was nam’d — each worthy took hist^ -lace ; 
All senior members of the horned race, — .70 

The wedder, goat, ram, elk, and ox were thci ^ 
And a grave hoary sta^ possess’d the chair. — 

Th’ inquiry past, each m his turn began, 

The culprit’s conduct variously to scan. 

At length the sage uprear’d his awful crest, 

And pausing thus his fellow chiefs address’d 
If age, that from tliis head its honours stole, 

Hatli not impair’d the functions of my soul, 

Rut sacred wisdom hath experience bought, 80 
While this weak frame decays, matures my thought 
Th’ important issue of this grand debate, 
ri»v furnish precedent for your own fate : 

Showld ever fortune call you to repell 
The shaggy foe so desperate gnd fell. 

’Tis plain, you say, his excellence Sir Ape 
From the dire field accomplish’d an escape ; 

Alas ! our fellow-subjects ne’er had hied, 

If every rain that fell like him had fled ; 

Certes, those sheep were rather mad than brave, 
Which scorn’d th’ example their wise leader gave. 90 
Let us then ev’ry vulgar hint disdain, 

And from our brother’s laurel wash the stain. — 
Th’ admiring court applauds the president, 

And pug was clear’d by general consent, [scope, 

Friend. There needs no magic to divine your 
Mark’d as you are a flagrant misanthrope : 

Sworn foe to good and bad, to great and small, 
Thy rankling pen produces nought but gall : 

Let virtue struggle, or let glory shine, 

Thy verse affords not one approving line. — 100 

Poet. Hail, sacred themes ! the muse’s chief delight ! 
O bring the darling objects to my sight I 
My breast with elevated thought shall glow. 

My fancy brighten, and my numbers flow I 

Ver. 70. It is not to be wondered at that this boara con* 
sisted of horned cattle only, since, before the use of arms, 
every creature was obliged in war to fight with such weapons 
as nature alfbrded it consequently those supplied with horns 
bid fairest for signalizing themselves in thb field, and carry 
ing off the first posts in the army. — liut I observe, that, 
among the members of this court, there is no mention mada 
of such of the horned family as were chicfiy celebrated fot 
valour; namely, the bull, unicorn, rhinoceros, &c. which 
gives reason to suspect, that these last were either out of 
favour with the ministry, laid aside on account of their great 
age, or that the ape had interest enough at court to exclude 
them from the number of his judges. 



RKPKOOF: . 

Ti’ Aonian grove with rapture would I tread, 

?o crop unfading wreaths for William’s head ; 

Jut that my strain, unheard amidst the throng, 
dust yield to Lockman’s ode, and Ilanbury’s song. 
J^or would th’ enamour’d muse neglect to pay 
?o Stanhope’s worth the tributary lay ; 110 

uhe soul unstain’d, the sense sublime to paint, 
i people’s patron, pride, and ornament ! 

)id not bis virtues eterniz’d remain ui 
rhe boasted theme of Pope’s immortal strain. 

^ot ev’n the pleasing task is left, to raise 
I grateful monument to Barnard’s praise ; 
illse should the venerable patriot stand 
rii’ unshaken pillar of a sinking land. 

The gladd’ning prospect let me still pursue, 

\.nd bring fair virtue’s triumph to the view ! 120 

yik^ to me, by fortune blest or not, 
prom soaring Cobliam to the melting Scot. 

But, lo ! a swarm of harpies intervene, 
j[’o ravage, mangle, and pollute the scene ! 
org’«i vith our jiliinder, yet still gaunt for spoil, 
apacious Gideon fastens on our isle : 
isatii*^ * Lascelles, and the fiend Vaneck, 

»ur ruins, and enjoy the wreck ; 

.•iping Jas[)er glories in his prize, 130 
from the widow’s tears and orphan’s cries. 
7’ /’I. itJ. lielaps'd again ! strange tendency to rail ! 
fear’d this meekness would not long prevail, [see 
Poet, Y on deem itrancour then ? — Look round and 
'hat vices flourish still, unprun’d by me ; 
ornijition, roll’d in a triumphant car, 
isplays his hurnish’d front and glitt’ring star ; 

" heeds th(‘ public scorn, or transient ours *, 
nknown alike to honour and remorse, 
eliold the leering belle, caress’d by all, 
dorn each private feast and public ball ; 140 

Hiere peers attentive listen and adore, 
nd not one matron shuns the titled whore, 
t Peter’s obserjuies I sung no dirge ; 
or has my satire yet supplied a scourge 
or th<j vile tribe of usurers and bites, 

Hio sneak at Jonathan’s, and swear at White’s, 
aeli low })ursuit, and slighter folly bred 
Within the selfish heart and hollow head, 
hrives imcontroU’d and blossoms o’er the land, 
or feel the rigour of my chast’ning hand ; 150 

Hiile Codrus shivers o’er his bags of gold, 
y famine wither’d, and benumb’d by cold ; 
mark his haggard eyes w ith frenzy roll, 
nd feast uj)on the terrors of his soul ; 
he wrecks of war, the perils of the deep, 
hat curse with hideous dreams the caitiff’s sleep ; 
isolvent debtors, thieves, and civil strife, 

/^hich daily persecute his wretched life ; 

Vor. 108 Two produrtions reaemhlinfr.ono another very 
uch iti tlial very cloynif? mediocrity, which llonacc eom- 
iresto — Cratsum unguenluin, et Sardo cum mclie papaver. 
Ver. 110 The Earl of Chesterfield. 

Ver. 122. Daniel Mackerchcr, Esq., a man of such priml- 
'e simplicity, that he may be said to have exceeded the 
dpture injunction, by not only paitin^ with his cloak and 
at, but with his shirt also, to relieve a brother in distress ; 
r. AnnesUy, who claimed the Anfflesea title and estate. 
Ver. 12fi. A triumvirate of contractors, who, scorninK the 
rrow views of private usury, found means to lay a whole 
■'te under contribution, and pilla{(c a kingdom of immense 
ms, under the protection of law. 

^er. 120. A Christian of bowels, who lends money to, his 
jnds in want at the moderate interest of 50f. per cent. A 
p famous for bujri II g poor seamen’s tickets, 
ler. 139. A wit of the first water, celebrated for her talent 
ffpartee and double entendre. 

7er. 143. Peter Waters, Esq., whose character is too well 
iwn to need description. 


SATIRE. 

With all the horrors of prophetic dread, 

That rack his bosom while the mail is read. . ' 

Safe from the rod, untainted by the school, 

A judge by birth, by destiny a fool, ^ 

While the young lordling struts with native. |C!id6|^ 
His party-colour’d tutor by his side, 

Pleas’d, let me own the pious mother’s care^' 

Who to the brawny sire commits her heir. 

Fraught with the pint of a Gothic monk, 

Let Rich, with dulness and devotion drunk, 

Enjoy the peal so barbarous and loud, 170 

While his brain spues new monsters to the cfovd; 

1 see with joy the vaticide deplore 
An hell-denouncing priest and sov’reign whore. 

Let ev’ry polish’d dame, and genial lord, 

Emj)loy the social chair and venal board ; 

Debauch’d from sense, let doubtful meanings ran, 
’rhe vague conundrum, and the prurient pun ; 

While the vain fop, with apish |>^rin, regards . 

I’he giggling minx half-chok’d behind her cardiT: 
These and a thousand idle pranks 1 deem 
’fhe motley sjiawn of ignorance and whim. 18^ 
Let pride conceive and folly propagate, * 

The fashion still adopts the spurious brat : 

Nothing so strange that fashion cannot tame; 

By this dishonour ceases to Lw shame. 

'I’his weans from blushes lewd Tyrawley’s face, , 
Gives Hawley praise, and Ingoldsby disgrace ; 

From Mead to Thompson shifts the palm at once, 

A meddling, prating, blund’ring, busy dunce ! 

And may (should taste a little more de^ne) 
Transform the nation to a herd of swine. 190 
Friend The fatal period hastens on apace ! 

Nor will thy verse th’ obscene event disgrace ; 

Thy flowers of poetry that smell so strong. 

The keenest appetite have loath’d the song ; 
(Condemn’d by Glark, Banks, Barrowby, and Chitty, 
And all the crop-ear’d critics of the city. 

While sagely neutral sits thy silent friend, 

Alike averse to censure or commend. 

ViH't. Peace to the gentle soul that could deny 
His iiivocate^l voice to fill the cry ! 200 

And let nn* still the sentiment disdain 
Of him who never speaks but to arraign ; 

The sneering son of calumny and scorn, * 
Whom neither arts, nor sense, nor soul adorn. 

Ver. 1G4, Whether it be for the reason assigned in the 
snbse(;uent lines, or the frugality of the parents, who are 
unwilling to throw away money in making their children 
w'iscr than tliemsplves, 1 know not ; bnt certain it is, that 
ni.iny people of fashion commit the education of their heir* 
to some trusty footman, with a particular command to keep 
master out of the stable. 

Ver. 170. Monsters of absurdity. 

“ He look’d, and saw a sable sorc’rer rise, 

Swift to whose hand a winged volume flies ; 

All sudden, gorgons hiss, and dragon.1 glare, 

And ten horned fiends and giants raah to war. 

Hell rises, heaven descends, and dance on earth, 
(lods, imps, and monsters, music, rage, and mirth, 

A fire, a jig. a battle, and a ball, 

Till one wide conflagration swallows all.” 

Ditnciad. 

Ver. 174. This is no other than an empty chair, carried about 
with great formality to perform visits ; by the help of which 
a decent correspondence is often maintained among people of 
fashion, many years togetlier. without one personal interview, 
lo the great honour of hospitality and goofl neighbtmrhood. 

Ibid. Fenal board.] Equally applicab’e to the dining and 
card-table, where every guest must pay a* ..travagant price 
for what he has. 

Ver. 186. Hawley.] A general so renowned for conduct 
and discipline, that, during an action in whicji he had a con- 
siderable command, he is said to have been rallying three 
fugitive dragoons, five miles from the field of battle. 

Ver. 195. A fraternity of wits, whose virtue, modesty, and 
taste, are much of the same dimension. 



POEMS. 


to maintain a critic’s rank, 
i oonseious of his own internal blank, 
t gf taste unwilling to betray, 

. sense and nonsense hesitates all day ; 

^w contracted hears each passage read, 
fiten hums and shakes his empty head ; 210 
lome oracle ador’d pronounce 
issive bard a poet or a dunce ; 
in loud clamour echoes back the word, 

)ld ! insipid — soaring or absurd, 
and th’ unnumber’d shoals of smaller fry, 
kibble round, I pity and defy. 


THE TEAKS OF SCOTLAND. 

WRITTEN IN THE TEAR 1746. 

Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn 
Thy banish’d peace, thy laurels torn ! 

Thy sous, for valour long renown’d, 

Lie slaughter’d on their native ground ; 
Thy hospitable roofs no more 
Invite the stranger to the door ; 

In smoky rums sunk they lie, 

The monuments of cruelty. 

The wretched owner sees afar 
His all become the prey of war; 

Bethinks him of his babes and wife, 

Then smites his breast and curses life. 
Thy swains are famish’d on the rocks, 
Where once they fed their wanton flocks ; 
Thy ravish’d virgins shriek in vain ; 

Thy infants perisli on the plain. 

What boots it then, in every clime, 
Throifi/i/Che wide spreading waste of time, 
Thy martial glory, crown’d with praise. 
Still shone with uudirninish’d blaze? 

Thy tow’ring spirit now is broke, 

Thy neck is bended to the yoke. 

What foreign arms could never quell, 

By civil rage and rancour fell. 

The rural pipe and merry lay 
No more shall cheer the happy day : 

No social scenes of gay delight 
Beguile the dreary winter night ; 

No strains but those of sorrow flow, 

And nought be heard but sounds of woe, 
While the pale phantoms of the slain 
Glide nightly o’er the silent plain. 

O baneful cause, oh I fatal mom, 

Accurs’d to ages yet unborn! 

The sons against their father stood, 

The parent shed his children’s blood. 

Yet, when the rage of battle ceas’d 
The victor’s soul was nut appeas’d ; 

The naked and forlorn must feel 
Devouring flames, and murd’riug steel ! 

The pious mother, doom’d to death. 
Forsaken, wanders o’er the heath ; 

The bleak wind whistles round her head. 
Her helpless orphans cry for bread ; 

Bereft of shelter, food, and friend, 

:$he views the shades of night descend; 

A.nd stretch’d beneath th’ inclement skiei) 
IVeeps o’er her tender babes, and dies. 

IVhile the warm blood bedews my veins, 
Und uniinpair’d remembrance reigns, 
[lesentnient of my country’s fate 
iVithin my filial breast shall beat ; 

\nd, spite of her insulting foe, 
if y sympathizing verse shall flow : 

* Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn 
Phy banish’d peace, thy laurels torn.” 

• ^ * SONG. 

To fix her-<-’twere a task as vain 
To combat April drops of rain, 

To sow in Afric’s barren soil. 

Or temjiests hold within a toil. 

I know it, friend, she’s light as air, 

False as the fowler’s artful snare ; 
Inconstant as the passing wind. 

As winter’s dreary frost unkind. 


She’s such a miser too in love, 

Its joys she’ll neither share nor prove | 
Though hundreds of gallants await 
From her victorious eyes their fate. 

Blushing at such inglorious reign, 

1 sometimes strive to break her chain ; 

My reason summon to my aid. 

Resolv’d no more to be betray’d. 

Ah I friend, 'tis but ashort-liv'd trance. 
Dispell’d by one enchanting glance; 

She need but look, and I confess, 

Those looks completely curse or bless. ^ 

So soit, so elf'gant, so fair, 

Sure something more than human’s there; 
I must submit, for strife is vain, 

’Twas destiny that forg’d the chain. 


BURLESQUE ODE.* 

Where wast thou, wittol ward, when hapless fat« 
From these weak arms mine aged granimin tore : 

These pious arms essay'd too late. 

To drive the dismal phantom from the door. 

Could not thy healing drop, illustrious quack, 

Could not thy salutary pill prolong her days ; 

For whom, so oft, to Marybonc, alack ! 

Thy sorrels dragg’d thee through the worst of ways T 

Oil-dropping 'rwick’nham did not then detain 
Thy steps, though tended by the Cambrian maids, 

Nor the sweet environs of Drury-lane ; 

Nor dusty Pimlico’s embow’ring shades; 

Nor Whitehall, by the river’s bank. 

Beset with rowers dank ; 

Nor where th’ Exchange pours forth its tawny sons; 
Nor where to mix with othil, soil and blood, 

Steep Snow-hill rolls the sable flood ; 

Nor where the Mint’s contaminated kennel runs 
111 doth it noiv beseem. 

That thou shouldst doze and dream. 

When death in inortiil armour came, 

And struck with ruthless dart the gentle dame 
Her lih’nil hand and sympathizing breast 
The brute creation kindly bless’d : 

Where’er she trod grimalkin purr’d around, 

Tlid squeaking pigs her bounty own’d: 

Nor to the waddling duck or gabbling goose, 

Did she glad sustenance reftise ; 

The strutting cock she daily fed, 

And turkey with his snout so red ; 

Of chickens careful as the pious hen. 

Nor did she overlook the tomtit or the wren ,' 

While redbreast hopp’d before her in the hall, 

As if she common mother were of all. 

For my distracted mind. 

What comfort can 1 find ? 

O best of grannanis 1 thou art dead and gone, 

And 1 am left heliind to weep and moan, 

To sing thy dirge in sad and funeral lay, 

Oh ! woe is me ! alack I and well-a-day ! 

ODE TO MIRTH. 

Parent of joy ! heart-casing mirth . 

Whether of Venus or Aurora born ; 

Yet goddess sure of heavenly birth, 

Visit benign a son of grief forlorn ; 

Thy glitt’ring colours gay. 

Around him mirth display : 

And o’er his raptur’d sense 
Daffuse thy living influence : 

So shall each hill in purer green array’d. 

And llower-adorn’d in new-born beauty glow ; 

The grove shall smooth the horrors of the shade, 
And streams in murmurs shall forget to flow. 

Shine, goddess, shine with unremitted ray, 

And gild, a second sun, with brighter beam ourdey 

Labour with thee forgets his pain. 

And aged poverty can smile with thee ; 

Jf thou be nigh, grief’s hate is vain, 

And weak th’ uplifted arm of tyranny. 

The morning opes on high 
• His universal eye ; 

And on the world doth pour 
llis glories in a golden shower : 

» Smollett, imagininghimself illtrested by Lord Lyttleto’e 
wrote the above burlesque on that nobleman’s monody <« 
he death of his lady. 








